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Five zones were set up around Anisq’Oyo’ Park with activities like the Queen’s Bumpkin Patch, Gates of Haay’all, Haay’all Theater, Oracle Underworld and Poster Row & Walk 
About Woods, also known as Cool Corner.
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IVCSD holds Halloween 
Community Festival

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District held its first 
Halloween Community Festival 
on Oct. 28 at 976 Embarcadero 
Del Mar.

The festival featured live music, 

vendors and performances like 
aerial dancing. Both students 
and long-term Isla Vista             
residents came out to celebrate 
the holiday.

IVCSD’s community spaces 
program manager Myah 
Mashhadialireza organized the 
festival. She drew inspiration 
from her experience at Portland 
Pride, a Portland-based annual 
pride parade that features a mix 
of resources, organizations and 
events over a weekend in July. 

Over 50 organizations 

affiliated with UCSB and Isla 
Vista were in attendance for the 
festival, Mashhadialireza said. 

Mashhadialireza said the 
event was meant to bring all 
Isla Vista residents together, 
not just students. Above all, she 
emphasized that the event was 
intended to fulfill the IVCSD 
mission of “stay safe, stay local.” 

The Halloween Community 
Festival was also designed to be 
an oasis from the heavily policed 
weekend, Mashhadialireza said. 
IVCSD set up a restorative 

justice table where community 
members could discuss policing 
issues in a non-threatening 
environment.

Halloween in I.V. has seen 
increased police presence 
and restrictions during the 
annual weekend since 2011. 
Since the implementation of 
the Halloween festival noise 
ordinance, local government 
bodies and organizations host 
alternative events and activities 
for students and I.V. residents 
throughout the weekend. 

IVRPD holds annual 
Haunted Halloween 
Pumpkin Patch

The Isla Vista Recreation and 
Park District held its third annual 
Haunted Halloween Pumpkin 
Patch on Oct. 30 and 31 in 
Anisq’Oyo’ Park.

The event took place from 
7-11 p.m. both nights and 
featured collaborations with 
organizations including Lucidity 
LLC, The Environment Makers 

Isla Vista Districts hold Halloween Events

UC Santa Barbara 
environmental studies alumna 
Tara Robinson presented her 
senior thesis project on Isla 
Vista coastal management 
research to the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
Board of Directors at its 
Oct. 24 meeting, suggesting 
several solutions to cliff 
erosion in Isla Vista.

The project was motivated 

by issues of cliff erosion 
causing unsafe housing 
structures in the past, 
according to Robinson. 

In 2017, an Isla Vista 
apartment building balcony 
collapsed. Though it was an 
incident with no injuries, the 
collapse caused 28 residents 
living on the property to 
evacuate. Additionally, at 
least 30 buildings were cut 
back from the bluffs due 

UCSB alumna’s 
erosion report 
evaluates coast 
erosion solutions, 
recommends 

more community 
outreach

Lizzy Rager
Staff Writer

Various UC Santa Barbara 
campus organizations published 
online statements standing in 
solidarity with UCSB Students 
for Justice in Palestine and 
Palestinian liberation. 

The statements of solidarity 
are in light of the three-week-
old siege of the Gaza Strip by 
the state of Israel following 
an Oct. 7 attack on Israel 
by militant group Hamas 
and subsequent attacks on 
Palestinian civilians by Israel. 
The attacks include a blast that 
killed thousands of people at 
Gaza City hospital on Oct. 17, 
a blackout that cut off phone 
and internet service for more 
than two million Palestinians 
in Gaza that was restored 34 
hours later on Sunday and 
the halting of water and food 
supplies from the strip. 

The Israel-Hamas war has 
killed 1,400 people in Israel, 
8,005 Palestinians in Gaza and 
116 Palestinians in the West 
Bank, according to the Gaza’s 

Ministry of Health, Israeli 
officials, international observers 
and aid groups. 

UCSB Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP) has held various 
activist events following the 
attacks in support of Palestinian 
liberation, beginning with 
an informational meeting on 
Oct. 9, a “March for Palestine” 
protest followed by Liberation 
Concert on Oct. 21 and a 
campus walkout on Oct. 25. 

UCSB’s Muslim Student 
Association (MSA) published 
an “Official Statement on 
Palestine” on Oct. 12, extending 
its solidarity and condolences 
to the lives lost in the Gaza 
Strip, alongside collaborating 
with SJP on events in support 
of Palestine. 

“We condemn the Israeli 
occupation, their targeted 
and indiscriminate killing 
of civilians, and hold them 
accountable for the current 
escalation of violence occurring 
in Occupied Palestine,” the 
statement read. “In our faith, it 
is our duty to engage in critical 
self-reflection and to actively 

challenge complacency in order 
to become a closer community.” 

MSA noted the importance 
of “highlighting the struggles 
of the Palestinian people and 
not allowing Israel to free 
themselves of any blame” in the 
statement. 

“It is important that we all 
stay informed about the issues 
and severity of the situation in 
Palestine,” the statement read. 

El Congreso de UCSB 
published a statement on Oct. 
13 to the UCSB community 
and the community at large in 
solidarity with Palestine. 

“El Congreso de UCSB 
stands in solidarity with 
Students for Justice in Palestine, 
and with Palestinians around 
the world,” the statement read. 

El Congreso spoke to its 
historically activist purpose 
as an organization to reaffirm 
its support toward Palestinian 
liberation. 

“Historically, El Congreso 
has stood for and supported the 
liberation of all marginalized 

Campus organizations 
stand in solidarity with 

Palestine 

Asumi Shuda
Deputy News Editor 

A common sentiment Robinson noted from the survey was that 
residents were paying too much for property in a “dilapidated” state.
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Various on campus organizations have published statements in solidarity with Palestine.
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A Week in UC 
Student News

Vista Point: Weekly goings-on in and 
around Isla Vista

MultiCultural Center holds 
self-care tool kit workshop for 
grief, anger 

MultiCultural Center (MCC) 
will host a workshop on self-
care outlets in collaboration with 
Campus Advocacy, Resources & 
Education (C.A.R.E.), Resource 
Center for Sexual and Gender 
Diversity (RCSGD), Women’s 
Center and Health & Wellness. 
The event will take place on 
Thursday, Nov. 2, from 2:30-4 
p.m. at the MCC Lounge. 

“With collective and small 
group self-care stations, this 
workshop aims to identify, share, 
and practice several coping skills 
for holding and transmuting 
grief and anger,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

Student Engagement & 
Leadership hosts Día de los 
Muertos 

Student Engagement & 
Leadership (S.E.A.L.) is 
celebrating Día de los Muertos, 
a holiday tradition originating in 
Mesoamerica, on Thursday, Nov. 
2, from 4-6 p.m. at the Student 
Resource Building (SRB) front 
lawn. 

“Dia de los Muertos is a 
celebration that captures the idea 
of unity between life and death, 
it is a synthesis of the indigenous 
Mesoamerican and Spanish 
conquistador traditions,” the 
Shoreline description read. 

The event will feature music, 
food, art and performances, all in 
celebration of “lives of those who 

have passed away,” according to 
the description. 

Arts & Lectures features 
discussion with Eddie Ndopu

Arts & Lectures is hosting 
humanitarian and social justice 
advocate Eddie Ndopu on 
Thursday, Nov. 2, from 7:30-9 
p.m. at Campbell Hall. 

“Described by Time magazine 
as ‘one of the most powerful 
disabled people on the planet,’ 
Eddie Ndopu is an award-winning 
global humanitarian and social 
justice advocate,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

Event Management & 
Protocol hosts annual Parents 
& Family Weekend 

Event Management & Protocol 
is hosting its annual Parents & 
Family Weekend on Friday, Nov. 
3, and Saturday, Nov. 4, from 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on both days 
throughout campus. 

“Parents & Family Weekend will 
provide opportunities to spend 
time with your Gaucho (and) 
meet other Gaucho families,” the 
Shoreline description read. 

RCSGD hosts Black QT 
community brunch 

RCSGD is hosting a fall brunch 
for Black, LGBTQIA+ students 
on Friday, Nov. 3, from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the SRB 
Multipurpose Room (MPR). 

UCSB Sustainability hosts 
herbal tea party

UCSB Sustainability is hosting 
afternoon tea with medicinal 
herbs on Friday, Nov. 3, from 4-5 
p.m. at the SRB front lawn. 

“Come have some afternoon tea 
with us and learn about medicinal 

herbs that can help boost your 
immune system during flu season,” 
the Shoreline description read. 
African diasporic Cultural 
Resource Center celebrates 
Black Gaucho Family 
Weekend 

African diasporic Cultural 
Resource Center is celebrating 
Black Gaucho Family Weekend 
on Saturday, Nov. 4, from 12-4 
p.m. at Parking Lot 22. 

“We invite students, families, 
faculty, staff, and community 
members to: foster and deepen 
your sense of community, 
celebrate the accomplishments of 
our Black Gaucho scholars, honor 
the legacy of Black excellence 
in leadership, participate in our 
Black student resource fair, share 
in African diasporic cuisine, 
enjoy local entertainment, games, 
and other social activities,” the 
Shoreline description read. 

Educational Opportunity 
Program hosts Celebración de 
la Familia 2023 

The Chicanx/Latinx Cultural 
Resource Center for the 
Educational Opportunity Program 
is hosting its annual Celebración 
de la Familia on Saturday, Nov. 4, 
from 1-4 p.m. at Hatlen Theater. 

“Celebración de la Familia is a 
wonderful opportunity for students 
and families to meet Latinx staff, 
faculty, and community members 
in a great celebración of our rich 
Latinx culture and vibrant campus 
community,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

Arts & Lectures features 
Kristin Chenoweth

Arts & Lectures is featuring 

Kristin Chenoweth at an event 
titled, “For The Girls,” on Sunday, 
Nov. 5, from 7-8:30 p.m. at the 
Granada Theater. 

“In this rollicking cabaret-
style revue, Tony and Emmy 
award-winning actress Kristin 
Chenoweth pays tribute to the 
great women singers who have 
inspired her with classics made 
famous by Doris Day, Barbra 
Streisand, Dolly Parton and more,” 
the Shoreline description read. 

Transfer Student Center 
hosts winter quarter planning 
workshop

The Transfer Student Center is 
hosting a workshop for transfer 
students to plan their winter 
quarter schedules on Monday, 
Nov. 6, from 12:30-2:30 p.m. at 
library room 1576. 

The event has a limited capacity 
of 25 student participants. Snacks 
and drinks will be provided. 

S.E.A.L. hosts fall social for 
first-generation students 

S.E.A.L. is hosting its First-Gen 
Fall Social on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 
from 12-2 p.m. at the SRB MPR. 
The event is in honor of National 
First-Generation Day on Nov. 8. 

“The Fall Social will be a 
time for the First-Generation 
student community to build 
connections with other first-
generation folks across campus 
and establish their networks with 
campus departments and student 
organizations,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

UCSB Veterans and Staff 
Association hosts sixth annual 
networking lunch

The UCSB Veterans and 

Staff Association is hosting a 
complimentary networking 
event for UCSB’s military-
related students, faculty and staff. 
The lunch will take place on 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Mosher 
Alumni House. 

The event is in collaboration 
with the UCSB Human Resources 
Office, Veterans & Military 
Services and Equal Opportunity 
& Discrimination Prevention    
Office. 

Undocumented Student 
Services hosts social on 
graduate school 

Undocumented Student 
Services is hosting a conversation 
about graduate school with one 
of the office’s graduate student 
interns on Wednesday, Nov. 8, at 
5 p.m. at the Monarch Lounge. 

There will be a raffle, coffee and 
donuts.

American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural Resource 
Center hosts annual harvest 
dinner 

The American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural Resource 
Center is hosting its 48th annual 
harvest dinner on Wednesday, 
Nov. 8, from 6-8:30 p.m. at the 
Corwin Pavilion. 

“This event is UCSB’s 
longest-running annual campus 
event, serving to recognize and        
honor our Native and Indigenous 
students, staff, and community,” 
the Shoreline description read. 

Roasted turkey, grilled corn 
and squash, roasted potatoes, 
lemonade, iced tea, water and 
coffee will be served. 

Asumi Shuda
Deputy News Editor

UC Merced acknowledges 
Native American heritage 
with Toloma 5K

UC Merced hosted its annual 
Toloma 5K on Oct. 28 from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. ahead of Native 
American Heritage Month, 
the UC Merced Newsroom 
announced in a press release.

The 5-kilometer race 
fundraised for campus affairs 
around Native American 
practices, while acknowledging 
the campus’ location on Yokuts 
and Miwok land.

“The Toloma 5K serves as 
an important symbol for the 
gratitude our institution conveys 
in recognizing the land on which 
we are situated and the people 
who have been and continue 
to be its stewards,” UCM Vice 
Chancellor and Chief Diversity 
Officer Delia Saenz said in the 
press release. 

As an organizer of the event, 
Native American/Indigenous 
Recruitment and Outreach 
Specialist Amanda Putnam 
spoke on the importance and 
satisfaction of garnering support 
for the event.

“It’s heartwarming to see 
the growing support for this 
important event,” Putnam 
said. “Seeing the community 

acknowledge the location of the 
campus on Native American 
land, witnessing support for 
increased Native American 
programming on campus and 
inviting local tribal community 
members to campus makes 
Toloma 5K organizers proud to 
be Bobcats.”

UC Berkeley to offer 
course on Taylor Swift in 
2024

UC Berkeley will offer 
a class called “Artistry and 
Entrepreneurship: Taylor’s 
Version” for Spring 2024, NBC 
Bay Area reported.

Students in the class will learn 
about the musical, business 
and creative aspects of Swift’s 
successful career as a songwriter. 
The course will consist of 
interactive lectures, readings 
and listening assignments; 
students will receive two units 
for enrolling.

UC Berkeley economics 
major alumna Crystal Haryanto 
created the class and will teach 
it alongside a current student.

“It will be a cross section of 
literature, economics, business 
and sociology and I think that 
we’re studying her impact as 
an artist, as a whole,” Haryanto 
told NBC Bay Area. “I want to 
study her literary devices. But 
also how those literary devices 
create meaning.”

