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Supervisor Joan Hartmann emphasized the detrimental impact of the June 24 Dobbs v. Jackson Supreme Court ruling, which rescinded 
federal protections for abortion rights. 
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Local officials join Planned 
Parenthood to support Proposition 
1 for California abortion rights

El Congreso de UC Santa 
Barbara provided an updated 
demand letter to the UCSB 
Academic Senate’s Munger 

Hall Independent Review Panel 
on Oct. 4, expressing concern 
with the current design and 
imploring the university to 
explore alternatives to the 
controversial project.

El Congreso de UCSB — the 

student-led cultural, social and 
activist Chicanx organization 
that works to provide an 
inclusive space for students 
of marginalized identities — 
learned about the panel at a 
May 4 meeting with UCSB 
administrators and elected 
to send in a list of demands 
to be considered in its final 
recommendation.

The demands arrived as the 
Independent Review Panel 
— tasked with presenting a 
recommendation to the 
university determining 
whether the Munger Hall 
project moves forward — is 
said to be nearing a f inal 
recommendation, according 
to El Congreso member and 

fourth-year Spanish major Erik 
Magana.

The panel’s feedback is a 
“very important part of the 
ongoing project review 
and campus feedback and 
engagement processes,” UCSB 
Media Relations Manager Kiki 
Reyes told the Nexus in a 
statement.

El Congreso’s Munger Hall 
demands, updated from an 
initial set of demands presented 
to the university in May, 
illustrate the organization’s 
concerns regarding the scale 
of the project, the thousands 
of virtual windows in students’ 
bedrooms and the involvement 
of billionaire Charles Munger.

El Congreso makes demands about 
Munger Hall to independent review panel 

The Planned Parenthood 
Central Coast Action Fund 
and local elected officials met 
in front of the Santa Barbara 
County Courthouse on Oct. 10 
to urge voters to pass Proposition 
1 — an amendment to the state 
constitution guaranteeing the 
right to reproductive freedom.

Proposition 1, up for vote 
this November, would ensure 
the right to an abortion by 
explicitly prohibiting the state 
of California from denying or 
interfering with personal choices 
related to reproductive care. 
The proposition has already 

been passed by the California 
state Assembly and requires a 
simple majority vote in the Nov. 
8 midterm elections to go into 
effect. 

Speakers at the event included 
California state Senator Monique 
Limón and Santa Barbara County 
Supervisors Joan Hartmann, 
Gregg Hart and Das Williams.

Hartmann emphasized the 
detrimental impact of the June 24 
Dobbs v. Jackson Supreme Court 
ruling, which rescinded federal 
protections for abortion rights. 

“The Dobbs decision takes 
control from women, and 
especially those who are poor 
or marginalized, of the most 
momentous decision in their 
lives,” she said.

Luz Reyes-Martín, vice 

president of Community 
Engagement at the Planned 
Parenthood Central Coast 
Action Fund, ref lected on 
the dismantling of abortion 
rights nationwide in light of 
the Supreme Court ruling to 
overturn Roe v. Wade and the 
enactment of abortion trigger 
bans in Texas and 13 other states.

“The attacks on abortion 
rights have been ongoing as 
we know for many years, and 
they intensified in recent years,” 
Reyes-Martín said. “A year ago 
in September, Texas passed their 
SB-8 law, and then this past 
June, the Supreme Court ruled in 
Dobbs versus Jackson Women’s 
Health and overturned Roe. In 
the weeks and months since, 
we’ve seen chaos, confusion all 

across the country.”
Hundreds of Santa Barbara 

locals mourned the loss of federal 
protections for abortion rights in 
June with a vigil protesting the 
Supreme Court’s decision. Reyes-
Martín  encouraged community 
members to empower themselves 
in this election by voting “yes” on 
Proposition 1.

“We have a historic opportunity 
to make our voice heard with 
Proposition 1 and for California 
to send a resounding message 
to the rest of the nation: ‘Not 
here. Not today. Not tomorrow,’” 
Reyes-Martín said. 

According to Reyes-Martín, 
local off icials are working 
hard to enshrine reproductive 

Since 2019, University of 
California students have 
advocated for the UC to fully 
divest from the Thirty Meter 
Telescope project slated to be 
built on sacred Indigenous land 
on Hawai‘i’s Big Island. The 
movement has gained traction 
during the 2022-23 school year 
with the UC-wide advocacy 
group Mauna Kea Protectors 
leading the charge.

The Thirty Meter Telescope 
(TMT) project is currently at 
a standstill and is seeking $800 
million in funding from the 
National Science Foundation, 
which is conducting an 
environmental impact report 
on the potential repercussions 
of the project before providing 
funding. 

The divestment movement — 
UC Divest TMT — calls for 
pulling UC investments from 
TMT, as the construction would 
occur without the consent of 
Indigenous Hawaiians and is 
detrimental to the surrounding 
ecosystem.

Ultimately, the decision of 
divestment is one that rests with 
the UC Board of Regents — the 
UC’s governing body. UC Santa 
Barbara Chancellor Henry T. 
Yang currently chairs the Board 
of Governors for the project. 

Third-year political science 
student, Mauna Kea Protector 
and Student Advocate to the 
Regents Valeria Caveroegusquiza 
said that with a public comment 
time of one minute and a 
“controlled environment,” the 
issue of Mauna Kea is never fully 
heard during Regents meetings.

“For the [September] Regents 
meeting, they refused to put us on 
the agenda,” Caveroegusquiza 
said. “The idea that nobody 
really wants to acknowledge 
and nobody really wants to 
take responsibility for TMT is 
definitely in the room.”

Caveroegusquiza added that 
many UC officials are abdicating 
their responsibility in addressing 
students’ concerns surrounding 
TMT.

“Some things I heard from 
people who weren’t regents 
but are chancellors or advisors 
were ‘Oh, it’s out of our hands,’ 
‘That’s above me,’ ‘It’s up to 
our international partners, 
and our international partners 
want to build on the Mauna so 
there’s nothing we can do,’” she 
continued.

For fifth-year political science 
major, Mauna Kea Protector 
and Students Enacting 
Environmental Defense 
Campaign Coordinator for the 
UC Student Association Honu 
Nichols, building community 
space for Indigenous students 
and reinvesting back into 
the community is key in the 
divestment effort.

“After giving testimony with 
the Board of Regents and 
discussing UC divestment from 
TMT for so many years, I think 
that it’s really clear that the UC 
does not care about protecting 
Indigenous rights,” Nichols said. 
“What we want to do is take 
it as a next step further and 
reimagine how we can divest 
from TMT and then reinvest into 
Indigenous communities.”

Spring Quarter 2022 was when 
the majority of in-person UC 

Spring Quarter 2022 was when the majority of in-person UC Divest 
TMT campaigning occurred, according to fifth-year political science 
major Honu Nichols.
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UC Divest TMT 
movement assembles 
for the academic year
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Members of El Congreso met with UCSB administrators 
including Chancellor Yang in a May 4 meeting.
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Associated Students IVP opens honoraria applications 
amid complications with payment

UC Santa Barbara Associated 
Students has opened summer 
honoraria applications — which 
employees must fill out to receive 
payment for their work — until Oct. 
14, Associated Students Internal 
Vice President Bee Schaefer said in 
an Oct. 5 internal email. 

The announcement comes 
after various members of UCSB’s 

Associated Students (A.S.) raised 
concerns about a lack of summer 
honoraria payment for all A.S. 
student employees. A.S. Assistant 
Director of Governmental Affairs 
Holly Mayes confirmed to the 
Nexus that Schaefer had not 
appointed an honoraria committee 
as of Sept. 28. 

All honoraria payments must 
first be approved by the honoraria 
committee, which Schaefer chairs. 
Currently, no committee to approve 

honoraria exists. 
According to an Oct. 5 email 

statement from A.S. Senator 
Sohum Kalia, however, Schaefer’s 
statements about when honoraria 
applications opened are incorrect. 

“Honoraria is not open until this 
email is sent out, which was today 
10/5 and not any earlier as previous 
statements have noted. Honoraria 
is not open for consideration as 
there is no honoraria committee 
appointed or approved to approve 

requested honoraria,” he said. 
Schaefer said in the email that  “the 

office of IVP initiated Legislation 
that was enacted early in Summer 
2022, to ensure all students are 
paid for their contribution to the 
Association.” She noted that “all 
appointed and Elected Officials are 
entitled to receive payment for all 
Summer work.” 

The legislation in reference 
is “A Bill to Resolve Honoraria 
Jurisdiction Conflicts and Improve 

Clarity and Transparency” and 
“a Resolution to Rectify Unpaid 
Student Labor,” which was 
authored by Kalia in May 2022, 
who told the Nexus that this 
legislation will not impact those 
that did not receive payment for 
summer 2022 honoraria. 

“As the author of the pieces of 
legislation referenced and attached 
to this notice, I can confirm that the 
directional resolution has nothing 
to do with honoraria this summer 

and only applies to honoraria for 
the summer of 2021,” he said in 
the email. “It directs the honoraria 
committee and the executive in 
question to ensure that those who 
went without pay in 2021 are paid. 
It is odd to claim that a bill directing 
the honoraria committee to pay 
people was initiated by the chair of 
the committee.”

Schaefer did not respond to 
immediate requests for comment 
regarding these claims. 

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor
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Weekly goings-
on in and around 

Isla Vista
A.S. Program Board 

presents Storke Tower 
concert featuring jomch

The Associated Students 
Program Board has invited Isla 
Vista based R&B artist jomch 
to perform at Storke Plaza on 
Oct. 13 beginning at noon. 
The concert is the f irst of the 
Program Board’s series of shows 
at Storke Plaza. 

Chicanx/Latinx Cultural 
Resource Center hosts Open 
House 

The Chicanx/Latinx Cultural 
Resource Center (CLCRC) will 
host an open house on Oct. 13 
from 4-6 p.m. on the f irst f loor of 
the Student Resource Building. 
Food and light refreshments will 
be provided.

“The CLCRC provides a 
culturally enriched environment 
where students, faculty, and 
staff of all cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds can learn about a 
diverse culture,” the Shoreline 
description stated. “Our objective 
is to educate and unify the UCSB 
and Chicanx/Latinx community 
through the mediums of art, 
language, people, food, and 
traditions.”

A.S. Trans & Queer 
Commission, Hermanas 
Unidas and the Hub sponsor 
16th annual ‘Shout It Out! 
Bingo’ 

Associated Students (A.S.) 
Trans & Queer Commission, 
Hermanas Unidas and the Hub 
are hosting a drag bingo night 
on Oct. 13 at 8 p.m. inside the 
UCen.

The event features drag queen 
Allusia and Bingo Boy from the 
award-winning Legendary Bingo 
weekly charity event. The event 
is free, and attendees will be 
entered to win prizes, according 
to the Shoreline description.

Gaucho Gaming hosts Fall 
Quarter 2022 Local Area 
Network 

Gaucho Gaming is hosting its 
fall Local Area Network — a 
term referencing a network that 
links various devices in close 
proximity — party on Oct. 15 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at the 
Corwin Pavilion.

The event will feature 
competitions in Valorant, League 

of Legends, Teamfight Tactics, 
Super Smash Bros., Mario Kart 
and more. The event will also 
provide board games, an arcade, a 
mini artist alley, a Kahoot! game, 
raff les and dinner, according to 
the Shoreline description.

UCSB Sustainability hosts 
‘Making Your Hair Care 
Natural’ workshop

UCSB Sustainability is hosting 
a hair care workshop at 3 p.m. 
on Oct. 15 to provide education 
about products and supplies for 
different hair types. 

“You may f ind yourself having 
to order what you need online 
or having friends and family 
mail your products to you,” 
the Shoreline description read. 
“But have you ever considered 
making them for yourself? Dive 
into this workshop about hair 
care and take a moment to learn 
about how to make your hair 
care routine more natural and 
sustainable.”

The location will be made 
available to individuals who 
register for the workshop. 

UCSB Laughology presents 
Kiry Shabazz stand-up show 

UCSB Laughology is hosting 
a stand-up show featuring Kiry 
Shabazz — Cleveland-born and 
LA-based comedian — on Oct. 
15 at 8 p.m. inside Embarcadero 
Hall.

The show, free and open to 
all students, is one of f ive shows 
that Laughology hopes to host 
this fall quarter. 

“Laughology features hilarious 
headliners who can be seen in 
feature f ilms and on TV networks 
such as HBO, Comedy Central, 
and NBC. They’re regulars at the 
top clubs like The Laugh Factory 
and the Hollywood Improv,” the 
Shoreline description said. 

UCSB Arts & Lectures hosts 
rock band The Linda Lindas 

UCSB Arts & Lectures will 
be hosting The Linda Lindas 
at Campbell Hall on Oct. 15 at 
8 p.m.

“Ranging in age from 11 
to 17, The Linda Lindas are 
ascending rock’s new feminist 
front, sharing the stage with 
indie heroes like Best Coast, 
Money Mark and Bikini Kill and 
shredding through songs about 
identity, friendship, power and 
cats,” the Shoreline description 
said.

UCLA administration 
monitoring students’ social 
media accounts through 
private service

UCLA and several other 
higher institutions were found 
to be using a private service to 
monitor students’ social media 
activity, according to a recent 
report from The Dallas Morning 
News.

The service, previously 
named Social Sentinel and now 
called Detect, allows schools to 
monitor students’ public social 
media accounts for potential 
threats to campus safety. UCLA 
is one of at least 37 institutions 
using the service.

In a statement to the Daily 
Bruin, UCLA spokesperson Bill 
Kisliuk said specialized teams 
are only notif ied if there are 
keywords in posts from public, 
UCLA-aff iliated accounts that 
could indicate risk of student 
harm or self-harm. 

Content is f lagged based on 
Detect’s library of more than 
500,000 keywords or phrases.

