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UC Santa Barbara Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang provided an update 
on campus operations and fielded 
questions regarding Munger Hall 
at the UC Regents meeting, held 
Jan. 18 at UCLA.

Yang lauded the campus’ 
consistent ranking as a top 10 
public university and No. 1 ranking 
Hispanic-Serving Institution 
before providing updates and 
announcements relating to 
campus development. 

New university fundraising 
campaign

Yang announced that UCSB 
is preparing another long-term 
fundraising campaign, heralding 
in a new phase of campus 
philanthropy with an initial goal 
to raise around $2 billion in 
private donations. 

“Many of these recent gifts, 
coupled with the impending 
commitments over the past few 
years, position UC Santa Barbara 
to launch its next comprehensive 
campaign,” Yang said. “The 
campaign will seek to raise $2 
billion in the silent and public 
phase with a preliminary plan 
to conclude the campaign in the 
year 2030.”

UCSB first embarked on a long-
term fundraising campaign in 
2000, an effort led by Yang for the 
university. Fueled by thousands 
of small donations and dozens 
of multi-million dollar gifts from 
wealthy individuals, corporations 
and foundations, the campaign 
brought in over $1.1 billion 
between 2000 and 2016 for UCSB.

Yang’s original campaign had an 
initial goal of raising $350 million 
over seven years. Now, based 
on how far UCSB’s fundraising 
efforts have developed in the past 
23 years, the university’s opening 
goal is around $2 billion.

UCSB anticipates it will move 
into the pre-approval “silent 
phase” of the campaign in the 
next year ahead of the campaign’s 
public launch in 2025 following 
approval from the UC Office of the 
President (UCOP) and Regents. 
That public phase is expected 
to run from 2025 through 2031, 

during which UCSB has a target 
of raising $1.2 billion.

Update on student, staff, 
faculty housing

Yang spoke brief ly on the topic 
of student housing, stating that 
plans to add student bed spaces in 
the proposed Munger Hall dorm 
would benefit both the campus 
and community at large.

“Affordable student housing is 
a priority for the campus. The 
proposed Munger Hall project 
design could be an important 
step on this front,” Yang said. 
“Its construction would help 
reduce density in a neighboring 
community in Isla Vista and would 
provide an additional on-campus 
options for UC Santa Barbara 
students at a cost lower than 
current off-campus alternatives.”

The chancellor said that the 
campus continues to consult 
with its community on the issue 
of student housing and that the 
university will return later to the 
Regents as early as summer to 
share its updated plans.

When asked by multiple 
Regents what the construction 
and development timeline is for 
Munger Hall, Yang was unable to 
provide any specifics, but said the 
campus is continuing to consult 

with the community to try and 
build a consensus regarding the 
project.

“We have done a lot of listing 
and a lot of input, so we just have 
to take time to hear all of the 
opinions and then try to see if we 
can appeal to some consensus,” 
Yang said.

UCOP Executive Vice President 
and Chief Financial Off icer 
Nathan Brostrom said that the 
Munger Hall project team is 
looking into making some changes 
stemming from recommendations 
outlined in the recent Academic 
Senate report on the project.

“We hope to come back, 
possibly as early as this summer 
with a new design that would 
have to have an addendum to the 
[Environmental Impact Report],” 
Brostrom said.

“Why does it have to wait 
until summer?” Regent Richard 
Sherman asked in response. “It’s 
just very frustrating.”

The chancellor also highlighted 
other housing projects underway 
at UCSB that aim to add further 
faculty and staff housing to the 
campus, including a staff and 
faculty housing project that 
would entirely remake the border 
between campus and Isla Vista 

that runs the length of Ocean 
Road.

Planning for the Ocean Road 
faculty housing project dates back 
20 years to documents prepared 
by Urban Design Associates as 
a part of their largely unrealized 
plans to reshape the campus, 
but was delayed due to public 
pressure. 

When completed, the project 
is expected to add 540 faculty 
and staff housing units to the 
university, replacing the area 
where the current Eucalyptus 
Curtain stands. UCSB is looking 
to break ground on the project 
later this year.

Update on campus 
developments, research 

Yang presented a variety of 
information to the UC Regents 
regarding UCSB’s progress on 
research, innovation, equity and 
student success, among other 
topics. 

UCSB has witnessed a 
“substantial growth trend” 
in extramural funding and 
innovation in recent years — with 
$241.5 million in total research 
funding for 2022, the strategic 
campus overview report said. 

Yang announces $2B fundraising 
campaign, gives update on university 
happenings at UC Regents meeting
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Chancellor Yang fields questions from Regents on the Munger Hall project.
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 Nearly a year and a half ago, 
cannabis dispensary Farmacy 
beat out five other dispensary 
candidates for a competitive 
storefront slot: the college town 
of Isla Vista. 

 Now, Farmacy has enjoyed a 
month in its new Pardall Road 
location, serving college students 
and I.V. residents, and promoting 
their mission to “make people 
feel better with plants,” founder 
and president of Farmacy parent 
company Glass House Brands 
Graham Farrar said.

 Farrar — who runs a successful 
chain of Farmacy storefronts 
and manages both growth and 
production of cannabis products 
in California under the Glass 
House group — grew up in the 
Santa Barbara area and spent 
time in I.V. in his high school 
years. He said he considers 
bringing I.V.’s first dispensary to 
fruition “an honor.” 

 “I’m passionate about 
cannabis, and I’m passionate 
about it making people’s lives 
better,” Farrar said. “We feel 
really lucky to be out there, and 
we hope that all the residents of 
Isla Vista and UCSB love it as 
much as we do. We built it just 

for them, and we hope they love 
it.”

 Farmacy opened its doors a 
month ago, on Dec. 15. While 
UC Santa Barbara’s winter break 
meant a quieter first two weeks, 
students’ return to I.V. in January 
has brought new and eager 
customers. 

 “We’ve just been getting 
busier and busier every day. And 
I think it’s getting great feedback 
from the community. People are 
super stoked. One of my favorite 
things is when somebody comes 
in the morning, and then we see 
them come back again … and 
they’re bringing two friends,” 
Farrar said. 

 For Farrar, the new storefront 
is an opportunity to bring the 
I.V. community directly into 
the continually developing 
California cannabis industry 
— a countrywide leader in 
progressive cannabis laws and 
products. 

 “Everybody at UCSB, if 
they grew up in California, has 
never known illegal cannabis, 
right. Like, there’s always been 
cannabis if you’re 21 or 22 years 
old — medical cannabis started 
in California 26 years ago. So 
everybody out there kind of lives 

New cannabis 
dispensary 

blazes into Isla 
Vista

Students returning to campus means new and eager customers for 
Farmacy.
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Workers seeking salary increases to combat a higher cost of living — 
along with other benefits — strike during fall quarter.
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 The conclusion of the largest 
higher education strike of all time 
that occurred last month achieved 
higher wages and improved benefits 
for the University of California’s 
graduate students, but left some 
questioning if their union could 

have pushed the effort further to 
garner greater concessions.
 Thousands of workers across 
the University of California (UC) 
system, organized under three 
United Auto Workers (UAW) 
unions, walked off the job on 
Nov. 14 as negotiations over new 
contracts for each of the unions 
stalled. The workers sought salary 
increases to combat a higher cost 
of living along with other benefits. 

 Over five weeks passed before 
members of UAW 2865 and Student 
Researchers United (SRU) — the last 
two striking unions — voted to ratify 
new 2.5-year contracts, brokered 
with the help of Sacramento Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg, ending the strike. 
Members of both unions spoke 
with the Nexus following the 
strike’s conclusion to share their 
perspectives on the new contract. 
 The UAW contract was voted 
down by union members at UC 
Merced, UC Santa Barbara and 
UC Santa Cruz, but approved by all 
other campuses. The SRU contract 
was approved by all campuses but 
UC Merced and UCSC. 
 Emily Fox, a graduate student in 
the UCSB Department of Sociology 
and UAW 2865 organizer, said that 
the contract failed to address key 
demands of the union regarding 
rent burden, large class sizes and 
policing on campus.
 “The strike definitely won us 
more than we would have gotten 
had we not gone on strike, but this 

new contract does not solve the 
most pressing issues that student 
workers face,” Fox said.
 For Academic Student 
Employees, the contracts will bring 
salary increases between 16.5% to 
32.7% by October 2023, according to 
the UC Office of the President. The 
full raises outlined in the contract 
will not take effect until October 
2024, when teaching assistants 
with a 50% time appointment will 
see a minimum pay of at least 
$34,000, and associate instructors 
and teaching fellows will see a 
16.7% raise.
 “Our most precarious grads can’t 
wait two years to pay their bills or 
to afford childcare and medical 
care or to feed for their families,” 
Fox said. “The new UC-UAW 
contracts will still leave many, if 
not most, UCSB graduate student 
workers severely rent-burdened 
and struggling to make ends meet 
each month.”
 An analysis conducted by 
a UAW 2865 member at UCSB 

found that rent for residences 
on and off campus will continue 
to pose a significant burden for 
graduate students even with the 
new contract’s pay raises in effect.
 Anti-bullying protections, 
expanded childcare leave and 
subsidies are among the contract’s 
other benefits, although Fox took 
issue with concessions made 
related to COVID-19 safety and 
a lack of university housing and 
accessibility for disabled workers, 
among others. 
 “The majority of the union’s 
bargaining team traded these 
critical demands for a raise that 
ends up being less than a living 
wage and that we won’t actually 
see in total for another two years,” 
she said.
 “I’m proud that, at UCSB, we 
did everything we could to support 
each other and fight for the dignity 
we deserve,” Fox continued. “We’re 
going to continue fighting until 
graduate school is affordable, 
accessible and safe for everyone.” 

 For Julia — a student researcher 
in the materials department and 
UAW SRU member who declined 
to share her last name for privacy 
reasons — the contract was “a big 
relief.” 
 “Creating those big movements, 
and then getting something 
decisive, and then minimizing the 
personal costs to the worker — I 
think we got that done,” she said. 
 The majority of Graduate 
Student Researchers under the 
new contract will see a 10% salary 
increase within the contract’s first 
year, with a bump in the minimum 
salary to $34,564.50 for 50% time 
appointments by October 2024.
 Julia acknowledged wage 
stagnation as a major issue at the 
UC and said that the contract’s 
current increases were a positive 
step forward. 
 “Stagnation of wages has been 
a problem that the UC has known 
about for decades at this point, and 

UAW union members reflect on historic contract campaign
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Weekly goings-on in and 
around Isla Vista

A week in UC student news

Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity hosts 
Black LGBTQIA+ Vision 
Boarding 
 The Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity is holding 
a Black LGBTQIA+ vision 
boarding workshop on Thursday, 
Jan. 19, from 5-6:30 p.m. The 
event is titled, “2023 Moodboard 
Manifestation: Black QT Vision 
Boarding,” and will be held in 
the African diasporic Cultural 
Resource Center Lounge. 
 “This is a space for Black 
Queer and Trans+ students to 
build community and create vision 
boards for the new year,” the 
Shoreline description read. 
 Prospective attendees can 
register for the event on Shoreline 
to be eligible for giveaway items, 
such as an alcohol marker set, 
a scrapbooking kit or an Instax 
camera. Food will be provided. 
Taiwanese Student Association 
brings “Great Gatsby” winter 
formal 
 In collaboration with the 
Korean Student Association, 
International Student Association, 
Japanese Student Association, 
Hong Kong Student Association 
and Chinese Student Association, 
the Taiwanese Student Association 
is hosting a winter formal on Jan. 
20 from 7-11 p.m. at the UCen 
Hub. The event will feature live 
music and performances. Food 
and drinks will be provided. 
 The event is Gatsby themed, 

and guests are required to wear 
masquerade masks, for which 
guests can either bring their own 
mask or receive one at the check-
in desk. Walk-in admission is $25.
 The dress code is “Gatsby/
Roaring 20s,” and guests are 
encouraged to wear black, white 
and/or gold outfits. 
MultiCultural Center hosts 
staff art exhibition in honor of 
35th anniversary 
 The MultiCultural Center 
(MCC) staff members are opening 
their staff art exhibition on Jan. 
23 at 10 a.m. in celebration of 
the center’s 35th anniversary. 
The theme is MultiCulturalism & 
Social Justice, and the artwork will 
be showcased by Jesse Avila.
 “In honor of the MCC’s 35th 
Anniversary, this special art 
exhibition honors the current 
caretakers of the MCC,” the 
Shoreline description read. “We 
are creative in the ways we seek to 
change the campus and the larger 
community.”
 The art exhibition will close on 
March 24 at 5 p.m. There will also 
be a reception held on Feb. 2 from 
6-8 p.m. at the MCC Lounge.
Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity discusses 
LGBTQIA+ hydroponics 
workshop 
 The Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity is 
hosting a hydroponics workshop 
on Jan. 23 from 4-5 p.m. at the 
Isla Vista Community Center in 
collaboration with the Edible 
Campus Program.
 The event will discuss 
LGBTQIA+ agricultural history 

and aims to spread awareness 
about food insecurity and 
sustainable farming. Participants 
will also have the opportunity to 
create their personal hydroponics 
system. 
 Those interested in attending 
can sign up on Shoreline. 
Asian Resource Center 
holds community mindful 
meditation 
 The Asian Resource Center 
is hosting an event of mindful 
meditation for the campus 
community on Jan. 26 from 4:30-5 
p.m. at the Asian Resource Center 
on the first f loor of the Student 
Resource Building. The event is 
co-hosted by the Educational 
Opportunity Program. 
 This event is planned to be 
weekly, and certified facilitator 
Michael Takahara will be leading 
the group in guided meditation 
each week. 
Campus Advocacy, Resources 
& Education hosts workshop 
of trauma-informed spaces and 
disclosures 
 The Campus Advocacy, 
Resources & Education office is 
continuing its “Care to Thrive” 
series with a workshop on trauma-
informed spaces and handling 
disclosures on Jan. 23 from 5-6:30 
p.m. over Zoom. The event aims to 
aid teaching assistants in creating 
trauma-informed classrooms. 
 “The goal of this workshop is to 
create a campus that understands 
and offers empathy to the survivor 
experience as well as to look at ways 
we all can bring an understanding 
of trauma into our daily work,” the 
Shoreline description read. 

Human skeleton found on UC 
Berkeley campus
 A human skeleton was 
discovered on UC Berkeley’s 
Clark Kerr Campus on Jan. 10. 
The remains were found in 
an event building that hadn’t 
been used for years, university 
administrators told ABC News.
 “Although the remains are 
skeletonized, it is not clear how 
many years they have been there,” 
a UC Berkeley spokesperson said 
in a statement.
 The UC Police Department 
and the Alameda County 
Coroner’s Bureau have both 
opened investigations into the 
remains, according to ABC 
News. 