Alex Levin
University News Editor

The Daily Nexus Crossword

ACROSS
1. Large wildcats that cannot 
roar
5. 7 on the Mohs Scale
10. “A beating heart of stone / 
You gotta be so cold / To make it 
in this world” - Imagine Dragons
11. Wooper
12. ____ Street, U.S.A.
13. Outer space prefix
15. E.g., arm
17. Food for livestock
19. Its volume is (4/3)πr3

21. Back fin

22. Ebonies’ counterpart
23. Bears pear-like fruit
25. Cloud of gas and dust in outer 
space
28. Turf
30. Military soldier’s duty
31. Pandora’s Box, Ragnarök, 
Ramayana, etc.
32. Chris Christie’s final question 
at the first 2024 Republican 
Primary debate
35. No.5 most populous city in 
Nebraska; UCSB English teacher 
36. Quality sought in mutual 
relationships
37. Strange and unusual
38. 1588 Spanish ______

DOWN
2. Largest living bird
3. Greek dish usually consisting 
of roasted lamb, chicken, pork 
or beef 
4. Green hot dog condiment
5. Owen, Merrick and the 
Skarloey Railway engines’ 
workplace 
6. Made up of protons, neutrons 
and electrons
7. Cancer and Capricorn
8. Sherlock ______ (Hint: Not 
“Holmes”)
9. Warming
14. Carrot, radish, turnip, beet, 
etc. 
16. $19.99
18. First date f lowers
20. Before All Saints’ Day, 
Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day
21. Where does the fox live?
23. Australian marsupial; 
commonly approaches humans
24. Last names in this country 
usually end with “-son” or 
‘-dóttir”
26. Defensive linemans’ goal is to 
rush _______
27. Portfolio pieces with value
28. The sun, moon and Earth in 
a nearly straight line
29. The nature of reality
33. “It must be exhausting always 
rooting for the ____-hero” - 
Taylor Swift
34. Embedded chip for mobile 
connectivity, brief ly

Crossword answers can be found 
on our website dailynexus.com. 

Siddharth Chattoraj
Data Editor
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The Nexus compiled a 
summary of crimes recorded 
by the Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office in Isla Vista 
from Oct. 1-30. 

The data was obtained 
from the October 2023 Arrest 
Log folder that is provided 
by Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office Crime Analyst 
Elisabeth Nybo. 

I.V. — and the neighboring 
UC Santa Barbara campus — 
is under jurisdiction of the 
UC Santa Barbara Police 
Department and Isla Vista 
Foot Patrol (IVFP), a branch 
of Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office’s (SBSO).

There were 13 categories 
of misdemeanors and 
six categories of felonies 
recorded between Oct. 1 and 
Oct. 30, with a total of 34 
misdemeanor and six felony 
offenses logged by SBSO. 

There were two types of 
misdemeanor possession 
offenses recorded and four 
issued charges: three charges 
of minor in possession and 
one charge of possession of 
marijuana in a vehicle. 

The logs included five 
misdemeanor charges of 
driving under the influence, 
obstructing a public officer 
and disorderly conduct under 
the influence, all of which 
were the most common 
offenses listed. 

More vehicle-related 
offenses included driving 

without a license, minor 
operating a vehicle and 
tampering with a vehicle, 
each of which had one charge 
recorded. 

Other misdemeanor 
offenses include three 
charges of presenting false 
identification, two charges of 
carrying an open container, 
two charges each for receiving 
and theft of stolen property 
and two charges each for 

vandalism and loitering. 
The “open container” 

charge — a Santa Barbara 
County ordinance that bans 
open containers from public 
areas — has historically 
gained attention in Isla Vista, 
with IVFP conducting a “No 

Open Container” campaign in 
Fall Quarter 2022 to educate 
residents about the policy. 

There were six categories 
of felony charges recorded: 
inflicting corporal injury 
to a spouse or inhabitant, 
possession and sale of 
narcotics, possession of 
controlled substances, first 
degree burglary, second 
degree burglary and carrying 
a dirk or dagger. The included 
felony categories listed one 
charge each. 

The most number of charges 
were issued on Del Playa 
Drive, encompassing nine 
of the total charges between 
Oct. 1 and Oct. 30 occurring 
on this street. There were two 
charges issued each on El 
Colegio Road and Trigo Road, 
and one charge occurred each 
on Sueno Road, Sabado Tarde 
Road, Picasso Road and 
Abrego Road. 

There were no crimes 
recorded by SBSO ahead of 
Halloween for the weekend 
of Oct. 28 to Oct. 30. 
The previous weekend — 
informally dubbed as “I.V. 
Halloween” by I.V. residents 
— had one charge recorded 
each on Oct. 20 and Oct. 22. 

Halloween in I.V. has 
historically seen increased 
police presence and 
restrictions since 2011, 
and this year’s ordinances 
prohibited live or recorded 
music that can be heard 
outside of residences from 
Oct. 26 to Nov. 4 during the 
hours of 6 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Isla Vista law enforcement response in 
October 2023, summarized

Asumi Shuda
Deputy News Editor

There were 13 categories of misdemeanors and six categories of 
felonies recorded between Oct. 1 and Oct. 30.

There were 13 
categories of 

misdemeanors and 
six categories of 

felonies recorded 
between Oct. 1 and 

Oct. 30, with a total 
of 34 misdemeanor 

and six felony 
offenses logged by 

SBSO.”

“
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A scavenger hunt was designed as a game for attendees to interact 
with the live-action characters and explore all five zones in order to 
earn a pumpkin from the Queen’s Pumpkin Patch.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

Additional attractions included a silent disco in the Haay’All 
Amphitheater on Monday night.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

The pumpkin patch has had over 10,000 attendees in past years and attracted students and families alike.
SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

HALLOWEEN EVENTS Continued from p.1

and UCSB Fashion Club.
The pumpkin patch has had 

over 10,000 attendees in past 
years and attracted students and 
families alike with its character 
performances, decorations and 
carnival games, according to an 
Isla Vista Recreation and Park 
District (IVRPD) press release. 

“The Halloween Pumpkin 
Patch is an immersive theatrical 
experience featuring live 
performance actors, interactive 
storytelling, and decorative 
landscapes of light, sound, and 
color that dazzle and delight 
participants as they embark on 
their quest through mystical 
realms to retrieve their pumpkin 
souvenir,” the press release read. 

Five zones were set up around 
Anisq’Oyo’ Park with activities 
like the Queen’s Bumpkin Patch, 
Gates of Haay’all, Haay’all 
Theater, Oracle Underworld, 
Poster Row & Walk About 
Woods, also known as Cool 
Corner. Each zone also contained 
activities such as face painting, a 
photo booth, life-sized jenga and 
a black light lounge.

A scavenger hunt was also 
designed as a game for attendees 
to interact with the live-action 
characters and explore all five 
zones in order to earn a pumpkin 
from the Queen’s Bumpkin Patch.

“Guests must gather clues 
and symbolic tokens from the 
intriguing cast of characters they 
meet along the way to present 
to the Pumpkin King in hopes of 
healing him and taking home a 
beloved Pumpkin Bumpkin from 
the Queen’s Pumpkin Patch,” the 
press release read.

The total budget of the event 
was $120,640 of Measure O 
funding — a special tax approved 
by voters for IVRPD projects and 
renovations — with $29,306 being 
allocated to projection art lighting, 
$28,944 to Guardian Security 
Team, $4,175 to advertisements, 
$792 to refreshments, $1,500 to 
the costume contest prize and 
$10,050 to the pumpkin patch.

Other attractions included 
a silent disco in the Haay’all 
Theater on Monday night and 
a costume contest that ended 
with “a $1,000 cash grand prize 
for adult contestants and 4 youth 
tickets to the Santa Barbara Zoo,” 
according to the press release.
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The MultiCultural Center 
and UC Santa Barbara’s 
Kapatirang Pilipino hosted 
their first Filipino Palengke on 
Oct. 25 in the MultiCultural 
Center Lounge in honor of 
Filipino American History 
Month.

The Palengke — meaning 
market in Tagalog – was first 
pitched in Spring Quarter 
2023 by third-year English 
major, MultiCultural Center 
(MCC) programming 
assistant and Kapatirang 
Pilipino (KP) member Den 
Earl Dulos. Dulos was also 
the primary organizer for the 
event. 

KP is a Filipino-American 
cultural and social 
organization on campus 
established in 1978. 

Filipino American History 
Month commemorates the 
presence of the first Filipinos 
in the United States on Oct. 
18, 1587. The U.S. Congress 
recognized October as 
Filipino American History 
Month in 2009 with various 
U.S. states, counties and cities 
establishing observance of 
the holiday thereafter.  

Dulos said that he drew 
inspiration for Palengke from 
the Black Flea Market that 
takes place in February and 
the Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian Resource 
Center Bazaar in April. Dulos 
identified an opportunity to 
bring the Filipino-American 
community together at UCSB 
in honor of Filipino American 
History Month.

Dulos began the event 
with a Chumash land 
acknowledgment. He 
followed by introducing the 
vendors and small business 
owners who showcased the 
variety of products, from 
baked goods to original art. 

Attendees enjoyed food 
catered by L&L Hawaiian 
Barbecue, such as spam 
musubi, chicken katsu and 
macaroni salad. 

Second-year biology major 
Elijah Calip sold snacks from 
his mom’s small grocery store 
in Daly City. 

Fourth-year sociology 
major Cassandra Leviste 
sold second-hand clothing 
and custom rugs. Leviste 
described the beginning of 
her rug creations to be during 
the onset of COVID-19. 

Third-year English major 
and KP Chairperson Alexa 
Tan said the event was in 
collaboration with KP and 
publicized online.

“KP did co-sponsor the 
Palengke event at the MCC. 
That entailed publicizing the 
event and the vendor interest 
form on Instagram, as well 
as meeting with Micky, a 
staff member at the MCC, to 
discuss logistics,” Tan said. 
“Many of the vendors, as well 

as the DJ for the event, were 
KP members.”

Second-year statistics and 
data science major Ryan 
Valencia served as the DJ 
for the duration of Palengke. 
Attendees danced and sang 
along to a mix of hip-hop, 
throwbacks and electronic 
dance music in the MCC 
lounge.

MCC Program Coordinator 
Micky Brown spoke about 
the success of the event. 

“We had 162 people sign in, 
which is a lot of people for a 

MultiCultural Center event,” 
Brown said. “Just based on 
attendance, I would say it was 
a massive success. We ran out 
of food. We ran out of all the 
giveaway items.”

When asked about the 
choice of Hawaiian cuisine 
over Filipino options, Brown 
explained the root of various 
similarities between Hawaiian 
and Filipino foods.

“A lot of Filipinos, including 
my family, came first to 
Hawaii from the Philippines, 
so there is a lot of overlap 

with Pacific islanders and the 
Philippines,” Brown said. “We 
had similar colonizers, we 
underwent similar processes 
of gentrification.”

The decision also 
reflected the constraints of 
sourcing Filipino catering 
in Santa Barbara County, 
according to Brown. 
Additionally, Brown said 
the university’s regulations 
made it impractical to have 
homemade Filipino food 
prepared for the event.

“The closest Filipino 

restaurant is in Ventura. 
And, on a very practical 
level, getting catering from a 
restaurant that’s basically an 
hour away is just not viable 
for our purposes,” Brown 
said.

Brown noted reasons for 
the importance of Palengke 
existing specifically to 
spotlight Filipino students on 
campus. 

“It’s a big conversation 
within Asian American 
studies, and I feel it’s really 
impossible to represent the 
full spectrum of [Asian Pacific 
Islander Desi American] or 
even Asian America at an 
event,” Brown said. 

“It was really important for 
me to specifically be like, ‘This 
is a Filipino marketplace. 
This is to support and uplift 
our Filipino students,’” he 
continued. “So, it’s really 
important for me to not label 
this Asian marketplace and 
for it to be a Palengke.”

Brown said a role for the 
event was to uplift small 
businesses owned by low-
income, first-generation 
students of color trying 
to make ends meet. He 
emphasized the potential 
for these events to generate 
substantial sales to bring 
financial support.

“All of the vendors kept 
their own proceeds. We did 
not collect any percentage 
of the proceeds. That is 
not what we are doing. It 
was just independent small 
business, and there was no 
fee to participate, which is a 
big deal for students,” Brown 
said. 

Dulos said that the 
importance of Filipino 
American History Month 
as a whole is to honor the 
accomplishments of Filipino 
communities in the Western 
world. 

He cited the contributions 
of Filipino nurses and Filipino 
leaders like Larry Itliong — 
a Filipino-American labor 
organizer and civil rights 
activist. Palengke was held on 
Larry Itliong Day and Dulos 
explained that it was also a 
way to honor him.

For UCSB, Brown said 
Filipino American History 
Month is an opportunity 
to celebrate our Filipino 
-American students. 

“When there is a smaller 
population, it’s easy to feel 
invisible and to not see 
yourself anywhere. Especially 
at the MultiCultural Center, 
it’s really important to take 
advantage of these cultural 
months to really honor 
that community.” Brown 
continued, “And I think it’s 
interesting that it’s Filipino 
American History Month, 
very much celebrating 
the diaspora, very much  
honoring that even if you’re 
from the islands, you’re still 
Filipino.”

MCC holds first Filipino 
marketplace event “Palengke” 

Devin Gowdy
Reporter

Palengke is the first-ever Filipino community marketplace event held at the MultiCultural Center.

COURTESY OF KAPATIRANG PILIPINO

KP is a Filipino-American cultural and social organization on campus established in 1978. 

COURTESY OF KAPATIRANG PILIPINO
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peoples both on and off 
campus,” the statement read. 
“We will always stand with 
all oppressed people who are 
globally resisting supremacist 
violence, genocide, settler 
colonialism, and ethnic 
cleansing.” 

The Afghan Student 
Association (ASA) at UCSB 
published a statement on 
Oct. 14 alongside a reposted 
Instagram post from Revive 
Afghanistan NZ, reaffirming 
Palestinian struggle and 
condemning Chancellor Henry 
T. Yang’s email statement on 
the ongoing attacks.

The organization also 
collaborated with SJP and MSA 
for the march for Palestine and 
campus walkout. 

“We, the Afghan Student 
Association at UCSB, 
reaffirm the validity of the 
brave Palestinian people in 
their struggle against ethnic 
cleansing,” the statement read. 
“This is a struggle that we, as 
Afghan students, know all too 
well.” 

 ASA defined the meaning 
of supporting Palestinian 
resistance in their statement. 

“Supporting Palestinian 
resistance is not supporting the 
death of innocent civilians, but 
the right of Palestinians to fight 
for equal rights in accordance 
with the rights afforded to 
their Israeli neighbors,” the 
statement read. 

“We will always stand united 
with Palestine in the face 
of imperialism and colonial 
conquests.” 

UCSB’s Black Student Union 
published a statement on Oct. 
20 to the UC community to 
formally declare its solidarity 
with Palestine, condemning 
the UC for its “failure to 
acknowledge the escalating 
humanitarian crisis in Palestine.” 

“On behalf of the Black 
Student Union at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, 
we formally declare solidarity 
with our Palestinian sisters 
and brothers in opposition to 
the settler colony of Israel’s 
oppressive, illegitimate regime,” 
the statement read. 

