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UC Santa Barbara’s fundraising 
efforts bring in over $100 million 
in private donations annually 
— money that accounts for an 
increasing percentage of the 
public university’s budget as state 
government funding stagnates.

The Nexus obtained dozens of 
documents — ranging from public 
donor logs and tax filings to 
internal audits — procured through 
current and deleted university 
websites, the UC Regents 
and student employees who 
anonymously shared information 
with the Nexus. The documents 
detail the extent donor money has 
been sought and depended upon 
in recent years, and how UCSB 
funded lobbying using the profits 
of invested donor money in a bid 
to increase state funding.

Reliance on philanthropy is now 
a permanent fixture at UCSB; 
donated funds accounted for “over 
10% of the student experience” 
this year, per an estimate made 
by the university’s annual fund in 
documents obtained by the Nexus. 
State funding has fallen from over 
41% of the university budget in 
2003 to 15% this year, according 
to the documents.

The university benef itted 
from over $1.6 billion in private 
philanthropy from small donors 
and multibillionaires alike over the 
past two decades as its fundraising 
operations steadily expanded. 

The UC Santa Barbara 
Foundation 

The private donor money 
largely f lows through the UC 
Santa Barbara Foundation — the 
501(c)(3) nonprofit created in 1973 
to facilitate donations on behalf of 
the university. The foundation is 
governed by a slate of appointed 
and elected trustees tasked with 
pursuing new donors, some of 
whom operate fundraising 
committees across the country. 

The full group of trustees — an 
assortment of multimillionaires, 
CEOs, attorneys, professors and 
others, including, by default, the 
university’s current chancellor 

and Associated Students president 
— meet several times a year for 
dinners and celebrations. Over 
1,000 photos obtained by the 
Nexus detail over 30 such events 
held since 2015.

Receptions are held for the 
university’s Gold Circle Society 
and Lancaster Society — select 
groups whose membership 
is limited to donors that have 
gifted upwards of $1 million and 
$100,000, respectively. 

Numerous bi l l ionaires 
— including Saudi Prince 
Muhammad bin Fahd Al Saud, 
Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
and Microsoft co-founder Paul 
Allen, among other internet and 
real estate moguls — have gifted 
millions to the university, often 
securing the naming rights of the 
schools and buildings that stem 
from their philanthropy. Gifts from 
foundations and such individuals 
comprise the bulk of donor funds 
utilized by the university.

UCSB also benefits from 
millions brought in by donations 
from industry titans, including 
Google, Intel and Ford, as well 
as various national defense 
contractors, such as Northrop 

Grumman Corporation, Boeing 
and Raytheon BBN Technologies, 
records show.

UCSB’s Chancellor Henry T. 
Yang told the Nexus that private 
giving provides a slew of benefits 
to the campus, among them 
assisting the funding of capital 
projects, contributing to arts and 
lecturing programs and aiding the 
advancement of the university’s 
research.

“Our university is tremendously 
fortunate to have the generous 
support of our alumni and friends, 
which benefits our students, our 
campus, and the state of California 
in countless ways.” 

UCSB’s lobbying for 
increased state funding

The day-to-day operational 
costs of the foundation are 
partially financed by the profits of 
money donated to UCSB that are 
held in a short-term investment 
pool (STIP). In 2020, $178,197 was 
utilized from the fund for this 
purpose.

In the face of declining state 
funds, the UCSB Foundation used 
profits from invested donor money 
to fund lobbying in support of a 
2020 ballot initiative — Proposition 

13 — for the state to borrow $15 
billion to fund public schools, 
including $2 billion for the 
University of California.

Under state law, university 
resources can’t be contributed 
toward measures that have 
made it on the ballot. However, 
university foundations are able to 
allocate funds for lobbying with 
restrictions, as they themselves are 
not government entities. 

In 2020, the foundation allocated 
$200,000 in earnings generated from 
STIP to the California Coalition 
for Public Higher Education 
to fund lobbying in support of 
Proposition 13, according to a 
report prepared by the auditing 
f irm PricewaterhouseCoopers 
and obtained by the Nexus. The 
lobbying amount is also ref lected 
in the foundation’s publicly 
available tax filings.

California voters ultimately 
rejected Proposition 13, and the 
foundation did not undertake any 
lobbying efforts in 2022, according 
to UCSB Media Relations Manager 
Kiki Reyes.

PricewaterhouseCoopers, the 

Private millions: UCSB’s lifeline 
against stagnating state funding
Mark Alfred
University News Editor

Warning: This ar ticle 
contains content related to 
racial violence.

Following an anti-Black 
assault against a student 
attending Brandon Elementary 
School, Healing Justice Santa 
Barbara and parents are 
speaking out against Goleta 
Union School District’s lack of 
response. 

Healing Justice Santa Barbara 
is an organization dedicated to 
creating safe spaces for uplifting 
Black people and combating 
anti-Blackness.

Krystle Sieghart — the 
parent of the assaulted child 
and co-founder of Healing 
Justice Santa Barbara — voiced 
frustration with the district’s 
inaction and deemed its 
response inadequate.

Goleta Union School District 
(GUSD) serves over 3,000 K-5 
students across nine elementary 
schools in Goleta, including 
Brandon Elementary. GUSD 
representatives declined Nexus 
requests for comment, citing 
the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA), but 
condemned the assault in a Nov. 
9 email to the student-parent 
community. 

The incident occurred at 
Brandon Elementary on Nov. 4, 
during which Sieghart’s son was 
choked and called the N-word 
by a non-Black student, Sieghart 
said. School administration 
called Sieghart the same day.

“[School staf f ] said they 
checked in on my son, he 
seemed f ine, and they sent him 
back to class,” Sieghart said in 
an interview with the Nexus. “I 
told them, no, I would like to 
pick him up.”

A GUSD district employee 
with Pupil Services Department 
also left a voicemail on that 
Friday, but Sieghart didn’t receive 
any further communication 
from the district until the 
following week. 

“I was expecting them to 
handle it, reach out, have steps 
that they take to deal with it,” 
she said. “I didn’t hear from 
anybody all weekend.”

On Nov. 7, Sieghart emailed 
Brandon Elementary School 
Principal Sheryl Mil ler 
requesting independent study 
for her son, which the school 
granted. She said that she no 
longer felt comfortable bringing 
him to school until the district 
began “taking the proper steps 
to address these situations at 
school.” Currently, Sieghart’s 
son is still enrolled at Brandon 
Elementary, but Sieghart has 
applied for a charter school via 
lottery system.

“Unfortunately I and other 
Black people in this community 
continued to be ignored, 
silenced and told [anti-Black 
racism is] not something that’s 

currently an issue, which we 
know is not true. I feared that 
my children would be next, and 
now what I feared the most has 
happened,” Sieghart said.

That same Monday, Healing 
Justice Santa Barbara posted 
a list of demands for GUSD 
to address, including providing 
accurate public reports on 
anti-Black violence occurring 
across campuses, conducting 
a comprehensive investigation, 
holding negligent teachers and 
staff accountable and providing 
access to Black mental health 
providers trained in addressing 
racial trauma and race-based 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
for impacted students.

Healing Justice Santa Barbara 
co-founder and GUSD parent 
Simone Akila Ruskamp said 
that this is not an isolated 
incident, and anti-Black racial 
violence within GUSD and 
Santa Barbara Unif ied School 
District — a district GUSD feeds 
into after K-5 education — is a 
long-standing issue.

“After Krystle’s son was 
attacked, we repeated the same 
thing that we’ve said for a long 
time: Crisis response depends 
on the practices and policies 
and people that you already 
have in place,” Ruskamp said. 
“We had been telling both 
school districts that they needed 
to take seriously investing in 
hiring Black clinicians because 
we knew this was an ongoing 
problem. Unfortunately, those 
districts did not listen to us.”

GUSD Superintendent Diana 
Galindo-Roybal notif ied the 
district community of the 
assault on Nov. 9.

“There has been a recent 
report of racial slurs being used 
at one of our schools, specif ically 
the use of the N-word towards 
Black students,” the message 
read. 

Reports of physical violence 
were not mentioned in the email. 
Galindo-Roybal then outlined 
initiatives GUSD is currently 
undertaking to combat anti-
Blackness in schools: mental 
health support at every school, 
a districtwide equity audit, 
mandatory implicit bias training 
for employees, anti-bias training 
for staff, monthly board reports 
on the topic of “Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion” and a Social 
Justice and Equity Task Force 
to develop the GUSD Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Plan.

“Our response to inappropriate 
and unsafe behavior will be 
developmentally appropriate to 
the age and maturity of the 
individual,” Galindo-Roybal 
said. “We will strive to address 
and correct behavior in a 
manner that upholds the dignity 
of the child.”

On Nov. 9, Galindo-Roybal 
called Sieghart to of fer 
condolences, Sieghart said, and 
Sieghart responded expressing 

Sindhu Ananthavel
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Chancellor Yang raises a glass alongside trustee Elizabeth Gabler at the May 2019 Trustee Dinner hosted 
by Gabler at her Hope Ranch residence.
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The Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office arrested an Isla Vista 
resident on several felony charges in 
relation to a burglary that occured 
at the 6500 block of Del Playa Drive 
on Jan. 20.

The suspect, identified as 23-year-
old Matthew Dunbar Roberts, was 
charged with three felony charges 
of burglary, false imprisonment 

and possession of a dirk or dagger, 
along with three misdemeanors for 
driving under the influence and 
driving on a suspended  license.

The Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office (SBSO) deputies 
responded to a report of an intruder 
at a private residence at 7:30 a.m. 
on Jan. 20 and arrived after the 
suspect had already fled the area. 
The suspect, who was unknown 
to the victim, entered the victim’s 
residence and unlawfully restrained 
her before fleeing.

SBSO also charged Roberts with 

two additional felonies for violating 
his probation orders. Roberts is 
being held at the Santa Barbara 
County Main Jail without bail.

“Through their investigation, 
deputies learned that the suspect, 
who is unfamiliar to the victim, 
entered the victim’s residence 
and held her down. The victim 
screamed, and the suspect fled the 
residence,” SBSO said in a press 
release.

The deputies quickly located the 
suspect based on a description of 
the suspect’s vehicle, which was 
broadcasted to area units and 
stopped Roberts nine minutes later 
around the intersection of El Colegio 
Road and Camino Pescadero.

SBSO’s arrest log identified 
Roberts as an Isla Vista resident and 
listed his occupation as a student. 
A person under the name Mathew 
Dunbar Roberts is recorded as a 
former student of Santa Barbara 
City College (SBCC). He attended 
in the summer and fall 2018 sessions, 
according to SBCC Executive 
Director of Public Affairs and 
Communications Martha Swanson.

Isla Vista Foot Patrol Lieutenant 
Garrett TeSlaa said that the SBSO 
has not observed any recent 
increase in burglary or intrusions 

but noted reports of breaking and 
entering as a frequent occurrence 
in I.V.

“We haven’t seen a discernible 
increase or decrease in intruder 
reports recently but, unfortunately, 
it’s a recurring issue in I.V. It’s not 
uncommon for us to respond to 
reports of a burglary in progress 
with the residents still inside 
the apartment,” TeSlaa said in a 
statement to the Nexus.

TeSlaa emphasized that residents 
should lock their doors, even when 
home, and should provide a key to 
every roommate in the apartment.

He also offered the following 
community safety tips and 
recommended calling UCSB’s 
Community Service Organization 
“if you feel like you’re being 
followed” or 911 in the case of an 
emergency.

“Report intruders immediately by 
calling 911. Intruders will often claim 
they just went to the wrong house 
but that might just be an excuse. 
Contact law enforcement so we can 
determine if a crime has occurred,” 
TeSlaa said. “If confronted in your 
house by an intruder, try to notice 
their physical description and 
clothing and get away from them 
as soon as possible.”

Isla Vista burglar arrested on 
multiple felony charges

Nisha Malley
County News Editor
Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

Reports of burglaries in progress and intruders in Isla Vista 
residences are not uncommon, according to Isla Vista Foot Patrol.
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 A Santa Barbara Women’s 
March on Jan. 22 — the 50th 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark Supreme Court case 
protecting the right to abortion 
that was overturned last June — 
garnered hundreds of attendees. 
 The march, which began in De 
La Guerra Plaza in downtown Santa 
Barbara, featured speakers, dancing, 
tabling from women’s rights and 
activist groups and concluded with 

a march down State Street. 
 “We are the first generation of 
women in a long time to grow 
up with fewer rights to our own 
bodies than our mothers did. That 
makes me incredibly angry, and I’m 
sure that makes you angry, too,” 
June Padera, president of UC Santa 
Barbara’s Planned Parenthood 
Generation Action chapter, said to 
the crowd. 
 “You’re all here, which means 
you’re willing to do something 
about it. And that’s incredibly 
exciting,” she continued.

 The event was themed “Bigger 
than Roe,” and many of the speakers 
and participants — including Paula 
Lopez Ochoa, president of the 
Santa Barbara Women’s Political 
Committee — emphasized the lack 
of abortion protections that women 
across the country are encountering. 
 “On June 24, 2022, the United 
States Supreme Court did 
something that a lot of women 
never thought would happen. 
It abandoned nearly 50 years of 
precedent in overturning Roe v. 
Wade,” Lopez Ochoa said. 

 Despite the loss of what was 
previously enshrined by the 
Supreme Court as a women’s 
right, she encouraged the march’s 
participants to continue to protest 
and make their voices heard. 
 “Instead of mourning in a 
defeatist way, we are activating, we 
are marching … We are taking this 
fight to every state house and every 
legislator in our country,” Lopez 
Ochoa said. “Today we put our 
politicians on notice. If you come 
for our families, if you come for 
our freedoms, if you come for our 

rights, you come for our future and 
we are coming for your seat.”
 Kristin Flickinger, executive 
director of the Pacific Pride 
Foundation, spoke to the crowd 
about how the retraction of 
women’s rights is fundamentally 
tied to a reduction of rights for 
other marginalized groups. 
 “We have to understand that 
every time someone tries to access 
a Planned Parenthood and is 
harassed, every time a trans person 
is murdered or a young non-binary 
person is misgendered, every 
time an athlete is required to strip      
down and prove their gender 
through an examination, every 
time that gender is defined and 
controlled from a source outside 
of ourselves individually, it is an 
attempt to control us collectively,” 
she said. 
 Representatives of the Iranian 
Academic Community at UCSB 
and Iranian activists also attended 
the march, supporting the ongoing 
women’s rights revolution in Iran. 
 “I’m a representative of numerous 
voices, of women in Iran who have 
been oppressed by Islamic regime 
in Iran for 44 years. They are risking 
their lives on the streets in any way,” 
an activist who did not disclose her 
name said. 
 “Iranian women and men could 
not tolerate [the regime] any more 
for taking women’s rights away … 
It was not fair to anybody. Men 
stood up next to their wives, 
daughters and mothers to say, ‘This 
is not good for today’s society,’” she 
continued.
 She then led the crowd in the 
chant, “Woman. Life. Freedom,” 
which has become a rallying cry 
following the death of Mahsa 

Amini in Iran. 
 For Claire Kellett and Emily 
Pineda — Santa Barbara high 
schoolers and members of the 
Action for Justice club on their 
campus who were tabling and 
attending the event — supporting 
women’s rights was an important 
and necessary decision. 
 “At a very young age, I started 
seeing a lot of sexism towards 
women. I grew up in Montana, in a 
really small town … that was very 
different from Santa Barbara. Our 
Planned Parenthood was attacked 
and caught on fire,” Kellett said. “I 
don’t think that Santa Barbara is at 
risk of anything [that] detrimental 
happening. But, I think that we 
should support women as a whole 
and just show … role models, which 
inspire[s] other women to stand up 
for their rights.”
 Pineda echoed this sentiment, 
and said it was important for women 
and girls of all ages — particularly 
the younger generation — to stand 
up for their rights. 
 “They’re the next generation. 
If they’re not going to do it, then 
who is?” she asked. “It’s important 
that you start being a role model 
at a young age, and [encourage] all 
people to stand up for human rights 
and women’s rights.”
 Kellett encouraged people who 
see the importance of women’s 
rights to attend similar marches in 
the future. 
 “If you’re reading this article, 
and you’re like, ‘Wow, I’m so happy 
this is happening in the world, and 
this is really important,’ I want 
to encourage everybody to bring 
your friends because I feel like the 
volume of people matters,” Pineda 
said.

