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UC Santa Barbara Chicanx/
Latinx Cultural Resource Center 
celebrated Día de los Muertos 
in collaboration with multiple 
campus entities and the local 
community on the front lawn of 
the Student Resource Building on 
Nov. 1.

The celebration was planned 
by a coalition of organizations 
— including the Department of 
Chicana/o Studies, Undocumented 
Student Services, Mesa Directiva, 
El Congreso de UCSB, Student 
Engagement & Leadership, 
Student Labor Action Committee, 
Raíces De Mi Tierra UCSB, UC 
Chicanx/Latinx Networking 
Association and Strengthening 

Opportunities for Latinx. 
Día de los Muertos originated in 

Mesoamerica as a holiday tradition 
to celebrate the lives of those who 
passed away, including practices 
like assembling altars for late 
loved ones, as well as dances and 
musical performances. The festival 
included a food and drink buffet, 
performances, and activities for 
approximately 300 attendees to 
celebrate the holiday.  

“Día de los Muertos is a 
celebration that captures the idea 
of unity between life and death,” 
said Educational Opportunity 
Program Academic Achievement 
counselor and Chicanx/Latinx 
Cultural Resource Center 
Coordinator Jacqueline Ovalle. 
“It’s a synthesis of the indigenous 
Mesoamerican and Spanish 

conquistador traditions.” 
Though this is the ninth-annual 

celebration the resource center has 
put on at UCSB, this is the first 
time the celebration has returned 
in its entirety following the past 
couple of years of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

“This is a return to a full-scale 
celebration since 2019,” fourth-year 
Spanish major and El Congreso 
member Erik Magaña said in a 
statement to the Nexus. “There 
have been additional events 
happening throughout campus 
and in the local community which 
did not fully resume last year 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.”

The event organizers served 
tamales from a local Isla Vista 
vendor — with vegetarian, 

chicken and pork options — pan 
dulce and pan de muerto from 
Cristino’s Bakery, churros from 
UCSB Campus Concessions, hot 
chocolate and aguas frescas from 
Super Cuca’s in I.V.

This year, Día de los Muertos 
at UCSB featured two primary 
performances from UCSB’s Raíces 
De Mi Tierra, a ballet folklorico 
dance group, and Mariachi Fiesta 
Mexicana de Santa Barbara, a local 
mariachi band. The festival also 
highlighted various contributions 
from the local community through 
a silent art auction, which featured 
student artwork and jewelry from 
staff members, among other items. 

All proceeds from the auction 
were donated to Undocumented 

Student Services, a UCSB office 
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Altars displayed inside the Student Resource Building and out on the 
front lawn commemorated loved ones and inspiring political figures in 
Latinx activism history.
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Set to begin construction as early 
as the summer of 2023, UC Santa 
Barbara’s Munger Hall dormitory 
has been in development for nearly 
a decade, largely in private from 
the public and local governance. 

Its unique design — a dense 
nine-story structure home to over 
3,500 student bedrooms, most of 
which will lack windows — has 
been subject to national criticism; 
the housing crisis and lack of 
faith in the Munger Hall design 
ultimately prompted city and 
county government litigation. 

Prior to the Munger Hall project, 
UCSB spent years developing a 
different student residence, an 
apartment complex known as 
Mesa Verde. That project was 
abandoned by 2019, with UCSB 
planning to construct Munger Hall 
at the site once slated for Mesa 
Verde.

Donor Charles Munger 
The dormitory was designed 

by Berkshire Hathaway Vice 
Chairman Charles Munger, who is 
expected to contribute hundreds of 
millions of dollars to help fund the 
massive project.

His involvement with UCSB 
dates back over a decade, sparked 
by a conversation he had on a 
fishing trip with longtime friend 
and Santa Barbara resident Glen 
Mitchel, later recounted in Kavli 
Institute for Theoretical Physics’ 
(KITP) winter 2015 newsletter. 

On the fishing trip, Mitchel told 
Munger that the university was 
planning to construct a visitors 
residence for KITP. Munger met 
with KITP Director Lars Bildsten 
in the summer of 2012, per minutes 
of a Campus Planning Committee 
(CPC) meeting on Jan. 28, 2014, 
obtained by the Nexus.

The pair discussed fundraising 
options for the building, intending 
to house visiting scientists as well 
as their families. In the meeting, 
Munger offered to develop the 
residence himself and donate it to 
the campus upon its completion.

Munger had extensive input 
into the project despite having 
no formal architectural training, 
choosing an architect and settling 
on a three-story design in line with 
university standards and policies. 

“He became so enthusiastic, he 
spent hours hand-drafting plans 
for a residence in accordance with 
his thoughts,” Mitchel said in the 
newsletter.

Munger’s donation totaled $65.4 
million in stocks gifted to UCSB 
to fund the residence of his design: 
the Munger Physics Residence that 
opened in 2017.

The donation was the largest 
ever gift to the university up until 
2014, and made up nearly half 
the private support the university 
received that fiscal year, which 
was its most profitable year ever 
at the time.

“Our campus is honored by 
the tremendous philanthropy 
of Charles Munger,” Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang said at the time in 
The Current. “His gift has crowned 
the record number of donations 
made to our campus during this 
fiscal year.” 

Munger surpassed his own 
record four years later. The 
billionaire purchased Las Varas 
Ranch — an 1,800-acre property 
in Goleta that featured two miles 
of the California coastline — in 
2018 from Kerry Mormann & 
Associates for an undisclosed 
amount estimated to be around 
$70 million. 

Upon its purchase, Munger 
gifted the ranch to UCSB, following 
approval of the UC Regents. Yang 
said the university would maintain 
it as a working ranch for years to 
come in a 2018 statement to the 
campus community.

“I am grateful to the Regents 
and our colleagues at the Office 
of the President for their advice 
and support,” Yang said in the 
statement. “And, of course, we are 
most grateful to Charlie Munger 
for blessing our campus with a gift 
that will benefit our University for 
generations to come.”

The property is currently 
maintained by the university as a 
working ranch. 

Housing projects before 
Munger Hall

Prior to the Munger Hall 
project, UCSB worked for years 
to prepare an apartment project 
known as Mesa Verde that would 
house hundreds of students. The 
project was scrapped by 2019 for 
undisclosed reasons, and the site 
where construction was planned 
was taken over by Munger Hall. 

The expansion of campus 
housing is dictated by the 2010 
Long Range Development plan 
(LRDP) — a campus planning 
agreement the university signed 
onto with local government 
stipulating that UCSB add 5,000 
student beds to the university by 
2025.

Two apartment complexes — 
Sierra Madre and San Joaquin 
Villages — each predated the LRDP 
by several years and completed 
construction in 2016 and 2017, 
respectively. Approximately 
1,500 bed spaces were added to 
the campus between the two 
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Yang and Munger sat together at the inauguration of UCSB’s Munger 
Physics Residence on July 15, 2017.

Courtesy of UCSB
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 Sustainable University Now 
intends to sue UC Santa Barbara 
to obtain documents related 
to Munger Hall and campus 
enrollment, according to director 
Richard Flacks.
 Sustainable University Now 
(S.U.N.) is a coalition of various 
Santa Barbara groups including 
the Coalition for Sustainable 
Transportation, Santa Barbara 
County Action Network and 
the League of Women Voters of 
Santa Barbara. The group’s goal 
is to facilitate sustainable campus 
development at UCSB. 
 The group f iled a Public 
Records Act (PRA) request on 
April 8, seeking documents related 
to Munger Hall and UCSB’s 
occupancy numbers, among 
others, according to Flacks. 
The Nexus filed a May 8 PRA 
request for documents related to 
Munger Hall, which have yet to be 
delivered.
 The Law Office of Marc Chytilo, 
S.U.N.’s legal representation, 
outlined the organization’s 

grievances in an Aug. 24 letter 
addressed to UCSB Chief Campus 
Counsel Nancy Greenan Hamill 
and UCSB PRA Coordinator 
Monica Dussert and obtained by 
the Nexus.
 “Nearly twenty (20) weeks after 
we submitted our PRA request, 
we still have not received either 
the documents responsive to our 
request, or a written response 
explaining the legal basis on 
which you are refusing to disclose 
the documents,” the letter said.
 Following the adoption of the 
2010 Long Range Development 
Plan (LRDP), UCSB reached its 
own agreement with S.U.N. in 2011 
to more effectively mitigate the 
potential environmental impact of 
new campus development. They 
agreed to S.U.N.’s listed priorities 
to reduce traff ic congestion 
and emission levels, improve 
accessibility to sustainable 
alternatives for transportation, 
and maintain a buffer between 
housing developments and 
environmentally protected lands. 
 The agreement also stipulated 

 County Supervisors Gregg Hart 
and Joan Hartmann drafted a letter 
to the Office of the Chancellor 
last year expressing concerns 
about the proposed Munger Hall 
dormitory, documents obtained 
by the Nexus show.
 “This project borders on 
experimentation and is of grave 
concern to public health and 
safety officials,” the supervisors 
wrote.
 The undated letter, obtained by 
the Nexus through an anonymous 
source who requested to remain 
anonymous, provides insight into 
the concerns the supervisors and 
a number of county officials had 
with the Munger Hall project last 
fall. The supervisors took issue 
with the scale and density of the 
project and its use of artificial 
windows in student bedrooms.
 County leaders only learned 
about the plans for the dormitory 
the day it was publicly announced 
on July 27, the letter said. Following 
the announcement, the County 
Sheriff ’s office, Fire Department, 

Planning & Development officials 
and Public Works all voiced 
concerns about the project to the 
university privately in writing on 
Aug. 12, 2021, according to the 
letter.
 Off icials raised a number 
of issues related to emergency 
response, questioning the ability 
of UC Santa Barbara to evacuate 
and situate several thousand 
students from the building and the 
difficulty for emergency personnel 
to access windowless bedrooms.
 Rob Hazard, a division chief 
at Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department, said to the Nexus 
that the department delivered 
private comments to UCSB to 
suggest changes and areas that 
the project’s Environmental 
Impact Report should address. 
 Hazard expressed concerns 
regarding coordinating fire and 
emergency responses at Munger 
Hall by way of Mesa Road, 
the only route to access to the 
proposed site of the housing 
complex. Hazard said the road 
often experiences heavy traffic 
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Hundreds of students marched in protest of the proposed Munger 
Hall dormitory on Nov. 5, 2021.
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that provides counseling, resources 
and support for undocumented 
students and/or those impacted by 
undocumented family members or 
loved ones. 

Alongside the auction was 
a papel picado activity — where 
participants cut tissue paper into 
designs and cutouts. The Mexican 
decorative craft is traditionally 
hung during festivals like Día De 
los Muertos. 

The main event of the evening 
was the altars displayed inside the 
Student Resource Building and out 
on the front lawn, Ovalle said. 

“The altars are a way to 
remember our loved ones who 
have passed away,” Ovalle said. “In 
the altars, we may have folks who 
are directly related to us or who 
we were acquainted with, but it 
could also be people who we look 
up to.” 

Ovalle said the celebration of 
those who passed away is central 
to this annual holiday.

“You’ll see maybe certain 
political figures or activists who 
have taken part of our lives and 
who we have a connection to 
and who we want to honor,” she 

continued. “It’s a way to remember 
our loved ones, establish a sense of 
personal history and really portray 
the cultural significance of it.” 

Many co-sponsors of the 
event each had a dedicated 
altar, including El Congreso, the 
Resource Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity, Undocumented 
Student Services, UCSB Students 
for Justice in Palestine, Hermanas 
Unidas de UCSB, Gé neros 
Marginados Unides por Justicia, 
Educació n, y Revolució n, Campus 
Advocacy, Resource & Education, 
Latinx Business Association and 

Sigma Alpha Zeta. 
All of the participating 

organizations dedicated their 
altars to loved ones or inspiring 
political figures in Latinx activism 
history. El Congreso dedicated 
their altar to Oscar Gomez, a UC 
Davis student and Chicano activist 
who was found dead close to a 
bluff on UCSB’s campus on Nov. 
17, 1994. 

“He was visiting to support El 
Congreso in a march [at UCSB] … 
Unfortunately, he passed away the 
day after, so we’re commemorating 
him,” said fifth-year sociology 

major and El Congreso member 
Liliana Servin. “This year, his 
story has gained more recognition 
because a podcast came out with 
his story, so we’re just trying to 
reinform people about the history 
that people like that have on 
our campus and especially to El 
Congreso.” 

N o n - L a t i n x - a f f i l i a t e d 
organizations joined in the 
commemoration of these altars, 
with organizations like UCSB’s 
Students for Justice in Palestine 
celebrating the lives of individuals 
like Palestinian journalist Shireen 
Abu Akleh, Oday Salah and 
Mohammad Shaham, among 
others. 

All of the altars were decorated 
with papel picados, plastic candles 
and marigold garlands, the latter of 
which were donated by the UCSB 
Associated Students Department 
of Public Worms. Onlookers 
walked by each of the altars and 
viewed the faces and names of 
those who have passed. 

“Ultimately, we are honoring 
and we are celebrating their 
life,” Ovalle said. “It’s a means 
of celebration and honoring and 
remembering and bringing the 
community together to do that.” 

Servin said the holiday has come 
to more prominence in her life 
recently, following the passing of 
her grandmother. 

“I didn’t really grow up doing it 
… but that changed a couple years 
ago when my grandma passed 
away, and she was the matriarch 
of the family,” she said. 

The loss in her family cultivated 
a tradition to create an altar 
dedicated to her grandmother on 
Día De los Muertos, she said.

“This weekend, I went back 

home and created the largest one 
yet — one of my uncles helped me 
build a 6-foot-3 tier altar to put her 
belongings on there,” Servin said. 

Servin said that observing the 
holiday honors the precolonial 
traditions of Latin America and the 
day’s power of reuniting families 
and communities. 