“The University of California, 
as an institution, prides itself on 
principles of justice, inclusivity, 
and global awareness, yet 

its deafening silence amidst 
ongoing atrocities speaks 
volumes,” the statement 
continued. 

The statement echoed 
the demands of SJP to the 
UC: a formal apology from 
the UC Board of Regents 
regarding its statement on the 
war, an acknowledgement 
of Palestinian lives and 
statehood, acknowledging 
Israel “as an apartheid state” 
and full divestment of the UC 
from “corporations that profit 
from the illegal occupation of 
Palestine.” 

“As long as we have our 
voices, we shall continue 
to combat oppression,” the 
statement read. “We grieve for 
all those whose lives have been 
taken, not only as civilians but 
as liberators.” 

“We recognize and support 
the inherent rights of the 
indigenous people of Palestine,” 
the statement continued. 
“Our ideals are aligned to the 
liberation of Palestinians and 
for all our allies across the 
diaspora.” 

The Associated Students 
(A.S.) Black Women’s Health 
Collaborative (BWHC) 
released a statement to the 
UCSB community on Oct. 23, 
expressing support for Students 
for Justice in Palestine and for 
Palestinian liberation. 

“We mourn alongside the 
families and give condolences 
to those affected by the 
ongoing tragedies in Gaza and 
West Bank,” the statement 
read. “We acknowledge the 
systemic oppression endured 
by Palestinians for generations.” 

BWHC defined the         
ongoing siege as “not merely 
a conflict” but “a profound 
liberation movement tirelessly 
fighting for justice” in the 
statement. 

“The world has fallen short, 
consistently failing Palestine in 
every conceivable dimension,” 
the statement read. “This is a 
stark example of imperialist 
exploitation with a significant 
power imbalance.” 

“We strongly condemn the 
genocide of the Palestinian 
people and recognize 
the generations of settler 
colonialism inflicted by Israel,” 
the statement continued. 

PALESTINE Continued from p.1

to cliff erosion in recent 
decades.

Last spring, Robinson 
interviewed Isla Vista 
residents and experts in 
coastal erosion and related 
fields, finding a “very strong 
resignation” on the fate of 
Del Playa Drive (DP) and Isla 
Vista. Much of the general 
public opinion came from a 
survey aimed at long-term 
I.V. residents.

“One of the people 
responded from that form 
and said, ‘you people are on 
a dead-end path.’ Meaning 
that coastal management is 
just what it is going to be,” 
Robinson said during the 
meeting.

Another common 
sentiment Robinson noted 
from the survey was that 
residents were paying too 
much for property in a 
“dilapidated” state. After the 
community outreach stage 
of the project, she looked 
into the action plans of other 
coastal communities and 
assessed the pros and cons of 
possible researched erosion 
solutions. 

The most popular solution 
to erosion is to install 
sea walls, Robinson said. 
Charles Lester, a UCSB 
researcher and the former 
head of the California 
Coastal Commission (CCC), 
conferred with Robinson that 
there’s antipathy from the 
CCC and other non-profits 
toward sea walls because 
they are short-term solutions. 

“They will protect 
properties for a specific 
amount of time, but then the 
sea will continue to rise and 
those sea walls will no longer 
be helpful in preventing 
erosion,” Robinson said. 
“They also will erode the 
beach in front of a seawall.” 

Sea walls only protect the 
land behind them, Robinson 
noted. There are two sea 
walls installed around the 
narrowest parts of the coast 
in Isla Vista. The beach gets 
narrower near Campus Point 
because of “downstream 
erosion.”

A mid-term solution is 
to install a groin or jetty — 
structures built perpendicular 
to a body of water — to 
interrupt water flow and 
sediment movement. Such 
structures can artificially 
widen the beach so the waves 
will not hit the cliffs as much. 
Robinson said according to 
coast professionals, a groin 
could be implemented at the 
edge of Isla Vista and UCSB 
and form a “crescent beach” 
to protect the bluffs.

Differently from the 
seawall solution, this solution 

would offset the potential 
for downstream erosion due 
to Campus Point acting as 
a natural groin. However, 
there are concerns of cost of 
development, greenhouse-
gas emissions from material 
transport and beach access. 

Another mid-term solution 
is beach nourishment, which 
essentially involves artificially 
adding sand to a beach to 
widen it. Robinson called this 
“high-risk, high-reward,” as 
the solution could last years 
or wash away in one storm. 

Last winter quarter, UCSB 
experienced large storms that 
flooded the streets of I.V., 
damaged infrastructure and 
resulted in class cancellations 
and campus closures. Along 
with the same concerns of 
the groin solution, the CCC 
has many specifications 
about where and how much 
sand is put on the beach.

“You have to be very 
specific and make sure that 
you’re finding sand that is not 
going to disrupt the existing 
ecosystem in the sand. So it 
requires a lot of research,” 
Robinson said.

Some California coastal 
communities have turned 
to planting deep-rooted 
plants to stabilize eroding 
cliffs. Director of Ecosystem 
Management for UCSB’s 
Cheadle Center for 
Biodiversity and Ecological 
Restoration Lisa Stratton 
told Robinson this was an 
ineffective solution due to 
the geological nature of the 
bluffs. Stratton suggested that 
another mitigation strategy 
was to remove irrigation 
within 2,000 feet, as when 
bluffs are saturated with 
water, they are “more likely 
to fall.”

Currently, the Santa 
Barbara County Isla Vista 
Bluff Policy — which was 
developed in 2004 and 
most recently revised in 
2020 — mandates that once 
a property is within 20 feet 
of a cliff edge, one of three 
options are available. 

A property owner can hire 
a geotechnical engineer to 
study the site and determine 
its safety, hire a geotechnical 
engineer to evaluate the site’s 
foundation and potential 
for additional strengthening 
or cut back their properties 
before they reach 10 feet 
from the edge.

If the violation isn’t 
addressed within 30 days, a 
fine will be charged to the 
property owner. The longer 
the violation is put off, the 
more the fine accumulates. 
To avoid private contractor 
“buy-outs,” geotechnical 
engineers from the county 

assess the validity of private 
property reports.

Property buyouts — a 
proposed solution to 
private owners inadequately 
addressing cliff erosion — have 
historically failed to pass in 
California due to the financial 
burden the California 
government assumes with at-
risk properties. 

Robinson’s last solution 
referenced the formerly 
failed Isla Vista Master Plan 
(IVMP), which designates 
rezones of I.V. for building up 
and making space for more 
housing. Concerns include 
cost, the CCC’s oceanside 
views protection act and 
incentivizing landlords to 
redevelop.

“Property owners are 
making so much money 
off of their properties right 
now, even if they’re not               
putting that much investment 
into them. Because there’s 
just like a huge housing 
bubble in demand,” Robinson 
said.

Robinson said when she 
asked experts about the 
concern of funding for any 
of the plans, they “weren’t 
worried about it.” Funding 
may come from the California 
community colleges, 
government funding, the 
university or other relevant 
organizations. 

“It’s my understanding that 
there is money out there 
that just requires digging. 
It’s primarily from grants,” 
Robinson said in an interview 
with the Nexus. “Grants 
usually require something to 
show from the money you 
use, so if you’re in a long-
term management project … 
It’s sometimes difficult to get 
those funds.”

For the short-term, 
Robinson recommends 
further community 
engagement with Isla 
Vista’s student populations, 
engagement with relevant 
stakeholders and developing 
a communication strategy.

“Erosion is really technical. 
There’s a lot of things that 
people don’t understand. 
Planning is really technical. 
Finding a common language 
for everyone is pivotal so 
that everyone’s on the same 
page,” Robinson said. 

In the long-term, she 
recommends UCSB should 
build more housing, maintain 
the I.V. bluff policy, campaign 
for IVMP again, establish 
contingency funding for DP 
residents that have to be 
vacated abruptly and require 
DP owners to establish a 
clause in contracts regarding 
bluff safety and the status of 
the property’s safety. 

EROSION REPORT Continued from p.1
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SPORTSThe Texas Rangers have 
removed Adolis Garcia 
and Max Scherzer from 

World Series roster due to 
lingering back stiffness. 

Armchair QB
The men’s soccer team earns 6 All-Big West 
Honors where 4 players made it to the first 
team, one made it to the second team, and 
another earned honorable mention for the 

Big West Conference.

UCSB Athletics

Men’s soccer falls in season 
finale to CSU Fullerton

The UC Santa Barbara 
men’s soccer team ends an 
eventful season with a loss to 
the California State University, 
Fullerton Titans on Oct. 28. 

After catching heat going 
into the playoffs with back-
to-back wins against the 
California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo 
Mustangs and the California 
State University, Sacramento 
Hornets, the Gauchos fell short 
in their last game of the season. 
After the conference game 
loss, the Gauchos fell to 4-3-2 
in conference and their overall 
record dropped to 9-7-2. 

 Right from the jump, the 
Titans immediately took 
control of the match. They 
held possession of the ball for 
the majority of the f irst 10 
minutes and controlled the 
game. But, the Gauchos turned 
it around in the 15th minute, 
when senior midfielder Nemo 
Philipp drove a free kick from 
30 yards out towards the goal, 
but it def lected off a California 
State University, Fullerton 

(CSUF) defender. 
After the def lected free 

kick, UCSB continued to 
show offensive dominance 
and had another chance in 
the 23rd minute. Freshman 
forward Kavi Krishnan’s pass 
to junior midf ielder Lucas 
Gonzalez was too strong, and 
the CSUF goalkeeper got to 
it before Gonzalez could take 
the shot. In the 31st minute, the 
Gauchos applied more pressure 
on the Titans on a corner kick 
that was headed by junior 
midfielder Mikkel Goeling, but 
the CSUF goalkeeper saved it 
once again. 

 Later on in the half, as 
the Gauchos were gaining 
momentum, the Titans 
retaliated and scored their 
f irst goal, taking the lead. For 
the remainder of the half, the 
Gauchos dominated possession 
but did not take any quality 
shots. The Titans led 1-0 going 
into the half. 

 The start of the second half 
picked up on where the first 
half ended, where the Gauchos 
once again dominated 
possession of the ball. After 
multiple missed opportunities 

for the Gauchos to tie up the 
game, the Titans were awarded 
a penalty kick and capitalized, 
extending their lead to 2-0. 

 In the 63rd minute, the 
Gauchos had another chance 
to score when the Titan 
goalkeeper cleared the ball 
to Philipp, yet his shot was 
saved. Later on, in the 74th 
minute, UCSB hit a cross into 
the penalty box for a chance to 
score, but it was slapped away 
by the CSUF goalkeeper. Right 
after, sophomore midf ielder 
Filip Basili attempted a deep 
shot, but it sailed over the 
goal post. For the remainder 
of the match, the Gauchos 
dominated offensively, but the 
Titans played better defense, 
not allowing a goal to be 
scored. 

 CSUF came out on top with 
a 2-0 win over the Gauchos 
to end their regular season. 
The Gauchos’ record was 
good enough to give them the 
No. 3 seed for the Big West 
Conference tournament. 

Next week, the Gauchos 
will host UC Riverside 
in the f irst round of the 
tournament.  

Andrew Tannourji
Staff Writer

Women’s volleyball splits 
weekend matches

The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s volleyball team went 
1-1 on their weekend road trip 
from Oct. 27-28, surrendering 
their f irst Big West loss to 
the UC Irvine Anteaters only 
to bounce back the next day 
with a dominant sweep of the 
California State University, 
Fullerton Titans. 

On  Oct. 27, the  Gauchos 
faced of f against the 
Anteaters for the second 
time in the season, resulting 
in a disappointing loss for 
the Gauchos. In their f irst 
matchup, UCSB crushed UCI 
in 3 blow-out sets, but during 
their second match, Irvine 
looked like a completely 

different team, stepping up 
and putting pressure on the 
nationally ranked Gauchos. 

Despite UCSB taking an 
early lead in the f irst set, 
UCI battled back and scored 
when it mattered most. With 
the help of a late 5-straight 
service run and a faltering 
Gaucho defense, the Anteaters 
came out on top with a 
f inal score of 25-19. Shaking 
off the rough start, UCSB 
fought back in the second 
set with a nail-biting victory 
of 25-23. The following 
two sets did not go the way 
the Gauchos anticipated, 
uncharacteristically unable to 
deliver late, dropping both 
with scores of 26-24 and 
25-22. UCI had no quit, out-
killing the Gauchos 62-48 

with hitting percentages of 
0.223 to 0.192. 

The Gauchos did not carry 
any negative energy into the 
next day, as they raked up 
their 11th sweep of the season 
against the Titans. Head 
Coach Matt Jones applauded 
their next day bounceback 
after the victory as a “clean, 
resilient win.” 

UCSB was commanding 
from the start with a 3-0 run 
to open the f irst set, never 
looking back as they won 
25-18. Gaining dominance as 
the match went on, UCSB 
began the second set with a 
5-0 run thanks to 2 aces by 
junior setter Grace McIntosh. 
The Titans attempted to 
make a comeback to make up 
for their early set mistakes but 

couldn’t catch the Gauchos, 
coming up short 25-22. The 
third set saw the Gauchos’ 
offense at its f inest, posting 
a 0.333 hitting percentage 
with 4 service aces, crushing 
the Titans 25-16. Not once 
did the Gauchos play from 
behind, maintaining the lead 
throughout all three sets. 

Several players stood out  
with successful weekend 
outings. Senior outside hitter 
Michelle Ohwobete was a 
bright spot for the Gauchos, 
leading her team in kills in 
both matches — a combined 30 
kills and 18 digs throughout 
the weekend. Senior libero 
Macall Peed also played well, 
collecting 10 digs against 
Irvine and following it up the 
next day with 18 digs and 

2 aces. Sophomore middle 
blocker Grace Wuischpard 
was impressive against the 
Titans, hitting 0.385 with 6 
kills and 3 blocks.

The Gauchos ended the 
weekend sitting atop the Big 
West with their 11-1 record 
in conference play and 21-3 
overall. The Gauchos look 
toward their next match 
against California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis 
Obispo before f lying to Hawaii 
for their f inal road game of the 
season. UCSB beat both teams 
in their previous conference 
matchups, looking to keep it 
going in their second face-
offs of the season. UCSB aims 
to sweep SLO on Oct. 31, 
with streaming available on 
ESPN+.

 Brianna Fox
 Staff Writer

Junior defender Caden Vom Steeg attemps a pass.

CAROLYN LI / DAILYNEXUS

Men’s water polo gets victory 
on senior day

As the regular season wraps 
up for men’s water polo, the 
UC Santa Barbara took care of 
business. UCSB won 12-6 on 
senior day in the f inal home 
game of the regular season 
against UC San Diego.

Early on in the game, little 
transpired, as both teams 
were scoreless. The Gauchos 
struck f irst with a shot by 
junior center Dash McFarland; 
making the score 1-0. 