Santa Barbara Women’s March gathers hundreds on 
Roe v. Wade anniversary

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

Weekly goings-on in and 
around Isla Vista

A week in UC student news

 Transfer Student Center 
hosts group sunset hike 
 UC Santa Barbara’s Transfer 
Student Center is leading a group 
sunset hike on Friday, Jan. 27, from 
4-5:30 p.m. The hike will take 
place at the Ellwood Bluffs Trail in 
Goleta and will be a 1.2-mile loop. 
 Participants are encouraged 
to bring their own water and 
wear comfortable clothes, 
and snacks will be provided. 
However, transportation will not 
be provided. More details on the 
starting location as well as parking 
options will be shared following 
registration.  
 The Transfer Student Center 
creates a space for transfer students 
at UCSB to connect with other 
students, in addition to providing 
campus resources and guidance 
for academics and career direction. 
 Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity hosts 
cross-cultural potluck
 The Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity (RCSGD) 
is hosting a cross-cultural 
potluck in collaboration with the 
MultiCultural Center (MCC) and 
the Office of International Students 
and Scholars. The potluck will 
take place on Friday, Jan. 27, from 
5-7 p.m. at the MCC lounge. 
 “Join us at the Cross-cultural 
Potluck for a casual evening 
of sharing, arts, and food,” the 
Shoreline description read. 
Registration is required to attend 
the event. 
 RCSGD is UCSB’s   LGBTQIA+ 

center that works to provide 
support and resources for the 
success of LGBTQIA+ students. 
 Latinx Business Association 
holds winter leadership 
conference 
 The Latinx Business 
Association is hosting its annual 
winter leadership conference on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, from 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the Mosher Alumni 
House. 
 The conference will feature a 
keynote speaker, along with four 
additional speakers, to lead self-
improvement workshops on career 
and leadership development. 
 The five speakers are Kirk 
Stovesand, Dante Di Loreto, Greg 
Loosvelt, Ben May and Michelle 
Carlen. Each speaker focuses on 
various sects of careers, from 
finance and television to creating 
a work/life balance. 
 Coffee and pastries will be 
provided on a first-come, first-
serve basis at check-in, and lunch 
will be provided for all registered 
attendees. Prospective participants 
can register for the conference on 
Shoreline. 
 The Latinx Business Association 
is a student chapter of the Santa 
Barbara Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce that works to support 
Latinx students pursuing careers 
in business-related fields. 
 RCSGD begins LGBTQIA+ 
health drop-in hours 
 RCSGD is holding LGBTQIA+ 
health drop-in hours every Tuesday 
from 1-2:30 p.m. in the RCSGD 
lounge, with the upcoming session 
on Jan. 31. 
 The drop-in hours will be 
hosted by RCSGD health equity 

advocate Buster Buchanan, and 
participants can discuss accessing 
equitable health care and guidance 
regarding gender transition, 
student health services, health 
insurance, health discrimination 
and the general well-being of 
LGBTQIA+ students. 
 RCSGD has historically been 
collaborating with UCSB’s Student 
Health Service to expand gender-
affirming healthcare on campus. 
 Women’s Center hosts first 
feminist book club meeting of 
winter quarter 
 The Women’s Center is hosting 
its first feminist book club meeting 
of the quarter on Monday, Jan. 
30, from 2-3 p.m. in the Women’s 
Center. The club will be meeting 
on Mondays of Weeks 4, 6 and 8. 
 The club will discuss “Abolition. 
Feminism. Now.” by Angela Davis, 
Gina Dent, Eric Meiners and Beth 
Richie at its first meeting. 
 “We are excited to dive deeper 
into themes of unrecognized 
genealogies of queer, anti-
capitalist, internationalist, 
grassroots, and women-of-color-
led feminist movements, struggles, 
and organizations that have helped 
to define abolition and feminism 
in the twenty-first century,” the 
Shoreline description read. 
 Snacks will be provided at 
every meeting, and the first 10 
participants will receive a free 
copy of the novel. 
 The Women’s Center provides 
education on women’s issues, 
feminism, healthy masculinity 
and gender and social equity by 
providing open spaces and support, 
opportunities for advocacy and 
the sharing of resources.

 Human skeleton found on 
UC Berkeley campus
 A human skeleton was 
discovered on UC Berkeley’s 
Clark Kerr Campus on Jan. 10. 
The remains were found in 
an event building that hadn’t 
been used for years, university 
administrators told ABC    News.
 “Although the remains are 
skeletonized, it is not clear how 
many years they have been there,” 
a UC Berkeley spokesperson said 
in a statement.
 The UC Police Department 
and the Alameda County 
Coroner’s Bureau have both 
opened investigations into the 
remains, according to ABC 
News. 
 Multiple UC law schools 
withdraw from U.S. News & 
World Report rankings
 UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
UC Irvine and UC Davis law 
schools will no longer submit 
data to the U.S. News & World 
Report’s annual law school 
ranking, the LA Times reported 

in November.
 “The rankings disincentivize 
schools from supporting 
public service careers for their 
graduates, building a diverse 
student population, and 
awarding need-based f inancial 
aid,” UCLA Law School Interim 
Dean Russell Korobkin said 
in a statement to the campus 
community.
 According to the LA Times, 
at least half of the U.S. News’ 
top 20 law schools — including 
Yale University, Stanford 
University, Harvard University 
and Columbia University — 
withdrew from the rankings and 
cited longstanding issues with 
the methodology. 
 “The U.S. News rankings 
discourage law schools from 
enrolling more diverse student 
bodies and do not in any way 
value more diverse law faculties,” 
UC Davis Law School Dean 
Kevin Johnson said in a Nov. 28 
letter.
 UC Davis hires new 
vice provost and dean of 
undergraduate education
 Michael Bradford was 

appointed as UC Davis 
vice provost and dean of 
undergraduate education, 
Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor Mary Croughan 
announced on Tuesday.
 Bradford will take over for 
Interim Vice Provost and Dean 
of Undergraduate Education 
John Marx, and will start on Feb. 
21.
 “Michael’s passion for creating 
an environment for exceptional 
undergraduate experiences 
for all students makes him an 
incredible asset to our team and 
to this university,” Croughan 
said in her statement.
 Bradford previously served 
as the vice provost for faculty, 
staff and student development 
at the University of Connecticut 
since 2020. He initially joined 
UConn as an assistant professor 
of the dramatic arts in 2000 
and was the department head of 
Dramatic Arts from 2017-20.
 “I am deeply honored to be 
joining a university with such 
a long history of providing 
students with a world-class 
education,” Bradford said.
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Many celebrated Archawin 
Nimanong as an individual of 
self lessness and determination. 
Whether he was playing endless 
hours of lacrosse on UC Santa 
Barbara’s Division I team or 
ordering a f lower bouquet for his 
mother from his hospital bed on 
Mother’s Day, Archawin was a 
student, friend, partner, brother 
and son with love to give and 
passions to share. 

Following his diagnosis in 2020, 
the fourth-year statistics and 
data science major passed away 
in December 2022 from acute 
myeloid leukemia and respiratory 
infections. 

Fourth-year biology major 
Michael Tichenor said he first met 
Archawin in a mutual class in fifth 
grade and instantly clicked with 
him after being sat at the same 
table. A 12-year friendship between 
the pair bloomed from that first 
interaction. 

“We just clicked,” Tichenor said. 
“He was just somebody that was 
really easy to get along with. He 
was just that type of person, super 
friendly.”

Tichenor recalled Archawin’s 
love for Star Wars and art growing 
up, saying that aside from sports 
and school, Star Wars was a major 
point of conversation. 

“I always knew him as a big Star 
Wars fan; he was very passionate 
about that,” he said. 

Archawin was known by others, 
however, as a lover and player of 
lacrosse. Introduced to the sport in 
middle school, he demonstrated a 
knack for the sport and continued 
to play through college. His 
mother Bell Nimanong recalled 
how Archawin started his athletic 
career. 

“I asked [him] if he wanted to 
play something more well known, 
like basketball or soccer, but he said 
no and that he liked lacrosse,” Bell 
Nimanong said. “So I said OK, go 

for it. And he kept playing, and he 
did so well.” 

Trying out for the lacrosse 
team at Glendale High School 
in Southern California led to 
Archawin playing the sport more 
consistently, exemplifying his 
work ethic and dedication to his 
passions, Tichenor said.

“He was always a hard worker 
… he was just a beast athletically,” 
Tichenor said. “He could just run 
circles around people. He was that 
guy; he was a prodigy.”

Archawin’s talent for lacrosse 
earned him a placement in the top 
30 lacrosse players in California 
in high school — the first player 
from Glendale High School to 
earn such a ranking, according 
to Bell Nimanong. He received 
various recruitment offers and 
scholarships, all of which he 
turned down to attend Glendale 
Community College (GCC). 

“He [attended] the community 
college so that he can help me 
save money,” his mother said. “He 
wanted to go to GCC and then 
transfer later.” 

Archawin received an offer to 
play on UCSB’s Division I men’s 
lacrosse team in 2021, persevering 
through his leukemia diagnosis 
from the year prior. 

“It was just something he tried 
out one day for fun, and it just 
really stuck to him because he just 
had a natural gift for it,” Tichenor 
said. “He just continued doing 
what he loved.” 

Beyond lacrosse — and video 
gaming with his friends — 
Archawin had a lifelong passion 
for history, excitedly talking about 
various periods of history to his 
patient mother growing up and 
dreaming about becoming a 
history professor.

Archawin’s girlfriend, UC Irvine 
graduate student Sneha Menon, said 
he gave up his initial career goal to 
study data science at UCSB in order 
to support his family’s financial 
needs following graduation, but 
he retained a history minor to 
continue studying the subject he 

cherished throughout his life. 
“He had taken it upon himself 

as the oldest son in his family 
to become the person who can 
provide for his parents,” Menon 
said. “He gave up his initial dream 
to be the breadwinner of his family. 
But he didn’t want to sacrifice 
everything about himself … by 
keeping the minor and making 
sure he still was doing something 
that he loved.” 

Archawin was constantly 
concerned about the financial 
state of his family, working some 
summers at his mother’s local diner 
prior to the family business closing 
at  the onset of COVID-19. Bell 
Nimanong spoke about her son’s 
work ethic while helping her at 
the diner. 

“With everything that he does, 
he does it at his best no matter 
what,” Bell Nimanong said. “He 
never says no … He is so good. He 
works so hard.” 

Menon spoke to the wide variety 
of jobs Archawin worked while 
keeping up with lacrosse and his 
studies, including becoming a 
product development intern, an 
Airbnb property manager and an 
assistant coach on the lacrosse 
team at a local high school. 

“He was a really impressive 
person that was working multiple 
jobs during the summer and 
furthering his career for himself 
and for his family and for his future,” 
Menon said. “He accomplished so 
much in such little time, [even 
teaching] himself to code in a 
matter of six months.” 

Above all, Archawin always 
prioritized his family, sending his 
mother half of his first paycheck 
at his most recent job in property 
management two to three months 
prior to his passing. 

“I told him to keep it because 
I know that he’s going to want 
to spend [it] on something, but 
he said, ‘No, this is the first 
paycheck, I  want to give it to 
you,’” Bell Nimanong said. “He’s so 
generous. He loves family so much, 
everything about me, his dad and 

his brother.”
Menon said a driving force in 

Archawin’s life was his generosity 
and care for others, always 
prioritizing his loved ones over his 
own needs. 

“He was gentle. He treated 
everything and everyone like 
they each were special things that 
needed their own level of care,” 
Menon said. “He understood what 
that meant for each person or tried 
to understand what that meant for 
each person.”

She recalled Archawin spending 
all his spare time focused on his 
family, friends and her, saying that 
his loved ones were always his first 
priority. 

“He is the most respectable son, 
the best son I think any Asian 
parent could ask for,” she said. “He 
looked out for his parents all the 
time and looked out for his little 
brother.” 

Even as his condition worsened, 
Archawin continued to retain a 
positive outlook on life. 

Menon said she was most proud 
of him “for not losing himself 
during everything that he was 
going through. 

“This entire thing was super 
unfair to him, but he kept a positive 
outlook no matter what,” Menon 
said.  

That positivity fed into his 
respect and honor for others, 
Tichenor said, saying kindness 
rang in everything he did and 
everyone he interacted with. 

“He was always a man of the 
people,” Tichenor said. “He was 
very conscientious, very kind to 
everybody.” 

Even in his hospital bed as his 
sickness continued to worsen, 
Archawin was a favorite among 
the nurses, showing kindness to 
the hospital staff and attempting to 
take care of himself in any capacity 
despite being bedridden. 

“[The nurses] would always fight 
over him because he is polite. He 
tried to do everything by himself,” 
Bell Nimanong said. 

Beyond his self lessness, 

Archawin had the ability to bring 
people together. Tichenor recalled 
an annual tradition Archawin 
started with Tichenor and their 
friend group to paint on an 
abandoned mural at the start of 
every year. 

“It was a free mural pretty much 
where you can just paint wherever 
you want, and we would go there 
every year,” Tichenor said. “It was 
always about camaraderie with 
him.” 

Tichenor emphasized how much 
his friendship with Archawin 
meant to him and the lessons of 
resilience and kindness he’s learned 
from their time together. 

“He was just always looking 
to help people, always looking 
to improve somebody’s life, 
somebody’s well-being,” he 
continued. “I think everyone can 
learn from that to just be more 
appreciative of everything and 
of your loved ones. I think that’s 
something he held very dear to 
him.” 

Tichenor described his last 

interaction with Archawin, saying 
there was much to say with too 
little time. 

“I did get to FaceTime him on 
his last night. He was unconscious 
and his girlfriend was holding the 
phone, but I could talk to him,” 
Tichenor said. “I just wanted to tell 
him how much he meant to me.” 

Menon wished Archawin rest 
after his two-year journey of 
illness and conveyed pride for his 
resilience.

“He did a good job fighting for 
so long, and I’m always going to be 
proud of him,” Menon said. “Now 
he can finally rest.” 

Bell Nimanong expressed 
immense pride for the impact 
Archawin has made on countless 
lives, saying his love and care for 
others has inspired many others to 
follow suit. 

“I’m proud of everything, the 
way he is,” Bell Nimanong said. 

Individuals can donate to 
Archawin’s GoFundMe to support 
his family with residual medical 
fees and funeral fees. 

Loved ones remember late UCSB student-athlete 
Archawin Nimanong

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach
Editor

Amid renewed conversations 
around cliff safety in Isla Vista, 
Santa Barbara County 2nd 
District Supervisor Laura Capps is 
supporting local efforts to amend 
the permitting process for blufftop 
fencing.

Sworn in on Dec. 6, 2022, Capps 
represents the 2nd District, which 
includes portions of Goleta and 
Santa Barbara, the unincorporated 
area of Isla Vista and UC Santa 
Barbara.

Capps is leading a county-level 
effort to amend the coastal zoning 
ordinance to require a coastal 
development permit rather than a 
minor conditional use permit for 
fences higher than six feet within 
50 feet of a coastal bluff in Isla Vista. 

“Our work reflects a firm belief 
that the bluffs pose a danger that 
deserves common-sense remedies,” 
Capps said in a statement to the 
Nexus. 

Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) General Manager 
Jonathan Abboud said the 
requirement for a minor conditional 

use permit has deterred private 
property owners from increasing 
fence heights.

“That’s been an impediment that’s 
always been brought up in terms 
of higher fencing,” Abboud said at 
the Jan. 10 IVCSD board meeting. 
“The minor conditional use permit 
process is really cumbersome, 
and so that’s been a hindrance to 
getting better fencing in the private 
property areas.”

Prior to taking office, Capps took 
a walking tour of Isla Vista with 
members of IVCSD, where she 
heard from local officials on the 
“paramount” issue of coastal bluff 
safety.

“Unfortunately, there’s been 
a long history of cliff falls in the 
community and after hearing from 
the IVCSD, I feel all avenues should 
be explored including continued 
efforts on education, awareness and 
potentially higher fence heights,” 
Capps said in the statement.

Several people have died or injured 
themselves falling from the bluffs 
over the last two decades, including 
a man who sustained major injuries 
from a cliff fall in October 2022. A 
UCSB alumnus died after a fatal fall 

from an Isla Vista cliff in May 2022.
IVCSD issued their support of the 

county’s efforts in a letter to Capps 
at their Jan. 10 board meeting, in 
which they highlighted public safety 
concerns.