UCLA has not publicly posted 
any information regarding its 
contract with Detect. An email 
obtained by The Dallas Morning 
News suggested that UC Davis 
may be utilizing the service as 
well.

The Dallas Morning News 
found that Detect promoted 
its service to university 
administrators as a tool to 
moderate and intercept student 
protests, though Kisliuk 
maintained that UCLA has 
not utilized the service in that      
way.

The report made no mention 
of UC Santa Barbara or any other 
UC campus utilizing the service. 
UCSB Public Relations Manager 
Kiki Reyes did not immediately 
respond to a request for a 
comment regarding whether or 
not UCSB implements a similar 
service. 

Endowed professorship 
established at UC Santa 
Cruz’s Center for South 
Asian Studies 

UC Santa Cruz’s Center for 
South Asian Studies established 
the Anuradha Luther Maitra 

and Thomas Kailath Endowed 
Professorship in South Asian 
Studies, which will be held by 
a new director of the center, 
according to the UCSC 
newsroom.

The professorship comes from 
funding provided by former 
UCSC professor Anuradha 
Luther Maitra and her husband 
Thomas Kailath.

“South Asia, because of its 
size, as well as aspirations and 
potential for growth, must be 
seen as linked to the future 
of our planet,” Maitra said to 
the UCSC newsroom. “We are 
hopeful that this gift will spark 
global interest in UC Santa 
Cruz’s Center for South Asian 
Studies and will serve as an 
inf lection point for the center’s 
trajectory.”

First Lady Jill Biden visits 
UCSF to discuss breast 
cancer research

First Lady Jill Biden visited 
UC San Francisco on Oct. 7 to 
discuss breast cancer research at 
the institution and progress on 
the National Cancer Moonshot 
— a plan to develop new, more 
eff icient cancer therapies and 
cut the cancer death rate in half 
over the next quarter century.

UCSF Breast Care Center 
Director Laura Esserman joined 
Biden to discuss two national 
clinical studies she’s leading 
— the I-SPY2 Trial and the 
WISDOM Study — to aim to 
provide a better understanding 
of breast cancer, according to 
the UCSF newsroom.

“We want care tomorrow to 
be better than what it is today,’’ 
Esserman said. “We don’t think 
it is one size f its all. We want 
to screen smarter: less for those 
who don’t need it and more for 
those who do. Every woman 
from every community deserves 
a chance to participate.”

Biden noted the importance 
of engaging diverse populations 
in clinical trials while 
acknowledging the diff iculty of 
joining a clinical trial in the 
midst of cancer treatment.

“It takes a lot of courage,” 
Biden said. “It is so stressful.”

Biden also spoke with breast 
cancer researchers and students 
about their work.  

“You have great hearts.”

A week in UC 
student news
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Isla Vista Foot Patrol, a branch 
of the Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office, plans to increase 
its police presence and install 
street cameras throughout Isla 
Vista during Halloween weekend, 
a decision that has been met 
with opposition and concern 
from campus and the surrounding 
community.

For the past nine years, local 
police agencies have increased 
their patrolling of I.V. and 
enforced regulations and road 
closure for Halloween weekend. 
This decision followed 2013’s 
celebration of the holiday, which 
drew crowds of over 12,000 and 
saw 225 arrests, 249 citations and 
51 medical transports, according 
to Santa Barbara County Sheriff ’s 
Office statistics.

Since then, increased policing 
and strong messages to “Keep it 
Local” — promoted by UC Santa 
Barbara and local government 
through safe, alternative events 
— have driven down Halloween 
partying to render it a “no crowd” 
event. Recently, community 
members have been pushing 
back on the heavy policing that 
accompanies I.V.’s Halloween 
weekend. 

The Office of External Vice 
President for Local Affairs 
(EVPLA) of UCSB Associated 
Students (A.S.) is sponsoring a 
Halloween Policing Town Hall 
on Oct. 14 to discourage Isla 
Vista Foot Patrol (IVFP) from 
employing video surveillance.

In addition, I.V. Community 
Services District (IVCSD) 
discussed the prospect of video 
surveillance at its Oct. 11 board 
meeting and heard from IVFP 
Lieutenant Garrett TeSlaa, who 
overtook Lieutenant Jarrett 
Morris’ role overseeing the station 
this month.

EVPLA Hailey Stankiewicz is 
spearheading the virtual town 
hall, to be held on Zoom at 11 a.m. 
Panelists include representatives 
from A.S., UCSB Office of Student 
Life, IVFP and IVCSD. 

“There is a critical need to create 
spaces in which the community 
can educate each other about the 
possible repercussions of increased 
video surveillance and police 
presence,” Stankiewicz said in a 
press release. “Recognizing this, 
the EVPLA Office of ASUCSB 
is sponsoring this Town Hall to 
provide UCSB students with a 
platform to raise their concerns 
and ask questions to stakeholders 
within the community.”

Last year, IVFP handed out 17 
citations and made zero arrests 
related to Halloween activities. 
That same weekend, community 
members attended a #FreeIV 
festival in protest of the increased 
police presence.

This year, IVFP is enhancing its 
staff to about 35 deputies on patrol 
for Halloween, compared to its 
typical eight to 14 deputies for 
a regular weekend, according to 
TeSlaa. IVFP is also coordinating 
with Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department and Emergency 
Medical Services to deploy 

resources outside of I.V. in case of 
a major event or incident. UCPD 
will also have additional staff, 
augmented by bringing in police 
officers from other UC campuses.

“It’s always a balance between 
having enough deputies on duty 
to handle any sort of major 
incident or major event without 
becoming oppressive or becoming 
omnipresent,” TeSlaa said in the 
IVCSD meeting.

IVFP plans to install between 
two and four temporary cameras 
along Del Playa Drive, which 
will strictly record video from 
sundown and until crowds 
dissipate on the Friday and 
Saturday nights of Halloween 
weekend, according to TeSlaa. 
No audio will be recorded by 
the surveillance cameras, and the 
cameras will not record activity 
on private residences.

“That is currently our plan, but 
we are listening to some of the 
concerns from the public and will 
evaluate it again after the town 
hall meeting,” TeSlaa said in a 
statement to the Nexus. 

At the IVCSD meeting, 
TeSlaa said that IVFP has relied 
on temporary cameras for the 
past 20 years to assist with the 
management of Halloween 
weekend. IVCSD Directors Jay 
Freeman and Spencer Brandt 
both said this information was 
news to them, who were fully 
unaware of the regular use of 
street cameras in I.V.

“For over twenty years, we’ve 
used temporary cameras to 
assist us with management of 
the Halloween weekend,” TeSlaa 
said in a statement to the Nexus. 
“Cameras are used to assist with 
the apprehension of serious 
offenders, gauge crowd size 
and dynamics, and assist with 
response to medical emergencies.”

Freeman expressed his 
disapproval of the “secretive” 
installation of cameras without 
public notice.

“I’m believing that you had 
the cameras out there, I’m just 
unhappy about it,” Freeman said 
in response.

The cameras — loaned to IVFP 
at no cost by an unknown allied 
agency — will be used to monitor 
for violent crime and aid search 
and rescue personnel, not to aid in 
the prosecution of minor crimes, 
such as open container violations 
or possession, according to 
TeSlaa.

“My goal is to answer any 
questions the public has and 
reassure them that if we deploy 
the cameras, they are an asset that 
helps us catch serious criminals 
and that we’re not using them 
to target minor crimes or target 
individuals,” TeSlaa said in the 
statement.

TeSlaa emphasized that the 
cameras will seek to target the 
activity of outside visitors, and 
said that IVFP looks to respond to 
minor offenses through education 
and diversion strategies with a 
restorative justice approach.

“I want the cameras to be 
looked at holistically with how 
we approach local citizens and 
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Deputies patrolled Del Playa Drive during Halloween weekend in 
2013, one of the last years to draw major crowds to I.V. for the now-
quieted holiday.
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UC Santa Barbara’s 
COVID-19 Response Team 
recently discontinued its 
Early  Detection Testing and 
Monitoring Program — after 
two weeks of operation this 
fall quarter — due to low 
participation from the student 
body. 

The UC will continue its 
vaccine booster mandate into 
fall quarter, and will require all 
staff, faculty and students to 
obtain the new FDA-approved 
Moderna or Pf izer-BioNTech 
Bivalent COVID-19 vaccine if 
it has been more than two 
months since an individual’s 
last vaccine or booster dose, 
according to a Sept. 22 
university-wide email.

Through the ea rly 
detection program, students 
were randomly selected to 
participate in on-campus PCR 
testing every week starting 
in the 2021-22 academic year. 
In a Sept. 19 message, the 
COVID-19 Response Team 
stated its intention to resume 
the program during Fall 
Quarter 2022, describing it as 
an important means of data 
collection for the university.

“The COVID-19 Early 
Detec t ion Test ing and 
Monitoring Program wil l 
resume during fall quarter,” the 
Sept. 19 message stated. “This 
is our most accurate method 
of assessing the prevalence 
of COVID-19 in our campus 
population, which in turn 
assists us in developing our 

campus COVID-19 mitigation 
efforts and modifying them as 
the situation changes.”

The message urged selected 
students to participate in the 
program, emphasizing that 
“the reliability of this metric 
depends on a high rate of 
participation.”

The program collected data 
for Week 1 and 2 of the quarter, 
but only 20% of students invited 
to participate came in for 
testing, UCSB Media Relations 
Manager Kiki Reyes said in a 
statement to the Nexus.

The program ended shortly 
thereafter, as conf irmed in a 
statement from Reyes.

Less than 1% – 0.62% – of 
program participants tested 
positive for COVID-19 in the 
week of Sept. 25 to Oct. 1, with 
an uptick to a 1.37% positivity 
rate for the week of Oct. 2 to 
Oct. 8, according to Reyes.

These numbers ref lect 
lower total positivity rates 
compared to data from UCSB’s 
publicly available COVID-19 
Dashboard. According to the 
dashboard on-campus testing 
data, the week of Oct. 2 had a 
2.42% positivity rate, with 26 
positive cases reported of 1,074 
tests. 

Reyes said that students were 
choosing to use rapid at-home 
tests instead of campus PCR 
testing, driving down the 
number of volunteers for the 
early detection program.

“The Response Team has 
decided to discontinue the 
program but could resume it 
in the future if needed,” Reyes 
said in the statement.

UCSB’s COVID-19 mitigation 
ef forts — which continue to 
align with guidelines set by 
the UC and public health — 
include vaccination mandates 
and recommendations to wear 
face masks indoors.

UC policy requires all staff, 
faculty and students to receive 
or af f irmatively decline the 
inf luenza vaccination before 
Dec. 1. UCSB also requires 
the campus community to 
complete their initial COVID-
19 vaccination doses as well 
as their f irst booster dose, 
unless they have obtained an 

approved exception for medical 
or religious reasons.

“The campus is following 
public health guidelines and 
continues to strongly encourage 
facemasks indoors,” Reyes said 
in a statement. “The campus is 
also continuing to provide not 
only free Covid-19 PCR testing 
and rapid test kits to members 
of our community, and  assisting 
community members through 
case investigation nurses who 
help students, faculty, and staff 
notify their close contacts.”

The university recommends 
that students follow the 

Cali fornia Department of 
Public Health guidelines if 
they test positive for COVID-
19, requiring a minimum of 
f ive days isolation and up to 
10 days if they continue to test 
positive with rapid at-home 
testing.

The university is a lso 
providing isolation beds for 
students who test positive on a 
limited basis.

“The campus has a limited 
number of isolation beds 
available for students who 
are positive for COVID-19 
and reside in triple-bedded 

residence hall rooms where 
isolation is most dif f icult,” 
Reyes said. “Advice is provided 
by campus medical experts to 
other students on how to safely 
isolate in their apartments 
and medical questions, along 
with assistance for food          
resources, counseling referrals, 
and academic advice if needed.”

According to Reyes, UCSB 
is continuing to promote the 
use of the CA Notify mobile 
app, which allows anonymous 
not i f icat ion of exposed 
contacts after a person gets a 
positive test. 

UCSB discontinues COVID-19 early detection 
program; continues vaccine booster mandate

According to the dashboard, on-campus testing data the week of Oct. 2 had a 2.42% positivity rate, with 26 positive cases reported of 1,074 
tests. 

UCSB reopens 
The Corner Store

A one-stop shop for snacks, 
grab-and-go meals and bulk 
candy, UC Santa Barbara’s 
Corner Store reopened week one 
of fall quarter after two and a 
half years of closure due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although the teal doors of the 
Corner Store, located to the left 
of the UCen, have been open 
for nearly two weeks, its student 
managers say that patrons are 
often surprised to f ind it once 
again open. 

“There’s a lot of people that 
come in and they’re like, ‘Oh, 
you guys are open!’ They’re 
just amazed to see it reopened 
again,” said fourth-year math 
major and Corner Store student 
manager Daniel Ortega. “Most 
of the people come in for the 

candy bins.”
The Corner Store is known for 

its bulk candy bins, which are 
being stocked to span a breadth 
of healthier snacking options, 
like trail mix, alongside more 
traditional sweets like chocolate 
candies, gummy bears, jelly 
beans and a variety of sour candy, 
according to Ortega and student 
manager Michael Garrett, a 
third-year music studies major. 

While the bins aren’t fully 
stocked just yet, Ortega said 
visitors should expect to see all 
their favorite candies on shelves 
within the week. 

Garrett said that while the 
store reopening is a “work in 
progress,” being a part of the 
process has been a worthwhile 
endeavor. 

“It’s a very fun environment 
to be a part of at the moment 
because [there’s] a lot of 

positivity with the customers 
coming in, expressing their 
excitement about it. It’s been 
ref lecting with the employees 
there too. Everyone’s just pretty 
excited to be there and to be part 
of the start of the reopening,” 
he said. 