The game became quiet 
again as both teams battled 
against each other. Eventually, 
UCSD upped their intensity 
and got on the board before 
the f irst quarter ended, 
making it 1-1 to enter the 
second quarter.

As the second quarter 
began, UCSB was once again 
in complete control on the 
offensive side of the ball.  The 
Gauchos kept the Tritons off 

the board while scoring four 
unanswered goals. Sophomore 
utility Sam McKenzie made it 
2-1 to start the quarter. Junior 
attacker Adam Gyenis scored 
twice in the quarter and 
redshirt sophomore attacker 
Brock Zamanian scored once. 
After one half of play, the 
Gauchos led 5-1.

The third quarter proved 
to be an offensive one, as 7 
combined goals were scored. 
The Gauchos continued to put 
in their best effort as they 
opened the quarter with a 
goal. Freshman attacker Finn 
Genc brought the score to 
6-1; 30 seconds later, freshman 
attacker Luke Bachler scored, 

making it 7-1.
UCSD f inally responded 

after 6 unanswered goals. 
The Tritons looked to make 
a comeback, but the Gauchos 
took back the 6-goal lead as 
Gyenis scored to secure a 
hat trick. The Tritons scored 
once more in the quarter, 
but Gyenis responded again. 

Gyenis scored once more in 
the quarter, making it 10-3 in 
favor of the Gauchos as the 
game entered the f inal quarter.

In the fourth, the Tritons 
scored back-to-back goals to 
cut the lead to 5. But, the 
Gauchos were not far behind 
and scored 2 goals. 

UCSD tried to respond, but 
it was too late, as the Gauchos 
won 12-6. Gyenis ended up 
being the match goal leader 
of  with 5 goals. Redshirt 
sophomore goalkeeper Levi 
Lentin set career highs with 
13 saves and 5 steals.

As the season comes to an 
end, UC Santa Barbara will 
head on the road for their 
last away game of the season 
as they head to Long Beach 
State on Saturday, Nov. 4 at 
7 p.m. The game will be live 
on ESPN+. After that, the 
Gauchos will set their eyes 
on the Big West Men’s Water 
Polo Championship from Nov. 
17-19 in La Jolla, California.

The UCSB defense does all they can to keep the ball out. 

MADDY FANGIO / DAILYNEXUS

 Isaiah Ochoa
 Sports Editor
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DATA
The best time to hit the books: 
Exploring occupancy trends in the 

UCSB Library

What comes to mind when 
the UC Santa Barbara Library 
is mentioned? Perhaps the 
view from the eighth floor or 
the clamor of students walking 
through the Paseo on their 
way to class. But for most, it is 
a place to study.

There are several study areas 
on each floor with a variety of 
seating, such as cubicles and 
large tables. This variation 
allows students to find certain 
study areas more conducive to 
productivity.

Yet, the eight floors and 
several study areas become 
especially busy during specific 
weeks of the quarter, often 
aligning with midterm and 
finals season. 

“During finals, it’s hard for 
me to find places to study 
because I normally prefer 
getting the [standing] desks,” 

2023 communication graduate 
Jude Bangsal said. “I try to 
switch up: two hours sitting 
and then an hour standing up. 
So if it’s finals week or dead 
week, it’s just impossible to 
get those.”

In response to student 
feedback on the issue of 
finding available space in the 
UCSB Library, the library staff 
took the initiative to figure 
out an effective way to advise 
students about the library’s 
occupancy at a given time.

“Library staff investigated 
various products and 
determined that Waitz 
would be the best solution,” 
Johannes Steffens — the UCSB 
Library’s communications and 
marketing manager — said. 

Waitz is an application 
developed by Occuspace — 
a company founded by UC 
San Diego graduates — that 
updates in real-time to inform 
students about the occupancy 
of different areas in the 
library. There are multiple 

screens displaying the Waitz 
dashboard located around the 
library, notably one on the 
first floor past the services 
desk. 

Since then, Occuspace’s 
technology has been used 
in library plans for staff 
management, cleaning 
schedules and renovations, in 
addition to tracking available 
study space. “Typically, our 
customers use our historical 
data to assess space utilization 
over time, empowering 
them to make data-driven 
operational decisions,” Nic 
Halverson — chief executive 
officer of Occuspace — said. 

For the UCSB Library, 
where the majority of visitors 
are students, the utility of 
Waitz is simple: finding an 
uncrowded study area.

Steffens has collected 
anonymous responses 
from students since the 
implementation of Waitz. 
“Waitz is kind of the best thing 
to happen to the library in a 

long time,” one student wrote.
Usage of the Waitz app and 

website has steadily increased 
since its adoption by the 
library.

“We’ve seen triple the 
number of new visitors to 
the Waitz site and Waitz 
app downloads this January 
compared to the previous 
year, indicating more students 
are using the Waitz data to 
plan their library visits and 
better navigate crowds,” 
Steffens added. 

To collect occupancy data, 
Waitz sensors are located 
throughout the library. Using 
anonymized Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi signal data, the sensors 
estimate the number of people 
nearby. The Waitz data 
provides the average hourly 
occupancy of all library floors.

The library staff occasionally 
validate the Waitz data by 
manually conducting counts 
of people in the library. 
According to Halverson, 
Occuspace sensor technology 

has been proven to be over 
93% accurate. 

The UCSB Library Building 
Operations (B.O.P.S.) also 
tracks library occupancy and 
provided counts of average 
occupancy from 2021-23 and 
gate counts — the number of 
people who walk through the 
library doors — from 2016-23.

The library’s occupancy 
still has not returned to its 
pre-pandemic level: about 
2 million visited in 2022-23 
compared to about 2.5 million 
in 2018-19. There are also 
slightly fewer visitors in each 
spring quarter, possibly due to 
a small percentage of students 
graduating early at the end of 
winter quarter.

The data from B.O.P.S. was 
a somewhat less accurate 
representation of the library’s 
popularity because this data 
also included people passing 
through the Paseo area. 
However, the overall trends 
are similar to the Waitz data. 

The Waitz dashboard 

Grace Nunnelley
Staff Writer
Julia Ong
Staff Writer

The heatmap displays the mean number of total visitors to the library between September 2021 and June 2023 relative to weekday and hour. 

The chart displays the cumulative sum of library visitors by hour for each quarter. 

The chart displays the cumulative sum of visitors of each library floor by hour between September 2021 and June 2023. 
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DATA

The overall trend in number of occupants over these seven quarters is consistent with UCSB’s reopening and COVID-19 protocols; people were likely still cautious about 
stuyding in public spaces during the 2021-22 academic year. This is especially seen in the decrease in popularity during Winter Quarter 2022, when the quarter was partially 
conducted with remote instruction due to the COVID-19 Omicron variant. 

The chart displays the number of visitors to the library over the past academic year, broken down by week. There are peaks during Weeks 4 and 10 as well as drops during 
Weeks 7, 9, and finals. The low numbers of Week 9 during Fall Quarter 2022 and the high numbers of Week 10 are likely due to the Thanksgiving holiday and dead week — 
the week before finals — respectively. 
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The graphic displays the library divided into areas for the purpose of categorizing the data from Waitz.
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also provided the hourly 
occupancy of each area of the 
library between September 
2021 and June 2023. The data 
covers the following floors: 
1st Floor Mountain Side, 
1st Floor Ocean Side, Art 
& Architecture (on the first 
floor), 2nd Floor Mountain 
Side, 2nd Floor Ocean Side, 
4th Floor, 5th Floor, 6th 
Floor, 7th Floor and 8th Floor 
(Note that the third floor of 
the library contains no study 
space). 

The first and second floors 
are the most popular of all 
the library floors. The fifth to 
eighth floors are “quiet floors,” 
and the overall number of 
daily visitors reflects that 
these floors are mainly used as 
study spaces. The eighth floor 
is the most popular quiet floor 
because of the Pacific View 
Room — a study space behind 
the elevators with a view of 
the southern part of campus.

 “The eighth floor is 
supposed to be quiet, but it’s 
not because people just think 
it’s so much fun — they want 
to see the views. It’s just never 
been quiet,” Bangsal said. 

The data reflects that the 
fifth to seventh 
f l o o r s 

consistently have fewer 
occupants despite being 
similar in size to the eighth 
floor.

The library rapidly fills 
up between the hours of 8 
a.m. and 2 p.m., making 3 
p.m. the peak of popularity 
across all floors. Although 
there are still a significant 
number of occupants staying 
past the library’s closing time 
due to late night study, most 
occupants do not stay past 3 
a.m. 

To beat the crowds, Bangsal 
used to visit the library group 
study rooms late at night with 
his friends. 

“We would stay there 
[from] midnight ’til sunrise. 
And we would go out to see 
the sunrise,” he said. 

Katy Costantinidis — the 
UCSB Library building 
operations assistant — also 
said that study spaces usually 
fill up between 2-4 p.m. on 
weekdays. 

“There is a noticeable 
decrease in building 
occupancy on Fridays and 
Saturdays as well as before 
11 a.m. and after 7 p.m. each 

day,” she said. 
The least popular 

days to spend in the 
library are Saturdays and 

Sundays. There is a sharp drop 
in occupancy toward the end 
of the week, notably dropping 
off Fridays between the hours 
of 5-6 p.m. and increasing 

slightly again 

on Sunday as students 
prepare for the next 
week of school. 

These patterns of 
library occupancy are 
somewhat disrupted 
during the last week of 
each quarter — when 
final exams occur. 
Additional staffing 
is allocated for the 
custodial team during the 
weekend between dead 
week and finals week to 
supplement the regular 
cleaning services during 
the time the library is 
most crowded, according 
to Costantinidis. 

“The Building 
Operations team is 
particularly mindful 
to monitor noise on 
the quiet floors five 
through eight to ensure 
the quiet is maintained, 
particularly during dead 
week and finals week, 
when maintaining a 
quiet environment is of 
utmost importance to 
support focused study 
and academic success,” 
Costantinidis said.

Bangsal said he prefers 
the library to study 
above other campus 
study spots.

“It’s just the 
environment, like 
everyone you can see is 
working hard. [It gives 
me] encouragement to 
study too,” Bangsal said.
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Honrar a los muertos y 
difuntos se puede observar de 
diferentes maneras a través del 
mundo. Hay muchas culturas 
que dedican unos momentos 
al año en el cual se celebra la 
vida de las personas que han 
fallecido.

En Latinoamérica una de las 
tradiciones más espectaculares 
y hermosas se ven en el mes de 
octubre y noviembre con los 
festejos del Día de los Muertos. 

A medida que el otoño 
empieza a hacerse presente 
en octubre, familias empiezan 
a prepararse para recibir a las 
almas de sus queridos que, 
según la cultura popular, viajan 
desde su lugar de descanso para 
pasar unos cuantos días con sus 
familiares y seres queridos. Las 
flores de cempasuchitl llenan los 
mercados y las calles de un olor 
único, las familias se preparan 
con las comidas favoritas de sus 
difuntos, y también se preparan 
espiritualmente para recibir a las 
almas de sus seres queridos en 
sus hogares. 

Una idea equivocada que 
surge regularmente alrededor 
de estas fechas se trata de que 
el Día de los Muertos es un 
solo día, y en realidad no es así. 
Estas celebraciones se llevan a 
cabo en una serie de días que se 
enfocan en grupos específicos 
de individuos y se realizan 
tradiciones a través de los días 
de acuerdo a las almas que van 
llegando.

Se cree que el viaje de los 
difuntos empieza el 27 de 
Octubre con la llegada de 
aquellas mascotas y animales 
que murieron y son honrados 
por sus dueños. El 28 de Octubre 
es dedicado a las personas que 
fallecieron en un accidente 
imprevisto y abrupto. Las 
almas de los difuntos que han 
sido olvidados son honradas el 
29 de Octubre y es costumbre 
proporcionarles a estas almas un 
vaso de agua. El 31 de Octubre 
es dedicado a los muertos 
de los muertos, es decir a los 
bisabuelos, tatarabuelos y demás 
que forman parte de la familia. 
Los niños y niñas pequeños 
que fallecieron son honrados 
el día 1 de Noviembre, en este 
día se acostumbra poner dulces, 
pastelillos, juegos y otras cosas 
que hayan sido significativos en 
su vida y les agrade ahora en 
muerte. 

El 2 de Noviembre es para 
a los fieles difuntos, es decir a 
todos los adultos, es el día en 
donde se realizan ofrendas que 
a ellos les agradecería, tequila, 
cigarrillos, etc. 

Es importante recalcar que 
estas fechas pueden cambiar 
conforme al área, y a las 
tradiciones que siguen cada 
familia.

Aparte de realizar una 
ofrenda hacia los difuntos, se 
tiene la costumbre de visitar y 
velar el cementerio en familia y 
acompañar a sus seres queridos 
difuntos. Los panteones se 
llenan de color, musica y 
recuerdos que mantienen los 
lazos familiares fuertes, incluso 
después de la muerte.

La ofrenda 
Si has tenido la oportunidad 

de realizar un altar del Día de 
los Muertos sabrás que no es 
una tarea fácil, tiene muchas 
piezas fundamentales que 
juegan un papel muy 
importante en el viaje 
de tus ancestros 
y difuntos 
queridos. 

L a 
t r a d i c i ó n 
t i e n e 
d i f e r e n t e s 
v a r i a c i o n e s 
a través del 
mundo, pero la 
idea principal es 
que al dedicarle un 
altar a personas que 
han fallecido sus almas 
regresan y son capaces 
de estar unos días con sus 
familiares en forma de espíritus. 

Hacer un altar te deja volar tu 
creatividad y añadir elementos 
personales que aplican a tus 
propias tradiciones familiares, 
sin embargo hay ciertos 
elementos que son necesarios 
para que la ofrenda esté 
completa.

Fotografías: Como en la 
película Coco nos enseña, 
las fotografías son una pieza 
fundamental para que las 
personas que el altar ha sido 
dedicado puedan llegar a 
disfrutar de su ofrenda.

Velas: La flama de una 
vela significa “la luz”, la fe y la 
esperanza. Esta es una guía con 
el propósito de que las ánimas 
puedan llegar a sus antiguos 
lugares y alumbrar el regreso a 
su morada.

Incienso: Además de 
producir un olor calmante, 

se utiliza para limpiar al lugar 
de los malos espíritus y así el 
alma pueda entrar a su casa sin 
ningún peligro.

Flores Cempasúchil: En 
muchos lugares del país se 
acostumbra poner caminos de 
pétalos que sirven para guiar 
al difunto del campo santo a la 
ofrenda y viceversa por su color 
y olor que trazan las rutas a las 
ánimas.