Multiple UC law schools 
withdraw from U.S. News & 
World Report rankings
 UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
UC Irvine and UC Davis law 
schools will no longer submit 
data to the U.S. News & World 
Report’s annual law school 

ranking, the LA Times reported 
in November.
 “The rankings disincentivize 
schools from supporting 
public service careers for their 
graduates, building a diverse 
student population, and awarding 
need-based f inancial aid,” UCLA 
Law School Interim Dean Russell 
Korobkin said in a statement to 
the campus community.
 According to the LA Times, 
at least half of the U.S. News’ top 
20 law schools — including Yale 
University, Stanford University, 
Harvard University and Columbia 
University — withdrew from the 
rankings and cited longstanding 
issues with the methodology. 
 “The U.S. News rankings 
discourage law schools from 
enrolling more diverse student 
bodies and do not in any way 
value more diverse law faculties,” 
UC Davis Law School Dean 
Kevin Johnson said in a Nov. 28 
letter.
UC Davis hires new vice 
Provost and Dean of 
Undergraduate Education
 Michael Bradford was 

appointed as UC Davis vice 
provost and dean of undergraduate 
education, Provost and Executive 
Vice Chancellor Mary Croughan 
announced on Tuesday.
 Bradford will take over for 
Interim Vice Provost and Dean 
of Undergraduate Education 
John Marx, and will start on Feb. 
21.
 “Michael’s passion for creating 
an environment for exceptional 
undergraduate experiences for all 
students makes him an incredible 
asset to our team and to this 
university,” Croughan said in her 
statement.
 Bradford previously served as 
the vice provost for faculty, staff 
and student development at the 
University of Connecticut since 
2020. He initially joined UConn 
as an assistant professor of the 
dramatic arts in 2000 and was 
the department head of Dramatic 
Arts from 2017 to 2020.
 “I am deeply honored to be 
joining a university with such a 
long history of providing students 
with a world-class education,” 
Bradford said.
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ACROSS
1. “The Queen’s Gambit” main    
character
5. Time periods
9. Torso muscles, for short
13. “Quatro” + “quatro”
14. Bombard with snowballs
15. “For real,” in slang
16. Soccer guard bone
17. The Woods”
18. Car made by 4-Down
19. Thing used to guide an 
orchestra
22. Kit bar
23. Snowboard alternative
24. Allows
25. Someone very close
27. Bud location
30. 18 percent, maybe
32. Small battery type
33. Busch product
36. Location of the world’s tallest 
building
40. Supreme Court icon who 
fought for gender equality
44. Prank
45. Sleep
46. Plead for
47. Base (number system)
49. Animal house
51. Body of water with few waves
52. Piece of furniture
55. “Who to judge?”
58. “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
computer
60. Does financial work
66. Nepal neighbor
67. Horse-hoof sound
68. “That being said” text
acronym
69. Get misty, like windshields
70. Guitar attachment
71. Kill bills
72. Thing
73. Last word of a prayer
74. No difficulty
DOWN
1. Type of Pear
2. Reverberate, like sound
3. “Heads up!”
4. See 18- Across
5. Awesome
6. Monthly cost
7. Some high choir ranges
8. Bird that sounds like a campus 
tower
9. Neighbourhood drinking place

10. Like some triangles 
11. Oracle’s card deck
12. Ranges over
15. Apprehend
20. Salt Lake City College
21. Dog command
25. ___ California 
26. Goat-Man, in mythology 
28. Alphabetic trio
29. Saxophone mouthpiece
31. Cards with photos 
34. Freud concept
35. Flirting ability, in TikTok
37. Boba
38. What pi r squared calculates 
39. Azalea of rap
41. Extremely hard metal
42. Cold cubes 
43. Keanu Reeves role
48. Rude refusal
50. Resistance unit in physics 
52. Film genre with aliens 
53. Believe it ___
54. Rich chocolate 
57. See 56-Down
59. Greater than
61. Pen cover
62. “Absolutely not”
63. Second word of many fairy 
tales
64. Spoils, like food
65. It has a sole 
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 The University of California 
Regents Committee on 
Investments discussed the 
performance of the UC’s portfolio 
of investments on Jan. 17, which 
currently sits at $157 billion in 
assets, as of Jan. 15.
 The UC’s investments — 
comprised of stocks and bonds, 

real estate, and cash assets — 
fund the university’s endowment 
and retirement savings program. 
Working capital accounted for 
$19.7 billion of the total fund, with 
the majority of money allocated 
for retirement and pensions at 
$114.7 billion and the remaining 
$22.5 billion servicing the 
endowment.
 Since 2014, the portfolio has 
grown at an average annual rate 
of 5%, whereas it grew at a rate of 
2-3% from 2000-2013.
 Jagdeep Singh Bachher, who 
signed on as the chief investment 
off icer and vice president of 
investments for the UC in 2014, 
said the office’s strategic asset 
allocation drove higher rates of 
return. 
 In his presentation, Bachher 

touched on the UC’s decision, 
announced on Jan. 3, to invest $4 
billion in Blackstone Real Estate 
Income Trust (BREIT), the start 
of a long-term strategic venture 
with the private equity and real 
estate investment firm.
 “Real estate is a good hedge 
in a recessionary environment, 
and the cash f lows are certainly 
attractive to have in a portfolio of 
stocks and bonds,” Bachher said. 
“There’s going to be a fair bit 
of discussion on the investment 
we made with $4 billion in one 
investment in the BREIT with 
Blackstone, with the anticipation 
that over the next five years … 
when we liquidate we’ll earn a 
minimum of 11.25%.”
 The venture became 
controversial for Blackstone’s 

alleged role in fueling rent 
increases in California, evicting 
tenants in its affordable housing 
units and spending to defeat a 
2018 rent control measure. 
 The Council of UC Faculty 
Associations joined with UC 
unions to call for the UC’s 
divestment from Blackstone. 
Members of the Alliance of 
Californians for Community 
Empowerment (ACCE) spoke at 
the public comment session of 
the Jan. 17 Regents meeting in 
support of divestment.
 “It’s ridiculous how money 
hungry you are to come into 
our communities and displace 
our people, our old people that 
have worked all their lives to 
be where they’re at,” ACCE 
organizer Patricia Mendoza said. 

“This is how we treat our fellow 
community members?”
 UC Investments also adopted 
other revenue earning strategies; 
the office sold $3 billion worth 
of real estate and prioritized a 
passive investing approach over 
stock picking, a move that saved 
money on active stock analysts.
 “We had the start of the 
pandemic and for the f irst 
six months, it looked like real 
estate was going to be the 
worst performing asset. And 
then something happened. The 
pandemic had an impact on real 
estate values, commercially and 
in our personal lives, that just 
surprised all of us,” Bachher said.
 As real estate saw historic 
returns, with commercial and 
residential home values jumping 

up to 40% during the pandemic, 
UC decided to “take some of 
those chips off the table” and sell, 
according to Baccher.
 The university’s cash assets 
yielded returns at a rate of 4.6%, 
a high that Bachher said “we 
haven’t seen since the global 
financial crisis.”
 Additionally, the decision to 
shift holdings from long-term 
to short-term bonds at the start 
of the pandemic saved the UC 
approximately $1 billion in losses.
 “In the onset of the pandemic, 
we felt that with rates practically 
at 0, it would be a better thing to 
look at our position and shorten 
our duration of bonds,” Bachher 
said. “That decision continues to 
pay. It’s saved us close to a billion 
dollars.”

UC reviews investment portfolio performance, 
controversial venture with Blackstone

Nisha Malley
County News Editor

 The Regents discussed the 
new multi-year compact between 
the UC and the state, outlining 
strategies to increase enrollment 
and the affordability of the UC.
 Governor Gavin Newsom 
approved the multi-year compact 
in May 2022, providing a yearly 
base budget increase of 5% to 
the university. In turn, the UC 
will work on long-term, student-
focused goals.

 The compact outlines six 
broad goals the UC is committing 
to: increasing access to the UC, 
improving student success and 
advancing equity, increasing the 
affordability of a UC education, 
increasing intersegmental 
collaboration to benef it 
students, supporting workforce 
preparedness and high-demand 
career pipelines and providing 
access to online courses.
 The UC is required to submit 
an annual report to the state by 
November of each year, with the 

2022 report laying out the initial 
plans. Reports from 2023-2026 
will outline what actions have 
already been taken, as well as 
planned actions for the next year.
 “Through annual reporting, 
the university has the opportunity 
to re-commit to these shared end 
goals and identify areas that need 
greater emphasis or support,” said 
UC Executive Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer Nathan 
Brostrom.
 Enrollment is the primary 
area of action, with the report 

stating the UC will add 8,000 
full-time equivalent students over 
four years.
 “We need to be able to reach 
the enrollment goal at the end 
of [each] time period, and look 
at adding 4,000 plus students 
each year to get us on track in 
that direction,” said Institutional 
Research and Academic Planning 
Vice President Pamela Brown. 
 A minimum of 15% of this 
growth will be aimed at UC 
Berkeley, UCLA and UC San 
Diego, which Regent Jose 

Hernandez said takes attention 
away from campuses with 
proportionally lower enrollment 
rates.
 “It seems like the rich keep 
getting richer and the poor keep 
getting poorer, if we look at 
enrollment growth at our other 
universities,” Hernandez said. 
 To address affordability, the 
compact aims to reduce non-
tuition expenses, primarily 
housing.
 “One of our biggest pushes is 
to make housing more available 

to students. UCLA now has a 
four-year guarantee, UC San 
Diego has one, we have to make 
sure that we can do that on every 
campus,” Brostrom said.

Regents discuss 2022 annual multi-year compact report

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Sindhu Ananthavel
Deputy News Editor

Systemwide Title IX office presents current 
efforts and initiatives in UC

 
 
 Systemwide Title IX Director 
Julie Lewis and Systemwide 
Deputy Director Isabel Alvarado 
Dees presented on the UC 
Off ice of the President’s (UCOP) 
current Title IX prevention, 

response and complaint 
resolution programs to the 
Board of Regents. 
 Title IX prohibits the 
discrimination against or 
harassment of anyone at the 
University on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender, pregnancy, 
ability, medical condition, 
ancestry, marital status, sexual 
orientation, citizenship or age. 
The UC Systemwide Title IX 
Off ice supports and leads the 
Title IX off ices across the 10 
UC campuses, the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory 
and the Off ice of the President. 
 “It is important to note at the 
onset that sexual harassment 
and gender-based discrimination 

is endemic in our society and 
ending and redressing impacts 
are a shared community 
responsibility,” Lewis said. 
 Title IX off icers oversee 
the response and complaint 
resolution processes, as well as 
prevention efforts for the UC. 
The off icers work under the 
UC policy on Sexual Violence 
and Sexual Harassment (SVSH) 
— a UCOP policy that def ines 
conduct prohibited by Title IX 
and establishes the authority 
and responsibility of Title IX 
of f icers. Prevention ef forts 
focus on expansive education 
and training for all campus 
communities in the UC. 
 Dees detailed that all incoming 
students must complete training 

through three points of contact: 
online education prior to arrival 
on campus, in-person education 
once they arrive on campus and 
electronic communication in the 
f irst few weeks of instruction. 
 “[This is] to ensure that all 
students know where to report 
and what to report and how to 
seek support during that period 
when we see the majority of 
incidents occurring on campuses 
nationwide,” Dees said. 
 All UC staff and faculty 
must also train to meet the 
Responsible Employee reporting 
requirement under the SVSH 
policy once every two years, and 
supervisors must undergo the 
same training annually. 
 “We’ve taken signif icant steps 

by providing guidance to our 
campuses for how to respond 
when employees fail to meet this 
obligation,” Dees said. “Making 
explicit our prohibitions on 
retaliation is a critical factor 
in ensuring staff and faculty 
who hear or observe possible 
misconduct feel safe coming 
forward.” 
 Dees highlighted the 
importance of campus culture 
in light of sexual violence 
prevent ion, coordinat ing 
community review team 
campaigns and climate surveys 
at the local level and conducting 
research initiatives under the 
National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) across UC facilities. 

 According to Dees, the 
Systemwide Title IX efforts aim 
to foster a “culture of safety, 
respect and accountability.” 
She said the off ice is working 
to support the systemwide 
non-discrimination policy 
and presidential policy on 
abusive conduct, focusing on 
“meaningful engagement from 
senior leadership and training 
requirements in competence 
on trauma informed practices, 
implicit bias and cultural 
humility.”
 “Leadership demonstrating 
with action the importance of 
this topic is noted by NASEM 
as a promising practice in 
preventing sexual harassment in 
higher education,” Dees said. 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach
Editor

YANG AT UC REGENTS Continued from p.1

In order to maintain their 
goals of increasing extramural 
funding and commercial 
adoption of UCSB technologies, 
the university will continue to 
focus on quantum science and 
materials, biological engineering 
and materials, and coastal science 
as areas of research interest. 

“Cross-cutting all these efforts, 
and many others, is a strong, 
campus-wide desire to have 
an impact on environmental 
resilience and justice — to create 
new innovations and industries 
that would propel a sustainable 
economy with greater equity in 
its treatment of all populations,” 
the report said. 

During the Academic Affairs 
committee meeting, Yang 
discussed the construction of 
the new Interactive Learning  
Pavilion, a classroom building 
that is set to open this spring 
quarter. 

“I walk on the campus every 
day and saw that the construction 
of this project is on time and on 
budget. This is the first building 

dedicated to instruction on 
campus in almost 50 years,” Yang 
said. 

He also mentioned past 
purchases and renovations of Santa 
Catalina, Tropicana Gardens and 
Embarcadero Hall in I.V. to help 
create “a neighboring community 
that better compliments our 
stature as a world-class research 
university.” 

The report also noted the 
university’s increase in prestige 
and rank over time. Three 
decades ago, the campus 
received 16,000 applications, 
had an 85% acceptance rate and 
underrepresented minorities 
made up only 14% of the school’s 
population, according to the 
report. 

In 2022, UCSB received 110,000 
applications, had a 26% acceptance 
rate, 31% of enrolled first-year 
students are underrepresented 
minorities, and is ranked No. 7 
in public universities by the U.S. 
News & World Report. 

“Today, UC Santa Barbara is 
a premier research institution 

with outstanding faculty, talented 
and diverse student body and 
a growing and extraordinary 
alumni base,” Yang said during 
his presentation. “We’ve already 
reached our [Long Range 
Development Plan] goal of 25,000 
students a year.” 

UCSB also fosters several 
programs to support student 
success on campus, including 
the Promise Scholars Program, 
Presidential Scholars Program 
and Guardian Scholars Program, 
the report read. These programs 
are designed to uplift students 
from underrepresented or 
marginalized backgrounds like 
foster care or f irst-generation 
college attendees. 

UCSB is a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution (HSI) and an Asian 
American and Native American 
Paci f ic Islander-Serving 
Institution, according to the 
strategic overview. 

To augment UCSB’s HSI 
status, the university has 
joined the Alliance of Hispanic 
Serving Research Universities, 

“a voluntary association of 
universities that are both 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
and in the top five percent of 
universities in the country for 
research,” the overview read. 

UCSB is also aiming to meet 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
requirements for the UC to earn 
a 5% state funding increase by 
eliminating racial and other gaps 
in 4-year graduation rates and 
increasing STEM degrees and 
credentials by 25%. 

To help meet this goal, UCSB 
will be implementing a summer 
bridge program for incoming 
Black students to succeed and 
graduate on time. 

