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The passage of California 
Assembly Bill 524 — the 
Campus-Recognized Sorority 
and Fraternity Transparency 
Act — will require all campus-
recognized fraternities and 
sororities on California college 
campuses to submit information 
and data on their organization’s 
practices and activities as of July 
1, 2023. 

For Alia Sky, current Students 
Against Sexual Assault (SASA) 
H.E.R. Director and former 
UC Santa Barbara external vice 
president of statewide affairs and 
UCSB SASA vice president, the 
bill has been two years in the 
making. 

“I happened to be there at the 
beginning, and this bill really 
started off in its infancy,” she 
said. “Myself and some other 
members of SASA at the time 
conceived the bill with a very 
different idea.” 

The bill, signed into law 
on Sept. 13 and authored by 
Assemblymember Freddie 
Rodriguez, maintains that 
organizations will report the 
location, date and time of any 
sanctioned event, their current 
conduct and recognition status, 

the number of citations or 
disciplinary actions a chapter 
received, the addresses and 
events where the misconduct 
occurred, grade-point averages, 
total money fundraised and 
community service hours 
completed, among other data. 

Universities are responsible for 
compiling and maintaining the 
information on their Greek life 
website homepage and emailing 

a copy of the report through a 
campus-wide email by Oct. 1, 
2023, according to the bill. 

The bill was co-sponsored by 
the SASA nonprof it — which 
has local chapters on the UC 
Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz 
campuses — and the University of 
California Student Association. 

At UCSB, the United 
Fraternity and Sorority Council, 
the Professional Fraternity 

Council, the Interfraternity 
Council and the Collegiate 
Panhellenic Sorority Council 
will be impacted by the new 
bill, none of whom responded to 
the Nexus’ multiple requests for 
comment on its implementation. 

Currently, the Greek Life 
website reports that there are 
approximately 50 campus-
recognized Greek-lettered 
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A researcher in UC Santa 
Barbara’s psychological & brain 
sciences department was arrested 
in June and charged in July with 
possession or control of child 
pornography, demarcated as a 
serious, violent and registerable sex 
offense felony. 

Three months after his arrest, 
Matthew Peterson is still employed 
by UCSB as a researcher, UCSB 
Public Relations Manager Kiki 
Reyes told the Nexus in an email, 
saying that the university was aware 
of the allegations made against him.

Child sex abuse material was found 
via a successfully executed warrant 
by the UC Police Department and 
Santa Barbara Sheriff ’s Office on 
Peterson’s UC-issued laptop on June 
29, according to a summary of 
the police activities from the Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff ’s office and 
published in Coastal View News.

Court records obtained by the 
Nexus state that the material was in 
Peterson’s possession “on or about 
and between January 1, 2020 and 
June 29, 2022.” 

“We can confirm that he is a 
researcher who is employed as an 
academic appointee but that we 
cannot comment on personnel 
matters. He does not teach any 
classes,” Reyes said in her statement 
to the Nexus. 

“The University is aware of the 
allegations involving this researcher 
and cannot comment further on 
any specific details,” she said. 
“Generally, when such reports 
are disclosed to any University 
official or mandated reporter, the 
information is forwarded to the Title 
IX office for review and response 
under the University’s Sexual 
Violence and Sexual Harassment 
Policy. The University will respond 
appropriately under this policy and 

associated procedures.”
In July 2020, UCSB received a 

$157,196 grant from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) to 
investigate how various groups 
recognize and encode faces over 
the course of three years. Peterson 
served as principal investigator on 
the project, along with co-principal 
investigator UCSB psychological 
& brain sciences professor Miguel 
Eckstein, who declined to comment 
on the allegations against his 
research partner.

The research examined three 
different populations: adults 
between ages 18 and 50, adults 
with developmental prosopagnosia 
and children between ages 5 and 
17. The research investigators set 
out to examine children’s behaviors 
as they age over the course of 
the study, according to the initial 
project abstract. UCSB declined to 
state whether Peterson interacted 
with any of the children that may 
have taken part in the study, and 
whether or not the research project 
is continuing following Peterson’s 
arrest.

Staff Associate for Strategic 
Communications at NSF Jason 
Stoughton confirmed the research’s 
award end date is still set for Aug. 
31, 2023, and declined to provide 
further detail.

Research Integrity Specialist 
Melissa Warren and Human 
Subjects Specialist Rebeca Lopez, 
who both serve on the Research 
Integrity team at the UCSB Office 
of Research, declined to provide 
any information about the research 
Peterson was undertaking, or 
whether he interacted with any 
human subjects over the course of 
his research.

The UCSB Police Department 
did not respond to multiple requests 
for comment. 

Peterson, along with his criminal 
defense attorney Sanford Horowitz, 
did not respond to multiple requests 
for comment.
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UC Santa Barbara 
postdoctoral researcher Mariya 
Romanova’s hometown Kharkiv 
was one of the f irst cities to 
be targeted during the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine in early 
2022, leaving her family and 
thousands of others in peril. 
She recalled feeling shocked 
and helpless as she watched the 
subsequent news coverage of 
the destruction that followed 
throughout the nation.

She wasn’t the only one who 
felt powerless in the situation. 
At the American Physical 
Society conference in March, 
Romanova met a number of 
other scholars with family and 
friends in Ukraine, wishing 
they could do more to help. 

“I met many Ukrainians who 
were just like me — shocked 
by the situation — and we felt 
helpless, guilty that we were far 
away from home,” Romanova 
said. “We couldn’t actually be 
there and help them in person, 
so we decided to be one to do 
something for Ukraine.” 

Together, Romanova and her 
colleagues formed Scholars for 
Ukraine, a nonprof it group of 
Russian and Ukrainian scholars 
from universities across the 
U.S. that provides humanitarian 
aid to those on the frontlines 
of war-af fected areas in 
Ukraine. Each member has a 
close personal connection with 
someone who stayed in the 
country to volunteer and help 
with the organization’s efforts. 

The organization currently 
supports four small volunteer 
groups stationed in the most 
war-affected areas of Ukraine: 
Station Kharkiv, Dnipro Fund, 

Uniting for Ukraine and Rotary 
Club Kharkiv “New Level.” 
Through fundraising ef forts, 
Scholars for Ukraine helps 
provide resources for these 
groups to distribute food and 
medical supplies, mobilize 
doctors and provide assistance 
to refugees. 

These groups have played 
a vital role in providing 
assistance during the war due 
to the locality of their position, 
according to Romanova. This 
allowed them to provide near-
immediate services to the active 
areas in conf lict. 

“This is speci f ica l ly 
humanitarian aid by small 
organizations at places that 
are really hard to reach. 
They’re really on the frontline,” 
Romanova said. “This is kind 
of the niche we are feeling 
because large organizations are 
there obviously, but they’re not 
always [able to] quickly deliver 
at the frontline.”

Over the summer, Scholars for 
Ukraine was able to raise $12,000, 
according to Romanova. The 
funds were evenly distributed 
between the volunteer groups, 
which supplied families with 
groceries, donated to hospitals 
and provided medical supplies.

Their most recent fundraiser 
was a School Supply Drive for 
children in Ukraine, which 
provided essential back-to-
school supply kits for kids in 
Kharkiv, including backpacks, 
notebooks and pencils.

“When you have to choose 
between to buy bread or to 
buy a notebook for your child, 
obviously when you’re surviving, 
the priority is not learning,” 
Romanova said. “As scholars, 
we believe that education is 

important even when the war is 
going on.”

The fundraiser lasted from 
Sept. 1-14 and raised over 
$4,000 for this ef fort — the 
equivalent of over 150 supply 
kits for children. 

The organization’s next project 
hopes to provide assistance to 
refugees  currently f leeing from 
the Donetsk Oblast, the most 
active area of the war, with 
backpacks of basic necessities 
like blankets, f lashlights and 
hygienic products. According to 
Romanova, around 20 families 
arrive in the city of Dnipro from 
the Donetsk region daily with 
nearly nothing in possession. 

“The backpack will include 
[basic necessities] for people 
who are leaving their house 
with nothing on their hands,” 
Romanova said. “You just take 

these people, and you need to 
feed them for several days until 
they arrive to their destination.” 

For as long as the war persists, 
Scholars for Ukraine will 
continue their efforts to provide 
aid and increase outreach to 
keep others informed of the 
events in Ukraine. Romanova, 
being the only representative 
involved with the organization 
at UCSB, said it can be diff icult 
to constantly remind people 
of these tragedies, especially 
when they’re so far detached 
from the events. However, for 
those in areas of aggression, it’s 
become a part of their everyday 
lives.

“It’s diff icult to continuously 
remind people. People get tired. 
‘It’s normal,’” Romanova said. 
“If people just forget and walk 
away, we cannot stop it.”
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Universities are responsible for compiling and maintaining the information on their Greek life website 
homepage and emailing a copy of the report through a campus-wide email by Oct. 1, 2023, according to 
the bill. 

Screenshot from State Assembly Meeting 

Court records obtained by the Nexus state that the material was in 
Peterson’s possession “on or about and between January 1, 2020 and 
June 29, 2022.” 

Nexua File Photo
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Romanova said. “You just take away, we cannot stop it.”

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Greek p. 5



Thursday, September 22, 2022 Daily Nexus2 News

Editor in Chief | Atmika Iyer
Managing Editor | Emily Kocis
Production Editor | Daniela Gomez
Production Coordinator | Olive 
Howden
Lead News Editor | Holly Rusch
Deputy News Editor | Sindhu 
Ananthavel
Community Outreach Editor | Asumi 
Shuda
County News Editor | Nisha Malley
Asst. News Editor | Mark Alfred
Data Editor | Stella Jia
Opinion Editor | Toni Shindler-Ruberg
Sports Editors | Garret Harcourt, 
Preston Espar
Artsweek Editor | Marisol Cruz
Asst. Artsweek Editor | Isabella 
Chichioco
On The Menu Editors | Chace Duma,
Stephanie Gerson
Science Editor | Devanshi Tomar

do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Daily Nexus, UC 
Santa Barbara, its faculty or 
student body. Advertising 
printed herein is solely for 
informational purposes. Such 
printing is not to be construed 
as a written or implied 
sponsorship, endorsement 
or investigation of such 
commercial enterprises or 
ventures by the Daily Nexus. 

Corrections Policy: To call 
an error to the attention of 
the editor in chief, send a 
written statement detailing the 
correct information to eic@
dailynexus.com. The Daily 
Nexus publishes all corrections 
of errors.

Readers interested in 
submitting a piece to the 
opinion section should do 
so by emailing opinion@
dailynexus.com with the 
subject line “Article for 
Outside Opinions.” All op-ed 
submissions are subject to 
edits by the editorial staff. 
Articles should be between 
800-1200 words. The Daily 
Nexus will not publish press 
releases or pieces that 
solely serve to advertise an 

“The weirdest person on my fuck-et list is 
the carillion player.”

Contact Us
News Office:
Phone: (805) 893-2691
Email: eic@dailynexus.com

Advertising Office: 
Phone: (805) 893-3828 
Fax: (805) 893-2789

University of California, Santa Barbara 
PO Box 13402 UCEN
Santa Barbara, CA 93106

Additional contact information for individual 
sections and editors can be found at 
www.dailynexus.com.

NEXUSDAILY
www.dailynexus.com

Asst. Science Editors | Anaya Khan, 
Emma Holm-Olsen
Photo Editor | Sydney Haupt 
Asst. Photo Editor | Maddy Fangio
Nexustentialism Editor | Sierra Vakili
Asst. Nexustentialism Editors | 
Valerie Fu, Kathleen Santacruz
Art Directors | Audrey Kenyon, Ruhika 
Nandy
Social Media Managers | Alice Hu, 
Bridget Weingart, Noah Lyons
Chief Copy Editors | Sophie Lynd, 
Zoë Lo
Copy Editors | Akshara Kollu, Elisa 
Castillo, Jesse MacDonald, Jessica 
Chu, Tatum Agnew, Grace Liu
Web Editor | Rowan Tran
Advertising Representative | Emma 
Engmyr 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Chairs | 
Pricila Flores, Devanshi Tomar
Video Editor | Joshua Yepez Martinez
Asst. Video Editor | Mila King
La Vista Editor | Nora Okamoto
La Vista Copy Editor | Mari 
Villalpando-Ortega

The Daily Nexus is an 
independent, student-
run newspaper, published 
on Thursdays during the 
academic year, with articles 
published online daily. Opinions 
expressed in the editorial 
pages, News and other pages 

event or organization, or 
any submissions from those 
outside of the UCSB and Isla 
Vista residential communities. 

The Daily Nexus follows the 
University of California’s anti-
discrimination codes. Inquiries 
about these policies may be 
directed to Ricardo Alcaíno, 
director and affirmative 
action officer at UCSB’s 
Office of Equal Opportunity & 
Discrimination Prevention, via 
phone at (805) 893-2701.