“Isla Vista has a long and tragic 
history of community members 
falling from coastal bluffs on private 
and public property, causing fatal or 
life changing injuries. We believe we 
must pursue every avenue possible 
to protect human life,” IVCSD 
President Marcos Aguilar said in 
the letter.

Capps said that her office plans to 
pursue changes to fencing alongside 
educational awareness efforts. 
IVCSD is currently working with 
partners at UCSB and the county 
to run an educational campaign for 
residents on coastal bluffs and safety 
around them.

“It comes down to safety — period. 
I believe it’s an additional tool in the 
tool box that should be explored — 
along with continued educational 
and awareness efforts, better lighting 
and increased signage,” Capps said 
in the statement. “It is a hope that 
this action builds a safer Isla Vista.”

IVCSD Director Spencer Brandt 
expressed his personal gratitude 
for the county’s attention to the 
longstanding issue of cliff safety.

“We have certain property 
owners that are trying to be a part 
of the solution, that are trying to put 
up fencing that is non-scalable, that 
is higher, that have agreed to help 
put up signage to dissuade people 
from going near those cliffs, but they 
have not been able to because of 
the red tape,” Brandt said at the Jan. 
10 meeting. “So, I’m really happy. I 
think the county understands these 
frustrations, and Supervisor Capps 

wants to be a champion to try to 
address these issues.”

Santa Barbara County Director 
of Planning & Development Lisa 
Plowman noted that local actors 
have begun discussion about 
increasing the height of required 
fencing, a change that her office 
would be involved in implementing.

However, Plowman said the 
California Coastal Commission — 
the agency empowered to make 
such a change — has voiced concerns 
about the aesthetic of taller fencing.

“It’s probably a good idea to have 
a discussion about it,” Plowman 
said. “There’s concerns about people 
being able to get over fencing, but 
the Coastal Commission has been 
reluctant to increase the height of 
fences substantially because they’re 
worried about the potential visual 
impacts from the coast.”

Capps recognized the lengthy 
process for achieving a change to 
the zoning ordinance.

“[T]he process with the Coastal 
Commission will take some time 
which is why there needs to be a 
continued effort on education and 
awareness as it relates to coastal  
bluff safety,” Capps said in the 
statement.

Brandt promoted the idea 
of high plexiglass fencing as an 
“aesthetically pleasing” solution that 
would allow for ocean views and has 
been used by property owners in 
other beachside communities, such 
as Dana Point in Orange County.

“It’s a material that’s not easily 
climbable or scalable, and it’s also the 
least intrusive aesthetically possible,” 
Brandt said. “I think there’s a lot 
of room for us to see what we can 
do to make it easier for property 
owners to be a part of the solution.”

Supervisor Laura Capps advocates 
for taller bluff fencing in I.V.

Nisha Malley
County News Editor

Archawin is remembered as a student, friend, partner, brother and 
son with love to give and passions to share. 
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Capps is leading a countywide effort to increase the height of fencing 
along Isla Vista bluffs and educate the community about cliff safety.

COURTESY OF  MANJARI SHARMA

COURTESY OF MICHAEL TITCHENER

PARENT SPEAKS OUT Continued from p.1

her frustration with the lack 
of communication from the 
district and general avoidance 
of discussing anti-Blackness.

“[Galindo-Roybal] assured 
me she would get in touch 
with [GUSD Assistant 
Super intendent] Amanda 
Martinez, to understand the 
formal process of what should 
happen as far as reporting 
assaults such as these, and that 
she currently was not aware 
of the process and/or if there 
was a report for situations such 
as this,” a Nov. 11 email from 
Sieghart to district employees 
obtained by the Nexus stated. 

Sieghart said she met in person 
with Miller, her son’s teacher, a 
district employee and Brandon 
Elementary School psychologist 
Kevin Delgado on Nov. 14. The 
school offered for Sieghart’s son 
to see the school psychologist 
and to transfer both of Sieghart’s 
children to Ellwood Elementary 
School, another school in the 
district. The school informed 
Sieghart that the Brandon 
School psychologist was not 
versed in racial trauma or 
addressing anti-Blackness, and 
since Ellwood was still within 
GUSD, Sieghart did not accept 
the offers as solutions, she said.

GUSD provided no comment 
on the capacity of their 
counseling staf f to address 
racial trauma. 

“If he can’t support my son 
who has just experienced an 
anti-Black racist attack, then 
how does that help my son? 
And basically, that’s really all 
they offered,” Sieghart said. 

As co-founder of Healing 
Justice Santa Barbara, Sieghart 
offered to connect the school 
with The Healing Space at UC 
Santa Barbara — a group of 

all-Black student clinicians and 
psychologists that offer free 
therapy for Black community 
members. According to The 
Healing Space faculty advisor 
Alison Cerezo, their colleague 
reached out to GUSD and 
was told the district is already 
bringing in a consultant to work 
on anti-Black racism.

Following the Nov. 14 
meeting, Sieghart said she 
received an email from a 
district employee recounting 
the meeting, primarily noting 
that Sieghart and her husband 
denied the offered resources. 
Sieghart said she hasn’t heard 
from them since. 

“I haven’t heard from any 
board members. I haven’t heard 
from the superintendent. I 
haven’t heard from the Pupil 
Services,” Sieghart said. “It’s like 
they all moved on.”

GUSD provided no comment 
on when the last point of 
correspondence with Sieghart 
was.

Since the incident, Sieghart 
ran for an empty seat on the 
Santa Barbara Unif ied School 
District Board of Education 
against Julian Saraf ian, but lost. 

Sieghart urged the district to 
implement anti-racist education 
for their students, along with 
tangible solutions to address 
the systemic anti-Blackness 
af fecting those enrolled in 
GUSD schools.

“I do believe that when things 
like this happen, children have 
to understand the severity of 
it, and I don’t think Brandon, 
the school or Goleta Union 
School District did a good job 
at harnessing this moment and 
using it to reinforce anti-racist 
rhetoric and ideology within 
their system,” Sieghart said.
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The UC Santa Barbara 
Associated Students Senate passed 
a resolution recommending the 
establishment of Lunar New Year 
as a university holiday at UC Santa 
Barbara during the Jan. 11 Senate 
meeting. The resolution, in light 
of the recent Lunar New Year 
holiday, prompted discussion on 
how students on campus celebrate. 

Lunar New Year — falling on Jan. 
22 this year — brings the beginning 
of a new year and wishes based on 
the lunisolar calendar and is widely 
celebrated in China, South Korea 
and Vietnam, among other Asian 
countries. Though the tradition 
is celebrated differently based on 
the respective country, the holiday 
is adorned with lanterns, paper 
cuttings and various dishes like 
rice balls, f ish, dumplings and 
more. 

Third-year Asian American 
studies and communication double 
major and Chinese Student Union 
(CSU) President Caroline Chen 
said that other community events 
for Lunar New Year were planned, 
but the upcoming Lunar New Year 
celebration, hosted by the Asian 
Resource Center, was postponed 
in light of the mass shooting at a 
Monterey Park dance studio on 
the eve of Lunar New Year. 

Chen emphasized that 
ultimately, Lunar New Year 
signifies love and appreciation for 
family. 

“I don’t personally really go 
home. I don’t see my parents as 
much as I want to,” Chen said. 
“So just appreciating the time you 
have with your family and seeing 
relatives and people you don’t see 

as often — that’s the main thing.” 
The resolution — authored 

by third-year economics and 
philosophy double major  Sohum 
Kalia and seconded by second-
year financial mathematics and 
statistics major Xiaoyang Hua —  
follows state legislation passed in 
2022 to recognize Lunar New 
Year as a state holiday. 

“We’re hoping that we can use 
some momentum and push for 
some changes here at UCSB,” 
Second-year political science 
major and Interim External Vice 
President for Local Affairs Billy 
Wu said. 

Associated Students (A.S.) now 
officially recognizes Lunar New 
Year as a university holiday. Kalia 
and Wu are looking to work with 
UCSB administrators to recognize 

the holiday as a university and put 
it on the University of California 
Office of the President holiday 
calendar. 

“[Being a university holiday] 
means everyone would get it off, 
workers don’t have to work if they 
choose not to and [that includes] 
everything that comes with being 
a fully UCOP recognized holiday,” 
Kalia said. 

The resolution also hopes to 
spur celebratory measures similar 
to UCLA, UC Berkeley and UC 
Irvine, which have special dishes 
for Lunar New Year in their dining 
commons in honor of the holiday. 
UCSB implemented this in the 
past but stopped following the 
tradition at the onset of COVID-
19.

“We want to pick it back up and 

start doing the celebration with 
that,” Wu said. 

Wu and Kalia hope the bill 
sparks collaboration between 
A.S. and other campus entities, 
including the International Student 
Association and the Chinese 
Student Association. 

“We’re hoping to get their 
efforts and throw a celebration for 
the coming year,” Wu said. “This 
is all kind of in our early stages 
of planning, but we’re definitely 
researching ways that we can 
make it more of a festivity here on 
campus.” 

Wu said recognizing Lunar New 
Year as a university holiday goes 
beyond the resolution, expressing 
hope that it could build bridges 
within the Asian community at 
UCSB.

“With the pandemic [and] the 
rise of anti-Asian crimes … I think 
this is a perfect bridge that can 
bridge the gap between domestic 
students and international 
students,” Wu said. “We can find 
commonalities and celebrate 
something and bring together the 
community.” 

Such community building has 
already started, according to Wu, 
who said that this resolution 
has prompted conversations 
between A.S. and student campus 
organizations. 

“[UCSB’s Asian communities] 
have never really seen any of this 
momentum or initiative coming 
from our communities,” Wu said. 
“I would say this is probably one of 
the few moments that we see a lot 
of student engagement from the 
most unengaged student groups 
we have on campus.”

As an international student 
himself, Wu said that the 
international student community 
at UCSB is often removed from 
campus activities due to barriers 
of language and culture. 

“They come here, [and] they 
don’t even speak the language or 
they have this cultural barrier. 
So, naturally, they just want to 
hang out with their own people,” 
Wu said. “[International students] 
don’t reach out, and that’s why 
they don’t get represented.” 

Wu spoke of Lunar New Year as 
a lifelong holiday for him and his 
family, reminiscing the celebration 
as a reminder of home. 

“I’ve been celebrating this 
holiday ever since I was born,” 
Wu said. “It’s a happy time for me, 
and whenever I think about it, it’s 
happy memories.” 

Wu said his family’s celebration 
of Lunar New Year begins at 

midnight with dumplings, followed 
by paying respect to his elderly 
family members through burning 
paper money and fireworks. He 
then — like many other cultures — 
receives a red envelope with money 
from his elderly family members 
after expressing gratitude toward 
them.

Chen said she rarely goes home 
for Lunar New Year because 
her family lives far from Santa 
Barbara. Instead, she celebrated 
the holiday this year by gathering 
with her friends. 

“Everyone wrapped dumplings. 
We cooked them and just 
watched some shows together,” 
Chen said. “[Lunar New Year] is 
a good       time to share cultures 
and traditions.” 

To cultivate that sense of 
community among those who 
celebrate Lunar New Year on 
campus, Chen looks forward 
to CSU’s dinner this week to 
commemorate the holiday.

“Everyone’s going to come, 
have some food, have some 
performances, gifts, raff les [and] 
some games, creating a time when 
we can all just be together,” Chen 
said. 

Wu echoed Chen’s sentiment 
of Lunar New Year’s ultimate 
purpose being bringing family and 
community together. 

“Lunar New Year is usually 
celebrated with the idea of peace, 
of joy, of union, people coming 
together and celebrating a new 
beginning,” Wu said. “I think this is 
one of the messages that we want 
to give out to all the students — see 
this as a time that we move past 
our differences, we pass beyond 
how we look, what languages we 
speak and we just come together 
and give out good wishes.” 

Associated Students Senate passes resolution 
recognizing Lunar New Year as holiday

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach 
Editor

The potluck dinner consists of popular Chinese dishes, including mapo tofu, braised ribs, pork belly, 
chicken wings, cabbage and fried tofu. 

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

UCSB FUNDRAISING Continued from p.1

independent auditor of the UCSB 
Foundation and other university 
functions, is itself a Lancaster 
society member, having donated 
over $100,000 to the university, 
public donor records show. 
Their donations have supported 
the university’s economics and 
accounting major, according to 
Reyes.

“PWC is one of several national 
accounting firms that support the 
UC Santa Barbara Economics 
and Accounting Program 
because they recognize the value 
of having a well-educated and 
trained graduate,” Reyes said 
in a statement to the Nexus. 
“The auditing services are not 
connected to the financial support 
of our Economic and Accounting 
Program.”

The Campaign for UC Santa 
Barbara Chancellor Robert A. 
Huttenback f irst attempted a 
long-term fundraising campaign 
for the university in October 1985 
— the goal to raise $107.2 million 
over 10 years through a long-term 
fundraising endeavor dubbed the 
Campaign for UC Santa Barbara, 
a bulletin at the time announced.

Huttenback’s resignation the 
following year and subsequent 
felony embezzlement conviction 
over improper use of university 
funds uncovered by the Nexus 
put a damper on the campaign, 
which did not move forward in 
his absence.

A new private fundraising 
campaign of the same name 
quietly emerged in 2000 under 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang, 
a more successful venture that 
brought in over $1.1 billion during 
its 16-year run, aided by dozens 
of multi-million dollar gifts 
from foundations and wealthy 
individuals.

Gifts of that scale brought with 
them the naming rights of schools, 
buildings and other university 
landmarks: Bren Hall, named for 
billionaire philanthropist Donald 
Bren; Gevirtz Graduate School of 
Education, named for former U.S. 
Ambassador to Fiji Don Gevirtz; 
and Henley Gate and Henley Hall, 
both named for Oracle Chairman 
Jeff Henley.

In the six months leading up 
to the UC Regents meeting, 
the campaign held fundraising 
receptions across the United States. 
The reception locations — Los 
Angeles, New York,  Washington, 
D.C., Orange County, San Diego, 
the Pacific Northwest and the 
Bay Area — were later granted 
their own subcommittees under 
the foundation, run by dozens of 
trustees and others. 

The committees work to engage 
alumni, parents and donors where 
they live and bring the university 
to them, according to Reyes.

The drive for assets in 
recent years has UCSB asking 
for donations of any kind. The 
university encourages potential 
supporters to leave gifts to the 
university upon their death 
— whether that be a stamp 
collection, valuable antique, boat 
or other personal property.

A smaller aspect of UCSB’s 
fundraising efforts involves the 
university cold-calling parents 
and alumni to ask for donations. 
Reading from scripts prepared by 
the university, student workers 
impress upon parents the 
impact donations have on the 
student experience at UCSB and 
underscore the amount donor 
funds contribute to the university 
compared to state tax dollars.

Since the campaign’s end in 
June 2016, UCSB raised over $100 
million annually, aided in its final 
year by the single largest gift 
the university had ever received: 
$65.4 million in stocks gifted by 
billionaire philanthropist Charles 
Munger for his namesake physics 
residence. 

Munger is also expected to 
donate millions more toward 
a massive student dormitory 
called Munger Hall, to which 
he has already contributed an 
undisclosed amount of funding. 
In return for his millions, Munger 
is set to receive not just the 
naming rights of the building, as is 
common, but extensive input over 
its controversial near-windowless 
design.

The future of UCSB 
fundraising

UCSB announced last week 

that longtime trustee and donor 
John Arnhold will now chair 
the foundation. Arnhold and his 
wife, Jody Arnhold, gifted over 
$5 million to the university for a 
tennis center in their name that 
opened in 2021. UCSB also offered 
donors the opportunity to get the 
naming rights of the two center 
courts and two locker rooms at 
$250,000 apiece.

The announcement also 
introduced four new trustees to 
the foundation: Chris Fletcher, a 
real estate investor; Paul Graziano, 
managing senior partner at a 
local law firm; Wenbin Jiang, the 
CEO of Cytek Biosciences; and 
Hongjun Zhu, an entrepreneur.

Another billionaire provided 
UCSB with one of its largest ever 
donations last year. Marc Benioff, 
the CEO of Salesforce and owner 
of Time magazine, and his wife 
Lynne Benioff, a philanthropist 
and director with the UC San 
Francisco Foundation, donated 
$60 million to support ocean 
science research at the university 
and received the naming rights 
of UCSB’s existing Marine 
Biotechnology Laboratory.