Comida y agua: La comida 
tiene el objetivo de deleitar a los 

muertos que v i s i t a n 
la ofrenda, se cocina en honor 
a los seres recordados, por lo 
que se acostumbra poner su 
comida y bebida favorita. El 
agua en la ofrenda tiene como 
objetivo el reconfortar y saciar 
la sed del difunto, ya que, en la 
cosmovisión prehispánica, los 
muertos recorren un largo viaje 
desde el Mictlán. Después del 2 
de Noviembre la comida puede 
consumirse.

La sal: La sal simboliza la 
purificación del alma del difunto. 
Se dice también que ésta ayuda 
a ahuyentar los malos espíritus 
del hogar, para que así se reciba 
únicamente la presencia de los 
seres queridos.

Calaveras de Azúcar: A 
las calaveras dulces se les pone 

el nombre de alguna persona 
cercana o de uno mismo, con el 
fin de que sea comida y de esa 
forma comer la propia muerte 
y así rechazar esta realidad. 
Pueden ser de chocolate, azúcar 
o tener algún tipo de relleno.  

Hay muchas maneras en 
que se pueden personalizar los 
altares para honrar a personas 
específicas. Si es una mascota, 
un puño de croquetas, un 
instrumento musical para 
tu artista favorito que haya 
fallecido, o alguna pieza 

significativa de tu ser amado.
No soy religiosa, no 

lo he sido desde 
hace mucho 

tiempo, pero 
honro esta 

tradición 
sagrada. 

L a 
muerte 

d a 
m i e d o , 

no saber 
que sucede 

o porque da 
pavor. Pudiera 

hablar sin fin 
de horas sobre 

lo injusto que es 
y mandarme en una 

espiral descendente, pero 
creencias y tradiciones como 

estas es lo que me mantiene a 
flote.

El Día de los Muertos nos 
permite darle la bienvenida y 
aceptar la muerte en vez de 
tenerle miedo. 

Perder a un ser querido es 
uno de los sentimientos más 
devastadores. No es un solo 
momento, sino más bien el 
duelo y la ausencia de ellos se 
siente por el resto de la vida. 
Piensas que se han ido para 
siempre y mis años fuera de la 
religión han sementado esa idea. 
Pero al inicio de esta temporada, 
y empiezo a ver los colores, 
naranjas, morados, y rojos, y los 
cientos de personas reunidos en 
un altar, los cementerios llenos 
de personas trayendo consigo 
una alegría radiante, atrae las 
risas, y el anhelo juntos en un 
baile que todos participamos. 
Contamos las historias de 

sus vidas, ponemos sus cosas 
favoritas y así los regresamos a 
la vida. El duelo que se siente 
de su partida se desolve por una 
tarde. Los recordamos de ellos 
y su amor y nos recuerda que la 
muerte no es el final, nunca lo 
ha sido. En momentos cuando 
me siento desconectada, 
cuando extraño los maullidos de 
mi primer gato, cuando el duelo 
de pensar en la vida que hubiera 
tenido si hubiera conocido a mis 
abuelos antes de que falleciera, 
cuando recuerdo a mi amiga de 
la infancia, es difícil de creer que 
siguen ahí. Me he convertido en 
una nueva persona y ellos no la 
conocen. Pero no puedo negar 
los sentimientos que me llegan 
al ver sus fotos en la ofrenda, 
cuando me siento y pienso en 
quienes fueron, imaginar lo que 
mis abuelos me dirían. Creo 
que estarían orgullosos de la 
mujer que me he convertido, 
y simplemente me siento a 
acompañarlos.

Recuerdo perfectamente el 
primer altar que hicimos en 
mi casa. Fue el año en que nos 
mudamos a México y aunque 
sabía un poco de la tradición no 
entendía la importancia de esta 
tradición. 

Nos preparamos desde meses 
antes, yendo al mercado en el 
centro, comprando frutas, pan de 
muerto, flores y los ingredientes 
para hacer tamales, y mixiotes. 
También compramos papel 
picado, y adornos para hacer 
nuestro altar más colorido. 

El fin de semana antes de 
las festividades, mi familia y yo 
íbamos al cementerio donde el 
hermano de mi mamá estaba 
enterrado. Eran momentos en 
veces tristes porque se le notaba 
la tristeza en sus ojos a mi 
mama y a sus padres, pero los 
colores y olores de las flores de 
cempasuchitl, los músicos que 
tocaban canciones en la entrada 
del panteón y las familias 
limpiando y arreglando las 
tumbas de sus seres queridos me 
daba un sentimiento bonito.Me 
daba paz saber que aun después 
de la muerte, las personas no 
mueren del todo si no que 
un pedazo de nuestra esencia 
se quede en la tierra con las 
personas que amamos y que nos 
aman.  En nuestro altar seguimos 
las reglas que necesitábamos 
para asegurarnos que nuestros 
seres amados pudieran venir 
sin problema. Nuestra casa olía 
a flores de cempasuchitl por 
días, y las velas que prendíamos 
todos los días en las mañanas 
eran un recordatorio de que no 
estábamos solos. 

Una de las enseñanzas que 
estos días me dejan es apreciar 
la vida. 

Apreciar  a las personas que 
amas y no desperdiciar los 
momentos en dejarles saber 
de qué son importantes para ti 
mientras estén en la tierra, hasta 
que la muerte dicte lo contrario 
o en este caso, hasta el próximo 
2 de noviembre.

La vida más allá de la muerte: 
Día de los Muertos

Mari Villalpando-Ortega
Editora de La Vista
Angelica Monroy
Editora de Copia de La 
Vista

Las Calaveras literarias son 
versos cortos o poemas que 
usan un lenguaje satírico que son 
típicamente usados para burlarse 
de un personaje, regularmente 
relacionado con la muerte. Es 
costumbre añadir una imagen 
o algún tipo de representación 
visual, como una calaca o un 
catrina con un atuendo colorido. 
Más que nada estas pequeñas 
piezas permiten a las persona 
dejar de temerle a la muerte 
y verlo por un lado cómico 
por ejemplo al representar a 
la muerte con “La Calaca” o 
“La Huesuda”. En una manera 
celebrando en vez de estar de 
luto y en duelo. Es probable que 
pienses que esta práctica suena 
disturbador, pero es importante 

recordar su importancia cultural 
en la cultura Mexicana y su 
memoria colectiva. Al escribir 
estas Calaveritas ellos celebran 
la vida de sus seres queridos que 
han fallecido, al igual que usan 
estos tiempos para reflexionar 
sobre la vida y la muerte.

Daisy
La huesuda la encontró
En lo más oscuro.
Buscando una alma
desafortunada
Que aventure por las calles
Para su alma llevarse.

Pobre Daisy.
Tan pequena y debilucha
Sobre una tejada.

La Calaca la escucha
Aullidos temblorines
Y al asomarse en la techada
Lamida tras lamida
En las sienes

Daisy la saluda

Daisy tenía los dientitos   
bonitos
Parecen pétalos chiquitos.
La catrina vino para pasearla 
Y termino llevandosela
Ay mi hija!

Que tan solitaria la Calaca
Y Daisy en su camino andaba.

Ni modo
En su tumba
Una Daisy aparecerá.

¿Sabes qué es una 
Calaverita Literaria?

Angelica Monroy
Editora de Copia de La 
Vista
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Casi nunca se había quedado 
en campus en la noche. Siempre 
se subía al camión antes de que 
bajara el sol. Sabía que siempre 
se llenaba el camión cuando 
llegaba lade noche, y las luces 
no iluminan lo suficiente. 
Ahora si se tenía que quedar, 
porque iba a ver una reunión en 
el edificio de estudios creativas. 
Aunque iba salir en la oscuridad, 
se quiso relajar al decirse que 
ahora iba a tener raite de vuelta 
a su apartamento. 

Sacó su teléfono, y revisó los 
mensajes que mandó su amiga. 

Todavía estamos pa vernos 
en la laguna? Leía el mensaje. 

Si, salgo como a las 7:15.
Pues, aquí te espero. En el 

banco en frente del UCen. 
Ay nos vemos. 
Pero saliendo de la reunión 

sucedió algo diferente. Nunca 
pensó cuánta neblina iba a 
ver. Se ajustó su chaqueta, y se 
puso a caminar. Si estuvo todo 
soleado sin casi nada de nubes, 
¿Como que en este momento 
casi ni se pudieron ver las luces? 
Analisa se puso a pensar que 
su amiga la esperaba. Su amiga 
le había dicho que la laguna 
estaba bonita en la noche. A 
este punto, ya no se puedo 
cancelar. Ya que al ir pasando 
a los escalones, se paró. 
Acordándose de una historia 
que oyó desde su primer año. 

La laguna tenía animales, los 
patos más de todos. Y la neblina 
era algo que ocurría mucho en 
UCSB al estar  pegado al mar. 
Una compañera le contó, que 
una noche se puso a correr. 
Una tarde con neblina. Aunque 
tenía sus audífonos, empezó 
a oír voces. Primero unos 
murmullos, que pensó podrían 
ser parte de la música. No era 
hasta que ya no podía ver las 
luces, que se callo. Ahora si, 
una voz gritandole. Fuerte, 
demandando que la oyera. 
Si quiso parar de nuevo, y la 
neblina le tumbó. 

Inicialmente, unos le dijeron 
que solo era viento. Pero otra 
muchacha más separada, se 
arrimó y le dijo que algo vive 
en la neblina. Y que bueno 
que corrió en cuanto pudo. 
Porque la neblina era la signa. 
Te quiere atrapar, si te acercas 
a  la neblina.

Pero ya podía ver el agua de 
apenitas. Que belleza, lo poco 
de luz que se pudo reflejar en 
la laguna. Camino poquito, lo 
único que se podía oír fueron 
sus pasos. Que bueno que se 
había puesto tennis para esta 
arena ya media mojada. Cuando 
volteo para ver el UCen, estaba 
todo oscuro. No encontraba el 
banco. Gritó el nombre de su 
amiga. Nada. 

Lo que si paso, fue la neblina 
moviéndose. 

“Estas ahi?”
Cargo la voz de un viento 

que le paso. Sacudiendo el pelo 
y enfriando su cara. 

Metió su mano a su bolsa, y 
nada se sentía. Bajo su mochila, 
abriendo el zipper y moviendo 
sus cosas para encontrarlo. 

“Me siento solita.” Le dijeron. 
Se le congeló la mano dentro 

de la bolsa. Abandonando 
encontrar su celular, se paró.

“De veras me quieres asustar?” 
Analisa pregunto. 

“¿A ti también te gusta la 
laguna?”

“Ya salte!”
“¿No me puedes ver?”
Se estaba dando de vueltas, 

buscando las luces del UCen, 
de las lámparas, pero en lo que 
se enfocó, fueron un par de ojos 
brillantes. Color de oro, en la 
distancia. Casi, sobre el agua. O 
en el muelle hecho de plástico. 

“¿Quién eres?” Ella dijo en 
voz baja.

“Me encanta la laguna. En 
estas noches, el agua te invita.”

Vibraba la voz, oyéndolo de la 
derecha y luego de la izquierda.

Finalmente, chocó con el 
banco. Y los ojos se acercaron, 
cabeza torcido en la oscuridad. 
Casi enfrente de ella. 

“Alguien nuevo para 
acompañarme en la neblina.”

Unos pasos atrás, estaba 
el celular caído de Analisa. 
Timbro, por un segundo 
reflejando el nuevo mensaje. 

Oye, entonces ya me puse 
junto a la biblioteca. ¿Dónde 
andas?

Adentro de la neblina
Nadia Larios 
Escritora 

¡Es tiempo de comer pan de 
muerto! Las tradiciones del día 
de los muertos son varias y mi 
favorita es ir a la panadería con 
mi mama para escoger el pan 
de muerto que vamos a 
comer. Pero ¿alguna vez 
te has preguntado de 
dónde viene el pan de 
muerto?

Aunque es común 
pensar que el 
pan de muerto 
fue una tradición 
empezado por 
Mexicanos, el origen 
viene de los Aztecas. 
En realidad, es un historia 
un poco oscura. Los Aztecas 
sacrificaban a una mujer de 
estatura nobleza para complacer 
a los dioses. Usaban la sangre 
de la mujer y lo mezclaban 
con amaranto para hacer un 
pan. Unas leyendas dicen que 
la comunidad comía el pan en 
una ceremonia y otras leyendas 
decían que el sacerdote 
encargado de la 
ceremonia se 
comía el pan 
para mantener 
contento a los 
dioses.

Esto obviamente 
no es como se hace el 
pan hoy en día y eso es porque 
los sacerdotes Españoles de la 
religión Católica decidieron 
que los rituales eran demasiado 
salvajes y en vez empezaron a 
hacer pan de trigo siguiendo 
el diseño de un corazón. Le 
empolvaban un poco de azúcar 
roja por encima para representar 
la sangre de la mujer. Esta clase 
de pan se llama hojaldra.

Cada región de México tiene 
su propia manera de hacer el 
pan de muerto. En estados más 
grandes, la hojaldra es el pan 
de muerto más común. Pero en 
regiones que tienen poblaciones 
indígenas más altas, los panes 
son más detallados y únicos. 

En Oaxaca, la tradición es 
hacer un pan decorado con 
líneas de crema que representan 
el cuerpo humano y un pequeño 
mascarón hecho de harina y 
agua que representa la cabeza. 

El mascarón normalmente está 
pintado con detalles y viene 
en varios colores. Igual la 
crema tiene chispitas de 
color por encima que lo 
hace ver más festivo. 

Normalmente los 
p a n a d e r o s 

hacen otra 
clase de 

pan para 

r e p r e s e n t a r 
y honrar a los 
niños que se 
han muerto. 
Les hacen 

d i f e r e n t e s 
diseños como 
pollitos, conejos 

y muñecas para 
representar juguetes 
y poner los en la 
ofrenda.

Una de las varias 
panaderías vendiendo 
pan de muerto este 
otoño es Los Tarascos Bakery 
and Deli ubicado sobre 314 
East Haley Street. Propiedad 

de Enoch Brojas desde 
el 2007, la panadería 
se especializa en pan 
dulce, tortas, pasteles 
y otros productos 

horneados. Pero no fue 
hasta el 2010, después 

de tres años de operar 
Los Tarascos, que Brojas 
empezó a vender pan de 
muerto para la comunidad 
de Santa Bárbara, después 
de recibir solicitudes de 
varios clientes. Desde 
entonces, el pedido por 
el dulce pan ha crecido. 
Cada año la panadería 
vende de 600 a 800 
panes de muertos entre 
finales de octubre y el 
inicio de noviembre 
en adición de 
c u m p l i e n d o 
ó r d e n e s 
e s p e c i a l e s 
para eventos 
en Santa 
Barbara.