“Although religion was imposed 
on Mexico, [Día De los Muertos] 
remained that tradition to this 
day,” she said. “It tends to be 
more of a festive holiday where 
you remember the good times, 
tell good stories, play music, but 
I think it’s really important to 
[recognize that] it has survived 
colonization.” 

Holding Latinx/Chicanx 
celebrations like Día De los 
Muertos — especially at a 
university with a long-held status 
as an Hispanic-Serving Institution 
and the first university in the U.S. 
to offer Chicanx Studies major 
— is essential in supporting and 
representing the university’s Latinx 
community, Servin said.

“It gives those students that 
might not have been able to go 
home for this holiday, just to feel 
more at home,” Servin said. “So if 
they have a space here on campus 
to do so, to print a picture of their 
loved ones and put it on an altar 
— if that makes them feel more at 
home then I think that’s great.”

Ovalle also noted that holding 
celebrations like this reminds many 
of home and how that mutual 
feeling of melancholy can unify the 
Latinx campus community.

“I hope that everybody that 
attends feels at home, that they feel 
that they are connected to UCSB 
just a little bit more after attending 
this,” she said. 
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Weekly Goings-on in and 
Around Isla Vista

Women’s Center hosts 
reproductive justice tabling 
event

The Women’s Center is holding 
“‘Roots of Response’: The Many 
Branches of Reproductive Justice 
Activism,” a tabling event on 
Nov. 4 from 2-4 p.m. in the 
Student Resource Building’s 
(SRB) Multipurpose Room. 

The event will focus on the 
different branches of reproductive 
justice activism in light of the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade and 
the upcoming general election. 

RCSGD hosts Zoom panel 
to discuss transgender 
healthcare at UCSB

The Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity 
(RCSGD) is hosting a Zoom 
panel on transgender healthcare 
on Nov. 4 at 3 p.m.

The panel will feature speakers 
from RCSGD, Counseling 
& Psychological Services 
(C.A.P.S.) and UCSB Student 
Health Services. The group will 
discuss what gender-aff irming 
healthcare and resources are 
available at UCSB through UC 
S.H.I.P insurance and will end 
with a Q&A session. 

CLCRC hosts annual 
Celebración de la Familia

The Chicanx/Latinx Cultural 
Resource Center (CLCRC) is 
hosting Celebración de la Familia 
on Nov. 5 at 10 a.m. — an English 
and Spanish speaking event 
for Latinx students and their 
families during UCSB’s Parent & 
Family Weekend. 

The event will cover campus 
resources and organizations and 
host performances, food, local 
music and guest speakers. 

“This historical event was part 
of a list of demands from a 
collective of Latinx undergraduate 
and graduate students that came 
together as the V.O.C.E.R.O.S. 
de UCSB (Voices Of the 
Community, En Resistencia, 
Organizing Solidarity) in April 
2016,” the Shoreline description 
read. “They called on the 
university to institute a Latinx 
Parent Weekend to increase our 
visibility on campus and ease the 
transition into higher education 
for Latinx students.”

The event will begin with an 
activist tour of UCSB buildings 
and activism history from 10-11 
a.m. and will continue into a 
student and parent workshop 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. It will 
then end with a luncheon from 
1-3 p.m. to celebrate UCSB’s 
Latinx community with live 
music performances. 

The event is in collaboration 
with Student Engagement & 
Leadership, The Latinx UCSB 
Networking Associat ion, 
Chican@ Studies, Mesa Directiva, 
Educational Opportunity 
Program, MultiCultural Center, 
El Congreso and Student Labor 
Action Coalition. 

African diasporic Cultural 
Resource Center hosts Black 
Gaucho Family Weekend 

The African diasporic Cultural 
Resource Center is hosting its 
annual celebration of the Black 
Gaucho Family Weekend on 
Nov. 5 at 1 p.m. in the SRB. 

There will be catering from Soul 
Bites, featuring Southern African 
American cuisine. 

“Join us in celebrating the rich 
cultures of the Black/African 
diasporic communities of UCSB,” 
the Shoreline description read. 
“We invite students, families, 
faculty, staff, and community 
members to: foster and deepen 
your sense of community, 
celebrate the accomplishments 
of our Black Gaucho scholars, 
honor the legacy of Black 
excellence in leadership, 
participate in our Black student 
resource fair, share in African 
diasporic cuisine, enjoy local 
entertainment, games, and other 
social activities.” 

The event is co-sponsored 
by the Office of Black Student 
Development and C.A.P.S. 

Isla Vista Compost 
Collective hosts Community 
Collab Day

The Isla Vista Compost 
Collective is hosting a 
Community Collab Day to foster 
community volunteering on 
Nov. 7 at 2 p.m. at St. Michael’s 
University Church. The event 
will occur on the f irst Monday of 
every month from 2-5 p.m. 

The event will feature three 
stations — a tabling event, making 
a worm bin and volunteering 
opportunit ies. Attendees 
of the tabling event can take 
away educational material on 
composting, and participants 
can create their own worm bin 
and get a chance to maintain 
community compost piles. 

Attendees can register for 
these events on Shoreline. 

UCLA students sue UC 
Regents for alleged sexual 
abuse from camp counselors

Two UCLA students are suing 
the UC Board of Regents after 
facing alleged sexual abuse and 
hazing at Bruin Woods, a UCLA-
run family resort for alumni 
where the two were employed as 
camp counselors. 

The students — Samea Derrick 
and Lydia Dixon — worked at 
the camp in Lake Arrowhead 
in June as f irst-time counselors 
for f ive days before leaving, 
according to the Los Angeles 
Times. Derrick and Dixon’s 
lawsuit alleges negligence, civil 
rights violations, hazing, gender 
violence, two cases of assault and 
battery, and intentional inf liction 
of emotional distress.

The lawsuit is seeking a jury 
trial and $50,000 in damages and 
compensation for legal fees and 
medical expenses. The suit is also 
leveled at other camp counselors, 
including two men accused of 
sexually assaulting them. 

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, the hazing activities 
at the camp are referred to by 
counselors as “traditions” and 
have occurred for decades.

“Every single night, it would just 
become more and more intense, 

like they would cross more and 
more boundaries,” Derrick told 
the Los Angeles Times.

Dixon also said that during 
the camp’s 2022 training, new 
counselors were informed that 
four Title IX lawsuits were filed 
after the camp’s 2021 session, 
but that traditions were more 
“intense” then and had since been 
toned down.

Derrick and Dixon are 
represented by attorney Scott 
Carr, who filed the lawsuit on 
behalf of them.

“They bring you in, talking 
about how they’re going to be 
your best friends, and they get 
you to trust them, and then once 
you trust them, they get you to 
protect their secrets,” Carr told 
the Los Angeles Times. “And 
that’s exactly what happened 
here.” 

UC Davis student-sponsored 
Turning Point USA event 
canceled following protests 

An Oct. 25 event at the UC 
Davis Conference Center 
organized by Turning Point 
USA, a right-wing student group, 
was canceled following fighting 
among protesters. 

The event featured Stephen 
Davis, a conservative speaker 
known as “MAGA Hulk,” and 
was canceled by the students 
organizing the event out of 
concerns for safety, according to 

a statement from the university.
The original protest was 

organized by a campus chapter 
of Cops Off Campus, who posted 
on Instagram on Oct. 20 calling 
for students to “show up and 
make it clear that [Turning 
Point USA isn’t] welcome on our 
campus.”  

After the protest began, 
participants knocked over the 
metal barricade and pounded 
on the doors of the Conference 
Center to get the attention of 
those inside, according to The 
California Aggie, UC Davis’ 
student newspaper. 

One hour later, counter-
protesters — some wearing Proud 
Boys-labeled apparel — arrived.
Fighting and usage of pepper 
spray broke out among the crowd 
of 100, a statement from the 
university said.

The university released a 
public statement the same day 
stating that the UC Davis Police 
Department was not deployed 
at the event, and that it was 
“unfortunate the event could not 
proceed as planned.”

“  We aff irm the right of our 
students — in this instance, 
Turning Point USA at UC 
Davis — to invite speakers to our 
campus, just as we aff irm the 
right of others to protest speakers 
whose views they find upsetting 
or offensive,” the statement read.

A Week in UC Student 
News

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS
Continued from p.1
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projects, the only additions to 
campus housing since the LRDP’s 
ratification.

Planning for Mesa Verde, the 
third planned series of apartments, 
began in 2011. The project was set 
to provide 600 student apartment 
units in three construction phases, 
according to minutes of a CPC 
meeting on Nov. 29, 2011. 

The project required the 
demolition and relocation of the 
existing Facilities Management 
center site, which is comprised of 
18 buildings located on Stadium 
Road, to make way for the new 
housing.

The facilities management site 
was analyzed for the LRDP under 
the name Mesa Verde, according to 
UCSB Media Relations Manager 
Kiki Reyes.

“The site was incorporated into 
the 2010 LRDP with the name 
Mesa Verde,” Reyes said in a 
statement to the Nexus. “Besides 
capacity study analysis, there was 
no further study for the project.”

As part of plans to relocate its 
existing Facilities Management 
operations, the  university 
purchased a property on South Los 
Carneros Road in 2013 for $12.5 
million from the real estate firm 
Sares Regis Group, per minutes of 
an April 30, 2013, CPC meeting. 
The property housed a warehouse 
subleased by the Mammoth 
Moving & Storage company which 
would eventually be renovated to 
house the Munger Hall mock-up.

The Housing & Residential 
Services website displayed the 
Mesa Verde project through 2017 
on a subpage that is no longer 
available. The page displayed a 
rendering of apartments at the site, 
which was set to host 550 students 
across 110-125 units at the time. 

The subpage was taken down in 
2017, but references to the project 
continued in budget documents. 
The 2018 UC  Capital Financial 
Plan provided a lengthy explanation 
of the Mesa Verde complex, which 
was adjusted over the years to 
hold more students and aimed to 
house them by Fall Quarter 2022. 
“Mesa Verde is the next student 
housing project and will provide 
2,000 student beds in apartment 
units,” the 2018 document read. 
“It is expected the project will be 
approved and built in phases, with 
the first phase targeted to open in 
Fall 2022.”

The university abandoned 
the project after several years 
of drafting architectural plans, 
preparing budget plans and 
purchasing property sites. The 
last mention of Mesa Verde on 
university budget documents 
appeared in 2019.

The unrealized pitch
By 2019, Mesa Verde stopped 

appearing on budget documents, 
replaced by “Donor Funded 
Student Housing.” The university 
had shifted its focus to a new 
housing project, one developed for 
years by Munger and Yang.

Following the planning of the 
Munger Physics Residence, the pair 
began discussing the possibility 
of Munger developing another 
campus residence — this time for 
students.

“Mr. Munger was interested in 
helping the campus with housing 
needs and engaged with Chancellor 
Yang in a number of conversations 
over the years,” Reyes said in her 
statement.

Yang already had a plot of land 
in mind for the student housing 
development: the 28-acre stretch 
of oceanfront land home to the 
Channel Islands 5 residence 
halls and De La Guerra Dining 
Commons. Both would need to 
be torn down for new structures 
to take their place, temporarily 
lowering the number of student 
bed spaces by over 2,700. 

Yang reached out to Munger, 
inquiring what kind of project he’d 
be able to build at the selected site 
and how much of an investment 
he’d be willing to make, per 
Munger’s telling of events at a 
March 24, 2016, UC Regents 
meeting.

The billionaire, who has 
developed four housing projects 
for other universities as of 2022, 
accepted the invitation and set to 
work developing a new student 
residence.

It took Munger a year and a 
half to decide on whether or not 
to have single-student bedrooms, 
he told Architectural Record in an 
interview.

“How stupid I was,” he said in 
the interview. “Imagine taking 
years to decide that the kids should 
get their own bedroom.”

In opting for single-student 
rooms, his envisioned dormitories 
— planned to host thousands of 
students each — were rendered too 
dense for every bedroom to feature 
a glass window to the outside. 
Instead, Munger opted for artificial 
LED panels that would serve as 
virtual windows.

By March 2016 — years after 
Yang and Munger began discussing 
the project — preparation for 
Munger’s dormitory was well 
under way. The overall structure 
had been settled upon, a miniature 
of the buildings and surrounding 
environment had been built, and 
Munger was preparing his pitch to 
the UC Regents. 

At the same time, Building 994 
— a part of the Goleta warehouse 
UCSB had purchased three years 
earlier — sat vacant. The university 
had quietly emptied the site ahead 

of major renovations, sending out a 
call for local design professionals on 
March 7 to assist with an estimated 
$2 million project to improve the 
“current building standards for 
accessibility, safety, and energy 
efficiency.” The warehouse would 
become the base of operations for 
redesigns to Munger’s dorm.

On the morning of March 24, 
2016 — as the Regents gathered for 
a meeting at UC San Francisco — it 
was revealed that Munger would 
make a special announcement. 
Yang introduced Munger and 
touted his previous millions 
donated to UCSB. 

Then, before the board, Munger 
announced his solution to UCSB’s 
student housing obligations: two 
six-story beachside dormitories 
packed so densely that not every 
student bedroom would have a real 
window. At this point, plans for the 
structure were still at the Channel 
Islands 5 residence halls and not at 
the facilities management site. 

Munger initially committed 
$200 million to the project — a 
fraction of the at least $1.4 billion 
construction cost. More funds 
would be allotted, he said, should 
the price tag rise past initial 
estimates. The commitment did 
not constitute a firm donation, 
contrary to other reporting at 
the time. The Nexus later found 
that the actual amount, as well as 
overall source of funding, has yet 
to be settled upon.