Additional high-profile gifts 
already in the pipeline position 
UCSB to embark on a second 
long-term fundraising campaign 
expected to publicly launch in 
2025, the university informed the 
UC Regents in a   Jan. 18 meeting.

The 2010s saw a fundraising 
average of $110 million annually. 
Under its second fundraising 
campaign, UCSB hopes to bring 
in an annual average of $200 
million between 2025 and 2031, 
further increasing the proportion 
of its budget supplied by donor 
funding.

 “UC Santa Barbara will always 
be a campus that serves California, 
and support from people who 
believe in our mission is becoming 
more critical than ever,” Yang said 
in a statement to the Nexus. “As 
we look toward the future, private 
philanthropy, which complements 
state funding, will help us fulfill 
our shared vision of advancing 
excellence in teaching, research, 
and public service with wide-
ranging impact.”
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The UC Santa Barbara women’s 
swim team is an NCAA Division 
I team that competes under the 
Swimming & Diving - Mountain 
Pacif ic Sports Federation 
Conference. Since the 1950s, the 
UCSB women’s swim team has 
consisted of swimmers mainly 
from California and a number 
from out of state. 

Over the past 10 years, the Gaucho 
women have earned huge victories 
in and out of the pool. While 
winning multiple conference titles 
and having NCAA and Olympic 
Trials qualif iers, the Gaucho 
swimmers have also been able 
to stay academically competitive 
and sustain high quarterly GPAs. 
The women’s swim team has also 
shown notable improvements in 
their average GPAs. 

The College Swimming & 
Diving Coaches Association of 
America (CSCAA) is an official 
intercollegiate swimming and 
diving committee that announces 
the quarterly or semesterly GPAs 
every year for all the collegiate 
swimming and diving teams from 
Divisions I to III. With a minimum 
3.0 GPA, CSCAA selects collegiate 
teams for CSCAA’s Scholar All-
America, an honorary award for 
not only the swim team but also 
the university. 

Since 2012, the high GPAs of the 
UCSB women’s swim team have 
allowed them to be selected as a 
Scholar All-America Team, which 
is awarded after each fall and 
winter quarter. The team’s GPAs 
are shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1
Analyzing the bar graph 

in Figure 1, there is a positive 

increase in the team’s GPA for 
both quarters over the last 10 
years. 

In the 2012-13 school year, the 
Gaucho women originally finished 
their fall quarter with an average 
GPA slightly above 3.0, but in the 
2020-21 school year, they were 
able to set a record-high average 
GPA of 3.62 in the winter. 

Another finding from the data 
is that the team tends to have 
a higher average GPA in the 
winter than in the fall. Although 
some quarterly GPAs were not 
published in earlier years, it is still 
evident that there is a significant 
rise throughout the years. 

Figure 2
The bar graph in Figure 2 shows 

the gradual growth of the Gaucho 
women’s GPA. This pattern follows 
the trend from Figure 1, since both 
their fall and winter quarter GPAs 
were increasing every school year. 

In the 2012-13 school year, 
the UCSB women’s swim team 
finished the year with a 3.05 GPA. 
Over nine school years, the team 
managed to improve their annual 
GPA by 0.495, hitting a 3.545 
annual GPA in the 2021-22 school 
year. The overall average GPA 
from the nine recorded years is 
3.29. 

The greatest change in annual 
GPA number occurred between 
the 2018-19 and 2019-20 school 
years, when the Gaucho women 
bumped up their GPA by 0.165. 
That is why the bar graph shows 
a slight upward curving trend 
during those years.

Figure 3
Figure 3 depicts the average 

change in GPA of the team. 
Note that the GPA change from 
the previous year on the graph 
is positive, meaning the team’s 
GPA has been increasing every 
year. For example, the GPA in 

the 2013-14 school year increased 
by 0.075 from the 2012-13 school 
year. The cumulative GPA change 
over the 10 years is the area under 
the curve of Figure 3. The total 
cumulative change is roughly 0.50 
improvement over the years.

The COVID-19 pandemic, 
which resulted in online school 
for the end of the 2019-20 school 
year and the entirety of the 2020-
21 year, inf luenced the year inside 
and outside of school. 

“Not being able to talk to my 
professors face to face or have 
discussions with my classmates 
made me feel lost at times,” said 
Gillian Flath, senior member 
and co-team captain of the 
UCSB women’s swim team. “It 
was sometimes difficult to stay 
engaged over Zoom.” 

Mark Stori, a UCSB women’s 
swimming assistant coach, 
emphasized the team’s ability to 
adapt to the challenges presented 
by COVID-19.

“[The athletes] had to learn to 
adapt to Zoom and not having 
a set schedule for classes and 
studying,” Stori said. “Creating a 
set schedule for classes and staying 
on top of their assignments took 
some time to master.”

Interestingly enough, all three 
f igures show how the year 
2020 actually made the biggest 
conspicuous spike from its previous 
year compared to the other school 
years for the swimmers. In Figure 
1, the winter quarter GPA was 
raised by 0.23, from the 2019-20 
year. Similarly, the Fall Quarter 
2020 GPA was 0.25 higher than 
the Fall Quarter 2019.  Regarding 
the GPA change from the prior 
year as shown in Figure 3, the 
Gauchos’ GPAs increased by 0.165 
from the 2019-20 year. 

When in season, the Gaucho 
women have to dedicate up to 20 
hours in their weekly schedule for 
practices, in addition to traveling 
for swim meets or community 
work.  The long hours make it 
harder for the swimmers to spend 
time studying for their classes.

Reagan Nibarger, junior member 
and co-team captain, admitted  
how the rigorous hours of training 
makes classes more diff icult, 
saying, “Taking hard courses can 
be super challenging when you are 
training 20 plus hours a week and 
traveling on the weekend.” 

However, even though  in-person 
lectures, TA sessions, office hours, 
classroom engagements and 
resources, such as the library and 
CLAS, were no longer available for 
the athletes due to quarantine laws, 
the COVID-19 pandemic gave the 
swimmers time away from the 
pool to really focus on school 
work. This meant the Gauchos 
no longer needed to spend their 

20 hours on swimming-related 
purposes.

“Not having long hours of 
practice helped me feel like I had 
more time to do things outside of 
swimming,” Flath stated.

 It can be said that this allowed 
the swim team to excel in their 
remote classes and achieve a high 
3.62 GPA for Winter Quarter 2020. 

The team GPAs are mostly 
higher in the winter quarter 
relative to the fall, which can be 
explained by the layout of the 
collegiate swim season.

During the winter quarter, the 
team competes throughout all 
of January and half of February. 
Swimming is mainly considered 
a winter sport, as more dual and 
championship meets take place 
over those busy one and a half 
months. 

As such, the Gauchos pick 
their winter classes carefully, 
typically aiming for fewer classes 
(but still meeting NCAA’s 12-unit 
requirement), and also easier, more 
f lexible ones. This strategy allows 
the swimmers to have more time 
for competitions and training, as 
well as a more lenient schedule to 
reduce academic stress.

“Winter quarter is a little more 
stressful than fall quarter as [the 
swim team is] traveling more and 
getting ready for our conference 
meet in the middle of February, 
so the quarter seems to f ly by,” 
Nibarger said.

To explain the GPA 
improvements as a whole, coaches 
continue to emphasize academics 
by requiring study hall hours for 
their swimmers. Swimmers are 
required to work and study at 
the Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA) 
building’s study hall for at least 
eight hours a week for freshmen, 
and a given number of hours for 
returners that have a GPA below 
3.0 in their previous quarter. 

By doing this, the women’s swim 
team has both time and access to 
an optimal study environment. In 
addition, having new academic 
advisors that enforce good grades 
over the last couple of years has 
allowed the team to seek advice 
and plan out their classes and 
academic careers while also being 
successful in the water. 

“The athletic department has 
been super helpful with helping 
all the student athletes stay on 
top of their GPAs, workload and 
relationships with their teachers 
all while being communicative 
with their coaches,” Nibarger said.

In addition to the athletic 
department’s support for the 
athletes, there’s a strong dynamic 
between upper- and lowerclassmen 
when seeking academic assistance 
and advice.

“The older swimmers will offer 

advice to younger swimmers on 
how to manage their time better,” 
Stori said. “By their sophomore 
year, swimmers learn how to 
balance school and swim.”

Overall, the UCSB women’s 
swim team has made significant 
progress with their GPAs. 
Collegiate swimming requires a 
lot of time and sacrifice, being 
that they are in-season during 

both the fall and winter quarters. 
Regardless, the Gauchos have 
shown that they could maintain 
good grades and continue raising 
their quarterly and annual GPAs 
within the last 10 years. While 
there is still room for growth, 
the team is excited to continue 
to improve their GPAs and earn 
the title of a Scholar All-America 
team.

UCSB women’s swim team excels in academics 
over past decade

Michelle Tekawy
Staff Writer
Alice Zhang
Staff Writer

MICHELLE TEKAWY / 
DAILY NEXUS 

Displayed in Figure 1 is the average GPA for the UCSB women’s 
swim team from Fall Quarter 2012 to Winter Quarter 2022. The data 
is obtained from Scholar All-America’s website. Data from Spring 
Quarter 2022 is not studied in this article since collegiate swimming is 
not in season during this quarter. In Figure 1, the blue bars represent 
the women’s average GPA for the fall quarter of the given year 
(September to December), and the yellow bars are similar, but for the 
winter quarter of the same given year (January to March). Note that 
some bars are left empty to represent unavailable data for that year 
or quarter. 
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Figure 3 depicts the average change in GPA of the team. Note that 
the GPA change from the previous year on the graph is positive, 
meaning the team’s GPA has been increasing every year. For 
example, the GPA in the 2013-14 school year increased by 0.075 
from the 2012-13 school year. The cumulative GPA change over the 
10 years is the area under the curve of Figure 3. The total cumulative 
change is roughly 0.50 improvement over the years.

Figure 2 shows another graph representing the team’s GPA, but 
combining the average of fall and winter quarters. If only one 
quarter’s GPA is provided for a school year then the average for that 
given year is only the given quarter’s GPA. 
*Data is empty for the years 2014-15 since it is not given in the 
source.
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Con los estudiantes 
regresando al campus para 
hacer arrancar el trimestre 
del invierno de 2023, comprar 
comestibles está en la mente de 
todos. 

Aunque se espera que 
algunos suministros tengan 
una alta demanda temporal 
y sean dif íciles de obtener 
durante este tiempo, los huevos 
son especialmente bajos en 
suministro y extrañamente 
costosos. 

Cuando uno tenga que 
sacrif icar su marca favorita de 
mantequilla por una alternativa, 
encontrará que hay una opción 
aún más limitada para los 
huevos. Donde la provisión 
limitada está reabastecido, los 
precios son increíblemente 
altos en relación con el pasado.

 Los estantes vacíos y los 
altos precios han afectado los 
mercados no solo de California, 
sino del país. El culpable de la 
situación es un brote patógeno 
de inf luenza aviar, o gripe aviar, 
que ha estado plagando las 
poblaciones de aves domésticas 
durante el último año.

Los brotes de inf luenza aviar 
no son raros. El último gran 
caso ocurrió en el 2015, durando 
del 11 diciembre del 2014 al 
16 de enero del 2015, según 
los informes registrados por el 
Departamento de Agricultura 
(USDA).

“Aprox imadamente 7.4 
millones pavos y 43 millones 
ovíparos, así como un 
número limitado de parvadas 
mezcladas de aves domésticas, 
fueron afectados por la 
IAAP y murieron a causa 
de la enfermedad o fueron 
despoblados como parte de la 
respuesta,” según el “Reporte 
Final para el brote de inf luenza 
aviar altamente de 2014-2015” de 
USDA. “Este brote fue el brote 
de HPAI más grande de todos 
los tiempos registrados en los 
Estados Unidos y posiblemente 
el evento de la salud animal 
más signif icado en la historia 
de los Estados Unidos.” 

Aunque el brote de 2015-15 
tuvo impactos devastadores 
en las poblaciones de aves 
domésticas y de aves silvestres, 
la enfermedad fue contenido 
en los pocos meses del primer 
reporte.

 El caso actual continúa 
persistiendo y duró a través 
de la mayoría de 2022 desde el 
primer detección en febrero de 
ese año. Según el reportaje de 
USDA, que se actualizó en el 17 
de enero del 2023, se conf irmó 

que el recuento de 781,416 
aves fueron afectados solo en 
California y 57.86 millones en 
47 de los 50 estados.

Con una depoblación tan 
rápida de aves que los tenderos 
y los individuos dependen para 
un suministro de los huevos, 
sus precios han aumentado 
continuamente. 

Según el USDA, “ las 
depoblac iones en los 
instalaciones comerciales han 
disminuído el suministro de 
los huevos domésticos en un 
promedio alrededor de 7.4 por 
ciento cada mes desde empezó 
el brote”, Urner Barry, uno 
de los reporteros principales 
de los datos del mercado de 
alimentos, muestra que el punto 
de referencia para los precios 
de los huevos alcanzó casi $5 
en diciembre del 2022, mientras 
que el cartón equivalente fue 
menos de $2 el año anterior.

La reducción rápida de 
los precios de los huevos en 
enero se puede atribuir a la 
demanda especialmente alta 
durante el f in del año, cuando 
la gente pasa más tiempo libre 
cocinando y horneando durante 
las vacaciones.

La inf luenza aviar no es el 
único factor que ha afectado en 
gran medida el estado actual 
del suministro de los huevos.

Otras causas incluyen 
el aumento en el precio de 
gasolina, alimento y embalaje, 
así como una demanda 
constantemente alta, según un 
reporte de KCRA3 en el 29 de 
diciembre del 2022.

La demanda de vacaciones ha 
ejercido una presión adicional 
en los precios mayoristas. 
Aunque la demanda anual 
es fuerte, “a medida que 
pasa la demanda máxima de 
vacaciones, se espera que los 
precios mayoristas bajarán.” 

A pesar de esta poca victoria 
esperada, la gente continúa 
buscando el producto popular 
de comestibles sin éxito. 

Con el decreciente rápido del 
suministro y la demanda de los 
huevos generalmente constante 
durante todo el año, se espera 
que la situación empeorará un 
poco antes de mejorar. 

Es proyectado que el brote 
continúe plagando las parvadas 
hasta bien entrado este año, 
según Brian Ernest, el principal 
economista de la proteína 
animal de CoBank. 

“Vamos a ver una situación 
de suministro ajustada y un 
ambiente de precios elevados 
en el futuro”, af irmó. Si la 
enfermedad disminuye y el 
suministro aumenta, aún tomará 
tiempo volver a los precios al 
menudeo del pasado.
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El condado de Santa Bárbara 
lucha con el resultado de la 
tormenta de lluvia la cual causó 
hundimiento y deslave y requiere 
varias operaciones de rescate tras 
la región. 

El condado de Santa Bárbara 
(SBC) fue testigo de cifras 
históricas de lluvia el 9 de enero, 
con seis a 12 pulgadas de lluvia 
desde el Paso de San Marcos 
hasta la costa y en la ciudad de 
Santa Bárbara, de acuerdo al jefe 
del Departamento de Bomberos 
de SBC, Mark Hartwig. 

El Servicio de Clima Nacional 
reportó entre 15 y 25 pulgadas 
de lluvia en las faldas y 7 a 12 
pulgadas de lluvia a lo largo de 
la costa durante las últimas dos 
semanas. 

El departamento de bomberos 
de SBC recibió más de 400 
llamadas telefónicas para servicio 
y 100 llamadas telefónicas para 
rescates acuáticos tras el condado 
desde el 9 de enero, de la cual 
ninguna resultó en muerte o 

heridas, de acuerdo con Hartwig. 
Áreas donde ocurrieron los 

rescates incluyeron el Valle Santa 
Ynez, Santa Maria, Alisal Road e 
Isla Vista entre otros. 

Entre los 100, habían tres 
rescates acuáticos confirmados 
realizados en Isla vista que el 
departamento de bomberos y las 
fuerzas del orden respondieron 
activamente. 

En Isla Vista, varios surfistas y 
kayakistas intentaron ir al océano 
durante la tormenta de invierno, 
quedando varados a lo largo de 
los acantilados y requiriendo 
asistencia de emergencia. 