D i s p o n i b l e 
en panes 
p e q u e ñ o s , 

medianos y 
grandes, la 

receta de 
Brojas es 
un poco 
diferente al 

pan de 
m u e r t o 

tradicional 
vendido en 

México. Debido a 
que las tiendas en Santa 

Bárbara no venden 
la esencia 

de naranja 
especial que 

se usa en el pan 
de muerto 
Mexicano, el 
alternativo que 
usa Brojas es 
la mantequilla 
y anís para el 

sabor. El primer 
paso en crear el pan de muerto 

lleno de sabor es haciendo 
la maza. Luego el sabor de 
naranja y la mantequilla es 
agregada antes que la masa sea 
transformada en la distinta 
figura de pan de muerto 
y se deja descansar 
por una a tres horas. 
Trad ic iona lmente , 
el pan de muerto 
es decorado con la 
empolvada de azúcar, 
pero Brojas quería ofrecer 
una opción menos dulce, 
entonces se vende otra 
opción de pan con un 
glaseado de semillas de 

ajonjolí. 
El pan de 
muerto de Los 

Tarascos es 

suficientemente grande para 
servir a dos personas y son 
vendidas al precio asequible de 
$2.50 por pan. Probamos las 
dos clases de pan de muerto, 
disfrutando cada mordida de 
la esponjosa, azucarada pan y 
nuestros dedos estaban llenos 

de azúcar rosa después.  
Los Tarascos es la 

única panadería en 
Santa Bárbara que 
ofrece un pan de 
muerto vegano y 
fue inspirado por 

otro dueño 
de restaurante 
en el área. 

Dalan Moreno 
de Rascal’s Vegan, 

dueño del restaurante 
Mexicano vegano ubicado en la 
misma calle que Los Tarascos, 
le pidió a Brojas en el 2020 que 
probara unas de sus conchas 
veganas hechas en casa. Brojas 
ofreció modificar la receta de 
pan dulce de Los Tarascos para 
ser totalmente vegano y para 
que la panadería pudiera surtir 
pan vegano para Rascal’s Vegan. 

Tres años después, 
Los Tarascos ha 

mantenido las 
conchas y pan de 
muerto vegano 
en el menú y lo 

hornean frescas 
casa martes. 
Este año, Rascal’s 

y Los Tarascos colaboraron 
en creando el Vegano Pan de 
Muerto Relleno que consiste 
del pan de muerto vegano de 
Los Tarascos relleno con crema 
batida sin lácteos y mermelada 
casera que se servio durante las 
últimas dos semanas de Octubre 
en Rascal’s. 

Los Tarascos nada más está 
ofreciendo el pan de muerto 
por un tiempo corto, entonces 
sugerimos que usen el Día 
de Los Muertos como una 
excusa para visitar esta gema 
oculta. La tradición de comer 
el pan de muerto no solo está 

acompañada por siglos de 
historia, pero es esencial 

en celebrar el Día del 
Muerto, con cada 
variación regional de 

pan de muerto agregando 
más riqueza al día festivo.AUDREY KENYON / EL NEXO DIARIO

Panadería de Santa Bárbara celebra el 
Dia de los Muertos con pan respaldado 

de siglos de tradición 
Kendra Martinez
Escritora

CORTESÍA DE PICKPIK

NA HUANG / EL 

NEXO DIARIO 
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It’s early November, 
meaning it’s time to eat bread 
of the dead, also known as 
pan de muerto! Day of the 
Dead comes with many 
traditions, and my favorite is 
going to the bakery with my 
mom and choosing which pan 
de muerto we are going to eat 
for this special day. But have 
you ever wondered about the 
origins of pan de muerto, a 
sweet, fluffy bread known for 
its circular shape and dusting 
of red sugar that is placed on 
altars for Día de Los Muertos?

It is common to think that 
pan de muerto was a tradition 
started by Mexicans. But the 
Aztecs started making this 
celebratory bread first. And 
it comes with a rather dark 
history. The story goes that 
the Aztecs would sacrifice 
a noble woman in order to 
appease the gods. They would 
use the blood of the woman 
and mix it with amaranth to 
make bread. Some legends say 

that the community would 
come together to eat the bread 
in a ceremony while other 
legends say that the priest in 
charge of the ritual would eat 
the bread to satisfy the gods. 

Obviously that is not how 
pan de muerto is made today, 
and that’s because the Spanish 
Catholic priests decided that 
the rituals were too barbaric. 
Instead, pan de muerto is 
now made with wheat and 
designed to look like a heart. 
It is sprinkled with some red 
sugar on top to represent 
the blood of the sacrificed 
woman. This type of bread is 
referred to as hojaldra, or puff 
pastry.

Each region in Mexico has 
its own way of making pan 
de muerto. In larger states, 
hojaldra is the most common. 
In regions that have a more 
Indigenous population, pan 
de muerto tends to be more 
unique and intricate. 

Bakeries normally make 
a different type of pastry 
to represent and honor the 
children who have passed 
away. They make different 
shapes, like chickens, bunnies 

and dolls, to 
represent toys and put them 
on ofrendas (altars). 

If you’re looking to find 
pan de muerto for Día de 
Los Muertos, which falls 
on     Nov. 2 this year, Santa 
Barbara is home to several 
panaderias that bake this 
special bread, including Los 
Tarascos Bakery and Deli on 
314 East Haley Street. 

Owned by Enoch Brojas 
since 2007, the panaderia 
specializes in pan dulce, torta, 
specialty cakes and other 
baked goods. Yet it wasn’t until 
three years into operating Los 
Tarascos that Brojas started 
selling pan de muerto for the 
Santa Barbara community 
after receiving requests from 
multiple customers. Since 
then, the demand for the 
sweet, brioche-like bread has 
grown. Every year, the bakery 
sells roughly between 600 
and 800 pan de muerto in late 
October and early November 
in addition to fulfilling 
specialty orders for events 
throughout Santa Barbara. 

Brojas’ recipe slightly  
differs from traditional pan de 

muerto sold in Mexico. Santa 
Barbara stores do not carry 
the orange essence used in 
Mexican pan de muerto, so 
Brojas adds in an alternative 
orange flavoring, butter and 
anise for flavor. Traditionally, 
the topping for pan de muerto 
is a dusting of sugar, but 
Brojas also wanted to offer a 
less sweet option, so he sells 
variations with a thin layer 
of glaze and sesame seed 
topping. 

Los Tarascos’ medium-
sized pan de muerto is large 
enough to serve two people 
and is sold for the affordable 
price of just $2.50 per bread. 
We tried medium sizes of both 
variations of pan de muerto, 
relishing each bite of fluffy, 
slightly sweet bread, our 
fingers covered in pink sugar 
afterward. 

Additionally, Los Tarascos 
is the only bakery in Santa 
Barbara to offer vegan pan 
de muerto, an item that 
was inspired by another 
restaurateur in the area. 
Dalan Moreno of Rascal’s 
Vegan, owner of the vegan 
Mexican restaurant down 

the street from Los Tarascos, 
approached Brojas in 2020, 
asking him to sample one of 
his homemade vegan conchas. 
Brojas offered to adjust Los 
Tarascos’ pan dulce recipe to 
be made fully vegan so that 
the bakery could supply vegan 
treats for Rascal’s instead. 
Three years later, Los Tarascos 
has kept vegan conchas and 
pan de muerto on the menu, 
which they bake fresh every 
Tuesday. This year, Rascal’s 
and Los Tarascos collaborated 
on a Vegan Pan de Muerto 
Relleno, consisting of a vegan 
Los Tarascos pan de muerto 
filled with homemade, non-
dairy whipped cream and jam, 
which were served during the 
last two weekends of October 
at Rascal’s. 

Los Tarascos is only offering 
pan de muerto for a short time 
until Nov. 3, so we suggest you 
celebrate Día de Los Muertos 
and pay this hidden gem a 
visit. The tradition of eating 
pan de muerto is not only 
accompanied by a centuries-
long history but is also an 
essential part of celebrating 
Day of the Dead.

Where to find pan de muerto in Santa 
Barbara to celebrate Día de Los Muertos 

Stephanie Gerson
On the Menu Editor
Kendra Martinez
Reporter

Los Tarascos Bakery and Deli, owned by Enoch Brojas, sells upwards of 600 pan de muerto every year.
STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS 

FALL in love with this butternut squash pasta
As the weather cools 

down and Halloween passes 
us, I find it important to 
appreciate the fleeting season 
of fall any chance I have. 
I want to drink pumpkin 
spice, go apple picking and 
most importantly, cook with 
fresh autumnal ingredients. 
Even though Thanksgiving, 
in all its culinary glory, is 
fast approaching, I want to 
celebrate the season and take 
advantage of the vegetables it 
has to offer. The first one that 
came to mind was butternut 
squash, which is such a 
versatile vegetable that is 
only in its best season in late 
summer and fall. 

Why wait for Thanksgiving 
to have a good home-cooked 
meal that incorporates 
your favorite fall elements? 
Butternut squash is an 
amazing vegetable that needs 
more appreciation. It is so 
often left out of Thanksgiving 
meals in favor of the more 
famous gourd: pumpkin. 
Though I love pumpkin, it 
is the butternut squash that 
deservedly dazzles in this 
sauce. 

I quickly got to work on 
deciding the best ingredients 
for the pasta and ran to the 
grocery store to grab the 
ingredients. This recipe is so 
simple: there is no dicing or 
stirring for extended periods. 
In fact, the blender does most 
of the hard work. I wanted 
something that I could make 
with my friends while having 
a fun night in — something 
that would match the vibe 

if we were feeling the 
cooler weather and having a 
cozy night in with a slice of 
pie.

Butternut squash pasta
Time: 35 minutes 
Yield: 8 servings

Ingredients:  
• 1 onion 
• 2 bell peppers 
• 2 tomatoes
• 1 clove of garlic 
• 1 butternut squash 
• 2 sprigs of rosemary 
• 1/2 can of pumpkin 

purée
• 1 bag of pasta (the 

Trader Joe’s striped 
farfalline is a perfect 
option with its 
autumnal colors) 

Directions:
1. First, preheat the oven 

to 350 F.
2. Then prepare the 

vegetables. Peel the 
garlic and cut the 
butternut squash into 
squares.

3. Continue preparing 
the other vegetables by 
cutting the onion, bell 
peppers and tomatoes 
into large pieces.

4. Put all of the cut 
vegetables on a baking 
tray and drizzle them 
with olive oil. 

5. After the olive oil, strip 
the leaves from the 
rosemary sprig, then 
sprinkle salt, pepper 
and rosemary all over 
the tray. Add rosemary 
depending on your 
tastes — if you like a dish 
with a strong rosemary 

flavor, then add more, 
and vice versa. 

6. Place the tray of 
vegetables in the oven 
and let it cook for 25 
minutes. 

7. Take the cooked 
vegetables, let them 
cool and place them 
into the blender with 
pumpkin purée and 
blend for around 30 

seconds.  
8. Boil and salt the water, 

then cook the pasta 
for the amount of time 
given on the package.  

9. When the pasta is 
cooked, add the sauce, 
fill your bowl and eat 
up!

This recipe is a great way to 
eat vegetables and can easily 

be altered to be gluten-free 
with chickpea pasta. If you 
want to add protein to this 
dish, I added spicy chicken 
sausage one night when I 
ate it, and it was a delicious 
combination. To really get in 
the fall spirit, pair the pasta 
with some apple cider, chai 
cookies and “Gilmore Girls,” 
and it’s the perfect cozy fall 
night!

Anya Kennelly
Staff Writer

Butternut squash, a lesser known cousin of pumpkin, is the perfect ingredient to celebrate fall.

ANYA KENNELLY / DAILY NEXUS 
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

My special 
interest is my 
encyclopedic 
knowledge of 
the Mario Kart 
soundtracks

FAITH TALAMANTEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

NATHAN VILLASENOR / DAILY NEXUS 

FAITH TALAMANTEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Nate Dolan
Luigi Lover 

 
 The Mario Kart soundtrack 
was introduced to me at the ripe 
age of 6 years old. As I raced 
through tracks like Koopa Cape 
and Moonview Highway, my 
focus shifted from playing the 
game to listening to the auditory 
masterpiece being played through 
the speakers. The beautiful 
compositions transported me to 
a better world, whether it be the 
relaxing sands of Peach Beach 
or the golden streets of Daisy 
Circuit. Even years later, the 
music still remains the soundtrack 
to my life. I walk to the beat of the 
Toad’s Factory and audibly sing 

the Moo Moo Meadows melody 
when taking notes in class. My 
life would be incomplete without 
Mario Kart’s constant rhythm 
repeating in my mind. 
 Since 2010, I haven’t bothered 
listening to any new music (other 
than the more recent Mario Kart 
soundtracks) since I’ve already 
found the greatest trove of 
music. And the new music I’ve 
heard does not entice me one 
bit. I was surprised to hear the 
lack of synthesized accordion 
and plasticky steel drums in 
the Billboard Hot 100. I’d like 
to hear a Drake song with a 
fraction of the emotion that was 
poured into the Coconut Mall 

theme. When I’m out at parties, 
I normally make a beeline for 
whoever’s on aux and ask if they 
wouldn’t mind switching it to 
something more interesting and 
lively, like the Waluigi Stadium 
song. If they’re not into that, I’ll 
go as far as to request a song from 
one of the few “battle levels,” like 
the masterpiece that is Funky 
Stadium. If they still don’t comply, 
I have no problem throwing a 
massive fit and hurling insults at 
everyone.
 The best was when my next-
door neighbors fired up their 
Wii and started playing Mario 
Kart last month. I’d hear the 
different levels being played 

I would yell out the window, 
“Bowser’s Castle!” They thought 
it was hilarious! I’d guess every 
level correctly, screaming out the 
name as soon as I heard it. What 
started as a fun game turned 
into an intense challenge for me, 
especially when they lowered the 
volume, closed the blinds and 
locked the windows. It became so 
intense that the police eventually 
got involved in the game, saying 
I could no longer shout Mario 
Kart map names across the yard 
to the neighbors in the middle of 
the night. Was I just too good?
 I’m still waiting for the 
faculty to get back to me on my 
request for an official Mario Kart 

soundtrack course. I’ve already 
prepared the necessary course 
material and I offered to teach it, 
but I guess they must have missed 
the 14 emails I’ve sent about 
it. Until they see my request, 
I’ll still be happily listening to 
my  favorite tracks whenever I 
can. If you see me in the street, 
quiz me! It won’t take too long, 
it’ll only be about half a second 
before identifying the track. And 
the next time you hear someone 
whistling the theme to Mario 
Circuit in the library, it’s probably 
me. 

 Nate Dolan is the world’s 
foremost expert on Mario Kart.

