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An Isla Vista resident 
filed a putative class action 
complaint against Jump 
On The School Bus, a 
transportation company that 
busses Thursday’s “college 
night” attendees, for unfair 
business practice and tort. 

The Santa Barbara County 
Superior Court case cites 
10 clauses of action against 
the company, including 
unlawfully charging individual 
bus fares for its service 
with a charter certification, 

stranding bus users on some 
occasions in downtown SB, 
violating safety regulations, 
overscheduling its drivers and 
neglecting mandatory vehicle 
inspections. 

Officially titled Sierra Bravo 
Enterprises, Limited Liability 
Company — doing business 
as Jump On The School Bus 
(Jump) — Jump is a Santa 
Barbara-based transportation 
company that busses Isla Vista 
residents, primarily UC Santa 
Barbara and Santa Barbara 
City College students, for a 
round trip from Isla Vista to 
downtown Santa Barbara on 

Thursday nights to participate 
in college night. 

A putative class action is a 
lawsuit filed by a lead plaintiff 
but on behalf of a potentially 
impacted group of people, 
also known as a “class.” The 
case begins with a complaint 
that is proceeded through a 
trial hearing, determining its 
legitimacy as a lawsuit. 

“The [case] seeks to have 
Jump On The School Bus 
refund the individual fares 
for the Thursday night round 
trips from Isla Vista to Santa 
Barbara, going back four 
years,” Plaintiff Attorney 

Raymond Chandler said. 
If the case moves forward 

as a lawsuit and if the lawsuit 
rules in favor of the plaintiff, 
anyone who has utilized 
Jump for college night may 
be eligible for a full refund of 
their bus fares, according to 
Chandler. 

The plaintiff, Jack Topping, 
is a mechanic operating under 
a company that services the 
vehicles of a competitor 
bussing company, according 
to Defense Attorney Paul 
Burns. 

Chandler spoke to his 
client’s testimony using the 

bus back in 2022, which 
helped spark the investigation. 

“On one of those trips when 
he tried to get on the bus … 
There were other people 
there standing with him and 
trying to get on the bus, and 
he was told ‘no’ because it’s 
full … and they didn’t provide 
another bus for him to go 
home on,” Chandler said. 

Though Topping testified 
on his knowledge of the             
first clause of action, Chandler 
clarified that the other nine 
clauses were built upon 

I.V. resident sues “college night” bus 
company, Jump On The School Bus

Asumi Shuda
Lead News Editor

Three properties on the 67 
block of Del Playa Drive that 
did not receive warnings were 
evacuated despite several at-risk 
properties being warned ahead 
of the storm, as discussed at a 
Feb. 13 Board of Supervisors 
meeting. 

“They had remnants of a 
strong structure underneath 

it. It was my mistake,” Carl 
Lindberg, the Santa Barbara 
County building engineering 
inspector, said to the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
(IVCSD) Board of Supervisors 
at the meeting. “I think they 
should have been included on 
the list.”

This followed record-
breaking storms in the first 
week of February, prompting 
resident evacuations on the 67 
block of Del Playa Drive, with 
one cliffside balcony collapsing. 
The county issued warnings 
on several Del Playa Drive 

properties due to the storm’s 
severity. 

Community members and 
government representatives 
discussed this incident in lieu of 
cliff safety during the town hall 
segment of the meeting, which 
commenced with a presentation 
on I.V. bluff policy, and was 
later opened for questioning. 

Lindberg said there was 
still a “substantial structure” 
underneath that kept the deck 
of an unlisted property from 
collapsing all the way down 

Several at-risk Del Playa 
properties revealed 
to be left out of storm 
evacuation alert

The Associated Students 
Finance and Business Committee 
denied funding requests from 
several UC Santa Barbara a 
cappella groups for Winter 
Quarter 2024. The chair cited 
having insufficient funds.

The Associated Students 
Finance & Business Committee 
(A.S. F&B) distributes funds to 
Registered Campus Organizations 
(RCOs) each quarter from a fixed 
budget paid for by student fees.

Campus a cappella groups 

routinely request money from A.S. 
F&B to finance quarterly concerts, 
using the funds for event space 
rentals, equipment and sound 
engineering. 

Groups that were denied F&B 
funding this quarter include 
womens a cappella group 
VocalMotion and gender inclusive  
group InterVals, among others.

Third-year sociology major and 
A.S. F&B Chair Yael Berukhim said 
that the committee has less money 
to distribute to RCOs this quarter 
compared to the past few years, 

A.S. denies 
winter quarter 
funding for 
campus a 

cappella groups

Alex Levin
University News Editor

A putative class action is a lawsuit filed by a lead plaintiff but on behalf of an potentially impacted “class.

COURTESY OF JUMP ON THE SCHOOL BUS

InterVals is one of the a capella groups that depend on funding from 
A.S. F&B.

COURTESY OF WIZ SAINT-JEAN 

Buildings within 10 feet of the bluffs will receive a Notice to Vacate and are required to establish a 
maximum collapse with geotechnical engineer. 

COURTESY OF SBC

Anushka Ghosh Dastidar
Community Outreach
Editor
Lizzy Rager
Assistant News Editor

Jump On The School Bus  p.5

A Capella Funding p.5Bluffs Safety p.5

The dispute follows alleged, informal disputes between Jump and Bill’s 
Bus, a longtime Santa Barbara bussing service since 1991.

COURTESY OF BILL’S BUS
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Office of DEI hosts talks on 
restorative justice 

The Office of Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion will present a “JEDI 
Talk” on “Restorative Justice as 
an Anti-Racist Philosophy & 
Framework” on Thursday, Feb. 
22, from 12-1 p.m. at the Mosher 
Alumni House. 

The event is open to all students, 
faculty and staff. 

Gauchos for Ending 
Overdose presents talk on 
substance use with ReThink 
Ice Cream

Gauchos for Ending Overdose, 
in collaboration with ReThink 
Ice Cream, is hosting a talk on 
Thursday, Feb. 22, from 4-5 p.m. at 
Embarcadero Hall room 1105. 

The event will cover topics on 
substance use, mental health and 
harm reduction. Ice cream will be 
provided. 

ONDAS Student Center 
hosts workshop on FAFSA, CA 
Dream Act 

Opening New Doors to 
Accelerating Success (ONDAS) 
Student Center is hosting a 
workshop on submitting a Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and the CA Dream 
Act on Thursday, Feb. 22, from 5-7 
p.m. at Kerr Hall 1150. 

“Filling out and submitting 
your FAFSA or CA Dream Act 
application every year can be a 
daunting and tedious task, but you 
don’t have to go through it alone!” 
the Shoreline description read. 

Health & Wellness, Basic 

Needs presents “Como Hacer 
Arepas” 

Health & Wellness is presenting 
an event titled “Como Hacer 
Arepas” on Thursday, Feb. 22, 
from 5-6:30 p.m. at El Centro. 

Arepas will be provided. 
Undocumented Student 

Services hosts workshop on 
citizenship 

Undocumented Student 
Services is hosting a workshop 
on pathways to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants on 
Thursday, Feb. 22, from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) 
conference room. The workshop 
will also be broadcast virtually on 
Zoom. 

“There are over 11 million 
undocumented immigrants 
in this country,” the Shoreline 
description read. “Adjusting status 
is not as simple, but there are some 
pathways available.”

Alpha Phi Alpha hosts Black 
History Month celebration

Alpha Phi Alpha is hosting an 
Old Gold & Black History Month 
Celebration on Thursday, Feb. 22, 
from 8-9 p.m. at the MultiCultural 
Center (MCC) Lounge. 

“This includes music, food, and 
games surrounding outstanding 
individuals who were members 
of Black Greek Lettered 
Organizations,” the Shoreline 
description read. “Here we will 
also celebrate our scholarship 
recipients as well as staff who have 
supported the Black community at 
UCSB.”

Undocumented Student 
Services continues 

UndocuThriving series 
Undocumented Student 

Services is continuing its 
UndocuThriving series with 
“Making Papers Without Papers” 
on Friday, Feb. 23, from 12-1:30 
p.m. at the MCC Lounge with 
guest speaker Bo Thai. 

“Join us for this guest speaker 
series event and connect with Bo 
first-handedly as he tells us about 
his challenges and achievements 
working to support people within 
our community,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

Lunch will be provided. 
Interdisciplinary Humanities 

Center presents “Self Help 
Graphics & Art” 

The Interdisciplinary 
Humanities Center is hosting a 
lecture on self-help graphics and 
art on Friday, Feb. 23, from 12-1 
p.m. on Zoom.

Professor of Chicano & 
Latino studies at the University 
of Minnesota, Karen Mary 
Davalos will lead the discussion 
titled “Imagining California 
Talk: Aesthetic Mobility and 
Solidarities at Self Help Graphics 
& Art,” discussing the “legacy 
arts organization that served on 
the cultural front of the Chicano 
movement,” according to the 
event description. 

Health & Wellness, Kesem 
at UCSB collaborates on 
workshop

Health & Wellness is 
collaborating with Kesem at UCSB 
for a mindfulness workshop on 
Friday, Feb. 23, from 2-3:15 p.m. 
at the Student Resource Building 
(SRB) Multipurpose Room. 

The workshop will introduce 
meditation and de-stressing 
techniques “to support yourself 
and others through adversity,” the 
Shoreline description read. 

MCC presents art exhibit: 
“Finding Joy! In our Queer 
Bodies”

The MCC is hosting an art 
exhibition and reception on 
“Finding Joy! In Our Queer Bodies” 
on Friday, Feb. 23, from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at the MCC Theater. 

The exhibit, curated by students, 
faculty, staff and community 
members, “challenge[s] traditional 
ideologies surrounding body image 
while celebrating the authentic 
expression of queer individuals,” 
the Shoreline description read.  

A.S. Trans & Queer 
Commission hosts free winter 
drag show 

The A.S. Trans & Queer 
Commission is hosting a free 
winter drag show on Friday, 
Feb. 23, from 7:45-10 p.m. at the 
University Center Hub. 

The show, hosted by drag queen 
Melina Poinsettia, will feature six 
local queens. 

“One lucky student who 
participates in our lip-syncing 
contest will win a mystery prize,” 
the Shoreline description read. 

MENASARC hosts Halal 
and Kosher Cooking Night 

The Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian Resource 
Center (MENASARC) is hosting 
a halal and kosher cooking night 
on Monday, Feb. 26, from 5:30-7 
p.m. at the MCC Lounge.

The event will feature a live 
cooking demo and a snack bag 

giveaway. Participants must RSVP 
to attend. 

UCSB Library hosts drop-in 
workshop on woven collages 
with visiting artist 

The UCSB Library is hosting 
a drop-in workshop on woven 
collages on Tuesday, Feb. 27, from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The event, hosted by visiting 
artist Elena Yu, will allow 
participants to use paper strips 
to create collaborative woven 
collages. 

RCSGD hosts legal name 
change, CalFresh info session

The Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity (RCSGD) 
is hosting an info session on legal 
name changes and the CalFresh 
program on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 
from 3-4 p.m. on Zoom. 

“The info session will review 
the legal name change process, 
outline the fee waiver and Cal 
Fresh benefits, and what to do 
after you file for a name change,” 
the Shoreline description read. 

RCSGD continues Black 
QT Astrology night 

The RCSGD is hosting a part 
two to Black QT Astrology Night 
on Wednesday, Feb. 28, from 
5-7 p.m. at the Santa Rosa Main 
Lounge. 

“Join Astrologer Afiya Sunflower 
for a captivating evening delving 
into the world of astrology,” 
the Shoreline description read. 
“Uncover planetary mysteries, 
engage in group discussions, 
and connect with our vibrant 
community while painting what 
you envision this new year will 
bring you.”

Vista Point: Weekly goings-on in and around 
Isla Vista

UC Davis Associated 
Students passes BDS bill

Associated Students at UC 
Davis (ASUCD) passed a bill on 
Feb. 16 that prevents any of the 
ASUCD budget from funding 
companies that profit off human 
rights violations in Gaza, 
as specified by the Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions (BDS)
movement. 

“From McDonald’s to 
Sabra to Chevron, none of 
our student fees that fund 
ASUCD operations will be 
used to financially support 30+ 
companies that are complicit in 
Zionist violence,” a statement 
from Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP) UC Davis read.

The divestment bill passed 
12-2, locking its $20 million 
budget from companies such as 
Starbucks and Puma. In 2021, 
ASUCD passed a resolution in 
support of the BDS movement 
but only fully divested its funds 
last week.

Over 30 organizations co-
sponsored the bill, and hundreds 
showed up to the Senate 
meeting in support, according 
to the statement.

Son of former YouTube 
CEO found dead at UC 

Berkeley dorm
Marco Troper, the son of 

former YouTube CEO Susan 
Wojcicki, died in his dorm at 
UC Berkeley on Feb. 13 due to 
unknown causes, USA Today 
reported. 

The Berkeley Police 
Department attempted 
“life-saving measures” on 
Troper when he was found  
unresponsive in his dorm room 
at Clark Kerr Campus, but he 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene, USA Today reported. 
Foul play is not suspected, 
and his death remains under 
investigation.

Troper was 19 and a member 
of the fraternity Zeta Psi, his 
grandmother Esther Wojcicki 
said in a social media post.

“Marco was the most kind, 
loving, smart, fun and beautiful 
human being. He was just 
getting start[ed] on his second 
semester of his freshman year 
at UC Berkeley majoring in 
math and was truly loving it,” 
Wojcicki’s post read.

“Marco’s life was cut 
too short. And we are all 
devastated, thinking about 
all the opportunities and life 
experiences that he will miss and 
we will miss together. Marco, 
we all love you and miss you 
more than you will ever know.”
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A Week in 
UC Student 

News

The Daily Nexus Crossword

ACROSS
1. Device that allows electrical 
equipment to connect to a 
power supply
5. Mason Ramsey’s debut single
10. Straight line touching a 
curve at a point
11. To motivate and encourage
12. First name of a giant, white 
sperm whale from a well-known 
adventure novel
13. Each one is used to defend 
brains against zombies in a 2009 
video game
15. Sugar molecules, for short
17. Dark Minecraft dimension 

inhabited by a dragon
19. Small wheel, usually in a set, 
that is attached to the bottom of 
furniture
21. Golfer’s assistant
22. To sustain or furnish with 
food
23. Danny Zuko and Sandy 
Olsson fall in love in this musical
25. Slowly trickling out
28. Zero or Nothing
30. ____’s slogan is “We have 
the meats!”
31. Global investment f irm, 
Swiss watchmaker and English 
dynasty
32. Heat gained by a calorimeter
35. To remove unwanted buds
36. Music-operating device, 

usually operated by a coin
37. E.g. simultaneous in-person 
and online learning 
38. One of the oldest philosophy 
journals

DOWN
2. Large bill consisting of 
multiple smaller bills on a 
certain topic
3. Sharp or resourceful
4. To inform on a playmate
5. Companion or ally
6. City in Arizona; means “table” 
in Spanish
7. One-piece, skintight garment 
with long legs
8. Type of bomb featured in 
“Oppenheimer”
9. Small, smooth stone
14. Rival of Apple iOS
16. Form of a verb
18. Search engine powered by 
Microsoft Bing
20. Fully ripe ovarian fish eggs
21. Community Service 
Organization (abbr.)
23. Thousands of dollars
24. Diplomatic mission in a 
foreign country
26. Rock band from Calabasas 
formed in 1991
27. “A long time ago in a ______ 
far, far away ...”
28. Gave medical attention to
29. Deadlock or impasse
33. Low, rumbling sound made 
by cats
34. Having similar qualities 

Crossword answers can be found 
on our website dailynexus.com. 
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UC Santa Barbara Students 
for Justice in Palestine held a 
vigil in honor of Palestine and 
the suspended Opportunity 
for All initiative on Feb. 16, 
in collaboration with Jewish 
Voice for Peace and UC Divest 
Coalition at UC Santa Barbara.

Approximately 50 attendees 
gathered in a circle at the lawn 
near Storke Tower around a vigil 
of flowers and candles, as well 
as a list of names and images of 
Palestinian victims. The vigil also 
honored Opportunity for All — 
a campaign for undocumented 
students to have equal access to 
university employment — that 
was suspended for a year by 
the UC Regents in January. The 
collaboration aimed to unite 
students grieving the two issues 
and provide a space to mobilize.

The names of individuals 
in attendance have been kept 
anonymous by request, for 
safety reasons. 

Members of Students for 
Justice in Palestine (SJP) began 
the event by reading the poems 
“This Bread Was Born, This 
Bread Was Killed,” by Basman 
Aldirawi and “I Saw, Father, 
What You Saw,” by Ahlam 
Bsharat.

An SJP representative then 
delivered a ground report, 
reading out statistics from the 

ongoing crisis in Gaza.
“It’s the 132nd day of 

genocide. Four months, 
several holidays, 18 weekends, 
two midterms, a final, 2438 
massacres, 35,176 martyrs, 
28,176 martyrs reached the 
hospital. 12,300 child martyrs, 
8,400 women murdered, 340 
medical worker murders,” they 
read.

“This is a genocide that 
is being televised. I struggle 
because the capacity of the 
English language to describe 
the horrors unfolding in Gaza is 
insufficient. Our eyes are pulled 
from the scenes of devastation 
which are always positioned as 
justified in the pursuit of evil, 
and on to the next.”

Another SJP member shared 
several realities faced by Gaza 
residents, detailing the poor 
hygienic and dietary conditions 
resulting from Israeli bombings 
and supply blockades.

“Doctors are disinfecting 
wounds with vinegar because 
they have run out of alcohol. 
Children wrapped by their 
parents in dirty bed sheets 
because they have run out of 
body bags. Survivors divided 
a bag of dates among a dozen 
people over days because the 
bakeries and grocery stores have 
been bombed.”

A member of Jewish Voice 
for Peace (JVP) then spoke 
about the joint struggle of 
freeing Palestine and supporting 
Opportunity for All, and urged 

students to unite in their grief.
“That path to determine what 

the university invests in is not 
an inevitable or passive course. 
They have made and keep 
making an active choice,” they 
said. “They have [chosen] to 
invest in militarism, imperialism, 
colonialism and structures of 
white supremacy. We must 
invest in our communities and 
in public resources.”

“Together we hold the heavy 
weight of our shared grief and 
loss and together we organize 
with a collective love for 
liberation.”