UCSB stayed quiet about the 
project after Munger’s initial 
announcement, with no further 
declarations on the project or its 
progress. An acknowledgment of 
the project’s existence wouldn’t 
appear on university budget 

documents until 2019.
As abruptly as it was announced 

to the Regents, the project faded 
into the background, and plans to 
construct the massive beachside 
dormitories were ultimately 
scrapped. Reyes declined to say 
what led to the original dorm’s 
dismissal.

The mock-up
Though the initial dorm design 

at the Channel Islands 5 residence 
halls site had been discarded, 
Munger and UCSB’s plans were 
undeterred. Plans for the dormitory 
were overhauled, and the project’s 
location shifted to the Facilities 
Management complex.

The pair made use of the newly 
renovated warehouse on 389 S. Los 
Carneros Rd. — initially purchased 
to allow for the construction of 
Mesa Verde — and ultimately used 
the space to plan its replacement.

There, in response to the 
feedback to their original design, 
the university began construction 
on full-scale hallways, bedrooms 
and other spaces planned for a 
future dormitory. Operations 
related to the dormitory’s design 
have been entirely funded by 
Munger, according to Reyes, 
who said Munger’s cumulative 
donations to the campus have 
topped $125 million.

In the years that followed, 
Munger stayed firm in his 
preference for individual rooms at 
the expense of real windows. 

“The minute I saw that, I realized 
that was the correct solution. And 
everything I thought before is 
massively stupid,” he told the Wall 
Street Journal in a 2019 interview. 

Plans for artif icial windows 
and fresh, filtered air in student 

bedrooms have been featured in 
the design throughout the entire 
project, Reyes said in her statement.

“The LED panels (‘artificial 
windows’) and providing 100 
percent fresh outside filtered air 
for internal bedrooms have always 
been a part of the design. The 
architects have been keeping 
Mr. Munger updated on project 
developments as the review and 
design process continues,” Reyes 
said.

Munger and the university 
employed the Santa Monica-based 
architecture firm Van Tilburg, 
Banvard & Soderbergh to work on 
the design. 

By 2019, the project was set to be 
built at the Facilities Management 
complex, usurping the spot from 
the now scrapped Mesa Verde 
apartments. The change was 
referenced in the 2019 UC Capital 
Financial Plan, along with a “TBD” 
price tag and the expectation that 
the project would provide around 
4,000 new student beds, sorely 
needed at the time.

In the years the pair worked 
to redevelop their new campus 
residence, the housing situation 
in Isla Vista steadily worsened as 
rent rose and admissions outpaced 
new bedspaces — culminating in 
2021 with a student housing crisis 
brought on by the pandemic. UCSB 
resorted to situating hundreds 
of students in hotels while they 
struggled to f ind permanent 
housing.

Despite the end to the hotel 
program as the crisis somewhat 
abated, the housing guarantees 
relied upon pre-pandemic have 
been put on a permanent hiatus, 
and a wave of students were denied 

spots in campus residences this 
academic year.

Reyes said all students on the 
university housing waitlist were 
eventually granted spots, though 
many others had sought out 
housing in and around Isla Vista.

By 2021, full-sized hallways, 
corridors, a kitchen, bedroom and 
common area were constructed 
inside the warehouse mock-up, 
largely in line with the university’s 
final design. Tours of the mock-up 
began over the summer of 2022 for 
community members.

“We have been running tours 
of the model House, and we hope 
everyone who can do so will 
take the opportunity for a walk-
through and share their thoughts, 
suggestions, and comments,” Yang 
said in an Oct. 30 statement to the 
Nexus.

Santa Barbara County 3rd 
District Supervisor and President 
Joan Hartmann — who represented 
the university and Isla Vista for years 
until redistricting shifted them out 
of her district in 2022 — was only 
recently officially informed about 
the existence of the mock-up, 
unaware that the university had, 
for years, hosted invite-only tours, 
according to Hartmann’s District 
Representative Gina Fischer.

“We learned that there 
was perhaps some type of 
demonstration model housed off 
Los Carneros sometime around the 
public EIR Scoping Zoom meeting 
in July 2021. We did not know that 
UCSB was offering invitation-only 
tours for years nor that it was 
actually a full-scale replica until 
around July 2021,” Fischer said in a 
statement to the Nexus.
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The Isla Vista Recreation & Park 
District hosted a free three-day 
celebration of Halloween from 
Oct. 29-31, featuring the return of 
its Haunted Pumpkin Patch along 
with a slate of various activities and 
community events. 

Stretching from Pardall Road to 
Seville Road, the event closed down 
segments of the loop in downtown 
Isla Vista and brightened Anisq’Oyo 
Park with colorful lighting displays, 
an immersive theatrical experience 

with costumed haunting 
performers and film screenings.

The Halloween festival offered 
two nights of silent disco, a costume 
contest, a live “Thriller” f lash mob 
performance by World Dance for 
Humanity and Día de los Muertos 
altars.

“The District was thrilled 
when we learned that its 50th 
anniversary would coincide with 
Halloween because it gave us an 
opportunity to shape traditional 
elements of Halloween into a more 
cross-cultural experience that 
celebrates the diverse history of 

Isla Vista,” Isla Vista Recreation 
& Park District (IVRPD) General 
Manager Kimberly Kiefer said in a 
press release.

In celebration of IVRPD’s 50th 
anniversary, the district also 
hosted a cake-cutting ceremony 
outside the district office on Oct. 
31, bringing together community 
leaders from past and present to 
recognize the work and history of 
the district.

 IVRPD collaborated with 
Lucidity Festival to produce the 
event, which drew crowds of both 
college students and families.

 “I really like how it’s not just 
focused on the classic college stuff, 
and it takes me back to when 
I was younger,” said second-year 
environmental studies major Erica 
Kinsel.

 This year’s Haunted Pumpkin 
Patch featured carnival games, a 
ferris wheel, themed booths with 
actors and various Halloween 
displays. 

“[My friends and I] really enjoyed 
doing the Hop the Loop and candy 
collecting,” said fifth-year zoology 
major Vari Keasey. 

A Halloween Passport handed 

out to attendees at the entrance 
contained a checklist of booths 
to visit, all illustrating a fictional 
storyline themed around protecting 
Isla Vista’s parks.

Some booths featured characters 
like Louie D’Ville, keen on 
destroying the parks, and his 
minion Chuck Bunger, a land 
developer. Additional characters 
included DeeKay, the anti-littering 
rat, an undead bellhop by the photo 
booth and the Pumpkin Queen, 
who presided over the event’s 
pumpkin patch. 

 Lucidity Marketing Director 

and Co-Founder Jonah Gabriel 
Haas said the festival company 
aimed to produce creative and 
inclusive event programming with 
this year’s event.

 “Lucidity simply loves working 
with the IVRPD and appreciate 
the way they show up as humble 
guardians of open spaces for the 
benefit of all Isla Vista community 
members. We endeavor to support 
them in their good work by 
producing, inclusive, participatory, 
artful experiences for people to 
play, grow, and dream together,” 
Gabriel said in the press release.

IVRPD hosts 2022 ‘Haunted Pumpkin Patch’ festival

IVRPD held its 50th Anniversary Haunted Pumpkin Patch at Anisq’Oyo’ Park, complete with cobweb decor, fog 
machines, eerie lights and character actors.
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MUNGER  HALL, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

congestion when events occur on 
campus and in Santa Barbara, 
impeding emergency response to 
the dormitory. 
 If a significant fire involving 
even a quarter of the building 
were to occur, it would require 
a response from every fire truck 
in the Santa Barbara south coast, 
according to Hazard.
 “It would completely tie up 
the entire county. All of the fire 
agencies in the county would be, 
in some manner, impacted,” he 
said.
 The dorm would rely almost 
entirely on its internal f ire 
suppression systems to prevent a 
catastrophic fire.
 “It’s so far outside anything 
that we’ve ever seen before 
… essentially an almost 100%   
reliance on the interior f ire 
engineering systems of the 
building to prevent a catastrophic 
fire,” Hazard said.
 The letter demanded UCSB 
to address county off icials’ 
safety concerns, given that any 
shortcomings related to safety 
would present a burden to the 
county.
 “In the event of a singular 
medical emergency or a large-
scale event, compensating for 
the public health and safety 
shortcomings of this facility, 
as currently proposed, will fall 
squarely on the shoulders of Santa 
Barbara County Fire, Sheriff and 
Emergency Medical Services,” the 
letter read. “Their concerns must 
be heeded and addressed in order 
to protect the health and safety 
of the first responders and those 
they are sworn to protect.”
 UCSB Media Relations 
Manager Kiki Reyes said the 
university worked with various 
public groups to address these 

concerns of county officials.
 “The project team has been 
hosting tours and meeting with 
many public entities to share 
accurate information about the 
planned project design, including 
safety modeling and to listen and 
respond to concerns that have 
been raised, many of them based 
on inaccurate information about 
the project,” Reyes said in a 
statement.
 The supervisors wrote 
in the unsent letter that their 
concerns about the project 
were derived from the project’s 
announcement in the form of a 
Notice of Preparation letter and 
presentation, which provided 
an overview of the project, and 
that the project should not be 
constructed as outlined in the 
announcement.
 “Housing must be built today 
that cannot compromise students’ 
wellbeing,” the letter concluded. 
“We urge the University to return 
to the vision of the 2010 LRDP 
and supporting EIR, and establish 
an immediate path forward that 
delivers the envisioned housing 
plan with urgency and puts an 
immediate stop to the proposed 
project.”
 County staff sat in on the 
presentation and were surprised 
by the proposed physical scale of 
the project, Hartmann’s District 
Representative Gina Fischer said 
in a statement to the Nexus.
 “Staff was quite surprised about 
the proposed size, particularly 
the height of the project, and 
the confirmation that individual 
bedrooms would not have access 
to natural light,” she said. “We 
greatly look forward to UCSB, a 
crown jewel of the Central Coast, 
fulfilling its desperately needed 
housing obligations.”

Continued from p.3
MUNGER HALL

Attendees lined up on a section of Embarcadero del Mar closed to traffic to ride the ferris 
wheel.

The announcement and 
backlash

In July 2021, the culmination of 
UCSB and Munger’s half-decade 
of work was announced. 

Introduced as ‘Absolutely 
Stunning’ in a July 27 issue of 
The Current, the announcement 
detailed the university’s updated 
design, which had officially been 
dubbed Munger Hall. 

What was once two towers had 
been consolidated into a single 
11-story structure with nine f loors, 
dedicated to 4,536 individual 
student bedrooms. 

“The design of the project, as 
well as how it will be built, can 
be credited to Munger’s own 
sweeping and inspired vision 
for the university’s new student 
housing,” the announcement read.

A project scoping hearing — a 
short PowerPoint presentation — 
came the following day, presenting 
an overview of the project. Eight 
students, each with individual 
bedrooms, would share a suite 
that would branch into a hall 
of eight suites which all share a 
vast kitchen area and great room. 
Living in a bedroom twice the size 
of their counterparts, a residential 
advisor would oversee the 62 other 

students in their area. That pattern 
repeats eight times per f loor, each 
holding 504 students.

It stood to be the largest student 
dormitory and eighth-densest 
neighborhood in the world if 
constructed, according to one of 
the project’s former architectural 
consultants.

UCSB presented a number of 
goals for building preparations, 
seeking to approve its 
Environmental Impact Report by 
February 2022. Further approvals 
including by the California Coastal 
Commission by March had to 
be achieved before relocation of 
Facilities Management and Munger 
Hall construction could begin in 
April. None of the deadlines were 
met, and each of those events have 
still yet to occur.

At the end of the presentation, 
community members voiced a 
slew of concerns, largely related 
to the density of the project and a 
lack of physical windows.

Munger’s updated dorm faced 
a degree of skepticism from the 
outset. Two petitions demanding 
Munger Hall be rejected totaled 
over 18,000 signatures cumulatively.

National backlash against the 
project followed the decision of 

Dennis McFadden to resign in 
protest of Munger Hall after serving 
for 15 years on UCSB’s design 
review committee. McFadden 
served as an architectural 
consultant on the project until his 
resignation on Oct. 25, 2021.

Until that point, coverage of the 
project had been limited to various 
local outlets. The resignation 
brought the project national 
attention, covered by CNN, The 
New York Times, The Washington 
Post and others.

A week later, on the morning 
of Nov. 5, 2021, hundreds of 
students assembled on the library 
steps, making signs and preparing 
speeches in a unified show of 
protest. The event also coincided 
with Parents’ Weekend and led to 
chants of “Don’t send your kids 
here,” as marchers made their way 
across campus. 

Following the mass of feedback 
and national attention, Yang 
created a Munger Hall Independent 
Review Panel, charged by the 
academic Senate, to glean public 
input and make a recommendation. 
The panel is said to be reaching a 
final recommendation after several 
months of work.

The university recently revealed 

that two f loors had been cut from 
the project, brought on partly by 
community input on the project’s 
scale and density — now nine stories 
and 3,500 beds, the minimum to 
fulfill its LRDP requirements.

Santa Barbara County and the 
City of Goleta have both filed suits 
against the university for allegedly 
violating its housing requirements 
under the LRDP.

The Munger Hall project 
presently has no construction 
timeline and unclear funding. The 
project must get the approval of 
the UC Regents and California 
Coastal Commission before 
construction can begin.

Opportunity for public 
comment will arrive after the 
project’s Environmental Impact 
Report is released, expected to 
occur sometime in the near future. 
The university is continuing to 
gather community input about the 
process, according to Yang.

“We are still in the process of 
gathering input from our students, 
faculty, and staff regarding the 
proposed Munger Hall project,” 
Yang said in his statement. “The 
project team continues to seek 
input from our community on the 
building’s current design.”