 Joseph R. Biden
 Activist
 
  

 As UC Santa Barbara’s class 
of 2027 sat for their convocation 
ceremony in Week 0, they 
were blessed to receive an 
extremely hilarious speech from 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang. 
Amongst his timely references, 
one stuck out as being the most 
moving: Barbenheimer.

As a wee first-year student, I 
found this reference so inspiring, 
and it really formed a bond 
between Yang and myself. It got 
me thinking about the lore and 
excellence of Barbenheimer, 
along with how saddened I am 
that so few people are talking 
about it nowadays.

While some may have initially 

seen discourse surrounding 
Barbenheimer on TikTok or X, 
it actually began on the walls of 
caves millions of years ago.

“‘Barbie’ so womanhood! 
Love Christopher Nolan. 
Must kill horse,” caveman 
and 2.5-millionth-year 
communication major Oog 
Boog said.

When both “Barbie” and 
“Oppenheimer” graced theaters 
on July 21, it felt like the whole 
world rushed out to watch 
the much-anticipated double 
feature. This mass hysteria 
was reflected online as social 
media’s greatest minds shared 
their highly intellectual takes.

“‘Oppenheimer’ was literally 
so problematic. Bombing people 
is so not cool,” second-year 

religious studies major Anton 
Popov said. “I just needed to 
let the people of TikTok know 
that he wasn’t a chill dude. 
Why did they even make that 
movie?”

It may feel like we’ve been 
hearing about Barbenheimer 
forever now — but is that a 
bad thing? Why would you 
ever want to stop hearing such 
nuanced and educated opinions 
from 15-year-old BTS stan 
account owners?

Aside from the cerebral 
entertainment of these 
takes, Barbenheimer also 
had revolutionary social 
repercussions and riddled 
society with some of its oldest 
injustices.

“‘Barbie’ single-handedly 

ended misogyny, I can tell you 
that,” feminist studies professor 
Linda Montez said. “It was so 
empowering to hear about the 
meaning of womanhood from 
Mattel. The movie connected 
women everywhere with no 
ulterior or corporate motives 
whatsoever.”

If we stopped talking about 
Barbenheimer, we would 
simply revert to the old ways 
of discrimination and angry 
men. Continuing this riveting 
conversation is the only solution 
to societal issues.

However, we cannot stop 
there. Certain trends must live 
on in order to maintain social 
order. For instance, we must 
keep reminiscing about our 
Among Us nostalgia. Among 

Us’ rise to popularity was truly 
the most groundbreaking and 
significant event of 2020.

“Yearning for Among Us is 
inherent to human nature. It 
is truly unnatural to suggest 
that people stop talking about 
how fun it was. Discriminatory, 
even,” sociology professor Jim 
Wiley said.

What you may call trends, I 
call pillars of a healthy society. 
We cannot simply leave these 
earth-shattering milestones 
behind. How would you feel 
if the world didn’t listen to 
that virgin when she had that 
baby? Think, Gauchos, and 
keep talking.

 Barbenheimer? I barely know 
her!

Call to action: 
We need to keep 
talking about 
Barbenheimer
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“Live For Me” by Omar 

Apollo
In Omar Apollo’s newest EP 

release, the ballad “Live For 
Me” shows a new depth to him 
as a musician. The title track of 
Apollo’s four-song EP, “Live For 
Me,” is emotional, vulnerable 
and candid, while maintaining 
an incredibly captivating and 
catchy tune.  The chorus echoes 
the overall theme of the ballad 
saying, “Won’t you live for me? / 
Or could I live for you? / There’s 
nothing I won’t carry / So you 
don’t have to.” Apollo portrays 
the experience of attempting to 
help someone through a dark 
time in any way possible. This 
is an experience many listeners 
can connect to, making “Live 
For Me” incredibly touching and 
relatable to a large audience.  

– Avery Stanley, Staff Writer

“One Of Your Girls” by 
Troye Sivan

Australian singer Troye 
Sivan released his third album 
“Something to Give Each 
Other,” with the third single 
being “One Of Your Girls.” The 
track is sultry and depressing, as 
Sivan pines after a heterosexual 
man. The hard-hitting chorus 
reads, “Give me a call if you 
ever get lonely / I’ll be 
like one of your girls or 
your homies.” Sonically, 
the track takes on a 
Daft Punk-esque style, 
perfectly using autotune 
and electronic additions 
to curate a groovy vibe. 
It’s deceptively catchy – 
masking heartbreaking 
lyrics with a danceable 
beat. The music video is 
noteworthy as well, starring 
Sivan unrecognizable in drag, 
dancing around actor and 
musician Ross Lynch. Original 
and unbelievably catchy, 2023 
marks the year of the Sivan-
issance.

– Lauren Chiou, Artsweek 
Editor

“Rabid Dog” by Palace
The London-based band 

Palace released their newest 
single, a dreamy and dynamic 
rock ballad titled “Rabid Dog,” 
on Oct. 3. While labeled as 
alternative rock, the band also 
walks the line between indie 
and pop, with a self-described 
American blues background 
to round out their sound. 
“Rabid Dog” is an excellent 
showcase of Palace’s strength 
as songwriters, telling the story 
of a failing relationship from the 
man’s perspective as a “rabid 
dog” needing to be put down, 
climaxing in the chorus with 
the repetition of “And I, just 
put me down, again.” The song 
is characterized by a muddy, 
lazy guitar riff, supported by 
undertones of blues slide guitar 
in the background. When 
combined with the soft falsetto 
of singer Leo Wyndham, the 
track creates a wonderfully soft 
and melancholic atmosphere 
reminiscent of fellow British 

forebearers Radiohead, Blur and 
Coldplay.    

– David Sun, Reporter

“SNEAKING OUT OF 
HEAVEN” by Waterparks 

Their first single since their 
latest album release in April 
2023, Waterparks is back 
with “SNEAKING OUT OF 
HEAVEN,” a song about being 
in love with someone who is 
so good that they belong in 
heaven and the guilt associated 
with the relationship. With lyrics 
like “You fall from the stars / 
And get in my car / Go to my 
place / And you put away your 
halo” and “I’ll have to jump the 
gates when I die / ‘Cause they 
won’t let me inside,” Waterparks 
continues to use religious 
imagery as a metaphor for love 
and relationships. The single is 
accompanied with a music video 
that included dark imagery 
to push the idea 
of corrupting 
s o m e o n e 
who is 

i n c r e d i b l y 
good with bad 
energy. Lead singer 
Awsten Knight continues 
to use self-comparisons to 
devil-like imagery, like he has 
in previous work. Fans are 
theorizing a possible sister 
album to their latest release 
to come out of this new era of 
Waterparks but, for now, they 
can enjoy “SNEAKING OUT 
OF HEAVEN.”

– Diana Mateescu, Staff Writer

“Rockstar” by Jay Chang
After months of awaiting his 

solo debut, singer Jay Chang 
released his debut EP “Late 
Night” with title track “Rockstar.” 
The track is written like a love 
song to his fans, featuring lyrics 
like “I’m gonna be your rockstar,” 
promoting the idea that he’s 
finally going to be the rockstar 
he promised his supporters 
he would become. The song’s 
music video depicts him on a 
vintage music show, talking 
about his music and debut while 

being watched on the TV by a 
younger fan who aspires to be 
like him. In an interview scene, 
Chang talks about how he used 
to watch the show when he was 
younger, directly connecting to 
the fan watching in the music 
video and communicating that 
there is no dream too big. This 
track fits in beautifully with the 
rest of the EP,  creating a diverse 
album with classic sounds that 
are sure to make anyone want to 
be his fan.

– Diana Mateescu, Staff Writer

“Suburban House” by 
Holly Macve ft. Lana Del Rey

Melancholy, painful and 
wholly resonating, “Suburban 
House,” a collaboration between 
Holly Macve and the one 
and only Lana Del Rey, gives 
an honest and heartbreaking 

account of falling in and out 
of love. This piano ballad and 
Macve’s equally beautiful single, 
“Beauty Queen,” released earlier 
in October, are teasers for the 
Irish-born artist’s new album, 
expected in early 2024. The 
short but dramatically yearning 
song is reminiscent of Del 
Rey’s collaboration with her 
father, Rob Grant, on songs like 
“Hollywood Bowl” and “Lost 
at Sea.” With lyrics like “I’m 
not waiting / I know you’ve 
made your mind / And love 
comes and goes,” the listener 
can reflect on love, once strong, 
now lost. “You always said snow 
looks so perfect / when it’s 
untouched and new” highlights 
the difference between a new, 
blinding romantic flame and 
one nearing its end. Beautiful 
and poignant, Macve and Del 
Rey show the power of singer-

songwriters at their best.
– Zack Kramer, Reporter

“Inclination” by Steven 
Wilson

Through layers of rhythm 
and sound, the English musician 
Steven Wilson once again 
reminds his listeners of his 
ability to bring beautiful ideas 
into musical reality. Synthesizing 
the styles of electronica, 
ambience and a touch of prog, 
“Inclination,” the opening to his 
newest album, “The Harmony 
Codex,” pulses with a complex, 
driving rhythm, as everything 
else flows through. Thoughtfully 
mixed with spatial audio, every 
individual part spins and reflects 
all throughout the soundspace 
the listener is pulled into. If the 
ear tries to follow any specific 
part, it seems to fall out of focus, 
melting back into the ocean 

of sound. Indeed, much 
of the music feels 

familiar and 
reminiscent 

of his 

music 
past: the 

wandering, 
wailing guitar 

solos, rich vocal 
harmonies and underlying 

ambience, but nothing feels 
overwrought. Rather than dwell 
in the tonal color, Wilson’s 
songwriting shines through 
the style. Once again, Wilson 
effectively creates a fresh take on 
his signature style, proving his 
musical capacity and artistry.

– Noah Tang, Reporter

“Afraid of Heights” by 
boygenius

The boys are back in town! 
Following the release of their 
March 2023 album, supergroup 
boygenius returned this month 
with a four-track, follow-up 
EP, “the rest.” The standout 
of the album is undoubtedly 
the second track, “Afraid of 
Heights.” Sung primarily by 
Lucy Dacus, the song is a ballad 
of teenage, reckless abandon. 
The simple instrumentation and 
building vocals represent the 
central conflict of the song, the 

juxtaposition of an enigmatic, 
thrill-seeking character and the 
timid speaker. The lyrics reflect 
this ideological clash, with lines 
like “I wanna live a vibrant 
life / But I wanna die a boring 
death.” The song is deeply 
relatable and dismantles the 
idea that to live fully, you have 
to live dangerously. Though 
the song didn’t make the cut 
for their March album, “the 
record,” “Afraid of Heights” is 
an illustration of the persistent 
brilliance of boygenius. 

– Lucy Dixon, Reporter

“A Night To Remember” 
by beabadoobee and Laufey

beabadoobee tries out a 
new sound in a jazz-inspired 
collaboration with Icelandic 
singer Laufey. The single, 
“A Night To Remember,” 
features a bossa nova beat with 
seductive strings that sweeps 
the listener away into a steamy 
evening. beabadoobee stated 
that their intention was to 
create “something grand, but 
a bit more sexy lyrically.” This 
was well-executed through the 
lyrics, “Underneath the sheets 
/ You enchanted me / And 
whispered sweet nothings in 

my ear.” When accompanied 
by the romantic orchestra 
instrumental, the listener 
melts into the intimacy 
of the track. Whether 
you interpret the lyrics, 
“Then I walked away / 
You asked me to stay / 
Know you’re thinkin’ 
of what could’ve been,” 
as a rare perspective of 
a female heartbreaker, 
or suspect the blending 

of beadaboobee’s dreamy 
voice with Laufey’s velvety 

vocals suggests a sensual 
sapphic storyline, there is no 

doubt you will be left with a 
song to remember. 

– Cassie Cruz, Reporter

“Bite My Head Off” (feat. 
Paul McCartney) by the 
Rolling Stones

Whoever said sex, drugs 
and rock ‘n’ roll is a bad thing 
clearly has a thing or two to 
learn from the Rolling Stones. 
A collaboration between two of 
the most influential artists of all 
time, the Rolling Stones and Paul 
McCartney’s punk rock song 
“Bite My Head Off ” is the fourth 
song off “Hackney Diamonds,” 
the Stones’ first album in over 
15 years and first since the death 
of drummer Charlie Watts. The 
song features catchy lyrics from 
Mick Jagger and a McCartney 
bass solo two-thirds of the way 
in (prompted by Jagger’s “Come 
on, Paul, Let’s hear something”), 
something different than what 
the singer-songwriter did with 
the Beatles. The song is upbeat 
and loud, perfect to play on 
max volume in the car with 
your dad, letting him reminisce 
on ‘60s and ‘70s rock ‘n’ roll. If 
this is it for the Stones, they are 
going out with a great track and 
fantastic album. 

– Stella Mullin, Artsweek 
Editor

Tracks of the Month: October 2023
Artsweek Staff

Q in The Hub

Donning an all-black ensemble, the R&B singer leaned in close to 
the microphone as he serenaded the crowd.

Students waited in anticipation for Q to take 
the stage.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

Brothers Ray and Paul Holmberg warmed up 
the crowd for Q.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

Q Marsden, known as Q, took to The Hub stage on Oct. 
19 for an electrifying performance.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS
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Dozens of scholars, 
researchers, activists and 
policymakers from institutions 
across the globe arrived at UC 
Santa Barbara for a three-day 
international conference from 
Oct. 25-27, aimed at discussing 
the crucial questions at the 
heart of geopolitical, economic 
and environmental futures 
across the “Global South,” with 
an emphasis on the Amazon 
region.

The conference, titled “The 
Future of the Amazon: A New 
Era of Indigenous Activism, 
Post-Carbon Environmental 
Models, and Latin American 
Partnerships with China and 
the Global South,” was hosted 
by the UCSB Orfalea Center for 
Global & International Studies, 
which fosters discussion and 
research on current events and 
issues in the Global South/East. 

The conference consisted 
of panels, roundtables, film 
screenings and opportunities 
for conference participants 
to mingle and discuss 
environmental, political and 
social justice issues. 

Many of the conference 
attendees have been working 
on a book about China’s 
extensive influence on the 
Amazon, which was launched 
at the conference. Titled “The 
Tropical Silk Road: The Future 
of China in South America,” the 
book includes 30 short essays 
from the perspectives of various 

Amazonian stakeholders.
The first panel discussion 

on Oct. 25, called “Futures 
Intersecting: New Indigenous 
Leadership, Post-Extractive 
Development Models, 
and Shifting South-South 
Geopolitics,” opened with a 
speech by UCSB global studies 
professor and Director of the 
Orfalea Center Paul Amar. “I 
have no doubt that this research 
endeavor, the conference and 
the book will be making history 
through [the] combination of 
form and deep content as we 
engage in dialogue and debate..,” 
Amar said..