Había tres rescates acuáticos 
reportados, con un surf ista 
quedándose varados en los 
acantilados de Del Playa Drive, 
un surfista atrapado en la playa 
de Goleta Beach y dos kayakistas 
varados en los acantilados de Del 
Playa Drive. 

Oficial de Información Pública 
del Departamento de Bomberos 
de SBC, Scott Safechuck enfatizó 
los peligros de nadar o surfear 
durante la tormenta en referencia 
al incidente reciente en Isla Vista, 
diciendo que estas decisiones 
provocan heridas potenciales de 

ambas víctimas y el personal de 
rescate. 

“Puede que no hayan sentido 
el peligro en el que estaban, pero 
debido a las piedras expuestas 
que están allí abajo y la falta de 
luz ... representa un gran riesgo 
no solo para [las víctimas] sino 
también para los rescatistas que 
estaban allí”, Safechuck dijo. 

Otras llamadas para rescates 
acuáticos incluyen conductores 
varados en sus vehículos en 
intersecciones hundidas y 
necesitando asistencia en 
secciones de agua alta cerca de 
arroyos y ríos.

El nivel de agua del lago 
Cachuma subió de 37% a plena 
capacidad, con el potencial de 
extenderse en caso de lluvia 
adicional.

Algunas carreteras principales 
seguían cerradas, incluyendo 
la autopista 154 en ambas 
direcciones y la autopista Old 
Coast en la 101.

Previamente, las rutas 
siguiendo la autopista 101 fueron 
cerradas debido a las condiciones 
de hundimiento: La 101 en 
dirección norte se cerró en la 
salida 33 a través de Santa Claus 

Lane, la 101 en dirección norte 
se cerró en Winchester Canyon 
Road y la 101 en dirección sur se 
cerró en Milpas. 

Después del 17 de enero, 
el condado espera ver un 
período seco y ha cambiado 
su estrategia de respuesta para 
centrarse en la recuperación y 
la reconstrucción en lugar de 
órdenes de emergencia, según la 
Oficial de Información Pública 
de la Oficina Ejecutiva de SBC, 
Kelsey Buttitta. 

Las cuadrillas de varios 
departamentos están evaluando 
activamente los daños y tomando 
informes de los propietarios 
individuales.

El condado también cerró sus 
albergues – disponibles para los 
evacuados durante el evento 
atmosférico del río – después de 
ver la falta de necesidad entre la 
comunidad. 

El centro de evacuación en el 
Wake Campus del Colegio de la 
Ciudad de Santa Bárbara alcanzó 
capacidad durante la tormenta, 
proveyendo albergue a más de 
100 individuos. Actualmente 
organizaciones locales están 
asistiendo al resto de residentes 
que han sido desplazados para 
que tengan viviendas, según 
Buttitta.

En readysbc.org, la Oficina de 
Manejo de Emergencias de SBC 
ofrece una ubicación centralizada 
para recursos y servicios 
comunitarios relacionados con la 
recuperación de tormentas.

Aunque casi todas las acciones 
de protección se han levantado 
en el condado, las propiedades 
de Del Playa Road junto al mar 
todavía se destacan como un 
“área de preocupación” en el 
mapa de incidentes de tormenta 
del condado debido a su ubicación 
vulnerable.

Buttitta dijo que el condado 
considera que los acantilados son 
“extremadamente peligrosos” 
durante la tormenta y ha 
advertido a los residentes de Isla 
Vista que eviten los patios y 
las características al aire libre 
a lo largo de los acantilados, y 
que se mantengan alejados de 
los acantilados después de la 
actividad de la tormenta.
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Esqueleto humano 
encontrado en el Campus de 
UC Berkeley 

Un esqueleto humano fue 
descubierto en el campus Kerr 
de UC Berkeley el 10 de enero. 
Los restos mortales fueron 
encontrados en un edificio de 
eventos que no ha sido usado 
por años, administradores 
universitarios les dijo a Noticias 
ABC. 

“Aunque los restos mortales 
fueron esqueletizados, no está 
claro cuántos años han estado 
allí,” un portavoz de UC Berkeley 
dijo en un comunicado.

El departamento de policías 
de UC y el escritorio forense del 
condado Alameda han abierto 
investigaciones acerca de los 
restos, de acuerdo a Noticias 
ABC. 

Varias Facultad de Derecho 
de la UC se retiran de las 
clasificaciones de U.S. News & 
World Report 

Las facultades de derecho de 
UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
UC Irvine y UC Davis ya no 
enviarán datos al ranking anual 
de escuelas de derecho de U.S. 

News & World Report, informó 
el LA Times en noviembre.

“La s c la s i f icac iones 
desincentivan a las escuelas 
de apoyar carreras de servicio 
público para sus graduados, 
construir una población 
estudiantil diversa y otorgar 
ayuda f inanciera basada en la 
necesidad”, el decano interino 
de la Facultad de Derecho de 
UCLA, Russell Korobkin, dijo en 
un comunicado a la comunidad 
del campus.

Según el LA Times, al menos la 
mitad de las 20  escuelas principales 
de derecho de Noticias EE.UU. 
incluidas la  Universidad de Yale, 
la Universidad de Stanford, la 
Universidad de Harvard y la 
Universidad de Columbia, se 
retiraron de las clasif icaciones y 
citaron problemas de larga data 
con la metodología. 

“Las clasif icaciones de U.S. 
News desalientan a las escuelas 
de derecho de inscribir cuerpos 
estudiantiles más diversos 
y de ninguna manera valoran 
las facultades de derecho más 
diversas”, el decano de la Facultad 
de Derecho de UC Davis, Kevin 
Johnson, dijo en una carta del 28 
de noviembre.

UC Davis contrata nuevo 
vicerrector y decano de 
educación de pregrado

Michael Braford fue nombrado 
como vicerrector y decano de 
educación de pregrado, la rectora 
y vicecanciller ejecutiva Mary 
Croughan anunció el martes 17 
de enero.

Bradford reemplazará al 
Vicerrector Interino y Decano 
de Educación de Pregrado John 
Marx, y comenzará el 21 de 
febrero.

“La pasión de Michael por crear 
un ambiente para experiencias 
excepcionales de pregrado para 
todos los estudiantes lo convierte 
en un activo increíble para nuestro 
equipo y para esta universidad”, 

dijo Croughan en su declaración.
Bradford anteriormente se 

desempeñó como vicerrector de 
desarrollo de profesores, personal 
y estudiantes en la Universidad de 
Connecticut desde el año 2020. 
Inicialmente se unió a UConn 
como profesor asistente de artes 
dramáticas en el 2000 y fue 
jefe del departamento de Artes 
Dramáticas del 2017 al 2020.

“Me siento profundamente 
honrado de unirme a una 
universidad con una historia 
tan larga de proporcionar a los 
estudiantes una educación de 
clase mundial”,  Bradford dijo.
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Corrientes altas en Sandspit en la estela de la tormenta. 

PABLO VAN DYCK / DAILY NEXUS 

ese año. Según el reportaje de 
USDA, que se actualizó en el 17 
de enero del 2023, se conf irmó 

suministro aumenta, aún tomará 
tiempo volver a los precios al 
menudeo del pasado.

BLAKE ALLEN  / DAILY NEXUS 

NEXUS FILE GRAPHIC



SPORTS
After a successful season that 

began with being crowned the 
pre-season Super Bowl favorites, 
the Buffalo Bills season ended in 

disappointment with a 27-10 playoff 
loss to the Cincinnati Bengals. 

Buffalo will need to improve if they 
want to finally win it all.

Armchair QB
The men’s tennis team and both cross-

country squads will be in action this 
weekend, warming up for their respective 

seasons. Tennis kicks off on Thursday while 
cross-country competes on Saturday.

UCSB Athletics

Thursday, January 26, 2023 7SportsDaily Nexus

NFL weekend was back and 
better than ever on Jan. 21 with 
many star-studded players trying 
to lead their respective teams to the 
conference championship round.

The Eagles hosted the 49ers 
and the Chiefs hosted the Bengals 
after each were victorious in 
their divisional matchups.

In the f irst matchup on Jan. 21, 
the Kansas City Chiefs were able 
to take down a young Jacksonville 
Jaguars squad 27-20 led by their 

second-year quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence. The match had a scare 
mid-game when star quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes’ ankle was hurt 
by an opposing player. Backup 
quarterback Chad Henne was 
able to come in for a drive and 
lead the Chiefs to a touchdown. 
The Chiefs were able to hold on 
to a one-touchdown lead in their 
victory with a hurt Mahomes. 

“Honestly, I’m not stoked. Ever 
since watching my Chargers 
collapse to the Jags, football 
hasn’t been the same,” third-year 
economics major Ben Kessler 
said.  

Many NFL fans shared the 
same feeling about the second 
game of the day. In the night 
game, the Philadelphia Eagles 
provided a snoozefest for the fans 
as they dismantled a struggling 
New York Giants defense in a 
38-7 blowout victory. 

A week after the Giants’ 
quarterback Daniel Jones had 
a masterclass performance, 
it seemed he couldn’t get 
anything going against a stout 
Eagles defense, throwing for 
only 135 yards and adding an 
interception to his line. The 
Eagles’ quarterback Jalen Hurts 
had a near f lawless game, with 
two passing touchdowns and one 
rushing touchdown.

Jan. 22 marked the start of 
the following games. The f irst 
matchup was another blowout, 
with the Cincinnati Bengals 
taking care of the Buffalo Bills 
27-10. In the debate between 
quarterbacks Joe Burrow and 
Josh Allen, Burrow has come 
out on top once again, beating 

his counterpart by throwing for 
242 yards and two touchdowns 
in their victory. Bills star receiver 
Stefon Diggs was barely featured 
in their loss, catching just four 
passes for 35 yards. In a snowy 
affair throughout the game, some 
have wondered if the weather 
played a factor.

The f inal game of the weekend 
featured a defensive affair, 
featuring the San Francisco 49ers 
hosting the Dallas Cowboys. 
The 49ers defense prevailed in 
the match, coming out with 
the 19-12 victory. There was 
questionable play from the 
Dallas Cowboys’ quarterback 
Dak Prescott, as he threw two 
interceptions, with one resulting 
in a 49ers touchdown in the 
ensuing drive. A tight end for the 
49ers’ George Kittle provided the 
biggest impact on the f ield for 
the team, catching f ive passes for 
95 receiving yards. The Cowboys 
were kept in the game with 
dynamic plays from their wide 
receiver CeeDee Lamb, racking 
up 117 yards.

“[What an] action packed 
weekend. Boy, oh boy, was that 
exhilarating. As a niners fan, 
I’ve never been happier, and I 
just feel so lucky to get to watch 
Brock Purdy huck the pigskin for 
another week after that big win,” 
fourth-year communications 
major Grant Norma stated after 
the victory. 

Fans should gear up for 
championship weekend as the 
49ers take on the Eagles and 
the Bengals travel to Arrowhead 
Stadium to take on the Kansas 
City Chiefs.

In their six games at the 
season-opening 2023 Winter 
Invite, the UC Santa Barbara 
women’s water polo team made 
it abundantly clear that they 
are better than the rankings 
would suggest.

The Gauchos entered the 
weekend ranked No.19 in 
the nation by the Collegiate 
Water Polo Association 
(CWPA). At the Invite, they 
showcased persistence and 
elite togetherness across their 
six dominant performances, in 
f ive of which they emerged 
victorious.

UCSB started off the 
weekend with two games on 
Jan 20., shutting out Cal State 
Monterey Bay 14-0 and beating 
Concordia University Irvine 
15-5 in a similarly commanding 
fashion. The Gauchos then 
defeated UC Merced with a 
remarkable 22-0 score on Jan. 
21.

The Gauchos’ next 
opponent, Indiana University 
Bloomington, was expected to 
end UCSB’s win streak, given 
their No. 14 CWPA ranking. 
However, despite being placed 
f ive spots below Indiana, the 
Gauchos used their momentum 
from their previous three games 
to pull off a 13-10 upset victory.

“We knew Indiana was going 
to be one of our toughest games 
of the weekend, so that was 
the game [where] everybody 
needed to come together,” 
redshirt senior utility Caitlyn 
Snyder said. “Everyone was on 
the same page; everyone wanted 
to win. I think one of the big 
things was the momentum in 
the f irst quarter [continuing] all 
the way through — everyone was 
consistent with their playing 
defensively and offensively.”

After cruising past Ottawa 
University 18-6  on Jan. 22, 
the Gauchos faced UCLA, 
whom the CWPA ranked No. 
3. While UCSB ultimately 
fell short with a f inal score 
of 11-6, the group was able 
to compete against a talented 
opponent, an impressive feat 
that appropriately concluded 
an overall successful invite for 
the Gauchos.

“I think the UCLA game was 
a great way to end,” Snyder 
said. “Obviously we didn’t end 
up winning, but UCLA is an 
amazing team, and just for us to 
be only down by one going into 
the fourth quarter, it was huge 
to show that we can compete 
with anyone.”

Snyder, named a 2022 Division 
I All-American Honorable 
Mention, played a pivotal role in 
the team’s success throughout 

the weekend, totaling 20 goals 
across their six games.

The team also experienced 
standout performances from 
sophomore center Imani 
Clemons, who scored 3 of 
the Gauchos’ 6 goals against 
UCLA, and redshirt sophomore 
utility Leigh Lyter contributed 
4 points in UCSB’s pivotal win 
over Indiana.

While accomplishments from 
individual players certainly 
aided the team in achieving a 
5-1 win-loss record, the leading 
factor in the Gauchos’ success 
throughout the weekend was 
their ability to work as a unit.

“Our chemistry was good, 
but now I believe that it’s 
great,” Snyder said. “We all 
have the same goal, and that 
goal is winning a Big West 
Championship, and when 
everyone has the same goal, 

anybody is willing to do 
anything to achieve that goal.”

UCSB players still have a long 
season ahead of them before 
the Big West Championship. 
The team’s next challenge will 
take place from Jan. 27-29 at the 
Princeton Invite. Coming off 
a strong start to their season, 
the Gauchos hope to continue 
improving and eventually turn 
their goal into a reality.

“Every game you play, win 
or loss, you’re gonna gain 
something out of it and learn 
from those things,” Snyder said. 
“I think we still have a lot 
to learn and [there are] more 
things we can do to improve 
offensively and defensively, 
but everybody [is] believing 
in each other and supporting 
each other and as long as we 
continue that, we’re going to 
hopefully reach our goal.”

NFL 2023 Divisional Round results
The UC Santa Barbara men’s 

basketball team was back in the 
Thunderdome to take on Cal 
State Bakersf ield on Jan. 21. The 
Gauchos sent fans home happy 
as they sealed their 16th victory 
of the season comfortably with 
a score of 76-58.

Senior forward Miles Norris 
started the Gauchos out on the 
right foot as he won the tip-off 
and nailed a 3-pointer to put 
the Gauchos up early.

From that point on, the game 
became a close battle. With 11 
minutes left in the f irst half, 
graduate forward Andre Kelly 
made a jump shot to tie the 
score at 13-13. Sophomore 
guard Cole Anderson then 
swished a 3-pointer to make it 
16-15.

UCSB soon pulled away 
with a slight lead, but the 
Roadrunners cut the def icit by 
1 point after freshman forward 
Koat Keat Tong was called for 
a technical foul for f lopping. 
CSUB knocked down the free 
throw, making the score 21-20.

The Gauchos f ired on all 
cylinders as they went on 
an 18-4 run to end the f irst 
half. The Gauchos led 39-24, 
with Norris and Anderson 
contributing 9 points each to 
the team. 

Coming out of the locker 
room, UCSB continued to pour 
it on. With 9 minutes left in the 
game, senior guard Josh Pierre-
Louis had everyone rise to their 
feet as he did an acrobatic layup 
to extend the Gauchos’ lead to 
62-41.

A little scuff le arose when  
sophomore guard Ajay Mitchell 
was fouled hard mid-court, 
where 2 possessions earlier, he 
was fouled in the air, causing 
some shoulder discomfort. 
Mitchell walked away f ine, but 2 
technical fouls were distributed 
in the aftermath. One of the 
technical fouls was on Kelly. 

From there on, it was smooth 
sailing as the Gauchos went on 
to win 76-58, pushing their win 
streak to 3 games and landing 
themselves at 1st place in the 
Big West Conference standings.

Norris dominated the whole 
game as he f inished with 24 
points, making 10 of 13 shots. 
Norris also led the team in 7 
rebounds, 2 assists and 1 steal. 