The secretaries of UC 
Divest Coalition at UCSB 
shared a message to the UC 
Regents condemning them for 
funneling money into weapons 
manufacturing, funding the 
Thirty  Meter Telescope on 
the sacred Hawaiian summit 
Mauna Kea and hiding behind 
a militarized UC Police 
Department.

“Today, we demand you hear 
us. While you line your pockets 
and grow your investments, let 
us remind you it is our tuition 
dollars you sit atop. We, the 
students, demand you listen. 
You funnel our money into 
weapons manufacturing but 
[are] funding the genocide of 
Palestinians as we speak. As of 
2023, $7 million of our tuition 
money [goes] directly to Israel.”

“We demand the Regents 
cut all ties with corporations, 
projects and partnerships that 
advance war and repress and 
attack our communities,” they 
continued.

Attendees were also 
encouraged to write messages 
on a banner dedicated to the 
children in Palestine.

SJP members ended the 
event by leading the group in 
call-and-response chants and 
encouraged attendees to write 
messages on a banner dedicated 
to the children of Palestine. 

“UC Regents you can’t hide, 
you’re financing genocide. 
UC Regents, what do you say, 
how many deaths did you fund 
today,” they chanted. “UC 
Regents you will learn, invest in 
students the money you earn. 
Not another nickel, not another 
dime, no more money for UC 
crimes.” 

SJP holds vigil for 
Palestine, Opportunity 

for All

Anushka Ghosh Dastidar
Community Outreach
Editor

The collaboration aimed to unite students grieving for Palestine and 
Opportunity for All, and provided a space to mobilize.
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Union workers and students at 
seven UC campuses called for the 
UC to “break up” with Blackstone 
— the largest commercial landlord 
in the U.S. — and promote more 
affordable housing options in 
tandem with Valentine’s Day at a 
Feb. 14 rally.

The joint action was organized 
by the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) 3299, a 
UC-wide union representing over 
30,000 service workers and patient 
care technical workers, among 
others. The union is currently 
undergoing contract negotiations 
with the University for better 
wages and benefits and wants to 
include a clause for divestment 
within their contract, according 
to AFSCME 3299 UC Santa 
Barbara chapter leader Wendy 
Santamaría. The collective effort 
was also supported by the Alliance 
of Californians for Community 
Empowerment (ACCE) Action, 
which previously helped pass the 
Homeless Prevention Act in 2019 
to protect tenant rights. 

“Right now, they’re bargaining 
for better wages, better benefits, 
but one of the specific things that 
we’re negotiating is a housing 
package that is able to provide 
financial assistance for members,” 
Santamaría said. 

In January 2023, the UC 
invested $4.5 billion into 

Blackstone Real Estate Income 
Trust (BREIT) — totaling $6.5 
billion in Blackstone holdings 
that the union is asking to be 
divested. The company has faced 
criticism over claims of raising 
rents, evicting tenants and failing 
to conduct basic maintenance on 
properties to allegedly maximize 
returns to shareholders. Last year 
at UC San Diego, Blackstone 
acquired 6,000 units in a mobile 
park and increased rent prices 
by 40%, according to CalMatters 
reporting.

At UCSB, the rally began at 
Storke Tower at 11 a.m. with 
around 10 students in attendance. 
Santamaría led the group in a 
march to Cheadle Hall, where 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang’s office 
is located on the top floor. 

As the group marched in a 
straight line down the Arbor 
walkway, they chanted “UC, 
UC, you’re no good. Treat 
your workers like you should,” 
“Blackstone, Blackstone, you 
better know. Tenants say you 
got to go,” “What do we want? 
Affordable rent. When do we 
want it? Now” and “Decent 
housing is right. We are here, 
ready to fight.” 

Upon arriving at Cheadle Hall, 
several more campus workers and 
students joined the group. Some 
students carried signs that read 
“Ceasefire in Gaza” and “End the 
occupation.”   

Santamaría asked the group 
to share their personal stories in 

front of Cheadle Hall. 
“This is my story. Today I just 

found out that I have no Valentine. 
So that means I now have no 
place to live. My thoughts are 
thinking of getting a van so I can 
live in that van, because I don’t 
make enough at UCSB to afford 
housing,” UCSB custodian and 
union member Felipe Gonzalez 
said. “My problem with that 
is  that the chancellor makes 
$500,000 above a year and he’s 
on welfare. We’re paying for his 
home.”

“We have value and we want to 
be recognized for that value,” he 
continued.

The group went up the steps 
to the chancellor’s office at 
11:30 a.m. and knocked on the 
doors of the chancellor’s and 
vice chancellor’s offices. Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs 
Margaret Klawunn addressed the 
group 10 minutes after entering 
the building.

“If you don’t wanna live in 
university, you gotta start looking 
for housing in September,” third-
year statistics and data science 
major and AFSCME 3299 
intern Nelson Mu said to the 
vice chancellor. “You look at the 
university housing applications 
— 50% of students don’t get 
housing.”

He referenced how in the 
first few hours of the university 
housing application opening, 
the portal crashed as 3,000-4,000 
students tried to apply. 

“We don’t just have affordable 
housing. We have, in some cases, 
no fucking housing,” Mu said.

“This is a very time-sensitive 
issue. We have people literally 
living in cars, students living 
out of the RecCen. This is a 
dire situation. Can we expect 
an answer from the chancellor 
soon?” Santamaría said. 

Klawunn said Yang was not 
in the building that day and 
said she would “make sure the 
chancellor understood how dire 
it is.” She also pointed out how 
the residence halls currently have 
vacancies for students.

“The workers are not going 
to be living in residence halls,” 
Santamaría said in response. “Our 
demands are not just go build more 
affordable housing. Specifically, 

we are asking the university to 
divest from Blackstone. $7 billion 
in there already that could be 
used for this affordable housing 
that we so desperately need.” 

Klawunn said she would report 
the group’s call for action to the 
chancellor. The rally ended after 
an hour and a half.

“This is something that is 
very interconnected. The more 
the university admits students 
without building housing for 
them, the more students and 
workers are competing for the 
very limited housing here and so 
as a result, you’re seeing rents go 
up, folks getting evicted for little 
to no reason and, honestly, a lot 
of these are illegal evictions for 
the sole purpose of raising rent,” 
Santamaría said. 

UC-wide union rallies for the UC 
to “break up” with Blackstone on 
Valentine’s Day, invest in affordable 

housing
Lizzy Rager
Assistant News Editor

The UC Santa Barbara 
Associated Students Senate 
unanimously passed the Candidate 
Endorsement Act, amending 
legal code to allow candidates in 
Associated Students elections to 
endorse one another, at its Feb. 14 
meeting.

The Associated Students (A.S.) 
Senate also indefinitely tabled a bill 
that aimed to provide funding to 
local Isla Vista-based bands.

The A.S. Senate convenes 
weekly on Wednesdays in the 
University Center Flying A Studios 
Room to pass legislation and 
discuss campus and student issues. 

This was the second Senate 
meeting that has taken place since 
A.S. Internal Vice President Sohum 
Kalia announced his intention to 
yield his duty as chair of the Senate.

Kalia did not immediately 
respond to the Nexus’ request for 
comment on the topic of Senate 
chairship.

The Candidate Endorsement 
Act, co-authored by Senators Eric 
Carlson and Amelia Rowe, will 
amend Article XVIII, Section 2. 
Candidates, B.5.C of A.S. Legal 
Code, which formerly prohibited 
endorsements. The code now reads 
that independent candidates “can 
be endorsed by other Candidates, 
who are currently running in         

the election.”
A.S. previously used a two-party 

system for elections — with the Isla 
Vista Party and the Storke Party — 
but ultimately dissolved the system 
to discourage partisanship among 
students both in and out of A.S.

“The Candidate Endorsement 
Act is an improvement to our 
elections legal code that allows 
candidates to endorse one another, 
which enables coalition building 
which lets people know who 
they’re actually electing,” A.S. 
Off-Campus Senator, Senate 
First President pro-tempore and 
second-year computer science 
major Ephraim Shalunov said. 
“There’s no legitimate reason to 
prevent candidates from endorsing 
one another.”

The bill references an A.S. at 
UC Berkeley (ASUC) Senate bill 
that prohibited candidates from 
forming coalitions or supporting 
other candidates. ASUC President 
Chaka Tellem vetoed the bill on 
April 22, 2023.

The second bill, titled “A 
Resolution to Open a Funding 
Stream for Local Isla Vista-based 
Bands,” was written by Carlson and 
Senator Jeff Adler and attempted to 
create procedures for local bands 
to receive funding from A.S.

Carlson did not immediately 
respond to the Nexus’ request for 
comment on the indefinite tabling 
of the bill.

A.S. Senate 
passes 

Candidate 
Endorsement 
Act, indefinitely 
tables bill to 
fund I.V. bands
Alex Levin
University News Editor

The A.S. Senate convenes weekly on Wednesdays in the University 
Center Flying A Studios Room to pass legislation and discuss 
campus and student issues.
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AFSCME 3299 called for the university to divest its $6.5 billion 
holdings from Blackstone and reinvest in affordable housing.
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The UC Santa Barbara 
College of Letters & Science, 
the Interdisciplinary Humanities 
Center and Arts & Lectures hosted 
a debate on whether or not housing 
is a human right at Campbell Hall 
on Feb. 13, per California’s growing 
housing crisis. 

The debate — “Is Housing a 
Human Right?” — was the 15th 
rendition of the Arthur N. Rupe 
Great Debate Series established 
in 2000. The Santa Barbara-based 
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation funds 
the series via endowment, aiming 
to initiate social change through 
supporting authentic debate. 

The debaters included former 
Union Rescue Mission CEO 
Andy Bales, UC Berkeley Terner 
Center Director David Garcia, 
PolicyLink Director of Housing 
Rasheedah Phillips and National 
Homelessness Law Center Senior 
Policy Director Eric Tars. 

Larry Mantle, the host of 
“AirTalk” and “FilmWeek” on 
NPR member station LAist 89.3, 
moderated the debate.

To begin the event, Mantle 
interviewed fourth-year sociology 
major, UCSB Rapid Rehousing 
Coordinator and Santa Barbara 
County Youth Action Board 

committee member Jessica Castillo 
on her personal experiences with 
the California housing market. 

“My parents were homeless 
when they arrived to the United 
States. Luckily, they were able to 
find housing and I had housing 
growing up, but it wasn’t the most 
safe and secure housing. I had 
siblings and grandparents in a one-
bedroom apartment,” Castillo said.

After dropping out in her 
freshman year due to high housing 
costs, Castillo was able to return to 
UCSB, subleasing a house from a 
mutual friend. Castillo expressed 
gratitude for resources and support 
programs at UCSB, including 
financial aid, CalFresh benefits 
and grant programs like the laptop 
grant. 

“I’m grateful that UCSB is a great 
institution,” Castillo said. “There’s 
all these growing programs, and 
we have transitional housing now, 
in which a student [who] may not 
have safe and secure housing can 
stay for free, have a meal plan and 
housing for about 30 days, all free. 
But obviously, that doesn’t solve 
everything.”

According to the 2023 Annual 
Homeless Assessment Report, 
homelessness in the United States 
in 2023 reached an all-time high 
since 2007. On a single night in 
January 2023, over half a million 

people in America experienced 
homelessness, with California 
accounting for almost half of all 
unsheltered individuals.

In Santa Barbara County, the 
2023 Point-in-Time Count shows 
that nearly 2,000 individuals 
experienced homelessness on 
a single night in January 2023. 
Of those people, 64% were 
unsheltered.

Out of the four panelists, three 
took the position that housing is a 
human right. Rasheedah explained 
that housing is “intrinsically linked 
to human dignity.”

“It’s about being able to provide 
a stable base from which people 
can pursue all the opportunities 
that they need in life, whether it’s 
education, health [or] being able 
to engage in meaningful social and 
cultural activities,” Rasheedah said.

“And so having secure adequate 
housing is the thing that will enable 
people to exercise the other human 
rights that they have, whether it’s a 
right to privacy, whether it’s a right 
to speech [or] a right to pursue 
happiness.”

Rasheedah also argued that the 
government is obligated to provide 
housing, a basic need under the 
social contract theory, for all its 
citizens.

“[The social contract theory] 
posits that the government exists 
essentially to ensure the basic 
needs of its citizens; to ensure 
that those basic needs are met in 
exchange for governance. That 
contract implies that it is our duty 
to protect and ensure access to 
essential needs, which includes 
housing,” Rasheedah said.

Bales argued that housing being 
a human right doesn’t argue for 
universal, guaranteed luxury, saying 

the right to housing must begin 
with more affordable avenues.

“[The right to housing] is not 
being carried out in a way that 
is possible or affordable. It’s a 
myth and a fantasy that we will 
somehow build very expensive 
slow-to-develop units with a 
granite countertop for everybody 
experiencing homelessness,” 
Bales said. “This philosophy of 
housing as a human right led to 
[California’s] misconception that 
that means everybody deserves a 
very expensive unit with granite 
countertops.”

One of the primary points of 
discussion during the debate was 
the Housing First model.  The 
model prioritizes providing a 
safe living environment before 
addressing the other issues 
surrounding homelessness, Mantle 
explained.

“Housing First is the view that 
really before people are going to 
be able to address mental health 
problems or addiction, they need 
to have a safe place to live,” Mantle 
said. “Then they have the ability 
to commit, of their own choice, 
that they are going to get sober 
or they’re going to take advantage 
of mental health services that are 
offered.”

Bales expressed criticism of 
Housing First, frustrated over how 
its policies are too lenient toward 
drug and alcohol use. 

“California is a mess because it’s 
only carrying out Housing First 
and the federal policy and state 
policy that you cannot intervene in 
any way in drug addiction,” Bales 
said. “If I, as a contractor, want to 
offer family housing, I have to sign 
the harm reduction model that I 
won’t intervene in drug use in our 

family housing.”
Tars disagreed with Bales’ 

“causational” thinking about 
Housing First, pointing out that 
there are other reasons Housing 
First has failed in California.

“Correlation is not causation. 
The fact that homelessness has 
increased while Housing First has 
been the primary approach doesn’t 
mean that Housing First has 
caused that homelessness. That 
homelessness has been caused by 
a deep dearth of affordable housing 
and the fact that we used to make 
sure that everybody got a housing 
subsidy that needed one,” Tars said.

Garcia further supported 
Housing First, explaining that the 
model can be very effective when 
carried out correctly.

“We actually have a lot of good 
quality research done on the 
effectiveness of Housing First. So 
through randomized trials, we 
know that when done correctly, 
Housing First shows significant 
reduction of people falling back 
into homelessness,” Garcia said.

The panelists also discussed 
many other facets of the housing 
crisis including the role of the 
private sector, drug and alcohol 
addiction, mental health issues, 
racial inequality, local opposition 
to affordable housing projects and 
more. 

To end the program, the 
panelists took six questions from 
UCSB students and Santa Barbara 
community members, touching on 
topics like personal responsibility, 
housing in Isla Vista, proposed 
legislation and capitalism.

A full recording of the event 
will be available soon on the 
Interdisciplinary Humanities 
Center website. 
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The Santa Barbara-based Arthur N. Rupe Foundation funds the 
series since 2000 via endowment.

Three individuals were arrested 
in Isla Vista on Feb. 12 for felony 
charges of battery with serious 
bodily injury and conspiracy to 
commit crime. The assault was 
premeditated, Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff ’s Office Public 
Information Officer Raquel Zick 
said.

“Large group of suspects 
conspired to batter the two victims 
with hands, feet, and a glass bong,” 
Zick said in a statement to the 
Nexus. 

One of the suspects, 20-year-old 
Jonathan Rodriguez, was arrested 

at 6674 Picasso Road, and the other 
two suspects, 23-year-old Preston 
Thor Cardoza-Schrek and 21-year-
old Samuel Cerrillo Contreras, 
were arrested at 6653 Del Playa 
Drive. Rodriguez received an 
additional felony charge of assault 
with force. 

Zick said the crime violated 
three California penal code 
sections regarding assault and 
battery, battery causing serious 
bodily injury and conspiracy to 
commit a crime. 

The three suspects were 
processed into Santa Barbara 
County Jail with individual bail 
amounts of $50,000. Court hearing 
dates are pending. 
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where money has rolled over from 
the quarters directly following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Berukhim 
added that F&B has received an 
increase in funding requests for 
this quarter. 

“We had a lot more money to 
hand out in the past few years 
because of [COVID-19], not 
many events were going on and 
then that money just kept rolling 
over that span,” Berukhim said. 
“This quarter, we’re seeing just 
kind of an unprecedented amount 
of requests.”

“The bulk of the committee’s 
decision was just like, we funded 
you guys last quarter this full 
amount, and we don’t have as 
much flexibility because we’re 
getting so many more requests 
this quarter. We’re gonna have 
to prioritize other events,” she 
continued.

When considering a funding 
request from an RCO, F&B first 
evaluates whether or not the 
request violates any A.S. financial 
policies. If the request adheres 
to A.S. policy, the committee 
then asks the designated RCO 
representative about what the 
funds will be used for before 
assessing whether or not the 
request is a “good use of student 
fees,” according to Berukhim.

“The a capella groups request 
$4,500 a quarter — it’s like five 
or six acapella groups — and the 
committee didn’t think it was the 
best use of student fees to drop 
so much of our budget on this 
a capella concert this quarter,” 
Berukhim said. “As much as I 
would love to fund them if we had 
an unlimited amount of money, 
there are so many other groups on 
campus that are doing awesome 
events.”

According to third-year earth 
science major and VocalMotion 
Vice President Angela Larson, 
this is the first time in the past 
few years that campus a cappella 
groups have not received funding 
from F&B.

“We were just confused because 
it had never happened before,” 
Larson said. “We’ve always 
submitted all of our funding 
requests with enough notice, and 
we always submit our requisitions 
and we make sure everything gets 
done.”

Larson said that VocalMotion 

submitted its winter quarter 
funding request during Week 
3, and while their requests are 
normally approved within a week, 
the group did not find out until 
Week 6 that their requests were 
denied.

InterVals Music Director and 
third-year feminist studies major 
Wiz Saint-Jean said InterVals 
submitted its F&B funding request 
around the same time, and also did 
not hear back until Week 6.

“The problem wasn’t that they 
didn’t want to fund us, it was more 
just that they waited. It seemed like 
they kind of ignored our funding 
request, or maybe it slipped 
through the cracks or something,” 
Larson said. “It left us scrambling 
for funding a week and a half 
before our concert.”