Aastha Kashyap 
Staff Writer

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 

S.U.N.
Continued from p.1

that the university provide 
documentation turnover related to 
housing related projects at S.U.N.’s 
request, according to the letter.
 “SUN’s PRA followed our 
unsuccessful multi-year effort 
to obtain many of the same 
documents, which UCSB is 
contractually bound to provide to 
SUN under the Final 2010 LRDP 
Cooperative Agreement between 

the University of California 
Santa Barbara and Sustainable 
University Now,” the letter said.
 S.U.N. also accused UCSB 
of violating its agreement with 
the university by not adequately 
addressing the issue of student 
housing, but didn’t have the 
financial capacity to fight the 
university in court over the 
issue, according to Flacks. The 

document lawsuit — which will be 
filed in the coming weeks — is a 
cheaper lawsuit to undertake, he 
said.
 UCSB media relations manager 
Kiki Reyes denied that the 
university had violated any aspects 
of its agreement with S.U.N.
 “UC Santa Barbara has 
complied with all provisions of 
the SUN Agreement related to 

student housing,” Reyes said in 
a statement to the Nexus. “The 
University has responded to SUN 
over the past many years on 
these issues and has continued 
to provide SUN with various 
document requests.”
 The County of Santa Barbara 
and City of Goleta have both filed 
suits against the university over 
alleged violations of the LRDP.

Tombstone decor and fog machines created a spooky 
atmosphere within the park.

The pumpkin patch constructed within Anisq’Oyo’ Park is the 
final destination for all visitors.



Isla Vista Recreation & Park 
District held a ceremony on Oct. 
31 at 961 Embarcadero del Mar 
to celebrate the founding of its 
district 50 years ago in 1972 on 
Halloween.

The Isla Vista Recreation & 
Park District (IVRPD) oversees 
58 acres of parkland within their 
jurisdiction, including 25 parks 
and open spaces, and organizes 
community programming and 
recreation.

Community members across 
generations gathered to celebrate 
the history of IVRPD, with current 
and former board members, local 
elected officials and UC Santa 
Barbara staff in attendance.

Congressman Salud Carbajal 

characterized the ceremony as a 
reflection of the district’s goals of 
inclusivity and diversity.

“If you look around, it’s 
intergenerational. It’s diverse, 
and the event itself is one that 
captures the essence of what 
the district has always sought 
to achieve,” Carbajal said in an 
interview with the Nexus. “Being 
inclusive, making sure that they’re 
providing safe spaces, safe events 
for everyone to come together and 
celebrate and be one community.”

The reception featured cupcakes 
and light refreshments, live guitar 
music, souvenir button pins, and a 
speaker lineup including Carbajal, 
Santa Barbara County Supervisor 
Gregg Hart, IVRPD General 
Manager Kimberly Kiefer and 
IVRPD Chair Pegeen Soutar.

IVRPD District Clerk Nicholas 
Norman introduced Carbajal, 
who provided the first remarks.

“Coming out here made me 
reflect on when I was a Gaucho 
and a student here,” Carbajal, a 
UCSB alumnus, said in his speech. 
“I’m very familiar with the work 
that the Isla Vista Rec & Parks 
District has done over the years 
to promote our parks and open 
spaces, gardens, activities, and 
recreation in general.” 

At the conclusion of his speech, 
Carbajal presented a certificate of 
special congressional recognition 
to Kiefer and Soutar in honor of 
the district’s 50th anniversary and 
for its “outstanding and invaluable 
service to the community.”

Hart, representing the second 
district including Isla Vista, 
expressed his awe at the road 
that IVRPD has traversed since its 
early founding days.

“It’s really amazing to think 
that 50 years ago tonight, activists 
were knocking on doors, turning 
out the vote to create the Isla 
Vista Rec and Park District,” 
Hart said, addressing the crowd. 
“Let’s all celebrate another 50 
years, and incredible creativity 
and energy and things we can’t 
even imagine that are going to be 
created in the next generation of           
leadership.”

Soutar highlighted the district’s 
work, such as the preservation of 
the vernal pools, maintaining open 
spaces and hosting community 
events, and festivals and concerts 
in Isla Vista’s downtown “pocket” 
parks.

“So few people have a space 
that they can go and relax in 
and be in nature and be with 
the wildlife, and those pocket 
parks are absolutely crucial to the 
people that live here,” Soutar said.

Soutar continued by thanking 
everyone for contributing to the 
district’s mission, recognizing the 
efforts of past leaders, current 
staff and other I.V. community 
members in attendance of the 
ceremony.

“I really would like to thank the 
people 50 years ago who had this 
vision, that understood that in 
a town like this, you need these 
green spaces, you need these open 
spaces,” Soutar continued. “Many 
thanks to our amazing staff and 
everybody else. I’m humbled.”

Kiefer emphasized the 
importance of open space 
preservation and urged for the 
community to continually support 
the district’s environmental 
initiatives.

“As we embark into the next 50 
years, I ask you to look around 
and acknowledge all that you do 
to support green spaces, our last 
undeveloped frontier that preserves 
habitat for our existence,” Kiefer 
said. “I ask that you continue 
to seek environmental justice in 
your work, in your conversations, 
and remember those that deserve 
public programs and spaces.”

She concluded by recognizing 
the shared efforts of her staff, the 
I.V. Community Services District 
and other partner organizations to 
uphold the district’s vision.

“I am honored to be at the helm 
of this organization during such a 
monumental shift for I.V. To this, 
I thank my team, in which I am 
nothing without … and to my 
colleagues who continue to raise 

awareness about the importance 
of this community, and to our 
partner organizations who 
elevate our vision,” Kiefer said. 
“And lastly, I thank our board of 
directors who listen and share our 
values for this district.”

Carbajal recognized the 
significant work of Carmen 
Lodise, who has been a local 
activist in I.V. for over 40 years.

“I just want to recognize Carmen 
Lodise. Not enough has been said 
about his contribution to Isla Vista 
and the I.V. Rec & Park District,” 
Carbajal said. “He’s a great friend, 
and he’s been a great leader, and 
I think we would do a disservice 
to not recognize his extraordinary 
contributions to the community.”

Lodise was involved in the 
early establishment of IVRPD and 
served on its board of directors 
from 1976-80.

“I voted in that election to 
establish the Park District. It was 
maybe my first vote in Isla Vista, 
because I had just come to town 
earlier that same 1972,” Lodise 
said at the ceremony via Zoom 
meeting. “So the park district has 
always been at the center of my 
heart.”

David Fortson, former IVRPD 
board director who served from 
1986-89, recalled the work he 
completed in office to renew 
the district’s bond and double 
the amount of park space for  
residents. 

“We lowered the overall taxes, 
doubled the park size and we’re 
a bunch of long haired hippie 
progressives, showing people how 
to get the best of both worlds,” 
Forston said in his speech.

Forston relayed a message of 
civic duty to the students living in 
Isla Vista, encouraging them to be 
involved in local politics.

“I just want to give a big shout 
out to all the district directors 
since then, and particularly 
the student population who’s 
represented both the districts 
as an [IVRPD] director, but 
also been participating in third 
district supervisorial races and 
congressional races,” Forston said. 
“You’re an important voice that 
we need to keep strong.”

Jeff Walsh, IVRPD director 
from 1979-84, described the 
changing landscape of Isla Vista, 
with many of the open spaces 
once owned by the district having 
since undergone development.

“When I first moved to Isla 
Vista, there were a lot of vacant 
lots that were owned by the 
district and they had these little 
homemade wooden signs with 
rainbow hearts that said,  ‘This 
land belongs to the people of 
Isla Vista,’” Walsh said. “A lot 
of the parks got developed but I 
was thrilled when Congressman 
Carbajal read the certificate that 
mentioned open space because 
that was really the genesis of the 
district.”

IVRPD Director Ash Valenti 
reflected on how their work 
through the district has reinforced 
their passion for environmental 
restoration and their appreciation 
of the I.V. community.

“My favorite moments have 
been when we’ve done native 
plantings and ecological 
restoration work and community 
food forests, and just seeing all the 
magic that happens in the parks 
when people come together,” 
Valenti said. “Not everybody has 
so much open space, and we’re 
really lucky.”

Henry Sarria, a longtime 
resident of Isla Vista and husband 
of IVRPD Director Kim DuFore, 
addressed the attendees, sharing 
his love of Isla Vista.

“I don’t regret one moment 
of my 35-year tenure living in 
this community. I don’t call it a 
town. I don’t call it a city. I call 
it a community be cause that’s 
what it is, and seeing everybody 
here together enjoying this 
50th anniversary of a wonderful 
organization that has done a lot 
for the community. It’s humbling. 
It is heartwarming. It’s almost 
emotional,” Sarria said. “I love our 
community, I hope you do too.”
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El Día de los Muertos es una 
celebración que reúne a las 
comunidades y celebra las vidas 
de nuestros seres queridos que 
han pasado al otro mundo. Es una 
celebración con casi 3000 años de 
historia. 

La tradición se conoce, pero 
te has preguntado ¿por qué se 
celebra de esta manera? o ¿de qué 
se trata, en verdad? 

Mientras que en los Estados 
Unidos se celebra Halloween el 
31 de octubre, en países como 
México y algunos en América 
Central se celebra el Día de los 
Muertos él 1º y 2º de noviembre.

Originó en Mesoamérica 
antiguo, donde grupos indígenas 
como Aztecas, Mayas y Toltecas 
conmemoraron las vidas de los 
que han perdido y los meses en 
que lo celebraron fue determinado 
por si el difunto era un adulto o 
un niño(a). 

Después de la llegada de los 
españoles, esta celebración fue 
incorporada con la celebración 
español, Día de los Santos. Él 1º 
de noviembre es la celebración 
para los pequeños fallecidos y el 
2º para los adultos. Aunque lleve 
el nombre Día de los Muertos, 
se celebra la vida de los que han 
fallecido. Piensan que la vida es 
un ciclo, no una línea recta y lo 
comparan con la vida agricultural 
ya que de la cosecha crece de la 
que se acaba de morir. 

Esta celebración recalca la vida 
que llevaron y permite el regreso 
de sus almas por esos dos días. 
Durante estos días, se celebra con 
música, comida y familia mientras 
la barrera entre el mundo de los 
espíritus y los vivos se disuelve. 

Los aspectos más importantes 
de la celebración son realmente 
únicos. Los colores cálidos 
aseguran un sentimiento acogedor 
y las decoraciones enfatizan la 
belleza de la cultura. Hacen un 

camino de  cempasúchiles – 
unas f lores de color brillante y 
aroma suave para asegurar que 
nuestros seres quieridos fallecidos 
nos encuentren con facilidad. 
Cempasúchiles son las f lores 
destacadas de esta celebración 
porque según la leyenda Azteca, 
había una pareja enamorados 
desde su juventud — Huitzilin y 
Xóchitl. Desafortunadamente, 
Huitzilin tuvo que pelear en la 
guerra, la cual terminó con su 
vida.  

Agonizada, Xóchitl le rogó a 
Tonatiuh, el dios del sol, a dejarla 
regresar con su amor perdido. 
Para juntarlos de nuevo, Tonatiuh 
la convirtió en una f lor bella 
que no f loreció hasta que se le 
acercó un colibrí. Fue entonces 
cuando se dieron cuenta que 
Huitzilin regresó a ella en forma 
de ese colibrí y es así porque la 
f lor es símbolo del Día de los 
muertos.  

La  leyenda promete 
que mientras que vivan las 
cempasúchiles y haya colibrí 
en los campos, el amor entre 
Huitzilin y Xóchitl será eterno. 
Les damos la bienvenida a 
nuestros fallecidos con su comida 
favorita y les dejamos ofrendas en 
sus altares o sus pie de sepultura. 

Durante este tiempo no 
hay nada espantoso de ir a un 
cementerio ya que la comunidad 
entera está allí celebrando al 
igual.Lo primordial es el altar 
para nuestros seres queridos – la 
ofrenda.

 Se juntan fotos y cosas de los 
fallecidos e incluso se agrega pan 
y se pone encima de una mesa 
y algunas cajas para crear una 
plataforma elevada. La elevación 
signif ica la separación de los 
cielos y también permite más 
espacio en la superficie de la mesa 
para colocar tus decoraciones y 
ofrendas.

La mesa se cubre con un mantel 
de colores tradicionales y papel 
picado naranja o morado con 
imágenes de catrinas y calaveras 

alrededor de los bordes.
 Se coloca una taza de agua 

para calmar la sed después del 
viaje de nuestros fallecidos. 

Le añadimos velas a la ofrenda 
para representar las almas de 
los fallecidos y sirve para que 
se orienten. También se pone 
incienso para evitar que los malos 
espíritus lleguen a tu ofrenda.

En combinación, se cree un 
demostración de los cuatro 
elementos: la tierra: el pan, el 
viento: el papel picado, la agua: 
la taza de agua y el fuego: las 
velas. También hay muchos 
símbolos como mariposas, f lores 
y calaveras de azúcar. Estas 
calaveras como la celebración en 
sí, es una celebración de vida y no 
algo macabro.  

No hay solamente una manera 
de celebrar, ya que una comunidad 
al sureste de México lo celebra un 
poco diferente.

A los 3 años de muerte, en una 
comunidad al sureste de México, 
la gente Pomuch extraen los 
huesos de sus fallecidos de los 
nichos y los limpian con cuidado. 
Se limpia en orden de los huesos 
más pequeños a los más grandes, 
colocando al último, el cráneo 
en la parte superior de una caja 
decorada con un mantel que sirve 
como “ropa” la cual se cambia 
anualmente.Mientras lo limpian 
con delicadez, hablan de ellos con 
la familia quienes están presentes 
en el ritual.

 El que realiza el rito, típicamente 
es alguien de la tercera edad pero 
en el caso de que el fallecido tuvo 
muchos hijos, es habitual que 
lo realicen aquellos con los que 
los padres pasaron sus últimos 
días. Esto es un acto amoroso 
y asegura que su amor se siente 
generación tras generación. 