Anderson also f inished with 
double digits in points. He 
f inished with 11 points, and 
went 3-for-6 from behind the 
arc. 

Mitchell and Pierre-Louis also 
played well as they f inished with 
8 points each. Mitchell f inished 
with 4 assists, and Pierre-Louis 
f inished with 6 rebounds. 

Norris spoke about the team’s 
next matchup against the 
University of Hawai’i. 

“Oh yeah, I’m def initely f ired 
up for that. It’s always a fun 
game,” said Norris about the 
upcoming match. “The crowd 
is always loud. We know it’s 
a hard place to play. But you 
know, it’s always an exciting 
game. So, I think everybody’s 
looking forward to that this 
week.”

The Gauchos will head over 
to Hawai’i on Thursday, Jan. 
26. The game will be streamed 
on ESPN+.

Garret Harcourt 
Sports Editor

  Isaiah Ochoa
  Staff Writer

Norris shows 
out at home as 
Gauchos defeat 
Roadrunners 

Joe Burrow right before the deep pass to Tee Higgins downfield. 

   Alex Levin
   Copy Editor

UCSB women’s water polo wins 
5 of 6 at Winter Invite

UCSB looks to score on the counter attack.

Nexus File Photo

Senior forward Miles Norris connects on a three-pointer.

MADDY FANGIO / DAILY NEXUS

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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Warning: Spoilers Ahead

Six criminals band together to 
rob one of the largest security 
firms in the world. A story of 
betrayal, greed and suspense  
creates “Kaleidoscope” — a 
modern version of the classic heist 
story created by Eric Garcia.

Yet, this eight-episode 
miniseries, released by Netf lix on 
Jan. 1, has one factor that sets it 
apart from others in the genre: it 
follows a non-linear format. All 
episodes are shuff led in an order 
unique to the viewer. 

Here’s how the show works: 
Each episode is a color, which 
mimics the multi-colored aspect 
of a kaleidoscope, the show’s 
namesake. Every viewer starts 
with “Black,” a minute-long trailer 
explaining the concept, and ends 
with “White,” the universal series 
finale. The middle episodes are all 
randomly shuff led. This creates 
a different watching experience 
for each viewer. With there 
being 5,040 possible episode 
combinations, viewers are tasked 
with solving their own distinctive 
puzzle as the season progresses. 
With a fascinating concept but 
an overall  confusing outcome, 
“Kaleidoscope” makes for a bold 
and occasionally disappointing 
watch.

The series is led by Giancarlo 
Esposito, who portrays master 

thief Ray Vernon. Vernon is a 
family man with a talent for theft, 
but his double life backfires when 
a heist goes wrong and results 
in the death of his wife. Because 
of this, Vernon is arrested 
and separated from his young 
daughter, Hannah. Meanwhile, 
his heist partner, played by Rufus 
Sewell, remains free and goes on 
to become Roger Salas, CEO of 
the security firm SLS. 

This backstory, which is 
portrayed in the episode “Violet,” 

is the catalyst for all the events 
that follow. Vernon ends up 
escaping from prison and adopts 
the name “Leo Pap.” Over the 
years, he assembles a crew and 
plots his revenge on Roger Salas 
in the form of an elaborate heist. 
Yet this time, Vernon’s focus is 
not stealing money — he sets out 
to rob Salas of the life Vernon 
never got. 

Esposito is the obvious 
standout in the series. Best known 
for his role as narcotics dealer 

Gustavo Fring in “Breaking Bad,” 
Esposito has received critical 
acclaim for his complex and 
layered performances. His work 
in “Kaleidoscope” is no exception. 
Esposito’s portrayal of Ray 
Vernon adds much-needed depth, 
providing the master thief with 
subtle vulnerability and allowing 
the audience to sympathize with 
him. He f lawlessly paints the 
portrait of a bitter and broken 
man whose past continues to 
haunt him for the next 24 years. 

Roger Salas acts as the 
perfect foil to Esposito’s Vernon. 
Sewell portrays the villainous 
Salas as calm, calculated and 
complicated. He is not oblivious 
to his wrongdoings but is 
determined to maintain his clean 
image and move on from the 
past. Meanwhile, Vernon, the 
one who actually suffered the 
consequences, refuses to let the 
past be forgotten. 

However, despite the unique 
format, “Kaleidoscope” still falls 

victim to overdramatic clichés and 
confusing story arcs. Many lines 
felt unnecessarily melodramatic, 
robbing the show and characters 
of realism or relatability.

In some ways, it would be unfair 
to review the show based solely on 
the story arc. Depending on the 
order assigned, one’s perception 
of the plot may be altered in 
a positive or negative way. But 
what the show intended to be its 
main strength may be its greatest 
weakness. The shuff led order 
splices important development, 
potentially leaving viewers 
confused by the motivations and 
intentions of the characters.

While the two leads put on 
fascinating performances, the 
supporting characters fail to 
catch up. From Bob Goodwin’s 
one-dimensional characterization 
to RJ Acosta’s pointless 
development, there seems to 
be a lack of growth across the 
characters. Multiple plotlines fell 
short of their potential, and the 
ending failed to tie up any loose 
ends the series had. 

In spite of its shortcomings, 
“Kaleidoscope” introduces a 
novel way of watching shows 
in the streaming era. Streaming 
platforms now have the freedom 
to alter the viewing experience 
based on the format of the show. 
As binging becomes the more 
dominant medium for watching 
television, platforms may begin to 
shift towards original concepts for 
more creative forms of watching. 

Rating: 5/10
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While some fantastic albums 
released in 2022, like FKA twigs’ 
“CAPRISONGS” or Big Thief ’s 
“Dragon New Warm Mountain 
I Believe in You,” received 
the attention and praise they 
deserved, there were other 2022 
album releases that simply f lew 
under the radar last year. 

“Radiator” by Sadurn 
A project that I only discovered 

half a year after its release, Philly 
band Sadurn’s debut album 
“Radiator,” released on May 6, 
2022, is an incredible indie folk 
album that has quickly grown to 
be a favorite from 2022. 

Blending deeply personal, 
confessional lyrics with simple 
but well-executed instrumentals, 
the whole record feels intimate, 
beautiful and genuine as it 
explores themes of young queer 
love and heartbreak. 

Standout tracks like “special 
power” and “icepick” pack a deep 
emotional punch with lyrics like 
“I light a candle in the� shower, 
try to tap into my special power 
/ I end up on my knees with 
the water all around me / So it’s 
ok what I’m feeling, it’s alright 
if I’m crying” and “But you and 
I are good friends, sometimes 
we’re in love and / It feels almost 
like nothing I’m ever gonna find 
again.” 

The meandering instrumentals 
and verses of the title track 
and “snake” feel like a stream 
is carrying you deep in the 
workings of lead singer Genevieve 
DeGroot’s mind. 

DeGroot’s voice also stands out 
for its earnestness and ability 
to convey the deep emotional 
potency of the lyrics being sung, 
and all of these characteristics 
cement “Radiator” as something 
truly special, especially from a 
group so early in their career. 

“Marchita” and “Abrazo” by 
Silvana Estrada 

Silvana Estrada is certainly a 
breakout artist from 2022 that has 
not received the love she deserves 
for her fantastic album “Marchita,” 
released on Jan. 22, 2022, and EP 
“Abrazo,” released on Sept. 21, 
2022. Both are stripped-back folk 
projects that feature Estrada’s 
enchanting vocals on full display 
as she takes you through fifteen 
gorgeous tracks of beautiful 
Spanish-sung folk. Whether it’s 
on the racing track “Carta” or the 
soaring track “Tristeza,” Estrada’s 
voice is the star of the show at 
every point of these two projects, 
yet the versatility of her voice 
doesn’t leave any point feeling 
stale. The instrumentals on these 
projects are quite minimalistic 
but occasionally swell in beautiful 
combination with the Mexico-
born songwriter’s voice to create 
pure euphoric beauty. 

One example is “Casa,” which 
almost excluwwsively features 
Estrada’s vocals until the halfway 
point of the track where there is 
a stunning instrumental outro. 
“Brindo” and “Se Me Ocurre” off 
the EP “Abrazo” are even more 
stripped back, and Estrada’s voice 
feels closer to the microphone, 
creating a warmer, more intimate 
feeling compared to tracks of 
“Marchita” — living up to the 
EP’s title, which translates to 
“an embrace.” Both projects are 
excellent and contain some of the 
most beautiful tracks from all of 
2022. Don’t let them slip past you!

“NO THANK YOU” by 
Little Simz

Given how excellent Little 
Simz’s 2021 masterpiece 
“Sometimes I Might Be Introvert” 
was and the praise it received, 
it was surprising to see that her 
following release “NO THANK 
YOU,” released on Dec. 12, 2022, 
received so little — especially 
given the quality of tracks on 

this new project. Perhaps due to 
its mid-December release, Little 
Simz’s f ifth studio album has 
fallen through the cracks a bit, 
but it stands as another fantastic 
release by the London rapper as 
she cements herself as one of this 
decade’s best and most consistent 
artists. 

Tracks like “Gorilla” and “No 
Merci” are energetic bangers 
that perfectly showcase Little 
Simz’s fantastic f low and rhyme 
scheme. “No Merci” in particular 
highlights Simz’s lyrical boldness 
and power, and she raps about 
the exploitation of artists in the 
music industry, rapping “You ain’t 
in the studio with me, but want 
commission / And if I wanna 
release my art, I need permission.” 

“NO THANK YOU” is also 
extremely personal at points like 

on “Broken,” where Little Simz 
explores themes of generational 
trauma, mental health and 
taboos and experiences within 
the Black community. In “Heart 
on Fire,” she explores ideas of 
navigating fame, money and 
the entertainment industry, and 
throughout the album she comes 
across as incredibly honest and 
genuine, yet f irm and powerful. 
It is an excellent record that is 
a must listen from last year and 
deserves more end-of-the-year 
praise than it received. 

“Rose Pink Cadillac” by 
Dope Lemon 

Dope Lemon returned with 
his best project yet in “Rose Pink 
Cadillac,” released on Jan. 7, 2022. 
The album blends so many musical 
genres and styles seamlessly 

together into a chill, happy and 
incredibly fun batch of tracks. 
While he certainly continues 
to lean into psychedelic rock, 
Dope Lemon blends many more 
different subgenres of rock — and 
even some pop — into “Rose Pink 
Cadillac” than on prior projects, 
creating a much more dynamic 
listening experience and diverse 
set of tracks. Whether it be the 
dramatic, epic, continuously 
building track “God’s Machete” 
that is noticeably darker than 
other tracks or the sunny, breezy 
love song “Sailor’s Delight” that 
is accompanied by the cawing of 
seagulls and ships creaking, the 
creativity and execution of this 
album certainly deserves more 
praise than it received in 2022. 
The album also features some 
of Angus Stone’s most blissful 

tracks, like the title track “Kids 
Fallin’ In Love,” along with the 
track “Every Day Is A Holiday” 
that sounds like the musical 
equivalent of falling in love on 
the most beautiful tropical island. 
It is also incredibly clear that the 
Australia-born artist had a lot of 
fun when creating all the tracks on 
this album given the general feel-
good tone throughout, wide range 
of genres and styles explored and 
fun details like a sample from the 
video game “Bloodborne” at the 
start of closing track “Shadows In 
The Moonlight” or the character 
building throughout “Stingray 
Pete.” 

This album likely has something 
for everyone and would be a 
great listen while watching the 
sunset on one of Santa Barbara’s 
beautiful beaches.
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COURTESY  OF NETFLIX
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 Sierra Vakili
The Daily Stench Editor

A long time (I think six or 
seven years) ago in a Nexus office 
far, far away (in, like, a spiritual 
way), a bunch of funny people sat 
around a table. The Daily Nexus 
was introducing a satire section, 
and it needed a name.

“How about something with 
way too many syllables that isn’t 
funny at all and doesn’t really 
make any sense?” said some idiot. 
Everyone murmured, shrugged 
and nodded in agreement, unable 
to come up with anything better 
than the mess of Scrabble tiles 
that wound up forming the title 
“Nexustentialism.” 

Despite being autocorrected 
to existentialism on Google, and 
despite having nothing to do with 
existentialist thought, and despite, 
honestly, barely having anything 
to do with the Daily Nexus, the 
title of “Nexustentialism” held its 
own for eight (I counted this 
time) long years. And while 
we will remember our time as 
“Nexustentialism” fondly, we, the 
current editors, respectfully, need 
a goddamn upgrade. 

We considered several options 
for the proposed name change. 

Contenders included “The 
D.P. Peepee,” “Poison I.V.” and 
even “The Sand of Barbara.” 
Comparing one title to another 
was no easy task; each had its 
own charms and whimsy, its 
own value to bring to our grimy 
little “family.” However, after 
meticulous deliberation (long 
nights in the office saying “D.P. 
Peepee” over and over), we finally 
landed on our new name.

“The Onion.”
But then that one was taken 

already, so we had to start over. 
After approximately one 

quajillion more years (26 minutes) 
of extreme thinkage on behalf 
of our entire editorial staff, we 
found ourselves in yet another pit, 
getting nowhere. We wondered if 
our founding fathers were right: 
Was “Nexustentialism” the best 
we could get? Would we ever 
come up with something better, 
more all-encompassing, less 
fucking annoying to spell? Why 
does DLG still serve shark fin 
soup? The answers escaped us all.

Until, f inally, it hit us: a raindrop 
seeping through the Nexus 
off ice’s ceiling, which may as 
well be a kitchen sponge wrapped 
in cardboard given how well it 
protects us from the elements. 

“That fucking rain,” I thought, 
looking around at the various 
buckets stationed across the 
office that had been tasked with 
collecting the ceiling seepage. 

But there is one bucket in 
particular that takes no mercy 
on our editorial staff: the bucket 
behind the chair by the production 
desk. The sludge that sleeps in 

the Production Bucket is the 
most unholy soup I’ve ever come 
across. I would try to describe it 
to you in more eloquent prose, but 
honestly, dude, it looks like shit. 
Like, pure, liquid shit. No nasal 
passageway is safe. Several inches 
of brown who-knows-what goop 
have somehow accumulated in 
this bucket for who knows how 
long. Its stench infests the air, 
making it itself a prank for staff 
to play on each other (Atmika, 
seriously, why did you make me 
smell it?). 

And yet, the sludge bucket and 
its stench remain.

Anyone who has seen the 
Daily Nexus Office knows how 
much of a hoarding problem 
we have. There is not one bare 
wall, not one desk uncluttered 
with decades’ worth of photos, 
sticky notes and inside jokes from 
editorships’ past. Not one single 
thing has been thrown away 
since probably the beginning 
of time. Not even the rank-ass 
sludge bucket.

As the satire section, it’s easy 
sometimes to feel like the black 
sheep of the Nexus (not to 
be confused with “The Black 
Sheep,” another lesser UCSB 
satire column). All of our peers 

are doing such incredible work. I 
don’t need to tell you that; you’re 
already reading the damn paper 
if you’ve gotten this far. Literally, 
just turn the fucking page and 
I guarantee you’ll see some 
incredible reporting. But here? 
You’ll get some shitty Photoshop 
art and a few dick jokes, take it 
or leave it. 

And yet, the satire section and 
its shitty Photoshop art and its 
dick jokes remain.

Maybe we’re the sludge bucket 
of the Nexus, surrounded by 
our peers, who are all beautiful 
photographs or inside jokes or 
chalk messages scribbled on 
the walls. But we haven’t gotten 
chucked yet, and that’s gotta 
count for something.

As we now bid our bittersweet 
goodbyes to our days as 
Nexustentialism — a title with 
the “stench” buried deep within 
— we find a certain pride in our 
newfound ability to truly let our 
stench f lag f ly. 

So, if you smell anything funny 
on your next daily commute past 
Storke Tower, don’t worry — it’s 
just the Daily Stench.