Saint-Jean expressed her 
disappointment with the 
committee’s decision to deny 
funding for campus a cappella 
groups.

“F&B funding and generally our 
school is funded by the tuition 
that the students pay, and so it’s 
disappointing, I guess, to not see 
that money coming back to us this 
way, to help us put on an event 
for our community that is free for 
everyone to come watch,” she said.

Larson said a cappella concerts 
are integral to campus life — not 
only for a cappella groups, but for 
the UCSB student body.

“A lot of people also love a 
capella, it’s just a fun thing. It’s fun 
to be like, ‘hey, let’s go to a college 
a cappella concert,’” Larson 
said.  “Myself and so many other 
people find these concerts to be so 
important.”

Larson said VocalMotion has 
individually raised enough funds to 
hold its quarterly concert on Feb. 
24, but in a limited capacity. The 
group will use area microphones 
instead of their usual handheld 
microphones, and they will not 
use their usual sound engineer, 
who VocalMotion usually pays 
through their F&B funding. 

InterVals also plans to hold its 
quarterly concert on March 2, 
potentially without microphones, 
according to InterVals president 
Sana Vijaynathan. 

Larson and Saint-Jean said that 
VocalMotion and InterVals are 
currently looking at options for 
funding their future concerts.

A CAPELLA FUNDING Continued 
from p.1

to the beach — hence why he 
didn’t include the properties in 
a list for at-risk properties. Less 
than 20% of properties are at-
risk in I.V., Lindberg noted.

Santa Barbara County 
(SBC) Director of Planning & 
Development Lisa Plowman 
presented the history and 
progress of the Isla Vista Bluff 
Policy — an effort undertaken 
in 2023 by County Supervisor 
Laura Capps — per 12 cliff-
related deaths since 1993. In 
November 2023, Capps’ new 
eight-step bluff safety plan 
passed in a unanimous board 
vote, proposing raised fence 
heights, increased lighting 
and warning signs, cliff-side 
bathrooms, horticulture and 
cliff-side safety education. 

Plowman began the 
presentation with a background 
on the structural development 
of the I.V. bluffs, beginning in 
1928 with less than a dozen 
structures on Del Playa Drive 
to 2024 with approximately 
84 structures currently on the 
bluffs.

The Isla Vista Bluff Policy 
was established in 2004 in 
collaboration with Cotton, 
Shires & Associates (CSA), 
an engineering and geology 
consulting firm, protecting 
cliffside residents from bluff 
erosion through established 
building code regulations. It was 
revised to include geotechnical 
report requirements in 2020 
after a 2019 geotechnical 
evaluation conducted by CSA.

“The county contracted with 
Cotton Shires engineering 
firm to do a report on that, 
we took public comment on 
it and the policy was changed. 
That policy basically then said 
now we expect that there can 
be up to 10 feet of sloughing at 
any one time, and we had not 
previously seen that,” Plowman 
said.

The Bluff Policy stipulates to 
identify when properties near 
the bluff are at risk, conduct a 
geotechnical study if necessary 
and subsequently decide if a 
property needs to be set back 
or be engineered otherwise. 

“In some circumstances … 
we will require that the building 

be cut back if the geotechnical 
report comes back with that 
recommendation and we cut 
that building back we create 
a larger bluff setback. And, 
in some cases, there might 
be lateral supports that are 
developed that support the 
structure from the street out 
towards the bluffs,” Plowman 
said.

According to the policy, 
buildings with foundations 20 
feet from the bluffs will receive 
a notice from the county 
requesting a geotechnical 
study be done on the property. 
Buildings within 15 feet will be 
sent a Notice of Violation (NOV) 
and are required to complete a 
geotechnical study specific to 
the site. Buildings within 10 feet 
will receive a Notice to Vacate 
and are required to establish 
a maximum collapse width as 
well, with a county-sponsored 
geotechnical engineer.

Two different state-officiated 
permits are required before 
any construction on cliffside 
properties may be conducted. 
Prior to planning, a Coastal 
Development Permit is required. 
A building permit must then 
be granted before construction 
to ensure all plans conform to 
the I.V. Bluff Policy’s Submittal 
Requirements and Permit 
Process. Emergency permits 
may be granted through an 
expedited process in cases of 
immediate danger such as a 
storm. 

As of February, 147 NOVs 
and 96 building permits have 
been issued.

Site inspections are 
conducted four times yearly to 
monitor the bluffs, according 
to Plowman. Photographs 
are typically taken from the 
oceanside during periods of 
low tide due to difficulties 
in obtaining permission 
for onsite inspections from 
property owners; SBC started 
capturing drone shots of the 
bluffs in partnership with the 
Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department in January 2023.

According to Plowman, in the 
event of storms and other major 
events such as earthquakes or 
high tides, further inspections 

will follow.
Since 2020, SBC has sent 

emails and door-to-door 
notices to individuals living in 
at-risk cliffside Del Playa Drive 
properties, warning them to 
stay away from the bluffs during 
periods of storms.

“We have done hundreds of 
field inspections and done a 
lot of reviews of the technical 
studies that we do get, and then 
we work with the landowner to 
implement those improvements 
that come from that study,” 
Plowman said.

Plowman concluded the 
bluff safety presentation by 
discussing measures taken to 
preserve specific properties 
along the bluffs following the 
recent storms. She said 6757 
Del Playa Drive was vacated 
and is pending demolition after 
irrepressible storm damage, 
and 6625 Del Playa Drive has 
had cantilevered beams added 
as structural support to help 
mitigate erosion. 

The second half of the 
bluff discussion opened up to 
questions from the audience 
and board. 

IVCSD Director Jay Freeman 
asked how the plan included 
buildings that were damaged in 
the storm, to which Plowman 
noted that a property where 
a patio had collapsed was 
bolstered with new fencing and 
the rest of the patio was cut 
back to prevent further damage.

“If we see what we think is 
dangerous and there is potential 
to detach, we will have them 
cut it back,” Plowman said.

She explained that it is hard 
to predict which properties 
would need to be setback due 
to the unpredictable condition 
of the soil beneath these 
buildings, which can be affected 
by moisture levels. 

“Patios are cut back quite 
frequently, some property 
several times a year,” Lindberg 
added. 

IVCSD Vice President Carrie 
Topliffe raised concerns over 
the tenants not being aware if 
their properties had an NOV, 
as the communication goes 
between the landowner and the 
citing company. She also noted 

that the online information 
should be easily searchable. 

“This is all public 
information. It’s all available 
through our website,” Plowman 
answered. “But we don’t go 
out and reach out to tenants 
and explain what it is we’re 
doing with the landlord. We 
rely on the landowner to be 
communicating with their 
tenants.”

Topliffe added that due to 
the high tenant turnover in 
I.V., it’s important that renters 
are knowledgeable about their 
rights and bluff resources. 

IVCSD President Marcos 
Aguilar asked if drones could 
be used more frequently for site 
inspections as a safer alternative 
to human inspections. 
Plowman said she would be 
interested in working with the 
fire department on the idea. 

Tara Robinson, a UC 
Santa Barbara graduate who 
presented research on bluff 
erosion solutions at a 2023 
IVCSD meeting, asked if the 
structural support of balconies 
is taken into consideration in 
geotechnical inspections.

Lindberg said certain 
properties are analyzed more 
closely, such as the “heavily 
engineered” oceanside 
properties with jutting balconies 
which are monitored every 
year by the Cotton, Shires & 
Associates group.

Furthermore, Plowman said 
most property owners have 
been compliant with the NOV. 

“Most planners don’t wanna 
get into that situation. They 
wanna cooperate. They got a 
lot of money invested in these 
properties and they wanna 
make sure they’re safe ‘cause 
they want kids living in them,” 
Plowman said.

Capps asked if the volume 
of students on a balcony 
is taken into consideration 
and if “human behavior” is a 
variable considered in property 
assessments.

“I would think that there 
must be some limit. We’ve all 
seen examples of huge parties 
out in Isla Vista where uninvited 
guests can get out on these 
patios that can definitely create 

an overload situation that can 
make matters worse,” Lindberg 
said regarding the assessments.

Capps also emphasized that 
the balconies should make their 
capacity limit available not only 
to the tenants but to anyone on 
the property.  

“They’re designed for a 
very high level. But I agree 
it’s a legitimate concern,” SBC 
Building Official Craig Johnson 
said.

“The railings along the edge of 
the bluff are a concern if people 
are all pushing on that all the 
same time,” he continued. “I’ve 
seen pictures of the gatherings 
out there.

Capps and Plowman 
encouraged a maximum 
capacity limit to be posted on 
the balconies. 

I.V. resident Enrique José 
“Henry” Sarria raised concerns 
over how when new fences 
are drilled in during setbacks, 
fractures from drilling concrete 
to anchor the fence introduce 
score marks, which do not 
break linearly and can fracture 
into the fence.

“I personally feel that a lot 
of those buildings should be 
torn and built toward the street 
more,” Sarria said. 

Because of public 
transportation access, the 
availability of parking spaces 
isn’t necessary, Sarria said. 
However, the California Coastal 
Commission limits the removal 
of parking spaces, according to 
Plowman. 

History and political science 
double major and IVCSD 
Director Ela Schulz expressed 
discontent with communication 
between landowners and 
tenants. 

“I personally know a couple 
of the people who live at the 
property that just experienced 
the bluff collapse and there 
was a complete lack of 
communication between them 
and their landlord unless it’s 
facilitated by a third party,” 
Schulz said.

Aguilar closed the meeting 
with a recommendation for 
more events like the town 
hall between the county and 
IVCSD.

BLUFFS SAFETY Continued from p.1

JUMP ON THE SCHOOL BUS Continued from p.1

sourcing from an independent 
source he directly spoke with. 

“I interviewed my source at 
length and in person, and he 
was in a position to know the 
things he told me,” Chandler 
said in a statement to the 
Nexus. “I signed and filed the 
complaint.” 

The dispute also follows 
alleged, informal disputes 
between Jump and Bill’s Bus, 
a longtime Santa Barbara 
bussing service since 1991 that 
also provides transportation 
for college night. Bill’s Bus 
owner Craig Jenkins officially 
filed complaints to the 
Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) in May 2023, which 
were closed later that year, 
determining that Jump was 
operating within the scope of 
its license. 

Burns subsequently 
received communication 
from Chandler that the 
investigation was reopened 
with the current class action 
complaint on Jan. 31. 

Topping confirmed under 
oath by the court that he did 
not file the complaint because 
of a request from Jenkins, 
saying he filed it of his own 
independent will. 

The primary allegation 
— “unlawfully charging 
individual bus fares not 
permitted by the California 
[PUC] and the class members, 
whom are students at UCSB 
— categorizes the claim’s 
impact to a ‘fare-paid class’ 
and a ‘stranded class.’ The 
former is all users who paid 
Jump $20 via Venmo for bus 
transportation. The latter is 
those who were stranded in 
downtown SB despite being 
given a wrist band as proof of 
payment, “which entitled the 
student to the return trip to 
Isla Vista,” according to the 
complaint. 

“On numerous occasions, 
Jump failed to provide a bus 
for the return trip, leaving 
students stranded and needing 
to fend for themselves; many 
of whom were no doubt 
drunk,” the complaint read. 

Chandler clarified that the 
only exception to Jump’s 
license restriction is if the 

company was conducting 
sightseeing tours. Jump 
claimed under oath, according 
to him, that its Thursday 
night transportation services 
are for sightseeing purposes. 
Chandler expressed doubt to 
this claim. 

“Our plaintiff never intended 
to go on a sightseeing tour, 
there were no sites shown 
to him on his trip,” he said. 
“These buses leave around 
9:30 at night … I sincerely 
doubt any of these students 
are taking a sightseeing trip at 
9:30 at night.” 

The complaint alleges that 
Jump has failed to maintain 
a list of its serviced buses 
with the PUC and failed to 
conduct proper, documented 
inspection of its vehicles. The 
seventh clause of action claims 
that Jump “hid” its buses from 
California Highway Patrol 
“by removing the buses from 
its storage area when the 
inspections take place.” 

According to the fifth and 
sixth clauses, Jump’s drivers 
also “did not hold the required 
licenses” at the time “they 
drove buses transporting 
UCSB students and other 
passengers.” Citing California 
Vehicle Code, the complaint 
claims that the drivers were 
also not given legally required 
breaks prior to the start of 
their Thursday night shifts. 

“Jump employs drivers who 
work shifts driving buses for 
other companies … and then 
work a shift for Jump, resulting 
in the drivers working more 
than 10 hours without any 
break,” the complaint read. 

Burns said the defendant 
denies all allegations, saying 
the claim is “without merit” 
and “has been instigated by a 
competitor of the defendant.” 
Cross actions have yet to be 
filed. 

Jenkins, who is not involved 
in the ongoing lawsuit, 
spoke of his first encounter 
with Jump about a decade 
ago when his buses would 
station themselves in front of 
Embarcadero Hall. 

“Black school buses started 
showing up, and they would 
park across the street from us 

in the red zone,” he said. “And 
the kids wouldn’t know, they 
just saw a bus and assumed it 
was Bill’s Bus.” 

Jenkins said Bill’s Bus 
then chose a new location 
to park — 6575 Seville Road, 
approximately eight years 
ago. He claimed Jump began 
parking its own vehicles in 
that same location thereafter. 

“All of a sudden, these black 
school buses started coming 
out of nowhere, impersonating 
Bill’s Bus,” Jenkins said. “They 
would load up just anywhere, 
[and] the kids would get to 
them before they would get 
to us and the kids wouldn’t 
know the difference.” 

Jenkins said college night 
attendees have been mixing 
up Bill’s Bus and Jump since 
Jump’s entrance into the I.V. 
scene.

“I’ve been fielding 
complaints about this 
company, how they operate 
and how people are getting in 
fights,” he said. “Their security 
staff is beating up students 
and the kids are trying to file 
complaints against us.” 

“It’s been a nightmare for 
about the last 10 years.”

Jenkins spoke of Jump’s 
“disregard for public safety” 
in following the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) guidelines 
during the 2020 COVID-19 
pandemic — not cited or 
related to the ongoing case — 
in expressing his concerns for 
the safety of students utilizing 
the bussing system. 

“During the whole 
pandemic, we didn’t operate, 
we followed CDC guidelines, 
we didn’t run buses on 
graduation weekend,” he said. 
“But we went out  there and 
[Jump] had probably eight 
or nine buses full of kids, no 
one’s wearing masks, 60-80 
kids. There was no regard for 
public safety.” 

The case will be conferenced 
in a trial on Oct. 16 at 11:30 
a.m. by judicial officer Thomas 
Anderle. 

The Nexus will continue 
to report on this topic as 
more information becomes 
available.
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

ZOE GONZALES / DAILY NEXUS 

Every year, dozens of 
optimistic high school juniors 
visit our beautiful campus to 
be guided to random buildings 
by hungover college seniors 
who you may recognize from 
that band thing or that other 
band thing. You may f ind 
these conspicuous visitors by 
the new bike shop looking at 
the new bike shop, or even 
by the UCen looking at the 
UCen. You’ll recognize them 
by their ability to stare at 
you, a college specimen, as 
you bike past them or by 
their faux intrigue at the tour 

guide’s improv speech about 
the signif icance of Storke 
Tower as it marks the hour in 
its signature lack-of-tune. 

 You may recognize 
these young folk most 
characteristically, however, 
by their quirky-bordering-on-
migraine-inducing habit of 
walking on the rough tarred-
and-lined bike paths next to 
the smooth-and-paved walk 
paths. Why, you ask? There 
are a few reasons that could 
be at play.

1. Underdeveloped pre-
frontal cortex: 

We must understand that 
these are kids who may be 
following their high school 

“ love”/best f r iend/good 
friend/group partner to 
college. Which is to say: their 
brains suck. Their brains suck 
for reasons that are not their 
fault. Their brains suck in 
ways that the Juul marketing 
department adores. Or 
in ways that their driving 
instructor hates. But our 
brains sucked at one point 
too. Which is to say: this 
isn’t their fault and it isn’t our 
place to say they are dumb.

2. They are dumb: I don’t 
know, man. 

The bike paths are pretty 
obvious. Have you ever even 
seen a roundabout that was 
made for walking? That’s 

because they don’t exist. 
But somehow that doesn’t 
raise any alarms for the 
Meandering Many. It’s not 
even like there’s a spot on 
campus where the bike paths 
are not directly next to a 
walking path. For the most 
part, footpaths are paved with 
consistent concrete across 
California, whereas blacktop 
is exclusively for vehicles of 
transport and kickball. So I 
don’t know really, they may 
just be dumb and it is their 
fault.

3. The universe is absurd: 
Maybe we should expect 

nothing more from existence 
but this. We are all Sisyphus 

with our own personal 
boulder. Looking for a 
reason or explanation for 
our fate only to f ind that 
there is none. Maybe the 
lack of explanation is the 
punishment itself. Maybe we 
are all on trial for believing 
only the guilty are charged. 
Maybe we are bound to lose 
our grasp of this stone a 
million times, only to f ind 
before us on the bike path the 
next high-schooler-shaped 
boulder.

God enjoys quizzing himself 
on different dog breeds and 
following Deuxmoi on Instagram.

 On Friday, Delta Alpha 
Delta was disbanded from UC 
Santa Barbara’s Interfraternity 
Council after they received 
concerning reports of hazing 
from their current pledge 
class. Some of the most 
tormenting rituals that they 
had to endure included 
attending all of their classes, 
turning in their assignments 
on time and contributing to 
group projects.
 These rituals were 

deemed unacceptable by 
the Interfraternity Council 
(IFC) because they directly 
contradict their anti-hazing 
policy.
 “Hazing is anything that 
inf licts unnecessary harm 
on others for the sake of 
initiation,” IFC President 
and fourth-year economics 
major Chad Brad said. “The 
rituals that Delta Alpha Delta 
(D.A.D.) was making their 
pledges do were straight up 
inhumane and physically 
impossible for many of them.”
 D.A.D. pledges reported 

developing serious trauma 
from the rituals, some even 
experiencing stress-induced 
psychosis.
 “Once I actually had to 
go to class — that shit was 
insane,” pledge and f irst-year 
communication major Kyler 
Tyler said. “I can’t believe I 
actually had to work on this 
one group presentation. This 
crazy bitch in my group was 
like, ‘You need to open your 
laptop.’ I was like, ‘What the 
fuck is that?’” 
 Some pledges were so 
scarred from the experience 

that they turned down an 
interview with The Daily 
Stench. One source preferred 
to send in a written statement.
 “D.A.D. shuld bee shut 
down. i had 2 loggin to canvus 
four the f irst tyme and i wus 
so skared,” the anonymous 
pledge wrote. “this is crool 
and unyushual punishmint.”
 In light of these allegations, 
the IFC conducted a further 
investigation into D.A.D.’s 
hazing process. They found 
evidence of other brutal 
rituals, including forcing 
pledges to take an anti-

discrimination course and not 
allowing them to use Zyns for 
up to eight hours.
 The IFC vows to not allow 
another incident like this 
to happen again at UCSB 
fraternities.
 “If you’re in a fraternity, 
going to class is never okay. A 
brother should never have to 
go through that,” Brad said. 
“We promise to protect every 
Ethan, Andrew and Jack from 
ever having to do work again.”