Both Garrett and Ortega 
were previously employees at 
the Arbor, another on-campus 
snack hub. Arbor employees are 
helping the Corner Store stock 
products to full capacity, they 
said. 

“There’s a lot of people that 
come in daily, I’d say, and be 
like, ‘Oh, thank God you guys 
are open!’ because at other stores 
— I don’t want to name names — 
the lines are pretty long,” Ortega 
said. 

The Corner Store is currently 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Wednesday.

The Corner Store is currently open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Wednesday. 
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UAW 2865 union to hold strike 
authorization vote as negotiations 
with UC yield little progress

The UAW 2865 union — which 
represents thousands of TAs, tutors 
and readers across the University 
of California system — is working 
toward increased pay and childcare 
for all academic student employees 
while renegotiating its contract 
with the University of California, 
set to expire Oct. 31.

The negotiations, ongoing 
since March 2022, have yet to 
deliver a contract that satisfies 
the union’s demands, according 
to Santa Barbara UAW 2865 
communication lead Molly 
Stuart. The union accused the 
UC of participating in unlawful 
bargaining practices throughout 
the course of negotiations and has 
organized a strike authorization 
vote that will run from Oct. 26 to 
Nov. 2 to put further pressure on 
the university.

“The UC has been participating 
in unlawful bargaining as their 
proposals make no attempt to 
address our concerns,” Stuart 
told the Nexus in a statement. “If 
UC won’t bargain in good faith, 
academic workers will vote to 
authorize a strike, and have the 
legal right to do so via labor laws in 
the United States.”

Doctoral candidate and History 
Graduate Students Association 
(HGSA) President Elizabeth 
Schmidt spoke to the struggles of 
academic student employees across 
all UC campuses.

“ASEs in ALL departments, and 
on ALL University of California 
campuses, struggle on a daily basis 
to survive given the contemporary 
costs of living in their respective 
cities and California more broadly: 
while UCSB is a school known for 
its high academic standards, it is 
hard to meet those standards when 
you’re worried about making rent, 
feeding yourself and a family, and 
providing UCSB undergraduates 
with the highest levels of support 
possible,” she said in a statement to 

the Nexus.
In negotiations, the union 

demanded an immediate rise 
in the base salary for academic 
student employees, researchers 
and postdoctoral researchers to 
$54,000.

But these negotiations have 
fallen short as the UC Office of 
the President (UCOP) has grown 
unresponsive to union demands, 
according to Schmidt, who — along 
with her colleagues — has closely 
followed the ongoing talks.

“Conversations at the bargaining 
table are growing stale and UCOP 
has shown little motivation to 
negotiate at all over things like a 
wage increase that would bring 
all ASEs out of rent burden and 
increased childcare and dependent 
support for ASEs with families,” 
Schmidt said in a statement to the 
Nexus.

As the ongoing negotiations have 
failed to produce a compromise, the 
union has elected to put forward a 
strike authorization, with ballots 
set to be sent out to current union 
members via email, according to its 
strike FAQ.

“If the administration does not 
meet our needs in bargaining, 
Academic Student Employees, 
Student Researchers, Postdocs, and 
Academic Researchers will stop our 
paid work until the administration 
concedes,” the FAQ read. “We will 
also set up picket lines on campus 
in order to disrupt the everyday 
business of the UC, demonstrate 
our collective power, and increase 
the pressure on the administration.”

Should the vote pass, a strike 
would begin on Nov. 14 across every 
UC campus, leading academic 
student employees, researchers 
and postdocs associated with the 
union to withhold their labor until 
demands are met.

The union expects the UC to 
contest the legality of any strike and 
threaten workers with discipline or 
dismissal. Despite the risks, they’re 
encouraging members to withhold 
labor and stand in solidarity. 

“If necessary, and if authorized, 
48,000 academic workers will be 
able to go on strike to stop UC’s 
unlawful conduct and win our 
demands,” Stuart told the Nexus in 
a statement. 

Before the vote’s announcement, 
the HGSA Executive Board polled 
its members to determine support 
for a possible strike authorization, 
according to Schmidt.

The poll’s results showed that 
79% of the UCSB Department 
of History graduate students are 
prepared to vote yes when asked 
to strike, the department said in a 
letter sent to history department 
faculty and staff.

“If the administration does not 
meet our needs in bargaining, and 
a strike is called by the Union 
as a result of a successful SAV, 
Academic Student Employees, 
Student Researchers, Postdocs, and 
Academic Researchers will stop our 
paid work until the administration 
concedes,” the letter read. “Until 
the UC Office of the President 
agrees to the demands of the UAW 
and SRU bargaining teams, we ask 
that you help us hold the line.”

A possible strike would only end 
once the UC meets the demands 
of the union: improved child care 
policies and rent burden elimination 
via salary increases.

“We, workers, will decide 
collectively which actions from 
the UC will justify ending the 
strike, i.e., when the UC meets 
our demands by offering us a cost 
of living adjustment to alleviate 
our rent burden, adequate childcare 
subsidies for parent-workers, 
support for disabled workers, and 
reasonable course enrollment caps,” 
the strike FAQ said.

UCOP did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

The UCSB chapter of UAW 2865 
intends to host an event at Storke 
Plaza on Oct. 13 starting at 5 p.m. 
to deliver further information about 
the upcoming strike authorization 
vote, the union announced in an 
Instagram post on Oct. 11.

Nisha Malley
County News Editor
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freedom as national ef forts 
to restrict abortion access 
continues. 

“We are going to make 
sure that the right to an 
abortion and contraception 
is in our California State 
Constitution, and that we 
work hard as a state, as a 
community, as activists, to 
work to bring that right back 
to places in our country 
where it’s being dismantled.”

Hartmann spoke about 
her personal experience 
with the expansion of 
women’s life choices after 
the Supreme Court’s 1965 
decision to protect access to 
birth control and abortion 
rights in 1973. 

“I am among that f irst 
generat ion of women 
whose education and career 
opportunities opened up 
because of these rights,” 
she said. “Women like me 
were able to attend college, 
go to law school, and 
run for public off ice, our 
career opportunities, wages 
and independence group, 
because we had the right to 
decide if and when to start 
a family.”

Dur ing the event , 

Hartmann ref lected on the 
experience of motherhood 
and pregnancy and said that 
the choice to go forward 
with raising a child should 
remain a personal one. 

“No one bears the 
challenges to health and 
economic stabi l ity of 
starting or expanding one’s 
family more than mothers,” 
Hartmann said. “It is their 
primary commitment for 
18 years or more. This is 
why women should have 
the right to make this most 
persona l ly l i fe -def ining 
decision.”

In order to maintain 
reproductive freedom in the 
state, Hartmann encouraged 
voters to vote “yes” on 
Proposition 1. 

“While California has a 
long legacy of supporting 
abortion rights, we cannot 
guarantee who will be in 
power in the future,” she 
said. “To preserve these 
rights, we must codify 
reproductive freedom into 
the state constitution.”

Har t expressed his 
con f idence in the 
proposit ion’s abi l ity to 
succeed and encouraged his 

constituents to cast their 
vote this election season.

“California has a long 
tradition of supporting 
abor t ion r ights and 
reproduc t ive f reedom 
for women,” Hart said. “I 
think Proposition 1 will 
win handily, but it’s always 
important to actua l ly 
express your vote — not just 
be supportive of the issue, 
but to pull out your ballot, 
f ill it out and make your 
voice heard in this election                     
now.”

Hart said the local Planned 
Parenthood chapter serving 
the tri-county area has seen 
an inf lux of out-of-state 
patients seeking access to 
abortion services in recent 
months. Although the 
greater demand has strained 
local resources, Hart said 
the county is eager to serve 
women across the country 
in an ef fort to ensure broad 
and equitable access to 
reproductive care.

“We’re here, and we’re open 
and we’re ready to serve the 
women of the country who 
need to have access to safe 
and legal abortions here in 
California,” Hart said.

“We f irmly condemn the 
plan and believe that the 
continued pursuit of Munger 
Hall is an obvious waste of 
time, energy, and resources, 
which leads us to believe 
there is a more convoluted 
explanation for the continued 
exhaustion of resources to 
this end,” El Congreso said 
in its demand letter.

The Munger Hal l 
Independent Review Panel 
was formed earlier this year, 
af ter Chancellor Henry 
T. Yang approved the 
Academic Senate request 
for its creation, according 
to minutes from an April 
4 University Committee 
on Af f irmative Action, 
Diversity, and Equity 
Academic Senate meeting. 
The existence of the review 
panel was never shared with 
the general public in the 
months it has operated.

The rev iew panel 
“will be presenting a                                         
r e com mendat ion  to 
the university from its 
membership that wil l 
determine whether and 
how the Munger Hall 
project moves ahead as 
the Chancellor honors the 
UC principle of shared 
governance with faculty,” 
UCSB administration told 
El Congreso in response to 
their initial set of demands 
published April 29.

El Congreso’s updated 
demands that were presented 
to the panel criticize the 
thousands of student 
bedrooms, most of which 
contain LED light panels in 
place of windows. Members 
of El Congreso visited the 
Munger Hall mockup in 
May and described feeling 
disoriented by the scale and 
lack of natural light.

“The long corridors, 
lack of real windows, and 
mechanica l vent i lat ion 
contributed to this feeling. 
At the massive scale of this 
project, it is probable that a 
sizable percentage of those 
who live in Munger Hall 
would constantly feel a 
similar disorientation,” the 
demand letter continued.

UCSB did not respond 
to El Congreso’s specif ic 
demands in its statement to 
the Nexus.

Magana said El Congreso 
learned in the May 4 meeting 
with UCSB administration 
that the donation amount 
from Munger — reportedly 
a $200 million gift expected 
to help fund the dormitory’s 
construction — has not been 
settled upon, and gained the 
impression at the meeting 
that the majority of the 
funding would ultimately 
come from student room and 
board fees. 

“If the rest of the money 
is going to come from 
student room and board 
fees, that would make the 
student body the majority 
stakeholders in this project. 
However, no students 
have been consulted in a 
substantive way throughout 
the design process, only 
retroactively,” El Congreso 
said in its letter. “Is this a 
privilege only extended to 
unqualif ied billionaires who 
will likely never set foot 
inside the building?”

Magana criticized the 
university for pushing for 
the Munger Hall project as 
opposed to other housing 
alternatives.

“There are so many 
misplaced priorities here,” 
Magana said. “This is a point 
we’ve constantly made, that 

if housing is such a priority, 
if the need to have students 
housed is such a priority 
for this administration, then 
they would not be pushing 
forth Munger Hall.”

Magana said recent 
changes to Munger Hall’s 
design — specif ically, the 
reduction of the building 
from 11 stories to nine — 
don’t adequately address 
El Congreso’s concerns 
regarding the project. 

“Just taking out two f loors, 
those changes really do 
not address what we put 
forward in our meeting with 
the chancellor and campus 
representatives and also 
with our follow-up statement 
with all these very specif ic 
points,” Magana said.

In addit ion to El 
Congreso, the Munger 
Hall project is opposed 
by a number of campus 
organizations including 
Campus Democrats, Young 
Democratic Socialists of 
America, United Student/
Labor Action Coalition, 
Food Not Bombs and 
Associated Students.

At a minimum, Magana 
said, El Congreso hopes 
the university explores 
the viability of alternative 
housing proposals, and not 
solely focus on the Munger 
Hall project.

“If Munger Hall doesn’t 
happen, where would the 
university go next? That’s 
one of the angles from which 
we really pressed them on 
our meeting on May 4, 
which was, ‘So we don’t 
want Munger Hall, what 
are the alternatives?’ They 
did not answer us,” Magana 
said. “So, we just need viable 
alternatives to be on the 
table.”

their desire for a safe 
community and a trusting 
police force, versus outside 
actors who are looking to 
do nothing but harm the 
community,” he said.

Stankiewicz said she aims 
to convince law enforcement 
to reverse its decision 
by demonstrating the 
community’s disapproval at 
the town hall.

“The goal of the town hall 
is to completely drop the idea 
of implementing surveillance 
cameras on DP,” Stankiewicz 
said. “I think that it puts 
a lot of students in a very 
scary situation, and so I hope 

that the town hall echoes 
that sentiment and makes law 
enforcement agencies realize 
that they shouldn’t be putting 
this up.”

IVFP notif ied the EVPLA 
off ice in late September of 
tentative plans to install 
surveillance cameras in I.V. 
for Halloween weekend, a 
decision that Stankiewicz said 
immediately raised concerns.

She advocated against the 
installation of cameras in 
early conversations with IVFP, 
arguing that the move would 
harm law enforcement’s 
relationship with students 
and create a feeling of “no 

mutual respect.”
“From all the students that 

I’ve talked to, they felt very 
concerned about it and had 
a lot of reservations about 
the possible implementation 
of the surveillance cameras 
on Halloween weekend,” 
she said. “I also think that it 
could create a lot of public 
outcry and jeopardize the 
relationship I.V. Foot Patrol 
wants to have with students.”

Stankiewicz highlighted 
student concerns regarding 
their right to privacy and the 
potential for implicit bias and 
racial prof iling in the use of 
video surveillance.

Divest TMT campaigning 
occurred, according to 
Nichols. One such event was 
held at UCSB by Mauna 
Kea Protectors UCSB in 
May, with a Sacred & Poetry 
Public Comment Workshop 
as well as live music and 
food.

The event opened with 
members of the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians 
off icially welcoming Mauna 
Kea Protectors UCSB onto 
their land in an important 
move, Nichols said, that 
went “beyond the scope of 
just a land acknowledgment,” 
to give full consent and 
acknowledge that UCSB 
resides on native land. 

All events and efforts of 
the movement are centered 
around this key value of 
consent and respect for 
Indigenous land.