Printed at the Santa Barbara 
News-Press printing facility in 
Goleta.

Dear Students:

Welcome to the 2022-23 academic year! Our entire UC Santa Barbara
community is thrilled to have you on campus, and we are eager to engage with
you and to help nurture your academic strengths, encourage your personal
growth, and inspire your creativity.

Our students are the heart of our campus community, and as the new year
begins, I would like to reaffirm our core values, including our commitment to
providing all students with access to an outstanding education, and to working
cooperatively to hold space for every member of our community. We pride
ourselves on our kindness and our compassion, and in being a campus that
celebrates our differences. By fostering an inclusive community that is respectful,
civil, supportive, and safe, together we create a rich learning environment where
we can all reach our highest potential.

As students, you help define UC Santa Barbara’s stature as a preeminent
research university. We are a Minority-Serving Institution as well as the first
member of the prestigious Association of American Universities to be recognized
as a Hispanic-Serving Institution, and our campus regularly lands among the top
universities on national and international rankings that measure academic
quality, diversity and inclusion, accessibility, and affordability. Most recently, U.S.
News & World Report ranked UC Santa Barbara No. 7 among the country’s top
public universities, and placed us among institutions nationwide with the seventh
highest diversity index rating. In addition, the New York Times College Access
Index puts us at No. 2 among the nation’s top colleges most committed to
economic diversity, and Newsweek has ranked us the No. 1 Hispanic-Serving
Institution in the country. UC Santa Barbara also is ranked No. 9 worldwide for
producing Nobel laureates in the 21st century, according to Times Higher
Education in London.

As a university dedicated to educating the next generation of contributors and
leaders, we are excited to invest in your future, and to partner with you as you
pursue your dreams.  My wife, Dilling, and I wish you an academic year full of
learning, discovery, and the joy of new friendships. We are proud and honored to
have you here, and look forward to seeing your smiling faces during our daily
walks on our beautiful campus.

Sincerely,

Henry T. Yang
Chancellor

Three UC Santa Barbara 
students — Schuyler Capita, 
Natalie Ries and Andy Knox — 
are representing the university 
in NBC’s Capital One College 
Bowl, a trivia competition for 
college students. 

Second-year phi losophy 
and political science double 
major Capita,  second-year 
philosophy and sociology 
double major Ries and fourth-
year political science and 
Chinese double major Knox 
will face off against Morehouse 
College this Friday at 5 p.m. 
Eastern Time. If they win the 
episode — f ilmed last spring — 
they’ll stay another round. 

All three students are off icers 
of UCSB’s Ethics Bowl team 
— “a philosophy debate club,” 
as Knox dubbed it — a skill 
that didn’t directly transfer to 
the trivia questions during the 
event, according to Capita. 

“We kind of were the dark 
horse candidate ,” Capita 
said. “All the other teams did 
quizbowl. And we were the 
only one that was coming [not 
from a] conventional, academic 
league, quiz bowl type activity.”

What helped the three 
players during their time 
competing on the show wasn’t 
extensive practicing, but rather 
a sense of camaraderie and 
teamwork built from their time 
together on Ethics Bowl. 

“Us three, we hang out a lot, 
we spend a lot of time together, 
whereas the other teams, a 
lot of them were just meeting 
their teammates,” Reis said. “I 
think that did really help us 
in the competition because it 
allowed us to face the pressure 
a little bit better, we were able 
to communicate in our breaks.”

Reis said that the group 
worked together well under 
the guidance of Knox, who led 
the team as captain. 

“He did an absolutely 
fabulous job,” she said. “He 
answered a lot of the trivia 
questions, and me and Schuyler 
really just did our best to 
support him. Outside the show, 
in general, in life, Andy and 

Schuyler are def initely like our 
creative, energetic, exciting 
forces. And me and [Isabel, 
our alternate] kind of tie down 
the more organizational aspect 
of things,” Knox concurred, 
demarcating their camaraderie 
as a valuable asset. 

“No matter what, 100% 
we were all very much team 
players, and I think we really 
had a really strong team spirit, 
which was great,” he said. 

The bowl is hosted by 
former football star Peyton 
Manning and his brother, 
Cooper Manning — a unique 
experience for the three UCSB         
students. 

“I will say sadly, he declined 
my offer to throw a pigskin 
around in the parking lot with 
him, which I offered twice,” 
Knox joked. “But he did at 
least sign our pigskins that 
Schuyler and I brought, which 
was great.”

Reis said that working with 
the Manning brothers was a 
very positive experience. 

“After we were done f ilming, 
he would take time to come 
up to every single person on 
the show and shake their hand 
and talk to them,” she said. “I 
really thought it was cool, the 
way that they made an effort to 
interact with every person who 
was on the show.”

Despite the stress of f ilming 
the show during f inals week, 
the group said they viewed it 
as a positive, once-in-a-lifetime 
undertaking. 

“It was really cool to get an 
inside look into how the show 
was actually f ilmed, behind the 
scenes and everything actually 
being involved in that whole 
process,” Knox said. 

Capita reiterated that the 
group’s close f r iendship 
remained an asset throughout 
the trivia process. 

“The fact that we actually 
knew each other going in 
meant that we really didn’t have 
any issues with chemistry,” he 
said. “We’re all comfortable 
deferring. If someone else 
knows [the answer], there’s not 
really any ego or pride going 
into it. And we really, we were 
just going in as a team.” 
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Courtesy of IVCSD

Natalie Reis said that the group worked together well under the 
guidance of Andy Knox, who led the team as captain.

Courtesy of MNC College Bowl
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The Isla Vista Community 
Services District recently hired a 
team of five employees to conduct 
operations for Isla Vista Beautiful 
as it expands its program to clean 
up Isla Vista of trash, graffiti and 
weeds.

The Isla Vista Beautiful Program 
originated in 2018 in partnership 
with the independent nonprofit 
United Way — dedicated to serving 
the Santa Barbara community with 
a focus on academic achievement, 
financial empowerment and crisis 
response and recovery. When 
the contract between the two 
parties ended this year, the Isla 
Vista Community Services District 
(IVCSD) moved to operate the 
program directly and hire internal 
staff. 

The previous partnership with 
United Way provided people 
facing housing insecurity with 
job opportunities through a work 
experience training program with 
I.V. Beautiful.

“[United Way wasn’t] able to 
fulfill the contract so we decided 
to make it in-house as a way to 
keep it going,” IVCSD General 
Manager Jonathan Abboud said. 
“They’re going in a different 
direction as an organization, and 
so this wasn’t part of their mission          
anymore.”

Abboud said that IVCSD is 
looking at reviving the work  training 
program for community members 
experiencing houselessness and 
developing a separate budget with 
which to do so.

“We have a separate budget to 
maybe contract with a nonprofit 
that also serves homeless 
populations to have more work 
experience,” Abboud said. “We’ll 
need to contract specifically with 
another nonprofit once we’re able 
to f ind someone we can work 
with.”

Hired in August as the new Isla 
Vista Beautiful Program Manager, 
Jenna Norton graduated from 
UCSB with undergraduate degrees 
in philosophy and sociology and 
worked as a project manager 
for a real estate remodeling 
company before joining IVCSD. 
IVCSD finalized the hiring of four 
additional employees to work with 
Norton in September. 

Norton said that under her 
management, the program 
will aim to continue to address 
issues of priority for the Isla Vista 
community, including trash and 
graffiti. 

“We feel that bringing 
beautif ication projects to Isla 
Vista is really important for the 
well-being of the people that 
live there and the environment,” 
Norton said. “We want to focus on 
graffiti abatement, trash pickup, 
weed removal and streetlight 
improvements, as well as work 
with local businesses to keep our 
commercial district clean and 

beautiful.”
Norton recently executed a 

project to remove shoes hanging 
from Cox Communications wires 
throughout Isla Vista, collecting 
341 pairs of shoes at a total weight of 
585 pounds. Cox Communications 
was happy to take the shoes down 
to deliver to Isla Vista Beautiful, 
according to Norton. 

“Some of the [shoes] were in a 
condition where they could not be 
reused, but many of them could 
be reused, so we partnered with 
some local nonprofits who were 
able to come and take many of 
the shoes off of our hands and get 
them to people who needed them,” 
she said. 

Norton also put an emphasis 
on creating a “culture of respect 
and care” within the community 
to encourage people to limit the 
waste and environmental harm 
they create.

“It is in such a special place right 
by the ocean,” Norton said. “I hope 
to do that through education and 
community outreach and general 
awareness.”

Norton said that educating 
citizens on how to properly dispose 
of trash and recycle represents a 
key mission of Isla Vista Beautiful, 
especially during the move-out 
process when students and other 
renters see their lease end.

Norton added that the campaign 
with Cox Communications to 
remove the shoes also provided 
an opportunity for community 
engagement regarding the harms 
of environmental waste.

“I hope to take this experience 
and use it to tell the community 
about how it’s better to donate 
these shoes,” she said. “They do 
accumulate and a lot of them end 
up in the trash, and it would be 
better if we didn’t throw them up 
there.”

Isla Vista Beautiful is operating 
on a budget of $196,000 for this 
fiscal year and could potentially 
expand in the future by holding 
volunteer events.

Abboud said that the revamping 
of Isla Vista Beautiful, with the 
hiring of Norton and four other 
employees, has enabled the 
program to execute projects at 
an elevated level of quality and 
efficiency.

“We haven’t had one person to 
really focus on these different issues 
like trash and graffiti and lighting 
at IVCSD, so to have someone who 
it’s their full time job to care for Isla 
Vista in this way is new for I.V., and 
I think it’s going to see real results,” 
Abboud said.

Abboud recognized Norton’s 
contributions as elevating the 
program to accomplish bigger 
projects than before. 

“Could we have organized what 
Jenna did with the Cox shoes 
before? Maybe, but it would not 
have been anywhere near that level 
of quality of work and we wouldn’t 
be able to do it as often and as 
efficiently.”
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A new activism-oriented 
commission, the Commission 
on Culture, Arts & Joy Justice, 
was approved by the UC Santa 
Barbara Associated Students 
Senate this summer and is set 
to begin operations this fall.

The Commission on 
Culture, Arts & Joy Justice 
(CCAJJ) aims to create a 
coalition for underrepresented 
cultural student organizations 
and unify activism on campus, 
according to its founding 
legislation.

CCAJJ was conceptualized 
by education department 
graduate student Charlene 
Macharia during Spring 
Quarter 2022, when students 
began organizing in greater 
numbers after returning to 
campus.

Macharia said she noticed 
that despite the eff icacy of 
students’ organizing ef forts, 
movements were often cut 
short when the students 
spearheading the ef for ts 
graduated.

“The momentum would 
stop,” Macharia said. “I 
noticed there needed to 
be more organization for 
sustainability.”

Macharia brought the 
idea of the commission to 
the Associated Students 
(A.S.) Senate in Spring 
Quarter 2022, where third-
year economics, data science 
and philosophy triple major 
Sohum Kalia authored the bill 
for its formation.

“We have a lot of separate 
student advocacy programs at 

UCSB, but they’re all kind 
of broken up,” Kalia said. 
“There’s no forum for all these 
dif ferent advocacy groups to 
interlink, and I think CCAJJ 
could be a really great place 
for that to happen.”

Kalia added that having an 
activism group formed as an 
of f icial Board, Commission 
or Unit provides them 
access to A.S. funding and 
increased visibility, and board 
members will also receive a 
small amount of money as 
compensation that “shows 
honor for their work.”

The A.S. Senate off icially 
approved the commission 
in mid-July, according to 
Macharia, and has been in its 

beginning stages of formation 
since. Macharia served brief ly 
as an interim co-chair, but 
the commission is currently 
accepting applications for 
board positions.

“Fall quarter is when 
[CCAJJ] will be fully present 
and people will get to hear 
about it off icially,” Macharia 
said.

However, despite not 
beginning off icial operations 
yet , CCAJ J is a lready 
sponsoring its f irst event — the 
Black Student Union’s (BSU) 
Black Block Party on Oct. 1. 

“With this event, we were 
able to connect BSU with 
KCSB … we’re a lready 
building those networks, 

trying to get all organizations 
connected,” Kalia said.

Kalia and Macharia foresee 
the commission upholding 
ongoing activ ist ef for ts , 
such as protests against the 
construction of an extremely 
large telescope on Mauna Kea, 
a mountain sacred to Native 
Hawaiians, and educational 
workshops and programming.

“I think [the commission] 
is a big victory,” Macharia 
said. “I’ve been here many 
years, and I’ve seen students 
come and go and dif ferent 
movements rise up and then 
die down, but I think CCAJJ 
has the potential of building 
and then maintaining that 
momentum.”
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The previous partnership with United Way provided people facing 
housing insecurity with job opportunities through a work experience 
training program with I.V. Beautiful.