 Joseph R. Biden says, “Go 
Greek!”
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Researchers at UC Santa 
Barbara have found that, 
while often experiencing more 
discrimination than other sexual 
orientation minority groups, 
people who identify as bisexual 
are rarely considered to have been 
victims of such discrimination 
when compared to a ‘competitor’ 
of a perceived higher social status. 

The research team, led by 
Elizabeth Quinn-Jensen, a fourth-
year doctoral candidate in UCSB’s 
Department of Psychological 
& Brain Sciences, published a 
paper earlier this month looking 
at whether bisexual people 
experience discrimination and, if 
so, how often they are perceived 
as having been discriminated 
against, depending on their 
relative social status.

Despite a minimal amount 
of existing research on 
discrimination against bisexual 
people, it has been estimated 
that more Americans identify 
as bisexual than gay or lesbian, 
with almost 12% of Generation 
Z Americans identifying as 
bisexual. Acknowledging this gap 
in the literature, Quinn-Jensen 
and her team were interested 
in attempting to shed light on 
discrimination against this group. 

“This research really stemmed 
from, first of all, my own personal 
experience as a bisexual woman, 
but kind of this question that 
I had noticed was popping up 
frequently which is ‘can or do 
bisexual people even experience 
discrimination,’” Quinn-Jensen 
said. “Which I thought was an 
interesting question, because we 
know from literature and research 
in this area that bisexual people 
experience a lot of discrimination 
by both heterosexual people and 
gay and lesbian people.”

After reviewing two decades’ 
worth of lawsuits pertaining to 
workplace discrimination, Quinn-
Jensen found that, of an already 
very small number of suits filed 
by people identifying as bisexual, 
only one was successful in ruling 
for the bisexual plaintiff. “So, that 
got me thinking about how or 
why might bisexual people be 
less likely to be seen as targets of 
discrimination,” she said.

This study explores the 
prototype Model of Attributions 
to Discrimination, which is 
essentially a framework that 
describes how people use 
“prototypes,” based on physical 
characteristics, social and cultural 

roles, etc., in order to determine 
who is most likely to either 
be a perpetrator or victim of 
discrimination, harassment or 
violent crimes. Quinn-Jensen and 
her colleagues, Dr. Zoe Liberman 
and Dr. Brenda Major of UCSB 
and Dr. Sara Burke of Syracuse 
University, saw that the likelihood 
of whether bisexual people are 
seen as victims of discrimination 
tends to be correlated with their 
relative social status and who they 
are being compared to. 

“[Bisexual people are] thought 
to be a sexual minority, so 
they’re probably more likely to 
experience discrimination than 
heterosexual people,” Quinn-
Jensen said. “But they’re often 
believed to have ‘heterosexual 
privilege,’ especially within 
hetero-passing relationships, and 
thus are maybe more likely to be 
seen as targets of discrimination 
than gay and lesbian people.” In 
order to test this experimentally, 
the researchers set up three main 
studies, in which participants — 
all identifying as heterosexual, to 
minimize bias — were asked to 
read different scenarios related to 
workplace discrimination.

The paper describes how 

bisexual people often report being 
fired from their jobs or given 
unfair performance evaluations 
by supervisors due to their sexual 
orientation. A 2022 UCLA study 
found that bisexual people are 
overall less likely (than their gay/
lesbian colleagues) to be “out” 
to their supervisors at work, but 
those who are experienced high 
levels of discrimination. 

In addition, Quinn-Jensen’s 
paper highlights that bisexual 
people are more likely to report 
an annual income of less than 
$30,000, compared to lesbians, 
gay men or U.S. adults generally, 
as well as more likely to be living 
beneath the poverty line.

According to Quinn-Jensen, the 
first study was designed to gauge 
peoples’ initial “evaluations” of a 
bisexual target. Participants were 
randomly assigned to one of 
six possible groups, where they 

read a scene in which a “target,” 
who worked at a law firm, 
applied for but was subsequently 
denied a funding opportunity 
after their male boss overheard 
a conversation regarding their 
sexual orientation. Participants 
were then asked to rate the 
extent to which they believed 
the target had possibly been a 
victim of discrimination based 
on various factors, including 
sexual orientation. Consistent 
with the researchers’ hypothesis, 
participants’ rated both the gay/
lesbian target and the bisexual 
target as similarly more likely 
to have faced sexual orientation 
discrimination. 

“We theorize that because [the 
participants] only read about one 
person of one sexual orientation, 
and they weren’t doing these 
comparisons,” Quinn-Jensen 
said. “If you just read about a 
bisexual person experiencing 
discrimination, the default is that 
they’re probably being compared 
to a heterosexual person, and 
so you’re like ‘well of course, 
they’re more likely [to experience 
discrimination.’” 

The second study, on the 
other hand, introduced a clearly 
established “competitor,” who 
won out over the target for the 
funding opportunity. Specifically, 
this study compared bisexual 
women and lesbian women to see 
if there is a difference in people’s 
perceptions of both groups as 
victims of discrimination. Quinn-
Jensen and her colleagues found 
that, once again consistent with 
their hypothesis, participants 
answered that a lesbian woman 
who lost to a bisexual woman was 
more likely to have experienced 
discrimination than a bisexual 
woman who lost to a lesbian 
woman 

The third and final study 
divided participants into groups 
in which they were presented 
with scenarios describing either 
lesbian or bisexual women 
losing a job opportunity to 
either a heterosexual or sexual 
minority competitor. The 
results of this study showed that 
participants were similarly likely 
to say that the lesbian woman 
had been discriminated against, 
whether she lost to a bisexual 
or to a heterosexual competitor. 
However, participants were more 
likely to say that the bisexual 
woman’s loss was attributed to 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation when the competitor 
was heterosexual. The researchers 
then repeated this third study 

with male participants, and 
found that participants were 
more likely to perceive gay and 
bisexual men as equally “low-
status,” and thus similarly likely to 
experience discrimination when 
the competitor was heterosexual. 

Quinn-Jensen believes that 
these results have to do with how 
people often invalidate bisexuality, 
by reducing, for example, bisexual 
women to being heterosexual or 
bisexual men to being gay. 

“It could be the case that people 
are ascribing bisexual and gay men 
to this similar level of status and 
likelihood of being discriminated 
against,” she said. 

They also thought that it 
could simply be due to men 
being granted less flexibility in 
their sexual orientation, leading 
to perceptions that they are 
similar in status to gay men, or 
even that because there are more 
“out” bisexual women than men, 
bisexual women are seen as a sort 
of prototypical bisexual.

The researchers also found that, 
after asking participants who they 
thought bisexual men and women 
were likely to date in the future, 
the overwhelming result was that 
both groups were predicted to be 
in a relationship with a man. 

“It could just be that people 
were like, ‘well a bisexual man is 
more likely to be in a relationship 
with a man, and so is more likely 
to experience stigmatization [than 
a bisexual woman]’” Quinn-Jensen 
said.

Quinn-Jensen’s previous 
research on discrimination and 
violence against the LGBTQIA+ 
community, including a 2021 
paper she co-authored on how 
“affective disgust” plays a role 
in predicting how gay male 
homicide victims are perceived, 
also influenced this paper on 
discrimination against bisexual 
people. At the time of researching 
and writing the 2021 paper, 
Quinn-Jensen had been reading 
a lot about different LGBTQIA+ 
groups’ success rates in various 
types of legal cases.

“That is actually how I came 
across that case review looking at 
the number of successful bisexual 
discrimination lawsuits,” she said.

Despite focusing on theory-
driven research, Quinn-Jensen is 
very interested in how the theory 
extends to the real world. 

“I’m really interested, in 
particular, in discrimination 
against the queer and LGBTQ+ 
community — that is one of the 
overarching areas of research that 
I’m very passionate about, as being 

a member of that community,” 
Quinn-Jensen said. “But I also 
really like to study what the real-
world implications are of this 
discrimination.” 

Indeed, as the paper discusses, 
the implications of discrimination 
— conscious or not — against 
bisexual people often reach into 
the legal system. In all three 
studies, participants were asked 
to comment on the legitimacy 
of hypothetical lawsuits brought 
forth by heterosexual, lesbian and 
bisexual targets. The majority of 
participants both favored lesbian 
plaintiffs’ suits over those of 
bisexual plaintiffs, as well as viewed 
the suit of a sexual minority as 
more legitimate when they lost to 
a heterosexual defendant, rather 
than a defendant of the other 
sexual minority (i.e. bisexual or 
gay/lesbian.) The research team 
acknowledges remaining questions 
that need to be answered, such 
as whether the sexual identity 
of the perpetrator (in this case, 
the boss) may have an effect on 
the outcome (who received the 
funding opportunity).  In addition, 
the researchers recognized the 
potential for more studies with a 
more diverse group of participants 
with regard to sexual identity, as 
well as looking at contexts other 
than the workplace. Nevertheless, 
the researchers emphasize the 
importance of this study in 
closing gaps in research regarding 
bisexual people, particularly any 
discrimination they face, as well as 
in “open[ing] the door” to further 
research on intermediate identities 
and discrimination, such as that 
against biracial people. 

“This work is really important 
because I think there are a lot of 
beliefs that bisexual people aren’t 
stigmatized or that they aren’t 
experiencing discrimination 
because they are thought to 
hold this heterosexual privilege, 
whereas the literature shows that 
they are often, in fact they may be 
more, stigmatized or at least more 
negatively evaluated than even 
gay and lesbian people,” Quinn-
Jensen said. 

She stressed the need for a 
shift in mentality and encouraged 
reflection about how our socio-
cultural biases may be impacting 
our opinions and actions. 

“We need to be careful about 
how we’re thinking of [questions] 
like ‘can a bisexual person be a 
target of discrimination,’ and ‘are 
the prototypes we have about 
who is more or less likely to be 
a victim potentially influencing 
these decisions.’”
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Most people believe the 

havoc wildfires wreak is owed to 
their building-engulfing flames. 
Renowned economist Dr. Patrick 
Baylis from the University of 
British Columbia, who presented 
at UC Santa Barbara’s Bren Hall 
on Feb. 12, says otherwise: the 
danger of wildfires lie in ember 
branding, the very foundation of 
a house.

Dr. Baylis presented his newly 
published study on wildfire 
mitigation through federal policies 
and increased public awareness. 

Wildfires have been a persistent 
and costly environmental issue 
in California. Over a quarter of 
the state’s population lives in 
areas with high wildfire risks 
and although various state 
and federal policies require 
homeowners in high risk areas 
to take precautionary measures, 
these laws are seldom enforced. 
In addition, Baylis mentioned that 
many common wildfire counter 
measures such as vegetation 
management actually exacerbates 
the problem as the natural fire 
cycle is disrupted, increasing 
the frequency of wildfires while 
decreasing native vegetation’s 
resistance. 

Baylis’ research also examines 
the financial aspect of wildfire 
management, citing a large 
mismatch between local and 

federal investment in suppression 
efforts. According to the 
Congressional Budget Office, 
the federal government spends 
around $2.5 billion dollars per year 
on wildfire suppression yet total 
acreage and homes destroyed has 
been increasing since 2016.  

Previous        researchers 
encountered difficulties finding 
cost effective ways to enforce 
wildfire prevention regulations. 
For instance, a wildfire building 
code was introduced in Oregon 
but received massive pushback 
with the lawmaker even receiving 
death threats from multiple 
homeowners. 

To address the issue of public 
pushback and lack of standardized 
practices, Baylis and his team 
began comparing different 
incentivization techniques with 
over 4,000 homeowners in 
Jackson County, Oregon, to figure 
out methods of establishing a 
cohesive wildfire suppression 
system. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
the danger of wildfires reside 
in the embers rather than the 
flames. Construction materials 
such as wood or bark are highly 
combustible when in contact with 
embers. Dead plants and leaves 
in backyards also speeds up the 
progress of wildfires. Firebrands 
from conifers can also fly through 
the air, sometimes a considerable 
distance, and ignite homes 
without the flames ever coming 

near the property. 
To combat this phenomenon, 

homeowners are advised to set up 
zones known as defensible spaces 
by replacing flammable material 
and debris. 

However, the cost of 
establishing defensible space can 
vary greatly as some properties 
simply need to be cleaned while 
others need complete renovations 
using hardscape materials. 

To start, Baylis and his team 
began distributing flyers around 
Jackson County. There were four 
types of flyers distributed ranging 
from moral suasion to $250-$500 
cash subsidies that encouraged 
residents to contact local fire 
departments for a defensible space 
diagnostic. 

Flyers were randomly 
distributed, with control 
groups receiving flyers without 
the promise of a subsidy. 
Unfortunately, the initial set of 
distributed flyers did not receive 
the anticipated response, with 
only 10% of homeowners in the 
experimental group contacting 
the local fire department. 

In an attempt to increase local 
engagement, Baylis decided to 
switch the flyers into letter form 
with fewer pictures and more 
words describing the importance 
of defensible space. Surprisingly, 
the feedback rate nearly doubled. 

Such proactivity amongst 
residents has been unprecedented 
in previous wildfire studies and 

is a promising sign for growing 
public awareness of wildfire risk 
management. 

“We use our results to calculate 
spatially differentiated implicit 
subsidies for homeowners 
throughout the western United 
States,” Baylis said in his article. 
“Wildfire protection represents a 
large transfer of federal and state 
revenues to homeowners in high-
cost places, making it an important 
mechanism for redistribution to 
rural and ex-urban areas that have 
not been fully appreciated by 

economists.” 
As climate change continues 

to alter the occurrence of natural 
disasters across the world, the 
cost of policy implementation 
also rises exponentially — and 
researchers must come up with 
new adaptive counter measures 
which must be reflected in public 
policy. 

In the wake of the pilot 
program’s success, Baylis stated 
that he is excited to continue his 
study on a broader scale across 
the American West. 
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COURTESY OF FLICKR

Residents can protect their homes from wildfires by setting up 
‘defensible spaces.’  

Almost 12% of 

Generation Z 

Americans identify as 

bisexual

“
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SPORTSThe College Football Playoff 
Selection Committee unanimously 
approved a 5+7 model for a new 
12-team playoff with the goal to 

implement the new model this fall.

Armchair QB
Freshmen pitcher Ainsley Waddell earned 

her first career award as The Big West 
Softball Freshman of the Week. The 

freshman went 1-1 with a 1.70 ERA in 12 
innings with 13 strikeouts.

UCSB Athletics

The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
basketball team was able to 
break their 3-game losing 
streak against the University 
of Hawai'i at Manoa Rainbow 
Warriors on Feb. 17. The 
Gauchos were down by 9 at the 
half, but a successful second 
half allowed the Gauchos to 
leave the Thunderdome with 
a 77-71 victory. The team now 
has a conference record of 7-8, 
which is good enough for No. 
6 in the Big West.

Like most times this season 
when playing against a Big 
West opponent, the Gauchos 
started slow. The team shot 
just 33.33% from the f ield in 
the f irst half while shooting 

30% from the 3-point line. 
There was little offensive 
aggression, as the team shot 
just 2 free throws in the entire 
half. Although UCSB jumped 
out to a 9-0 lead to start, things 
quickly went downhill. The 
Rainbow Warriors responded 
with 10 points of their own and 
were able to hold on for the 
rest of the half as the Gauchos 
entered halftime down by 9. 
The offense throughout the 
half was stagnant and shots 
refused to go in the basket. 
Players throughout the roster 
were ill or injured, but the 
Gauchos did not falter and 
refused to use adversity as an 
excuse.

“I thought our guys really 
battled this afternoon,” Head 
Coach Joe Pasternack said. “In 

college basketball, each season 
is a marathon. We have gone 
through peaks and valleys. 
We have had an unbelievably 
tough year through sickness 
and injuries, but we are never 
going to talk about the excuses. 
This is strictly about life. We 
told our guys today that you 
are going to have really, really 
hard times, but you have to 
f ind a way to dig down deep 
and f ight. And f ight for each 
other. I am just so proud that 
our guys battled back.”

In the second half, the 
UCSB offense looked like a 
totally different team. After 
scoring just 25 points in the 
f irst half, the Gauchos more 
than doubled their scoring 
output by putting up 52 
second-half points. Via this 

offense, the team was able to 
tie the game at 46 with just 
12 minutes remaining in the 
match. On this second-half 
run to tie the game and retake 
the lead, the team was led by 
junior guard Ajay Mitchell and 
senior guard Josh Pierre-Louis. 
For the game, Mitchell scored 
23 points while dishing out 
5 assists. Pierre-Louis scored 
16 points, 13 of which came 
in the f inal half. Both players 
were unstoppable and were 
able to get to the basket easily. 
Mitchell especially seemed to 
be in his element as he put the 
team on his back.

“I’m just trying to win,” 
Mitchell said. “At the end of 
the game, I know I’m going to 
have the ball, and I’m going 
to have to make plays. I’m just 

worried about what I have to 
do at the end of the game.”

Mitchell’s dominance and 
free-throw shooting put the 
Gauchos over the hump in the 
f inal minutes. At one point, the 
junior guard scored 5 straight 
points for the Gauchos. The 
team shot 22 free throws in 
the second half, hitting on 15 
of them.

In their next match, UCSB 
will try to extend their 
winning streak to 2 games. 
They will be taking on the 
UC Irvine Anteaters on the 
road on Feb. 22. In the f irst 
meeting between the teams, 
UCI defeated UCSB at the 
Thunderdome by a score of 
76-61. The game will tip-off at 
8 p.m. and will be available to 
stream on ESPN+.

UCSB men’s basketball completes 
comeback against Rainbow Warriors

MADDY FANGIO / DAILY NEXUS

 Preston Espar
 Sports Editor

Senior guard Josh Pierre-Louis is guarding on the 3-point line while the bench watches.