Uprooted and Rising — an 
extension organization of 
Real Food Generation that 
advocates primarily for food 
sovereignty as well as other 
social issues — California 
Coordinator Dante Gonzales 
oversees the organization’s 
UC Divest TMT campaign. 
The broader UC Divest 
TMT movement is made 
up of many who consider 
themselves Mauna Kea 
Protectors, with branches 
in different campuses such 
as Mauna Kea Protectors 

UCSB, Gonzales explained.
“When you’re standing as 

a protector, you are rooted, 
you’re grounded and you’re 
presenting yourself as part 
of the Mauna and on behalf 
of the Mauna as well too,” 
Gonzales said. 

The movement i s 
representing a “united front,” 
according to Gonzales, and 
has expanded across the 
UC system to all campuses 
but UC Riverside and UC 
Merced, which Gonzales 
has plans to reach out to.

“We are base building at 
every single one of these 
campuses, and we’ve 
actually base built now to 
every single campus except 
two which is very exciting,” 
Gonzales said.

Another va lue the 
movement grounds itself 
in  is Kapu Aloha, which 
Nichols explained “is a 
sacred form of nonviolent 
resistance that is based in 
love.” 

“We want to make sure 
that a lot of our actions 
were done and based on 
protocol, with our ancestors 
protecting us and that 
space,” Nichols said. 

In advocat ing for 
Indigenous r ights and 
protections, the organization 
also strives to create new 
spaces for Indigenous 
students.

“A lot of our actions have 
been based in trying to create 
space for Indigenous people 
and Indigenous students 
to be Indigenous,” Nichols 
said. “Some of the biggest 
feedback I got [from our 
May event] was regarding 
that space. We were able to 
have conversations about our 
experiences with colonialism 
and what it means to go to 
an institution that sits on 
native land and how nice it 
was to actually be welcomed 
onto that space properly.”

These forms of community 
spaces are key in reinvesting 
in Indigenous communities, 
whilst divesting from      
TMT, according to Nichols. 

Nichols said the group is 
looking to hold town halls and 
workshops in conjunction 
with the MultiCultural 
Center, and other forms of 
community discussion in 
the fall quarter to ultimately 
form a list of set demands 
to present to the Regents 
in the spring. With a focus 
on reinvesting in community 
and protecting Indigenous 
land, the movement embarks 
on a new year.

“We are showing this 
united front a longside 
other folks who are calling 
for divestment from the 
prof iting off of the death 
and desecration of land,” 
Gonzales said.
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      ATTENTION CAMPUS                         ATTENTION CAMPUS ATTENTION CAMPUS ATTENTION CAMPUS ATTENTION CAMPUS 
DEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMSDEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMSDEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMSDEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMSDEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMS!

Campus departments or programs wishing to sponsor 
a fee measure for the Spring 2023 election must first submit an

Intent to Petition to the Campus Elections Commission.

Intent to petition forms are due October 28 at 5:00 PM.  
Forms are available online at: 

https://studentlife.sa.ucsb.edu/campus-elections/guidelines-
and-forms

Please email Emma Parker (emmaparker@ucsb.edu) for further
information and assistance.

Sponsored by the Campus Elections Commission
*Campus-wide elections are separate from Associated Students and Graduate Students Association 

elections although campus-wide measures and initiatives may appear on both ballots, as appropriate

UC Santa Barbara resumed 
its annual alumni awards this 
year on Oct. 7 at Lagoon 
Plaza, honoring four alumni: 
Walt Disney Animation 
Studios producer Yvett Merino, 
real estate investor and 
philanthropist Diane Dodds 
and artistic entrepreneur couple 
Bruce Heavin and Lynda 
Weinman.

The university has conducted 
this award ceremony since 
1960, according to an 
article from The Current, to 
recognize university alumni 
with “signif icant professional 
or personal accomplishments” 
who “demonstrate exceptional 
integrity and character.” 

Nominees are chosen by a large 
panel including UCSB alumni, 
the Alumni Board of Directors, 
previous award recipients, the 
UCSB Foundation, university 
deans and department heads, 
and UCSB administrators. 

Merino, who graduated in 
1994 with a degree in sociology, 
was given the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for her work 
as an Academy Award-winning 
producer in “Encanto.” Merino 
— the f irst Latina recipient of an 
Oscar for an Animated Feature 
— also served as the production 
manager for the Oscar-winning 
movie “Big Hero 6” and the 
Oscar-nominated f ilm “Moana.” 

Dodds — who passed away on 
March 22 — graduated in 1968 
with a degree in English and 
received the Graver Alumni 
Service Award posthumously. 
Dodds continued to remain 
involved with the university and 
Isla Vista community following 
her graduation through 

philanthropic donations for the 
Alumni Day of Service, the 
Alumni Scholarship Fund, the 
Mosher Alumni House and the 
Isla Vista Foot Patrol, according 
to The Current article.

While studying at UCSB, 
Dodds enjoyed “the beach, 
cruising through Isla Vista, and 
spending hours in downtown 
Santa Barbara,” while also being 
the president of her dorm wing.  

In 1995, Weinman and 
Heavin together created lynda.
com — one of the world’s f irst 
websites dedicated to providing 
education and skills — which 
later grew into LinkedIn 
Learning in 2015.

Following an early retirement, 
Weinman decided to become a 
full-time artist while Heavin 
continues to create illustrations 
for Adobe, MSNBC and E! 
Entertainment Television.
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The University of California, 

California Community Colleges 
and California State University 
issued a joint statement 
condemning the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals’ ruling, which 
found the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program to be 
unlawful.

The Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program shields undocumented 
immigrants that entered the 
United States as children from 
deportation, a status that applies 
to thousands of students enrolled 
in colleges across California, 
according to the UC.

“We are deeply troubled by the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
decision, which holds that the 
DACA program violates federal 
law … DACA recipients deserve 
to have their status as equal 

Americans protected from court 
decisions like this one,” the colleges 
said in their Oct. 6 joint statement.

A number of Republican state 
attorney generals across the 
country sought to permanently 
end the program, which has 
existed in legal jeopardy since the 
Trump administration attempted 
to repeal it in 2017. The attorney 
generals challenged DACA in the 
Southern District of Texas, and 
the court found the program to be 
unlawful in July 2021.

That ruling put a stay on new 
program applications being 
processed by the Department of 
Homeland Security. The Biden 
administration appealed the ruling 
to the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which upheld the lower-
court decision on Oct. 5 and sent 
the DACA decision back to the 
Southern District of Texas for a 
final ruling.  

Under the ruling, DACA 
recipients can still renew their 

status, an action urged by 
California colleges, who cited 
the specific resources offered to 
DACA recipients enrolled in UC, 
California Community College 
and California State University 
campuses. 

The Biden administration 
proposed a rule that would 
preserve and fortify DACA, which 
will go into effect on Oct. 31, 
helping to shield the program from 
further legal scrutiny.

“We urge DACA students, 
faculty, and staff to make a free 
appointment with a legal services 
provider as soon as possible to 
renew their DACA application,” 
the colleges said in their statement. 

In a separate statement, UC 
Santa Barbara encouraged 
recipients whose DACA status 
expires in more than 180 days to 
consult with an attorney to see if 
renewal would benefit them. 

“Anyone whose DACA expires 
within 150-180 days is encouraged 

to renew now. Those with DACA 
expiring outside the 180-day period 
may also renew and should consult 
with an attorney to determine if 
it is a good choice for them,” the 
university said in its statement.

UCSB Undocumented Student 
Services offers a number of services 
to undocumented students at 
UCSB, including consultations 
with Immigration Attorney Amber 
Spring.

In their joint statement, the 
California colleges reaff irmed 
their commitment to protecting 
undocumented students enrolled 
across their campuses.

“The decision of the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals does not 
change our mission to welcome 
and serve all students. This is what 
we have always done, and we 
will not waver. We will continue 
to do all we can to ensure our 
undocumented students feel safe 
and supported on our campuses,” 
the statement read.
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Bruce Heavin and Lynda Weinman co-founded lynda.com.
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Si quiere trabajar el cuerpo, 
ir al gimnasio es la solución 
perfecta. Pero, si quiere ejercitar 
su cerebro, es hora de escuchar 
música. 

Escuchar música implica 
mucho más que tan sólo abrir 
una aplicación y seleccionar 
una canción. El estéreo o la 
bocina mandan vibraciones 
que viajan por el aire para así 
llegar a nuestros oídos donde 
se involucran con los tímpanos 
y son transmitidos por señales 
eléctricas. Estas señales pasan 
por el nervio auditivo y hacia 
el tronco encefálico donde 
nuestros cerebros interpretan los 
acordes, armonías y ritmos para 
así percibir las ondas sonoras 
como melodías.

De acuerdo al artículo de 
medicina de Johns Hopkins, 
“la música es estructural, 
matemática y arquitectónica. 
Está basada en la relación entre 
una nota y la siguiente. Puede 
que usted no se de cuenta de 
ello, pero su cerebro tiene que 
trabajar mucho para que la 
pueda interpretar”. 

La música activa casi todas 
las diversas redes del cerebro. 

Debido a esto, el simple hecho 
de escuchar una canción 
fortalece las conexiones entre 
muchas de las diferentes partes 
del cerebro, incluyendo áreas 
responsables de la emoción, 
memoria, aprendizaje, bienestar, 
funcionamiento cognitivo y 
movimiento. 

Una encuesta reciente sobre 

música y salud neurológica 
realizada por la Asociación 
Estadounidense de Personas 
Jubiladas reveló que una 
participación musical activa 
estaba asociada con niveles 
altos de felicidad y un 
funcionamiento cognitivo 
avanzado. Adicionalmente, 
aquellos que reportaron una 
exposición frecuente a la música 
desde niños, el 68% clasif icaron 
su habilidad para aprender cosas 
nuevas como “excelente” o “muy 
buena”, en comparación con el 
50% que no estuvieron expuestos 
a la música a una temprana  
edad. 

Entonces, ¿qué es lo que 
permite que la música sea tan 
inf luyente en nuestras mentes? 
Cuando usted escucha una 
melodía, los niveles de cortisol 
—las hormonas del estrés— 
comienzan a disminuir. También 
experimenta un aumento de 
dopamina, la cual es la hormona 
que ayuda a elevar su estado 

de ánimo. La parte principal 
del cerebro responsable de 
procesar la música se le conoce 
como la amígdala, la cual 
almacena memorias de eventos 
o emociones, haciéndola así 
el centro de nuestro estado de 
ánimo y mental. Al activar una 
reacción positiva en la amígdala, 
la música alegre puede mejorar 
su estado de ánimo y ayudarle 
a alcanzar un balance mental 
y emocional signif icativamente 
saludable. Dado que la ansiedad 
afecta a alrededor de 40 millones 
de adultos en los Estados Unidos, 
la música debería ser considerada 
como un potente complemento a 
los tratamientos psicológicos. 

La música también puede 
benef iciar su salud física. En la 
investigación de Shonna Waters, 
Ph.D., se encontró que el escuchar 
música relajante puede ayudar a 
bajar el ritmo cardiaco y bajar 
la presión arterial promoviendo 
así un corazón saludable al 
permitir que la sangre f luya 
más libremente. Basado en esta 
investigación, la terapia musical 
podría usarse para incrementar 
la ef icacia de medicamentos 
para la presión arterial. 

Debido a las capacidades 
relajantes de la música, la 
incorporación de ésta a su 
rutina antes de acostarse puede 
ayudarle a conciliar el sueño, 
a controlar el insomnio y a su 
cerebro le brinda un estímulo de 
distracción que alivia el dolor. Ya 
que las vidas estresantes cada vez 
son más normalizadas, nuestro 
sistema nervioso podría utilizar 
un poco de música para liberar 
más hormonas de relajación. 

Dependiendo de lo que 
necesite en un momento dado, 
la música de rap motivacional 
le puede levantar el ánimo 
cuando se siente deprimido, la 
música metal puede aumentar 
la confianza en sí mismo, y la 
música clásica puede ayudarlo a 
relajarse después de un largo día 
de trabajo. No importa el género, 
todo tipo de música activa su 
cerebro y aumenta su estado 
cognitivo.

Simplemente dicho: 
¿cómo impacta la música 

a nuestro cerebro?

El investigador acusado de 
delito grave de posesión de 
pornografía infantil en julio 
continuó ocupando su puesto en 
el Laboratorio de Comprensión 
de Imágenes y Visión de UC 
Santa Bárbara y trabajó con 
estudiantes durante meses 
después de su arresto, según 
documentos obtenidos por 
Nexus.

Matthew Peterson, el 
investigador, recientemente se 
declaró inocente de los cargos, 
dijo el f iscal de distrito al Santa 
Barbara Independent.

A Matthew Peterson, el 
investigador, se le prohibió 
la entrada al campus y se lo 
suspendió de su trabajo en la 
universidad casi tres meses 
después de que el Departamento 
de Policía de UCSB y la Oficina 
del Sheriff del Condado de 
Santa Bárbara informaron 
haber encontrado material 
de abuso sexual infantil en su 
computadora portátil de trabajo, 
lo que provocó su arresto en 
Carpinteria.

En los meses posteriores al 
arresto, Peterson continuó 
su trabajo con estudiantes 
investigadores en el Laboratorio 
de comprensión de imágenes y 
visión (VIU) preparándose para 
la investigación del trimestre de 
otoño, según conf irmaron los 
correos electrónicos obtenidos 

por Nexus.
La universidad estaba al tanto 

de los cargos contra Peterson y 
siguió la Política de Violencia 
Sexual y Acoso Sexual de la UC 
y los procedimientos asociados 
para responder, según la Gerente 
de Relaciones con los Medios 
de la UCSB, Kiki Reyes, pero 
no tomó ninguna medida que 
impidiera su trabajo con los 
estudiantes durante casi tres 
meses.

Peterson envió un correo 
electrónico el 21 de septiembre 
a un grupo de estudiantes 
investigadores, deseándoles un 
feliz otoño y pidiéndoles que 
diseñaran el plan del grupo para 
la investigación del trimestre.