Sierra Vakili actually smells pretty 
decent. 
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It’s Satire, Stupid.
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THE DAILY STENCH
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 Meel F. Lover
��������������������

 Come and get me while I’m 
hot! For a limited time span of 
three days to two weeks, you may 
feel giddy, warm or fuzzy inside 
as a result of speaking to me or 
hearing me talk while I strain my 
vocal chords using my sensual, 
sultry, f lu-stricken voice. 
 Now, I really have something 
to offer the people. Call me 
Narcissus, but I think this 
Narcissus is rightfully deserving of 
some kisses-us. With my ravishing 
good looks, enticing personality 
and incredibly hot bod, my voice 
was the perfect missing piece to 
the puzzle of Why Men Don’t 
Seem To Like Me (Or Women For 
That Matter).
 It was difficult work to keep 
up with the demands of my 
newfound powers of seduction. 
You could imagine my lack of 
surprise when the man who had 
the fortune of conversing with me 

decided to get down on his hands 
and knees and kiss the tops of 
my conveniently open-toed shoes 
while saying he wasted 12 years 
of his life pledging allegiance to 
the f lag of the United States of 
America instead of to me. “United 
they stand,” he told us. To that I 
say, “United they fall.” 
 I was also unfazed when a 
squidly ex-drag queen came out 
of the ocean and offered me the 
trade of my alluring voice for the 
opportunity to spend unexplained, 
extended periods of time with an 
average rich white man named 
Eric. I said no because I already 
do that every day when I leave my 
apartment to face this godforsaken 
town and the unrelenting void 
of strong wind conditions and 
people that actually wear hats. 
Also when I see my buddy                                                          
Eric.
 However, I am deeply saddened 
to know that out of all the new 
people that I met in the past week, 
drawn to me by the invisible 

leash that was the sound of my 
voice being carried to them on a 
provocative winter wind, none of 
them know that it was actually all 
a facade. 
 While I will always be grateful 
that I simply did not drink enough 
tea with honey during my ill and 
sickly era, there is no hiding the 
fact that nature is healing and 
my tantalizing voice’s death-grip 
on the sex scene of Isla Vista 
will inevitably falter. Gone will 
be the times my courtiers enjoyed 
my tantalizing presence, blissfully 
ignorant and disastrously attracted 
to someone that sounded like they 
smoked 125,687 packs a day for 
the past 3 million years.
 Instead, they will receive bitter 
sorrow upon realizing I’m just an 
average gal with an average voice, 
an average life and an average pair 
of bazongas.   

 Meel F. Lover will be there to 
whisper sweet nothings to you as she 
tucks you in tonight.
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 Theresa Harris-Olson Taylor
������������

 We all know the agitation 
and sheer animalist rage that is 
produced when it is time to make 
coitus, but one comes unprepared. 
To combat this classic situation, 
many keep a good old-fashioned 
rubber in their wallet or car – alas, 
this method doesn’t suffice for UC 
Santa Barbara’s juggling club. 
 Meeting on Fridays in front of 
Storke Tower, the group preaches 
their love of all things juggling and 
circus arts, but also their love for 
safe sex. In an exclusive interview 
with club president Peg Legge, 
Legge explains where this shared 
passion for safe sex derives from. 
 “Juggling is a very sensual and 
intimate act,” Legge chirped, 

pissing himself a bit in excitement. 
“At the UCSB juggling club, we 
don’t promote spontaneous group 
self-indulgence. However, it is 
incredibly difficult to prevent. Given 
the setting, the circus activities 
taking place and all these rockin’ 
hot babes, we expect members 
to get promiscuous, and that is 
why we ask that they supply their 
own condoms (preferably a bulk 
amount from Costco) and other 
love-enhancing paraphernalia.” 
 Legge went on to explain the 
issues the club has had in the 
past with people showing up 
empty handed, yet expecting to 
participate in post-juggling love-
making. “Last year, the county 
of Santa Barbara declared a state 
of emergency after juggling club 
spread a novel STI igniting a public 

health crisis,” Legge informed our 
reporter.  “Luckily, our club wasn’t 
shut down. We were just forced to 
change our slogan from ‘Down to 
clown? Come clown around with 
no experience necessary’ to ‘Down 
to clown? Come clown around 
with no experience necessary and 
an extra large box of condoms.’”
 As an investigative journalist, it 
is my duty to report that the UCSB 
juggling club procures exciting and 
wonderful vibes with or without 
their multicolored juggling pins. 
Please just don’t forget to bring 
a positive and non-judgmental 
attitude — oh, and of course an XL 
Box of Condoms. 

Theresa Harris-Olson Taylor needs 
to borrow somebody’s Costco card before 
next Friday.
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The Daily Stench editorial staff enjoying their girls’ night next to the 
sludge bucket hidden behind the chair by the production desk.
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New restaurants, notable closures and food 
news in and around I.V.

    

 The Daily Nexus On the 
Menu Team wants to ring in the 
new year by highlighting some 
recent changes in Santa Barbara’s 
restaurant scene. A recurring theme 
in our local restaurant coverage is 
documenting how the pandemic 
has made restaurant ownership 
more difficult for owners facing 
challenges, such as supply chain 
issues and difficulties in hiring 
employees. From the shuttering of 
I.V.’s beloved Study Hall bar to 
restaurant openings that should 
draw more traffic to State Street, 
there are several new culinary 
developments in Santa Barbara 
County. 

I.V. Pizza and Pub takes over 
former Pizza My Heart space
 Last summer, Southern 
California’s only Pizza My 
Heart location closed. The same 
restaurant space is now home to 
I.V. Pizza and Pub which promises 
the “Same Great Taste & Same 
Great Manager” via a banner on 
the restaurant’s exterior. I.V. Bagel 
Café Founder Doron Friedman 
shared on Facebook his decision to 
buy the space and Pizza My Heart’s 
recipes in an effort to keep New 
York-style pizza in I.V. The new 
pizzeria’s menu includes Pizza My 
Heart favorites, such as the Big Sur 
and Maui Wowie. 

A new coffee shop is set to open 
on Pardall Road
 KOZY Craft Coffee has 
announced its opening on 6560 
Pardall Road where the Eco Vista 
Collaborative operated for months 
prior. Their website promises the 
use of high quality, local ingredients 
and a friendly social environment. 
They have not set an opening date 
yet.  

I.V. celebrates the opening of 
The Farmacy, its first cannabis 
dispensary
 Back in 2019, The Farmacy 
became the f irst, walk-in 
recreational dispensary in the City 
of Santa Barbara. The Farmacy’s 
Isla Vista location held its grand 
opening at 6555 Pardall Road on 
Dec. 15, 2022, which included a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
Glass House Brands President 
Graham Farrar and local 
government officials, plus a table 
with samples from local cannabis 
brand Happy Chance. 

Elena’s Kitchen opens 
downtown 
 Elena’s Kitchen is bringing 
Mexican comfort food to downtown 
Santa Barbara at 738 State Street. 
The family who owns SB Sweets, 
a dessert shop in the Paseo Nuevo 
shopping mall, opened their second 
establishment in December. Their 
menu includes traditional Mexican 
dishes, such as enchiladas, tacos, 
carne asada and chilaquiles. The 

restaurant also offers French toast 
and other brunch items.

Isla Vista’s The Study Hall 
closed 
 After 26 years, I.V. dive bar The 
Study Hall has closed its doors for 
good, and will surely be missed. 
The Study Hall is requesting past 
patrons to share any memorable 
photos that they’ve taken at the bar 
on their Facebook. 

Rascal’s soon to reopen in a 
new location
 Much to the dismay of Santa 
Barbara’s vegan community, 
Rascal’s closed their doors back 
in 2022. Rascal’s owner and head 
chef Dalan Moreno quickly went to 
work, running pop-ups throughout 
Santa Barbara, including a weekly 
spot at Municipal Winemakers. 
Now, thanks to community efforts 
and money raised through a 
GoFundMe page, Rascal’s is going 
to anchor down once more at a 
new location in downtown Santa 
Barbara on Haley Street sometime 
in February.

Azul Cocina and Cantina 
opening soon  
 Azul Cocina and Cantina, a 
new restaurant offering “authentic 
Mexican cuisine and mixology,” is 
opening soon on Anapamu Street 
in downtown Santa Barbara. Be 
sure to check out their delicious 
menu and give Azul Cocina and 
Cantina a try once they open! 

(Olive Garden copycat) Chicken & Gnocchi Soup: 
The ultimate rainy day meal

    Abigail Monti
    Staff Writer

 At this point, “Olive Garden 
copycats” is a whole recipe genre. 
Pretty much every cooking 
blog out there promises they’ve 
unlocked the secrets to the Italian 
food chain’s various recipes. 
From Olive Garden’s breadsticks, 
to their eggplant parmesan to 
their chicken alfredo, there 
are dozens of copycat recipes 
available online. I’ll admit, I’m 
guilty of following them now and 
again. But there’s a reason you’re 
looking up the recipe instead 
of actually driving to Olive 
Garden: it gives you a chance to 
take a tried-and-true recipe and 
put your own twist on it. Olive 
Garden’s Chicken & Gnocchi 
Soup is the perfect canvas. 
 When I f irst found out that 
gnocchi soup existed, I was 
extremely suspicious. I’d only 
ever tried gnocchi with pesto or 
marinara sauce — who thought 
it would be a good idea to let 
the little potato balls f loat in 
broth? Well, whoever invented 
it was a genius. I was hooked 
on Olive Garden’s Chicken & 
Gnocchi Soup the second I tried 
it. It’s homey, warm and full of 
f illing ingredients — because, let’s 
be honest, there’s nothing worse 
than slurping down a whole can 
of chicken noodle soup, still being 
hungry and viciously needing to 
pee. 
 Most Chicken & Gnocchi 

Soup copycat recipes, such as 
my inspiration by Creme De 
La Crumb, stay strictly true to 
the Olive Garden original. Yet, 
determined to make the ultimate 
rendition of the familiar favorite, 
I took a few liberties. To create 
a creamier base, I swapped half-
and-half for heavy cream and 
added a handful of shredded 
parmesan cheese. To give it 
some smoke, I added chopped 
bacon and a dash of paprika. 
Oh, and I got rid of the celery. 
If you actually think celery is 
a worthwhile soup ingredient, 
you’re lying. Or you were 
simply indoctrinated by your 
grandmother early on. Either 
way, trust me, you’re better off 
without it.

Ingredients:
• 2 raw chicken breasts
• 16-ounce package of gnocchi
• 8 ounces bacon, chopped
• 2 cups baby spinach
• ½ cup white onion, diced
• ½ cup shredded carrots
• 3 garlic cloves, minced
• 5 cups chicken broth
• 1 cup heavy cream
• 1 tablespoon olive oil
• 1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
• ½ teaspoon paprika
• Salt and pepper to taste
• Shredded parmesan cheese

Directions:
1. In a large pot, heat olive oil 

over medium heat. Add 
onions, garlic, carrots and 

chopped bacon, and saute 
until beginning to brown. 

2. Season the chicken breasts 
with Italian seasoning, salt, 
pepper and paprika, then 
add to the pot. Cook for 2-3 
minutes on each side. The 
chicken will still be slightly 
raw on the inside, but don’t 
worry, that’s how it should 
be.

3. Add the chicken broth 
to the pot and bring to a 
boil. Add the gnocchi and 
boil according to package 
directions. Reduce heat until 
the liquid is at a simmer.

4. Remove the chicken breasts 
from the pot to a cutting 
board. Shred or dice the 
chicken, then toss back into 
the soup.

5. Add the cream and spinach 
to the pot, then mix and 
simmer for a few more 
minutes until the spinach is 
wilted. If desired, add more 
salt and pepper to taste. 

6. Top with a generous amount 
of shredded parmesan 
cheese, then serve!

 Made in one pot in under an 
hour, this recipe takes less time 
than driving to the nearest Olive 
Garden in Oxnard. Plus, it’s the 
perfect meal for a rainy day. 
And if the rest of winter quarter 
resembles anything like its f irst 
few weeks, you’ll have plenty of 
poor weather to justify giving 
chicken gnocchi soup a chance. 

In the past few weeks, there have been several changes to I.V.’s food scene.

ABIGAIL MONTI / DAILY NEXUS 

BERNARD BUCZYNSKI / DAILY NEXUS 

BERNARD BUCZYNSKI / DAILY NEXUS 

LIAM GOODIN / DAILY NEXUS Chace Duma
Stephanie Gerson
On the Menu Co-Editors

Instead of driving all the way to Oxnard, cozy up at home with a bowl of Chicken and Cnocchi Soup!
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“Future of ecosystem 
assessments is automation, 
collaboration, and artificial 

intelligence” 
A perspective paper published 

by Carmen Galaz García, a data 
scientist at the National Center for 
Ecological Analysis and Synthesis 
at UC Santa Barbara, discusses the 
future of artif icial intelligence’s role 
in understanding and predicting 
ecological status and change. 

According to the paper’s 
introduction, recent technological 
developments have automated     
data collection and could potentially 
optimize “efforts to track the        
state and trajectory of ecosystems 
to inform these assessments.” 

García points out that the current 
capabilities of ecological monitoring 
practices could potentially lead to 
the failure of several environmental   
initiatives put together and put    
forth by independent scientists and 
government organizations. 

The paper breaks down 
how to resolve what currently 
limits artif icial intelligence from              
being eff iciently leveraged as a tool 
to ensure the success of goals and 
initiatives for the environment. 

The authors particularly 
emphasized transdisciplinarity 
among computer and     
environmental scientists and 
experts in academia, policy and 
government to pool their resources 
and knowledge to accelerate and 
improve the collection of data on 
a rapidly warming and evolving 
global climate. 

“Making marine biotechnology 
work for people and nature”

Diva Amon, a marine biologist 
who serves as a scientif ic advisor 
to UCSB’s Benioff Ocean Science 
Laboratory, recently published 
a report in Nature exhorting 
academics in the f ield of marine 
biotechnology to help direct the 
discipline in a direction pursuant 
of “principles of sustainability,       
equity and inclusivity.”

 Amon and her collaborators, 
including f irst author Robert 
Blasiak of the Stockholm Resilience 
Centre at Stockholm University, 
attribute the degradation of global 
ocean systems to the leaders of 
marine biotechnology, who belong 
to industrialized countries and 
corporate institutions. 

A paper also authored by Blasiak 
found that 98% of f iled patents in 
marine biotechnology come from 
just 10 countries. The issue of prof it 
and productivity being foremost to 
the drivers of marine biotechnology 
has derailed the f ield from what the 
authors refer to as “blue economy 
principles of equity and inclusivity,” 
as technology   develops faster than 
regulation for that technology can 
be enacted. 

 The paper discusses potential 
solutions to guide the marine 
biotechnology industry toward 
a more ethical attempt to more 
consciously consider nature and 
sustainability. Some solutions include 
improving aquaculture production 
to counteract overf ishing and 
overuse of products and resources 
that Indigenous peoples depend 
upon for subsistence. 

Blasiak, Amon and the other 

c o l l a b o r a t o r s 
of the paper 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
t ha t  ma r i ne 
b i o t e c h n o l o g y 
leaders work to support 
conservation efforts and use 
existing technology and research 
to devise solutions to sustainability 
threats to the marine biome. 

“Modernization, collectivism, 
and gender equality predict 

love experiences in 45 
countries”

Though psychologists understand 
that there exists a biological basis to 
love, what remains unstudied is how 
culture and environment impact a 
person’s approach to love. 

The study was led by Piotr 
Sorokowski — an academic 
researcher from the University of 
Wrocław’s Institute of Psychology — 
alongside professor Daniel Conroy-
Beam from UCSB’s psychological 
& brain sciences department. The 
paper explored the possibility 
of whether a country’s level of 
modernization is related to the 
quality of love experiences of 9,474 
individuals from 45 countries.

 The level of love was measured 
according to the “Triangular Love 
Scale,” which considers the level of 
passion, intimacy and commitment 
in a relationship. 

Factors for country-level predictors 
that were used for the study were a 
country’s level of modernization, 
individualism-collectivism ratio and 
average annual temperatures. 

This study, which its authors say 
to be “one of the largest studies on 
cross-cultural differences in love 
experiences to date,” shows that love 

is not only 
u n i v e r s a l l y 
experienced but variably 
experienced, depending on a 
country’s level of modernization 
and centralization of capitalistic 
values. 

This study was also the f irst 
to provide empirical evidence 
on how varying levels of human 
development and modernization 
impact experiences of love and 
marriage. 

Countries with higher levels of 
modernization containing more 
gender-equal cultures felt and 
channeled more love                        toward 
their partners, particularly when it 
came to intimacy — but to a point. 

There came a threshold where 
considerably higher levels of 
modernization didn’t equate to 
higher levels of love. 

Also included in the results 
was evidence that the level of 
collectivism underlying a country’s 
culture correlated with higher levels 
of intimacy and commitment in 
romantic relationships. 