Women’s basketball falls in out-of-
state road game versus Hawai'i

The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s basketball team 
headed to the Hawai'ian 
islands to face off against the 
University of Hawai'i at Manoa 
Rainbow Wahine on Saturday, 
Feb 17. The Gauchos’ late 
push wasn’t enough, as the 
Gauchos’ lost 68-64.

The Gauchos started 
off with an early 8-2 lead. 
However, Hawai'i responded 
with 11 unanswered points 
to take control. The Gauchos 
did not let the lead get away 
from them as they mounted 

a comeback, resulting in 
a tied game by the end of 
the quarter. Senior forward 
Alexis Whitf ield signif icantly 
contributed to the Gauchos’ 
offense, as she contributed 8 of 
their 13 points.

A back-and-forth battle 
marked the second quarter 
until the Gauchos went on a 
big offensive run, going 8-0. 
With the offensive run, the 
Gauchos took a 26-18 lead 
with 4 minutes left of the 
second quarter. Hawai'i did 
cut down the lead, but the 
Gauchos protected the lead as 
much as they could, as at the 
end of 2 quarters, the Gauchos 

were up 32-27. 
The third quarter saw the 

momentum shift in favor of 
the Wahine. Hawai'i went on 
their second 11-0 run of the 
game. However, after made 
shots from senior guard Anya 
Choice, the Gauchos found 
themselves only down by 2.  
Despite a brief exchange of 
misses, the Gauchos regained 
the lead with another layup by 
Choice. Hawai'i fought back to 
even the score and eventually 
claimed a 1-point advantage 
heading into the f inal quarter 
with a score of 48-47.

In the f inal quarter, Hawai'i 
went on another offensive 

surge. They built an 11-point 
cushion, prompting the 
Gauchos to call timeout to 
slow down Hawai'i. A pair 
of successive 3-pointers by 
Choice and sophomore guard 
Jessica Grant narrowed the 
gap to a 2-possession game, 
followed by a pull-up jumper 
by freshman forward Zoe 
Borter, cutting it to 3 with 3 
minutes remaining. 

Despite their efforts, the 
Gauchos couldn’t cut the 
deficit enough to knock down 
the tying basket or take the 
lead. Grant’s 3-pointer reduced 
the deficit to 2 points with 
under 30 seconds left, but 2 

free throws after a Gaucho 
foul extended the Wahine’s 
lead to 4 points. In the dying 
moments, the Gauchos 
attempted 2 3-pointers but 
were unsuccessful in f inding 
the basket.

Whitf ield had a heck of a 
game as she recorded her 5th 
20+ point 10+ rebound game 
of the season after scoring 
21 points and grabbing 17 
rebounds.

UCSB will return home and 
host the UC Irvine Anteaters 
on Thursday, Feb. 22. Tip-
off is set to 7 p.m. at the 
Thunderdome and will be 
available to stream on ESPN+.

 Isaiah Ochoa
 Sports Editor

AMY DIXON / DAILY NEXUS

The UCSB bench rises to thier feet to celebrate.
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Piri Thomas, hijo de una 
madre puertorriqueña y padre 
cubano, nació en Nueva York 
en donde se crió en Harlem 
del Este o El Barrio. La obra 
autobiográfica del autor Piri 
Thomas titulada “Por estas calles 
bravas” nos lleva dentro del 
mundo del protagonista joven 
en busca de su identidad cultural 
y cómo se define racialmente. 

A continuación, les daré 
puntos importantes sobre el libro 
que forma parte del movimiento 
literario Nuyorriqueño.

Está historia se desarrolla 
durante la Gran Depresión en 
Nueva York. El padre de Piri es 
cubano de piel oscura mientras 
que su madre es puertorriqueña 
de piel blanca. Esto causa que 
Piri sea el único de sus hermanos 
con piel oscura lo cual conlleva 
el diferente trato de su padre y 
de su alrededor. Es aquí donde 
el personaje empieza su trayecto 
de entender su origen. 

El Barrio, en donde crece Piri 
Thomas, está caracterizado por 
ser una comunidad en donde 
hay crimen, pobreza, violencia y 
drogas lo cual afecta la vida de 
Piri de distintas maneras. Sin 

embargo, 
el autor 
r e f l e j a 

e s t o s 

problemas de su comunidad 
para que los lectores 
entiendan la invisibilidad y la 
marginalización.

Piri Thomas se compara 
con su familia que tienen 
características aceptadas por 
el eurocentrismo. Por ejemplo, 
sus hermanos y madre tenían 
los labios, nariz y cabello 
diferentes. Aún así, Piri creció 
pensando que él solo es una 
persona puertorriqueña y eso 
lo hace diferente a las personas 
afroamericanas con las cuales 
interactúa.

Durante la trayectoria 
de su vida, Piri llega a 
conocer a Brew, una persona 
afroamericana, quien empieza 
a cuestionar su incapacidad de 
no poder aceptar su identidad 
como AfroLatino. Es con él 
que decide ir al Sur para poder 
ver como es que las personas 
blancas lo perciben, ¿es Piri una 
persona puertorriqueña o un 
hombre negro?

Por otro lado, su familia no 
logra entender por qué Piri está 
tan interesado en saber esto 
cuando él es puertorriqueño y 
no lo consideran una persona 
africana. Por el contrario, Piri 
siempre se ha sentido alineado 
por verse diferente a su familia 
y reconoce que al ir hacia al Sur 
logrará entender su identidad 
racial.  

Si es que te llegó a interesar 
esta breve porción de la 
autobiografía de Piri Thomas, 
“Por estas calles bravas”, te 
recomiendo que busques este 
libro para entender más sobre 
el racismo internalizado en 
las comunidades AfroLatinas. 
Te dejo la siguiente pregunta: 

¿Piri Thomas llega a entender 
su identidad cultural 

como descendiente 
de familias 
puertorriqueñas y 
cubanas? 
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Algunas personas colectan 
llaveros, otras recolectan 
libros de historietas o llaves 
estampillas: yo colecto amor.

El amor me consume y yo lo 
consumo: en las experiencias 
que he tenido, las personas 
que he conocido, los lugares 
que he estado y todas las cosas 
que me faltan por hacer. Yo 
amo totalmente, plenamente, 
y algunos incluso dirían que  
de una manera abrumadora. 
Constantemente estoy dando y 
recibiendo amor, es un flujo y 
reflujo que recuerda el oxígeno. 
Siempre lo estoy respirando 
adentro y afuera. No se puede 
desperdiciar ni una pizca de 
amor.

Sé que estoy tomando una 
postura muy firme sobre el amor 
y otros podrían argumentar que 
su amor, de hecho, es en vano. 
En pasadas relaciones cuando lo 
dan todo y ha sido para nada, 
Para viejos amigos quienes 
terminaron apuñalando por la 
espalda.Cuando fueron amables 
con un desconocido quien no lo 
merecía, o sienten que siempre 
dan un poco más de lo que 
reciben. Si,yo escucho estas 
refutaciones y yo simplemente 
no estoy de acuerdo; no hay 
ningún amor que no valga la 
pena dar. 

Pase el verano pasado 
corriendo fuera y dentro de 
las calles de San Francisco, 
riéndome en el BART, 

escondiéndome en las librerías 
y viajando horas para ver a 
alguien a quien ya no le hablo. 
Me quedaría horas despierta 
en la noche para hablar con 
él, él era todo en lo que podía 
pensar. Ahora, me quedo con 
el fantasma y el cementerio de 
nuestro amor que existen en 
nuestros mensajes.

Podría decir, sin embargo, 
que lo volvería a hacer. Nada 
fue en vano: no el tiempo, ni la 
energía, ni el dinero o el amor.

Pude pasar el verano 
enamorada, viviendo un 
cuento de hadas. Caminamos 
por Berkeley y encontramos 
romance en cada esquina. 
Siempre bromeamos sobre 
cómo nuestra historia de 
amor era “de película” o 
como le dimos a Romeo 
y Julieta una carrera por 
su dinero.

A h o r a , 
r e p r o d u c i e n d o 
nuestro amor como 
rebobinando una cinta, 
puedo confirmarlo. 
Nuestro amor fue 
generoso, e ingenuo y 
exactamente lo que siempre 
sone que fuera. Encontre a 
alguien que me escuchara, 
quien fuera gentil conmigo, 
que sacrificara cosas por mi. 
Tengo recuerdos permanentes y 
recordatorios de él, a pesar de 
que nuestro tiempo fue corto.

Es inmensamente 
reconfortante transportarme 
a nuestro tiempo juntos en 
el tren, ambos tratando de 
descubrir cómo hacer funcionar 
BART mientras vamos juntos a 
la ciudad. Su brazo me rodeó 

suavemente, el enrojecimiento 
de mis mejillas sobresalía a 
través de mi corrector. Cada 
nuevo toque era una sacudida 
en mi sistema, cada nueva 
conversación era tan fascinante 
como la anterior. Finalmente 
estaba cara a cara con el amor: 
siendo completamente vista y 
aún aceptada.

Ya no hablamos, pero eso no 
significa que su presencia haya 
sido borrada. Me acuerdo de él 
en las tiendas de antigüedades 
o cuando voy a la ciudad o 

cuando 
escucho ciertas 
canciones. Pienso en 
él cuando me hago las cejas, 
cuando leo un libro en un día o 
le pregunto a alguien cuál es su 
palabra del día.

Estoy muy agradecida por 
este amor, porque sus restos 
dejan mis días animados y mi 
corazón feliz. Mis pequeños 
recordatorios de él me enseñan 
que el buen amor existe y no 
fue todo en vano. Su amor me 
consuela y aferrarme a estos 

recuerdos me transporta bajo 
el dulce sol de julio, donde 
estábamos tocando Mad Libs 
en un banco en Orinda.

El amor infecta todos 
los aspectos de mí, no sólo 
románticamente. Mis amigos de 
la infancia, con quienes hablo 
mínimamente ahora, fueron 
vitales para mi infancia. Su 
amor me permitió convertirme 
en quien soy y los inocentes 
recuerdos de intercambiar 
comida de nuestras loncheras o 
jugar a CABALLO en sus patios 
delanteros todavía me hacen 

sonreír, todos estos años 
después.

Incluso si ya no hablo 
con algunos de mis 
amigos, no puedo 
negar la absoluta 
felicidad y amor que 
sentí en nuestros 
recuerdos. Subirnos 
a la rueda de la 

fortuna y reírnos 
hasta que nos duela 

el estómago, esperando 
con entusiasmo nuestra 

próxima fiesta de pijamas. 
La amistad terminó, pero no 
podemos ignorar el amor que 

aún existe.
Pienso en mí misma: solo 

porque ya termino, no significa 
que fue en vano. Creo que es 
imperativo aprender a mantener 
suavemente un recuerdo de 
lo que fue ese momento y 
encontrar todo el amor y la 
bondad en él. Oh, cómo ayuda 
a que mi corazón lata.

Guardo cada carta que me 
han dado, cara ticket de viejas 
películas que he comprado, cada 
ramillete de graduación, todos 

y cada uno de los pequeños 
bocados de amor, los guardo 
conmigo.

Mi amor se encuentra en la 
esquina superior derecha del 
armario del dormitorio de mi 
infancia, una caja rosa claro 
llena de tarjetas y una pesada 
capa de polvo en la tapa.

Mi amor se sienta en mi 
apartamento de la universidad, 
con polaroids colgadas de 
recuerdos notables con mis 
compañeros de cuarto y 
carteles que reflejan quién soy 
en esencia.

Mi amor se sienta con mis 
amigos, que siempre están a 
una frase de hacerme reír y que, 
sin excepción, abren los brazos 
para abrazarme.

Mi amor se sienta con mi 
amor pasado, en mesas de 
restaurantes, mesas de picnic 
y en mi auto. Está escondido 
en las melodías de nuestras 
canciones favoritas y está en su 
voz.

Mi amor está conmigo, ya 
que soy quien soy gracias a él. 
Mi amor es quien soy: es cómo 
me visto, cómo se iluminan 
mis ojos, la cadencia de mi 
voz. Estoy orgulloso de estar 
compuesto por las cosas que 
amo.

La próxima vez que quieras 
renunciar al amor u olvidar una 
relación o amistad, piensa en lo 
aburrida que es la vida sin amor. 
Es literalmente la sustancia de 
nuestras vidas. Sigue amando, 
sigue dando y recuperándolo.

Kira Logan desafía a los 
lectores a contar cada vez que 
dice amor en su artículo sobre 
el amor.
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La Planificación y Desarrollo 
del Condado de Santa Bárbara 
planea construir un complejo 
de 10,000 pies cuadrados y 28 
habitaciones individuales de 
ocupación en 971 Embarcadero 
del Mar para aumentar la 
disponibilidad de alojamiento 
en la zona de Isla Vista. 

Llamado “St. George 
Residential Building” (El 
Edificio Residencial de St. 
George), el dueño de St. 
George & Associates (St. 
George & Asociados) Ed St. 
George presentó la solicitud del 
proyecto el 3 de agosto de 2022. 

Este proyecto es uno 
de muchos proyectos de 
alojamiento residencial que la 
compañía ha planeado en Santa 
Bárbara. 

La compañía ha estado 

construyendo por más de 30 
años en Santa Bárbara. 

El edificio se planea 
reemplazar un edificio comercial 
que ha estado vacío por mucho 
tiempo vía demolición– se 
utilizó por última vez como una 
farmacia en 1965.

El edificio se planea ser 
de tres pisos, se agrupa en 
cohortes residenciales de cinco, 
incluyendo grupos de 80 pies 
cuadrados de habitaciones 
individuales con un baño 
comunal, cocina y espacio para 
vivir. 

El complejo también será la 
sede de una oficina en el primer 
piso y ocho espacios para 
estacionar.

“Puedo tener entendido que 
es para proveer alojamiento a 
los estudiantes de la comunidad 
de I.V.,” la planificación del 
país Veronica King dijo. “La 
intención es obviamente 
satisfacer las necesidades de 
viviendas de los estudiantes.”

King dijo que la línea del 
tiempo hacía la finalización de 
este edificio es tentativa. Espera 
que el proyecto se presente 
durante una audiencia con un 
administrador de zonificación 
(AZ) en los próximos algunos 
meses siguientes a la finalización 
de una reorientación del diseño 
del edificio a evaluar por Trigo 
Road. 

“El proyecto recientemente 
tuvo su cuarta revisa por el South 
Board of Architectural Review. . . 
y recibió comentarios positivos,” 
King dijo, “Suponiendo que 
obtiene la aprobación del AZ, 
luego necesitará obtener revisa 
del diseño preliminar y final, y 
luego podemos oficialmente 
aprobar todos de los permisos 
relatado a planificación que son 
requeridos.”

“Podría tardar otros dos años 
antes de comenzar. . . o podría 
ser terminado el año que viene 
si hicieron un muy buen trabajo. 
Es muy difícil decir.” 
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drogas lo cual afecta la vida de 
Piri de distintas maneras. Sin 

embargo, 
el autor 
r e f l e j a 

e s t o s 

siempre se ha sentido alineado 
por verse diferente a su familia 
y reconoce que al ir hacia al Sur 
logrará entender su identidad 
racial.  

Si es que te llegó a interesar 
esta breve porción de la 
autobiografía de Piri Thomas, 
“Por estas calles bravas”, te 
recomiendo que busques este 
libro para entender más sobre 
el racismo internalizado en 
las comunidades AfroLatinas. 
Te dejo la siguiente pregunta: 

¿Piri Thomas llega a entender 
su identidad cultural 

como descendiente 
de familias 
puertorriqueñas y 
cubanas? 

La Planificación y Desarrollo 
del Condado de Santa Bárbara 
planea construir un complejo 
de 10,000 pies cuadrados y 28 
habitaciones individuales de 
ocupación en 971 Embarcadero 
del Mar para aumentar la 
disponibilidad de alojamiento 
en la zona de Isla Vista. 

Llamado “St. George 
Residential Building” (El 
Edificio Residencial de St. 
George), el dueño de St. 
George & Associates (St. 
George & Asociados) Ed St. 
George presentó la solicitud del 
proyecto el 3 de agosto de 2022. 

Este proyecto es uno 
de muchos proyectos de 
alojamiento residencial que la 
compañía ha planeado en Santa 
Bárbara. 

La compañía ha estado 
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Pude pasar el verano 
enamorada, viviendo un 
cuento de hadas. Caminamos 
por Berkeley y encontramos 
romance en cada esquina. 
Siempre bromeamos sobre 
cómo nuestra historia de 
amor era “de película” o 
como le dimos a Romeo 
y Julieta una carrera por 

nuestro amor como 
rebobinando una cinta, 
puedo confirmarlo. 
Nuestro amor fue 
generoso, e ingenuo y 
exactamente lo que siempre 
sone que fuera. Encontre a 
alguien que me escuchara, 

o cuando voy a la ciudad o 

cuando 
escucho ciertas 
canciones. Pienso en 

jugar a CABALLO en sus patios 
delanteros todavía me hacen 

sonreír, todos estos años 
después.

Incluso si ya no hablo 
con algunos de mis 
amigos, no puedo 
negar la absoluta 
felicidad y amor que 
sentí en nuestros 

fortuna y reírnos 
hasta que nos duela 

el estómago, esperando 
con entusiasmo nuestra 

próxima fiesta de pijamas. 
La amistad terminó, pero no 
podemos ignorar el amor que 

aún existe.
Pienso en mí misma: solo 

El edificio se planea reemplazar un edificio comercial que ha estado vacío desde 1965. 

MADDY FANGIO / EL NEXO DIARIO 
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In the midst of A-list celebrities 
and filmmakers walking down the 
red carpet at the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival, 
UC Santa Barbara students’ 
documentaries were celebrated at 
the Santa Barbara Documentary 
Shorts event on Feb. 13 and 16 at 
the Metropolitan Metro 4 Theatre. 

 “The Salt on Our Skin” and 
“841” were created by UCSB 
students through the Coastal 
Media Project nine-week summer 
program. 

The program combines 
environmental and film and media 
studies, taking students on a one-
week trip to Santa Cruz Island to 
practice shooting B-roll. 

“The Salt on Our Skin” 
highlights various ocean cultures, 
combining stories of ocean-centric 
practices from the Chumash, an 
Orange County Latinx surf club 
and UCSB researcher Dr. Xochitl 
Clare. 