“The campus community, 
in keeping with the academic 
mission of the University of 
California to educate its residents, 
strives to create an environment 
that is welcoming for all sectors 
of the state’s diverse population, 
and that is conducive to the 
development of each individual’s 
highest potential,” the report  
read. 
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Santa Barbara County is grappling 
with the aftermath of the winter 
rainstorm that caused f looding and 
mudslides and necessitated various 
rescue operations throughout the 
region.  

Santa Barbara County (SBC) 
witnessed historic rainfall numbers 
on Jan. 9, with 6-12 inches of rain 
from the San Marcos Pass down to 
the coast and in the city of Santa 
Barbara, according to SBC Fire 
Department Chief Mark Hartwig. 
The National Weather Service 
reported between 15-25 inches of 
rain in the foothills and 7-12 inches 
of rain along the coast over the last 
two weeks. 

The SBC Fire Department 
received over 400 calls for service 
and 100 calls for water rescues 
throughout the county since Jan. 9, 
none of which resulted in death or 
injury, according to Hartwig. 

Areas in which the rescues 
occurred included the Santa Ynez 
Valley, Santa Maria, Alisal Road and 
Isla Vista, among others. Among 
the 100, there were three confirmed 
water rescues conducted in Isla 
Vista that the fire department and 
law enforcement agencies actively 
responded to. 

In Isla Vista, several surfers and 
kayakers attempted to go in the 

ocean during the winter storm, 
becoming stranded along the bluffs 
and requiring emergency assistance. 
There were three reported water 
rescues in Isla Vista, with one surfer 
being stranded on the bluffs off of 
Del Playa Drive, one surfer trapped 
on  Goleta Beach and two kayakers 
stranded on the bluffs off of Del 
Playa Drive. 

SBC Fire Department Public 
Information Off icer Scott 
Safechuck emphasized the dangers 
of swimming or surfing amidst 
the storm in reference to this most 
recent incident in Isla Vista, saying 
that such decisions lead to potential 
injury of both the victims and 
rescue personnel. 

“They may not have felt the 
danger at which they were in but 
because of the exposed rocks that 
are down there and the lack of light 
… it poses a great risk to not only 
[the victims] but to the rescuers 
that were out there,” Safechuck 
said. 

Other calls for water rescue 
include drivers stranded in their 
vehicles at f looded intersections 
and needing assistance at high 
rising water sections near creeks 
and rivers.

The water level for Lake 
Cachuma rose from 37% to full 
capacity, with the potential to 
spill over in the case of additional 
rainfall.

A few major roads remain 
closed, including Highway 
154 in both directions and                                                 

Old Coast Highway at 101. 
The following routes along 

Highway 101 were previously 
closed due to f looding conditions: 
Northbound 101 closed at exit 
33 through Santa Claus Lane, 
Northbound 101 closed at 
Winchester Canyon Road and 
Southbound 101 closed at Milpas. 

After Jan. 17, the county expects 
to see a dry period and has shifted 
their response strategy to focus 
on recovery and rebuilding rather 
than emergency orders, according 
to SBC Executive Office Public 
Information Officer Kelsey Buttitta. 
Crews with various departments 
are actively assessing damages 
and taking reports from individual 
property owners.

The county also closed its shelters 
— made available to evacuees during 
the atmospheric river event — after 
no longer seeing a need within the 
community. The evacuation center 
at the Santa Barbara City College 
Wake Campus reached capacity 
during the storm, providing 
shelter to over 100 individuals. 
Local organizations are currently 
assisting a remainder of residents 
that have been displaced to get 
them into housing, according to 
Buttitta.

On readysbc.org, SBC Office of 
Emergency Management offers a 
centralized location for community 
resources and services related to 
storm recovery.

While nearly all protective 
actions have been lifted in the 
county, oceanside Del Playa Drive 
properties are still highlighted as an 
“area of concern” on the county’s 
storm incident map due to their 
vulnerable location.

Buttitta said the county 
considered the cliffs to be 
“extremely dangerous” during 
the storm and has cautioned Isla 
Vista residents to avoid patios and 
outdoor features along the cliffs, 
and to keep a distance from around 
and underneath the bluffs following 
storm activity.

No reported local injuries, deaths 
as worst of CA storm concludes

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach
Editor
Nisha Malley
County News Editor
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The Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Committee of Santa Barbara held 
its 16th annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Holiday Celebration from Jan. 
12-16 — a series of community events 
commemorating the late civil rights 
activist. 

The first event was a silent march 
held on Jan. 12 at UC Santa Barbara, 
organized by the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Committee of Santa Barbara 
(MLKSB) in collaboration with 
UCSB’s Black Student Union, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity and Educational 
Opportunity Program.

Speakers from the organizing 
entities gathered at the Eternal Flame 
monument on campus and provided 
remarks on the importance of the 
holiday and the annual “Walk With 
Us” silent march, which last occurred 
in 2016.

“The symbolism of [the Eternal 
Flame] is it’s always burning. It’s 
always staying lit. That’s something 
that resonates with me, and I continue 
to fight as an advocacy counselor 
on this campus,” UCSB alumnus, 
former Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
member and Office of Black Student 
Development advocacy counselor 
Mekhi Mitchell said during the event. 

Attendees then marched from the 
Eternal Flame to the MultiCultural 
Center, where lunch and refreshments 
were served. 

Following the silent march, 
MLKSB hosted a Jan. 13 Friday 
service at the Congregation B’nai 
B’rith synagogue, a “Day of Service” 
on Jan. 14 for volunteering with 
various organizations and a Sunday 
service on Jan. 15 at specific church 
organizations honoring Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

The organization’s final event 
was on Jan. 16 with keynote 
speaker Daina Ramey Berry in The 
Arlington Theatre, along with awards 

ceremonies for MLKSB’s annual 
poetry and essay contest and several 
musical performances. This year’s 
overarching event theme was “Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, 
‘What are you doing for others?’” — a 
quote from Martin Luther King Jr.

The Monday program originally 
included a 9 a.m. march from De 
La Guerra Plaza and guest speaker 
Edward Song, which were cut in 
response to extreme weather 
conditions in Santa Barbara County.

Congressman Salud Carbajal, 
State Senator Monique Limón, 
Assemblymember Gregg Hart and 
Santa Barbara Mayor Randy Rowse 
all attended the event, speaking about 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s impact and 
legacy. 

“In recognizing and reflecting and 
celebrating his life, we pay tribute to 
his principles of love, justice, inclusion 
and respect,” Limón said.

Singers Miriam Dance, Shirley 
Hammons and Michelle Jarvis, 
percussion group Dancing Drum and 
Capoeira instructor Mariano Silva 
gave music and dance performances. 
Participants who entered the annual 
MLKSB essay and poetry contest for  
K-12 students earned awards for their 
prose inspired by the year’s theme.

Berry closed the program with a 
presentation on servant leadership, 
defining the question, ‘How can you 
help others?’ three-dimensionally: 
length, defined by self-acceptance 
and inner power; breadth, based on 
concern for the welfare of others; 
and height, highlighting the reach 
towards a higher being.

She emphasized that a major aspect 
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy is 
the importance of servitude and the 
efforts made to help others. 

“King reminds us that at the end of 
your life, the question will be, ‘What 
did you do for others?’” Berry said. 
“This is the breadth of life, there is 
nothing greater than doing something 
for others.”

Martin Luther King Jr. Committee of Santa Barbara 
commemorates MLK day in 16th annual celebration

Sindhu Ananthavel
Deputy News Editor

Keynote speaker Daina Ramey Berry lectures on 
servitude and leadership as a part of Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s legacy.

MLKSB President E. Onja Brown speaks last, wrapping up 
the speakers before the march begins.
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Attendees march in silence from the Eternal Flame to the MultiCultural Center. 
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Second-year communication major and BSU Co-Retention Director Ajani 
Washington gives opening remarks.
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Swimming or surfing amid the storm can be very dangerous, 
according to Safechuck.
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The series of rainstorms that 
pummeled the California coast last 
week caused damage to private 
properties and beach access points 
in Isla Vista, including erosion 
underneath oceanside patios. 

In response to the dangerous 
conditions, Santa Barbara County 
and Isla Vista landowners are 
repairing recent damages and 
attempting to address the ongoing 
issue of cliff safety. The cliffside 
remains mostly unchanged, 
with no immediate evidence of 
significant erosion or landslides, 
Santa Barbara County Director 
of Planning & Development Lisa 
Plowman said.

The Santa Barbara County 
Department of Planning & 
Development conducted an aerial 
survey of the bluff on Jan. 5 and 
walked along a portion of the 
bluff to assess erosion ahead of 
the storm, according to Plowman.

The survey identified blufftop 
erosion that had caused two 
oceanside patios, located at 6597 
Del Playa Drive and 6599 Del 
Playa Drive, to unsafely hang over 
the cliff edge. The landowners 
hence pulled the fences back from 
the cliff edge and removed the 
overhanging portions of the patio, 
as mandated by county planning.

While the recent storms present 
a likely cause of the erosion, 
Plowman said she could not 
definitively attribute the bluff ’s 
degradation to the rainfall.

“It could have happened as a 
result of the rains that had led up 
to that time because there had 
been pretty steady rain through 
December, but I can’t say for sure,” 
Plowman said.

The storm compromised 
the stairway beach access at 
Camino Pescadero Park and at El 
Embarcadero Road near Pelican 
Park. Santa Barbara County 
Parks is making repairs to the 
beach access staircases at El 
Embarcadero Road and Camino 
Pescadero, and all Isla Vista beach 
access points are currently closed 

due to the weather conditions.
“Due to the rough swells, we are 

really advising a lot of caution in 
approaching blufftop fences,” said 
Sydney Castañeda, community 
engagement director for the 
Isla Vista Community Services 
District. 

Santa Barbara County Parks 
has plans to pull back the fences 
at Pelican Park and Sea Lookout 
Park, which have grown closer 
to the cliff edge after years of 
erosion, according to Castañeda.

The residents at 6599 Del Playa 
Drive, a five-bedroom house rented 
by a group of 18 tenants, noticed 
the erosion and contacted their 
property management company, 
PlayaLife I.V. (PlayaLife), on Jan. 
7, requesting repairs to the deck.

“The cliff below our deck has 
been eroded from the storm. 
We’d like someone to come check 
which parts of the deck are still 
safe,” the tenants wrote in the 
submitted maintenance request. 

Fourth-year communication 
and environmental studies double 
major Quinn Costello said workers 
addressed the issue over the course 
of three days, from Jan. 10-12. In 
that time, the workers dismantled 
and reinstalled the fence, bringing 
it an estimated 6 feet closer to the 
property. The overhanging patio 
was also cut down and removed 
from the beach. The patio’s 
cement curbs, reinforced by rebar, 
were destabilized by the erosion 
and removed as well.

Multiple residents expressed 
their discontent with the lack of 
communication from PlayaLife 
about the stability of the patio and 
the repairs that would take place.

“There was not communication 
of when the deck would be 
fixed or how much they were 
taking off,” Costello said. “All 
communication, we had to seek it 
out, but that’s pretty representative 
of all of our communication with 
PlayaLife. They’re not exactly the 
most responsive.”

PlayaLife manages 40 properties 
in I.V., and markets itself as a 
“luxury beach front” rental 
company. PlayaLife management 

did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

Fourth-year communication 
major Grace Thiemann lives in the 
neighboring house with shared 
access to the patio. She attested 
to feeling frustrated and scared 
during the experience, exacerbated 
by a lack of communication from 
PlayaLife.

“They literally didn’t inform 
us of anything,” Thiemann said. 
“We were all sitting here scared, 
for definitely a handful of days, 
and we didn’t hear anything and 
they wouldn’t respond to us. They 
weren’t responding to any parent.”

“PlayaLife gets really difficult. 
We have a bad relationship 
with them, I would say,” she      
continued.

Ida Nevstad, fourth-year 
economics major and housemate 
of Thiemann, said she never 
received any safety information 
from the property management 
company about the structural 
integrity of the patio or house.

“We would have appreciated 
them communicating more,” 
Nevstad said. “Now that they’ve 
moved it, it’s fine, but they didn’t 
say anything while the storm was 
happening or tell us that they 
were going to move it. They just 
kind of did it, so it would have 
been nice to know that they were 
monitoring it.”

Plowman said the county 
sent out notices to landlords 
with properties identif ied as 
“vulnerable” on Jan. 8, stating 
public safety concerns with the 
upcoming storm. The landowners 
generally cooperated, according 
to Plowman, with one property 
management company reaching 
out to the residents living in its 30 
properties.

“They had been communicating 
with their residents to advise them 
to not go out on the bluffs during 
the storm events, so they’ve been 
cooperative,” Plowman said.

Plowman could not confirm the 
name of the property management 
company mentioned. PlayaLife 
sent a text message to its residents 
on Jan. 4.

“It has been reported that a 
major storm is headed to Isla Vista. 
We strongly advise everyone to 
stay off the back patio and away 
from the railing during this time,” 
the message read.

Concern over the degradation 
of the bluffs along Del Playa 
Drive is not new, and community 
members have frequently tended 
to the issue over the years 
following a hazardous event.

The bluffs are constantly 
retreating at a rate between 2 and 
14 inches per year, according to 
property line surveys conducted 
by the county in 1965 and 1984. 
The cliffs can collapse by several 
feet suddenly and without warning 
due to severe weathering, wave 
action or landslides.

“It’s been eroding, and you’ve 
seen that because we’ve been 
having to cut buildings back. I 
think that’s inevitable,” Plowman 
said of the bluffs.

After a heavy storm in 2017, a 
part of the cliff at 6653 Del Playa  
Drive collapsed into the ocean, 
taking a chunk of the oceanside 
balcony with it. The landowner 
demolished four units deemed 
unsafe, forcibly displacing 28 
residents.

The sudden bluff failure 
prompted county agencies to up 
their setback requirements for 
properties from 5 - 10 feet from 
the cliff edge. Fencing is also 
required along the bluffs, at least 4 
feet in distance from the cliff edge. 

Plowman issued a message of 
caution, advising people to stay 
away from the bluffs while the 
ground remains highly saturated.

“During storm events and after 
storm events, they should be 
staying off the bluffs and away 
from being under the bluff because 
the soil is saturated and we’ve had 
high surf,” Plowman said. “I think 
you have to be cautious and use 
your common sense.”

The county regularly assesses 
the bluffs in Isla Vista on a 
quarterly basis and plans to do a 
complete walk along the bluffs to 
assess erosion when weather and 
tide conditions permit.

Erosion endangers patios along 
Del Playa Drive after storm

Nisha Malley
County News Editor

None of the Santa Barbara 
County beaches indicate water 
quality meeting state health 
standards due to stormwater 
runoff following heavy storms and 
f looding across the county as of the 
week of Jan. 9. 

The following county beaches 
are at a “warning” beach status and 
have indicated that the bacterial 
levels have exceeded state health 
standards: Carpinteria State Beach, 
Hammond’s Beach, Butterf ly 
Beach, East Beach at Sycamore 
Creek, Leadbetter Beach, Arroyo 
Burro Beach, Hope Ranch 
Private Beach, Goleta Beach Park 
and Gaviota State Beach Park. 
Individuals are advised to stay out 
of the ocean at a minimum of 50 
yards at beaches with a “warning” 
beach status.