“Hola a todos, un feliz otoño 
y el comienzo de un nuevo año 
académico para todos,” decía 
un correo electrónico enviado 
por Peterson a un grupo de 
estudiantes que Nexus obtuvo 
de una fuente anónima. “Para 
aquellos inscritos o voluntarios, 
me gustaría realizar una reunión 
grupal para diseñar nuestro plan 
para el trimestre y hacer que 
todos vuelvan al f lujo o al día.”

Un día después, el Nexus 
informó sobre su cargo de 
delito grave el 22 de septiembre, 
momento en el que Reyes le dijo 
al Nexus que Peterson “siguió 
trabajando en la universidad”.

Menos de cinco horas después 
de que se publicara el informe 
de Nexus sobre las redes, Reyes 
informó a Nexus que Peterson 
había sido expulsado del campus 
y puesto de licencia, aunque 
se negó a indicar la fecha o 
la hora específ icas en que la 

administración tomó esa medida.
En un correo electrónico 

posterior enviado el 27 de 
septiembre, Reyes dijo que la 
nueva información sobre las 
acusaciones contra Peterson 
permitió a la universidad emitir 
una exclusión del campus.

“Recientemente, la Universidad 
recibió la información necesaria 
y crítica relacionada con la 
acusación que le permitió colocar 
a un investigador en licencia 
administrativa y emitir una 
exclusión del campus de acuerdo 
con las políticas de la UC y los 
contratos sindicales,” dijo. “La 
Universidad está cooperando 
plenamente con las fuerzas del 
orden público en su proceso de 
investigación mientras continúa 
con nuestra propia investigación 
interna.”

Un estudiante que había 
trabajado con Peterson dijo que 
se sentía decepcionado por la 
falta de transparencia en el lugar 
de trabajo.

“Creo que el Laboratorio VIU 
necesita alguna corrección, tanto 
en parte de la administración 
como del personal. Es necesario 
compartir una mayor cantidad 
de transparencia con todos los 
empleados,” dijo el estudiante.

Reyes le dijo al Nexus que 
la universidad continuará 
esforzándose por las mejores 
prácticas con respecto a sus 
respuestas a situaciones similares.

“La Universidad revisa 
continuamente sus procesos 
internos para determinar si hay 
formas de mejorar las respuestas 
dentro de las restricciones legales 
y políticas existentes,” ella dijo.

Investigador en licencia 
que presuntamente poseía 

pornografía infantil 
trabajó con estudiantes 
durante meses luego de 
cargos por delitos graves

Cuando escuché por primera 
vez que Pixar anunció la salida 
de una nueva película centrada 
alrededor de una niña china-
canadiense, pensé que sería un 
logro para la representación 
asiática en los medios. 

Debo admitir, fue difícil 
ocultar mi decepción después 
de descubrir que, de nuevo, la 
PDC (protagonista de color, 
como a mi gusta llamarlo) se 
transforma en otra entidad no 
humana durante una porcion 
significativa en su tiempo de 
aparicion en pantalla. ¿Por que 
Hollywood está obsesionado 
en convertir a personas de 
color en animales? 

Deberíamos celebrar 
“Turning Red.” Dirigida 
por Domee Shi, quien es 
destacada por su dirección 
en el cortometraje alegórico 
“Bao,” esta película sobresale 
como el primer largometraje 
de Pixar con una protagonista 
asiática. 

La inclusión de la 
construcción de un mundo 
centrado en Asia en películas 
animadas a lo largo de las 
últimas décadas es alentador. 
Sin embargo, dudo en celebrar 
estos hitos. Dichas victorias 

debieron haber pasado 
desde hace mucho tiempo - 
¿entonces porque ha pasado 
tanto tiempo? 

Qu ienes  t r aba jan 
incansablemente para traer 
a estos personajes a la vida 
merecen ser reconocidos. La 
presencia de la representación 
para comunidades marginadas 
en estas películas es una señal 
de progreso. El hecho de que 
este progreso incluso existe - 
en vez de que la representación 
sea la norma - es, sin embargo, 
intrínsecamente el resultado de 
los obstáculos en Hollywood 
iniciados por la perpetuación 
de estereotipos. Películas como 
“Turning Red” son cruciales 
para la representación asiática, 

pero su éxito se tambalea 
cuando consistentemente las 
películas siguen el patrón de 
dependencia sobre la imagen 
de individuos asiáticos y otros 
individuos de la comunidad 
BIPOC para el caso, como 
algo 100% humano. 

Inmediatamente, “La 
princesa y el sapo” viene a la 
mente. La primera princesa 
negra de Disney fue un sapo 
más que una princesa por 
la mayoría del tiempo en su 
propia película, “arrancada 
de sus cualidades humanas 
y haciéndola brincar como 
sapo frente a los espectadores 
más jóvenes y sus padres, 
quienes algunos se veían a sí 
mismos siendo representados 

como parte de las princesas 
de Disney por primera vez.” 
Kuzco, de la película “El 
emperador y sus locuras,” y 
Kenia, de la película “Tierra de 
osos,” son otros dos ejemplos 
de personajes quienes han 
caído en manos del mismo 
destino: el emperador inca se 
convierte en una alpaca, y el 
último niño inuit se convierte 
en un oso. Aún más reciente, 
la película de Pixar “Soul,” 
presenta a un pianista de 
jazz que se encuentra a sí 
mismo en la vida después de 
la muerte, repite el mismo 
patrón en el momento en 
que el protagonista negro 
se transforma en un gato de 
terapía por una porción de la 

película. 
Alguien me señaló sobre 

la posibilidad de que estos 
estudios de animación valoran 
el encanto y la alegre naturaleza 
de tener animales que hablan. 
Más allá de los protagonistas, 
las películas animadas para 
niños tienen un historial de 
incluir personajes secundarios 
de animales: Pascal, el 
camaleón en la película 
“Enredados”; Sebastian y 
Flounder, las criaturas del mar 
en “La sirenita”; y Gus y Jaq, 
los ratones en “La cenicienta.” 
Incluso la película “Valiente” 
sigue la misma transformación 
trágica de humano a animal 
cuando la madre de Mérida se 
convierte en un oso.  

No me malinterpreten; a mi 
me encanta un buen villano 
pavo real de Gary Oldman 
- especialmente uno que 
lamenta la cantidad de veces 
que tiene que “matar al mismo 
panda asqueroso.” A pesar de 
lo chisto que son las líneas, sin 
embargo, algunas veces quiero 
escucharlas desde el punto de 
vista de un humano, no de un 
pavo real.

“Turning Red” cuenta 
con un elenco y un equipo 
predominantemente asiáticos. 
Una cosa que la película sí 
hace bien es remitirse a las 
experiencias vividas como 

referencia para la construcción 
de la historia. A pesar de que 
algunos reseñadores han 
criticado que no se puede 
relacionar mucho con la 
película y que es muy angosta 
por motivo que la protagonista 
es una niña de 13 años, “el 
objetivo del cine es que te 
transporte dentro de la cabeza 
de alguien que nunca haz 
conocido para enseñarte algo 
sobre ti en el proceso. 

Un crítico de cine joven 
aplaude a “Turning Red” por su 
narración de la incomodidad e 
“incontrolable caos” que surge 
con el tema de la pubertad 
a través de los lentes de una 
adolencente china-canadiense. 

Dicho esto, la vida imita al 
arte - o tal vez el arte imita 
a la vida. De todas formas, 
es muy probable que Oscar 
Wilde esté de acuerdo con que 
la representación tiene poder. 

Nuestra percepción sobre 
nuestras vidas y sobre el 
mundo en el que vivimos está 
atada con el arte que creamos. 

Lo que vemos en pantalla 
puede afectar con un cambio 
en el modo que observamos a 
las comunidades asiáticas en 
la vida real. 

Para leer más busca nuestro 
artículo en la página web. 
h t t p s : //da i ly nex u s .com /
category/la-vista/

Turning Red me pone colorada 
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SPORTS
The reigning NBA champions, the 

Golden State Warriors, are in a 
strange situation as the heart and 

soul of their team, Draymond Green, 
punched his teammate Jordan Poole 

and Green has stepped away from 
the team.

Armchair QB

Men’s water polo has begun to put together 
an impressive win streak. On the other hand, 

men’s soccer has been in a lull drawing in 
two consecutive Big West matchups. 

UCSB Athletics
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Former UC Santa Barbara baseball 
pitcher Dillon Tate was nominated 
for the Roberto Clemente Award — 
one of the most prestigious awards in 
baseball — for extraordinary character, 
community involvement, philanthropy 
and positive contributions, both on 
and off the f ield. 

Each MLB team nominates one 
player with exceptional service to 
be the recipient of the award. Tate 
was nominated by the Baltimore 
Orioles for the work he’s done in the 
Baltimore community. 

Once each MLB team selects their 
recipients, a panel of dignitaries, 
including Commissioner Allan H. 
Selig, Roberto Clemente’s wife Vera 
Clemente and former Chairman 
and Chief Executive Off icer of John 
Hancock Financial Services David 
D’Alessandro, selects the national 
winner of the Roberto Clemente 
Award out of the 30 nominees through 
a majority vote. 

Tate was nominated for his 
work with the Baseball Academia 
foundation — a youth-orientated 
group looking to positively inf luence 
kids through the game of baseball 

and provide them with mentorship 
and role models. 

The national winner of the Roberto 
Clemente Award receives a trophy and 
a $25,000 donation in his name from 
John Hancock Financial Services to 
the charity of his choice. John Hancock 
also makes a $30,000 contribution in 
the name of the winner to Roberto 
Clemente Sports City in Puerto Rico.

Baseball fans can submit their 
votes for who they believe should be 
awarded. The fan favorite receives one 
vote for the award in addition to the 
votes of the panel of dignitaries.  
 Coming into the league, Tate often 
gave back to the local Baltimore 
community through his presence with 
the youth players. According to MLB.
com, growing up, Tate’s mom Lenora 
instilled the importance of paying it 
forward. 

“You have to give blessings in order 
to receive them,” Lenora said on   
MLB.com.  

In 2020, Tate was riding his bike 
through a park in West Baltimore 
when he came across a group of 7- 
and 8-year-old children learning the 
basics of baseball. Inspired, Tate, who 
was out due to injury at that time, 
continued to go back every Thursday 
to work with the kids. Wanting to 

make a difference, Tate hoped to make 
a difference by educating children 
about baseball and being a regular role 
model in their lives. 

Tate is now using his foundation 
Baseball Academia to expand on what 
he started in 2020.

According to MLB.com, currently, 
Tate hopes to educate children about 
setting goals and having a strong work 
ethic through the game of baseball.  
 While at UCSB, Tate racked up 
149.2 innings pitched with a career 
2.26 ERA, 158 strikeouts and 47 walks. 
He also received numerous awards 
such as the All-Big West First Team, 
D1Baseball.com Midseason Pitcher 
of the Year, Golden Spikes Award 
Semif inalist, Louisville Slugger All-
American, D1Baseball All-American 
and NCBWA All-American. 

Tate played at UCSB for three 
seasons, from 2013-2015, before being 
drafted fourth overall in the MLB 
draft by the Texas Rangers. 

After a year-long tenure with the 
Texas Rangers, Tate was traded to 
the New York Yankees and then the 
Baltimore Orioles. Tate made his MLB 
debut with the Orioles on July 29, 2019. 

Fan voting ends on Oct. 5, 2022 
and the award presentation is to be 
announced. 

The UC Santa Barbara women’s 
soccer team has had a lackluster 
start to the October portion of their 
schedule in an already suboptimal 
season. In the three games they have 
played this month, the Gauchos have 
tied against California State University 
Bakersf ield and UC San Diego, and 
lost to UC Davis. With these three 
results, the record for the women’s 
soccer team, which only has a single 
victory in the last eight games, has 
fallen to 2-7-6. The Gauchos will need 
to f ix their issues quickly if they want 
to match last year’s record of 8-9-3.

 In their f irst game of the month, 
UCSB traveled to Bakersf ield to take 
on the CSU Bakersf ield Roadrunners. 
Only a single goal was scored in the 
f irst half, courtesy of UCSB sophomore 
midf ielder/forward Krysten Vasquez. 
This was Vasquez’s f irst goal in her 
collegiate career. However, it would be 
the only goal the Gauchos scored in 
the match. In the second half, UCSB 
continued the pressure and was able 
to defend for large chunks of time. 
However, the Gauchos were unable 
to hold on, as they conceded a goal 
in the 75th minute to make the score 
1-1. This score would hold until the 
f inal whistle, ending the game in a tie. 
Senior goalkeeper Evann Smith made 
3 saves for the Gauchos in the 1-1 
game.

 Four days later, the UCSB 
women’s soccer team traveled 
back to Harder Stadium to take on 
another Big West rival — the UC 
San Diego Tritons. The Gauchos 
were committed to getting better 
offensive results, however, these 
efforts did not pay off. The Gauchos 
had 10 total shots in the game 
but were unable to capitalize on 
any of them, as they did not score 
the entire game. Luckily for UCSB, 
their goalkeeper Smith was at the 
top of her game, saving every goal 
attempt that came her way. With 
both goalkeepers playing quality 
soccer, the match ended in a 0-0 
draw. 

 In their most recent game, the 
Gauchos extended their two-game 
winless streak with a defeat to the 
UC Davis Aggies. The game was a 
defensive slugfest that saw a lot of 
physical play but not many goals. 
It was not until the 76th minute 
that the f irst goal of the match was 
scored. This goal, scored by UC 
Davis, would be the only one in 
the entire game, as UCSB lost by 
a score of 1-0. Although no goals 
were scored, Vasquez had the most 
offensive pressure for the Gauchos, 
contributing 3 shots, 1 of which was 
on goal.