Second-year environmental 
studies major Reese Raygoza 
produced, co-directed and worked 
on sound production on the film. 

“We just wanted to create a 
film about people … That’d be 
really cool if we all do these three 
different groups and kind of create 
that narrative of their parallel 
connection,” Raygoza said. 

Raygoza said she felt a duty to 
include the story of the Chumash 
people in “The Salt on Our Skin” 
as UCSB and most of Santa 
Barbara is on their land. 

“In filmmaking with native 
groups, it’s really important to 
create meaningful and actual, 
genuine connections because 
you’re obviously not going to 
get the same story if you’re like a 
stranger,” Raygoza said. 

The film includes interviews 
with Mia Lopez and brothers 
Casmali and Chimaway Lopez. 

Coming back from Santa Cruz 
Island, Raygoza sat beside the 
Lopez brothers and, as they made 
small conversation, Raygoza told 
them about what she wanted to 
base her film on. 

“They were like, ‘Interview us, 
interview us.’ Since then, it just 
took off and they were inviting us 

into their space,” Raygoza said. 
Raygoza and the rest of the 

crew were also invited to the 
Chumash tomol crossing which, 
according to Raygoza, was a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. In 
traditional Chumash canoes, the 
community paddles across the 
Santa Barbara Channel to Santa 
Cruz Island. “The Salt on Our 
Skin” was able to capture and 
include footage of this celebration 
and it became a beautiful scene in 
the documentary short. 

As Raygoza is from Orange 
County and an avid surfer, she 
reached out to a Latinx surf club 
based in Huntington Beach upon 
a recommendation from another 
girl who worked on the film. 
This aspect of the film focused on 
inequalities and barriers faced in 
the surf community, especially for 
people of color and members of 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

To complement the Chumash 
and Latinx surf club, Clare talked 
about her experience as a female, 
Black scientific diver. She has 
roots in both Jamaica and Belize 
and grew up in a culturally coastal 
household. However, although 
she was raised in this manner, she 
did not learn how to swim until 
college. After learning to swim, 
she learned how to dive. After 
learning to dive, Clare learned to 
scientific dive, all within a matter 
of two years. 

“We emailed her and she’s super 
cool. A lot of people want her to 
be in their films. She sent us her 
brochure of her rates. She was like, 
‘Actually, here are my rates, but I’ll 
do this for free because I love the 
Coastal Media Project,’” Raygoza 
said. “We were like, ‘Okay, good, 
because we don’t have any 
money.’”

All three communities that 
“The Salt on Our Skin” focused 
on emphasized the fact that the 
ocean is not always accessible to 
everyone, even though there is so 
much of it. 

“The ocean has historically 
not been a place for diverse 
communities to join and celebrate 
because of redlining and the 
luxury of being outdoors in itself,” 
Raygoza shared.

What the “The Salt on Our 
Skin” doesn’t touch on, though, 

is the reverse effect of taking 
advantage of the ocean: its effect 
on sealife. While “The Salt on Our 
Skin” focuses on humans and the 
ocean, its Coastal Media Project 
counterpart, “841,” focuses on 
animals and the ocean — more 
specifically, sea otters. 

“841” chronicles the tale of 
Santa Cruz’s most sought after 
celebrity: Otter 841. The otter 
became a social media sensation 
the summer of 2023 for being 
overly friendly with humans 
and even going so far as to steal 
surfboards, and debate began to 
circulate as to whether or not 841 
should be brought into captivity.

The documentary short 
follows this debate, steering the 
conversation away from social 
media and into the science 
behind 841 through three major 
characters: surfer Circus Joe, 
photographer Mark Woodward 
and Sea Otter Savvy Director 
and Senior Scientist Gena Bentall. 
Joe fought against 841’s captivity, 
Woodward advised listening to 
the experts and Bentall laid out 
the facts. 

“I think everyday we came back 
from filming we were like, ‘Oh, 
keep her free’ or ‘Oh, she needs to 
be taken in.’ Every day it switched 
up while we were filming, but 
definitely while we were editing, 
we wanted to try to be as neutral 
as possible so people could try 
and formulate her own opinions,” 
fourth-year environmental studies 
major Macielle Villaseñor and 
producer of “841” said. 

The crew interviewed and shot 
footage in a five-day period. They 
were lucky enough to capture 
841 swimming on day two, so 
they didn’t have to worry about 
making a film about 841 without 
her. But, even though they were 
able to get a few shots of 841, they 
didn’t want the film to be another 
piece of media sensationalizing the 
whole situation.

“We wanted to be intentional 
of not just putting a cute otter 
on screen and capturing people’s 
attention in that way, but more 
just leaning into the complexity 
of the story,” fourth-year film and 
media studies major and director 
of “841” Rachel Burnett said. 

“We totally could have just put 

a bunch of footage of sea otters 
and made that our film. But, like 
[Burnett] mentioned, we were 
super intentional of how much 
screen time we were giving 841,”  
Vincent Cuenco, fourth-year 
environmental studies major and 
editor of the film, said. “We also 
just wanted to focus on the virality 
of the story — a lot of people were 
engaging with this story through 
social media.”

The product was a combination 
of footage of 841, clips from social 
media about 841 and the science 
behind capturing a wild animal. 
There was debate as to whether to 
protect the humans or protect the 
sea otter, and the consequences 
that come with either decision. 

To any students, both film and 
media studies majors and students 
pursuing other fields, the teams of 
“The Salt on Our Skin” and “841” 
advise jumping into the industry if 
the interest is there.

“If you have a really good story 
and something you really want to 
tell and something you are super 
passionate about, that’s shown 
through your work,” Raygoza 

said. 
“Expect it to be a collaborative 

experience. You’re not going to 
be making the film yourself. ‘841’ 
is the brainchild of everyone on 
the crew. And be flexible, the story 
changes so many times,” Cuenco 
said. 

Villaseñor reflected on the novel 
experience that the Coastal Media 
Project grants students. “I think for 
a first-time experience, a program 
like this one was really beneficial, 
because you learn from your peers 
and all the other film majors in 
there have some experience,” 
Villaseñor said. 

Fourth-year geography student 
Lauren Barley, who worked on 
sound mixing and design for 
“841,” continued on this theme of 
student opportunities. 

“If you’re a UCSB student, just 
take full advantage of all of the 
opportunities we have, because 
we have a lot,” Barley continued.

“The Salt on Our Skin” and 
“841” are still premiering at film 
festivals right now, so be on the 
lookout for release dates in the 
future.

SBIFF 2024: Two UCSB student 
documentaries featured at festival 

Stella Mullin
Artsweek Editor

The 39th Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival (SBIFF) 
honors the biggest films and actors 
from the past year, spanning 10 
days and drawing in huge crowds 
of cinephiles and fans. Yet the 
festival would not be possible 
without the talented writers 
behind those beloved movies. On 
Feb. 13, SBIFF hosted seven of 
the Academy Award-nominated 
screenwriters on Tuesday, Feb. 
13 at their annual Writer’s Panel 
with moderator Anne Thompson, 
entertainment journalist and 
author of “The $11 Billion Year: 
From Sundance to the Oscars.” 

The panel featured the brains 
behind some of the biggest movies 
of the year, and after a round of 
applause from the audience and 
introductions, Thompson posed 
the age-old question: “How did 
you become a screenwriter?”

Samy Burch (“May December”) 
spoke first. She went to college for 
screenwriting, writing speculative 
screenplays for no one in particular 
— just for the sake of practicing 

writing. “May December” was the 
first of her writing to be produced. 

“I studied screenwriting, so I was 
a pretty direct line. But I think with 
any writing, it’s important to keep 
writing,” Burch said both on the 
panel and to the Nexus on the red 
carpet.

Arthur Harari (“Anatomy of 
a Fall”) shared that he is not a 
professional screenwriter, but a 
director first. Co-written with 
his partner, director Justine Triet, 
“Anatomy of a Fall” is one of many 
films Harari has written. 

“I’ve been writing films since I 
was young because I wanted to 
make films. That’s it,” Harari said. 

Cord Jefferson (“American 
Fiction”) started as a music 
journalist, moving into news 
journalism before finally realizing 
he wanted to work on television 
shows. However, after working in 
the writers’ rooms for “The Good 
Place,” “Succession” and “Master 
of None,” he wanted to write on 
his own time and not for other 
people. “American Fiction” is his 
first movie. 

Tony McNamara (“Poor 
Things”) moved from Australia to 

London to pursue writing, starting 
as a playwright before moving to 
television and now films. 

Josh Singer (“Maestro”) thought 
he had taken an unconventional 
path to writing — starting in 
consulting and going to law school.

After abandoning law school 
and consulting to pursue film, 
Singer subletted an apartment 
from a woman who happened 
to be dating Llewellyn Wells, 
producer of “The West Wing.” 
Singer was also speccing at “The 
West Wing” at the time. Wells 
offered to read his script, liked it 
and passed it on, giving Singer a 
job for the television series. 

Like most of the writers that 
spoke before her, Celine Song 
(“Past Lives”) did not start out with 
the intention to write “the next big 
thing.” Instead, she initially went to 
school to become a therapist. But, 
as fate would have it, Song became 
a playwright for over 10 years. 
While working on the television 
series “The Wheel of Time,” 
she began writing “Past Lives,” 
which brought her to the Santa 
Barbara International Film Festival 
(SBIFF) and an Academy Award 
nomination. 

All seven movies have been 
nominated for Best Screenplay 
(original and adapted). 

Thompson then asked about 
the backstories to the films that 
brought them from the writing 
desk to SBIFF. 

Burch once again spoke first. 
Loosely inspired by the Mary Kay 
Letourneau case, “May December” 
is a fictional story that draws from 
elements of the real-life case, which 
is essential to the movie. As a child 
growing up in the ’90s, Burch was 
drawn to focusing her films around 
the tabloid stories and true crime 

she grew up with.  
Hemingson, a comedy writer, 

obvious by the audience’s reactions 
to his one-liners, said that he had 
written “The Holdovers” as an 
autobiographical story. When he 
sent it to his manager, the response 
was that it was beautiful and deep 
story, but no one would ever care 
about an East Coast prep school. 

“Thank you. That’s just my 
heart and soul, but that’s fine,” 
Hemingson said, somewhat 
sarcastically . 

Shortly after the initial rejection, 
Hemingson received a phone call 
from director and screenwriter 
Alexander Payne, expressing 
interest in the story. Hemingson 
thought he was being pranked; 
a few years before, his friend had 
called him pretending to be Francis 
Ford Coppola, which Hemingson 
fell for. But as luck (and hard work) 
would have it, it was the real Payne, 
and “The Holdovers” entered the 
film industry. 

As “American Fiction” is adapted 
from the novel “Erasure” by 
Percival Everett, Jefferson’s writing 
experience was slightly different. 
He remarked that no piece of art 
has felt more special to him than 
“Erasure.”

“It felt like a book written 
specifically for me … it felt like 
somebody sat down to write Cord 
Jefferson a novel,” Jefferson said. 

“Giving [“American Fiction”] to 
another director would feel like 
losing a film. Or losing a child,” 
Jefferson said. 

“Poor Things” is also a literary 
adaptation, being based on the 
book of the same name by Alasdair 
Gray. McNamara expressed 
particular interest in the character 
of Bella Baxter, played by Emma 
Stone, especially because her story 

was almost completely told from a 
male perspective. 

“It felt like a real opportunity 
to go on the journey with her. It 
gave us the opportunity, because it 
wasn’t there,” McNamara said.

Last, but certainly not least, Song 
reminisced on her time creating 
“Past Lives.” Inspired by a moment 
she had in an East Village bar, 
translating between her childhood 
sweetheart that only spoke Korean 
and now-husband who only spoke 
English, Song realized that she 
was a bridge between two parts of 
herself. 

“I was having a drink with my 
own past, present and future in the 
same room,” Song said. 

Song described her writing 
process as “maybe” writing, then 
“kind of” writing and then full 
speed ahead. 

“Part of my procrastination 
process is working on about 10 
pages and just staring at those 10 
pages for four months,” Song said. 
“Those 10 pages I was working on 
[are] a scene near the end in the 
bar.”

The Daily Nexus had the 
opportunity to ask Song what 
advice she has for aspiring female 
screenwriters. 

“When it comes to writing, the 
goal is to just do it. You have to 
remember that you know exactly 
what kind of story you want to 
tell,” Song said. 

To end out the night, 
Thompson asked about future 
projects. Jefferson, Hemingson 
and McNamara are working on 
Westerns. Burch has a film in the 
casting phase, Harari is working 
on a film he wrote and is directing, 
Singer is hoping to create a movie 
akin to a “Bullitt” reboot and Song 
chose to plead the Fifth.  

SBIFF 2024: Writers panel features minds 
behind Academy Award-nominated films

Stella Mullin
Artsweek Editor

The crew of “841” posing for a picture on Santa Cruz Island.

The crew of “The Salt on Our Skin” shooting B-roll.

All seven writers at the panel were nominated for Best Screenplay.

COURTESY OF “THE SALT ON OUR SKIN”

COURTESY OF “841”
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“Hulk smash!” yelled the 
energetic crowd outside the 
Arlington Theatre in efforts to be 
noticed by Mark Ruffalo. Others 
desperately held out posters in 
hopes of getting an autograph 
from their idol. 

Ruffalo stepped out of a black 
suburban, only erupting more 
chaos between fans and press 
hoping to talk to him. The 
sixth night of the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival (SBIFF) 
celebrated Ruffalo receiving the 
American Riviera Award for 
his role in Academy Award-
nominated film “Poor Things” on 
Feb. 11.

According to the SBIFF 
website, the American Riviera 
Award recognizes actors who have 
made significant contributions 
to American cinema. Ruffalo, 
an Emmy winner and four-time 
Academy Award-nominee is in 
good company, with past recipients 
including Brendan Fraser, Kristen 
Stewart and Jeff Bridges. The actor 
had previously received the award 
in 2016 with co-stars Rachel 
McAdams and Michael Keaton for 
their roles in “Spotlight” but was 
unable to attend the ceremony.  

This time around, Ruffalo 
accepted his award for his role as 
Duncan Wedderburn, opposite 
Emma Stone, in Yorgos Lanthimos’ 
“Poor Things.” The role is a sharp 
contrast to his previous characters 
as Wedderburn is narcissistic, 
misogynistic and unlikable. Ruffalo 
delivers a career-high performance 
utilizing physical comedy and 
body language to garner laughs. 
The hotheaded Wedderburn 
becomes a comic-relief with biting 
one-liners and absurd dialogue. 
The role is debaucherous and 
hilarious. Despite it being Ruffalo’s 

first time in a role like this, he 
embodied the role like he was born 
as Wedderburn.

Despite already being 
fashionably late to the red carpet, 
Ruffalo halted his interviews to 
take more pictures with the fans he 
missed when he first arrived. 

The event began with a 
triumphant compilation of  
Ruffalo’s extensive iconic roles 
from “The Brothers Bloom” to 
“Zodiac” but “13 Going on 30” 
summoned the largest applause 
by far. The Q&A was hosted 
by IndieWire Editor at Large 
Anne Thompson, who has also  
appeared several times in LA 
Weekly, The New York Times and 
Variety. She studied film and hosts 
a podcast entitled “Screen Talk.” 

As soon as she sat down with 
Ruffalo, his effortless charisma was 
apparent. Thompson started by 
congratulating Ruffalo on receiving 
a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame earlier this month. Ruffalo 
responded by describing his 
humble beginnings doing theater 
productions in Hollywood back in 
the ’80s.

 “I was there for about seven 
years when Hollywood Boulevard 
was pretty much a warzone … it 
was a really tough place and I was 
so broke I couldn’t pay attention,” 
Ruffalo said.

 He went on to explain how 
incredible it feels to be among the 
greats on the Walk of Fame, listing 
icons Marlon Brando and Kermit 
the Frog. 

“It was so far away from anything 
that I ever imagined happening. I 
would’ve been happy to just pay 
my rent,” Ruffalo continued. 

The conversation took a serious 
turn as Ruffalo opened up about 
his health struggles after being 
diagnosed with a benign brain 
tumor in 2002 while his wife was 
pregnant. He spoke candidly about 

his experience. 
“That was really scary. When I 

had it removed, I woke up and my 
face was partially paralyzed. Then 
over the course of eight hours, it 
was just totally paralyzed on the 
left side of my face,” Ruffalo stated.

Ruffalo was able to make a full 
recovery, despite losing some 
hearing in his ear.

“I made a deal with whatever 
entity that’s greater than us and 
I was like, ‘Dude, you could take 
my hearing but don’t take my kid’s 
father,’” Ruffalo explained.

 He consistently thanked his 
wife of 24 years, Sunrise Coigney, 
for her ongoing support and care 
during this difficult time.

Ruffalo shared his affinity for 
playing characters based on real 
people. 

“I’ve been very lucky to have 
some parts that I’ve played that 
were real people, I’ve gotten 
to know them and I’ve gotten 
to understand them. I’ve been 
honored to bring them to life on 
film,” he explained. 

When discussing his role in 
“The Normal Heart,” he shared 
that he got very close to the late 
AIDS activist, Larry Kramer.

“There’s the gift of you guys, 
the gift of being able to do what I 
love to do,” Ruffalo said. “And then 
there’s this other gift of getting 
to see and experience people like 
[Kramer] and worlds that most of 
us will never be invited into and 
people invite me in, in such a deep 
way that they’re baring their souls 
to me.”

Ruffalo went on to touch on 
some of his most important 
projects including “Spotlight” and 
“Dark Waters,” which had larger 
impacts off-screen. Ruffalo praised  
“Spotlight,” specifically how it 
forced responses from the Catholic 
Pope and the Vatican.

“That movie created laws,” 

Ruffalo stated. “All throughout the 
world, that movie changed things 
for the better … that’s the power 
of cinema.” 

In the same vein, Ruffalo worked 
hard to get “Dark Waters” on the 
big screen. The movie is the story 
of a real-life lawyer who took on a 
corporate conglomerate that was 
polluting drinking water, resulting 
in many deaths. The movie falls 
in line with Ruffalo’s advocacy for 
environmental justice.

Nearing the end, Ruffalo 
confessed  his most recent 
character in “Poor Things” initially 
scared him.

“I’d never done anything quite 
like that,” he stated. “I’ve never 
done an accent like that, I haven’t 
done a period piece. I’ve been 
playing crusaders, I’ve been playing 
the opposite of that guy for a  
while.”