Courtesy of IVCSD

UC Santa Barbara students 
have relied on the 2&2 plan 
for years — a housing program 
that guarantees undergraduates 
two years of housing in campus 
apartments, so long as they spend 
their first and second years living 
in the residence halls. Put on 
hold during the pandemic, that 
program and similar housing 
guarantees like it won’t return 
until more campus housing is 
added, according to UCSB Media 
Relations Manager Kiki Reyes. 

“It is currently not possible 
to offer a 4-year guarantee 
considering the increased interest 
in university housing we have 
seen recently,” Reyes said in an 
email statement to the Nexus. 
“We hope to be able to offer 
such options in the future when 
additional beds are added to our 
inventory.”

Testimonials on the 2&2 
program’s website underlined 
its importance to the student 
community.

“In my 2nd year I still wanted 
to live on campus and I didn’t 
want to go through the hassle 
of looking for an apartment,” 
read one student testimonial. “I 
found it was convenient that I 
was guaranteed two years in the 
UCSB apartments that seemed 
cheaper and much less hassle 
than trying to find a place in IV 
or Goleta.”

A message appeared on the 
site in summer 2020, explaining 
that “given the uncertainty 
around the current public health 

crisis,” UCSB would be unable to 
provide housing guarantees “at 
this time.”

The disclaimer remained there 
through summer 2021, up until 
the site was taken down entirely.

Under the absence of a housing 
guarantee, students who planned 
to live in campus housing have 
been denied contracts and left 
to seek out pricier apartments 
in and around Isla Vista. UCSB 
encouraged students to start 
their housing searches early 
and offered a rental listing 
service along with Housing 101 
Workshops to help students 
struggling to find housing.

Other University of California 
campuses suspended their 
housing guarantees at the outset 
of the pandemic. In efforts to 
slow the spread of COVID-19, 
UC San Diego allowed students 
to only reside in singles and 

doubles, but not triples, leaving 
them with fewer bed spaces 
leading to the housing guarantee 
suspension.

UCSD announced last month 
that its housing guarantees 
would be phased back in, taking 
full effect in Fall Quarter 2023 
when 2,000 undergrad beds are 
set to be added upon the opening 
of its Theatre District Living and 
Learning Neighborhood.

UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
UC San Diego, UC Irvine, UC 
Davis and UC Merced all featured 
a form of housing guarantees as 
students returned this fall. Only   
UC Santa Cruz, UC Riverside 
and UCSB did not.

UCLA recently became the 
first UC to provide four years of 
housing to all undergrads that 
request it. 

At UCSB, the lack of guarantees 
is just one of the struggles from 

the shortfall of available campus 
housing, which has spurred 
lawsuits from the City of Goleta 
and Santa Barbara County. In 
response to the latest lawsuit, 
UCSB pointed to “recently 
completed projects” that added 
1,500 student bed spaces, 
referring to the San Joaquin and 
Sierra Madre Villages that were 
completed five and six years ago, 
respectively.

Like UCSD, UCSB needs more 
student housing to be built before 
guarantees can fully return. The 
university has touted Munger 
Hall — set to add over 4,500 
student beds if constructed — as 
the campus’ answer to its student 
housing obligations.

That planned dormitory won’t 
be completed until at least 2026, 
and in the absence of other 
new housing, it’s unclear when 
guarantees will return. 

���������������	�����������
���������
����	�	�����������
����
��������������
����
����	����������

Testimonials on the 2&2 program’s website underlined its importance to the student community, up 
until the page was taken down in summer 2021.
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St. George Youth Center’s 
students and volunteers completed 
two new murals in Estero Park 
this summer — a f loral theme and 
ocean sunset — with the help of the 
introductory Campus Conexiónes 
program. 

The program was coordinated 
by recent doctoral graduate 
of UC Santa Barbara Gevirtz 
School Stephanie Arguera with 
support from the Center for 
Publicly Engaged Scholarship and 
the Department of Education’s 
professor Rebeca Mireles-Rios.

Youth center teens began the 
project in Winter Quarter 2022, 
attending weekly workshops and 
activities with Latinx students, 
faculty and staff at UCSB. In 
the springtime, the center’s teen 
leadership group began the 
design process by brainstorming, 
sketching and voting on potential 
mural ideas. 

“I was involved in coming up 
with ideas and we all helped out to 
draw a final draft and stencils for 
the f lower mural,” eighth grader 
and muralist Diego Lopez said. “I 
like that as a team we were able 
to think of really good ideas and 
make the project go faster.”

The group decided on the 
two designs after multiple drafts, 
stencils and cardboard mock-
ups. Past years’ artwork included 
depictions of marine animals, 
nature scenes, quotes and more 
representation of the youth in I.V. 
A total of six murals have been 

painted by the youth center since 
2017, including the two newest 
additions.

“We really dig into the theme 
and elaborate because the first idea 
always sounds great, but it’s always 
important to take some time away 
and come back to it,” Arguera said.

The painting of the murals 
commenced in June after the 
designs received approval from the 
I.V. Recreation & Park District. 
A team of 20 youth center teens, 
along with Arguera and additional 
community volunteers, completed 
the installations over roughly two 
weeks. A ribbon cutting ceremony 
held on June 27 celebrated the 
unveiling of the two murals.

This year’s project marked a 
return to regular operations for St. 
George’s Youth Center, following 
disruptions to its activities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
according to Arguera.

“The youth at the teen center 
typically look forward to a big 
project in the summertime, so 
to have that rug pulled out from 
under you is a drag, no doubt,” 
Arguera said. “But I would say [this 
year] wasn’t as easy as previous 
years. I think we are all coming 
back to this sense of normalcy, so 
putting that back into practice was 
different than previous years.” 

Lopez, who frequently attends 
the youth center, noted that he 
appreciates all of the activities and 
support available at the center.

“I like to go to the teen center 
and not just straight home because 
it is always a great time there,” 
said Lopez. “I like to play Speed 

with Raul and Connect Four. 
Sometimes we even cook food and 
play games for prizes.” 

After weeks spent in the summer 
heat with center-provided snacks 
and supplies, Arguera described 
the murals as something of the 
youth’s creation.

“My favorite part is just seeing 
the feeling of accomplishment 
and ownership over a pretty big 
piece of artwork that is public that 
they’re going to see for years,” she 
said. “It takes an investment, but it 
makes it all the while.” 

Since the project’s completion in 
June, a portion of the sunset mural 
has been defaced with graffiti. 
The Center has not yet been able 
to remove the graffiti, according 
to Youth Center Director Raul 
Macias, who also said that the 
majority of the graffiti took place 
on a nearby blank wall.

“We noticed and we all felt sad 
and asked why people would do 
that to a kids’ mural,” Lopez said. 
“I hope we fix it soon.” 

The St. George Youth Center 
is planning on constructing more 
murals in summer 2023. Beyond 
painting, the center provides after-
school and summer programs for 
grades 5 through 12, including 
cooking classes, robotics training, 
tutoring and various sports. 

“The center is basically a safe 
haven for the local community, 
teenagers and families,” Macias 
said. “Isla Vista is a unique 
place with a high percentage of 
university population, so we serve 
the underserved community of 
families and teenagers

Local youth center continues summer mural 
program to heighten representation in Isla Vista

The Isla Vista Community Services 
District unanimously approved 
a letter of support for the Santa 
Barbara County grant application 
to install flashing crosswalks at four 
intersections in Isla Vista at its Sept. 
13 board meeting.

The Santa Barbara County (SBC) 
Transportation Division is proposing 
to install Rectangular Rapid-Flashing 
Beacons (RRFB) on Embarcadero 
del Mar and Embarcadero del Norte 
where they intersect with Madrid 
and Seville Roads.

Addressed to SBC Alternative 
Transportation Manager Mark 
Friedlander, the letter affirmed local 
municipal support of the project to 
improve pedestrian and bicyclist 
safety.

“This project will improve safety 
and accessibility for students and 
families traveling to and from 
downtown Isla Vista. Additionally, 
the project is adjacent to public 
parks, coastal access points, 

businesses, government services, 
and educational facilities,” Isla 
Vista Community Services District 
(IVCSD) President and Director 
Spencer Brandt said in the letter.

The letter cited the annual 
Mobility Plan survey conducted by 
the IVCSD as evidence for the need 
for safety upgrades at the designated 
street intersections.

“During the IVCSD’s annual 

public input survey and recent 
Mobility Plan survey (with over 
1,000 responses), residents have 
consistently voiced concerns about 
the danger of this area due to the 
lack of a protected pedestrian path,” 
the letter continued.

The installation cost of one RRFB 
ranges from $4,500 to $52,000 
with an estimated average cost 
of $22,5250, according to a U.S. 
Department of Transportation fact 
sheet.

“Isla Vista has the highest rate 
of zero-vehicle households in Santa 
Barbara County. Walking, cycling, 
and skateboarding are popular 
modes of transportation for all ages 
in our community. This project will 
significantly improve routes for a 
large number of existing pedestrians,” 
the letter stated.

At the Sept. 13 meeting, the 
board directors discussed whether 
the RRFB should be installed 
closer to Trigo Road, near the I.V. 
Community Center and I.V. Theater. 
Brandt referenced the State of 
California database on vehicular and 

pedestrian accidents, saying that the 
intersections of Embarcadero del 
Mar and Embarcadero del Norte 
with Trigo Road present a greater 
hazard.

Brandt said, “It does show that 
there is a high concentration of 
accidents in this area and higher 
than what you would see in the 
other intersection that they might be 
proposing to put [the RRFB].” 

IVCSD supports 
installation of 

flashing lights along 
key crosswalks

UC Santa Barbara’s Pre-Law 
Society is collaborating with the 
People’s Justice Project to provide 
free legal services for clients in 
the local area, including record 
expungement, felony reduction 
and record sealing. Unofficially 
dubbed the “Clean Slate Clinic,” 
this volunteer-led project is 
providing record clearing services 
for anyone eligible free of charge, 
from possession charges to 
disorderly conduct.

Other local entities, like the 
Isla Vista Community Services 
District and California Rural Legal 
Assistance, will also be working 
on the project. 

The clinic came to fruition 
through conversations between 
UCSB’s Pre-Law Society and 
Joseph Doherty from the People’s 
Justice Project, eventually 
brainstorming the concept of 
providing legal advice for clearing 
records regardless of economic 
status. 

“We collaborated and 
brainstormed until we reached 
this idea of providing free record-
clearing services on the streets of 
I.V. for any community member,”  
Fourth-year global studies major 
and project chair Alyssa Rodriguez 
said. 

Co-founder and former president 
of Pre-Law Society Gabriella 
Sterritt said the initiative goes 
hand in hand with the UCSB Pre-
Law Society’s founding mission: 
providing hands-on experiences 
for students interested in the legal 
field. 

“When we originally founded 
the society, we were trying to 
create a robust curriculum for 
kids that were interested in going 
to law school, and one of the 
things we wanted to include was 
a volunteer initiative of some sort,” 
Sterritt said. 

Rodriguez emphasized 
that while there’s no specific 
demographic the project is hoping 
to reach, it’s an open resource 
for anybody seeking legal 
consultations. 

“We don’t want anyone to be 

economically burdened so that 
they can’t get legal information 
because whether you’re able to get 
legal information can determine 
some serious decisions in your 
life,” Rodriguez said. 

Sterritt explained that 
oftentimes, charges in any 
capacity can significantly impact 
an individual’s success in securing 
housing, employment and more.. 

“We offer the Clean State 
Clinic specifically with the record 
clearing, the expungement and the 
felony reduction to provide people 
with better prospects for the 
future,” Sterritt said. “If they can 
get their records either shortened 
or cleared, they have better 
housing and better job prospects 
in the future.” 

For fourth-year political science 
and economics double major and 
UCSB Pre-Law Society President 
Dan Chu, the initiative is also 
recognizing the lack of education 
around knowing one’s rights in 
regards to police interaction. 

“Police officers aren’t necessarily 
there for your best interests, and if 
there are certain things that they’re 
doing that aren’t necessarily in line 
with what they’re supposed to be 
doing, we provide education on 
that,” Chu said. 

Promotion of the clinic has 
been successful thus far, with the 
organization’s last information 
session on Sept. 14 gathering 
20 different cases from the 
community.

“Even just from our info session, 
we were able to retain 20 different 
cases that we’re going to file 
petitions for and then be involved 
in those cases,” Sterritt said.

The process of cleaning records 
itself involves creating a petition 
for the client that includes the 
“good” they have done since their 
charge, from securing employment 
to proving sobriety if the charge is 
drug related.

“Joseph will basically create a 

petition that highlights the facts 
of what you’ve done since your 
arrest,” Sterritt said. “That shows 
why this is affecting your record 
and why it should get cleared   off.” 

The petition will be f iled 
in court alongside letters of 
recommendation from anyone in 
that individual’s life that could 
help the client’s case. 