El Día de los Muertos toma un 
tema doloroso y lo convierte en 
algo reconfortante. La muerte no 
tiene que ser un final definitivo 
sino, el principio a la siguiente 
parte de nuestra existencia. Cómo 
siempre, nunca estaremos solos.

 Ya llegó el Día de los Muertos 
y a lo mejor se están secando sus 
f lores de cempasúchil. Pero no se 
preocupen, tenemos un tutorial 
de como hacer unas f lores para 
que les dure todo el año.
 Las cosas que vas a necesi-
tar son: Hojas de papel delgada, 
tijeras y finalmente  hilo.
 Lo primero que vas hacer es 
juntar, por lo menos, cuatro ped-
azos cuadrados  de papel del-
gado. En este tutorial los pedazos 
miden 4 por 4 pulgadas. Si no 
tienen para medir, no se preocu-
pen. Es más o menos la medida 
de un Post-it Note. Mientras más 
hojas se usan, más grande y volu-
minosa saldrá la f lor.
 Luego dobla un pedacito por 
un lado y el siguiente pedacito 
por el otro lado – la meta es que 
se parezca a un acordeón. 
 Después vas a juntar el 
acordeón y amarralo con un ped-
azo de hilo en el centro.

Ahora con el papel amarrado y 
doblado, vas a agarrar tus  tijeras 
y vas a cortar las puntas del papel 
en forma de medio círculo. No se 
preocupe por el tamaño del hilo 
porque se va esconder entre los 
pétalos.
 A continuación,vas a separar 
las dos mitades para que se vea 
como un abanico en ambos lados.
 Este es el paso donde tienes 
que tener mucha paciencia. Hay 

que confiar en el proceso. Al final 
vas a levantar cada hoja de papel 
hacia arriba pero con mucho cui-
dado, la meta es jalar los lados 
para que se vea como un cuenco.
 ¡Y listo! Lo bueno es que 
puedes hacer estas f lores de cual-
quier tamaño, las instrucciones 
son iguales de cualquier dimen-
sión.
 Esperemos que hayan tenido 
un bonito Día de Muertos.
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“Amor eterno” de La Santa 
Cecilia
 La canción fue 
escrita originalmente 
por Juan Gabriel 
como una oración de 
amor para su madre, 
quien murió cuando 
él tenía 20 años. En 
ese momento, el 
cantante sola-
mente estaba 
comenzando su 
carrera como 
músico. La letra 
abraza la idea de 
que el amor sobre-
vive a la muerte. 
La versión de La Santa 
Cecilia le da una voz hermosa a 
esta canción sensible.
“El Cascabel” de Lorenzo 
Barcelata
 Una canción tradicional 
mexicana que data del siglo 
XVIII “El Cascabel” tiene un 
doble significado. El título de 
la canción se traduce a “la cam-
pana”, donde se describe una cinta 
morada que está atada a una cam-

pana. La otra traducción del título 
es “la sonaja.” En este caso, la can-
ción es sobre un encantador de 
serpientes que tiene una serpiente 
como mascota llamada Cascabel. 
El encantador de serpientes trata 
de esconder su serpiente de los 

funcionarios del gobierno 
porque han prohibido a 

los encantadores de las 
serpientes trabajar 

en público.
“Recuérdame” 

de Carlos 
Rivera

Esta canción de Carlos Rivera se 
usa en la famosa película llamada 

Coco. La canción se usa durante 
un momento nostálgico en el que 
la abuelita, Coco, retrocede en 
el tiempo y Miguel reúne a su 
bisabuela con la memoria de su 
padre. La canción se usa para vin-
cular a varias generaciones con el 
amor compartido por la música.
“Rie y llora” de Celia Cruz
 Según Celia Cruz, la canción 
trata sobre reír y llorar, a vivir la 
vida al máximo y disfrutar cada 

momento de ella. La 
canción puede con-

siderarse un llamado a 
gozar de la vida y a compren-

der que el perdón no es olvido, 
sino la posibilidad de recordar sin 
dolor. Esta fue la última canción 
que grabó Cruz antes de fallecer 
luego de un tumor cerebral.
“La Sandunga” de Máximo 
Ramó Ortiz
 La palabra “sandunga” es una 
palabra rara en el idioma espa-
ñol que se puede traducir como 
elegancia, atractivo, ingenio o cel-
ebración. La canción describe a 
una zapoteca que lamentaba la 
muerte de su madre mientras 

gritaba, “¡sandunga!”. La letra fue 
escrita por Máximo Ramó Ortiz 
después de la muerte de su madre.
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 La canción fue 
escrita originalmente 
por Juan Gabriel 
como una oración de 
amor para su madre, 
quien murió cuando 
él tenía 20 años. En 
ese momento, el 
cantante sola-
mente estaba 
comenzando su 
carrera como 
músico. La letra 
abraza la idea de 
que el amor sobre-
vive a la muerte. 
La versión de La Santa 
Cecilia le da una voz hermosa a 
esta canción sensible.
“El Cascabel” de Lorenzo 

 Una canción tradicional 
mexicana que data del siglo 
XVIII “El Cascabel” tiene un 
doble significado. El título de 

como mascota llamada Cascabel. 
El encantador de serpientes trata 
de esconder su serpiente de los 

funcionarios del gobierno 
porque han prohibido a 

los encantadores de las 
serpientes trabajar 

en público.
“Recuérdame” 

de Carlos 
Rivera

bisabuela con la memoria de su 
padre. La canción se usa para vin-
cular a varias generaciones con el 
amor compartido por la música.
“Rie y llora” de Celia Cruz
 Según Celia Cruz, la canción 
trata sobre reír y llorar, a vivir la 
vida al máximo y disfrutar cada 

momento de ella. La 
canción puede con-

siderarse un llamado a 
gozar de la vida y a compren-

der que el perdón no es olvido, 
sino la posibilidad de recordar sin 
dolor. Esta fue la última canción 
que grabó Cruz antes de fallecer 
luego de un tumor cerebral.
“La Sandunga” de Máximo 
Ramó Ortiz
 La palabra “sandunga” es una 
palabra rara en el idioma espa-
ñol que se puede traducir como 
elegancia, atractivo, ingenio o cel-
ebración. La canción describe a 
una zapoteca que lamentaba la 
muerte de su madre mientras 
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El programa de EOP en UCSB celebra el Día de los Muertos con una ofrenda en el edificio SRB. 
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SPORTS
Tuesday’s NFL trade deadline 

was a busy one this year as 
multiple contending teams made 
moves to gain an advantage over 
their rivals. Trades like Christian 

McCaffrey to the 49ers can 
change the NFL landscape.

Armchair QB
With a loss and a tie in their final two 

games, the UCSB men’s soccer team dropped 
to No. 2 in the Big West standing. The 

Gauchos now will not be guaranteed home 
field advantage throughout the Big West 

Tournament.

UCSB Athletics
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A lot of weirdness has unfolded 
this NFL season. In this article, 
I outline four current NFL 
trends and decide if they are 
overreactions or reactions for the 
rest of the season. 

1. The Seattle Seahawks will 
maintain their winning record 
and win the NFC West. 

It is undeniable that Seattle 
has exceeded any expectations 
of them this season. Their 
quarterback, Geno Smith, who 
was utterly written off, has not 
“wrote back”  — a quote Smith 
used following their Week 1 
underdog win against the Denver 
Broncos. Smith ranks No. 5 in 
yards per attempt, No. 3 in  passer 
rating and No. 4 in quarterback 
rating (QBR). And, Smith has 
been a top-five QB this season 
— there’s no doubt about it. 
However, despite Smith’s heroics, 
the team’s f irst-place standing 
will not continue. For one, their 
schedule gets very diff icult. Five 
of their last six games go against 
teams with a .500 record or 
better, including the Kansas City 
Chiefs, 49ers and Rams twice. 
They are also scheduled to play 
the  Buccaneers and the always-
tough Las Vegas Raiders. 

OVERREACTION. 

2. Matt Ryan deserved to be 
benched and should not return 
this season. 

Indianapolis Colts quarterback 

Matt Ryan ranks in the bottom 
12 in QBR, passer rating and 
yards per attempt. He also leads 
the league in sacks taken and 
interceptions. He’s been horrible. 
The 37-year-old former MVP 
looks like a shell of his former 
self. His inability to move the 
football downfield has suffocated 
the Colts’ offense. It is time 
for a change. Colts owner Jim 
Irsay made this decision almost 
unilaterally — a very rare and 
somewhat unprecedented move 
in the modern NFL. Ryan’s 
tenure as a starting NFL QB is 
over. 

REACTION. 

3. The Philadelphia Eagles are 
the best team in the NFL. 

No one has been more 
impressive through the f irst 
seven weeks of the season than 
Philadelphia Eagles’ QB Jalen 
Hurts. His 7-0 Eagles have 
cemented him at the front of the 
early MVP conversation. Hurts 
has improved every season in 
the NFL; his passer rating is up 
20 points, his QBR has increased 
by 26 points, his sack percentage 
has lowered and his yards per 
attempt have increased. Hurts 
has been a force in both rushing 
and passing the football. 

What has stood out the most 
about the Eagles is how resilient 
they have been. Following 
an early 14-0 deficit at home  
against the Jacksonville Jaguars, 
the Eagles battled their way 
back into the game and defeated 
Jacksonville 29-21. Since Week 

1, they have yet to allow more 
than 21 points in any of their              
last f ive games. With the addition 
of defensive end Robert Quinn 
coming over from the Chicago 
Bears in a trade, the Eagles’ 
defense is only getting better. 

REACTION.  

4. Tom Brady and Aaron 
Rodgers will f inish below .500 
and miss the playoffs. 

I will never bet against QBs 
Tom Brady or Aaron Rodgers. 
They have, by far, the best 
track records of anyone in the 
NFL. They are two of the three 
best QBs of the 21st century. 
However, both have gotten off  
to extremely shaky starts in 2022. 
Now at 3-5, the Buccaneers no 
longer sit atop the NFC South. 
Their schedule is not easy but 
neither is facing Brady. They will 
win the NFC South and reach 
the playoffs. 

Now, the case for the Packers 
is a lot harder to make. Their 
wide receiver core has been    
despicable throughout the last 
eight weeks. Dropping passes, 
running poorly, wrong routes 
and simple      mental mistakes 
have caused Rodgers to look 
average. They had a very arduous 
matchup last weekend in their 
loss against the Bills but, like 
we’ve seen before from Rodgers, 
you can never count him out. 
They can still win the NFC 
North but should sneak into the 
Wild Card at worst. 

OVERREACTION. 

NFL reactions and 
overreactions

Women’s soccer season 
ends with 2-1 loss 

Men’s soccer falls to No. 2 in Big West Conference
Jacob Davis
Staff Writer

  Dylan Harrison
  Staff Writer

 

The UC Santa Barbara 
Gauchos fell to No. 2 behind 
the UC Riverside Highlanders 
after they dropped points 
in the f inal two games of 
conference play. The team 
will still maintain the No. 
2 position in the Big West 
Tournament despite the 2-2 
tie to the UC Irvine Anteaters 
and the 4-1 loss to the 
Highlanders. The No. 2 spot 
assures a f irst round bye that 
will see the Gauchos directly 
through to the semif inals. 

The Oct. 26 match against 
the Anteaters was a makeup 
game that was postponed due 
to weather on Oct. 15. Junior 
midf ielder Finn Bal lard 
McBride added 2 more goals 
to his impressive season and 
moved into 4th all time scorer 
with 31 goals. Ballard McBride 
took the responsibility for the 
penalty earned by sophomore 
defender Pablo Figueroa and 
faked the Anteater goalkeeper 
with a stutter step. His brace 

came from a precise through 
ball from junior midf ielder 
Nemo Philipp which he 
shot across the face of goal 
into the left side of the net. 
McBride converted 2 of the 
team’s 4 shots on goal, but 
were limited to 11 overall 
compared to the Anteaters’ 
16. 

The defense was pounded 
by the Anteaters’ attack who 
had 10 shots on goal. Junior 
goalkeeper Leroy Zeller 
impressively made 8 saves, 
but ultimately let 2 through 
— one off a free kick and         
the other from a rebounded 
shot.

The team’s defensive woes 
continued into Saturday, 
Oct. 29, where they 
conceded more goals in one 
game than the rest of their 
conference games combined 
— amazingly, that total was 
only 4. The f irst 2 goals for 
the Highlanders mirrored the 
Anteaters’ in the game prior 
— a set piece and a rebounded 
shot — highlighting some 
weak points in the Gaucho 

defense that previously tied 
the school’s shutout record. 
Zeller has been impressive 
with his saves throughout 
the season, but when he is 
tasked with a dif f icult stop 
that can’t be trapped, the 
back line needs to be quicker 
in taking back possession and 
clearing the ball from danger. 

The of fensive was more 
lively in the match despite 
the result. The Gauchos 
outshot the Highlanders 
17-10 with 10 of them on goal 
but failed to convert any of 
them. The team encountered 
a similar issue in their 1-1 
draw with the Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo Mustangs. The 
recent struggle with f inishing 
has prevented the Gauchos 
from securing a win in the 
last 3 matches. 

The Gauchos have a week 
to f ix their troubles before 
their next match on Saturday, 
Nov. 5, at Harder Stadium. 
They will play the winner 
of the quarterf inal match on 
Nov. 2 between UC Irvine 
and Sacramento State.

   Alex Levin   
   Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s soccer team played 
their f inal game of the 2022 
season on Oct. 30, losing to 
California State University, 
Long Beach 2-1 in the Big 
West Quarterf inal game.