Despite the fear, Ruffalo had 
lots of fun on set, remembering 
moments on set.  He expressed 
gratitude for the playfulness as it 
created a space to explore.

After the Q&A, surprise guest 
and “Poor Things” co-star Emma 
Stone offered endless kind words 
as she presented him the award. 

“Mark has that rare ability to 
marry pathos with comedy and I 
knew I would do anything to be in 
the presence of this man and work 
with him,” Stone. “Thankfully, 
when ‘Poor Things’ came to life, I 
got my chance.”

After a warm embrace, 
Ruffalo accepted the award. In 
his acceptance speech, he spent 
a minute talking about himself, 
and used the rest to highlight the 
current political climate in the 
Middle East.

“Tonight, there’s 1.9 million 
people on the border of Egypt 
who are so afraid for their lives 
right now,”  Ruffalo remarked. 

He ended by speaking on the 
Israel-Palestine strife. 

“We can’t bomb our way to 
peace and we can’t act like what’s 
happening isn’t happening,” 
Ruffalo said. “It’s a scary time and 
I just want to state that because 
so few people are right now.” His 
words were meant with approval 
from the crowd, many cheering in 
agreement.

The night ended on a triumphant 
note as Ruffalo raised his award in 
the air with gratitude evoking a 
standing ovation from the crowd. 

SBIFF 2024: Mark Ruffalo Accepts 
American Riviera Award

Sally Shapiro
Staff Writer

The smell of popcorn wafted 
from the Arlington Theatre 
greeting guests as they filed in for 
the sixth day of the Santa Barbara  
International Film Festival on 
Monday, Feb. 13, where directors 
Martin Scorsese and Justine 
Triet would be honored with 
Outstanding Directors of the Year. 

Outstanding Directors of 
the Year is sponsored by The 
Hollywood Reporter and has been 
given out at the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival (SBIFF) 
since 2009. 

Scorsese and Triet felt like an 
unlikely duo for this year’s awards 
— Triet’s suspenseful French 
masterpiece, “Anatomy of a Fall” 
is very different from Scorsese’s 
somber American epic, “Killers of 
the Flower Moon,” not to mention 
Scorsese’s long list of critically 
acclaimed pictures and Triet’s 
shorter, though still impressive, 
filmography. But that’s what the 
award is, bringing together the 
people who dominated the year’s 
film in massive, albeit different 
ways. 

The event began with a 
brief introduction from SBIFF 
executive director Roger Durling, 
welcoming the audience to the 
event. He brought out the night’s 
moderator, Scott Feinberg from 
The Hollywood Reporter. 

“She has had a breakthrough 
year that makes clear to everyone 
that she is a great filmmaker,” 
Feinberg said of Triet, the first of 
the night’s honorees. Triet joined 

Feinberg onstage, waving to an 
applauding audience. She was 
followed by Fred Cassidy, who 
helped to translate the conversation 
from French to English. 

“Anatomy of a Fall” has been 
nominated in five categories at 
the 96th Academy Awards. Triet 
herself received two of those 
nominations, Best Screenplay 
and Best Director. The directorial 
nomination makes Triet one of 
eight women ever nominated for 
the award. “Anatomy of a Fall” 
also received the Palme d’Or, 
the highest prize awarded at the 
Cannes Film Festival. Triet is 
one of only three women to ever 
receive this award. 

The conversation began with 
a discussion of Triet’s work with 
Sandra Hüller, who stars in the 
film. They first worked together 
when Triet was in the process of 
making “Sibyl.”

“I was so impressed by her. For 
me she was not playing, she was 
living,” Triet said. With Hüller 
doing largely German work 
and Triet focused on French 
cinema, there weren’t very many 
opportunities for collaboration 
between the two of them. It’s from 
this that “Anatomy of a Fall” was 
born, a story of a German woman 
living in France. 

Hüller’s character goes to trial 
over the ambiguous death of her 
husband, played by Samuel Theis. 
When questioned about the more 
sinister aspects of the film, Triet 
laughed. Her own husband had 
been a collaborator on the film.  

“He’s alive, he’s okay,” Triet said 
of her husband. “We have a normal 

life.” 
Feinberg took the conversation 

about matricide in a more general 
direction. Hüller’s character in 
the film embodies the typical 
male in crime stories — confident, 
successful and a little erotic. Triet 
wanted to explore that archetype 
within a female character. 

The conversation wrapped up 
with a discussion  about the other 
compelling characters in “Anatomy 
of a Fall,” including 15-year-old 
Milo Machado-Graner as son 
Daniel and the family dog, Snoop, 
portrayed by 7-year-old Border 
collie Messi. Messi was recently 
photographed with Ryan Gosling 
at the Oscar Nominees Luncheon. 

Feinberg introduced Durling 
once again to give Triet the award. 
Durling was late to the stage, 
prompting Feinberg to jokingly ask 
Triet about her choice to include a 
steel band instrumental cover of 50 
Cent’s “P.I.M.P.” in the film.

The cover is replayed over and 
over again in the opening scene 
of the film. The song continues 
to be relevant throughout the 
subsequent trial and is integral to 
the film. 

Triet explained that she wanted 
Dolly Parton’s infamous “Jolene,” 
but wasn’t able to obtain the rights 
to play the song. While “Jolene” 
certainly would have been on par 
with the themes of Triet’s film, the 
50 Cent cover works just as well in 
confusing the audience. 

Durling emerged from 
backstage, saying a few words 
about Triet and her work before 
handing her the award. The crowd 
erupted in applause after her 
acceptance speech.

Scorsese, the second director of 
the evening and often regarded 
as the greatest director of all time, 
walked out onstage after Triet and 
Durling’s exit. The crowd was 
on their feet for the 81-year-old 
director. 

“Woah,” Scorsese said, looking 
out over the roaring crowd. 
Scorsese returned to the directorial 
world this year with “Killers of 
the Flower Moon,” a 3-and-a-
half-hour-long film about a series 
of violent murders in the Osage 
Nation in Oklahoma. The film has 

been nominated for 10 Academy 
Awards, including Best Picture. 
Feinberg dove right into Scorsese’s 
filmography, asking if Scorsese sees 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” as an 
amalgamation of all of his prior 
work — from the gangster films to 
the spiritual trilogy. 

“I think you’re right,” Scorsese 
said. “Looking back, I didn’t think 
that would be that way.”

Scorsese was drawn in by the 
actual, tragic story of the Osage, 
not necessarily the idea of a 
magnum opus film. 

He addressed that the themes 
of some of his previous films may 
be rooted in stereotypes, and he 
faced apprehension not only from 
the Osage people but from the 
public when taking on this project. 
To combat this, Scorsese visited 
the Osage Nation and recalled a 
dinner he had with them. It was 
there that he met Margie Burkhart, 
the granddaughter of the main 
characters, Ernest (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) and Mollie Burkhart 
(Lily Gladstone). 

“She talked about, you know, 
it isn’t as simple as villains and 
victims. It just isn’t,” Scorsese said. 

Scorsese explains that part of the 
reason he is so invested in stories 
that deal heavily with power 
dynamics is because of his life 
growing up in Manhattan’s Little 
Italy. 

“I saw my father and a number 
of other family members trying 
to live a decent life, but under the 
control of organized crime figures,” 
Scorsese said. 

Not only did his life in Little Italy 
inspire much of his work, but it 
was also where he met Robert De 
Niro. The collaboration between 
De Niro and Scorsese is one of 
the most fruitful and longstanding 
cinematic partnerships in history, 
with 10 acclaimed films together. 
The two met briefly as young men 
in Queens and reconnected in 
1973’s “Mean Streets.”

“I learned from him, and I also 
began to trust him,” Scorsese said 
of De Niro. “He had really good 
instincts. But not just about you 
know, the street guys, but about 
human nature and psychology.” 

This collaboration-turned-

friendship culminated in 1976’s 
“Taxi Driver.” Scorsese described 
the making of the iconic “are you 
talking to me” scene and how that 
was a moment of trust between 
De Niro and Scorsese when 
filming. De Niro also introduced 
him to the second great muse of 
his filmmaking career, Leonardo 
DiCaprio. 

“He gave me a second life making 
movies. He made me get excited 
again,” Scorsese said. Scorsese and 
DiCaprio first worked together on 
2002’s “Gangs of New York.”

“Killers of the Flower Moon” 
is the trio’s first film together. 
DiCaprio plays leading man Ernest 
Burkhart and De Niro plays his 
mastermind uncle, William Hale. 

The concluding scenes of 
“Killers” are the pinnacle of 
this cinematic triumvirate, with 
DiCaprio and De Niro crammed 
together in a jail cell faced with 
impossible decisions of morality 
and betrayal. Scorsese explains 
the difficulty the men had with 
this scene, being undecided on 
how exactly to approach the final 
confrontation between Ernest and 
his father figure. 

“It was like fine painting in 
a way,” Scorsese said. “We 
eliminated everything until finally 
he just had to face it.”

Durling once again came from 
backstage to hand the award 
to Scorsese. Durling mentioned 
that despite being nominated for 
Best Director a total of 10 times, 
Scorsese has only won once. 

The crowd was once again on its 
feet for the titan, as he walked over 
to the SBIFF podium. He thanked 
his people, before commenting 
on the trophy, “The real gift was 
getting to make the films.”

The underscoring moment of 
the event was when Triet joined 
Scorsese onstage for pictures. In 
spite of the skyscraping legacy of 
Scorsese, he stands at just five feet 
and four inches tall. Triet towered 
over Scorsese, and he had to get 
up on his tiptoes to kiss her cheeks. 
Despite being such an unlikely 
duo, it worked incredibly well to 
showcase them alongside each 
other: a brilliant newcomer and a 
cinematic giant.

SBIFF 2024: Martin Scorsese and Justine Triet 
honored with Outstanding Directors of the Year

Lucy Dixon
Staff Writer

Ruffalo throws up a peace sign on the red carpet.

Justine Triet (left) and Martin Scorsese (right) pose with their awards.
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This February, Black-
owned businesses and 
community organizations 
are collaborating in several 
different ways for Black 
History Month under Santa 
Barbara County’s theme of 
“Black History: More Than A 
Month.” From soul food and 
live performances to cultural 
activities and limited-time 
food fundraisers, there’s no 
shortage of ways to celebrate 
and uplift Black culture and 
community in Santa Barbara 
this month and all year long. 

Throughout the month, 
Soul Bites Restaurant, an 
establishment with a menu 
of comforting soul food 
favorites at 423 State Street, 
has been hosting an event 
series organized by the Santa 
Barbara Black Culture House. 
The Santa Barbara Black 

Culture House was founded 
in 2020 by Santa Barbara 
residents Darrell M. McNeill 
and Sally A. Foxen-McNeill 
as a pop-up space to celebrate 
Black history, culture and art. 
Curated by the McNeills, the 
events in the organization’s 
annual Black History Month 
series have included poetry 
slams, book readings and 
live music performances. 
The final installments of the 
series include music by the 
Funky Neighbors on Feb. 24 
and a live reading of Richard 
Wesley’s play “The Talented 
Tenth” by The Robey Theatre 
Company on Feb. 25. Both 
events will be held from 12—4 
p.m. and are free to the public. 

Santa Barbara bean roastery 
Dune Coffee Roasters has 
partnered with Healing Justice 
Santa Barbara, a nonprofit 
organization focused on 
fostering resilience for the 
African diaspora and other 

marginalized communities 
along the Central Coast, on 
a special coffee blend that 
serves both your tastebuds 
and the community. The 
limited edition Healing 
Justice SB Whole Bean Blend 
features a rich combination 
of dark chocolate and stone 
fruits and is available for 
purchase at any of Dune 
Coffee’s locations and online 
throughout February. With 
every purchase, 40% of 
the proceeds go directly 
to Healing Justice Santa 
Barbara. The organization 
is also hosting its annual, 
sold-out Black is Beautiful 
Gala & Fundraiser on Feb. 
23 to raise funds for their 
programs which currently 
include conversations with 
Black community members 
and BIPOC community 
organizers, documenting 
Black history through 
installations and storytelling 

sessions for Black youth 
featuring children’s books 
that center their stories.

On Feb. 27, the Isla Vista 
Recreation & Park District is 
hosting the annual Forward 
Ever, Backward Never event 
from 4—8 p.m. at the Isla 
Vista Community Center. 
This community event 
honoring Black History is 
a collaborative event with 
the UC Santa Barbara Black 
Student Union and Office of 
Black Student Development. 
The evening’s programming 
features live music, free food 
catered by Soul Bites, raffles, 
Black history games, an 
Indigenous drum circle by 
Groupo Tolteca Izkalotl and 
rock painting.

Juneteenth Santa Barbara, 
an organization that plans an 
annual Juneteenth celebration 
in downtown Santa Barbara, 
is extending its dedication 
to uplifting the local Black 

community through culinary-
centered fundraising all 
month long. Spanish tapas 
restaurant Loquita, located 
in the Funk Zone, is serving a 
new cocktail with the mission 
of Juneteenth in mind named 
“Los Quinteros,” attributed 
to Luis and Maria Quintero, 
who were trailblazers 
from Africa and settled in 
Southern California in the 
late 18th century, making a 
considerable impact on the 
area’s community and culture. 
Also in collaboration with 
Juneteenth Santa Barbara, La 
Paloma Cafe is featuring the 
“Iquales” cocktail on its drink 
menu this month, which 
consists of nosotros reposado, 
brucato amaro chaparral, 
amaro angeleno, orgeat, 
pineapple and lime. With 
every cocktail purchased at 
each establishment, one $1 of 
the proceeds will be donated 
to Juneteenth Santa Barbara. 
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This February, Dune Coffee Roasters collaborated with Healing Justice Santa Barbara on a coffee blend that donates a portion of its proceeds to the organization’s programs 
for the Central Coast Black community.
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Ahhh, February. It’s a month 
that many single people dread, 
and one that couples cherish 
because of one particular 
holiday: Valentine’s Day. As 
a single man whose mental 
backpack was overloaded 
from stress and angst from 
midterms, I wasn’t especially 
receptive and happy to see 
the sea of people flooding my 
classes and campus with their 
red, holiday-themed clothing, 
posting photos on Instagram 

stories of them and their 
partners.

But as the saying goes, love 
was in the air, and despite 
what some may say, that 
holds especially true to those 
people without a partner. It’s 
important to show yourself 
some self-love on holidays like 
these, because you deserve it. 
What better way for myself 
and others to treat ourselves 
to our well-deserved self-love 
than to get some delicious food 
from Isla Vista’s Valentine’s 
Day Vegan Food Fair.

Organized by the Isla 

Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD), the de facto 
government body of I.V., the 
event took place on Valentine’s 
Day, Feb. 14, from 3-6 p.m., 
boasting free vegan food, soap 
and flower bouquets. 

“Isla Vista has so many 
awesome vegan food options, 
and we wanted to put on 
a community event that 
brought together local vegan 
food and just promoting local 
eating in general,” fourth-
year environmental studies 
major Molly McGee said, 
who worked to organize and 

execute the event as an event 
intern for IVCSD. “For a while 
people have talked about how 
they want to see a vegan food 
fair … so we decided to put it 
together on Valentine’s Day.” 
Eager to fill up our tummies, I 
invited my friend to join me at 
the fair expecting good food and 
free souvenirs. What we didn’t 
anticipate was how popular the 
event would prove to be.

Upon entering the Isla 
Vista Community Center, my 
friend and I were immediately 
greeted by vibrant red and 
pink streamers, heart-shaped 
cutouts, music and other great 
decorations in celebration of 
Valentine’s Day. Vegan food 
and flower stalls from local I.V. 
businesses like the I.V. Food 
Co-op and OAKBERRY Açaí, 
served the event attendees food 
and fun. The vibrant mess hall 
lively with people, music and the 
smell of food was truly amazing 
to behold given the building’s  
unassuming, monotone facade.

My friend and I, excited by 
what we saw, quickly began to 
explore the venue. Despite us 
arriving about an hour late, we 
were surprised to discover that 
practically all of the food booths 
were serving the last morsels 
of vegan delights they had 
brought with them to the event. 
Furthermore, all that remained 
of the promised flower bouquet 
station were the lowly husks 
of discarded flower stems and 
petals scattered around the 
floor. Slightly disappointed, but 
all the more motivated to get 
some food in our stomachs, my 
friend and I quickly went around 
and piled samples from all the 
stalls that still had food onto our 
flimsy paper plates, and moved 
ourselves outside to review our 
hauls.

We started off strong by 
devouring an everything bagel 

from one of I.V.’s newest culinary 
residences, Yetz’s Bagels. 
Despite the bagel being cold, 
my friend and I tore right into 
it with gusto, savoring each bite. 
Having partaken in a few bagels 
since my time in I.V. from the 
I.V. Bagel Cafe, I was delighted 
by the solid taste of the bagel — 
definitely at least a 7/10. I feel 
that I need to try a fresh warm 
bagel from both places before 
making an informed decision 
about which one I like more but, 
as of right now, I am still a die-
hard I.V. Bagel Cafe loyalist.

I decided to follow up by 
sampling some vegan cheeses 
from UC Santa Barbara’s 
Advocacy for All Animals 
(AAA) club. As a skeptic of most 
vegan dairy substitute products, 
I was stunned by how good the 
flavor of the cheese was. Kite 
Hill’s vegan cream cheese was 
a solid 8/10 in my book as the 
flavor was barely discernible 
from the real thing. I am also 
giving an 8/10 to the Sharp 
English Farmhouse cheese 
from Miyoko’s Creamery which 
was very soft and tasty — super 
enjoyable.

I rounded out the fair with 
some homemade hummus 
and guacamole from the I.V. 
Food Co-op booth. A longtime 
favorite store of mine, I wasn’t 
let down by the quality that 
the co-op normally serves as 
both toppings were bursting 
with flavor. The hummus was 
silky smooth and refreshing, 
whereas the guacamole had a 
more vibrant taste. I am rating 
both 8.5/10. All in all, I was very 
happy with my experience at 
IVCSD’s Valentine’s Day Vegan 
Food Fair and will definitely be 
looking out for similar events 
in the future. For anyone else 
interested, IVCSD’s community 
calendar can be found on their 
website!
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At UC Santa Barbara, there 
are a couple resources available 
for those experiencing food 
insecurity, or the lack of 
regular access to food, such as 
the Associated Students Food 
Bank or the Food Security and 
Basic Needs Advising Center. 