East and West Beaches at 
Mission Creek are closed due to 
the water being fully contaminated 
by fecal bacteria and raw sewage. 
El Capitan State Beach, Refugio 
State Beach, Guadalupe Dunes and 
Jalama Beach County Park were 
not sampled due to road closures. 

“Sands beach and Goleta beach 
were most recently sampled on 
January 11, 2023,” Environmental 
Health Services Director Lars 
Seifert said in a statement to the 
Nexus. “A health warning has been 
issued for Goleta beach as sample 
results for fecal indicators exceeded 
State health standards at the time of 
sampling. All beaches countywide 
are currently under a general rain 
advisory due to recent rain storms.”

Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department (SBCPHD) 
issued its most recent beach 
closure at 5:49 p.m. on Tuesday 
for Miramar Beach and Fernald 
Point Beach due to 5,760 gallons 
of sewage being released from a 
compromised sewage line to San 
Ysidro Creek on East Valley Lane. 

Santa Barbara County 
Environmental Health Services 
(SBCEHS) conducts sampling for 
fecal indicator bacteria weekly at 
countywide beaches every year, 
according to Seifert. Any sewage 
spill that occurs in countywide 
beaches prompts the department 
to issue a beach closure for all water 
contact activities until continued 
sampling results in ocean water 
quality meets state health standards. 

“Storm water is untreated rain 
water that f lows through the drain 
system into creeks, the ocean, and 
other waterways,” a SBCPHD press 
release read. “Unlike the municipal 
sewer system, water carried by a 
storm drain system is not treated.” 

This release of sewage into 
various storm drains and creeks 
can also lead to blockage in drain 
lines, resulting in damaged drain 
pipes that can allow the untreated 
water to f low into the ocean while 
the pipes are not fixed, according 
to the press release.

Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department (SBCFD) Public 
Information Officer Scott Safechuck 
emphasized the expansive range 
that water runoff can source from, 
with rainfall washing off any and 
all bacteria into sewer systems in 
the city that eventually drains into 
the ocean.

“Anytime there’s rain, that rain 
washes off … surfaces, the ground, 

the streets, all deposits from vehicles 
and fuel and oil that’s in the gutter, 
homeless encampments that are 
adjacent to waterways, creeks that 
are adjacent to farm equipment or 
farm animals,” Safechuck said. “All 
that stuff gets washed off and down 
through the creek system and 
waterways and enters the ocean.” 

Seifert explained the process 
of stormwater runoff cultivation 
following a storm, as the heavy 
rainfall in the area creates untreated 
water that can directly f low into 
various natural water sources.

“Stormwater during a significant 
rain event is not captured and 
treated at a sewage treatment 
plant, so runoff from rain can 
carry pollutants directly to creeks 
or storm drains, which then f low 
to the ocean,” Seifert said in a 
statement to the Nexus. 

SBCPHD issued a press release 
on Jan. 4 to inform individuals 
in the county about the potential 
health risks of untreated rain water 
runoff and recommended waiting 
for at least 72 hours following a 
storm to participate in any water - 
contact activities. 

Individuals should also avoid 
areas near the outfall from drain 
pipes, as these areas may carry 
stormwater runoff that may contain 
bacteria and pollutants that can 
endanger the community. 

“Over 72 hours following the rain 
event, stormwater runoff impacts 
will lessen once the rain stops and 
fecal bacteria that could cause 
human illness will dilute or die-off 
over time in the ocean environment 
reducing the risk of illness after 72 
hours,” Seifert said in a statement to 
the Nexus. 

Coming into contact with the 
untreated stormwater runoff 
while swimming or surfing in the 
oceans off countywide beaches can 
increase the risk of rashes, fevers, 
chills, ear infections, vomiting, 
diarrhea and more, according to 
the SBCPHD. 

A continuing issue throughout 
the winter storm that the SBCFD 
is grappling with is the number of 
swimmers and surfers attempting 
to conduct water-contact activities 
during and following storm events. 
There have been 100 reported 
water rescues in the county and 
three reported rescues in Isla Vista, 
according to SBCFD Chief Mark 
Hartwig. 

Safechuck emphasized the 
dangers of being exposed to 
stormwater runoff in the ocean 
when attempting water contact 
activities despite beach closures 
and warnings. 

“I speak from firsthand 
experience, as a part of our ocean 
rescue team as well as an avid surfer, 
that [there is a] high likelihood of 
getting an infection or getting skin 
rashes due to the contaminants 
that are in the ocean and getting 
very sick,” Safechuck said. “There’s 
the sewer system that can be over 
inundated from flooding, and now 
you’re entering different types of 
contaminants into the water that 
reaches the ocean.” 

With the county now entering 
a dry period following the storm, 
efforts are shifting to focus on 
assessing rain and oil saturation 
levels, all while monitoring ocean 
water quality levels year round. 

SBCEHS uploads weekly ocean 
water results on its Ocean Water 
Monitoring Program web page. 

 County beaches 
failing water quality 
standards due to 
contamination

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach 
Editor

NEW I.V. DISPENSARYContinued from p.1

The sources of pollutants in the water runoff mostly exist in urban 
areas.
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in this world,” he said. 
 “Now, finally, they have 

something of their own, in a 
neighborhood where they can 
go. It’s curated for them, and 
they can shop for [themselves]. 
They don’t have to go to their 
guy. They don’t have to wonder 
what they’re getting. They don’t 
have to hunt somebody out. 
They can just walk into the store 
and have a veritable cornucopia 
of options in front of them,” 
Farrar continued. 

 He emphasized the positive 
possibilities of cannabis — 
whether it helps customers 
sleep, deal with anxiety or enjoy 
themselves on a Friday night, 
Farmacy’s mission is to provide 
regulated, safe cannabis products 
that can also serve as alternatives 
to more unhealthy options. 

 “Alcohol kills. Cigarettes kill. 
Cannabis doesn’t,” Farrar said. 

 Courtney Frazer, Farmacy’s 
community liaison and I.V. 
location floor supervisor, said 
that Farmacy and Glass House 
Brands place a unique emphasis 
on bettering the communities 
they serve, beginning with the 
community fund, — the portion 
of store sales that are allocated 
to community organizations and 
nonprofits. 

 “I see that our communities 
and the community [have] a say 
… in how their dollars are being 
spent,” Frazer said, who works 
on the community fund. “I’m 
really happy to see the Farmacy 
setting an example of the good 
that cannabis can actually do.” 

 “If we’re able to pay for kids 
to go to summer camp or put 
some money towards parks and 
[recreation] or help some kids 
get scholarships to go to college, 
we believe that cannabis can do 

good for our community,” she 
continued.

 Farmacy hasn’t finalized 
decisions on what I.V. community 
groups it will be partnering 
with, and Farrar encouraged 
interested organizations to drop 
their information off at the 
storefront. 

 Frazer also said she prioritizes 
selling cannabis products from 
diverse backgrounds and 
employing a diverse variety of 
workers. 

 “My advocacy specifically 
involves bringing visibility 
to Black-owned brands and 
women-owned brands and 
seeing more women be open 
with their cannabis use, the 
positive and healing side of their 
cannabis use,” she said. “It’s been 
really inspiring to know that 
people have a space to explore 
things without shame, whether 

that be for job purposes or for 
medicinal purposes.” 

 Frazer said that customers 
have been braving the recent 
storms and bad weather to visit 
the dispensary. 

 “We are still weed on the 
beach,” she said jokingly. “We’re 
hoping that people really enjoy 
the positivity that we have in our 
building because we really love 
what we do, and I think that that 
reflects that on our floor.”

 Farrar concurred that the 
vision of a positive and vibrant 
cannabis dispensary had been 
realized in Farmacy’s I.V. 
location. 

 “I think that [it] came out 
amazing. I hope you guys 
agree,” he said. “We realized our 
vision of that modern, beachy, 
clean, approachable, accessible, 
nothing-to-be-embarrassed-of 
destigmatizing of cannabis.”

has done nothing about, and I’ve 
watched my wages just become  
less and less effective while I’ve been 
here,” she said. “Within two years, 
a lot of us are going to see raises of 
10k, in terms of the number of TAs 
and [student researchers] across the 
UC system. That’s a momentous 
amount of money.”
 Full wage raises for academic 
employees and researchers won’t 
go into effect until October 2024, 
although wages will begin to 
increase in increments before then. 
 Yiming Ma, a graduate student 
in the UCSB Department of East 
Asian Languages & Cultural 
Studies, felt that the concessions 
garnered from the UC were 
insufficient and didn’t go far 
enough towards alleviating the rent  
burden. 
 “The majority of UCSB 
graduate students will remain 

rent-burdened under this new 
contract; this is especially true for 
Academic Student Employees with 
nine-month employments and no 
additional department stipends, 
international students who cannot 
work off-campus, parent students 
and/or students with disabilities,” 
Ma said in a statement to the 
Nexus.
 It would have been worth it to 
reject the contract and continue 
striking to try and push the UC 
further, according to Ma, who said 
that internal surveys showed a 
“significant number of strikers were 
willing to continue striking into the 
winter quarter.”
 The final contracts included 
different wage increases for 
different UCs, with three campuses 
receiving a base pay that is over 
$1,000 more than other campuses, 
as calculated based on those 

campuses’ estimated cost of living.
 “This is definitely a very 
regressive move, considering equal 
pay for equal work is such a basic 
principle that a union should stick 
to,” Ma said.
 A better contract, according to 
Ma, would have included higher 
wages and a repeal of the Non-
Resident Supplemental Tuition 
(NRST) fee for international 
students, an element that did not 
make it into the final agreement.
 For Lisa Maansson, an 
international student working in 
the materials department and a 
member of both UAW 2685 and 
UAW SRU, the continued inclusion 
of the NRST fee is frustrating, 
but other elements of the contract 
make it worthwhile. 
 “I think it’s a shitty thing to 
have there. I definitely want to 
get rid of it, and we didn’t get rid 

of it in this contract,” she said, 
noting that UCSB currently pays 
her NRST but that the fee can put 
pressure on students to graduate 
more quickly. “But, there [is] a 
bullet about it in the contract now, 
and I’m very happy for that because 
it means it’s going to be brought up 
to the negotiation table in the next 
round.” 
 Maanson said that as a student 
researcher in the materials 
department, she’s one of the 
highest-paid graduate students on 
campus and was participating in 
the strike to uplift the collective, 
not for her own wage gain. 
 “It’s about standing up and 
believing that we can be strong 
together, so I really liked that,” 
she said. “In the end, it’s about 
your values, and I think it’s very 
important to stand up in solidarity 
with all of your mates.”

STRIKERS REFLECTContinued from p.1
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¡Ha empezado el trimestre del 
invierno! Después de descansar 
con la familia tras las vacaciones 
y luego reunirse con los amigos, 
todos los estudiantes se alistan 
para el trimestre nuevo. 

 Aunque muchos creen que el 
trimestre del invierno es demasiado 
difícil, ya que no hay muchos días 
festejos y las próximas vacaciones 
serán solamente una semana en la 
primavera. 

No tengo que decir más de lo 
tacaño que será esta temporada, 
pero todavía no se aguiten, que 
aquí estoy para darles los consejos 
que solamente su hermana mayor 
les puede dar. 

Primeramente, espero que 
tengan acceso a todas las clases 
que ocupan. 

Si eso no es el caso, no pierdas 
la esperanza – ponte en la lista 
de espera y mándale un correo 
electrónico al profesor. 

De esa manera, les demuestras 
tu interés en el curso y te 
mejora las chances al registrarte. 
Personalmente, asimilar la relación 
de profesor y estudiante temprano 
es muy útil y te ayudará mucho en 
el futuro.

Asegúrate de tener un horario. 
Hay muchas maneras de organizar 
tus días. 

Podrías tener una agenda en una 
libreta, tal vez en un calendario 
físico, pero una aplicación que 
sin él no sobreviviría es Google 
Calendar. 

Lo que más me gusta de Google 
Calendar es su portabilidad. 

Tengo una aplicación en mi 
celular y en mi portátil — la puedo 
sacar a cualquier momento para 
ingresar una cita profesional o 
hasta una salida con una amiga. 
Se me hace muy fácil tener mi 
horario en mi bolsillo ya que mis 
días no siempre son lo mismo, y es 

demasiado para recordar. Si no te 
gusta esa aplicación, también hay 
alternativas como Apple Calendar, 
Outlook Calendar, nTrak o por 
supuesto, una libreta física. 

Al seguir tenemos que hablar 
sobre el balance. Es importante 
tener un equilibrio entre el trabajo 
y la diversión. 

No puedes andar de parranda 
cada noche, pero igual no puedes 
siempre estar estudiando (a menos 
que tu licenciatura te lo requiera, 
en esa circunstancia no me hagan 
caso). Pero me desvío. 

Es esencial tomar descansos 
para la salud mental. 

Reserva una parte pequeña de tu 
día para respirar profundo, estira 
tu cuerpo, ve en una caminata y 
hasta escribe tus pensamientos. 

Se me hace una buena práctica 
escribir en un diario en español o 
en el lenguaje de tu preferencia, 
para mejorar el conocimiento del 
lenguaje. 

De esta manera podrás eliminar 
cualquier estrés y continuar con 
tu día.  

UCSB provee muchos recursos 
para asegurar el bienestar de los 
estudiantes. 

CAPS es un programa para 
la salud mental. Es muy fácil 
inscribirse a terapia con ellos, 
simplemente tienes que ir a su 
página web, y registrarte para 
una cita breve para utilizar sus  
servicios. 

Programas como EOP también 
tienen consejeros y porque es un 
programa enfocado en estudiantes 
de primera generación y aquellos 
que son elegibles por ingresos. 

Trabajan contigo para encontrar 
las mejores soluciones para tu 
situación con un enfoque holístico. 

Empezar de nuevo puede ser 
aterrorizador, pero es importante 
recordar que hay muchos recursos 
a tu alcance — solamente se 
necesita aprovechar de ellos y 
como siempre, nunca estás solo.  
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Licenciatura de comunicaciones de segundo año y Directora de 
co-retención de BSU Ajani Washington da observaciónes de comienzo.

La Unión de Estudiantes 
Afroamericanos de UCSB colaboró 
con la Fraternidad Alpha Phi Alpha, 
el Programa de Oportunidades 
Educativas y el Comité Martin 
Luther King Jr. de Santa Bárbara 
para realizar el evento. La marcha 
puso en marcha el calendario de 
programación del Comité Martin 
Luther King Jr. de Santa Bárbara 
antes del feriado observado el 16 
de enero.

La marcha, en honor a la vida y 
el legado de Martin Luther King Jr., 
comenzó en el monumento Eternal 
Flame del campus, atravesó sectas 
del campus como el área de Arbor 
y North Hall, y terminó en el 
MultiCultural Center. El programa 
de este año se llevó a cabo el jueves 
en lugar del día feriado del lunes 
para garantizar la participación en 
la caminata del Colectivo MLK 
SB el lunes en Goleta, que se 
llevó a cabo para conmemorar el 
legado de Martin Luther King Jr., 
según el director del Programa de 
Oportunidades Educativas, Aaron 
Jones. Después de la marcha, 
los participantes se reunieron en 
Eternal Flame para escuchar a 
los oradores sobre el origen del 
monumento Eternal Flame y la 

importancia de la festividad.
El micrófono fue entregado al ex 

alumno de UCSB, ex miembro de 
la fraternidad Alpha Phi Alpha y 
consejero de la Oficina de Defensa 
del Desarrollo de Estudiantes 
Negros Mekhi Mitchell, quien 
ref lexionó sobre el monumento 
como un símbolo del progreso de 
los estudiantes negros.