The authors reasoned that 
perhaps individuals from collectivist 
cultures “might be more altruistic 
towards their partners,” leading to 
more closeness and intimacy in the 
relationship.
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UC Santa Barbara’s Health 
Profession Associat ion’s 
Inclusivity & Outreach 
Committee, in collaboration 
with the African diasporic 
Cultural Resource Center and 
Los Curanderos, hosted a 
webinar to highlight implicit, 
unconscious and structural bias 
in health care on Jan. 21. 

Terrell Winder, an assistant 
professor of sociology at UCSB, 
shed light on the historical 
and contemporary types and 
effects of institutional biases and 
interpersonal biases in health 
care. 

He discussed the underlying 
impact of patient interactions 
and health care settings in the 
context of medical mistrust, 
malpractice, stereotyping and 
pathologizing based on patient 
gender, ethnicity and race. 

“African American and 
American Indian/Alaska Native 
females have higher rates of 
stroke-related death,” Winder 
said. “African American men 
are twice as likely as whites to 
die prematurely from stroke.”

Winder also shared that 
professionals should avoid 
“stigmatizing responses to 
patients [by] maintaining 
nonjudgmental body language 
and [checking] your verbal tone 
and assumptions about patient 
behaviors, and [you] have to 

detach your own personal 
beliefs from the behaviors or the 
things that people are sharing 
with you … Your expectations 
of your clients can inf luence a 
diagnosis.” 

“Patients are only going to 
be as honest with you as they 
feel they can be in order to 
get what they need … Patients 
will withhold information from 
perceived judgment,” Winder 
said.

Associate professor of Clinical 
Medicine and the Gold-Headed 
Cane Endowed Teaching Chair 
in Internal Medicine at UC San 
Francisco Dr. Denise M. Connor 
expanded on implicit bias in 
health care diagnoses.

Connor’s presentat ion 
focused on the signif icance of 
diagnosis when surfacing errors 
in medicine. She referenced 
the books “To Err is Human: 
Building a Safer Health System” 
by the Institute of Public 
Health, “Improving Diagnosis in 
Health Care” by the Society to 
Improve Diagnosis in Medicine 
and “Unequal Treatment: 
Confronting Racial and Ethnic 
Disparities in Health Care” by 
the Institute of Medicine in her 
introduction to disparities in 
medical treatment. 

Connor outl ined the 
disparities in medical diagnoses, 
referencing the delayed diagnosis 
of appendicitis in Black children, 
delayed dementia diagnosis in 
Asian and Hispanic/Latinx 

individuals and missed diagnoses 
in simulated cases of chest pain 
for heart attack and cancer in 
Black and Latinx patients. 

Delayed and inaccurate 
medical diagnoses are an 
underestimated form of error in 
medicine, according to Connor. 

“Diagnostic error is actually 
very hard to measure,” 
Connor said. “So it’s probably 
underestimated. It’s often the 
case that someone gets a missed 
diagnosis or inappropriate 
diagnosis, and [the] mistake 
may never come to light.”

Disparities in sustaining 
health care and providing 

accurate diagnosis may also be 
due to unconscious biases. 

“Implicit bias is triggered in 
certain settings … when you’re 
busy, when you have competing 
responsibilities, when you’re 
multitasking, when you’re under 
a lot of pressure, when you have 

less personal experience with 
a group or a person … and 
this describes clinical medicine,” 
Connor said.

Connor said her analysis of 
disparities in medical diagnoses 
concluded that medical 
professionals have to understand 
when to use pattern recognition 
and analytic thinking when 

diagnosing a patient. 
Pattern recognition is when 

signs and symptoms are 
compared to previous cases, 
Connor explained, while 
analytical thinking is when signs 
and symptoms are evaluated 
by conducting certain tests 
and procedures for a clear-cut 
analysis. 

According to Connor, 
mistakes can be made if a 
medical professional consults 
solely on pattern recognition or 
solely analytic thinking.

The second half of the 
webinar consisted of three 
selected individuals with 
experience in medicine and/or 
health care who participated 
as Q&A panelists to share their 
insights on implicit bias in 
health care: Nkiruka Chuba, an 
assistant clinical professor in the                          
OB/GYN Generalist Division  
at the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at UC Irvine; 
Ebenezer Larnyo, a postdoctoral 
scholar at the Center for Black 
Studies Research at UCSB 
;and Javier Guerrero, a medical 
student at UC Davis School of 
Medicine and member of the 
Rural-PRIME program. 

Kareena Johnson, the co-host 
of the webinar and a fourth-year 
biological sciences student at 
UCSB, posed a question asking 
how implicit bias related to the 
panelists’ personal experiences 
in health care. 

“I see a lot of patients for 

chronic pelvic pain,” Chuba 
said. “There can be all kinds of 
reasons why somebody comes 
into the emergency room … 
Do we treat certain people 
differently regarding their pain 
management because we think 
that they are stronger, or do we 
give a lot of pain medication 
to other patients because 
we implicitly think they are 
weaker?”

As Chuba described her 
experience with implicit bias 
in a hospital setting, Guerrero 
shared his experience as a 
medical student working at a 
student-run clinic.

“For myself as a medical 
student, [I] see [implicit bias] 
creep up in small ways. I … 
was surprised to f ind out that 
some [patients] already had             
Medi-Cal, but yet they’re 
coming to our free student-
run clinic because they felt like 
they’re really understood there.             

[A lot] of us spoke Spanish 
and had the same cultural 
background,” Guerrero said. 

The webinar set forth 
how implicit bias should be 
acknowledged and avoided in a 
healthcare setting. 

Johnson concluded the     
session by echoing a quote by 
James Baldwin used in Winder’s 
earlier presentation: 

“Not everything that is faced 
can be changed, but nothing 
can be changed until it is          
faced.”
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For myself as a medical student, [I] see 
[implicit bias] creep up in small ways. 

I … was surprised to find out that some 
[patients] already had Medi-Cal, but 

yet they’re coming to our free student-
run clinic because they felt like they’re 
really understood there. [A lot] of us 

spoke Spanish and had the same cultural 
background.

“

 JAVIER GUERRERO
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You are the first non-dining hall meal 
after a final

You are the burst of inspiration (and 
motivation) at 3:42 a.m. in the library

You are the walk across campus to your 
favorite song on a cold day: “Sweater 

Weather”

You are the rush after winning a debate 
concerning Domino’s and Woodstock’s

You are a lingering runner’s high, 
watching the sun rise over the cliffs

You are the cozy feeling the moment you 
wake up, nestled under the quilt you got 

from your grandma

You are the final stitch in your quarter-
long knitting project

You are the relief of getting your feet wet 
at the beach in the middle of July

You are the first bite of your warm 
Subway sandwich after a long day

You are the random wave and smile 
from a semi-familiar face on your way to 

biochemistry

When you take your shoes off at 
SBA security and know you’re the hot, 

mysterious airport traveler

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES

FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

You are the lopsided Sharpie heart on 
your Caje latte

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The signs as beautiful and fleeting 
sensations

 Elizabeth Lee
 Staff Writer

 Who doesn’t love a 
good murder mystery? 
From Agatha Christie to 
“Clue,” crime drama has 
been a popular genre of 
entertainment. Recently, 
this has taken the form of 
true crime podcasts and TV, 
which delve into some of the 
most horrific serial murders 
in history, asking, “Why did 
they do it?”
 One of last year’s 
most popular true crime 
breakthroughs, “Dahmer - 
Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer 
Story,” reached over 1 billion 
hours of watchtime  within 
its first 60 days. It is now 
one of the most popular 
and controversial shows on 
Netf lix. 
 At their core, true crime 
shows, no matter how 
ethically made, profit off 
of the suffering of others. 
Some of the responses to the 
Dahmer series are indicative 
of the exploitative nature 
of the true crime genre and 
reveal extreme, widespread 
desensitization to violence, 
as a result of mass media 
culture and a disturbing lack 
of critical media consumption 
skills.
 Demand for true crime 
media overall is at an all-time 
high. One in three Americans 
consume true crime media at 
least once per week. 
 During the production 
of “Dahmer,” creator Ryan 
Murphy claimed that he 
wanted to center the victim’s 
stories, whenever possible. 

He allegedly attempted to 
contact 20 of the victims’ 
friends and family, but none 
responded. The vast majority 
of the show was based on 
three years of Murphy’s 
independent research.
 Despite Murphy’s claim, 
Rita Isbell, sister of victim 
Errol Lindsey, says she was 
never contacted about the 
show. I find it hard to believe 
that all 20 people did not 
respond, unless producers 
were working off of a faulty 
phonebook or email list. 
 Netf lix has a history of 
not respecting the wishes of 
victims of crime and their 
families. Close friends and 
family of victim Robert 
Mast begged the streaming 
series not to release an 
episode of “I Am a Killer.” 
Netf lix released the episode 
anyway, blindsiding and 
retraumatizing the friends 
and family. Mindy Pendleton, 
the stepmother of Mast, said, 
“We are the living victims.”
 As the demand for true 
crime content continues 
to rise, there is little to no 
accountability for ethical 
production. Producers 
sensationalize stories 
and follow the money as 
exemplified by Murphy’s five-
year contract with Netf lix for 
a whopping $300 million, and 
“Dahmer” has been renewed 
for two more seasons. This 
money very rarely goes to the 
victims’ families. Evan Peters, 
who portrayed Dahmer in 
the show, recently won a 
Golden Globe for best actor. 
Murphy, the production team 
and Netf lix are profiting off 

of the suffering of others. 
 Lack of media literacy 
among avid consumers of true 
crime further exacerbates 
the dehumanizing of victims 
of crime. On TikTok, some 
people shared how they 
wished “Dahmer” had 
more gore and proudly said 
they were “unbothered” or 
“unfazed,” despite the show’s 
depictions of necrophilia 
and cannibalism. During the 
Halloween season, #jeffrey-
dahmer-costume gained over 
8 million views on TikTok, 
resulting in sites like eBay 
banning those costumes.
 This widespread 
desensitization to violence — 
especially violence against 
women, the LGBTQIA+ 
community and people 
of color — is indicative 
of a growing lack of 
empathy and increased 
hyperindividualism. 
 As Dahmer primarily 
attacked queer men of color, 
the show is only contributing 
to the overabundance of 
media depicting white men 
enacting violence against 
historically marginalized 
groups. We have to ask 
ourselves how much is for 
the sake of remembering 
history, and how much is 
just trauma porn against a 
group that has already been 
dehumanized and profited 
off of for centuries. 
 By cont inuously 
consuming true crime and 
stories of trauma, consumers 
are feeding into this 
dehumanization and actively 
helping producers profit off of 
the suffering of others. These 

aren’t f ictional characters 
in a show; These are real 
people and real deaths. 
 However, true crime 
shows may provide deeper 
insight into the real-world 
policing and justice system 
that alternatives like fictional 
crime TV cannot provide.
 Crime shows like “Law 
and Order,” “Criminal 
Minds,” and “CSI” tend to 
glorify the police force as 
a competent and unbiased 
organization trying their 
hardest to do good, whereas 
real cases may reveal quite the 
opposite. The Dahmer case 
and other true crime stories 
reveal how the police force 
can be pervaded with racism 
and homophobia, resulting 
in serial killers who end up 
killing way more people than 
they should have. 
 One episode of 
“Dahmer” depicts 14-year-
old Laotian boy Konerak 
Sinthasomphone, who 
managed to escape Dahmer’s 
apartment and sought 
the aid of two women 
on the street. Dahmer 
convinced two officers that 
Sinthasomphone was of age 
and his boyfriend, leading 
to the off icers escorting 
Sinthasomphone back to 
Dahmer’s apartment despite 
the attempts at intervention 
by the two women. This 
gross negligence on the 
part of the police officers 
would unlikely be shown on 
a fictional crime show. If it 
wasn’t a true story, no one 
would believe it. The horror 
of the scene is that it really 
happened.

 Nearly 75% of true-crime 
podcast listeners are women. 
Some psychologists say it’s 
because women may be 
drawn to true crime to see 
what they would’ve done 
differently and to learn how 
to avoid what the victims 
did. 
 As an equally professional 
source (I just declared my 
psychology major), I’d add 
that maybe so many women 
are drawn to true crime 
over crime shows because 
crime shows don’t ref lect the 
experiences many women 
have had with the justice 
system. With violence 
against women being so 
pervasive and many cases 
remaining unsolved or police 
not believing them, it almost 
makes sense that women 
turn to true crime — a form of 
media that more accurately 
ref lects their experiences 
with the law. 
 Obviously, who am I to 
tell you whether or not to 
spend your Sunday night 
watching this show? If true 
crime is your thing, it’s your 
thing.  But I implore you 
to consume all media you 
watch with a critical lens, 
especially a genre as charged 
as true crime. Ask yourself: 
What about this speaks to 
me? Why am I watching it? 
And most importantly, who is 
affected by my consumption 
and support of this media?

Elizabeth Lee thinks we all 
need to consume our media a 
little more responsibly, especially 
if you fall asleep to the sound of 
bloody murder.

MONSTER:MONSTER:

OLIVIA SHU /  DAILY NEXUS

Dear Z,

Last Friday night, 
a friend took me to the 
ocean. Ordinarily, I would 
be skeptical, but he told 
me we were going to see 
the bioluminescence. I 
scoured local news to find 
anything referring to a 
sighted luminescing in the 
area, but I found none. We 
went to the beach at low 
tide and watched the waves 
for several minutes. We sat 
on the cliff in silence, only 
remarking that we should 
have brought thicker jackets. 
The gray clouds coming off 
the water met the remnant 
storm clouds from the 
mountains with a cold front. 
But in front of us, the waves 
were electric; we couldn’t 
help but be mesmerized by 
their glow. 

As we walked down onto 

the sand, we searched for 
little pockets of water in 
the rock. With a stick, we 
played with the water. With 
a simple touch, sparkles were 
sent in ripples across the 
little lakes. Blue shimmers 
circled in the eddies we 
drew. On the saturated sand, 
we wrote runes that lasted a 
few seconds. We sang the 
themes to “Harry Potter,” 
frolicking in the dark with 
our wands of broken tree 
branches, the only lights in 
the distance being a couple 
constellations and the 
sparkling oil rig a couple 
miles out. 

Amazed, I pulled out 
my phone to capture 
the moment. I hit record 
on a video and watched 
the screen turn black. I 
agitated the water, but no 
blue sparkles appeared on 
the screen. I hopped over 

to another puddle and 
splashed the water. Nothing 
again. Slightly discouraged, 
I turned off the video and 
put away my phone. 

I kept staring at the stick 
in my hand, letting the 
voices of our generation 
f loat around my head: “Pics 
or it didn’t happen…” That 
wasn’t exactly it, though. I 
wanted to save this moment 
for myself for the future 
or send it to my mom to 
say, “Look at this cool 
thing I saw!” I had seen 
bioluminescence before, 
but this was different and 
didn’t feel as though simply 
describing the experience 
with words was enough to 
embody the magic of it all. 

This evening brought me 
to consider, as I swept the 
puddles with my little stick, 
the magic of uncaptured 
moments. Most of my 

favorite memories are not 
captured in photos but 
rather in treasured capsules 
and soundbits in the 
recesses of my mind. The 
mundane scene of watching 
a friend make dinner in a 
cramped I.V. apartment. Or 
watching “The Lord of the 
Rings” trilogy for the first 
time as the sounds of Friday 
evening parties f loat across 
the streets. 

There are also the 
moments that I love to 
capture, solitary. They are 
not so much frozen in time 
but rather a reminder to 
remember that particular 
time, like the first sunset I 
watched over Sands Beach 
after weeks of rain during 
the pandemic. The clouds 
had finally begun to lift and 
as the low tide stretched 
endlessly — the world looked 
expansive and full of life. A 

dog and its walker made 
the first prints into the soft 
sand and a jogger bounded 
in the other direction. Two 
years later, this golden 
image remains my laptop’s 
screensaver, and I never tire 
of staring at it. 

In these days of countless 
images and emblazoned 
digital memories, is there a 
time to take a picture and a 
time to savor a moment? Or 
can we have both?

And now, as I look at that 
video of pure black at the 
beach last week, filled only 
with the sounds of water 
splashing and my sigh, I 
wonder if I should delete it. 
Will my memory serve on 
its own? Or will the moment 
fade away without a photo 
to remember it by?

Forever wondering,
Maya
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