 In their next game of the season, 
the UCSB women’s soccer team will 
travel to Fullerton to take on the 
CSU Fullerton Titans.

UCSB women’s soccer 
continues to struggle

The UC Santa Barbara 
men’s water polo team 
has entered a hot stretch 
of play in recent weeks as 
they began a promising 
season winning the f irst 
6 of 9 matches. Following 
the 6 wins, they went on 
to lose 6 of their next 
7 games, putting their 
overall record at 6-9 on 
the season. 

October was a sign of 
change, as the Gauchos 
followed a tough loss 
against the UC Berkeley 
by going on to win 4 
straight matches to date. 

Hosted in Riverside, 
California, the Gauchos 
were in the Lancer Joust 
Tournament, where they 
dominated Fresno Pacif ic 
University to begin the 
tournament.

This match showed 
how lethal the Gauchos’ 
attack could be if hitting 
on all cylinders, as it 
featured 11 dif ferent 
goal scorers in their 20-8 
victory. The man of the 
match was sophomore 
attacker Adam Gyenis, 
who managed to score 5 
goals. 

The Gauchos next 
match featured stif fer 

competition, with UCSB 
barely securing an 11-9 
win against Cuesta 
College. This was a 
frustrating match for 
the Gauchos because as 
they gained momentum 
throughout the match, 
Cuesta was able to rally 
back into the match on 
each occasion. UCSB led 
4-1 and 10-4 before Cuesta 
made it a 3-4 match early 
and 8-10 match in the 
fourth period. 

In their f inal exhibition 
of the Lancer Joust 
Tournament, the Gauchos 
came from behind to beat 
the University of Toronto 
16-12. The Gauchos got 
off on the wrong foot, 
falling behind 2-5 in the 
f irst period.

After an early third 
period goal to Toronto, 
UCSB was able to f lip 
the script the rest of the 
third quarter, gaining a 
12-11 lead headed into 
the fourth period. The 
hat-trick heroes lead the 
way for the Gauchos 
as sophomore defender 
Henry Allen, senior 
attacker Logan Sutter 
and senior driver Ryan 
Brosnan each netted 
at least 3 goals, with 
Brosnan getting 4. 

Their most recent 

victory in the four-game 
winning streak was a 9-6 
victory over a talented 
No. 10 ranked Loyola 
Marymount University. 
The UCSB of fense 
came alive early against 
LMU, getting out to a 
3-0 lead in the match. 
A trio of sophomore 
center Dash McFarland, 
senior attacker Colton 
Gregory, senior center 
James Oriskovich and 
redshirt freshman atacker 
Will Coons provided the 
scoring that would give 
the Gauchos a 4-1 lead 
headed into the second 
half. 

The third and fourth 
periods were dominated 
by the Gauchos having 
a 4-2 advantage, led by 2 
goals from Brosnan. LMU 
was also unable to gain 
success versus the UCSB 
senior goalkeeper Danny 
Roland, who made 15 
saves while allowing just 
3 to pass him. 

UCSB’s break against 
league play will continue 
as they go on to play 
Princeton University at 
home on Oct. 16 and 
an away game against 
UCLA on Oct. 20 before 
hosting their next league 
game versus UC Irvine on 
Oct. 22. 

      Preston Espar
      Sports Editor

      Garret Harcourt
      Sports Editor

Four-game win streak for UCSB men’s water polo

The Gauchos crowd the box while awaiting the inswinging corner kick. 

      Isaiah Ochoa
      Staff Writer

UCSB alum Dillon Tate nominated 
for MLB Roberto Clemente Award

Senior attacker Colton Gregory rises for the shot on goal.

Courtesy of UCSB Ice Hockey

UCSB alumnus Dillion Tate pitching for the Gauchos in 2015. 

Senior driver Ryan Brosnan attempts to block the attacker. Freshman attacker Leo Ohannessian’s shot.

Nexus File Photo
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Three hours with Isla Vista’s native son: Jack 

Johnson at the Santa Barbara Bowl
The warm, la id-back 

atmosphere of UC Santa Barbara 
was captured last week by 
university alumnus and singer-
songwriter Jack Johnson at his 
second night performance at the 
Santa Barbara Bowl. Johnson 
and the Meet the Moonlight 
Tour, accompanied by Ron Artis 
II and Thunderstorm Artis, 
landed in Santa Barbara on Oct. 
4 and 5. Fans across Southern 
California f locked to the Santa 
Barbara Bowl to get a taste 
of the soft-rock and acoustic 

goodness. Every seat was 
f illed, and the pit was packed 
with college students, married 
couples, f irst dates, best friends 
and families. Environmental 
awareness T-shirts and surf-
branded clothing speckled 
the crowd. Kids with noise-
softening headphones sat on 
fathers’ shoulders, and family 
friends sang with arms around 
each other. A man and his 
guitar, strumming to UCSB-
rooted lyrics, were on stage. No 
one was pushing, no one was 
shoving — just swaying to the 
music. 

The North Shore, O‘ahu 

native, in a blue T-shirt, black 
Levi’s and a pair of well-loved 
f lip f lops, kicked off his concert 
with his song “Mudfootball 
(For Moe Lerner).” His show 
coursed with wholesomeness as 
he introduced his band — Merlo 
Podlewski on bass, Zach Gill on 
piano, Adam Topol on drums — 
who he has been playing with 
for what seems like forever, 
some even during his college 
years.

The tour promoted his new 
album, “Meet the Moonlight,” 
and while he did play new 
songs such as “One Step 
Ahead” and “Costume Party,” 
his older songs from “Inaudible 
Melodies” and “In Between 
Dreams” were crowd favorites. 
Fans smiled ear-to-ear as 
Johnson began to pluck the 
f irst few chords to “Upside 
Down,” undoubtedly sparking 
childhood memories as the 
Curious George song played. ‘I 
love you’s were intermittently 
screamed, to which Johnson 
laughed and thanked them. He 
made comments on concert-
goers he had seen the night 
before. Two small girls sitting 
on shoulders at the front of the 
crowd seemed to be the favorite 
spectators of the night. 

The homey feeling was further 
planted in the show as Johnson 
shared heartwarming and 
funny stories behind some of 
his well-loved songs. “Inaudible 
Melodies,” originally about 
Bruce Lee, was written during 
his time at UCSB as an attempt 
to get an extension on a paper. 
His roommate, Chris Potter, 
told him to change “Slow down 
Bruce / You’re moving too fast” 
to “Slow down everyone / You’re 
moving too fast,” and that’s 
where the song stands today. 
Most of the song backgrounds 
are centered around his wife, 
Kim Baker, whom he met at 

UCSB. “Bubble Toes” mentions 
meeting her at the De La Guerra 
Dining Commons, and in “Do 
You Remember,” he admits to 
locking his bike to hers while 
running late to class. 

The concert would have been 
a night to remember even if 
Johnson had only played his 
own songs, but the experience 
was taken to the next level 
when he brought out his good 
friends from North Shore, Ron 
Artis II and Thunderstorm 
Artis, during the opening act 
to sing Bob Marley’s “Soul 
Shakedown Party” — a beautiful 
tribute to one of his songwriting 
inspirations. Some danced while 
others played instruments, and 
the crowd sang and grooved 
along to the reggae rhythm. 
Johnson also weaved together 
fan-favorite “Banana Pancakes” 
with Steve Miller Band classic 
“The Joker,” and the crowd 
buzzed with half-applause, 

half-excited laughter. The entire 
show was f illed with laughter. 

Johnson f inished the show 
on a warm and memorable 
note, but not before asking for 

audience requests. He joked 
about beating a curfew and 
trying to f it in as many songs as 
he could. Two more songs, but 
only half the amount of correct 
verses, were added to the show, 
and to the audience’s hopes and 

wishes, he ended with arguably 
his most popular song, “Better 
Together.” Arms linked, heads 
rested on shoulders, f ingers 
intertwined and smiles cracked 
as people sang together, soaking 
up the last three minutes and 27 
seconds of his show. 

 The f lip-f lop-wearing UCSB 
alum and musician left the crowd 
savoring the last few seconds of 
his show before throwing up 
a shaka and walking off stage. 
Fans responded with shakas 
of their own and funneled out 
of the Santa Barbara Bowl. 
The concert was a treat to 
experience and now lives on 
through pictures put up on 
refrigerators, tickets pinned 
to bulletin boards, videos 
circulating social media and 
newly discovered songs added 
to Spotify playlists. Santa 
Barbara will miss Johnson 
because, as he sang, “it’s always 
better when we’re together.”

Staff writer favorites: Fall albums to listen to  
“Because the Internet” by 

Childish Gambino:

At the beginning of my 
sophomore year of high school, 
I took a trip out east to visit 
my sister at college. I f lew to 
Massachusetts from my home 
state of Minnesota all alone. 
All I had with me was a little 
suitcase and a backpack filled to 
the brim with various notebooks, 
way too much stationary and 
an 800-page APUSH textbook. 
Although it wasn’t my first time 
f lying alone, in that moment I 
felt like the most mature teenager 
to ever walk through an airport 
gate. Playing through my earbuds 
was Gambino’s second studio 
album “Because the Internet,” my 
favorite album at the time. The 
album held a special place in 
my heart — a classmate of mine 
showed me “IV. Sweatpants” in 
middle school, and I also had 
my first kiss freshman year while 
“3005” played in the background. 
I let Gambino’s vocals fill my 
ears and past memories f lood 
my brain while walking through 
the airport and sitting in the 
backseat of a Lyft once I arrived 
in Massachusetts. I will always 
associate “Because the Internet” 
with my middle and high school 
years, and I frequently find myself 
seeking out those feelings during 
stressful times in college. My 
favorite track off the album is “III. 

Urn.” Gambino sings, “I watch 
‘em all pass by / The moon and 
the stars,” which brings me back 
to that safe feeling of looking 
up at the tall midwestern trees 
adorned with bright orange and 
yellow leaves.   

“Either/Or” by Elliott Smith:

If I had to name a singular artist 
who completely encapsulates 
the feeling of autumn in their 
music, I would name singer-
songwriter Elliott Smith without 
any hesitation. The longing for 
past warmth and simultaneous 
emotional preparation for the 
harsh cold are central feelings 
across all of Smith’s discography. 
As my third-favorite artist of all 
time, Smith has shaped such a 
huge part of my life and has also 
helped deepen my love of music. 
It’s hard to name my favorite 
Smith album, since all of them 
are 10/10s for me, but I do think 
“Either/Or” has to be my number 
one, just considering how much 
of an impact it has had on me. 
I started listening to this album 
at a very young age, unaware of 
Smith’s horribly tragic passing in 
2003. When I was older, I learned 
more about Smith and his struggles 
with mental health, finding great 
comfort in this. What a beautiful 
concept — a more or less damaged 
human who made art that 
greatly helped those struggling 
with similar issues. My favorite 
track off the album is “Angeles.” 
Smith’s guitar strumming on this 
track is unbelievable; one person 

commented on a Youtube video of 
Smith playing this song live, “It’s 
tough not to screw up a song this 
hard to play. The finger picking 
isn’t a problem as much as the 
sheer speed is.”

“Grace” by Jeff Buckley:

Easily one of my favorite 
albums of all time, “Grace” by 
Jeff Buckley is an album near and 
dear to my heart mainly because 
it is one I grew up listening to. 
I went to Catholic school for a 
greater portion of my pre-college 
years, and Buckley’s cover of 
Leonard Cohen’s breathtaking 
song “Hallelujah” was — strangely 
enough — played at my Catholic 
school every now and then, and 
I also listened to it many times in 
the car with my mom. I stumbled 
across other tracks on the album, 
such as “Lilac Wine” and “Lover, 
You Should’ve Come Over,” while 
perusing the different albums my 
family had purchased on Apple 
Music on my iPod touch. “Grace” 
reminds me of the fall season while 
at Catholic school. Buckley also 
reminds me of my mother who, 
along with my father, blessed me 
with so many great albums that 
I listened to when I was young. 
Being out of state and having a 
very close relationship with my 
parents, I search for any way to 
experience those safe feelings of 
home. My favorite track off the 
album is “Last Goodbye.” In fact, 
this track features my favorite 
instrumentals off the whole 
album. Buckley sings, “Was there 

a voice unkind in the back of your 
mind / Saying maybe you didn’t 
know him at all / You didn’t know 
him at all,” which always seems to 
bring me feelings of comfort and 
safety knowing that I’m not the 
only one who has been fooled by 
love once or twice.

“Chip Chrome & The Mono-
Tones” by The Neighbourhood:

I can easily say that “Chip 
Chrome & The Mono-Tones,” 
an album I listened to heavily 
last fall during the beginning of 
my freshman year of college, 
is my favorite album by the 
Neighbourhood (sorry not sorry). 
Although the fall quarter of my 

freshman year was not the easiest 
time in my life, I listened to some 
really great music, which definitely 
made up for the tough times. I had 
a math class section that ended 
at sunset, and one of my favorite 
memories was walking back to 
my dorm after my section ended 
listening to this album on repeat. 
Sometimes I wish I could relive 
my freshman year; I would’ve 
done a lot of things differently 
and become involved with more 
things, but then again, the whole 
point of freshman year is to figure 
out what you don’t like and don’t 
want to repeat. What I do know 
is that I am eternally grateful to 
have found an album such as this 
one to stick by my side during 

the rather tumultuous moments 
of the beginning of my first year 
of college. My favorite track off 
the deluxe version of the album 
is “Here We Go Again.” Lead 
singer Jesse Rutherford sings, 
“You say you want it to be great 
again / But it was never that way 
to begin with,” a jab at Donald 
Trump’s presidential slogan. 
Rutherford shared his thoughts 
on the political climate in the 
U.S. in an interview with Pigeons 
& Planes a month following the 
release of the album: “All we’re 
doing as a society now is pulling 
the curtain back, looking at all the 
gross bullshit behind it, and then 
staring at it and not knowing how 
to move forward from it.”