“Creo que es importante que 
recordemos que no importa cómo 
se vea, no importa cómo vayan las 
cosas, no importa si el progreso 
parece ir lento, hay que seguir 
manteniendo ese fuego dentro 
de nosotros”, dijo Mitchell. “El 
simbolismo de [la llama eterna] es 
que siempre está ardiendo. Siempre 
está ahí. Siempre permanece 
encendido. Eso es algo que resuena 
conmigo, y sigo luchando como 
consejero de defensa en este 
campus”.

El presidente de la Unión de 
Estudiantes Negros, Ethan “E.J.” 
George, estudiante de cuarto año 
de química y doble especialización 
en estudios negros, habló en 
reconocimiento a las luchas de los 
negros y para resaltar el legado de 
Martin Luther King Jr.

“Nos hemos enfrentado unos 
contra otros; nos hemos visto 
obligados a tomar una jerarquía 
de naciones que ha llevado a la 
opresión de ciertos grupos sociales 

y grupos raciales”, dijo George. “Lo 
que el Dr. King me decía allí era 
que tenemos que dar un paso fuera 
del condicionamiento social al que 
todos nos hemos visto obligados 
y vernos como humanos, como 
hermanos, como uno”.

El miembro del Colectivo MLK 
SB, E. Onja Brown, cerró la lista de 
oradores, destacando los esfuerzos 
realizados por los estudiantes 
negros en la década de 1960 por 
diversas demandas.

“Esas demandas se cumplieron 
[con] muchos programas 
afroamericanos, EOP, Black 
Studies, Black Studies Research”, 
dijo Brown. “Sigan apoyando estos 
programas en el campus [y apoyen] 
a la llama eterna”.

Luego, el grupo marchó en 
silencio desde el monumento Llama 
Eterna hasta el Centro Multicultural 
(MCC) en UCSB. El programa 
sirvió sándwiches South Coast Deli 
a los participantes en el MCC.
Ajani Washington, estudiante de 
segundo año en comunicación y 
directora de retención de BSU, dijo 
que el evento destacó con éxito 
importantes figuras negras y la 
historia negra.

“[Es importante] retribuir a 
la próxima generación”, dijo 
Washington. “La mayor parte 
del tiempo, gran parte de esta 
historia se perderá en el tiempo … 

Cosas como este monumento nos 
permiten mirar eso y recordar”.

Aaron Jones dijo que la caminata 
silenciosa tiene como objetivo 
fomentar la unidad dentro de la 
comunidad del campus y honrar a 
Martin Luther King Jr. a través de 
la colaboración con organizaciones 
lideradas por negros.

“Te estás reuniendo en una 
caminata silenciosa para unir a 
la comunidad, para compartir la 
historia y los valores, y atribuyes 
el honor, la memoria, el legado del 
trabajo”, dijo Aaron Jones. “Hay 
mucha diversidad, mucha amplitud 
y complejidad en este hombre al 
que referenciamos y por el que 
celebramos esta conmemoración”.

Brown indicó que espera que 
el trabajo actual para celebrar 
a Martin Luther King Jr. y el 
progreso general de los negros 
se transmita a los jóvenes y a la 
próxima generación.

“Espero que los jóvenes tomen el 
guante de lo que comenzamos y lo 
lleven adelante”, dijo Brown.

“[Martin Luther King Jr.] fue un 
profeta; En realidad no era solo una 
persona como nosotros”, continuó. 
“Tenía una pasión y un propósito, 
sentía que su pasión y su propósito 
era continuar movilizando a 
la gente y hacer que la gente se 
apoyara entre sí sin importar quién 
fuera la persona”.
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Presentadora principal Daina Ramey Berry lectura sobre la servitud 
y el liderazgo como parte del legado de Martin Luther King Jr..  

LIAM GOODIN / DAILY NEXUS 

El grupo marchó en silencio desde el monumento de la Flama Eterna hasta El MultiCultural Center (MCC) en UCSB.  

�����������
�	����������
�������������
�	��������
������

JUSTIN TSE / DAILY NEXUS

JUSTIN TSE / DAILY NEXUS

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS



Daily Nexus Thursday, January 19, 2023Science & Tech

SCIENCE & TECH
7

� ���������������
� �������������������

Warning: This article discusses 
sexual identity and violence. 

Elizabeth Quinn-Jensen, a 
graduate student and researcher 
in UC Santa Barbara’s 
Department of Psychological 
& Brain Sciences, and her 
colleagues — Allison Skinner-
Dorkenoo from the University 
of Georgia and James Wages 
from Northwestern University 
— recently published a paper 
exploring how strong feelings 
of disgust toward gay males 
may predict increased blame in 
homicide cases, particularly in 
the United States. 

Quinn-Jensen said that her 
interest in the subject and the 
idea for the research study came 
about while she was a senior 
in her undergraduate studies 
at Northwestern University 
and learned that there was a 
tendency for gay men to be 
disproportionately blamed for 
crimes committed against them. 

“There was this whole legal 
defense, the ‘gay panic defense,’ 
which isn’t legal in all states now 
... but it is in some, in which 
basically a defendant can claim 
that they were so overcome by 
emotion when another male hit 
on them, either in a romantic or 
a social sense, that they became 
so overwhelmed that they lost 
control,” Quinn-Jensen said. 

Upon her discovery of gay 
panic in courtrooms, Quinn-
Jensen conducted additional 
research on the topic. Previous 

evidence showed that people 
tend to have feelings of disgust 
toward gay men, which can 
manifest in increased levels 
of prejudice and violence. In 
fact, according to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, almost 
10% of the hate crimes reported 
in 2017 were directed toward 
gay men.

“I wondered if it was possible 
that these feelings of disgust 
[toward gay men] … could 
potentially be why [people] are 
more likely to blame gay men 
when there is a crime committed 
against them,” Quinn-Jensen 
said. 

The paper, initially published 
in January 2021 and comprising 
two studies, looked at two 
different types of disgust. The 
f irst study revealed peoples’ 
implicit biases and feelings 
of disgust specif ically toward 
gay men; the second discussed 
unconscious associat ions 
between disgusting images 
and gay versus straight men, 
as well as general feelings of 
disgust unrelated to gay men, 
and whether these feelings 
could also increase likelihoods 
of victim blaming. 

In the f irst study, participants 
— heterosexual men and 
women — completed an Implicit 
Association Test (IAT), which 
involved pairing images 
of disgust with images of 
heterosexual and homosexual 
couples. Participants then read a 
case scenario modeled on a real 
defense. 

In the scenario, a friendly 

conversation at a bar occurred 
between two males, where the 
victim made a romantic pass 
at the defendant, resulting in 
the defendant beating the victim 
to death. Participants were also 
asked how likely they were to 
think that this was a hate crime, 
meaning that the defendant was 
motivated by his hatred for gay 
men.

“We found in the f irst study 
that the more people had these 
associations between gay men 
and disgust, the more likely 
they were to blame the victim 
and the less likely they were to 
say that it was a hate crime,”  
Quinn-Jensen said. 

In the second study, 
participants looked at unrelated 
images meant to elicit disgust, 
such as that of a dirty toilet, 
while other participants in a 
controlled setting looked at 
images of non-disgust-eliciting 
objects, such as paper and 
staplers. The participants then 
took the same IAT, completed 
a measure of victim blame and 
answered whether they thought 
the gay man was the victim of a 
hate crime. 

Quinn-Jensen and her 
col leagues found that 
participants who had been 
exposed to more disgust-
eliciting images, regardless of 
their relation to gay men, were 
more likely to victim blame and 
less likely to apply the hate-
crime statute. 

Additionally, the study showed 
that participants that were 
exposed to generally disgusting 

images (i.e. the dirty toilet) were 
also then more disgusted by gay 
men and more likely to blame 
them as the victim.

Although her research focused 
on homicide cases, Quinn-
Jensen said that peoples’ implicit 
stereotypes and unconscious 
biases can still, to some extent, 
play a role in their attitudes 
toward victims of any crime. 

“Human beings aren’t totally 
irrational,” she said. “If a gay 
man [gets] mugged, for example 
... I don’t think even people 
who have these implicit disgust 
associations would be like, 
‘Well, they shouldn’t [have 
been] walking around with their 
wallet.’”

Nevertheless, the study did 
f ind that peoples’ emotions 
have real world implications for 
defendants and victims. 

Regarding whether these 
unconscious biases may leak 
into the legal system, Quinn-
Jensen said that while it is hard 
to tell in many cases due to 
those involved not being aware 
of or wanting to admit to being 
inf luenced by their emotions, 
there is lots of research saying 
that emotions in general, even 
unconscious ones, do inf luence 
judgements and legal decision-
making. 

For example, Quinn-Jensen 
referenced a past study which 
showed that if jurors and/or 
the judge are exposed to more 
disgusting stimuli, they are 
more predisposed to give the 
defendant a harsher sentence. 

It should be noted, however, 

that Quinn-Jensen and the other 
authors are not necessarily 
advocating for the removal of 
all disgust-eliciting media from 
courtrooms. 

“It’s not possible to eliminate 
all disgust elicitors in a 
courtroom,” Quinn-Jensen said. 
“I think they’re important for 
evidentiary purposes, but I 
think there are also things that 
we can do to counteract the 
emotional effects they have on 
jury decision-making.”

Homosexual men, specif ically, 
have borne the brunt of public 
disdain for centuries, despite 
the many breakthroughs in gay 
rights over the last few decades. 
Quinn-Jensen said that there are 
many factors that can affect our 
implicit biases and beliefs. Moral 
or religious opinions often play 
a large role but, interestingly, 
so can our biological instincts 
regarding perceived danger of 
disease, sometimes leading to 
disgust reactions. 

In fact, similar to what 
the team’s study found, this 
country has seen feelings of 
disgust toward and subsequent 
dehumanization of gay men 
before, with the AIDS crisis in 
the 1980s. 

The stigma still stands even 
now: Some people still think 
homosexual relationships are 
morally wrong, while others 
may still be responding to that 
fear of disease. Quinn-Jensen 
said that more strong prejudices 
are typically seen when looking 
at heterosexual men endorsing 
strong masculinity norms. 

Additionally, in the wake 
of the “Me Too” movement, 
as well as with the increasing 
popularization of “cancel 
culture,” the concept of 
“victim blaming” has appeared 
frequently in recent news. 

When asked about a possible 
double standard for women and 
men, or even heterosexual and 
homosexual victims regarding 
victim blaming, Quinn-Jensen 
acknowledged that people 
belonging to stigmatized groups 
— like gay men, sex workers or 
houseless people — are generally 
blamed more in cases of violent 
crimes. 

“There is no ‘straight panic 
defense,’” Quinn-Jensen said. 

Because of the stigma around 
homosexuality, she argues that 
people are more willing to 
take the gay panic defense as 
reasonable than they might be 
for a similar argument from a 
woman or gay man. 

“Human beings like to use 
emotion as information, and we 
sometimes treat it like unbiased 
information,” she added. 

Quinn-Jensen hopes that, 
after reading the paper, people 
will be more aware of their own 
implicit biases and how things 
in their environment can affect 
their emotions, which can affect 
their decisions, with potentially 
real-world, legal implications. 

While making important 
decisions and judgements, 
especially about stigmatized 
groups, Quinn-Jensen urges 
readers to be aware of how their 
emotions are affecting them.

�������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������

�
� ������
	��
� �������������������

With students returning to 
campus to jumpstart Winter 
Quarter 2023, shopping for 
groceries is on everyone’s mind. 
While it is expected for some 
supplies to be temporarily in 
high demand and diff icult to 
obtain during this time, eggs 
are especially low in stock and 
uncharacteristically expensive. 
Where one may have to sacrif ice 
their favorite brand of butter 
for an alternative, they would 
f ind that there is an even more 
limited option for eggs. Where 
the limited supply is restocked, 
the prices are incredibly high 
in relation to the past. The 
empty shelves and high prices 
have affected markets across 
not only California, but the 
entire country. The culprit of 
the situation is a pathogenic 
outbreak of avian inf luenza, or 
bird f lu, that has been plaguing 
the poultry populations for the 
past year. 

Outbreaks of avian inf luenza 
are not uncommon. The last 
major case occurred in 2015, 
lasting from Dec. 11, 2014 to 
Jan. 16, 2015, according to 
reports recorded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). 

“Approximately 7.4 million 
turkeys and 43 million egg-
layers/pullet chickens, as well 
as a limited number of mixed 
poultry f locks, were affected 
by HPAI and died from the 
disease or were depopulated 
as part of the response,” 

according to USDA’s “Final 
Report for the 2014-2015 
Outbreak of Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Inf luenza (HPAI) in the 
United States.” “This outbreak 
was the largest HPAI outbreak 
ever recorded in the United 
States and arguably the most 
signif icant animal health event 
in U.S. history.”

While the 2014-15 outbreak 
had devastating impacts 
on poultry and wild bird 
populations, the disease was 
contained within a few months 
of the f irst report. The current 
case continues to persist and 
lasted throughout the majority 
of 2022 since its primary 
detection in February of that 
year. According to USDA’s 
reporting, which was last 
updated on Jan. 17, 2023,  a 
conf irmed count of 781,416 
birds were affected in 
California alone, and 
57.86 million across 47 
of the 50 states.

With such a rapid 
depopulation of birds 
that grocers and 
individuals rely on for 
a supply of eggs, their 
price rates have risen 
steadily. According 
to the USDA, “The 
depopulations at 
c o m m e r c i a l 
f a c i l i t i e s 
h a v e 
de c re a s e d 
t h e 
d o m e s t i c 
egg supply 
by about 
7.5 percent 

on average each month since 
the outbreak began.” Urner 
Barry, one of the leading 
reporters of food market data, 
shows that the benchmark for 
eggs prices hit nearly $5 in 
December of 2022, while the 
equivalent carton was less than 
$2 the previous year. The rapid 
decrease of the egg prices in 
January can be attributed 
to the especially 
high demand 
during the 
end of the 
y e a r , 
w h e n 
people 

spend more of their free time 
cooking and baking during the 
holidays. 

Avian inf luenza is not the 
only factor that has majorly 
impacted the current state of 
the egg supply. Other sources 
include the increase in costs 
of fuel, feed and packaging, as 
well as steadily high demand, 

according to a KCRA3 report 
on Dec. 29, 2022. The holiday 
demand has put an additional 
stress on the wholesale prices. 
Although year-round demand 
is strong, “as that peak holiday 
demand passes, wholesale 
prices are expected to fall.” 
Despite this slight expected 
victory, people continue to 
search for the popular grocery 

item to little avail. 
With the rapidly 

d e c r e a s i n g 
s u p p l y 

and the 

generally consistent year-
round demand for eggs, it is 
expected that the situation 
will get slightly worse before 
it gets better. The outbreak is 
projected to continue plaguing 
the f locks well into this year, 
according to Brian Earnest, 
CoBank’s lead economist for 
animal protein. “We’re going to 
see a tight supply situation and 
elevated pricing environment 
moving forward,” he stated. 
Should the disease ease and 
supply increase, it would still 
take time to return back to past 
retail prices. 
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The 22nd FIFA World Cup 
kicked off on Nov. 20, 2022, 
featuring the prestigious game of 
soccer, better known as football 
by the rest of the world. The 
FIFA World Cup is the most 
widely viewed sporting event, 
bringing in roughly 4 million 
viewers. It’s uniting, dividing, 
excitingly chaotic and sometimes 
scandalous for fans and players 
alike. 