“From there, they collect 
letters of recommendations from 
professors, family [and] any other 
official that can help the petition, 
and then we package your whole 
petition into a legal declaration, 
attaching your supporting 
documents as attachments or as 
‘exhibits.’ Then it will be filed with 
the court,” she continued. “If a 
hearing is required by the court, 
they will go to your hearing and 
defend your petition to the court 
and fight it on your behalf.” 

The process of record clearing 
depends on the seriousness of the 
charge, with more minor charges 
being dealt with immediately at 
the table. 

“If it’s a more minor charge, we 
can actually just do the record 
clearing service at the table right 
there,” Rodriguez said. “Mr. 
Doherty has estimated the time to 
be 5 to 10 minutes to clear a record 
… From there, under Doherty’s 
discretion, we could potentially 
represent a client if it were to go 
to trial.” 

Sterritt said that there is a 
general lack of knowledge from 
students on processes like record 
sealing and expungement that can 
significantly affect an individual’s 
future. 

“Until recently, I wasn’t even 
aware of the record sealing and 
expungement. I didn’t really know 
that was an available thing,” 
Sterritt said. “Students are going 
to find out that you can get this 
thing off your record that may be 
seriously affecting you getting a 
job or a house.” 

 UCSB Pre-Law Society provides 
‘Clean Slate Clinic’ with People’s 

Justice Project

This project will improve safety 
and accessibility for students and 

families traveling to and from 
downtown Isla Vista.
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The Cooper Housing Institute 
awarded a $50,000 grant to UC 
Santa Barbara to fund the new 
Housing Advocate Program and 
support the Housing Voucher 
Program on campus.

The nonprofit foundation, 
founded in 2018, has supported 
various campus programs in the 
past that tackle issues of student 
housing availability, according to 
UCSB Media Relations Manager 
Kiki Reyes.

“Will and Jennifer Cooper, parents 
of a UC Santa Barbara alumna, have 
worked in the area of affordable 
housing and have supported a 
variety of campus initiatives, 
including the UC Santa Barbara 
Housing Voucher Program,” Reyes 
said in an email statement to the 
Nexus. “Their family foundation, the 
Cooper Housing Institute, worked 
with our Basic Needs Resources on 
their most recent gift to campus.”

The new Housing Advocate 
program will hire two student 
employees to work with and provide 
resources to students experiencing 
housing insecurity, according to 
Reyes. The student employees will 
operate housing workshops and 
special projects to help students 
find housing and manage housing 
applications.

The Housing Voucher Program 
provides students with vouchers 

worth $50, $150 or $500 for different 
housing emergencies and food 
insecurity. 

“The university is excited about 
the partnership with Cooper 
Housing Institute and is deeply 
grateful for this gift, which will 
benefit our students,” Reyes said.

Approximately 6% of UCSB 
students have lacked a safe, regular 
and suitable place to stay at night, 
according to data from the UC 
Information Center collected in 
2020 and 2021. 

This survey data also found that 
50% of UCSB students experience 
some anxiety about paying for 
housing and 15% feel anxious every 
month according to the survey. 
Almost half – 49% – of UCSB 
students have trouble focusing on 
their studies at some point due to 
insecurity about housing.

In 2021, UCSB faced a housing 
crisis that saw over 1,000 students 
looking for housing as the school 
year began, a result of a severe lack 
of affordable student housing in the 
area. 

“Students who are facing an 
emergency housing crisis and 
have exhausted all other financial 
options, including subsidized but 
necessarily unsubsidized loans, 
may be eligible for vouchers 
which can be applicable towards 
both on-campus and off-campus 
living arrangements,” according to 
the UCSB Basic Needs Resource 
Guides. 
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Continued from p.1
GREEK ACT

organizations and around 2,500 
members, with over 10,000 
hours of community service 
each quarter and a 3.3 average 
GPA. The conduct status of each 
organization is also displayed on 
the website. 

Sky originally wanted to 
provide students with a service 
to anonymously report instances 
of sexual assault and where 
it occurred, including if they 
were at a sorority or fraternity. 
Because the information was 
unverif iable, the university 
pushed back, and SASA pitched 
the idea as a bill, which was 
developed into its current                                                 
form. 

“It’ll help the university identify 
the kinds of behavior within it 
that is occurring within certain 
fraternities and sororities, and 
they can choose how they want 
to deal with it,” Sky said. “When 
I was a student, and I was in 
this work, a big issue was the 
administration saying that they 
didn’t have the data to be able 
to take action on certain things.”

Under AB 524, universities 
will be required to retain the 
information on fraternities 
and sororities from at least 

the last 10 years, which will 
allow observation into the 
behavioral patterns of Greek life 
organizations. 

“It’s a way for these institutions 
to collect patterns of misconduct 
that happened within certain 
individual groups, rather than 
painting every single group with 
the same brush,” UCSB English 
doctoral student and SASA 
director Alanna Bartolini said. 

“It’ll also allow students to 
create informed decisions about 
where they go, which groups 
they associate with, which 
ones they want to pledge … 
so it’s really just to empower 
people with information to 
make decisions about their own 
safety,” she continued.

According to Sky, SASA 
originally wanted the bill to 
extend to all on-campus clubs 
and organizations but received “a 
lot” of pushback because of how 
diff icult it was to collect that 
breadth of information. She cited 
a 2007 study by the Department 
of Justice that found assaults 
were more likely to occur at 
fraternity parties and sorority 
women were more likely to be 
assaulted than non-aff iliated 

women as one reason for the 
select focus of the bill. 

“I know a lot of that kind 
of information can be seen by 
fraternities and by Greek life as 
damaging to their reputations, 
etc., but a part of this bill is 
just showing what fraternities 
are following that statistic and 
what fraternities are actually just 
doing, you know, the work that 
they claim to be doing and good, 
philanthropic work,” she said. 

Fourth-year history of public 
policy and law major Alex 
Niles, UC Student Association 
president, said he felt the bill was 
a win for students. 

“I think they’ll help people 
make informed decisions about 
where they go party or join. And 
I just think that’s a game changer 
because it’ll start to show where 
and what places are and are not 
safe over time,” he said. “I think 
[in] three or f ive years, the data 
going back will start to be a 
mixture of who’s improving or 
who is really problematic over 
time. And it’s helpful that way.”

Niles said that he believed 
the bill’s focus on Greek 
organizations is warranted. 

“I think that’s pretty simply 

warranted because Greek life 
continues to be the organized 
center of sexual violence, 
racism, homophobia, elitism 
on our campuses,” he said. 
“Their behavior hasn’t changed. 
The kinds of harm that their 
culture enables and protects and 
perpetuates haven’t changed.”

Sky and Bartolini both said 
that there was little pushback 
against the bill from Greek 
life organizations and that 
some members of Greek life — 
particularly sorority women — 
lobbied alongside them for the 
bill’s conception. 

“We received … support from 
several folks, especially sorority 
members, … especially women 
in sororities wanting to support 
the bill,” Sky said. “We’ve had 
several Greek life members 
engaged with us in lobbying 
for this bill [because] we had a 
lobbying initiative last year.”

Ultimately, both SASA 
directors said they were proud 
of the bill but felt that the work 
remains unfinished.

“I’m motivated, [but] there’s 
more work to be done. I think 
it’s just the beginning for us,” 
Bartolini said. 

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

The new Housing Advocate program will hire two student employees 
to work with and provide resources to students experiencing housing 
insecurity.
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LA VISTA
¿Te acuerdas de las 

carnicerías que nos llevaban 
nuestros padres para comprar 
alguna libra de carne para 
una carne asada o para hacer 
caldo de pollo? El olor de pan 
y conchas frescas en el aire 
y las piñatas hechas a mano 
del Chavo del Ocho y otros 
personajes de la televisión 
con caras pocas raras pero al 
igual reconocibles. Mientras 
que esperábamos la carne, mi 
mamá me dejaba explorar los 
pasillos con frijoles en bote, 
galletas de Maria y todas las 
papas fritas con chile. 

Este sentimiento de nostalgia 
fue algo que apareció cuando 
llegué a UC Santa Barbara. Sí, 
hay Albertson y amo Trader 
Joe ‘s pero el sentimiento no 
es lo mismo de cuando entras 
a una carnicería con gente que 
tiene la cara como la mía y 
habla la lengua de mi casa. 

Para todos los que están 
buscando un pedazo de casa 
o nadamas quieren agarrar 
un buen pedazo de carne 
preparada para una carne 

asada, aquí está una lista de 
las carnicerías más cercanas 
de UC Santa Barbara hasta 
Santa Bárbara. 

 Aquí hay carnicerías y 
mercados en la área donde 
puedes hallar un pedazo de tu 
niñez:

Santa Cruz Market
5757 Hollister Ave
Goleta, CA 93117

La Chapala Market
5780 Hollister Ave
Goleta, CA 93117

Cindy’s Produce
5858 Hollister Ave
Goleta, CA 93117

Carniceria La Bodeguita 
512 E Haley St 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Carniceria Fruteria
305 W Montecito St, 
Santa Barbara 
CA 93101 

El Rey Santa Barbara 
Carniceria 

305 W Montecito St, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
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No se tu, pero cuando de 
primero llegué a Isla Vista, me 
quedé pasmada por el cambio 
repentino de mis alrededores. 
Nunca he estado completamente 
a solas, sin mis amigos y 
familiares que hablaban mi 
lengua nativa. Si te encuentras 
en el mismo nudo espantoso, no 
te preocupes que te dire todo lo 
que tengas que saber del apoyo 
latinx que ofrece nuestro nuevo 
hogar. Aclimate al nuevo año 
escolar con todo los recursos a 
tu alcance. 

En 2015, la universidad fue 
declarada una institución que 
sirve a los estudiantes Hispanos. 
Y para mantener ese título, 
la Universidad de California 
en Santa Bárbara ofrece 
muchos recursos para los que 
se identif ican como chicanx o 
latinx, ya que ellos constan de 
29% de la población estudiantil. 
El centro estudiantil Ondas es 
uno de esos lugares. El centro 
provee apoyo académico en 
un espacio concentrado en el 
aprendizaje donde estudiantes se 
pueden conectar con la facultad 
y otros estudiantes. 

El campus universitario 
también tiene dos centros de 
recursos culturales Chicanx/
Latinx. El Centro Arnulfo Casillas 
se encuentra en el edif icio 406 y 
el Centro de Recursos Culturales 
Chicanx/Latinx (CLCRC por 
sus cifras en inglés) en el edif icio 
de recursos estudiantiles (SRB 
por sus cifras en inglés). Estos 
centros apoyan a la comunidad 
Chicanx/Latinx con un espacio 
seguro para gente de nuestra 
identidad. Ahí pueden estudiar 
y encontrar consuelo entre otros 
estudiantes con antecedentes 
similares. Aquí se puede apreciar 
la cultura y herencia hispana en 
especial por las tradiciones que 
traen al centro como un altar 
para el día de los muertos. Estar 
fuera de casa es espantoso pero 
ojala los recordatorios de que 
aunque lejos no estás sola/o te 
traiga una sensación de paz. 

Al igual el Programa de 
Oportunidad Educativa (EOP) es 
un recurso que provee mentores, 
asesoramiento individual y 
más apoyo estudiantil dirigido 
principalmente a los estudiantes 
de primera generación y los que 
cumplen con un cierto ingerso. 

Los estudiantes indocumentados 
también pueden encontrar un 
espacio en la sala monarcha 
donde ofrecen apoyo legal y 
servicios de retención. 

El campus t iene 
p rox i mada mente  35 
organizaciones dirigidas a los 
estudiantes Chicanx/Latinx 
quienes incluyen organizaciones 
académicas, culturales, religiosas, 
Greca, política, social y muchas 
más. Entre estas organizaciones, 
de seguro que encuentras a gente 
con la que podrás convivir. 

UCSB tiene muchos eventos 
comunitarios que pueden 
acercarte al sentimiento 
nostálgico de estar en casa 
como Bienvenida, Dia de los 
Muertos,  la Celebración de la 
Familia y hasta una ceremonia 
de graduación específ icamente 
para los estudiantes de herencia 
Chicanx/Latinx. 

Aunque suene un poco cursi y 
tal vez hasta repetitivo, es verdad 
que podrás encontrar un lugar en 
UCSB. Siempre hay alguien con 
quien compartir experiencias y 
aún más importante, pedir ayuda 
y apoyo. 

Yo misma me he encontrado 
usando estos recursos más 
que nada. Programas como 
EOP no solamente ayudan 
académicamente ,  s ino 
también emocionalmente y 
f inancieramente. Si cumples con 
los requisitos, puedes ser elegible 
para algunas becas que pagan 
sus gastos médicos. A mi me 
regresaron la cantidad que pague 
fuera de mi bolsillo cuando fui al 
dentista y al oculista. Al igual, 
los consejeros de EOP te ofrecen 
apoyo genuino que demuestra 
que realmente les importas.   