The two teams faced off 
one week earlier on Oct. 23, 
with the Gauchos winning and 
securing the No. 5 playoff seed. 
But in this matchup, the Elbees 
outplayed UCSB and ultimately 
came out on top. 

“We knew each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses 
pretty well. It was just a 
matter of who did it better, 
who attacked [the other team] 
better,” senior goalkeeper 
Evann Smith said.

Neither team scored in the 
f irst half, with both sides 
playing with elite physicality. 
Two minutes into the second 
half, however, CSU Long 
Beach senior forward Lena 
Silano scored a goal and put 
the Elbees up 1-0.

With eight minutes remaining 
in regulation, UCSB sophomore 
midfielder Lauren Helwig took 
advantage of a well-placed pass 

from sophomore defender and 
midf ielder O’Callaghan Liu 
and used her head to bounce 
the ball past the CSU Long 
Beach goalkeeper, scoring 
the Gauchos’ only goal of the 
game.

The game then went to 
overtime, and because of a rule 
change in collegiate soccer, 
teams now play two 10-minute 
halves in overtime, as opposed 
to the previous “golden goal” 
rule where the f irst team that 
scored won. This modif ication 
would have worked in the 
Gauchos’ favor, since Silano 
scored again for the Elbees in 
the f irst minute of the overtime 
period, but UCSB was not able 
to respond and gave CSU Long 
Beach their f irst victory of 
the Big West Championship 
tournament.

“At the end of the day, we 
just have to score and we have 
to keep goals out of the net,” 
Smith said. “Sadly, we couldn’t 
do that yesterday, but I do 
think that we put our whole 
entire heart onto the f ield and 
we left it all out there, so I can’t 
say anything negative about 
our performance.”

While UCSB will not advance 
to the Big West semif inal with 

the loss, qualifying for the 
tournament as the No. 5 seed 
in itself was a victory.

Before they won 3 games 
straight to end the season, 
UCSB’s conference win-loss-
tie record was 1-3-3. At that 
point in the season, making the 
playoffs seemed unlikely, but 
UCSB remained resilient and 
def ied the odds stacked against 
them. Players were grateful for 
the unexpected opportunity.

“We weren’t supposed to 
be here,” Smith said. “I was 
only guaranteed 11 games this 
season, and this was just a 
bonus game, and I’m just so 
grateful for the opportunity.”

Smith, as well as her senior 
teammates, have all played 
their last soccer game as 
Gauchos. However, despite 
losing several key players, the 
team will look to bounce back 
next year with a mix of both 
new and familiar faces.

“There’s a lot of strong 
individuals on the team, and 
I know that everybody wants 
to win,” Smith said. “So if 
they just keep on working 
at it and getting down the 
fundamentals, then I don’t see 
why they couldn’t win a Big 
West Championship next year.”

Nexus File Photo

UCSB sophomore defender Caden Vom Steeg looks to pass to a teammate down the field.

Gauchos use their heads to put a shot on goal. 

Nexus File Photo
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Delirium 2022: Isaiah Rashad and Binki 

electrify the Thunderdome

 On Oct. 29, the Associated 
Students Program Board 
hosted its annual Halloween 
weekend concert, Delirium, at 
the Thunderdome. Open only 
to UC Santa Barbara students, 
the concert was headlined by 
Top Dawg Entertainment rapper 
Isaish Rashad and indie-disco 
artist Binki. 

Set to begin at 8 p.m., concert-
goers were antsy for the concert 
to begin as many eagerly awaited 
for the headliners to perform. 
At around 9:15 p.m., Associated 
Students (A.S.) Program Board 
special events coordinator Wally 
Corngold arrived on stage. The 
crowd clamored for the show 
to start, and Corngold kicked 
off the concert by announcing 
genre-bending artist Binki. 

Binki stumbled onto the stage 
just as the synthy dance track 
beats of his song “Revolve” off his 
2021 EP “Motor Function” began 
playing. As the Pennsylvania 
artist repeated the chorus — 
“Cause you’re just like me” — 
the entire Thunderdome filled 
with the tune as the crowd 
quickly warmed up to his catchy 
combination of sounds.

After performing his f irst song, 

the artist asked if there were any 
drama students in the crowd. 
A lackluster cheer made him 
laugh, and he shared with the 
concert-goers that when he was 
in university, he studied theater. 

Binki fuses hip-hop, disco and 
indie pop into his music, which 
can be heard in the tracks he 
performed. Binki burst onto 
the music scene with his 2018 
hip-hop single “Marco.” Binki 
performed the funk-infused 
saccharine track, singing “I think 
I’m in love with you, girl / You 
just tell me what to do, yeah / I 
think I’m in love with you, girl / 
Nothing I won’t do for you.”

The artist jumped into his next 
track, “Sea Sick,” a catchy track 
that got the crowd singing along 
to the chorus, “You could be my 
sunshine even when it’s grey.” 
While some of the crowd hadn’t 
heard of Binki’s music — the artist 
has a handful of singles and one 
EP under his belt — his music got 
the crowd grooving. 

Binki seemed incredibly 
comfortable on the stage, 
constantly roaming across 
and even joking that the 
“Thunderdome” sounded like a 
name for a WWE arena. 

Then, Binki went to his DJ 
to grab a guitar, and began 
strumming the chords to The 
Cranberries’ 1993 song “Linger.” 
As Binki started singing the 

laid-back, alternative-rock song, 
crowd members brought out 
their cell phones to shine lights 
and sway to the music.

Toward the end of his setlist, 
Binki must’ve felt the energy 
from the crowd (and perhaps 
from a few fan screams) as he 
took his shirt off for his f inal two 
songs. 

One of the final songs Binki 
performed was his 2019 single 
“Heybb!,” an indie-dance track 
that got the crowd vibing. Soon 
after, Binki exited the stage as 
the crowd chanted his name, 
certainly scoring more than a few 
fans by the time the stage began 
getting prepared for the night’s 
headliner. 

Shortly after 10 p.m., Rashad’s 
DJ arrived on stage, generating 
excitement among the crowd. 
As Baby Keem’s “trademark usa” 
started blaring from the speakers, 
the crowd was full of energy and 
shouting lyrics.

Rashad then entered the stage 
with a bang, getting the crowd to 
jump just a few seconds into the 
first track, “RIP Young,” before 
following it up with the equally 
explosive “Hey Mista.”

While these tracks, like most 
from his recent album, 2021’s 
“The House Is Burning,” sound 
more chill and laid-back in 
their studio versions, Rashad 
noticeably changed his delivery 
to a far more aggressive, energetic 
f low live. This certainly went 
over well with the crowd as 
nearly everyone was on their 
feet as he yelled out the second 
verse of “Hey Mista,” “Top of 
the generation / Too cool for 
complications.” 

Rashad also took a few 
moments throughout his setlist 
to deliver some beautiful melodic 
verses on many of his songs, like 
“Silkk da Shocka’’ and “4r Da 
Squaw,” providing a satisfying 
respite from surrounding hard-
hitters to let the crowd catch their 
breath. Although these moments 
were more intimate, they seemed 
to hit the hardest as you could 
tell the Tennessee rapper was 
really pouring his heart out under 
the dimmed lights, repeating, “So 
holla unless you’re usin’ narcotics 
/ See, I don’t wanna be here if I 
don’t gotta / My weed habit so 
close to snortin’ powder” from 
“Silkk da Shocka.” 

Rashad was responsive to the 
crowd, and after fans shouted 
for the rapper to perform “From 
the Garden,” the trumpets at the 

opening of the heaving-hitting 
track began blaring from the 
speakers. Fans cheered and the 
crowd began moshing to the 
infectious beat.

Another high-energy song 
Rashad performed was “Lay Wit 
Ya.” The intense beat, sampled 
from Three 6 Mafia’s “Ridin’ 
N’ Da Chevy,” got the crowd 
jumping. Mosh pits began to 
form again, and some concert-
goers even broke out into dance 
in the middle of them. 

Later, Rashad performed his 
track “Heavenly Father” off 
his debut studio album, “Cilvia 
Demo.”

The rhythmic track explores 
intimate issues as Rashad sings  
“Now, I’m prayin’ that I make it 
twenty-five / Baby call a doctor 
for my health / And “no” is kinda 
hard to say to drugs / ‘Cause I 
been havin’ problems with myself 
/ And I been askin’ questions, 
where the love? / And they don’t 
give me answers, just a check.”

Rashad’s closing track of the 
night, “Headshots (4r Da Locals),” 
is one of the most popular songs 
off his most recent album, and 
fans instantly recognized the 
“smooth like a R&B song” track. 
The crowd sang along to the 
chorus, “Okay, you caught me by 
surprise in my brand new whip, 
baby / Peep me in the scope, 
if I’m gone, don’t trip, baby / 
Bringin’ back the strong, up to 
bat, all hits, baby.”

After performing his f inal track 
of the set, Rashad got off the 

stage and went to the barricade. 
Concert-goers were screaming 
as Rashad interacted with the 
crowd, while former fellow Top 
Dawg Entertainment signee 
Kendrick Lamar’s “m.A.A.d city” 
blasted from the speakers. 

The night came to a close, 
and people made their way out 
of the Thunderdome after an 
electrifying and energizing night 
with stellar performances from 
the anticipated Pennsylvania 
artists. 

Adam Majcher
Staff Writer

Marisol Cruz
Artsweek Editor

Rashad entered the stage with a bang, getting the crowd to jump just a few seconds into the first track, 
“RIP Young,” before following it up with the equally explosive track “Hey Mista.” 

Rashad also took a few moments throughout his setlist to deliver 
some melodic verses on many of his songs like “Silkk da Shocka” and 
“4r Da Squaw.”

One of the final songs Binki performed was his 2019 single “Heybb!,” 
an indie dance track that got the crowd vibing.

Another high-energy track Rashad performed was “Lay Wit Ya.” The intense beat, sampled from Three 6 Mafia’s “Ridin’ N’ Da Chevy,” got the 
crowd jumping.

Binki stumbled onto the stage just as the synthy dance track beats of 
his track “Revolve” began playing.
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   “Bang! It was that loud, but 
like, times a trillion!” third-
year Isla Vista resident Nate 
Bingo recalled. “I thought we 
got nuked or something.”
 Over the weekend, an 
eardrum-shat ter ing boom 
rocked the Isla Vista area. 
Glass objects from beer 
bottles to bongs burst into 
pieces, a cacophony of car 
alarms f looded the streets and 
thousands were sent into a 
confused panic. Eventually, 
a community investigation 
uncovered the source of the 
blast: a Snag employee and 
their electric scooter had 
broken the sound barrier.
 “Speed. I am speed,” said 
freshman Snag Rider Molly 
Sahwdust. “42 bitters. 42 
boozers. I eat boozers for 
breakfast.”
 At the time, Sahwdust didn’t 
even know she was traveling 

faster than the speed of sound. 
To her, it was just another 
delivery to the 68 block of Del 
Playa Drive. However, in the 
blink of an eye, she was roaring 
down DP at an unfathomable 
velocity and made the delivery 
in a record-setting three 
seconds. Remarkable!
 “That’s why I love Snag!” 
Bingo exclaimed. “I whip out 
the app and beep boop beep, a 
sweaty, pimple-faced freshman 
shows up at my doorstep with 
my bottle of Jose Cuervo and 
Tums. 21st-century living, 
baby!”
 It is 21st-century living, 
indeed. Given our gimmick-
f illed society, of course, Snag 
was going to be popular. 
Minimalist graphic design? 
Check. Monosyllabic brand 
name? Check. Provides no 
marked improvement to our 
lives? Check. So, really, it’s 
no surprise that we’re always 
jumping out of the way for 
speeding squads of scootering 

Snag soldiers.
 “Us Snag Riders gotta go 
fast. Really fast. Why? It’s our 
duty. We are obligated to honor 
the Snag code,” Sahwdust 
explained. “Ten to 11 minutes 
for delivery and not a second 
more.”
 “A brand is only as good as 
its ability to deliver. And, in 
Snag’s case, we quite literally do 
the ‘delivering,’” she continued. 
“A promise is a promise. Rain 
or shine, day or night, it doesn’t 
matter. I will deliver your vape 
kit if it’s the last thing I do.”
 Thankfully, outside of a few 
broken windows, Sahwdust’s 
sonic boom caused no major 
injuries to the residents of 
Isla Vista. However, she now 
f inds herself in hot water, 
as she is being investigated 
for corporate espionage after 
selling company secrets to 
Duff l.

Osbert Squelch wishes to be 
pulling G’s of a different kind.
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 Anticipation is the spice of 
life! After many diff icult years 
of underappreciation, toil, 
tears, sweat and angst, many 
TAs thought it was time for a 
change. A strike could not come 
soon enough!
 That was, until three TAs at 
the bowling alley this Tuesday 
miraculously scored 10 strikes 
in a row, each. Three perfect 
games, for 300 points each. 
 “It’s just unbelievable!” 
TA Johnny Steamer told our 
reporter. “I’ve barely ever gotten 
one strike, but now — 10 in a 
row! Unbelievable!” Steamer’s 
enthusiasm was shared 
throughout the bowling alley, 
after what has been described 
as the greatest round of bowling 
in Santa Barbara history.

 However, as soon as the last 
strike was announced, it was 
regarded with some caution. 

Chancellor Henry T. Yang, who 
was present in the bowling hall, 
called the strike “illegitimate” 
since the TAs were using 
bumpers. 
 The bowling world has 
recently been in the grip of 

score inf lation, and TAs are 
feeling the crunch. The average 
TA has historically, on average, 
scored 160 points per game. 
However, since President Joe 
Biden got into off ice, that f igure 
has now inf lated to 180 points 
per game. 
 “It makes it really hard to 
impress people with my bowling 
talents,” TA Rosie Bowlocks 
said. “I was trying to get the 
attention of this one cute guy 
today. About a year ago, my 
score of 200 points would be 
considered pretty good. Now, 
it’s almost average.”
 All this makes the TAs’ 300-
point games that much more 
rewarding. After the strikes, 
they will go back to grading 
student papers with renewed 
vigor.