In the midst of this massive 
sporting event, Apple TV’s 
sports-comedy “Ted Lasso” is 
made relevant through its themes 
of soccer, and necessary in its 
ref lection of humanness in sports 
— the complexities of people and 
relationships that contribute to 
the game.

Coach Lasso is a character that 
was first brought to life on a 
comedy stage in Amsterdam by 
Jason Sudeikis, who stars as Ted 
Lasso in the series, and Brendan 
Hunt, who co-stars as Coach 
Beard — a nod to American 
misunderstandings of soccer 
in a city where it’s so heavily 
embraced. 

Lasso is an American football 
coach from Kansas who is hired to 
coach AFC Richmond, a fictional 
soccer team in England’s highest-
tier league. His unfamiliarity with 
the sport is what inspired the 
team owner, Rebecca Welton 
(Hannah Waddingham), to hire 
him. 

She hopes to sabotage and 
destroy the football club to spite 
her ex-husband, believing it to be 
the only thing he has ever really 
cared about. 

Lasso’s coaching ineptitude is 

exactly what she hopes will lead 
to the downfall of the team.

Do not be fooled! The two 
seasons of “Ted Lasso” condensed 
into a mere two sentences gives 
an impression of predictability 
and simplicity that is quite 
the opposite of how engaging 
the series is. It’s striking in its 
inclusivity of soccer fans and non-
sportsgoers,  and is truly special 
in its choice to focus so heavily 
on warm sentiment and character 
arcs. 

Writers and co-stars Sudeikis, 
Hunt and Brett Goldstein, who 
plays Richmond player Roy Kent, 
are just a few of the brilliant 
minds who were able to leave 

an impression on audiences 
through clever, snappy and 
insightful dialogue delivered by 
exceptionally casted characters. 

Rebecca is, as most accurately 
proclaimed by those closest to 
her, a “boss-ass bitch.” She is as 
commanding in her presence on 
screen as she is in her demand 
of Richmond employees, capable 
of anything she sets her mind 
to. Despite her intimidating 
nature, she manages to pull the 
heartstrings of audiences as she 
progressively reveals the hurt and 
anger rooted in her divorce as the 
series moves along. 

The vibrant, infectiously smiley 
and honest Keeley Jones ( Juno 

Temple) honors herself through 
her unconditional kindness 
and willingness to be of direct 
support to the people in her life 
while exploring interests, with 
the support of her new friend 
Rebecca, that allow her to become 
a more fully realized person in 
her own right. 

Richmond’s star player Jamie 
Tartt (Phil Dunster) is as far 
from humble as someone could 
possibly be. Loud in opinion and 
voice, he ref lects a pompousness 
commonly seen on a real-life field, 
but progressively grows quieter 
and slowly comes into his own as 
a team player. 

As characters that could easily 

be written off as minor side 
roles, the development of these 
characters and many others are 
entirely integral to what makes 
this show as special as it is.

Of  course, the character who 
bears the show’s name shines in 
every sense of the word: There is 
no one quite like Ted Lasso. He is 
an unwavering believer of belief, 
with a handwritten “BELIEVE” 
sign taped right above his office 
door. A coach who is entirely 
neutral to wins and losses, he 
prefers his players to be the best 
versions of themselves off the 
field. 

He is unfamiliar with both 
soccer and England, but remains 

true to his knack for motivating 
others. He is eviscerated by the 
notoriously harsh English press 
all the while maintaining an 
unfettered positivity and charm. 

Ted has a self-awareness that 
balances what sometimes seems to 
be a lack of common sense, which 
allows him to gain admiration and 
respect from on-screen characters 
and audiences. His quick wit, pop-
culture references — “I believe in 
Communism. Rom-communism, 
that is. If Tom Hanks and Meg 
Ryan can go through some 
heartfelt struggles and still end 
up happy, then so can we” — 
and thought-provoking remarks 
delivered in a Kansas accent 
leaves audiences appreciating the 
genius that is Ted Lasso. 

Ted’s dedication to everyone 
besides himself allows the show’s 
second season to focus on mental 
health issues. This creative choice 
on the writers’ part allows for 
more depth than the first season, 
making the series a grounding 
one in its relatability and 
touchingness, all without verging 
on being too saccharine.

“Ted Lasso” exceeds 
expectations as a sports-comedy 
in all the right ways, perhaps 
because it really isn’t a sports-
comedy at all. Its ability to 
implement the tear-jerking and 
heartwarming aspects of a drama 
is what gives the series such 
unique depth.ww Each character 
commands attention through 
their individualities, independent 
of how their stories progress 
throughout the series. 

Because it is a show so deeply 
grounded in people, it would be 
more accurate to see it as an ode 
to human nature, rather than an 
ode to soccer. 
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“Ted Lasso” scores in light of soccer’s biggest event
Mackenzie Chesnut
Reporter

New movies to watch in theaters this winter
In 2022, theaters have made a 

comeback from a two-year slump 
in moviegoing. Even after the 
pandemic was under control — 
and before it began — most people 
were reluctant to make the effort 
and the expenditure of going to 
the movie theater. With so many 
movies coming out on streaming 
platforms simultaneously and the 
price of movie tickets going up, it 
might seem like theaters are slowly 
being phased out.

However, 2022 has been a 
major comeback-year for theaters. 
“Top Gun: Maverick” smashed 
records for weeks on end, “Black 
Panther: Wakanda Forever” is still 

on a high-earning trajectory and 
“Elvis” is now one of the most 
lucrative biopics ever made. Still, 
the film industry is poised to make 
even more success in the always-
anticipated winter season, when 
many of the biggest blockbusters 
and favorites for the Academy 
Awards are released. This winter, 
there are plenty of options for a 
diverse movie-loving public beyond 
just these two types of films.

As for the holiday-themed 
movies this year, there are two 
noteworthy films which could not 
be more opposite in tone. There 
is “Spirited” — a film produced by 
Apple TV that teams up Will Ferrell 
and Ryan Reynolds. “Spirited” is a 
musical comedy that retells Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” with 

a modern, musical twist — with 
the always lovable Ferrell somehow 
managing to play a convincing 
Ebenezer Scrooge. 

For family audiences, this will 
be their movie of choice. For more 
mature audiences, David Harbour 
— the much beloved Chief Jim 
Hopper from Netflix’s “Stranger 
Things” — will play Santa Claus in 
“Violent Night.” The disheveled, 
beer-guzzling Santa doesn’t just 
deliver presents in this film. He 
rescues a wealthy family being held 
hostage for a multimillion dollar 
payday by a thief, played by John 
Leguizamo. The outrageous action 
and violence can’t not be funny, and 

critics seem to agree.
One of the more anticipated 

films — at least for the big money 
in Hollywood —  was “Avatar: The 
Way of Water.” Somehow, the first 
movie in 2009 about blue aliens, 
chock-full of CGI, managed to 
become the highest-earning film 
of all time when not adjusted for 
inf lation. The second film, also 
directed by James Cameron, has a 
budget of $250 million. Whether or 
not this sequel is any good will be 
left up to audiences, but hopefully 
the cinematic spectacle that this 
film is sure to be won’t take away 
from some of the other Christmas 

season films, which are sure to 
be more appealing to a creatively 
inclined audience.

Films that came out the day 
before Christmas Eve were 
two more films in the dramatic 
category. First, another film that 
should be entertaining is the 
Whitney Houston biopic, “I Wanna 
Dance with Somebody.” The role 
of Houston will be played by 
Naomi Ackie and Houston’s record 
producer Clive Davis will be played 
by Stanley Tucci. The film comes 
from a screenwriter who seems to 
make biopics his forte — Anthony 
McCarten, who wrote “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” “The Two Popes,” 

“Darkest Hour” and “The Theory 
of Everything.” McCarten is tasked 
with telling another complicated 
and dramatic life story about one 
of the most celebrated singers in 
American pop history.

The other drama released 
on Dec. 25 was “Babylon,” the 
newest film from the Oscar-
winning “La La Land” director, 
Damien Chazelle since his 2018 
Neil Armstrong biopic, “First 
Man.” “Babylon” is a star-studded 
period piece that tells the story of a 
young up-and-coming actor in the 
Roaring ’20s navigating his way 
through Hollywood during the 

film industry’s Wild West period, 
as it was transitioning from silent 
films to sound. 

Newcomer Diego Calva will 
play the part of Manny Torres, 
and he will be in the company of 
established stars Brad Pitt, Margot 
Robbie and Tobey Maguire, among 
others. Judging by the trailer and 
preliminary reviews, the film casts 
an image of early Hollywood as 
full of larger-than-life personalities, 
wild partying and debauchery. 
With such an impressive cast, this 
comedy-drama seems like it cannot 
lose. Pitt has been box office gold 
in all his recent films, despite what 
critics may say about some of them. 

He has an unmatched f lexibility to 
switch from serious to comical, and 
always with an ease and charm that 
makes him one of the best. Robbie 
demonstrates the same quality, 
which she first executed well in 
Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf of 
Wall Street,” and recently did so 
side-by-side with Pitt in Quentin 
Tarantino’s “Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood.” If the track records of 
the film’s stars and its writer and 
director Chazelle say anything, this 
should be an early contender for 
the Oscar season.

This winter season, depending on 
one’s film tastes, there is something 
for everyone.

Gabriel O’Brien
Staff Writer
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“Spirited” is a musical comedy that 
retells Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 

Carol” with a modern, musical twist — 
with the always lovable Ferrell somehow 
managing to play a convincing Ebenezer 

Scrooge. 

“



   Fart Tent
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I’m all about a Friday night 
function. There is nothing quite 
as decadent as the Wingstop 
fries that I will certainly be 
throwing up later, especially 
after throwing down to the worst 
music I’ve ever heard before 
in my life. You’ll never meet 
someone quite as passionate 
about parties as me — I live for 
it. While my zest for parties 
has yet to falter, I have hit a 
roadblock this quarter: It’s cold 
as fucking balls!!!!!!

 Passing by boys in their cute, 
little quarter zips and jeans 
ignites a jealous rage within, 
given that I am literally frozen 
to the core in a cute but tiny 
“shirt.” I’d be wrong and even 
dumb to say that I don’t love 

seeing all the other girls’ cute, 
little outf its and how they 
f ind small ways to stay warm 
while still looking drop-dead 
gorgeous. But, ladies, from girl 
to girl, I cannot do this shit 
anymore.

 When I turn to the internet 
for tips and tricks to staying 
warm but still showing off my 
goods (boobs), I’m constantly 
met with the saying, “A real hoe 
never gets cold.” Well, I hate to 
say: I’m a real, real, icy hoe. Call 
me Frosty the Hoeman.

 I know it might seem odd to 
both be there and be square, but 
that’s the life I’ve been living in 
these frigid temperatures. With 
no end in sight to this Princess 
Elsa-ass weather, I am dedicated 
to f inding a way to stay warm 
while still looking my best. 
Many of you might be saying, 

“Girl, just wear jeans and a long-
sleeve shirt.” And while you’d 
be absolutely correct to suggest 
such an outf it, something to 
consider is that I will still be 
cold. Instead, I intend to wear 
one of those suits that people 
who ski wear (sorry guys, I’m 
not rich and have never skied), 
and maybe a fun, little hat to 
match. 

 If you see me popping my 
pussy in a parka, either tell me 
that you like my outf it or stay 
in your fucking lane. Otherwise, 
I will get tears in my 2 a.m. 
Wingstop fries. And, to all of 
you skanks who think that 
alcohol will keep me warm: You 
are a liar, and I don’t like the 
way alcohol tastes. 

See you in the streets, girlies!

Fart Tent has big boobs (true).
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   Annie Nymous��
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    Nice! After years of anticipation, 
Isla Vista’s westward expansion 
has f inally manifested its 
destiny: the completion of the 
infamous 69 block.
 After so long with just the 65, 
66, 67 and 68 blocks, the housing 
crisis ruthlessly pressed on, 
prompting community leaders 
to get creative with solutions. 
 Sources say that the 
inspiration for the new housing 
project came after a wild night in 
Santa Ynez Student Apartments. 
“And then it hit me,” said 
UCSB A.S. President Samantha 
Jamantha. “The solution had 
been there all along. We had to 
start 69-ing.” 
 And it’s not just Jamantha’s 
reelection likelihood that’s 
projected to benef it from the 

new project. According to a 
recent survey, demand for 
housing on the new 69 block 
is up 23,987,650% among area 
citizens, citing reasons such 
as “its [sic] funny,” “haha” and 
“please i’ll [sic] take anything 
that isn’t this fucking van.”

 The 69 block will include 17 
high-rise apartment buildings 
made entirely of windows. Rent 
for a quintuple will start at 
$178,476,235,897.69 per month.

 In an exclusive interview, our 
Nexustentialism reporter asked 
the anonymous project manager 
about the questionable pricing, 
to which the manager winked, 
smiled and said, “I know an 
opportunity when I see one.” 
The manager then opened their 
laptop to an already open tab of 
the Google Image Search results 
for ‘grimes sexy no shirt.’ “God, 
I miss her,” they said with a 
heavy sigh.  
 Construction on the 69 block 
is due to begin in March 2023. 
When asked what will happen 
to all of the trees and stuff over 
there, Jamantha shrugged and 
said, “If you don’t like it, don’t let 
the door hitcha where the good 
lord splitcha. Also, we’re gonna 
start drilling oil.”

Annie Nymous misses Grimes, 
too.

 Stinkeigh Laydee
�������

Spoiler alert, dumbass.
On Thursday night, I went to 

see the new Avatar movie, not 
because I wanted to, but because 
I was given a free ticket, and I 
will take any moment out of my 
parents’ home that I can this 
holiday season. I, just like you, 
don’t remember jack shit from 
the f irst movie. Here is my very 
important review. 
 I had a plethora of opinions 
during this movie, considering 
that it’s apparently going to be 
an eight-movie-long-franchise??? 
I’ll start with the elephant in 
the room: Why the fuck is it 
three hours long? I’m not even 
playing with you; I was looking 
to my left and everyone was 
crying. Not because the movie 
was emotional, but because they 
had to pee that badly. We really 
sat and watched them go splish 
splash in water for three hours 
with no pee break. There is 
absolutely no logic behind this, 
unless James Cameron has a 
piss kink, maybe? He must be a 
masochist. 
 Moving on from that fuckery, 
I have seen zero reviews (and I 
read one!) that mention Spider. 
Was this little man in the f irst 
movie and I just don’t remember 

him? Or are we all seeing the 
same thing here? “Oh by the way, 
there’s a lil Tarzan-human living 
here, too, lol. Moving on.” I don’t 
get it. Maybe it’s a me problem. 
Granted, I am not a f ilm major, 
so maybe my opinion on this is 
uneducated and invalid; maybe 
child dumping into other worlds 
is totally f ine! All I know is I felt 
like I had witnessed a Pandora 
Child Protective Services case.
 Additionally, why was Vin 

Diesel in it for like two minutes? 
He didn’t even speak. How much 
of the budget was having him sit 
there, to then blow up? Bullshit! 
Enough said.