También pasé y paso mucho 
tiempo en El Centro detrás de 
la liberia. Es un gran lugar para 
estudiar: silencio y asientos 
confortables. Personalmente, la 
liberia a menudo me da ansiedad 
por lo impactado que siempre 
está pero cuando estoy en El 
Centro casi nunca me llega 
el sentimiento. Al contrario, 
me llega un sentimiento de 
tranquilidad y enfoco que ocupo 
para resaltar en mis estudios (y 
también me gusta charlar con mi 
gente Latinx). 

Espero que esto te ayude y 
que te motive a llamar a UCSB 
tu hogar. 

Recuerda siempre: No estás 
solo. 
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Los estudiantes de la Universidad 
de California Santa Barbara han 
dependido del plan 2 y 2 por años– 
un programa de alojamiento que 
garantiza dos años de alojamiento 
en los apartamentos universitarios 
a los estudiantes universitarios 
con tal de que vivan su primer y 
segundo año en los dormitorios 
escolares. Resultando de la 
pandemia, el programa y  garantías 
de alojamiento como él no 
regresaran hasta que se contruyen 
más espacios de alojamiento, de 
acuerdo a la gerente de relaciones 
mediáticas de UCSB, Kiki Reyes. 

“Actualmente no es posible 
ofrecer una garantía de 4 años 
considerando el aumento de interés 
en el alojamiento universitario 
que hemos visto recientemente,” 
Reyes dijo en un comunicado al 
Nexus. “Esperamos poder ofrecer 
estas opciones en el futuro cuando 
más recámaras sean agregadas a 
nuestro inventario”.

Testimonios en el sitio del 
programa 2 y 2 enfatizaron la 
importancia hacia la comunidad 
estudiantil. 

“En mi 2º año escolar, todavía 
quise vivir en el campus y no tener 
que enfrentar el merequetengue 
de buscar un apartamento” leyó 
un testimonial estudiantil, “Me di 
cuenta que era conveniente que 
me garantizaban dos años en los 
apartamentos de UCSB que parecía 
más barato y menos alboroto que 
intentar encontrar un lugar en IV 
o Goleta.”

Un mensaje apareció en el sitio 
en el verano del 2020, explicando 
que “dado a la incertidumbre 
alrededor de la actual crisis de 
salud pública” UCSB no podrá 
proveer garantías de alojamiento 
“en este momento.”

El descargo de responsabilidad 
permaneció ahí tras el verano del 
2021 hasta que el sitio fue borrado 
completamente. 

Bajo la ausencia de la garantía de 

alojamiento, estudiantes quienes 
planearon en vivir en alojamiento 
en el campus universitario fueron 
negados contratos y dejados a 
buscar apartamentos más costosos 
en y alrededor de Isla Vista. 
UCSB sugirió que empiezan su 
búsqueda de alojamiento temprano 
y ofrecieron un servicio de listado 
de alquiler conjuntamente con un 
taller de alojamiento inicial para 
ayudar a los estudiantes batallando 
a encontrar alojamiento.

Otros campus de Universidades 
de California suspendieron 
sus garantías de alojamiento al 
principio de la pandemia. En un 
esfuerzo para combatir el COVID-
19, UC San Diego permitió a los 
estudiantes a vivir solamente en 
dormitorios  singulares y dobles 
pero no en triples, dejándolos con 
menos espacios de recamaras y 
luego la suspensión de la garantía 
de alojamiento.

UCSD anunció el mes pasado 
que sus garantías de alojamiento 
iban a ser introducidas de nuevo y 
de completo para el trimestre del 
otoño del 2023, cuando 2,000 camas 
universitarias están dispuestos a 
ser agregadas con la apertura del 
Distrito de Vivencia Teatral y el 
Vecindario de Aprendizaje.  

UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
UC San Diego, UC Irvine, UC 
Davis y UC Merced mostraron una 
forma de garantía de alojamiento 
con el regreso de los estudiantes 
este otoño. Solamente UC Santa 
Cruz, UC Riverside y UC Santa 
Barbara faltaron. 

UCLA recientemente fue la 
primera UC en proveer cuatro 
años de alojamiento para todos los 
estudiantes universitarios quienes 
los solicitan. 

En UCSB, la escasez de garantías 
es solamente una de las luchas de 
parte de la falta de alojamiento, la 
cual ha incitado denuncias de parte 
de la ciudad de Goleta y el condado 
de Santa Bárbara. En respuesta a 
la denuncia más reciente, UCSB 
resaltó sus “proyectos recién 
completados” la cual añadió 1,500 
camas estudiantiles, refiriéndose 
a los edificios San Joaquín y 
Sierra Madre las cuales fueron 

completados hace cinco y seis 
años, respectivamente.

Como UCSD, UCSB necesita 
construir más alojamiento 
estudiantil antes de reingresar las 
garantías. La universidad solicitó 
Munger Hall, quien agregaría más 
de 4,500 camas estudiantiles si 

fuera construido, para resolver 
las obligaciones de alojamiento 
estudiantil. 

El dormitorio no sería 
completado hasta al menos el 2026, 
y en la ausencia de otras opciones 
de alojamiento, no está claro 
cuando regresaran las garantías. 

Testimonios en el sitio web del programa 2&2 subrayo su importancia 
a la comunidada estudiantil hasta que la pagina del sitio fue 
eliminado durante el verano del 2021.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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SPORTS
Tom Brady and Jameis Winston 
battled it out in what could be 
the most boring game of the 
season. Good thing Marcus 
Lattimore and Mike Evans 

brought the excitement to the 
game with their brawl. 

Armchair QB
The men’s soccer squad and women’s squad are 
each coming off a draw where they were highly 
competitive against their opponents. The men’s 

side looks to stay ranked, while the women’s team 
looks to carry momentum into their next match.

UCSB Athletics

Thursday, September 22, 2022 7SportsDaily Nexus

The 2022-23 UC Santa 
Barbara men’s soccer team got 
off to a hot start on the season 
and have not looked back since. 
In the month of September, the 
team has gone 3-1-1 and scored 
13 goals throughout 5 matches 
this month. Their performance 
has earned them a rank of No. 
18 couldn’t f ind out of the Top 
25 in the NCAA. 

Despite an init ia l loss 
against Cornell University, 
the Gauchos won against 
No. 24 Loyola Marymount 
University. The match’s most 
impactful players include 
junior goalkeeper Leroy Zeller 
who produced 5 critical saves, 
marking 11 saves in a 2-game 
span. Redshir t sophomore 
midf ielder Lucas Gonzalez set 
up the game-winning goal to 
junior forward Finn Ballard 
McBride, who is the Big West’s 
leading scorer of the last 2 
seasons. 

The Gauchos picked up their 

second straight win when 
they took down a solid Pac-
12 Oregon State team 3-1. 
Gonzalez and McBride started 
the game with a hot streak 
as Gonzalez picked up the 
f irst goal while McBride put 
the Gauchos up 2-0. After the 
lone goal from Oregon State 
to make it 2-1, the Gauchos 
responded with their f inal 
goal with a superb solo f inish 
from junior midf ielder Nemo 
Philipp. 

This squad kept up their f ine 
run of play by beating Utah 
Valley with a score of 5-1. 
The unlikely goalscorer, senior 
defender Henry Davies, began 
the Gauchos’ streak with a 
headed goal. No more than 
a minute later, the Gauchos’ 
persistent pressure amounted 
to an own goal from the 
Wolverines off of an attempted 
cross f rom sophomore 
forward Alexis Ledoux. In the 
same half for the Gauchos, 
McBride scored a goal in his 
third consecutive game. The 
Gauchos’ streak during the f irst 

half didn’t end there as senior 
defender Rigoberto Barragan 
converted his chance following 
a save from the goalie. The 
second half was capped off by 
Philipp who crossed in a ball 
that took a lucky def lection for 
the 5-1 f inish. 

Following the impressive run 
of play from the Gauchos, they 
were ranked inside the Top 25 
NCAA teams in the country, 
coming in at No. 18. With their 
f irst game ranked, the Gauchos 
fell into an unpresented 0-2 
hole against Grand Canyon 
University. The Gauchos 
clawed back into the match 
with a goal from freshman 
forward Joe Sherbourne who 
calmly scored on a 1-on-1 
against the goalie. With the 
game looking out of reach to 
tie or win, sophomore forward 
Salvador Aguilar headed a 
cross into the goal to tie the 
game at 2-2 in the 88th minute. 

As for the Gauchos’ next 
slate of home games, they will 
take on Stanford on Sept. 24 
and UC San Diego on Sept. 28. 
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The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s soccer team is 
coming of f a 0-4 loss to 
Ca l i forn ia  Poly techn ic 
State University and, most 
recently, a 1-1 draw against 
the University of the Pacif ic. 

During the season, the 
Gauchos have had trouble 
scoring goals against their 
opponents, scoring only 8 
across their opponents’ nets 
in 10 games. Moreover, the 
team has struggled away, 
having a record of 0-4-1. 

In their f irst conference 
game of the season, the 
Gauchos were outmatched 
by their rival, the Cal Poly 
Mustangs. The Gauchos 
were shut out in the match 
and allowed 15 shots and 4 
on target. On the other hand, 
the Gauchos only mustered 
6 shots with only 2 of those 
coming on target. 

The Gauchos were in the 
game, going into the half 

being down by a mere 0-1 
def icit . The second half 
resulted in a much dif ferent 
story as the Mustangs were 
able to put the Gauchos 
away, scoring 3 unanswered 
goals. 

In their most recent f ixture, 
the Gauchos were able to put 
together a solid performance, 
taking a 1-1 draw against the 
undefeated University of the 
Pacif ic. 

In this match, Pacif ic was 
able to get an early lead on 
the Gauchos when freshman 
forward Anaya Shelton 
scored in the 24th minute 
of the match. With solid 
defense throughout the rest 
of the match, the Gauchos 
were able to hold their own 
unti l sophomore forward 
Meg Burling equalized the 
match at 1-1 in the 52nd 
minute. 

Unlike the Cal Poly game, 
the Gauchos were the more 
dominant side in this match, 
shooting Pacif ic 9-4 with 3 
shots on goal as opposed 

to Pacif ic’s 1 shot on goal. 
The Gauchos also produced 
2 saves for the Pacif ic goalie, 
while the Gauchos’ keeper 
was not forced into any 
action. 

 On the season for the 
Gauchos, the scoresheet is 
being dominated by Burling 
as her goal put her in 
the lead for the Gauchos 
with 6 points and 3 goals. 
Sophomore m id f ie lder 
Krysten Vasquez made her 
debut at Harder Stadium 
against Pacif ic and made 
the most of it, recording her 
f irst assist of the season. The 
game featured two goalies, 
sophomore Sabrina Hinz 
and senior Evann Smith, 
in contrast to sophomore 
goalkeeper Taylor Little who 
played all 90 minutes of the 
Cal Poly match.

 The Gauchos’ next match 
will take place tonight, Sept. 
22, kicking of f their f irst 
match of the school year, 
against the University of 
Hawai‘ i. 
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UCSB men’s water polo, the 
No. 8 team in the nation, had 
a solid week leading up to the 
school year as they went 3-1 
in their last 4 matches. This 
run included a victory against 
No. 13 UC San Diego, a 
2-game victory in a Thursday 
doubleheader, and a loss to 
Long Beach State. 

 In their f irst game of the 
week, the Gauchos traveled 
south to take on the UCSD 
Tritons. This was UCSB’s 
second victory against the 
Tritons in two weeks. The 
match was contested in the 
1st quarter as both teams 
traded blows to make the 
score  3-3. However, UCSB 
entered the locker room at 
halftime down a goal as the 
Tritons outscored them in the 
2nd quarter 2-1. The Gauchos 
regrouped and made the 2nd 
half their own as they began 
to click on offense. UCSB 
scored 4 goals in each 2nd-half 
quarter, and the Tritons could 

not keep up. UCSD scored 
only 3 goals in the 2nd half 
combined. Sophomore center 
Dash McFarland led the 
scoring for UCSB with 3 goals 
in the game. Senior driver 
Ryan Brosnan had 3 assists, 
while senior attacker Mason 
Chambliss had 3 steals. This 
match was the Gauchos 3rd 
straight victory against a 
nationally ranked opponent in 
four tries. 

 In their next match, UCSB 
took on the No. 9 Pepperdine 
University Waves. The 
Gauchos started out on top 
with a 2-0 lead, however, 
Pepperdine fought back to 
tie it 2-2. After the Gauchos 
retook the lead, they never 
gave it up again, as they 
f inished the match with a 12-8 
win. Brosnan led the Gauchos 
in scoring alongside senior 
center Sam Nangle, who both 
put three balls in the back of 
the net. 