Food security is increasing 
among UCSB students in light 
of the national increase in the 
cost of food over the last few 
years. Recently, statistics show 
there has been an increase in 
the percentage of students 
experiencing high or marginal 
food security. According 
to the UC Undergraduate 
Experience Survey (UCUES), 
30% of students experienced 
high or marginal food security 
in 2018, which was before the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 57% 
experienced high or marginal 
food security in 2022. In other 
words, an additional 15,000 
UC students were able to 
consistently access food. 

The Associated Students 
(A.S.) Food Bank at UCSB 

has dedicated their work 
toward improving food 
security among students on 
campus. The food bank offers 
order pick-ups at various 
locations around the campus 
and a program regarding 
the knowledge of food and 
nutrition to students.

Throughout the 2021-22 
school year, A.S. Food Bank 
distributed 179,651 pounds of 
food to students, according to 
data provided by A.S. Food 
Bank.

Fifth-year anthropology 
major Michelle Woo, the 
A.S. Food Bank operations 
coordinator, said the A.S. Food 
Bank has developed a vending 
machine project, which is free 
of charge and collects meals 
from the Arbor. If the Arbor 
does not sell a food product 
by its expiration date, this 
program reclaims the food 

and provides it to those who 
are facing food insecurity. This 
vending machine is located 
in the lobby between the 
MultiCultural Center and A.S. 
and is available for students to 
access during operating hours 
of the building.

“We reclaim that food, and 
we’ll put it in the vending 
machine. And then people 
who don’t have kitchens 
or are just dealing with 
financial crises and can’t cook 
or whatever can go to the 
vending machine, which is 
100% free,” she said.

The A.S. Food Bank 
has another initiative to 
help students facing food 
insecurity. The Department of 
Public Worms, an additional 
A.S. entity, aims to compost 
food rather than waste it.

According to Woo, the 
A.S. Food Bank’s goal is 
to maximize the resources 
available to help students in 
need.

“We have been trying to 
put more snack stations in 
places and have better ways 
to meet students where they 
need to be,” Woo said. “We 
just try to provide a well-
rounded diet, making sure we 
have any kinds of [items for] 
other parts of the food group. 
Sometimes we’ll adjust things 
for holidays.”

According to A.S. Food 

Bank special programs 
supervisor Sarah Wagner, a 
fourth-year environmental 
studies major, one program 
that was introduced during 
the pandemic was the 
online bagging system to 
accommodate students with 
different kinds of needs, such 
as those who do not have a 
kitchen and those who only 
acquire produce.

“[The] program allowed 
students to submit online 
orders and pick up their food 
at any point during operating 
hours,” she said.

While initially 
i m p l e m e n t e d 
due to 
C O V I D - 1 9 
restrictions, 
the A.S. 
Food Bank 
decided to 
continue the 
bagging system 
due to its convenience 
and efficiency, according 
to Wagner.

“[Students] appreciate 
browsing grocery options 
before visiting the food bank 
and having the flexibility to 
go when they please,” Wagner 
said. 

The A.S. Food Bank 
additionally hosts pop-up 

events on campus where 
they ]provide free produce 
and snacks to students to 
serve as a mini-food bank and 
advocate for their program.

“[The pop-ups] take place 
at Pardall [Road] and the 
[Student Resource Building] 
SRB, meeting students where 
they are at … in a more central 
part of campus,” Wagner said. 

Rebecca Segundo, the 
UCSB Basic Needs and 
Rapid Rehousing Program 
manager, added that the Food 
Security and Basic Needs 
Advising Center had become 

a distribution site for 
several other 
p r o g r a m s 
who were 
not able to 

d e l i v e r 
o t h e r w i s e 

critical in-
person services, 

such as the 
U n d o c u m e n t e d 

Student Services Grocery 
Voucher Program, the Halal 
and Kosher Grocery Program 
and the Basic Needs Tech 
Support Program.

“More programs have 
developed in the last four 
years, as well as more program 
integration and coordination, 
which has allowed us to more 

intentionally serve students 
with meaningful impact,” 
Segundo said.

Both Woo and Segundo 
emphasized the amount of 
programs and projects they 

launched to reach out to 
more UCSB students, making 
students aware of them and 
utilizing their resources. 
There has been a significant 
increase in the number of 
people experiencing high 
or marginal food security, 
according to the UCUES.

“This data aligns with the 
great work being done on 
the education front with 
our Health & Wellness team 
through the UCSB Cooks 
and Food, Nutrition & 
Basic Skills Program. These 
programs provide educational 
tools for students to learn 
how to prepare healthy and 
nutritious meals within their 
budget,” Segundo said.

There was a significant 
decline in the percentage of 
students registered for A.S. 
Food Bank services in 2020-
21 school year. Only 6.17% of 
enrolled students signed up 
for A.S. Food Bank services, 
but that number increased by 
approximately 16 percentage 
points in the 2021-22 school 
year as students returned to 
campus.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic and corresponding 
campus closures, UCSB 
Basic Needs made changes to 
their programs and resources 
to accommodate students’ 
needs. 

“Anecdotally, during 
[COVID-19] the needs 
of students changed 
significantly. While we had 
fewer UCSB students in the 
immediate campus area, the 
students in the area needed 
more support. We also 
conducted many programs 
remotely, including remote 
CalFresh registrations. In 
general, we had more food 
distributions and had fewer 
visits to the A.S. Food Bank,” 
Segundo said.

To register for A.S. Food 
Bank services, students can 
sign up on the A.S. Food 
Bank website. The A.S. Food 
Bank also offers opportunities 
to volunteer and help 
combat food insecurity. The 
volunteer interest form can 
also be found on the official 
A.S. Food Bank website or 
students can visit foodbank.
as.ucsb.edu/volunteer to sign 
up.

According to the UCUES food security data of 2022, 24% of the students who took the survey 
experienced very low food security, 19% experienced low food security and 57% experienced high or 
marginal food security.

KAREN YUAN / DAILY NEXUS 

The data provided by the Bureau of Labor Statistics measures the percent change of the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all urban 
consumers in the U.S. CPI measures the average change in price over time of consumer goods and services.
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According to A.S. Food 

There was a significant decrease in the percentage of students registered for A.S. Food Bank services during the 2020-21 school year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and campus closures but the percentage of students registering for A.S. Food Bank services increased each 
year. 
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OPINION

I didn’t think a pair of headphones 
would change how I experienced the 
world.

The thrumming of sterile lights. 
The shuffle of customers, making 
conversation in tiny aisles.  The broken 
tune of “welcome to ‘here,’ this is our 
sale” that an employee played every time 
someone entered the store. The ever-
present echoes of transactions: hollow 
voices and people fidgeting with currency 
awkwardly. All vanished.

A couple months ago, in a Best Buy 
store, I tried noise-cancelling headphones 
for the first time. It was half peer pressure 
and half necessity. I hopped on a trend 
I saw across my university campus that 
summer: stylish kids sporting shiny, 
clunky headphones, decorated with 
stickers and rhinestones. I liked the way 
they complimented an outfit and exuded 
a fresh air that the wearer was “gliding 
through life.” And I did need to replace a 
pair of lost headphones. 

The headphones were the Bose 
QuietComfort 45. The moment I put them 
on in the store, the world fell into a wave 
of nothing. I stood in awe — the sounds 
I had been so conscious of, down to my 
very breaths, ceased to be. At first, it was 
eerie, like the calm before an impending 
disaster. But the lurking anxiety from 
the time I walked in was engulfed by a 
strange easiness and, for the first time, in 
a place where my senses were typically 
overloaded, I felt like I could choose what 
I wanted to focus on.    

That day, I had an epiphany about a 
world I went 19 years without knowing. 
At 4 years old, I was diagnosed with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder 
(ADHD). According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, ADHD 
is a neurodevelopmental disorder of 
childhood that lasts into adulthood. 
Children with ADHD may have trouble 
with “paying attention,” “controlling 
impulse controls” “or being overly active.” 
They may also have trouble blocking out 
irrelevant sensory information, such as 
certain sounds.

From kindergarten to elementary 
school, I had frequent emotional 
outbursts, sometimes even grabbing or 
biting my classmates, and constantly 
felt overwhelmed. The lines that made 
up some semblance of an emotional 
core were loosely stitched together, and 
a stream of the most intense feelings 
swelled up until they eventually — always 
— poured out. 

Throughout the years, I swallowed the 
overconfi dent, hyperactive girl who caused 
problems. She still screamed inside the 
concaves of my head, but I got better at 
stopping the sound from leaking. So badly 
I wanted a turn-off switch to shut off the 
noise. And here was a Mousekedoer, the 
magical tool coming right at the moment 
of need. 

I didn’t think I needed Mousekedoers 
anymore. But I realized, as the crash of 
beeps and buzzes cleared, that I could 
think without the usual disruptions: sudden 
shrill noises, the echoes of conversation, 
skidding tires on the road. And I realized 
just how much I still struggle.

It’s hard to acknowledge the disorder 
you grew up trying to erase still affects you. 

From my early primary school days, I 

had struggled more with the “hyperactive” 
part of ADHD but was still inattentive. 

In classes, I couldn’t read my “cats” and 
“dogs” from the storybook like the other 
kids could. I would become high-strung if 
the seat I usually sat in, the one I designated 
my spot, was moved or taken by someone 
else. My mother sent me to after-school 
tutoring centers, where I became their 
problem child for a couple hours. I was 
put into special education classes, where I 
was, most of the time, the only kid there, 
playing board games with an adult to — 
probably — socialize me. The memory is 
blurry.

In those fi rst 10 years of my life, I felt 
biologically fl awed. Not in the sense that I 
understood my condition and body so well 
as a child or that that statement is true, but 
that I could not communicate or connect 
with anyone the way I desired.

My attempts at making quality, 
lasting relationships with my peers 
were unsuccessful. I was too jubilant in 
my excitement. Too quick to speak in 
conversation. Too easy to upset when 
something didn’t go my way. So I became 
an outcast, in some ways, to my peers. 
There was some physical harassment, but 
the worst to me was the ousting: when I 
came to school in the early morning and 
the girls huddled before the class door 
and whispered, eyes darting toward me. In 
middle school, when kids become meaner, 
a classmate sent me online messages telling 
me to kill myself. 

I’m not alone in my experiences either. 
Research has shown that children with 
ADHD are less well-liked than their 
neurotypical peers and are more likely 
to be bullied. I wondered if other people 
with ADHD also tried to minimize their 
experiences. 

In those transitional years, I told myself 
that I was the problem. I firstly deserved 
to be treated harshly by my teachers, 
mentors and peers, and secondly, believed 
I was incapable of doing anything great. 
I learned that my “isms” and quirks were 
parts of the disruptive, unproductive 
problem pie. So I was quieter, more 
contained and far more nervous. 

The biological constraint, I thought, 
was like an immovable rock. While no 
fault to the overachievers, every time 
I heard someone brag about how they 
breezed through their early school years, 
my eye twitched. Because I got stuck on 
homework problems, 20 minutes for their 
five.

In all this misunderstanding and 
confusion, I had no choice but to cope 
with the outer world. 

Although my ADHD symptoms shifted 
throughout my young adulthood, putting 
on noise-cancelling headphones for the 
first time changed how I experienced 
everything.

Instead of being a victim of my 
surroundings, I could choose what I 
wanted to focus on. I could fixate on what 
I planned to eat for the day instead of the 
din of motors or distant conversation. 

It wasn’t just the sound that had changed. 
Streetcars roaring distantly, the scraping 
of metal chairs against tile, conversations 
meshing together incomprehensibly 
whilst terribly audible — catalysts in my 
internal battle for coveted, unequivocal 
focus. As an adult, focus, or the lack of it, 
always costs something.

Walking on campus with my noise-
cancelling headphones allows me to 

focus on what I just learned in a lecture. 
What I want to eat for dinner. Who I 
need to email back. Moreso, I can key in 
on what’s in front of me. The words on 
posters, books, signs — textual elements 
that can now fall into memory-serving 
schemas as they should. By being able to 
turn my hearing on and off, I have bodily 
autonomy. 

When noise falters my focus, I lose 
efficiency and, furthermore, my ability to 
do tasks on time. In my journey to college 
and advancing myself professionally, 
I’ve strived to be excellent and begun 
to accept nothing less than perfection 
for myself. The result, when I don’t live 
up to those stupid expectations, is the 
devaluation of my self-worth. My mind 
isn’t necessarily built for a society that’s 
governed by and awards efficiency. 

My experience at Best Buy forced me 
to reckon that my condition, even today, 
causes me to struggle compared to my 
neurotypical peers. I thought of myself 
as so far removed from symptoms of 
the past that I failed to really grapple 
with how it affected me presently. That 
it could still affect me for years in the 
near future. While I knew my symptoms 
were still there, I didn’t think it was so 
strong to say I am deeply impacted by my 
childhood disorder. 

I described how I felt about the 
headphones to my friend. She stared, 
with a slight gape in her mouth that told 
me she was trying to understand but 
didn’t know how to. Maybe this wasn’t 
so normal.

I don’t want to say I have ADHD 
because I want to seem excellent. I want 
to be viewed for my accomplishments 
and achievements. If there’s a reason for 
anyone to doubt me, I don’t want it to 
be for inattentiveness or disorganization 
when it’s caused by a disorder I cannot 
entirely control. And I don’t want people 
to take pity on me for it either. To think, 
“Wow, you did this — you broke past 
society’s detrimental reductions.”

So far, I’ve portrayed ADHD as a 
constraint. It does make my day-to-day 
life more difficult, yes. But I’ve also come 
to learn ADHD is crazy, beautiful and 
strange in the best ways. 

I sit for hours doing a task I love. I 
create positive energy around me with 
my impulsivity and playfulness. I tackle 
any issue creatively in a way no one else 
can.

I still don’t fully understand how 
ADHD affects me now, as ADHD 
research in adults is underdeveloped. 
Academia has called the diagnosis of 
ADHD too frequent, often due to the 
cases of misdiagnoses. Meanwhile, social 
media trends have attached the word 
ADHD to nearly anything, creating 
confusion about what this disorder 
means. 

But I know that it is one part that 
makes me who I am. ADHD is my beast 
and my angel. It is the clockwork of my 
brain that runs counter to the norm. 
It doesn’t necessarily define me, but it 
plays a great role in forming who I am.

As I wear my noise-cancelling 
headphones, I at least have the 
headspace to think about what ADHD 
means to me.

Lizzy Rager grew up watching the 
“Mickey Mouse Clubhouse” and wishes 
Mousekedoers were real.

Lizzy Rager
Asst. News Editor 

The Diversity 
Hire: The radical 
act of self-denial 
Sneha Cheenath
DEI Chair
This year, Valentine’s Day shared 

the stage with Ash Wednesday, 
an annual Christian holiday that 
marks the beginning of Lent, the 
40 days before Easter. In honor of 
the 40 days that Jesus was believed 
to have spent fasting in the desert, 
many Catholics give something up 
— most traditionally meat and meat 
products. While this practice isn’t 
embedded into the Syrian Catholic 
traditions of my family in India, the 
infl uence of the Roman Catholic 
church I attended growing up 
made it an annual practice for us. 
Every year, my family commits to 
giving up anything from sugar to 
gossip to Candy Crush. 

Catholics are infamous for 
their fi xation on self-denial, but it’s 
really a cornerstone of all major 
religions. As Molly Worthen, 
associate professor of history at 
the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, wrote in the New 
York Times this week, “It is an 
almost universal practice across 
time and culture; our species has an 
impulse to deny bodily desires in 
order to connect with something 
transcendent.” 

That “something transcendent” 
doesn’t necessarily have to be God. 
Writer Ismatu Gwendolyn wrote 
in their essay “Notes on Fasting: 
40 Days for Palestine” that fasting 
serves as “a physical reminder to 
remember the weight of war.” In 
this way, fasting is a catharsis, a 
means of  “stretching [their] mind 
and [their] attention.” Self-denial 
is a discipline that allows people 
to transcend into a new level of 
understanding, a way to expand 
their ability to empathize with 
those who have wildly different 
experiences because it unites 
people on their most basic desires. 

I’m often inclined to think that 
proponents of discipline are based 
in a capitalist desire to maximize 
productivity. But Gwendolyn’s 
essay demonstrates a completely 
different perspective: self-denial 
isn’t a way to make yourself 
more profi table. In fact, it’s quite 
the opposite — it’s a way to force 
yourself to move slowly, focus on 
what really matters and connect 
with people on the most basic 
qualities of being human. 

For many people, access to 
basic needs isn’t guaranteed, so 
self-denial isn’t an option — it’s the 
baseline. And I’m not saying that 
the imperfection of the human 
condition is an excuse for people 
to be denied their basic needs. 
Rather, I’m saying that for people 
in a situation where they have 
ample resources, a controlled and 
intentional period of self-denial can 
be instrumental in increasing their 
ability to empathize with those 
who are not in equally fortunate 
circumstances. 

But beyond increasing 
empathy, self-denial is a necessary 
component of a rich life. In high 
school, my senior year English 
class read “Brave New World” by 
Aldous Huxley, and it gave me a 
completely new perspective on 
self-denial of instant gratifi cation. 
It’s a dystopian novel centered 
around a world where people seek 
pleasure above all else. With the 
loss of all patience and discipline, 
people lose interest in pursuing 
love, art or knowledge. The book 
puts the virtue of self-denial quite 
simply: “[f]eeling lurks in that 
interval of time between desire and 
its consummation.” So in a universe 
where that interval is snuffed out at 
any opportunity, there’s no feeling 
at all, good or bad. 

I’m usually too much of an 
optimist to say the world is turning 
into the likes of a dystopian novel, 
but the increasing popularity of 
short-form media makes me 
feel like as I get older, the world 
begins to feel more and more like 
Huxley’s vision of the future. And 
when I read the book in senior 
year, I thought it was almost 
inevitable that people would give 
up their ability to think critically in 
favor of easy comforts and instant 
gratifi cation. 

But in times like Lent, I’m 
reminded of an equally human 
desire to deny ourselves pleasure 
in order to connect to something 
greater. Even in “Brave New 
World,” there are dissenters who 
seek a rich life over a comfortable 
one: John “the Savage” 
emphatically claims — in one of 
my favorite literary exchanges of 
all time — “I don’t want comfort. I 
want God, I want poetry, I want 
real danger, I want freedom, I 
want goodness. I want sin … I’m 
claiming the right to be unhappy.”
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