 And now, for my biggest 
problem with the movie: I 
thought we all agreed in 2009 
that the braid thing was hair 
sex. We all said that. You can’t 
even deny you didn’t call it hair 
sex. Now, I’m no mathematician, 
but if that is hair sex, then I 
just watched so much beastiality. 
And plantiality. If that’s a word. 
I don’t know, they were fucking 
the plants. They were fucking 
the plants, and they were 
fucking the whale thingies, and 
I did not come to my humble 
hometown theatre on this 
holiday to disobey the Lord and 
watch porn on the big screen 
with a group. If I wanted that, 
I’d take SOC 152A.
 In conclusion, if you enjoy 
watersports, go watch “Avatar 
2: Splishin’ Splashin’.” If you 
enjoy child neglect, go watch 
“Avatar 2: Where Do They Pee 
and Poop From?” If you enjoy 
alien porn, go watch “Avatar 2: 
Electric Boogaloo.” But if you 
love yourself, just wait until they 
add it to Disney+ so you can 
pause to piss and rewind to 
watch Vin Diesel explode like 
10 times. Hope this was useful 
for you, dear reader. (I already 
know it was.)

 Stinkeigh Laydee wants to pee 
in James Cameron’s mouth ;)
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haha

Anonymous Survey 
Respondent

“

“I thought we 
all agreed in 

2009 that the 
braid thing 

was hair 
sex.

Stinkeigh Laydee
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 And, just like that, 2022 has 
come to an end. While I’m very 
anti-New Year’s resolutions 
(I refuse to set unrealistic 
expectations for myself and beat 
myself up for not accomplishing 
them), I did start the new year 
with one goal in mind: to branch 
out from my go-to eateries in Isla 
Vista and try new restaurants in 
Goleta and Santa Barbara. During 
the past few months, I also 
reincorporated animal products 
back into my diet after being 
vegan-ish for two years, and was 
eager to step foot into restaurants 
at which I would have never dined 
when I only ate plants. I present to 
you a list of the best things I ate in 
Santa Barbara County during the 
past year. 

Tteokbokki at Secret Bao
 Celine Pun’s review of this 
restaurant was the only thing 
I needed to read in order to 
convince myself to dine at Secret 
Bao. I scored a highly sought-after 
reservation for my boyfriend and 
I’s anniversary, during which we 
enjoyed a variety of their signature 
bao buns and my first introduction 
to tteokbokki, a Korean dish 
involving soft,  chewy rice cakes 
paired with delicata squash, bok 
choy and other vegetables tossed 
in a slightly sweet sauce with 
notes of sesame. Secret Bao’s 
inventive f lavor combinations 
made the meal so worthwhile. 

Salads and wraps at The Blue 
Owl
 If I’m looking for a place 
downtown to grab lunch, without 
a doubt, I’m going to The Blue 
Owl. It’s the perfect place to 
eat with family when they’re in 
town — a sit-down restaurant 

that has more of an ambiance 
compared to a casual sandwich 
shop, such as Sam’s To Go, but 
also not exorbitantly overpriced. 
Their lunch menu includes 
a selection of sandwiches, 
wraps, salads and fried rice 
combinations. I appreciate how 
gluten-free and vegan-friendly 
their menu is, especially when I 
was tasked to find a restaurant 
that accommodated my meat-free 
preferences and my dad’s gluten 
sensitivity during his visit to Santa 
Barbara last spring. We ordered 
the vegan and gluten-free Fried 
Rice Salad and Smoked Salmon 
Salad and left very satisfied. Their 
pastry case is often stocked with 
delicious baked goods from Santa 
Barbara-based bakery Good Stuff 
Baked Treats. 

Thai takeout from Your 
Choice Restaurant
 My award for best Thai food 
in the area goes to Your Choice 
Restaurant in the upper area 
of State Street. I’m not sure if 
I can count on my fingers the 
number of times I have ordered 
their garlicky Pad See Yew and 
Crab Rangoon during fall quarter, 
but it hit the spot everytime. 
This family-owned restaurant 
has weekly specials and pop-
ups including Creaminal’s No 
Sad Sundaes, an ice cream social 
featuring Your Choice owner Piti 
Sukavivatanachai’s homemade ice 
cream every Saturday night, and 
regular donut events with KIN 
BAKESHOP. It’s always special to 
see community partnerships like 
these f lourish.

Squash Blossom Quesadillas 
and Picadillo Empanadas at 
Mesa Verde Restaurant
 Take a scenic drive over to West 
Mesa to indulge in Mexican- and 
Mediterranean-inspired vegan 

fare at Mesa Verde Restaurant. 
This year was not the f irst 
time I had dined at Mesa Verde 
Restaurant; in fact, it has been 
one of my favorite restaurants 
in the area for years (even as 
someone who recently ditched 
veganism). Their menu changes 
somewhat seasonally, drawing 
me back to the restaurant to try 
their newest offerings. The one 
thing they always get right is 
their housemade, vegan dairy 
alternatives, evident in the cashew 
cream in their Squash Blossom 
Quesadillas and the jackfruit and 
butternut nacho cheese filling in 
their Picadillo Empanadas.

So many deli items from the 
Isla Vista Food Cooperative
 If you’re a UC Santa Barbara 
student who has never stepped 
foot in the I.V. Food Co-op, let 
this be your sign to do so! The 
community-owned grocery store 
makes several items in-house, 
including dips and spreads, 
seasonal salads, chia pudding, 
baked goods and my go-to item: 
The F#$@%*! Best Wrap Ever 
(yes, this is its actual title and it 
lives up to its name). The wrap 
has tempeh, hummus, tomato, 
vegan cream cheese and arugula, 
and essentially tastes like a vegan 
BLT. On days when I can’t seem 
to find the time or energy to 
make lunch in between classes, 
I’m running to the Co-op to snag 
one of these wraps before they sell 
out for the day. 

 The pandemic drastically 
changed Santa Barbara’s restaurant 
scene, meaning there are many 
new establishments set to open 
in 2023. I’m personally looking 
forward to discovering, and 
writing about, more restaurants 
that are soon to become favorites 
of mine. 
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 I was born into a family of 
Orthodox Jews, my ancestry 
consisting of Torah scholars, 
rabbis and community leaders. 
Beginning with my ‘brit milah’ 
at eight days old, I became part 
of a community rich in tradition 
and history. Dating back to 
the shtetls of Byelorussia, now 
known as Belarus, in the late 
19th century, my forefathers 
escaped the pogroms with 
minimal possessions and boarded 
a steamship to a place where 
their religion could be practiced 
without persecution. They set a 
precedent for cherishing family 
and community while valuing 
both secular and religious 
learning, history and tradition.
 The intersection of my 
religious Jewish upbringing 
with my unapologetic queerness 
encourages me to take the familial 
traditions passed down to me 
via generations and queer them. 
Despite the systemic exclusivity 
of queerness in Orthodox Jewish 
spaces, I genuinely love certain 
aspects of my upbringing and 
love to transmit these respective 
values and tenets to non-Jews, 
to queer people and to queer 
Jews especially. As I continue 
to explore my place within the 
Orthodox and broader Jewish 
community, my innate queerness 
lends me the opportunity to 
hybridize these traditions and 
foment new traditions of my 
own.  
 From challah to latkes, brisket 
and tzimmes, Jewish food is 
broad and encompassing. I have 
tasked myself to accomplish and 
perfect a list of Jewish foods and 
recipes. Every Jewish mother 
or grandmother has their own 

special recipes for meals and food 
universally shared in the broader 
Jewish world. I wanted to create 
a recipe that evoked memories 
of growing up standing next to 
my Savta — grandmother — in 
the kitchen, observing her labor 
over Shabbat and holiday meals 
with such meticulous care. Every 
recipe my Savta makes is so 
decadent and rich, and I knew 
I wanted to recreate my favorite 
recipe of her’s: Potato Kugel.
 Kugel is a baked casserole-like 
dish of the Ashkenazi tradition. 
Highly ambiguous, kugel can be 
sweet or savory, with a potato or 
noodle base. Technically, potato 
kugel can be grated or blended; 
my Savta’s recipe uses blended 
potatoes while I prefer a more 
textured kugel. It is practically a 
latke recipe but baked in a dish, 
creating a crisp exterior with 
a smooth and creamy interior 
texture. Sorry for the expletive, 
but it is so fucking good. 

Ingredients:
• 6 pounds of russet potatoes, 

peeled and shredded (about 
14 potatoes)

• 8 eggs
• 1 cup f lour
• 4 onions, shredded
• 6 tablespoons minced garlic
• Salt and pepper to taste
• ¾ cup olive oil plus eyeballing 

with coating the pan

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 F.
2.  First, wash and peel the 

potatoes. Once peeled, place 
them in a bowl of water and 
lemon juice. Then, peel the 
onions and cut them into 
halves.

3.  Grate and drain the potatoes 
and onions. Begin by grating 
all of your potatoes using 

the grate function on a 
food processor. Discard 
the grated potatoes into a 
cheesecloth (or any cloth 
that functions similarly) and 
drain the water out of the 
vegetable. Then, place the 
potatoes into a bowl. Follow 
the same exact instructions 
for grating and draining the 
onions, and place the grated 
onions into the bowl with 
the grated potatoes. 

4.  Make the f illing. In the 
bowl with the potato and 
onions, add the olive oil, 
eggs, minced garlic, f lour, 
and eyeball a very generous 
amount of salt and pepper. 
Mix well.

5.  Heat the dish in the oven. 
Prior to adding the mixture 
to the 9-by-13 dish, coat the 
entire pan with olive oil and 
place into the oven for 10 to 
15 minutes, ensuring that 
the oil begins to heat up and 
fry. 

6.  Assemble the kugel. Take 
the dish out of the oven 
and begin pouring the 
mixture into the dish. The 
mixture will start sizzling 
in the pan once you begin 
pouring. Gradually add the 
mixture so that it is evenly 
distributed. 

7.  Bake the mixture at 350 F 
for 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
After the hour-and-a-half 
mark, increase the oven’s 
temperature to 425 F for 45 
minutes. 

8.  Take the kugel out of the 
oven and let it sit for 10 
minutes before eating. 

 By the way, kugel is 
pronounced “kuh-gul” and not 
“koo-gul” but some will tell you 
otherwise. Don’t listen to them.

STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS
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Picadillo Empanadas from Mesa Verde and salads from The Blue Owl. 
EDDIE ZHAO / DAILY NEXUS

Kugel is a baked casserole-like dish of the Ashkenazi tradition. 
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UC Santa Barbara men’s 
basketball hosted UC Riverside 
for the first game of 2023 in the 
Thunderdome on Jan. 14. It was a 
packed and electric crowd, but the 
second-half deficit was too large 
for UCSB to come back from, 
resulting in a 65-64 loss. 

The Gauchos started the game 
on the right foot by winning the 
tipoff and scoring first off of a 
senior guard Josh Pierre-Louis 
two-hand finish. The Gauchos 
followed up the dunk by playing 
excellent defense, where they held 
the Highlanders to 1 point three 
and a half minutes into the game.

UCSB played well on the other 
side of the ball as they led by 9 
points with five minutes remaining 
in the first half. However, with a 
score of 23-14, the Highlanders 
looked to make it competitive 
after senior shooting guard Ajare 
Sanni’s free throws.

After some missed open shots, 
especially from the 3-point line 
for the Gauchos, UCR found 
themselves back in the game 
and leading after the first half. 

From being down by 9 points, the 
Highlanders led 27-25. 

At the half, Pierre-Louis and 
senior forward Miles Norris both 
scored 7 points apiece, with Pierre-
Louis shooting 60%. Norris was a 
dual threat on each side of the 
ball, having 1 block and snagging 
3 rebounds.

Unfortunately for the Gauchos, 
the Highlanders continued 
to score and find open shots, 
extending their lead out of the 
break. 

Seven minutes into the second 
half, UCSB soon cut down the 
lead to 2 points after a jump shot 
by sophomore shooting guard 
Cole Anderson. Despite the jump 
shot, the score was still 44-42 in 
the Highlanders’ favor. 

UCR soon tried to take the 
Gaucho’s hope of winning by 
extending their lead in the late 
minutes of the game. With three 
minutes left, the Highlanders led 
by 13. 

The Gauchos would not go 
down without a fight, as jump 
shots started to cut down on the 
lead and gain hope for a comeback. 
With one minute left in the game, 
Norris knocked down a clutch 

3-pointer to cut the lead to 4 at 
61-57.

The Highlanders soon scored a 
tough layup to bring the lead back 
to 6, but sophomore point guard 
Ajay Mitchell quickly responded 
as he hit an and-1 layup to cut the 
lead to 3 points with 40 seconds 
left. 

In the last five seconds, 
Anderson hit his 2 free throws 
to cut the lead to 1 point, where 
freshman forward Koat Keat Tong 
stole the ball at half court to shoot 
a prayer for the win.

UCSB lost 65-64, bringing them 
their first loss in conference play.

“Playing hard down the stretch 
because too many offensive 
rebounds — I think that hurts a lot. 
Just play harder; [UCR] wanted 
it more,” Norris said. “So I got 
to get on my team about that. 
That’s on me as well. I’m not 
perfect. Nobody’s perfect. Being a 
leader on this team, I got to take 
accountability for that at home.”

Now sitting in second place 
with a 5-1 conference record, the 
Gaucho’s next shot to retake first 
place in the Big West Conference 
will be at the Thunderdome on Jan. 
19 against Cal State Northridge.

In a game between the top 
two women’s basketball teams 
in the Big West Conference, 
UC Irvine prevailed over the 
Gauchos 70-60 on Jan. 14. 
UCI’s hot stretches throughout 
the game proved too difficult 
to come back from for the 
Gauchos, who trailed them for 
the entire game.

The first quarter featured a hot 
start for the Anteaters, who got 
easy buckets from sophomore 
guards Nikki Tom and Hunter 
Hernandez. After a couple of 
jump shots and a 3-pointer, UCI 
was up 11-3 to start the game. 
Following back-to-back shots 
by junior guard Diaba Konate, 
the Anteaters’ lead grew to 9 
points in the first quarter. The 
Gauchos bounced back to finish 
the quarter off strong with a 
6-0 run.

The second quarter was one 
the Gauchos would probably 
rather forget. The Anteaters did 
a nice job of confusing the home 
team’s offense as they switched 
between a zone defense and 
full court press. The Gauchos’ 
sloppy play led to turnovers 
and being outscored by 10 in            

the second quarter.
During halftime, sophomore 

forward Alexis Whitfield told 
the Nexus that head coach 
Bonnie Henrickson gave 
encouragement to the team.