 On the same day, UCSB 
men’s water polo took on the 
Westcliff University Warriors. 
The Gauchos never found 

themselves trailing in this 
match as they played a strong 
game throughout. First, UCSB 
made it 3-0, however, Westcliff 
was able to tie the game. In 
the end, this did not matter as 
the Gauchos ended the game 
on a 7-3 run to win the match 
12-8. The leading scorer for 
this match McFarland again 
with 3 goals. 

 In their f inal game of the 
week, UCSB fell to Long 
Beach State. In this game, the 
Gauchos were never able to 
take the lead. At f irst, Long 
Beach made the score 2-0, but 
the Gauchos were able to tie 
the match at 2-2. However, 
Long Beach dominated the 
rest of the game, as they 
scored 3 goals in 44 seconds 
to take an 8-4 lead into the 
half. Brosnan was the only 
Gaucho with multiple goals, 
as he scored twice.

 With the three victories 
and single loss, the Gauchos 
improved their record to 6-4. 
UCSB’s next matches will take 
place at the Mountain Pacif ic 
Sports Federation Invite. 

Nexus File Photo
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UCSB women’s players attempt a headed shot-on-goal.

UCSB men’s water polo player takes on UC San Diego.
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With the Hallyu wave, also 
known as the Korean Wave, 
slowly overtaking the west, K-pop 
groups have been solidifying 
themselves as artists to remember 
in the music industry. The Hallyu 
wave has roots from around the 
mid-1900s to the mid-2000s, and 
it continues today, spreading 
South Korean culture to all parts 
of the world. One of the biggest 
contributors to the insurgence of 
the Hallyu wave is BTS, a seven-
member boy group who have 
broken numerous records in the 
music industry. Although BTS 
paved the way for many K-pop 
groups, many other talented 
K-pop groups have made a name 
for themselves since. 

One such group is Seventeen, 
a thirteen-member boy group 
signed under the South Korean 
company Pledis Entertainment. 
Seventeen made its debut in 
2015, and since then, the K-pop 
group has become a worldwide 
phenomenon. Seventeen recently 
concluded thier 2022 world tour 
“Be the Sun,” and tickets sold 
out within minutes for many 
U.S. venues. The group will 
continue to perform and is set 
to  headline at the LA3C festival 
this December along with other 
noteworthy artists like Megan 
Thee Stallion and Snoop Dogg. 

One aspect that makes 
Seventeen a stand-out K-pop 
group is their chemistry and 
charming personalities off-stage. 
Seventeen is one of the bigger boy 
groups, consisting of 13 members 
since its inception. Despite the 
large number, all of the members 
can showcase their talents 
through various television shows 
off-stage that helped establish 
their name in both South Korea 
and across the world. 

For instance, Boo Seungkwan, 
the main vocalist, joins as a guest 
star on several South Korean 
variety shows, introducing 
Seventeen to audiences that may 
not normally watch or listen to 
K-pop. Other non-South Korean 
members of the group, like Xu 
Minghao and Wen Junhui, also 
attend Chinese survival shows 
and guest shows, furthering their 
group’s popularity across Asia. 

Seventeen grew thier 
popularity with its members’ 
humor,  being known as the 
“funny K-pop group,” making 
a lasting impression in all the 
variety shows they guest in, such 
as “Knowing Brothers.” 

The K-pop group also has its 
own variety show called “Going 
Seventeen.” The show has several 
episodes, some of which have 
amassed over 5 million views. 
Seventeen furthered thier 
popularity with a YouTube 
documentary titled “Hit the 
Road,” which followed the 
members on their “Ode to You” 
world tour back in 2020. 

Not only does Seventeen make 
content in South Korea, but 
they also are featured in a lot of 
content in the U.S. as well. Their 
presence on famous talk shows 
and channels, such as “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!” and BuzzFeed, 
allowed Seventeen to grow their 
fan base overseas. 

Another element that sets 
Seventeen apart from other 
K-pop groups is that they 
produce their own music and 
dance choreography. As K-pop 
idols usually expect a fast turn-
around regarding the production 
of music albums and music videos, 
most groups have producers that 
produce music for them to ensure 
comebacks happen frequently. 
However, Seventeen self-produces 
most of their music, with vocalist 
Lee Jihoon, better known as 
Woozi, creating and composing 
many of their famous tracks, 
such as “HIT” and “_WORLD.” 
Additionally, members Hansol 
Vernon Chwe and Jeon Wonwoo 
also aid in lyric writing, creating 
most of the rap components in 
their songs.

Not only does Seventeen 
write and compose most of 
their discography, they also 
choreograph most of their dances 
for their live performances. 
Main dancer Kwon Soonyoung, 
more famously known as Hoshi, 
choreographed the dance routines 
for many of the group’s songs 
such as “Don’t Wanna Cry,” with 
a dance practice video amassing 
19 million views. Although 
their dances are very difficult, 
Seventeen is able to showcase 
thier synchronization in thier 
dance moves, strengthening thier 

popularity as a group that dances 
as one. 

Seventeen establ ished 
themselves as a versatile force in 
the K-pop industry by maximizing 
the talents of all 13 members. 
Seventeen not only promotes 
itself as a group, but they also 
perform in three separate units: 
a hip-hop unit, a vocal unit and 
a performance dance unit. By 
taking full advantage of these 
subunits, Seventeen is once again 
able to create content and songs 
unique only to them. 

For instance, in its recent world 
tour, “Be the Sun,” Seventeen’s 
three units all had a special 
production, creating a live 
performance that is distinctive 
only to their group. Seventeen is 
able to advance group promotion 
with individual units constantly 
showcasing their unique talents 
at different times than their 
counterparts. For instance, the 
performance unit was able to guest 
star in a variety show without 
the entire group present, and the 
vocal unit was able to create 
YouTube videos showcasing their 
songwriting process without the 
participation of other units. With 
the f lexibility of multiple units 
and combinations of members, 
Seventeen can easily promote and 
show off the skills that their fans 
love them for.

Seventeen has not only 
become a very popular K-pop 
phenomenon but also helped 
open the door for other K-pop 
groups to become a worldwide 
phenomenon. Seventeen has 
done many collaborations with 
other K-pop groups, including 
performing on variety shows 
with groups ENHYPEN and Le 
Sserafim.

Overall, Seventeen portrays a 
variety of skill sets and sides 
to thier audience that broaden 
thier inf luence not only in South 
Korea but also internationally. 
They are also able to spread 
South Korean culture by showing 
international fans facets of 
their traditions. Through their 
on-stage and off-stage personas, 
self-made choreography and 
music and versatility in the music 
industry with hip-hop, vocal and 
performance units, Seventeen has 
become a household name in the 
K-pop industry. 
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Whether you’re an incoming first-
year student, a transfer student or 
simply looking to get involved in the 
local art scene, here’s an introduction 
to some of the various art-related 
organizations  on campus or in Isla 
Vista you can support or join.

Glass Box Gallery: 

Located in the middle of the Arts 
Building, the Glass Box Gallery is a 
student-run exhibition space. During 
the school year, the Glass Box Gallery 
hosts a new exhibition weekly, with 
a student-artist hosting an opening 
reception, usually on Thursdays. 
The Glass Box Gallery is currently 
featuring “Unsettling California,” 
a student-curated exhibition that 
features works from contemporary 
California artists who highlight race 
and migration in their art. Be sure 
to check out “Unsettling California” 
before its closing reception on Sept. 
30. All the weekly exhibitions that 
will occur after are free of charge. For 
those interested in showcasing their 
artwork, the Glass Box Gallery also 
sends a quarterly email for artists to 
reserve a weeklong exhibition. 

Shrunken Heads Production 
Company 

UC Santa Barbara’s student-run 
musical theater company, Shrunken 
Heads Production Company puts 
on shows that are “produced by, 
starred in and done for students.” 
Shrunken Heads Production 
Company hosts various theater-
related events through the school 
year, such as workshops and concert 
series. Notably, the company hosts 
a spring musical. Some of their 
past shows include “High School 
Musical,” “Mamma Mia!” and 
“Spring Awakening.” The theater 
company also performs during the 
Magic Lantern’s screening of The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show around 
Halloween time in the I.V. Theater. 
Those interested in getting involved 
can check out Shrunken Heads 
Production Company’s Instagram 
page, @shpcucsb, and their Linktree.  
Supporters can be on the lookout for 
upcoming performances and shows 
on their Instagram page. 

I.V. Trading Post

The I.V. Trading Post is a student-

run organization that promotes 
sustainable fashion in Isla Vista 
through community events like pop-
up thrift shops and fashion shows. 
The pop-up thrift shops feature 
clothes that have been donated from 
people in Isla Vista, recirculating 
fashion in the community. Many 
of the I.V. Trading Post’s pop-ups 
also feature “3 for free,” allowing 
attendees to take home three 
articles of clothing for free! Their 
Instagram page, @ivtradingpost, 
also features #ThriftedThursday, 
allowing for followers and members 
of the community to show off their 
thrifted fits. Be sure to check out their 
Instagram page if you’re interested 
in donating clothes to attending an 
event or if you want to be featured 
on the page. 

Biko Garage

Located on Sueno Road in I.V., 
Biko Garage aims to create a safer 
space for BIPOC, queer and trans 
folk by hosting a wide array of 
events. Biko hosts concerts, open 
mics, yard sales and more for all 
ages. Biko is also an alcohol- and 
substance-free space. The Biko 
Garage works in conjunction with 
UCSB organizations to host events, 
such as the open mic events with 
UCSB’s MultiCultural Center. Those 
who want to be in and help foster a 
safe place can attend events that are 
posted on their Instagram page, @
bikogarage. 

KCSB-FM

KCSB-FM is UCSB’s student-run 
noncommercial radio station that 

airs a variety of radio shows and 
is host to a music blog. KCSB-FM 
had its beginnings in the early 1960s 
out of the Anacapa Residence Hall. 
Since then, the radio station has had 
quite the history. Notably, during the 
1970s, KCSB-FM became the first 
radio station to be ordered off the 
air by police. KCSB-FM commits 
to free speech and amplifies the 
community. Those interested in 
becoming involved in KCSB-FM can 
apply to become a radio programmer 
or apply to be on KCSB-FM staff. 
Those looking to support can tune in 
on 91.9FM or on their website, kcsb.
org, to buy merch and more. 

A.S. Program Board 

Associated Students is a student-
operated organization that hosts a 
wide array of entertainment events at 
UCSB. These events include movie 
screenings, concerts, and cultural 
events. Noteworthy annual events 
include Delirium and Extravaganza. 
Delirium is a concert that takes 
place during Halloween weekend. 
In 2021, Delirium was headlined 
by rappers Denzel Curry and 
Doechii. Extravaganza is a festival 
hosted during spring quarter that is 
headlined by a series of artists from 
different genres. Notable artists that 
performed at UCSB  Extravaganza 
include Drake, Kendrick Lamar, 
Charli XCX and Playboi Carti. Those 
interested in joining can volunteer  
with A.S. Program Board, and those 
who want to support can be on 
the lookout for A.S. Program Board 
events to attend as posted on their 
Instagram, @asprogramboard, and 
Facebook.
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 Faith Talamantez
 Non-practicing Bisexual

 For many new Gauchos, the 
most important week of school 
is the week before school even 
really begins — Welcome Week: 
the only chance you get to 
make friends, join cool clubs on 
campus and generally be a happy, 
functioning student. In order to 
ensure you are most successful 
during this crucial period of your 
life, it is important to attend the 
events that are happening all 
over campus. Unfortunately, for 
Inda Closset, things have already 
taken a turn for the worse.

 “I didn’t realize it was going 
to happen on literally the f irst 
day that anyone was even ON 
campus! How was I supposed to 
even know where to go? Now I’m 
scared to go anywhere!” Closset 
cried. 

 Sadly, Closset was unable to 
attend sexual orientation, where 
students are assigned their 
sexuality for their time here at 
UC Santa Barbara. As we all 
know, missing S.O. is the worst 

thing that could ever happen to a 
freshman, basically, ever. Before 
your year has even started, 
you are already hopelessly lost 
and alone with absolutely no 
chance of regaining your footing. 
Without sexual orientation, 
a student condemns themself 

to no social life, no romantic 
life and even worse, they are 
immediately banned from the 
UCen Starbucks. 

 “I don’t know what to do with 
myself. This one girl I met on 
Instagram posted that she got 
bisexual. Ugh! I’m literally so 
jealous. I don’t know what I’m 
gonna tell my parents. There’s 

no way I’m going to be able 
to bring home a boyfriend like 
they wanted. I won’t get to bring 
home anyone! Probably EVER!” 
Closset said. 

 Let this be a lesson to all 
those new Gauchos! Make sure 

to organize whatever calendar 
you use so that you don’t miss 
anything important. And, if you 
do end up missing something, 
pray that it’s not your sexual 
orientation.