Stella Mullin
Reporter

Lorna Kruesel
Staff Writer
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Jack Johnson at his second night performance at the Santa Barbara 
Bowl.

Jack Johnson and the Meet the Moonllght Tour were accompanied by Ron Artis II and Thunderstorm 
Artis, which landed in Santa Barbara on Oct. 4 and 5. 
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Fans across Southern 
California flocked to 

the Santa Barbara 
Bowl to get a taste. 
of the soft-rock and 

acoustic guitars.” 

“
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

   Aivarey Sala� ����
�������������

    I can’t even use a pseudonym 
for this one, you little stinkers. 
There is no satire involved, even. 
This is just my sad fucking pity 
cry to my seniors from last year 
to come back. You just HAD to 
get admitted into this school 
when I was, like, a freshman in 
high school, didn’t you bastards.
 Everyday I speak with 
those who knew my newly 
found parental f igures longer 
than I. I feel like a fatherless 
child discovering information 
from the folks of their small 
hometown. Just the other day, 
I heard someone mention the 
name Grace, and I immediately 
ambushed them to see if they 
meant my former mother 
f igure, UCSB alumni, incredible 
director and wonderful actress, 
Grace Wilken. 
 “Dude, do you know how 
many people at this school 
are probably named Grace? 
Please fucking relax,” the once 
stranger, now mortal enemy of 

mine exclaimed to me. 
 I know what you’re thinking 
dear reader, “Aivarey, this isn’t 
even fucking funny. There is 
nothing relatable about this 
article.” And you’re right. You 
know what else literally is not 
funny? I am mourning the loss of 
my parents. There is absolutely 
no satire in this entire article. I 
am drinking a mint Yerba Mate 
and reminiscing about that time 
Matte offered me an energy 
drink, then immediately told 
me I took too long to reply and 
let me starve. 
 You know what happened 
to me Monday night, huh? 
My tonsil exploded. And you 
who didn’t drive me to the 
ER this time? Cyrus. I had 
to take an UBER that my 
MOTHER purchased me. You 
try talking to your Uber driver 
to explain your tonsil randomly 
split in half while at Carrillo 
Dining Commons. Yeah! Weird 
conversation to have! 
 I’m assuming alumni network 
shit is great and all, but I think 
what we really need is a support 

group for dumb little freshman 
who get attached to seniors. I 
literally could write a master’s 
thesis on this bullshit grief I am 
going through. In my 19 years 
of existence and deeply rooted 
trauma, nothing compares to 
this pain. At least my biological 
father left at age  so I don’t 
remember him! These three 
just thought it’d be a funny 
hehehaha to leave me now? 
When I remember like half of 
last year? So rude!
 If you read this absolutely 
not funny rant this far. Thanks. 
I really needed some ears during 
this all. Feel free to come spit in 
my face or something if you 
thought this would actually 
get funny at some point. It 
didn’t. The barista at Old Town 
Coffee just called Grace and I 
screamed, audibly. This is some 
PTSD shit for real.

 Aivarey Sala wants to wish 
Matte, Grace and Cyrus well on 
all their future endeavors and 
hopes they don’t feel too guilty after 
reading this tangent. :)

    �����������������
����������

 Do you ever feel like a failure? A 
recent study of UC Santa Barbara 
students shows that you may, in 
fact, be the only one feeling this 
way.
 “It is quite extraordinary how 
well in control of their lives the 
students of UCSB are!” chief 
author of the study and University 
of Pennsylvania professor George 
Papadopoulos said, practically 
beaming with joy. “I had no idea 
so many people in one university 
could feel so satisfied with their 
lives!”
 The study seems to indicate that 
practically everyone you vaguely 
know from class is capable of 
juggling excellent results in school, 
a decently paying job, fulfilling 
social lives and at least three gym 
shifts a week. An astounding, but 
not surprising, 75% had already 
lined up a high-end internship for 

the summer of 2024.
 “I think part of it is that 
everyone enters UCSB with a clear 
life plan in mind,” Papadopoulos 
told Nexustentialism. “Most people 
outside of UCSB do not decide 
upon a career before the age of 18, 
at which point they have already 

missed their chance to live a happy 
and successful life.”
 One of our Nexustentialism 
reporters caught up to Richard 
Shaver, a third-year economics 

major at UCSB and a respondent 
to the UPenn study, fresh from a 
lunch date at Campus Point. Shaver 
only had time for a brief interview.
 “I guess I am not surprised,” 
Shaver said with regard to the study 
results. “With the qualifications 
that everyone at this school has, I 
can’t imagine that anyone would 
be worried for the future.” 
 “Mr. Shaver, how is it possible 
for a person like yourself to have 
it all? How can you be so clever, 
good-looking, funny, athletic and 
successful?“
 “I get that question a lot, though 
not usually from UCSB students. I 
think it all comes down to waking 
up early in the morning, to just 
being yourself and to live, laugh 
and love.” 
 The interview was cut short, 
as Shaver had to catch his plane 
to New York for a sustainable 
development conference.

 Chris P. Shorts will see you in hell.
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   Some Bitch
����������������������

Isla Vista has been mourning 
the closure of one of its most 
beloved fast-casual eateries, 
Pizza My Heart. To cope, 
some have begun to speculate 
what will become of the now 
empty restaurant space. Here 
are our top 5 picks on what 
new business should replace 
the pizzeria. 

1.Bckpck 
I.V. does not have enough 

electric-scooter based delivery 
services. A new business, 
Bckpck, is hoping to cash in 
on this untapped market. Their 
employees will wear bright 
blue hoodies and the signature 
backpack as they make their 
deliveries. To ensure customer 
satisfaction, they will sing you 
a silly, little song when they’re 
at your door.

2. Costco Food Court
 Chicken-bake lovers rejoice! 

The world’s f irst stand-alone 
Costco Food Court might 

be making its way to town. 
Imagine the convenience of 
being able to buy a large $10 
pizza from several less blocks 
away. 

3. Yerbucks
 Let’s be real: Starbucks is 

overrated. The coffee is roasted 
too dark, and the energy reeks 
of 2011. You would much rather 
pick up a Yerba Mate at the I.V. 
Deli Mart and call it a day. But 
wait! How will you romanticize 
your study session without 
a pretentious cof fee shop 
environment? At Yerbucks, you 
can f inally enjoy a refreshing, 
fruity drink that doesn’t make 
you shit your pants without 
sacrif icing looking mysterious 
in public. With tropical decor 
and staff outf itted in overalls 
and bucket hats, this new Yerba 
cafe could be the perfect place 
to procrastinate your sociology 
reading.

4. Haaters
 After receiving complaints of 

oversexualing female waitresses, 
Hooters has decided to even 

the playing f ield by opening 
an all-male version. Haaters 
waiters are known for their 
rude attitudes and f lamboyant 
personalities. If you go, expect 
to be berated for your food, 
clothing and lifestyle choices. 
Whatever you do, don’t ignore 
the haaters, girly! They have 
mozzarella sticks.

5. Pizza My Lungs
To our great relief, Pizza My 

Heart is not gone for good. 
They are just busy rebranding as 
Pizza My Lungs, a combination 
pizzeria and hookah bar. The 
store offers tobacco by the hit 
so you don’t have to commit 
to the whole bowl. They don’t 
sell weed, but you can bring 
your own if you slip a nug in 
the tip jar. 

 We are excited for one of 
these new businesses to be 
joining the I.V. environment. 
No matter which it is, its 
predecessor will always have a 
piece of our heart.

Some Bitch can’t outpizza the 
Hut.
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85% of respondents consistently 
scored full marks on exams

90% were extremely 
satisfied with their love life, 

with another 9% identifying 

as aromantic

99% claimed they were
“extremely satisfied with life”
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On the Menu

Oyster mushroom faux chicken tenders
    Chace Duma
    On The Menu Co-Editor    

 I’m trying to eat less meat. 
About a year ago, I tried to go 
vegan for a week and it didn’t go 
too well. However, just because 
veganism didn’t work doesn’t 
mean I’m eating a steak at every 
meal. I’m still making an effort to 
eat less meat, for personal health 
reasons and, mainly, the health of 
our planet. According to analysis 
by the Chatham House, eating 
less meat is essential to curbing 
climate change, which makes 
complete sense when considering 
that global greenhouse gas 
emissions from animal-based 
foods are twice those of plant-
based foods.
 Beyond the impact going 
meatless once or twice a 
week will have on our planet, 
I’ve found that pushing myself 
to eat more plant-based meals 
requires me to be more creative 
in the kitchen, which is always a 
welcome challenge. This recipe 
for oyster mushroom tenders is 
no exception! It’s a delicious (and 
cheaper) replacement for your 
classic chicken tenders. It’s way 
easier, too, with no fussing over 
whether your chicken is cooked 

or not! Bread the mushrooms, 
throw them in the oil until they’re 
perfectly golden brown, let them 
cool, then dig in! 

Ingredients:
• 2 pounds oyster mushrooms
• 1 cup f lour
• 2 tablespoons smoked paprika
• 1 teaspoon turmeric
• 1 teaspoon ginger powder
• 1 teaspoon garlic powder
• 1 tablespoon black pepper
• 2 teaspoons salt
• 1 teaspoon MSG (optional)
• ½ can coconut milk
• ½ cup neutral-f lavored oil

Directions:
1. Pour oil into a saucepan and 

heat over medium-high heat. 
Set aside a baking sheet with 
a rack or a paper towel inside. 

2. Combine f lour, paprika, 
turmeric, ginger powder, 
garlic powder, black pepper 
and salt in a large bowl.

3. Pour the coconut milk 
into a separate bowl. You 
might need to microwave 
it (or otherwise heat it up) 
to dissolve any solidif ied 
coconut fat. 

4. Separate your oyster 
mushrooms, cutting any 

pieces that are too big for 
your pot into smaller strips.

5. Dip each piece of mushroom 
into the milk, then coat it 
in the f lour mixture. Repeat 
this process one more time, 
making sure as much of the 
mushroom is as covered as 
possible. 

6. Fry the mushrooms in the oil 
until golden brown, f lipping 
once to make sure they’re 
evenly browned. 

7. Transfer the f inished oyster 
mushrooms to the baking 
sheet and immediately 
sprinkle with salt. Let them 
cool, then enjoy!

If you’re feeling like adding another 
layer of f lavor (not that these need 
it), feel free to dip your mushroom 
nuggets into ketchup, soy sauce or 
one of your other favorite dipping 
sauces. They’re delicious on their 
own; I was eating them so quickly 
I didn’t even consider a dip. If 
you’re looking to reduce your 
meat intake, add this recipe to 
your “quick weeknight dinners” 
list or just do something with 
that bunch of oyster mushrooms 
you bought at the farmers market 
because of how pretty they 
looked, this is a delicious option! 

 New restaurants, notable closures and food 
news in and around I.V.

Kick off soup season with a cozy bowl of 
broccoli soup

    Stephanie Gerson
    On The Menu Co-Editor    

 Santa Barbara’s food scene 
is unique and ever changing. 
Operating a restaurant during 
the pandemic is no easy task; 
supply chain issues, rent 
increases, staff ing shortages and 
inf lation are just some of the 
challenges restaurant owners 
currently face. The ongoing 
pandemic has drastically altered 
the area’s offerings, resulting 
in the closure of some beloved 
establishments. However, these 
closures also make room for 

new and inventive restaurants, 
breathing a new life into areas 
of Santa Barbara, Goleta and 
Isla Vista. 
 Isla Vista’s Pizza My Heart 
shuts its doors
One of I.V.’s three pizzerias 
permanently closed its only 
Southern California location 
in August, most likely due to 
expensive rent prices in Santa 
Barbara County. Pizza lovers 
will now have to choose between 
Woodstock’s and Domino’s 
to get their f ix. There are no 
signs of new development in the 
restaurant space at this time.

 Checo’s opens in Isla Vista
I.V.’s new taco shop held their 
grand opening on Oct. 1. The 
opening day drew a large crowd 
of hungry students who sold 
out the restaurant by the end 
of the day. Read an interview 
with the owner and learn more 
about Checo’s menu and story 
by reading the article from La 
Vista, our Spanish section. 
 Oat Bakery to open second 
location in Old Town Goleta
Oat Bakery announced via 
Instagram that they will be 
opening a second location in Old 
Town Goleta at 231 Magnolia 

Ave. The bakery already has a 
location on West Haley St. in 
downtown Santa Barbara. Their 
new location will have a new 
lunch menu, pizza oven and 
more room for sit-down dining 
and possible collaborations 
with other local businesses. The 
owner Louise Ulrich shared 
that their estimated opening 
date is sometime in November. 
 Harbor & Seafood Festival 
returns on Oct. 15
After two years, the Santa 
Barbara Harbor & Seafood 
Festival returns to the Santa 
Barbara Harbor Waterfront. The 

daylong event will include live 
musical performances and, of 
course, lots and lots of seafood. 
Booths along the harbor will 
sell paella, f ish tacos, fresh f ish 
and more. The festival is a great 
opportunity to appreciate the 
work of local f ishermen all while 
enjoying the freshest catch. 
 Indulge in ghost stories 
and drinks during the 
Creepy Cocktail Crawl on 
Oct. 14 and 21
Get tickets now for a paranormal 
beverage crawl in downtown 
Santa Barbara. Your guide will 
share spooky stories in between 

stops at Santa Barbara’s best 
known bars and restaurants. 
Visitors can choose to make 
two or three stops for cocktails 
during the tour. 
 Thai Bistro replaces TAP 
Thai Cuisine on State Street
Thai Bistro recently opened 
at 3130 State St. in the space 
previously occupied by TAP 
Thai Cuisine, a multi location 
Thai restaurant with a location 
on Hollister Ave. in Goleta. The 
restaurant’s menu features Thai 
favorites including pad thai and 
panang curry as well as a Thai 
Street Food menu. 