“She kind of just gave us like, 
we know we messed up and she 
knew we messed up and we all 
knew we all knew it,” Whitfield 
said. “We accepted it, but we 
need to put that behind us and 
we could really go after what 
she said. She said you can either 
lay down and lose and nothing’s 
going to happen, or you can 
actually try to maybe win or still 
lose. But either way we had to 
get a fire and defend ourselves 
and play like we know how we 
can play and now we just need 
to make sure we do that for all 
four quarters.”  

UCSB did just that, firing on 
all cylinders coming out of the 
halftime break. The Gauchos 
intensified the pressure and had a 
bounce-back quarter. Whitfield 
came out playing exceptionally 
well, scoring a team-high 8 
points in the quarter through 
free throws, layups and jump 
shots. The Gauchos were able to 
cut the deficit to 47-44 headed 
into the fourth quarter.

Once again, the Anteaters 

went on a run early in the 
fourth quarter, and it proved to 
be too much for the Gauchos to 
overcome so late in the game. 
Hernandez and Konate had a 
couple of easy buckets in the 
paint and ultimately took over 
the fourth. Whitfield came alive 
in the fourth again, contributing 
to the scoring through 2 baskets, 
but couldn’t cut the lead enough 
entering the final minute of the 
game. This led to fouling in the 
last minute, driving up the final 
score of the game in favor of 
Irvine 70-60.  

Whitfield responded how the 
team was going to rebound after 
the tough loss, “Like Coach 
said, we’re going to learn from 
this last weekend that we can’t 
do that because, like she said, 
every night is going to be a hard 
gig. Everyone in this conference 
is going to give you a run for 
your money no matter what. So, 
we can’t come out there looking 
scared. So, these next games, 
that’s just our own discipline in 
our own mental focus that we 
just have to be more worried to 
focus in on.”

The Gauchos will go on to 
play at Cal State Northridge on 
Thursday, Jan. 19 for their next 
conference game.

SPORTSTrevor Lawrence wills the 
Jaguars into the following round 

after the Chargers collapsed 
in the second half. Does the 

Ravens’ loss push Lamar Jackson 
toward becoming a future Jet?

Armchair QB
The UCSB men’s and women’s basketball teams 
remain in prime position early on in the regular 
season despite early season losses. The women’s 

team will have to battle their way back to the top 
due to UCI being undefeated in conference play. 

UCSB Athletics
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The NFL wildcard weekend 
kicked off in dramatic fashion on 
Saturday Jan. 4, featuring many 
star-studded NFL players.

The weekend kicked off 
Saturday with the San Francisco 
49ers hosting their divisional 
rivals, the Seattle Seahawks. This 
was expected to be a blowout, as 
the betting line before the game 
was set at -9.5 in favor of the 
49ers.

The game was within reach 
for the Seahawks through three 
quarters as they only trailed by 
six points. Rookie quarterback 
Brock Purdy and star receiver 
Deebo Samuel accounted for 
125 receiving yards in the fourth 
quarter. This ultimately led to 
a blowout victory for the 49ers 
with a f inal score of 41-23. 

The following game was one 
for the ages, with quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence producing one 
of the best comebacks for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars to take down 
the Los Angeles Chargers. Going 
into halftime up 27-7, no one 
could’ve expected the Chargers 

to lose 30-31 in the end.
Lawrence posted 3 touchdowns 

and 0 interceptions, willing the 
Jaguars into f ield goal range 
where they were able to win with 
a walk off kick.

In the coldest game of the 
weekend, the Buffalo Bills headed 
into this weekend as big favorites 
over the Miami Dolphins, who 
were missing their starting 
quarterback.

The Dolphins’ MVP candidate 
quarterback Josh Allen made a 
multitude of mistakes, preventing 
a blowout from happening over 
the Bills. Allen was hurried as 
the Dolphins’ linebacker Jaelan 
Phillips recorded 9 pressures in 
the game. The Bills pulled off 
the 34-31 victory thanks to Allen 
throwing 3 touchdown.

Third-year UCSB economics 
student Isaac Moisa stated about 
the games, “I think this electric 
wild card weekend changed the 
trajectories of some franchises 
for the worse like the Ravens and 
Chargers and propelled others 
like the Jaguars and Giants into 
perennial relevance.” 

The New York Giants were 
one of the upsets this weekend as 

they took down the Minnesota 
Vikings 31-24.

Quarterback Daniel Jones 
produced the most rushing yards 
for his team with 78 yards to go 
with his 301 passing yards. In a 
game featuring zero turnovers, 
Jones did his best to give his 
team a winning shot.

The f inal game of the Sunday 
slate had to be one of the more 
exciting games, between the 
Cincinnati Bengals and Baltimore 
Ravens.

Without star quarterback 
Lamar Jackson, the Ravens 
were led behind the backup 
quarterback Tyler Huntley. After 
throwing a pick in the f irst series 
on the f ield Huntley responded 
with leading his team to a 
halftime lead. Everything would 
change following a 98-yard 
fumble recovery, returned for a 
touchdown in the Bengals favor. 
In the end, that proved to be 
enough for the Bengals in their 
24-17 victory.  

The Kansas City Chiefs and 
Philadelphia Eagles will be back 
in action next weekend as the 
No. 1 seeds will be coming off 
their bye seeds fully rested.
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Nexus File Photo

UCSB junior forward Miles Norris pulls up for an open jumpshot at the Thunderdome.

The UCSB women’s basketball team look to break the timeout huddle.

JUSTIN TSE / DAILY NEXUS
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Trevor Lawrence eyeing his receivers downfield after the shotgun snap.
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The University of California 
recently announced a $4 billion 
investment in the Blackstone Real 
Estate Investment Trust (BREIT), 
managed by powerful private 
equity group Blackstone Inc. The 
partnership comes on the heels 
of the largest academic strike in 
US history at the UC, in which 
ending rent burden was a central 
demand. Perversely, as UC was in 
talks with Blackstone, UC Labor 
Relations Director Letitia Silas 
cautioned graduate workers that 
raising their wages could have 
“unintended consequences” such as 
“subsidizing private landlords and 
further exacerbating rental costs 
for other Californians.” But UC’s 
partnership with the world’s largest 
corporate landlord means that far 
from seeking solutions to an urgent 
housing crisis, the UC is directly 
profiting from housing scarcity and 
tenant disempowerment.

Well before the Blackstone deal, 
UC was already the largest landlord 
in California. It manages 150,000 
beds in university housing and 
another $5 billion in direct real 

estate investments. Housing is a 
major profit center for the UC, as 
evidenced by steep (up to 60%) rent 
increases in for-prof it apartment 
buildings it owns near its campuses. 
These activities directly impact the

living conditions of its students and 
employees. As growing reports and 
our own interactions with students 
attest, the statewide housing crisis 
forces students into multiple jobs 
to pay the rent, churning students 
through houselessness or insecure 
housing that includes squeezing 
students into overcrowded dorms, 
or sleeping in vans, tents and closets.

Blackstone became an industry 
leader in the purchase of single-
family homes by institutional 
investors during the Global Financial 
Crisis and the coronavirus pandemic. 
Feeding on mass foreclosures 
and death, corporate landlords 
swiped up devalued real estate, 
buying over 13% of homes with 
all-cash purchases. This strategy 
is explicitly predatory: by mopping 
up distressed housing during 
downturns, corporate landlords 
pursue an investment strategy built 
on lowering supply and raising 
prices, thereby enhancing their own 
market power. Responding to the 
UC’s $4bn investment, Blackstone 
president Jonathan Gray noted that 
“Less [housing] supply is key,” and 
that rising rent across the country 
“gives us a lot of confidence as we 

look out over the horizon.”
Yet, what Blackstone and the 

UC see as a stable investment, 
tenants experience as crushing 
rent burden. A recent study found 
that 62% of US households cannot 
afford a comfortable standard of 
living after paying rent. For the 
majority of people in the United 
States, shouldering a higher rent 
burden entails making desperate 
choices between eviction and other 
essentials, such as paying for food, 
heat, and life-saving prescriptions. 
As the Federal Reserve raises 
interest rates, provoking fear of a 
recession, Blackstone and UC’s profit 
projections rely on exacerbating 
the cost of living crisis. And as 
housing justice advocates across 
the country wage campaigns for 
rent control and affordable housing, 
the UC’s investment entrenches its 
interest in a f irm that has bankrolled 
opposition to rent control legislation 
in California.

For 48,000 UC academic workers, 
the contract that emerged from 
their historic strike provides 
little reprieve from the high cost 
of housing. Though the contract 
institutes a 46% raise for graduate 
workers, this does little to alleviate 
rent burden in some of the nation’s 
priciest rental markets. As UCSB’s 
Janna Haider noted, the new 
contract means she will pay 41% 
of her income towards rent, down 

from 49%. But UC students and 
staff are unlikely to f ind relief 
soon. BREIT’s inventory strangles 
housing supply — driving up rental 
costs for the thousands of units it 
holds in the Bay Area (Stockton, 
Sacramento, Modesto) and Southern 
California (Los Angeles, Corona 
Hills, Moreno Valley, San Diego, 
Riverside), and close to 10,000 beds 
in student housing developments 
at UC Berkeley, UC Irvine and UC 
Riverside.

In a public university system where 
35% of UC undergraduates are 
Pell Grant recipients, unaffordable 
housing harms the mental health, 
academic performance and futureof 
low income students of color. As state 
lawmakers push the UC to grow by 
33,000 California students by 2030, 
the already-untenable shortage of 
housing and price gouging of rents 
will grow more dire. 

The latest UC investment in 
Blackstone is only one in a string of 
predatory investment decisions that 
prey on poor and working people. 
Yet, the UC has made decisions 
on the right side of history before, 
divesting from apartheid South 
Africa in 1986 and from fossil fuels 
in 2020, both in response to pressure 
from mass student movements. The 
time has past come for the UC to 
use its massive capacity to invest 
and plan to help solve the housing 
crisis, rather than prolong it.
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Try to soak up 17 inches of rain with a 
single Target bath towel

Enjoy your new beachfront view from 
Sabado because DP fell into the ocean.

Grow gills and join your aquatic brethren 

Climb the tallest tree you can � nd

Use your umbrella to catch � sh

Stay home 

Release your neighbor’s pet � sh into 
� ood water

Go to the beach, but don’t forget your 
sunscreen

Pull out your metal straw and get to 
work

Attempt to vlog the storm in Lululemon 
ensemble

Dry your sopping-wet pants by hanging 
them in the middle of your living room for 

three days straight

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES

FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Frolick barefoot in over� owing sewer 
water

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The signs as ways to survive the 
upcoming tropical monsoon
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MY FRESHMAN EXPERIENCE: 

 Amitha Bhat
 Co-Opinion Editor

Here’s a list of all the 
wonderful events that have 
transpired since the new 
year of 2022.

1. I got COVID-19 
during the f irst four weeks, 
during which classes were 
thankfully online, but 
unenjoyable nonetheless.

2. Being back at home, I 
was again immersed in my 
passion versus prof it debate, 
arguing with my family 
about what I should really do 
with my degree. These were 
intense, circular, emotionally 
draining arguments. 

3. Biostatistics.
4. The f irst biostatistics 

midterm (I needed to 
whip out the UCSB grade 
calculator after seeing the 
score on this one).

And then, my grandfather 
passed away. 

This is not something that 
I have shared with many 
people. It seemed like people 
had things to do, and not 
everyone is equipped to 
handle a situation like this. 

I refused to make my 
grandfather’s passing about 
myself. This was something 
that my mother was dealing 
with — this was her struggle, 
not a reason for me to stop 
working. That’s not what my 
mother or my grandfather 
would have wanted. 

I tried to f inish off the 
quarter. This isn’t to say 
that I didn’t allow myself 
time to grieve. I did, just not 
enough time. If you miss a 

week of school in the quarter 
system, you basically miss 
f ive chapters of material for 
each class, and it doesn’t 
really matter if you need 
more time. 

I don’t mean to sound 
like I put so much pressure 
on myself because I don’t 

believe that’s true. But, that’s 
what it feels like. Because 
I’m an emotional person, 
because my grandfather 
and I were close and in the 
context of what’s been going 
on over there, this was a long 
time coming. I just didn’t 
think it would happen at this 
exact time. I didn’t think I 
would f ind out through a 
phone call, where my mom 
answered crying and, just 

like that, I knew.
During those last few 

weeks, I felt more miserable 
than I had ever felt before. I 
didn’t know who I could talk 
to about it.

My friends here at school 
were busy trying to f inish 
off the quarter and I didn’t 

want to put them in an 
uncomfortable posit ion 
where they might not know 
what to say and make both 
of us feel bad. My friends 
from home were all busy at 
their respective schools, and 
our schedules weren’t synced 
enough at the time. My 
mother was with her family 
in India, trying to cope with 
the massive loss they were 
experiencing. And, my father 

had lost his own dad the 
year prior.  

After a while, I started 
hanging out with people 
again. I knew I hadn’t dealt 
with his passing in its entirety  
—  honestly, I still haven’t  
—  but I was OK. I found 
distractions in the form of my 

second biostatistics midterm 
(on which I needed to score 
at least a 90, according to 
the UCSB grade calculator), 
my looming communication 
paper and a growing number 
of GauchoCast  Econ 1 
lectures. 

I tried to do other things. I 
covered the Oscar-nominated 
writer’s panel at the Santa 
Barbara International Film 
Festival (and received an 

off icial press pass to do 
so because I write for the 
Nexus). My UC mascot 
article ran in a Nexus print 
issue, and the accompanying 
art is absolutely phenomenal. 
I hung it up in my dorm room. 
I pitched this article at an 
Opinion meeting. I continued 
to discuss my highs and lows 
of the week with my fellow 
social committee members. I 
applied for some internships 
that never ended up getting 
back to me. I started working 
out again, around dead week 
(perfect timing), just because 
I can. I also began writing 
creatively again, for myself 
this time. 

This time, the six-hour 
Amtrak bus ride back to the 
Bay Area is not f illed with 
optimistic thoughts about 
the upcoming spring quarter. 
Rather, I’m content with the 
knowledge that I have more 
to do in Santa Barbara. I 
like the classes I’m taking 
next quarter and I await 
my f inal grades (maybe not 
biostatistics, though). 

I’m not sure what spring 
entails. All I know is that, 
in a week, I will be back on 
campus. I’ll adopt a different 
mindset this time. One where 
I’ll see what happens, like 
I’m a character outside my 
own body, gleaning words 
off the page. Distanced, yet 
inevitably invested at the 
same time. 

Amitha Bhat experienced an 
interesting start to her 2022, 
but she made it out to the other 
end, mostly intact.

OUTSIDE OPINION: ����������������������
���������������

LAST YEAR WAS MY FRESHMAN YEAR AT UC SANTA BARBARA. TOWARD THE END OF THE YEAR, I WROTE A THREE-PART PIECE, EACH PART REFLECTING 
ON MY EXPERIENCE DURING EVERY QUARTER. WE HAVE DECIDED TO PUBLISH EACH PART DURING EACH CORRESPONDING QUARTER THIS ACADEMIC 
YEAR. SO, AS WE BEGIN A NEW WINTER QUARTER, PLEASE ENJOY MY REFLECTIONS FROM WINTER QUARTER 2022, MY SECOND QUARTER AT UCSB. 

SIMONE MANSELL /  DAILY NEXUS