Faith Talamantez can see where 
you are right now. Look behind you.
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

Incoming freshman decides 
racist mascot fucked up, 
but not dealbreaker

 Natalie Kothergirls
 Editor-in-Queef

We’re f inally back, Gauchos! 
As we all venture to campus 
for the beginning of the school 
year – some of us for the f irst 
time ever – it’s beautiful to see 
the fresh campus camaraderie 
that unites us as Gauchos. There 
are several experiences that bind 
us together as a student body, 
but one stands out among the 
rest: our collective decision that, 
although it really sucks that our 
mascot is culturally appropriated, 
it’s not a big enough reason not 
to go here. 

“It really is unfortunate,” 
incoming f irst-year student Nat 
A. Raycyst said, as she twirled 
the ends of her cornrows. “But, 
we’re in the top f ive public 
schools in the country, and our 
school is, like, right on the beach, 
so I just had to come here!” she 
exclaimed. Upon being informed 
that our beloved university is 

actually now No. 7 in the ranks, 
Raycyst dropped her jaw and 
furrowed her brow before kick-
ball-changing and storming 
away from our f ield reporter, 
muttering something about how 
she should’ve gone to Westmont 
instead.

Other freshmen seem to feel 
shocked by their retroactive 
racism. “That’s what a gaucho 
is?!” f irst-year student Iman 
Idiot gasped after learning that 
he chose to attend a university 
with an Argentinian folk hero 
for a mascot. “I thought it was 
a raccoon,” the poor little dunce 
choked out through tears of 

white guilt.
“Ummm … okay?” another 

white guy said.
Some incoming freshmen were 

shocked for another reason. “I 
didn’t know Ole Gaucho was a 
racist!” chimed in one f irst-year 
student. “What did he do? Use a 
slur? Dish, mama!”

The hashtag #OleIsOverParty 
started trending on Twitter 30 
minutes later.

So, unless you’re one of the 
2500ish students from 2018 that 
signed the petition to change 
UCSB’s mascot to the mapache, 
you can rest easy knowing 
that you’re safely a part of a 
community – a community that 
is complicit in the university’s 
casual racism for the sake of 
living on the beach and working-
hard-playing-hard ‘til the cows 
come home.

Natalie Kothergirls thinks the 
new mascot should be her favorite 
animal: her ex-boyfriend.

Ummm ... okay?

SOME WHITE GUY  
WE FOUND

“

SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 

Opinion: I like pointing out 
freshmen on DP because I am 

21 and dread my future

 Schmalison Warts
 Barb

There, I said it. I stand on my 
patio waiting for the swarms of 
dangerously Caucasian minors — I 
can see them bumble around in 
confusion and with a grossly high 
amount of self-confidence — just 
so I, a seasoned fourth-year, can 
feel cool. 

“Hey guys, I might have found 
an addy!” one yells to their pack as 
they desperately refresh YikYak to 
figure out the move, “They said 
it’s a band show so we might need 

tickets?”
Those fucking idiots. God, I 

am so cool. I can literally go to 
the store and show them my 
government identification and buy 
alcohol and drink it in my home. 
Them? De La Guerra realness. 

I mean, the reality is I would 
probably commit a crime to be in 
their place. It’s time to be real — to 
be able to see UCSB with fresh, 
nonjaded eyes and an excitement 
for the future? Unmatched. The 
excitement to consume a room-
temperature Four Loko with 
people that I met on a random 

Snapchat group chat? Unmatched. 
These kids haven’t taken Greek 
Myth before. They have not 
been handed a jug of borg. One 
day, they will find out that there 
has been porn filmed on Sands 
Beach, but today is not that day. 
Or maybe it is for the freshmen 
reading this as you walk directly 
down the bike path to get a “feel 
for the campus.” 

Ahh, kids.

Schmalison Warts is a withered, 
old crone with a fatty. Seriously, you 
can check for yourself.

Freshman distraught after 
missing sexual orientation
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ON THE MENU
On the Menu

   Stephanie Gerson
   On the Menu Co-Editor

During the school year, I always struggle with 
lunch. Sure, there are lots of options on campus and 
in Isla Vista if you’re in need of a quick bite, but trying 
to order a Subway sandwich in a timely fashion at 
the Arbor at peak lunch time is nearly impossible. 
Typically, I resort to packing up my leftovers from 
last night’s dinner in a sad tupperware. Let me tell 
you, eating cold pasta outside the library before 
rushing to lecture is not exactly the best lunchtime 
vibe. 

When I was younger, eating lunch at school 
seemed so seamless. An adult packed my lunch, and 
my palate was simple and underdeveloped. I probably 
ate hundreds of PB&Js during elementary and middle 
school and never got tired of it. Now that I’m older, 
I’m yearning for that same convenience but with 
some added maturity. After trying a similar sandwich 
at The Picnic Basket in Santa Cruz, I knew I had to 
recreate it. 

This PB&J for grown-ups has everything that you 
loved as a kid with an elevated twist. Swap the sugary 
Smucker’s jam for sweet, roasted red beets; swap the 
Jif peanut butter for almond butter; invest in some 
good, local bread; add a few other accouterments 
and you have yourself a delicious sandwich that 
would make 10-year-old you wince but future you 
extremely proud. 

Ingredients (makes 1 sandwich):
• 1 cup fresh red beets, halved
• ½ tablespoon olive oil
• Almond butter (however much your heart 

desires)
• ½ can of chickpeas, rinsed
• 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
• 1 sprig of fresh rosemary
• 2 slices of your choice of bread (I used a loaf of 

local bread from the farmers market)
• Ground paprika to taste 

• Salt and pepper to taste
• Leafy greens of your choice (optional)

Directions:
1. Cut the beets in half and place them on a 

baking sheet lined with tin foil or a reusable 
baking mat. Drizzle with olive oil, season with 
salt and pepper and roast in the oven for 15 
minutes at 350 F.

2. To prepare the chickpea mixture, mash the 
chickpeas in a bowl with a fork until they’ve 
reached a slightly mushy consistency. Combine 
with the Dijon mustard, rosemary, paprika, 
salt and pepper. 

3. Toast the bread before assembling the 
sandwich. I don’t care if you typically don’t 
toast your bread; from now on, the days of 
mushy bread are over. We’re adults now; we’ve 
moved on from Smucker’s Uncrustables. 

4. Now for the fun (and messy) part: assembly. 
One side of the sandwich should consist of a 
thin layer of almond butter with sliced beets 
placed on top. The other side should have 
a generous amount of the chickpea mixture 
spread on it. The sandwich also pairs well 
with arugula placed in between the two slices 
of bread. 

5. I recommend slicing the sandwich in half 
or eating it open-faced for an easier eating 
experience. Pack this sandwich with you on 
your way to class and enjoy!

As college students, we all have busy schedules. 
Finding time to prepare a nice sandwich isn’t always 
easy, especially during the middle of the day when 
you’re tasked with a million other things to do. 
However, parts of this sandwich can be prepped 
at the start of the week to make life easier. Roast 
the beets and create the chickpea spread on the 
weekend so by the time Monday rolls around, you’ll 
feel organized and prepared. Here’s to improving 
lunchtime one sandwich at a time!

A more sophisticated take 
on the classic PB&J
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   Chace Duma
   On the Menu Co-Editor

Hummus Republic, a 
Mediterranean fast-casual 
restaurant, opened at the end of 
May 2022, filling the space at 6546 
Pardall Road that was previously 
occupied by the thought-to-be 
infallible Blaze Pizza. 

I was cautiously excited when 
I first learned what would be 
replacing my beloved Blaze. 
Hummus Republic, at first glance, 
appeared reminiscent of one of 
my hometown favorites, CAVA, a 
similar Mediterranean fast-casual 
restaurant with many locations 
throughout Southern California. 
CAVA was my go-to back home 
for a quick, delicious meal, and I 
lacked a spot like that in Isla Vista. 

I was excited for a little more 
variety in the Isla Vista food scene; 
it’d be nice to have an option 
outside Mexican food, Asian food, 
pizza or miscellaneous drunchies. 
The caution, of course, came from 
three years of living in I.V. and 
being disappointed by mediocre 
food sold at expensive prices. 

After a long wait spent salivating 
at the sign on the empty building, 
Hummus Republic finally opened 
on May 26, 2022. I’ve had it twice 
since its opening, both experiences 
being pretty positive. 

Entering the restaurant, you’re 
met with the beginning of their 

bar where you start your order. At 
each station along the bar, there’s 
a list of options in the corner with 
each option marked with symbols 
denoting if they’re vegan, gluten-
free, organic or hormone-free. As 
someone who can’t eat gluten or 
dairy and tries to eat organic and 
hormone-free as much as possible, 
I really appreciated this touch. 
Small details like this are an easy 
way to make a customer feel more 
comfortable and confident in what 
they’re eating. 

I started my trip around the bar 
by opting for a bowl, the only option 
for someone who can’t eat gluten. 
My only disappointment with 
their menu came right afterward 
when I was asked to select a base. 
They offer five options: couscous, 
garbanzo beans, kale, mixed 
greens and spinach, allowing you 
to mix and match as you please. 
Couscous, the only grain offered 
as a base, is made of wheat and, 
therefore, contains gluten. I was 
looking forward to the heartiness 
that comes with a base made of 
grains but unfortunately had to 
opt for a couple of handfuls of 
the mixed greens instead. Given 
their allergen consciousness, I was 
surprised at their decision not 
to offer another, more dietarily 
inclusive grain like rice. 

Next, you saddle up to their 
spreads section. You’re allowed 
up to three ice cream-size scoops 

of their six spreads. I opted for 
the traditional hummus, kalamata 
olive hummus and harissa 
hummus. After that, you round 
the corner to their protein section. 
They offer three meat-based 
proteins and three plant-based 
proteins — an even split, which 
is rare! I opted for the chicken 
shawarma.

Next comes the toppings 
section, where you can really get 
creative. Hummus Republic offers 
over 15 toppings and you can 
choose as many as you want, 
the only limit being the size of 
your vessel. I chose the beets, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, kalamata 
olives and fresh herbs. I also chose 
the dolmades, which cost a dollar 
extra for two. Finally, you have 
your choice of six dressings. I 
opted for the simple lemon and 
olive oil. Overall, my bowl cost 
$15.36. 

So, how’d it taste? Great! While 
you can certainly pick and choose 
your bites, I mixed everything 
together. This way, the hummus 
coats every single bite of chicken, 
beet, olive, cucumber, etc., adding 
a wonderful creamy texture and 
f lavor. I love Mediterranean food 
for its freshness, and Hummus 
Republic didn’t disappoint; it’s 
exactly what I was looking for in a 
new I.V. restaurant. It’s healthy and 
delicious, and it’s sure to become a 
regular for me. 

Hummus Republic: 
Mediterranean fast 
casual comes to I.V.

For the most flavorful beets, shop from your local farmers market.

You can enjoy this sandwhich open-faced or add arugula in between the two slices of bread.

   Maya Salem
   Staff Writer

The thing I love most about summer is the amount 
of fruit available. And, yes, yes, I know. We live in 
California, where pretty much everything is in season 
all the time. But summer fruit just hits differently. 
Maybe it’s the freedom of having time to visit farmers 
markets and get the freshest ingredients, or lazily 
watching sunsets at the end of warm days.

Regardless, the best thing to do with fruit (and an 
abundance of it, I mean) is to eat it for every meal. 
And, you can! Nobody is going to stop you, especially 
me — unless you take my mangoes (my secret and 
favorite ingredient in this salad).

This isn’t your average Sunday brunch fruit salad. 
There are no grapes or apples or discolored bananas 
here. And, definitely, no straggler pieces of honeydew 
f loating in unknown liquid at the bottom of the 
bowl. This nectarine basil salad is an elevated dish, 
a quick and satiating rush of f lavors. The heat from 
roasted chickpeas, jalapeño and Thai basil match the 
cool sweetness of the crisp nectarines, tomatoes and 
oh-so-smooth Ataúlfo mangoes. 

Ingredients:
• 16 ounces heirloom cherry tomatoes
• 5 nectarines

• 28 ounces chickpeas
• 1/2 cup Thai basil
• 1 jalapeño
• 1-2 Ataúlfo mangoes
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 teaspoon paprika
• Kosher salt

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 400 F. 
2. Rinse and drain the chickpeas. Toss them with 

olive oil, paprika and salt. Bake for 15 minutes 
in the oven on the top rack, f lipping them 
halfway through, until golden brown. Let rest 
for a few minutes. 

3. Dice the nectarines and mangoes, halve the 
tomatoes and finely dice the jalapeño. Using 
kitchen shears, cut the basil into thin ribbons. 

4. Combine all ingredients in a large bowl and 
toss them together.

5. Add the chickpeas to the bowl, mix and serve. 

This dish will have you inspired to make fruit-
based salads for every meal. It’s packed with protein, 
vitamins and colorful f lavor that’s sure to impress 
every taste bud.