 Chris P. Pants prefers golf.
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Aivarey - Newsies
You fucking wish I was joking 

about this. I loved the Newsies 
strike. Did they have a terrible 
time? Yeah! Probably! But, you 
know what? My theater-kid 
ass loved Jeremy Jordan in the 
Newsies musical. What better 
song to perform as a solo piece 
than “Carrying the Banner.” 
Fuck yeah, Newsies. You slay 
those basic human rights. 

Imke - Poses 
  I just love striking a pose! 

When it’s picture time — f it 
check, graduation photo, group 
pictures — I strike my favorite 
pose and use my favorite 
tool: the bunny ears — the 
bunnyf ication has of f icially 
started. I get into my bunny 
mode or, simply put, I give 
someone bunny ears.

August - Lightning
I love lightning strikes! I’ve 

always wanted to try to place 
my phone under lightning 

to see if it could charge it 
completely in just one strike. 
Then again, it has a rubber 
shell so that would, like, make 
the lightning bounce off, right? 
That wouldn’t be good — what 
if it hit a bird? That would 
be sad. (Editor’s note: August 
studies economics.)

Yonatan - Stench
My favorite strike by far is the 

Nexustentialism strike! They’re 
so committed that they’re not 
showing up to any events, even 
my birthday party! I thought 
they had just forgotten but 
when I texted them, they told 
me that was part of the strike, 
too! It just shows how deeply 
they care about this, and it’s 
f ine because birthdays are 
more fun by yourself anyways.

Dylan - Matches
I love striking matches. I 

am a psychologically stable 
individual and can be trusted 
with matches, lighter f luid 
and f lammable materia l. 
Watching matches burn is a 
great source of relaxation for 

me. I can be trusted around 
f lammable material. When 
objects collapse, I feel that my 
sins, too, are collapsing into 
the void. I am psychologically 
stable.

Elise - TAs
I love the TA strike! It’s really 

cool when people are able to 
make livable wages and aren’t 
working like dogs! It would be 
sick if the university didn’t suck 
all their mental energy and 
knowledge, then rent-burden 
them. TAs forever. Strike on. 

David - Baseball
I love baseball strikes!!! 

Forget home runs, I love 
watching a perfectly placed 
ball deftly avoid the batter’s bat 
and collide with the catcher’s 
mitt. That tactile “thud ” that 
echoes through the stadium 
reminds me that I am alive! 
And, don’t get me started on 
balls.

The staff of Stench wish that 
God would just strike them down 
already.
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A strike could 
not come soon 

enough!

Chris P. Pants

“



  “The food doesn’t matter, really,” 
writes Amanda Hesser, New York 
Times food editor, in her book 
“Eat, Memory: Great Writers at 
the Table.” “What it evokes does.” 

Hesser is, of course, referring 
to one of food’s most enchanting 
properties: its ability to conjure 
memory. A good meal succinctly 
combines all five senses, giving 
your brain multiple avenues to 
recall said meal. We eat a meal 
three times a day, granting us 
three chances to ground ourselves 
in the moment — or brood on the 
next. But nevertheless, it offers 
us the chance to slow down and 
harbor more enduring memories 
of the time, place and sentiment in 
which the meal is being consumed. 
Food is often a central part of a 
larger event or celebration. How 
do you celebrate Christmas? Your 
birthday? A first date, even? Food 
is likely one of the first things that 
comes up in all these hallmarks: a 
nexus of culture, tradition, family 
and survival. It sits at the center of 
awkward family reunions, middle 
school lunch periods, football 
games and job orientations. Friends 
and family bring home-cooked 
meals to the bereaved. A cake 
is cut at a wedding. Throughout 
it all, eating grounds us in the 
moments we live through. 

I did not know that my last 
meal with my dad would be my 
last meal with my dad. At the 
time, I lived and worked about 
three hours away from my family 
in Sacramento. Getting only one 
day off a week, I seldom used it 
to make the commute there and 
back, but one day in August I did. 
I texted my family ahead of time, 
making sure my mom could run to 
the store to pick up some groceries 
for our dinner. It always went like 
this: Between timing and travel 
logistics, we also planned ahead 

so I could cook something special 
with my family while visiting. This 
time she picked up an assortment 
of our usual veggies as well as 
some crisp bok choy. We shared 
a stir-fry, the four of us: my mom, 
dad, brother and I. It was another 
(I say this humbly!) quite delicious 
meal to pocket as a cherished 
memory with family. Following 
my dad’s leukemia diagnosis 
last year, I knew each moment 
together must be treasured, that 
the extra effort was worth it, was 
necessary. I hugged him goodbye 
early the next morning and left for 
work. He suffered a               brain 
hemorrhage hours later. He died 
in the intensive care unit that 
weekend. 

The mercy of cancer, to many, 
is its slowness. If you are given 
six months to live, that’s six 
months — give or take — to make 
arrangements, say goodbyes. 
Everyone knows what they’re in 
for. We were denied such mercy. 
My dad’s cancer was not terminal; 
a treatment plan was still in place, 
and we still had a hypothetical 
future to still cling to. Our time 
spent together did have an extra 
impetus to be treasured, but lacked 
finality. It felt like some kind of 
cosmic gift, or pure, gracious 
coincidence, that the one day I 
visited home was our last day with 
my dad. That I could hug him, 
laugh with him, tell him about my 
day one last time — that we are 
sharing that final meal, now and 
forever. 

The whole two years of my 
dad’s battle with cancer was 
marked by these special moments 
at the table. Between waves of 
grief I f ind comfort knowing 
that it ended with one. When 
my dad was first diagnosed, I 
made the decision to move back 
home to be with him. His first 
hospital stay was in January 2021 
— a sudden implosion of our worlds 
made worse by pandemic-induced 

visiting restrictions, an extended 
round of chemo and complications 
with infections. When he finally 
came home, more than a month 
had passed. His discharge day was 
pushed back again and again, until 
finally I drove white-knuckled to 
the hospital to pick him up on 
Valentine’s Day, and our family, 
whole again, shared a meal of 
bright pink, buttery beet gnocchi. 
I remember the give of the dough 
beneath my hands. I remember 
the giddy sprint of our Rottweiler 
upon seeing my dad at the door. I 
remember the crackle of fried sage, 
the salty tang of freshly shaved 
parmesan. I remember seeing my 
mom cry for the first time since 
her mom had passed. Moments 
were suspended, infinite, distilled 
— all over a single meal.

Of course, you can’t talk about 
food without discussing where 
it comes from. Taking interest 
in environmental justice and 
agricultural reform is often a 
depressing endeavor, given the 
precariousness of our food system 
in the face of climate change, 
abysmal farm labor conditions and 
our rapidly depleting topsoil, just 
to name a few. The effects of 
our broken food system are deep 
and far-reaching, and more than 
anything, urgent. I prefer not to 
think about the provenance of 
my dad’s cancer, but it doesn’t 
ease my mind that processed 
foods are associated with a higher 
cancer risk; that the groundwater 
in the Sacramento Valley is 
dwindling and contaminated; 
that glyphosate, a widely used 
herbicide, is linked to leukemia. I 
am reminded of this daily by my 
targeted Instagram ads (“Do you 
or a loved one have Leukemia 
or Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma? 
You may be entitled to financial 
compensation in the Monsanto 
Roundup lawsuit. No fee until you 
win!”). I don’t claim that any of 
these things are responsible for 

what happened to my dad, but 
there are certainly many casualties 
of our convoluted and reckless 
food system. Whether or not you 
can instantly connect any dots 
to your personal victimhood 
doesn’t matter. My dad isn’t 
thereason I became involved in 
food justice, but I do think it 
honors his memory to do work 
that I think is important. When 
I think of my dad — the things he 
taught me, meals we shared, of 
my love for him, for my family, for 
my community — I think of how 
fiercely and desperately I believe 
in a better world. 

Sitting with my dad in the 
ICU before he passed, we cried, 
exchanged stories and did our best 
to comfort each other. No one 
in my family strictly follows any 
particular religion, though some 
of us, myself included, identify 
vaguely as spiritual. So, my dad 
is still with us always. Or we’ll 
see him again. Or something like 
that. 

 “I remember reading that 
with each breath you take, in the 
billions and billions of molecules, 
you’re inhaling at least some of 
the same air as Albert Einstein 
did,” my uncle mused, about my 
dad’s continued permanence on 
the planet. 

 “I read the same thing about 
Leonardo da Vinci,” my brother 
laughed.

 “I read the same thing about 
Shakespeare,” I said and squeezed 
my dad’s hand. 

In “How to Eat,” Buddhist monk 
Thich Nhat Hanh writes:

“Our Ancestors
Are in the Soil

That nut, fruit, vegetable, or 
grain that you eat

has pulled up nutrition from the 
soil in order

to grow. In the soil are many 
people who

have died, have been 
transformed, and have

become part of the soil. Maybe 
in this mouthful

of rice are also the bones of 
many hundreds

of generations as well as many 
dead leaves,

worms, and animals’ bones. 
Maybe in a previous

 life you had been there and died 
there,

and your own bones have 
disintegrated in that

land. During the time of eating, 
your practice

is to look deeply into that grain 
of rice and

enjoy all that has gone into its 
creation. There

are so many things to enjoy and 
to discover in

each bite.”

It seems a little macabre at 
first, but isn’t it also incredible? 
It’s incredible that we can ascribe 
beauty in this world so boundlessly, 
that my dad, that our loved ones, 
are quite literally still with us in 
their basest forms, circling the 
globe as carbon or oxygen or a 

grain of rice. It seems too good to 
be true! All this love, our history, 
our ancestors, are all endlessly 
accumulating and cycling through 
each part of this world. In death 
we are then permitted to give 
back. The thought of returning to 
the kitchen, to our dining table, 
now set with only four plates, the 
devastating absence at the head 
of the table: It feels impossible 
at first. It is a head-on collision 
with grief. But through this it 
becomes a medium of memory, an 
opportunity not just to grieve but 
to remember and reconnect. 

A few days after he passed, my 
dad’s friend sent us pictures of 
him. In my favorite one they are 
sharing a meal, and my dad is 
grinning enormously and holding 
up a half-eaten burger like a prized 
catch. The picture is a live photo. 
I press down on my phone screen. 
He is shaking from the apparent 
pressure of holding in a laugh, 
keeping it together long enough 
for the moment to be captured. 
My dad is smiling, rosy-cheeked 
and still alive. Each time I sit down 
for a meal, I get to remember him 
this way.

 There perhaps has been no 
dish whose reputation has been 
laundered more effectively by a 
piece of fiction than the humble 
ratatouille — the roasted vegetable 
casserole that formed the 
centerpiece of arguably the best 
film centered around a cooking 
rodent, Pixar’s “Ratatouille.” If 

you somehow have managed to 
get this far in life without seeing 
the film, here is how it goes: At 
the film’s climax, notoriously vile 
food critic Anton Ego arrives to 
review the restaurant helmed 
by protagonist Remy (a rat of 
remarkable culinary acumen). But 
instead of giving the elitist Ego 
an outwardly sophisticated dish 
from the world of haute French 
cuisine, Remy opts for a different 

choice: the titular dish prepared 
confit byaldi style, with thin 
rounds of sliced tomato, zucchini 
and eggplant shingled atop a sauce 
of roasted red peppers, tomatoes, 
onion and garlic and then baked 
— the f lavors of which, as it turns 
out, reminds Ego of his mother’s 
cooking, f inally shattering his 
bitter, cold, critical veneer. 

 In the decade and a half since 
the f ilm’s release, ratatouille, 
once a modest commoner’s meal, 
has risen to fame as a popular 
statement dish — and why 
wouldn’t it be? It’s gorgeous, with 
cascading, multicolored  stripes 
circling its baking dish and an 
apparent delicateness when placed 
upon the plate with a spoonful of 
brilliant orange sauce encircling it. 
Ratatouille is a feast, as they say, for 
the eyes, perfectly suited to visual 
mediums like Instagram feeds, 
YouTube cooking videos and, yes, 
the silver screen. But it’s also a dish 
that I’d wager most people haven’t 
ever tried to make themselves — its 
need for copious amounts of thinly 
sliced and delicately arranged 
produce means that ratatouille, at 
least in its dressed-up film form, is 
too labor intensive for most people 
to do alone. But what are friends 
for, if not to help you make a dish 
from a movie about a cooking 
rodent? So on one of the last nights 
of the dying summer, we gathered 
at a friend’s house on Del Playa 
Drive to answer a simple question: 
Is ratatouille as good as it looks? 

Well, no. It’s not bad (far from it, 
in fact), but it’s not a dish that will 
blow you away by any means — and 
certainly not a dish that will give 
you f lashbacks to your childhood 
and change your entire outlook 
on life with a single mouthful. 
Perhaps my disappointment can 

be attributed to the heightened 
expectations I had from the film. 
In the movie, the vegetable slices 
have a pliable, pleasing firmness 
to them; in real life the hour in 
the oven breaks them down to 
a soft, unremarkable mush that 
f lops limply atop the tines of a 
fork. That brilliant orange sauce? 
It’s aromatic, certainly, with 
a hint of bite and smoke from 
the charred peppers. Yet it is all 
a hint, all a suggestion. I find 
the intensive roasting processes 
used here, much like the rest of 
the dish, mellow these bright, 
distinctive, vegetal f lavors down 
to the point of vaguity. It’s all a bit 
one-note; I found myself wanting 
for something else — some acid, 
some spice, some robustness, some 
depth, some “ je ne sais quoi.” I 
think that ratatouille’s mild f lavors 
are more suited toward a role as 
an appetizer or perhaps a side dish 
to support a more heavily f lavored 
protein. But as the starring role? 
I don’t think, given the labor 
required, it’s quite worth it. 