The first roundtable discussion 
focused on “developmentalist 
contradiction” in the Global 
South. Amar described the 
term “Global South” and 
acknowledged it as a contested 
term, saying it is “in some ways 
an air of the term the ‘third 
world’ … meaning the people’s 
world [which] comes from the 
French.” He defined the anti-
colonialist alliance between 
the Global South powers of 
Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa (BRICS) 
and provided an overview of 
the “destructive development 
model” of extractive capitalism 
in the Global South which the 
conference would be critiquing. 

The co-author of “Tropical 
Silk Road” Professor Ana 
Saggioro Garcia from Pontifical 
Catholic University of Rio de 
Janeiro established a few main 
points she thought were crucial 
to mention in any discussion 
of the future of South-South 
relations, in particular, China’s 

role in Latin America, including 
the need to move beyond 
polarized views on supporting 
extractivist mega-projects. This 
includes mining and energy 
production with which China 
is involved in the Amazon 
region, versus fighting Western 
imperialism. 

Garcia’s own research, and 
the chapter of the book that 
she co-wrote, focuses on tracing 
BRICS investments in Africa 
and Latin America, the public 
policies around foreign direct 
investments (FDI) and public 
policies to facilitate, promote 
and protect FDIs, particularly 
bilateral investment treaties. 
“What are ideas and the 
narratives around bilateral or 
Continental relations between 
China and Latin America?” 
Garcia asked during the 
conference. “What we aim to 
show is that [the] attempt to 
build consensus on the narratives 
of South-South solidarity … 
face also contradictions when 
you look at the impacts caused 
by Chinese multinationals and 
their investments.” 

The last panel of the 
conference, titled “Projects and 
Partnerships between China and 
the Amazon Region: Challenges 
and Opportunities,” occurred 
on Oct. 26. The panelists, 
hailing from universities and 
organizations across the world, 
focused their discussion on 
the future of Latin American 
cooperation with China. The 
first speaker was Cynthia 
Sanborn, a professor of political 
science and political economy 
at the Universidad del Pacífico 

in Peru does. Sanborn’s research 
that centers on the political 
economy of mining and theand, 
as well as the challenges of 
natural resource governance. 

In the last 14 years, Sanborn 
has been studying Chinese 
companies and investors in 
Peru’s mining sector and how 
they fit into the larger sector and 
interact with other multinational 
firms. “The increased presence 
of China and Chinese actors in 
[mineral acquisition] sectors has 
generated considerable debate 
about what this means in terms of 
opportunities and challenges for 
development, especially for the 
most vulnerable communities 
within our countries,” Sanborn 
said. “One of the things I’ve 
been focusing on is there are 
numerous initiatives globally 
in our region, in our countries 
and in China, to try to establish 
standards and limitations on 
these investments ... ” Regarding 
the relevance to the Santa 
Barbara community, not only 
are the world’s rainforests 
simply vital to human existence, 
but California uses almost half 
of all of the oil drilled in the 
Amazon rainforest, according to 
a recent study, with 1 in 9 tanks 
of gas in the state coming from 
the Amazon.  

Claudia Melim-McLeod, the 
second speaker, is the principal 
advisor of sustainable finance and 
China at Rainforest Foundation 
Norway and the former Senior 
Climate and National Planning 
Advisor for the United Nations 
Development Program. Melim-
Mcleod’s current work involves 
being in dialogue with the 
Chinese financial sector in 
order to try and reform it in 
ways that “go against the very 
principles of Capitalism,” as well 
as trying to foster discussion on 
the environment and rights of 
Indigenous peoples in China. 

She spoke about COP-15, 
the United Nations Biodiversity 
Conference, the Global 
Diversity Framework that they 
established and their relevance 
to her own work in China — 
including her discussions with 
both the Chinese government 
and private companies in 
China about how they are 
working to keep the promises 
they have made with regard to 
environmental protection and 
climate change. “I’m helped 
by a methodology which was 
developed at [University of 
Cambridge] which seeks to 
quantify nature-related financial 
loss,” Melim-Mcleod said. She 
explained that when talking 
to potential investors, it is 

important to consider where 
the companies in question are 
located geographically, in which 
ways they might be impacting 
the environment, whether their 
company is “climate ready” and 
whether they depend on things 
like fertile soil or water. “This is 
when you start to look at the 
things that companies need to 
operate and continue to make 
money,” Melim-Mcleod said 
during the conference. “Then 
you have the investors’ attention 
because they understand that if 
they continue to operate in ways 
that are going to impact the 
ecosystem’s ability to provide 
services, in 10 years, their shares 
are not going to be worth very 
much.”

 The day concluded with a 
screening of the documentary 
“Stepping Softly on the Earth” 
in the UCSB MultiCultural 
Center. The 2022 film was 
directed by Marcos Colón, 
who held a Q&A after the 
screening. The film touches 
on Amazonian extractivism, 
particularly its impacts on the 
Indigenous groups of the region. 
Colón documents the daily lives 
of three protagonists — Kátia, 
chief of the Akrãtikatêjê people 
in Brazil, Manoel, chief of the 
Munduruku people in Brazil 
and José Manuyama, a teacher 
of Kukama origin in Peru — as 
they work to maintain their 
traditional ways of life despite 
the encroachment of Western 
capitalism in the region, 
specifically the soybean, oil and 
hydroelectric industries. 

In the final few minutes of 
the film, Brazilian journalist 
and narrator of the film Aílton 
Krenak emphasized how diverse 
groups have and continue to 
live with little impact on the 
land. “Just as there is citizenship, 
there is forestship,” Krenak said. 
This is what he calls “stepping 
softly on the Earth.” 

One of the last events of 
the three-day conference 
was a screening of the short 
film “Terra Vista,” produced 
by Brazilian newspaper and 
radio agency Brasil de Fato, in 
conjunction with the Orfalea 
Center. The film highlights 
cacao growers in Bahía, a 
region in Eastern Brazil, and the 
agroecology work that Brazil’s 
Landless Workers Movement is 
doing to address poor working 
conditions and the remnants 
of colonialism. A conversation 
with one of the filmmakers, Noa 
Cykman, a Fulbright scholar and 
doctoral candidate in UCSB’s 
Department of Sociology, 
followed the screening. 

Emma Holm-Olsen
Science Editor
Olivia Lohrer
Reporter

  

It starts with a murder. It 
always starts with a murder 
(or something along the same 
lines). Then come the police 
and detectives and interviews 
of witnesses, friends and family. 
And then the ultimate reveal of 
the killer (or what happened 
to them if you knew of their 
identity the entire time). The 
same cycle over and over, yet 
we can never stop watching. 
Why?

True crime documentaries 
attempt to make sense of the 
senseless. Our brains crave this 
need for understanding now 
more than ever, with the true 
crime genre skyrocketing in 
popularity.  It feels like every few 
weeks there is a new true crime 
documentary coming out on 
one of the countless streaming 
services that currently exist. 
The true crime genre has grown 
exponentially in recent years, 
with Netflix releasing over 
65 true crime documentaries, 
and about 1/3 of Americans 
saying they listen to true crime 
podcasts. Stories of serial killers 
and murderers have also been 
gaining a large following in 
recent years. But why do people 
choose to watch shows that are 

based on such unpleasant and 
unforgivable events? It is in our 
nature as humans to “solve.” 
We’ve grown up solving puzzles, 
escape rooms, crosswords and 
even murder mystery board 
games. Games like Wordle 
push us to think deeply and 
solve a problem. True crime 
documentaries provide this 
same desire to decode a highly 
complex set of details and make 
it make sense. Humans are 
instinctively drawn to solving 
murder mysteries because it can 
give us more insight into how 
to avoid these scenarios and 
protect ourselves from the evil 
that exists in society. 

Studies have shown that when 
watching disaster or destruction, 
the amygdala — the part of our 
brain that is responsible for 
emotions — triggers humans to 
analyze this threat, and that’s 
where our survival instincts 
kick in. Whether or not this 
disaster threatens us, our body 
instinctively continues to stare 
to face our fears, psychiatrist 
Dr. David Henderson explains. 
Viewers that watch true crime 
documentaries subconsciously 
trigger their own fight or flight, 
questioning what they would do 
if they were in that situation. 

Subsequently, our negativity 
bias, a cognitive tendency for our 
brains to feel and learn more from 
negative events compared to 

positive ones, results in humans 
stepping away from the matter 
gaining knowledge. Humans 
feel deeper and think harder; 
therefore, when watching sad 
or gruesome movies like true 
crime documentaries, it not 
only triggers the audience to 
empathize and connect with 
victims but also to think on 
our feet and picture oneself in 
that same situation. There are 
psychological aspects behind 
every true crime show that rope 
viewers in. Studies have shown 
that most documentaries follow 
a format, called the Narrative 
Formula, consisting of three 
aspects: conflict, evidence 
and resolution. The Narrative 
Formula begins by providing 
a conflict that is followed by 
clues, interviews and recounts 
of the act of violence. There 
may be clips of a forensic 
scientist discussing some sort of 
evidence that drew guesses or 
a local neighbor that tells their 
perspective. 

In the case of certain true 
crime documentaries where 
the suspect is known all along, 
history and background can be 
given. Looking back at their 
upbringing and relationships 
can give the audience some sort 
of insight into why this person 
came to commit such horrific 
crimes. Viewers can make 
inferences and try to understand 

the background, but it is still 
unknown how, where or what 
happened. It leaves viewers 
worried — the background of 
the perpetrator has been given, 
along with clues and recounts, 
but justice has yet to be served. It 
is at this point that most viewers 
themselves try to “solve” what 
happened. As the documentary 
unfolds, and inferences become 
facts, the Narrative Formula 
shifts from this state of 
unknown to this state of hope. 
This sense of closure and relief 
provides moral clarity among 
the audience.The formula that 
these documentaries show us is 
purposefully supposed to be like 
a roller coaster ride — you start 
off scared and terrified for what’s 

about to come, and by the end 
of it, you are relieved and glad 
to be secure. It’s the adrenaline 
rush that keeps us wanting to 
watch more and more true 
crime. However, in this case, 
adrenaline is released in our 
bodies from the comfort of our 
own homes while watching a 
documentary, keeping us at a 
safe distance from violence. 

That is what keeps us coming 
back for more — the balance 
between thrill and comfort. It is 
just enough to keep us watching 
without backing down.

To read about Julia’s true 
crime recommendatios, check 
out the full article on dailynexus.
com. 

EMMA HOLM-OLSEN / DAILY NEXUS

Julia Ringelstein
Reporter
Stella Mullin
Asst. Artsweek Editor

“The Future of the Amazon:” UCSB’s Orfalea 
Center hosts international conference 

Claudia Melim-McLeod, of Rainforest Foundation Norway, speaks at UCSB’s Orfalea Center’s October 
2023 “Future of the Amazon” conference.

Why do we love true crime?:
ALLISON HUANG / DAILY NEXUS
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The Throne Zone: Top 10 
We tried every Bathroom so You Don’t Have to

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE 
SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS. 

   Rest and relaxation can not only be found at the beautiful beaches surrounding UC Santa Barbara but in the finest restrooms across the land. 
These hidden gems are sanctuaries during a day of scholarly endeavors. Learned readers of this bipartisan report — which has analyzed every 
academic building on campus — will gain access to an elite set of bathrooms, ranked on a scale from one to 10 by aesthetics, function, exclusivity, 
ROI and overall “vibe.”  Only men’s and gender neutral restrooms were surveyed, but we believe the results should hold across genders.

10: Materials Research Laboratory (6.9) 9: old little THEAter (7.1) 8: Campbell Hall (7.2)

7: Embarcadero Hall (7.4) 5: Arts Building (7.8)

4: bioengineering (7.9) 

6: Interactive Learning Pavilion (7.7)

Sam Healey and Seamus O’Meara are petitioning Chancellor Henry T. Yang so they can 
teach an “Intro to Bathroom Studies” course at UCSB.

3:  Marine Science Research Building (8.3) 2:  El Centro, Arnulfo Casillas (8.6)

1: the secret bathroom  (9.3)

SAM HEALEY /  DAILY NEXUS

Have you ever left the restroom 
feeling like you’ve just spent two hours 
at the gym? Come on down to the 
Materials Research Laboratory to do 
your business, take a shower and get 
ready for more business of your own.  

One of the eldest lavatories on our list, 
this classic was built in 1967 and has 
withstood the test of time. The natural 
light brings forth hope, contentment and 
optimism. Using this space is like getting 
a nice warm hug from your mom — you 
know everything is going to be okay.  

As controversial as this ranking may 
be, a stage as grandiose as Campbell 
Hall is not complete without a corridor 
runway to its bathroom. Jazz    legends 
like Jimmy “Spanky” DeBrest, Mike 
“The Situation” Sorrentino and 
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
began their illustrious careers in this 
very restroom, and you could too! 

By far the best selection in Isla Vista 
(sorry I.V. Theater), Embarcadero Hall’s 
restroom boasts a combination of polka 
dots and superb lighting, creating an 
excellent “modern dinner” ambiance. 
It’s ideal for sitting back and enjoying 
a few cold ones with the boys.   Oh, and 
you can also use the bathroom here.

After the most exhausting excretion session 
of my life (a grueling 47 minutes), I exited 
the stall with a still-quivering sphincter 
only to come face-to-face with the woman 
of my dreams. My heart raced from both 
excitement and the fear that the stench 
had already reached her nostrils. Would 
probably still use the ILP bathroom again.

The bathroom for the avant-
garde, the culture-setters, the 21st 
century philosophes. Lose, then find 
yourself in the infinite mirrors. The 
dark, edgy colors are perfect for having a 
cigarette or bowl of soup between classes.

Forget the troubles of your day — this 
bathroom has a sexy green backlit mirror. 
Admire yourself in its frame 
for a minute before engaging in 
your own, uh, bioengineering.

Surprisingly void of butlers to help me 
wash my hands, the Marine Science 
Research Building’s bathroom is still 
the most high-class one on campus. 
The awe-inspiring bust of Poseidon 
reminded me that all of campus is bound 
to fall into the sea someday, but the mints 
were so good that I didn’t even care.  

El Centro, Arnulfo Casillas is the only 
bathroom at UCSB that can replicate the 
warmth and wonder of your childhood 
toilet and the memories made while 
praying it wouldn’t clog. Serene and 
elegant, this hallowed chamber redefines 
what the word “beauty” can actually mean.

For the exploratory and historically inclined student, the majesty of this elusive 
bathroom can be discovered only if their bowels are as attuned to beauty and wonder as 
is their heart. This is the best of the best, the cream of the crop, a matter of school pride 
itself. This is what makes your tuition worth it. This is where true Gauchos are born.   
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