Tag @ucsbonthemenu on Instagram with your 
take!

End-of-summer nectarine 
basil salad 

A beautiful bowl with beets, tomatoes, cucumber, herbs, olives, chicken shawarma, and dolmas!
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 Join Ucsb’s Rowing 

Club 

Swing by one of our ROWING info 
meetings to learn more 

*No Experience Required 
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Though the transmission 
level of COVID-19 in the UCSB 
community is in the low category 
by the CDC’s scale, the return of 
students to campus still means 
the increased risk of spreading 
the virus, demonstrating the 
largest concern surrounding 
student health. 

To mitigate this, UCSB 
Student Health recommends 
masks indoors in shared spaces, 
specif ically during the f irst two 
weeks of the quarter where risk 
is predicted to be highest. 

The most recent booster shot, 
which targets the original strain 
of COVID-19 as well as the 
Omicron variants BA.4 and 
BA.5, is available by appointment 
via the Student Health Patient 
Portal. Rapid testing remains 
available for students at the front 
desks of the residence halls, in 
the campus bookstore at the 
UCen, the Student Resource 
Building, Recreation Center and 
University Library. 

The risk of outbreaks of 
the monkeypox and COVID-
19 viruses are being currently 
monitored via data collection by 
the Santa Barbara Department 
of Public Health. As of Sept. 
20, only 14 cases of monkeypox 
were conf irmed in Santa Barbara 
County. 

According to the CDC, 

monkeypox is not known to 
be transmitted via shared 
airspace and is rather 
spread through direct 
contact with the body 
f luids or sores of a 
person infected. 

Students not 
included in the 
priority groups 
for vaccines can 
protect themselves 
by washing their 
hands of ten, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a f ter contact 
with high-touch 
surfaces or the 
skin of someone 
who appears to 
have a rash 
r e s e m b l i n g 
monkeypox. 

Accord ing 
to UCSB 
S t u d e n t 
H e a l t h 
Services, a 
limited number 
of students 
can receive the 
JYNNEOS vaccine for 
monkeypox. The guidelines state 
that those who should prioritize 
getting the vaccine are people 
who have knowingly been in 
contact with someone who has 
monkeypox or “attended an 
event or venue where there was 
known monkeypox exposure.”  
Students who are “gay, bisexual, 

a n d 
o t h e r 

men (including 
cisgender and transgender men) 
who have sex with men or 
transgender women” are priority 
groups of the CDC for vaccine 
allocation.

In a partnership between 
the Recreation & Wellness and 
University Health departments 
at the University of Maryland, 

student health consists of 
eight di f ferent 

dimensions of 

wellness: 
p h y s i c a l , 

s o c i a l , 
e m o t i o n a l , 
i n t e l l e c t u a l , 
v o c a t i o n a l , 
env i ron ment a l , 
spi r i t ua l  and 
f inancial. All eight 
dimensions overlap 
and affect one another, 
uniquely summing up to a 
student’s overall health and 
wellness. A healthy balance 
of these eight dimensions, the 
guide reads, is different from 
person to person, depending on 
one’s environment and control 

over their circumstances. 
In a survey of 30,967 

participants conducted 
by Statista in 2021, 

only 39% of 
t h e 

s u r v e y e d 
college students 

said they believed 
that they were in good physical 
and mental health. 

In the same survey by Statista, 
23% of respondents reported 
feeling fatigued every day in 
the week before they took the 

survey. 41% of respondents said 
they experienced symptoms 
of depression in the last year. 
26.9% of students reported a 
diagnosis of a respiratory illness 
in the last 12 months before 
they took the survey. 

The beginning of the 
year marks a period 

of adjustment for 
many students as 

they experience 
new living 
situations and 
new campus 

involvements, 
m a t c h i n g 
their current 
involvements 

to an ever-
changing set 

of goals for the 
future. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to a guide by the 

University of New 
Hampshire, being healthy 

is more than not being sick. 
Physical wellness specif ically 
requires informed choices when 
it comes to precautions against 
illness and infection, alcohol, 
eating, reproductive health, 
sleep and stress management. 

A wellness map detailing 
where resources like condoms, 
menstrual products, hydration 
stations and rest chairs are 
located on campus can be 
found on the UCSB Health and 
Wellness website.
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who appears to 
have a rash 
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that they were in good physical 

survey. 41% of respondents said 
they experienced symptoms 
of depression in the last year. 
26.9% of students reported a 
diagnosis of a respiratory illness 
in the last 12 months before 
they took the survey. 

The beginning of the 
year marks a period 
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many students as 

they experience 
new living 
situations and 
new campus 

involvements, 
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their current 
involvements 

to an ever-
changing set 

of goals for the 
future. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to a guide by the 

University of New 
Hampshire, being healthy 

is more than not being sick. 
Physical wellness specif ically 
requires informed choices when 
it comes to precautions against 
illness and infection, alcohol, 
eating, reproductive health, 
sleep and stress management. 

A wellness map detailing 
where resources like condoms, 
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No crying, not even at home. Big Yang is 
watching you.

Students must raise their hand 3.79 
times per class, or fail

Must choreograph and perform an 
interpretive dance for 0.5 extra credit 

points

Attendance is mandatory, even if you 
have COVID-19 or monkeypox

� e top and bottom students must � ght 
to the death

Can only use the fourth � oor of the 
library

No electronic devices allowed, including 
cell phones, laptops, tablets and lightbulbs

Failing student are sent to the bottom of 
the lagoon

Weekly animal sacri� ces and rune 
reading

Your grade will be curved down by 10%, 
minimum

� e � nal is worth 90% of your grade

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES

FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Mandatory reading: Taylor Swift’s 
complete discography

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The Signs as Unhinged Fall Syllabus 
Requirements
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Here are all the things that I 
envisioned for my fall quarter at UCSB, 
in no particular order:

1. Find the love of my life. 
2. Find five other people to make up 

my friends-esque ensemble cast. If not 
“Friends,” at least “Community.”

3. Let the college experience turn me 
into the most intelligent, attractive and 
fulfilled version of myself.

Spoiler alert, it didn’t go exactly as 
planned…

What actually ensues is much less 
interesting: a pre quarter-life, quarter-
life crisis. Many days are spent 
wondering why Santa Barbara’s winter 
somehow feels colder than the Bay 
Area’s (answer: We’re on the beach) 
and taking regularly scheduled solo 
late-night beach walks that my mom 
absolutely detests because I’m “putting 
myself at risk” or something. 

The day I move in is cloudy and 
bright. With my LED lights and “The 
Social Network” posters plastered to 
my wall, I prepare myself for university 
life. 

Soon enough, I start making friends. 
We bond over our undying love of 

“Schitt’s Creek” and mutual distaste for 
certain dining hall entrees. 

I begin journaling and regularly 
working out, both things that I had 
failed to be consistent with in the past, 
but I’ve managed to keep up with at 
college. 

I read more, on the way to class and 
club meetings. I go to a used book 
store and pick up a copy — the only 
copy they had — of “The Accidental 
Billionaires,” the book that “The Social 
Network,” my favorite movie of all 
time, is based on.

I join clubs and student organizations 
that interest me. I regularly attend 
meetings for the Society of Automotive 
Engineers, despite knowing absolutely 
nothing about cars. 

At night, I take the bus back home 
and proceed to brag to my concerned 
parents that I’m “so independent.” I go 
to visit my friend in LA and we buy 
matching jackets. 

All my classes are humanities GEs, so 
naturally, I’ve fallen in love with them. 
The myriad of essays I’m assigned are 
an immense joy to write. 

Well, until the night my English 10 
essay is due.

My essay is due at 11:59 p.m. It’s 
currently 8:30 p.m., and I have not 
started. I stare at the blinking cursor, 
urging myself to write something, 
anything to fill the page. Tonight, 
at 11:59 p.m., also marks the end of 
the quarter, a moment synonymous 
with indescribable exhaustion and the 
unrelenting need to f lop over onto a 
couch and watch “Seinfeld” for three 
days straight. 

9:30 p.m. A feeble three sentences.
10:15 p.m. Four sentences.
And all at once, it all hits me, and I 

begin to cry. 
The essay was not the only cause 

for my outbreak of sobs. In reality, it 
was the three-month long culmination 
of my emotional response to the 
jarring, 800-volt shock that my college 
experience was not like I had pictured 
it. At all. All along, I avoided thinking 
about how my expectations and 
experiences weren’t matching up — the 
puzzle pieces were not making a very 
pretty picture, because they wouldn’t 
even fit together. My expectations and 

my reality were so starkly different 
that they were worthy of one of those 
cheesy YouTube videos from 2015. 

But, things like this aren’t always so 
simple. A quarter-life crisis level mental 
breakdown isn’t always as simple as, 
“college isn’t going the way I want it 
to.” Nevertheless, when college doesn’t 
exactly go the way you want it to, it 
doesn’t help.

This is not to say that my college 
experience thus far was bad; there 
were many moments that I truly 
enjoyed. I enjoyed getting to know 
new friends over matcha lattes at 
Cajé and stir fry at the Carrillo 
Dining Commons. I enjoyed 
reminiscing my highs and lows of 
the week at my American Marketing 
Association social committee 
meetings. I enjoyed discussing and 
debating unconventional poetry 
with the people in my English 10 
Honors section. But I was never fully 
satisf ied. I was looking at everyone 
else in my life and wondering why 
my experience didn’t look like theirs. 

My friendships were coming along, 
but they were taking time to develop. 
I was still getting to know people, 
letting the relationships progress 
slowly. Hopefully, somewhere along 
the line, we could eventually get 
to a point where we can call each 
other best friends. The thing was, 
everyone else had found their best 
friends. It seemed like everyone else 
knew right away. For them, it seemed 
easy and fun, like they didn’t have to 
try as hard as I did. 

Then came an inf lux of 
infuriatingly aesthetic, Pinterest-
worthy fall quarter Instagram photo 
dumps. My bookstore rendezvous 
and dinner at the dining hall didn’t 
seem as exciting or glamorous as 
they did before.

[@acquaintancefromhighschool] 
only needed three months to f ind 
her lifelong friends at school. [@
friendfromhighschool] found her 
literal soulmate, the actual love of 
her life. [@childhoodfriend] tells me 
over a FaceTime call that it all just 
happened, naturally. 

[@anotherchildhoodfriend] posts a 
“come to X school”-themed TikTok, 

f illed with a college experience that 
looked a whole lot better than mine.  

Their posts embodied the 
romanticized college experience 
TikToks I had watched and saved 
just a few months prior. 

Cue “ jealousy, jealousy” by Olivia 
Rodrigo because “I kinda wanna 
throw my phone across the room.”

I was falling behind, time was 
running out and before I knew it, I 
would be wearing my cap and gown 
telling myself that I only had “a 
couple more minutes” left to attain 
the perfect, sitcom-worthy college 
experience. 

But really, the crux of it all, was 
the whiplash of being catapulted 
into the intense extraversion that 
adulthood required. My social life 
had been undeniably sheltered since 
the start of the pandemic. I engaged 
in hours-long FaceTime calls with 
my tight-knit group of high school 
friends, with nothing else prompting 
me to branch out. I was comfortable; 
frankly, I was too comfortable. Once 
I got to university, it felt like I had to 
relearn what it entailed to make new 
friends and to know new people. 
It was an adjustment, one that my 
friends didn’t seem to need to make.

Back in my dorm room, I call my 
mom, wipe away my tears, ask for 
an extension on the essay and head 
to sleep.

As I stare out the window on 
the six-hour-long Amtrak bus 
back home, I listen to “Bittersweet 
Symphony” by The Verve in an 
attempt to have the oh-so-coveted 
“main character moment” that 
everyone’s been talking about. You 
know, the moment when the main 
character looks back on all they’ve 
been through — all the hardships and 
struggles — and focuses their gaze on 
an object into the distance, offering 
the camera a resolute yet attractive 
look signifying to the audience that 
it was all worth it.

I think, “Winter quarter, here I 
come.”

Amitha Bhat walked around campus 
last fall as though she was the star of 
the “Bittersweet Symphony” music video.
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AUDREY KENYON /  DAILY NEXUS

LAST YEAR WAS MY FRESHMAN 
YEAR AT UC SANTA BARBARA. 
TOWARD THE END OF THE YEAR, 
I WROTE A THREE-PART PIECE, 
EACH PART REFLECTING ON MY 
EXPERIENCE DURING EVERY 
QUARTER. WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO PUBLISH EACH PART DURING 
EACH CORRESPONDING QUARTER 
THIS ACADEMIC YEAR. SO, AS 
WE BEGIN A NEW FALL QUARTER, 
PLEASE ENJOY MY REFLECTIONS 
FROM FALL QUARTER 2021, MY 
FIRST QUARTER AT UCSB. 