And yet. And yet. Isn’t that what 
films are about? The fact that 
events, scenes, sequences must 
follow themselves, one after the 
other, no matter how dire the 
situation may seem. And yet — 
something must happen. There 
is no story otherwise. The lovers 
break up, and yet one runs to 
stop the other from boarding 
the airplane. Colette leaves after 
Linguini reveals his secret, and 
yet she returns to help save the 
restaurant. One door closes, and 
yet another opens. And yet. And 
yet. We are searching, always, for a 
twist in the narrative, another turn 
to the tale. So here is one. 

The taste of ratatouille, I think, 
is largely irrelevant. You will eat 

plenty of better food in your life, 
I’m sure — more exciting, more 
dynamic cocktails of salt, fat, acid, 
heat. But the question of culinary 
value has a far simpler, more 
abstract explanation, even among 
those of us who have eaten enough 
good food to fill several lifetimes: 
“As I’ve become older,” the late 
Anthony Bourdain once said, “I 
realize the food that I yearn for is 
the food I react to in an entirely 
emotional way.”

Research has shown that our 
memories and sense of taste are 
intimately intertwined; food, 
therefore, functions as a vessel 
for experience. A way to entrap 
memory and yet call it forth 
again; a pair of soft, warm hands 
stretching through time. 

Think of the foods you’ve loved 
throughout your life: a childhood 
comfort food made by a parent, 
cheap fast food scarfed down after 
sports games or an indulgent, 
intimate date night dish made by a 
lover as you stand together under 
the kitchen light, slowly swaying. 
We love these things not so much 
for the way they dance across our 
tongues but the way they bring us 
back, at least for a moment, to a 
place that is impossible to return 
to, yet one we yearn for all the 
same. Nostalgia, from the Greek 
word “nostos”: to return home. 

For Ego, in the film, ratatouille 
tastes like his mother’s love, a 
warm refugee from the angry, cruel 
world outside. Had I made it alone, 
ratatouille would taste, perhaps, 
like disappointment, loneliness, 
mismatched expectations and too 
many dishes to do. But here is 
what it tastes like to me:

A day in which the sun is setting 
already when you arrive. One 
of your friends brings tomatoes 

grown from their backyard 
garden. You cook together in 
the too-small apartment kitchen, 
bouncing haphazardly between 
each others’ orbits, chopping 
vegetables, charring peppers, 
dicing herbs. Nothing quite goes 
to plan. The zucchini is too big. 
The homegrown tomatoes are too 
delicate. It doesn’t matter. You eat 
them straight off the board as they 
fall apart in your hands, sweet and 
succulent. You drink too much 
cheap wine from Trader Joe’s. 
You talk and laugh about films, 
about music, about love. This is 
nourishment. After you put the 
ratatouille in the oven, you walk 
to the place where the lips of the 
beach kiss the ocean and watch 
the sun set: blue, yellow, orange, 
pink. After dinner, you sit on the 
couch outside and pass a cigarette 
around, health consequences be 
damned, because this is what 
being alive is: this moment in time, 
this smoke and sea mist that f loat 
upward toward nothing. 

“And yet,” you think. You are 
broke. Your roommates have 
piled dirty dishes up in the sink. 
You have a paper due. You have 
laundry to do. The rest of your life 
stretches in front of you in dark, 
bifurcated paths. And you are 
searching, always, for something 
you cannot name, yet fear you may 
never find. Perhaps it is this. 

So. This is how it goes: You 
drink more. You laugh. You f ling 
off your clothes and run into the 
ocean. It is warm and salty. You 
lie on your back and paddle away 
from the shore. The cliffs above 
are a mournful static. The universe 
is a full moon hidden inside your 
left ventricle. Find yourself where 
the light catches you. You will 
never be here again.
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This roasted vegetable casserole formed the centerpiece of arguably 
the best film centered around a cooking rodent. 
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Mental Health Mindfulness
 Somatic complaints are a form of mental illness 
expression where individuals tend to adopt a 
heightened focus on physical pain, usually of 
symptoms such as stomachaches or headaches. 
This can result in extreme physical and mental 
distress. This manifestation of mental illness has 
often gone unstudied in youth groups, especially 
in the Latinx community, which is the largest 
growing ethnic group in the United States. 
 UC Santa Barbara researchers Alissa Der 
Sarkissian, Jill D. Sharkey and Alison Cerezo 
from the Department of Clinical, Counseling, 
and School Psychology, have conducted a study 
that examines the correlation between the mental 
health of the Latinx youth and their environments. 
The f indings revealed not only a strong negative 
association between somatic complaints and 
being a f irst-generation immigrant but a higher 
reported rate of somatic complaints in girls 
than in boys. Mental health stigma often has an 
effect on the rates of mental illness development. 
Where it positively corresponds to the data, the 
association between somatic complaints and 
stigma decreased when considering involved 
and supportive adult relationships. The study 
highlighted the importance of demographics 
to the rates of mental illness development, 
where it is concluded that both gender and 
immigration generation status (f irst and second 
generations being more likely to experience 
somatic complaints than third) are factors that 
inf luence the risks. 

Little Lasers
 There are many important applications of 
lasers for different f ields, including metrology, 
timekeeping and the manipulation of quantum 
systems. The expectations of these lasers require 
that they embody hertz (cycles per second) 
linewidths, where linewidths are the lengths of 
their optical spectrum, and that they are measured 
in the time scale of seconds. Unfortunately, such 
necessities are diff icult to adhere to, as the 
larger bulk optic lasers and reference cavities are 
materials that need to be built to reduce noise. 
They are more costly, require labor and have 
limited applications. 
 UCSB researchers Joel Guo, Chao Xiang, 
Warren Jin, Lin Chang and John E. Bowers from 
the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering have worked in conjunction with 
researchers from other institutions to develop 
a compact laser system that promises similar 
results and has the potential for high-volume 
manufacturing. 
 In this work, the researchers applied lasers 
with one second linewidth of 1.1 hertz. The 
fractional frequency instability, which is the 

partia l spontaneous 
frequency change 

in a 

specif ic time interval, is within the range of 
10^-14 to 1 second. A vacuum-gap cavity 
and microfabricated mirrors were used to 
hold the lasers together. Continuation of this 
laser construction has implications for further 
development in technology including portable 
optical clocks, radio frequency photonic oscillators 
and communication and navigation systems that 
require hertz linewidths for operation. 

Hunters are Hot
 Hunting is an important source of provision 
for small-scale societies. While it is important for 
the survival of the communities dependent on it, 
hunting also provides reward for the hunter in 
terms of social status and attractiveness amongst 
the community. UCSB researcher Benjamin C. 
Trumble from the Department of Anthropology 
worked with researchers from Arizona State 
University to shed light on the extent of the 
correlation between success in hunting to the 
hunter’s appeal and desirability for the rest 
of the community. They conducted a study 
taking 52 individuals from the Aché hunter-
gatherer tribe of Paraguay, and administering 
ranking- and choice-tasks to them. The rating 
was based on provisioning and f ighting ability, 
disease resistance and appeal as a mate. The 
results reveal that, overall, hunters are admired 
and perceived with great admiration. When 
analyzing the success rates and what kind of 
prey the hunters would kill, there are differing 
outcomes. While there is a positive correlation 
between desirability and killing prey that is 
both elusive and diff icult to capture, there is less 
appeal for individuals who would kill a single 
large animal in relation to a larger quantity of 
smaller animals that equates to the same biomass 
makeup. Generally, a greater consistency is seen 
as more attractive. Nevertheless, all hunters are 
shown to be viewed as having better phenotypes 
and status amongst the rest of the population. 

Food Footprints
 A great portion of the global environmental 
footprint stems from food production. The 
pressures that result from the pollution affect 
marine, freshwater and terrestrial systems. 
While environmental impact has garnered much 
attention, there is little that researchers know 
about the disproportionate effects of climate 
change from food production on specif ic 
habitats. Researchers Benjamin S. Halpern, 
Melanie Frazier, Juliette Verstaen, Paul-Eric 
Rayner, Gage Clawson, Richard S. Cottrell and 
Caitlin D. Kuempel from UCSB’s National Center 
for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis, as well as 
Halley E. Froehlich from UCSB’s Department 
of Ecology, Evolution, and Marine Biology, have 
conducted a study on the geospatial analysis of 
the greenhouse gasses stemming from the food 
industry. The results reveal that the footprint of 
food is split between land and marine systems, 
where f ive countries alone are responsible for 
half of the cumulative food footprint. The 
industry of marine food sources produce only 
1.1% of the global supply, yet contributes to 9% 
of the pollution globally. Continuation of this 
study promises a better understanding of what 

sources have disproportionate impacts on 
the environmental global footprint and 

allows for prioritizing the attention 
toward food that is more 

sustainable that can more 
effectively feed the global 

population whilst aiding 
the environment.  
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OPINION

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Dear S, 

One of my favorite things about our friendship is that it all began 
on a fateful Saturday night in the Carrillo Dining Commons. What an 
interesting place for an email correspondence spanning across the world 
to begin! But then again, I can’t quite imagine us meeting anywhere else 
— I think Carrillo was the perfect setting for our friendship to bloom. 

I’m bringing up your former workplace (and my current workplace) 
because I had a really nice shift today. I think it’s partly because I worked 
with my favorite supervisors, M and N, but also because everything was 
going so perfectly. (You’ll be pleased to hear that since you’ve left, M 
has become dish supervisor and subsequently my favorite coworker — 
aside from you, of course!) We had a team of f ive or six people who 
were working in perfect harmony with each other. It was honestly sort 
of beautiful to witness, as plates were passed between workers, loaded 
and then unloaded from the dish machine, then f inally transported back 
outside where they would undoubtedly be used and brought right back 
to us within 20 minutes. There was an atmosphere in that dish room 
that united us beyond the fact that we were all working minimum-wage 
jobs together. 

There’s something really nice about the consistency of Carrillo. I know 
that I’ll see the same 10 student workers for four hours a day, three times 
a week until one of us graduates or quits. (With the retention rate of 
workers lately, it’ll most likely be the latter.) And it’s always nice when 
a work-friend loses the hyphen and becomes just a friend, too. It doesn’t 
happen as frequently as I’d hope, but the friendships that do form from 
the dish room are ones that I hold dear to my heart. 

I think this is just a really long-winded way of telling you that I’m 
really glad that you and I became friends in the short time you were at 
UCSB. I think I would suffer a thousand dish shifts at Carrillo if it meant 
that we would always become friends. 

Yours Affectionately, 
Mindy 

To: S <s@umail.ucsb.edu> Subject: Diner? I barely know her!

Opinion’s Official Opinion:
Why every vote is valuable

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

[SAMPLE]

DEVANSHI TOMAR
Science & Tech Editor

Should YOU vote in the upcoming midterm election? 
YES
NO

MESSAGE TO VOTERS:

EMILY KOCIS
Managing Editor

Why do we vote for midterm elections? The ability 
to inf luence policies that directly affect us sounds 
as though it should be incentive enough, though the 
sentiment seems lost on some. This phenomenon may 
occur because many assume that the most important 
election is that of the presidential variety, the election 
with the f lashy light-up sign encircled around it. 
The truth is, if you want to play your part in specif ic 
policies, midterm elections are just as important, if not 
more. 

In all honesty, we vote because we have the ability. 
Though we’re of the school-of-thought that voting is 
a right and not simply a privilege, we have to treat it 
like it is a privilege — because those in charge treat it 
as such. 

We vote because we want to do everything we can. 

It’s easy to get frustrated when change happens too 
slowly for your liking. It can be frustrating when those 
currently in power are out of touch with the needs of 
our generation. It’s obvious to us that our generation is 
highly conscious of the changes that need to be made. 
The issue arises when we allow our frustration with 
the systems, people and policies currently in place to 
prevent us from demonstrating the power we do have 
by voting. 

People assume the presidential election is a process 
of immediate gratif ication. Conversely, the midterm 
election is viewed as a process of delayed gratif ication. 

This may be because people want to invest in the 
candidates themselves. This is evidently much easier 
to do with the presidential candidates, simply due to 
coverage and public discourse. However, many have 

probably never heard of the majority of the midterm 
candidates, so the accompanying election may not 
receive the attention it needs. 

This perception does not line up with the reality. 
Many fail to recognize that rather than voting on a 

candidate that may not follow through on the contents 
of their campaign platform, as with a presidential 
election, you know what you’re voting on with a specif ic 
proposition, in the context of a midterm election. 

Voting on the propositions and policies is one of the 
few ways you can have a direct impact on yourself and 
your surroundings. 

Let’s do something that counts. 
Please vote on Nov. 8.

— Your Opinion Editors

Midterm FAQs:

Other official opinions:

ATMIKA IYER
Editor in Chief

Vote as if your life depends on it because someone’s life, 
somewhere, does.

Forget your chemistry final — a ballot is the most important set of 
bubble-in answers you’ll ever submit.

Vote because it’s your goddamn civic duty.

WHEN IS ELECTION DAY?
Nov. 8, 2022
Mail your ballot on or before this date. Head to a polling location 
on Nov. 8 to vote in person. 

WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE MY MAIL-IN BALLOT?
Don’t stress; you can still vote.
If your ballot was misdelivered or if you misplaced it, head to a 
polling center to fill out a provisional ballot instead. Your vote will 
be counted once officials verify that you have only voted once.

WHERE CAN I VOTE?
That depends!
There are drop boxes by the Student Resource Building and the 
I.V. Foot Patrol station. Check your ballot or go to countyofsb.
org/1158/Polling-Place-Lookup to find your polling location.