  Abigail Monti
   Staff Writer    

 Last week’s foggy weather 
ushered in autumn, meaning 
different things for different 
people. Whether it means 
rewatching “Gilmore Girls,” 
ordering pumpkin spice lattes or 
searching up Halloween costume 
ideas, fall has plenty of cozy 
things in store. For me, it signals 
the start of my favorite time 
of year: soup season. Tomato, 
Italian wedding, clam chowder, 
butternut squash — you name it, I 
love it.  
 But I can’t deny that broccoli 
soup has a special place in 
my heart. There’s something 
inherently comforting about the 
earthy, cheesy f lavors. I grew 
up stopping by Panera Bread 
after winter soccer games for a 
quick cup of soup to warm me 
up. Unfortunately for Isla Vista 
residents, the closest Panera is 
about 40 miles away in Ventura, 
meaning it’s up to you to recreate 
their classic cup of broccoli 
cheddar. Luckily, my mom’s 
broccoli soup recipe is here to 
save the day. While it’s not a total 
replica of Panera’s hit recipe, the 
twist of Gruyère and nutmeg, 
dare I say, puts it over the top.

 As an added bonus, this easy 
recipe packs in two types of 
vegetables. And if you hate 
broccoli, try swapping it out with 
caulif lower. Either way, the next 
time your parents call, you can 
make them proud and say you’ve 
actually eaten a vegetable in the 
past 24 hours. 

Broccoli Soup
Total Time: 1 hour, 10 minutes 
Servings: 4

Ingredients: 
• ¼ cup butter
• ½ cup diced onions
• ¼ cup f lour
• 2 cups half-and-half 
• 3 cups chicken broth
• 1 large broccoli crown, diced
• 1 cup carrots, shredded
• ½ cup shredded cheddar 

cheese
• ½ cup shredded Gruyère 

cheese
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon pepper
• ¼ teaspoon nutmeg

Directions:
1. In a large stock pot, melt 2 

tablespoons of butter over 
low heat. Whisk in f lour to 
form a roux until the mixture 
is smooth. 

2. Slowly add half-and-half and 
chicken broth to the roux, 
mixing frequently. Simmer 
for around 20 minutes. 

3. In a small skillet, brown the 
onions in the remaining 2 
tablespoons of butter. 

4. When the cream mixture is 
f inished simmering, add the 
browned onions, carrots 
and broccoli. Simmer for 
another 20 minutes, stirring 
intermittently.

5. Mix in salt, pepper and 
nutmeg. 

6. If you want to achieve the 
characteristic green color, let 
the soup cool, then blend 
until puréed. If you prefer a 
more rustic soup, skip this 
step. 

7. Return to heat and mix in the 
cheese. Serve immediately!

The next time you f inish a long 
day of classes and bike rides 
in the cold, warm yourself up 
with a cozy blanket and a cup 
of soup. I am definitely a part 
of the soup-and-grilled-cheese-
combo fan club, but if you’re 
feeling lazy, a slice of crusty 
bread is also perfect for dipping. 
Then all you need is your favorite 
nostalgic TV show, and you’ll 
achieve perfect fall vibes. 

This recipe is a delicious (and cheaper!) replacement to your classic chicken tenders. 

CHACE DUMA / DAILY NEXUS

As an added bonus, this soup packs in two types of vegetables!
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COURTESY OF FIREFLY

	 Anaya	Khan
	 Emma	Holm-Olsen
	 Asst.	Science	Editors

Bye-Bye Bias 
 Methods of data collection 
are required in order to conduct 
many research studies and social 
experiments. Multiple price lists, 
for example, are a procedure that 
helps researchers determine an 
individual’s desire and willingness 
to purchase products or services of 
use. This process asks participants 
to f ill out a table comparing an 
object to its price, where they 
then mark “yes” or “no,” indicating 
whether or not they would buy the 
product. 
 While this method is a simple 
procedure, there is evidence of 
bias and high error rates. Choice 
patterns, including “multiple 
switching” and “never switching,” 
have the capacity to further skew 
the results of such experiments. 
These effects are made apparent by 
a South African choice experiment 
that revealed discrepancies in 
subject preferences as a result of 
order changes. 
 In order to combat the often 
incorrect conclusions, UC Santa 
Barbara researcher B. Kelsey 
Jack worked in conjunction with 
Kathryn McDermott and Anja 
Sautmann from Cape Town, 
South Africa and the Development 
Economics Research Group of the 
World Bank to propose a new 
method of data collecting. Their 
model uses a combination of 
random-effect latent utility and 
random approach models that 
would eradicate the error and 
bias from the data. This two-part 

approach randomizes the order by 
which the prices are shown to the 
participants in order to account for 
the possibility of choice pattern. 
 The latent utility model is scaled 
appropriately in accommodation 
of inconsistencies and dominated 
choices. 
 This process fur ther 
eliminates the selection bias that 
commonly arises in this form 
of experimentation. Further 
development of this project paves 
the way for more accurate research 
studies and better understanding 
for relevant economical and 
scientif ic analysis, including the 
explanation of treatment effects 
and insight about welfare. 

Defining Deforestation
 While it is generally understood 
that agriculture is largely 
responsible for global deforestation, 
there are several forms of 
agricultural development which 
have varying levels of impact on 
forest ecosystems. 
 A team of scientists from all 
over the world, including UCSB 
environmental studies professor 
Robert Heilmayr, has striven to 
shed light on the breakdown of 
deforestation due to these different 
phenomena. The foremost way 
in which we usually perceive 
agriculture contributing to 
deforestation is by direct causes 
such as forest clearing for pastures 
and plantations of crops such as 
palm oil, soy and coffee. 
 However, despite causes like 
these making up the majority (~90-
99%) of tropical deforestation, the 
researchers found that, surprisingly, 
only about half of that land is 
actually converted into “productive 

agricultural land.”
 In their paper, they include 
a graphic that expresses that a 
signif icant portion of deforestation 
is due to secondary effects which 
may ultimately lead to that land 
being abandoned. Such effects 
include: crop booms and busts, land 
speculation, low suitability of land 
and/or inadequate management, 
and even f ires spreading from 
other areas of land clearing. 
 Additionally, they found that 
approximately a third of agriculture 
encroachment into forests is 
consumer driven (in producer 
countries). Some examples of high-
demand exports they list in the 
paper are beef and cereal products, 
which they state account for the 
majority of deforestation across 
Africa. Of course the full extent 
of deforestation and its causes 
are still not fully understood, but 
this team’s research and analysis 
of existing data provide valuable 
insight into the topics of land use 
and environmental degradation, as 
well as provide solid groundwork 
for future studies. 

Into the Light
 A team of researchers has recently 
discovered new details in the 
visual mechanisms of Drosophila. 
It has been documented that upon 
exposure to light, photoreceptors 
in the eye stimulate a cascade of 
events, ultimately leading to the 
generation of lipids that stimulate 
an inf lux of calcium ions through 
the TRP and TRPL cation channel. 
However, the exact lipids that were 
produced in response to the light 
were unknown. 
 In order to determine which 
lipids opened the ion channels, they 

s e t 
up an 
exper
i m e n t 
in which 
groups of f lies were 
placed in the dark and the 
light, and whose lipids were then 
analyzed after exposure to light.  
The team, including UC Santa 
Barbara molecular, cellular, and 
developmental biology researchers 
Takaaki Sokabe, Avinash 
Chandel and Craig Montell, 
identif ied the endocannabinoids 
– molecules produced by the 
body (as opposed to those found 
in cannabis compounds) that 
play roles in regulating various 
metabolic processes – that took 
part in triggering the cation 
channels. Additionally, the authors 
asserted that since Drosophila 
lacks cannabinoid receptors 
that are homologous to those in 
mammals, TRP and TRPL must 
be the endogenous (produced by 
the body) receptor equivalents for 
endocannabinoids in Drosophila. 
 The f indings of this research 
are signif icant, as they shed light 
on the already well-known and 
well-studied complex eye structure 
of Drosophila, while the broader 
implications are signif icant due to 
the importance of organisms being 
able to use their senses to better 
understand their environment and 
make educated choices based on 
the information they obtain.

Looking back 
from Campus Point

Nexus File Art



Thursday, October 13, 2022 Daily Nexus12 Opinion

OPINION

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Queso blanco

Soggy fajita veggies

Limp romaine lettuce shreds

Two strands of cheese

Carnitas

Roasted chili-corn salsa

Seven pinto beans

Overcooked chicken

Three XL scoops of sour cream

Sofritas

White rice

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES

FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Garlic guajillo steak

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The signs as Chipotle ingredients

Vote YES on Prop. 1: Even California 
needs a constitutional amendment to 
protect reproductive freedom

OUTSIDE 
OPINION
	 Joan Hartmann
 Gregg Hart
	 Outside	Contributors

This past June, the Conservative majority on the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned the nearly 50-year, 
precedent-setting 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that 
established the constitutional right to privacy including 
the right to an abortion. In response, legislators from 
both political parties in the California Legislature 
moved to add Proposition 1 to the upcoming Nov. 8 
ballot. The Supreme Court’s action returned abortion 
to states to regulate. Prop 1 is a constitutional 
amendment that would codify the right to reproductive 
freedom in the California constitution. Even in 
California, we need a constitutional amendment to 
protect reproductive freedom and we urge you to vote 
yes on Prop 1.

In accordance with an overwhelming majority of 
Americans, we unequivocally believe that private and 
personal medical decisions should remain between 
patients and their health care providers and that 
doctors and nurses should not be threatened with 
legal or criminal penalties for providing basic health 
care to patients. Whether, when and who to have 
a child with are the most intimate and personal 
decisions people make and the government should not 
insert itself into such choices.

California has long been recognized as a state 
supportive of reproductive rights with strong individual 
privacy protections. Our state legalized abortion prior 
to Roe with the Therapeutic Abortion Act signed 
into law by Governor Ronald Reagan in 1967. But the 
right to obtain an abortion is not explicitly enshrined 
in our state constitution, rather it exists in statute. 
In overturning Roe, Justice Samuel Alito opined 
that the right to privacy does not exist within the 
U.S. constitutional framework. Given that so many 
of our basic rights, freedoms and individual liberties 
are predicated on the right to privacy — now under 
activist judicial threat — we must act to enshrine basic 
rights into our state constitution to help ensure that 
they cannot be taken away from us. In California only 
a majority of voters, not legislators, can amend our 
state constitution.

Passage of Prop 1 means that politicians, now or in 
the future, cannot deny or interfere with reproductive 
freedoms without a majority vote of the people of 
California. This very state constitutional mechanism 
is what the voters of Kansas valiantly rallied to protect 
earlier this summer when anti-abortion activists tried 
to usurp the power of regulating abortion out of the 
state constitution and put it into the hands of zealous 
conservative politicians, with the goal of outlawing 
abortion. Voters overwhelmingly rejected this effort 
and abortion remains legal in Kansas. 

Abortion is a personal decision and people should 

be able to make private medical decisions with their 
health care providers without political interference. 

Prior to Roe, abortion was illegal throughout much 
of the country. The dismantling of Roe leaves the 
U.S. with a chaotic web of rules and regulations, that 
zealous conservative politicians will continue to work 
to erode. Many seek to outlaw abortion altogether. 
But across the U.S. voters are revolting and turning 
out in unprecedented numbers to protect abortion 
at the ballot box. Recognizing this, extreme GOP 
Senator Lindsey Graham introduced legislation for a 
nationwide abortion ban in the Senate last month.

More than a dozen states already have full abortion 
bans in place forcing thousands of pregnant individuals 
to travel to California, including to the Central Coast, 
for care. Our state is a symbol of compassion, hope 
and progress and we have a moral obligation to help 
people access the basic health care they need.

Prop 1 protects the most vulnerable. Research 
suggests that the health of pregnant individuals is put 
at risk without the right to choose whether or not to 
carry a pregnancy to term or choose to safely end a 
pregnancy. The U.S. already has the highest maternal 
death rate among industrialized nations globally. 
Maternal deaths are disproportionately concentrated 
among people with low incomes and among people of 
color — with Black Americans three times more likely 
to die during childbirth than white Americans.

Currently, one in four of those who can become 
pregnant in the U.S. will obtain an abortion by the 
age of 45 and a majority of those in the U.S. who 
obtain abortions have already given birth. Studies 
show that the choice to plan, delay and space 
births greatly increases U.S. women’s opportunities, 
workforce participation and wages, and attainment 
of a college education. Individuals should retain the 
freedom to decide how to best live their lives and plan 
their families.

As political leaders, we must do all we can to protect 
and advance the rights of those who we represent, 
this includes ensuring abortion is legal and accessible 
and that important health care decisions are left to 
individuals and their health care providers. We can 
achieve this by voting YES on Prop 1.

 
The views and opinions expressed are those of Joan 

Hartmann and Gregg Hart as individuals and do not 
necessarily ref lect the views or positions of the entities 
they represent. For identification purposes only, Joan 
Hartmann is elected to the Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors representing the Third District and Gregg Hart 
is elected to the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors 
representing the Second District and is a current candidate 
for the State Assembly, District 37.

13+ U.S. 
STaTES havE 
fUlly baNNED 
abOrTION.1

1 NEw yOrk TImES
2 COmmONwEalTh fUND

49 yEarS havE 
gONE by SINCE rOE 
v. waDE waS PUT 
INTO EffECT.

23.8 DEaThS 
PEr 100,000 IN 
ThE U.S., ThE 
hIghEST maTErNal 
mOrTalITy 
raTE amONg 10 
hIgh-INCOmE 
COUNTrIES.2

x3 hIghEr 
PrEgaNCy-
rElaTED 
mOrTalITy raTE 
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amErICaNS ThaN 
whITE amErICaNS2

RUHIKA NANDY /  DAILY NEXUS


