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Katherine Swartz
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief

If I had one word to describe 
me, I’d always choose “writer.” 
This letter is my 101st article for 
the Nexus, and I’m embarking on 
a career in journalism because 
nothing gives me joy quite like 
bringing awareness to a cause, 
shining light to injustice and 
changing the way people see the 
world. 

But as I sit here on a Tuesday 
morning trying to jot this letter 
down, I have no words. 

How do I conclude on a time 
that feels so unfinished? That’s 
not for lack of fulfillment. I found 
my home within the Daily Nexus 
through all the smart, funny and 
talented editors who dedicate 
themselves each and every week 
to bringing this paper to life. 

I know I’ve accomplished things 
here I couldn’t have dreamt of 
four years ago. But as I get ready 
to walk across that graduation 
stage, I can’t help thinking of 
what I would do differently if I 
had the chance to do it all again. 

There’s this saying among 

journalists: The article is never 
really finished, it’s just as finished 
as it can be before deadline. I’ve 
found this to be true for nearly 
every article I’ve written or film 
project I’ve worked on, and I’m 
sure many of you have felt the 
same on papers and assignments. 
You get your work as close to 
perfect as possible, but time is 
always ticking, demanding you 
to stop. 

There’s no way I could finish 
my time in college with some 
perfect bow to wrap it all up — not 
at a school where there’s always 

new classes being taught and new 
opportunities to pursue. There’s 
just simply not enough hours in 
the day to do it all. 

But what makes it all so special 
— both at UCSB and as editor-
in-chief of the Daily Nexus — is 
that the time is finite. I have a 
deep appreciation for print nights 
knowing there’s only so many in 
the year, a deep appreciation for 
sunny skies knowing I only have 
so many sunsets left in Isla Vista. 

But through it all, unfinished 
as it all may feel, I never stopped 
feeling the joy. I remember so 
vividly being a freshman and 
thinking how lucky I was to have 
chosen this paradise of a place to 
spend four years. Well, I’m happy 
to report that four years later, that 
honeymoon phase never ended. 

Getting to serve as your editor-
in-chief is the highest honor of 
my personal and professional life. 
It’s professional because we have 
a responsibility as your student 
newspaper to hold this university 
accountable to its students, and 
I hope that pursuit is evident 
in everything we produce. But 
above all, this is a personal honor 
because I truly believe that as 
editor-in-chief, I answer above all 
to you, the students of UCSB. 

Not many students get to say 
they’ve carved out a legacy, but I 
know my legacy is in these pages. 
You won’t find my name, but 
you’ll see the names of so many 
others. It’s not just about the 
reporters who write articles and 
the photographers, artists and 
designers who put it all together. 
In these pages, you see the names 
of every person interviewed, 
every group written about. As the 
Nexus, we carry your stories. To 
lead the team that does that work 
is an honor, privilege and joy that 
I carry with me every day. 

Melanie Ziment: You kept my 
scatterbrained mind af loat and 
made my big ideas reality. Hannah 

Appel: Your creativity has shined 
in every page produced. Holly 
Rusch: I’ve seen you grow over 
three years more than anyone else 
at the Nexus, and I know you’re 
going to continue to shine. Emily 
Kocis: You make the Nexus such 
a fun place to work, and I can’t 
wait to see all the ideas you’ll 
execute next year as managing 
editor. And there are so many 
other editors that have made my 
time so special; serving you all 
has been my greatest joy. 

None of this year would have 
been possible without the many 
(many) Nexus alums in my 
corner, including editor-in-chief 
extraordinaires Jorge Mercado, 
Hannah Jackson and Harper 
Lambert; Simren Verma, Omar 
Hernandez, Max Abrams and the 
two best damn journalists I know, 
Evelyn Spence and Sanya Kamidi.

My time at UCSB is nothing 
without the friends who have 
stood by my side through thick 
and thin. To my Modesto 
compatriots John and Ari, to my 
San Nic besties Sam, Mia, Emily 
A. and Emily H. and, of course, 
to Amy: you have all changed me 
for the better. I hope I’ve done the 
same. 

Finally, to the next editor-in-
chief, Atmika Iyer. You’re an 
unstoppable force, and you’ve 
been that way since day one. You 
push me to be better every day, 
and I’m thrilled to see all you’ll 
achieve.

My time here is f inite, but 
UCSB and the Daily Nexus are 
not. Buildings will come and go 
on this campus and editors will 
shuff le in and out of the doors of 
our Storke Tower basement. You 
can see the memories of these 
editors on our walls, the photos 
and beer bottles and sticky notes 
that are a piece of living history. I 
walk away from the greatest job 
I’ve ever had knowing I’m leaving 
a piece of myself behind. 

Letter From the Editor: Who Knows Where 
the Time Goes? 

Courtesy of Katherine Swartz

Nisha Malley
County News Editor

Isla Vista community leaders are 
working to address balcony, roof 
and cliff safety issues following 
local tragedies, including the 
recent death of a UC Santa Barbara 
alumnus who fell from a cliff during 
alumni weekend this month.

The I.V. Safe Committee — a 
commission overseen by the I.V. 
Foot Patrol — discussed the issue 
at a May 10 meeting, which was 
attended by representatives from 
Santa Barbara County, the Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff ’s Office, 
the UC Police Department, UCSB, 
the I.V. Community Services 
District (IVCSD) and the I.V. 
Recreation & Park District.

At a May 12 I.V. Community 
Network meeting on the same 
issue, Santa Barbara County 2nd 
District Supervisor Gregg Hart said 
the death of the UCSB alumnus — 
25-year-old Chasen Alibrando — 
on April 29 prompted community 
agencies to hold conversations 
with local property owners to 
address safety issues.

“The Foot Patrol and the county 
are working together to engage 
property owners, on Del Playa in 
particular, to address balcony and 
roof safety issues,” Hart said. “We 
had the tragic death of a former 
UCSB alum not that long ago, 
and so engaging with property 
owners to remind them about their 
responsibilities about deck and roof 
safety issues is really top of mind.”

IVCSD Director and President 
Spencer Brandt affirmed this 
sentiment, additionally citing other 
balcony and cliff-related injuries 
and deaths.

“During alumni weekend, there 
was a tragic incident where an 
[alumnus] fell from a balcony, down 
the cliff and was killed,” Brandt 
said. “I think that, combined with 
other falls that were experienced 

on balconies during Deltopia, 
has really put a spotlight on how 
dangerous some of these properties 
can be.”

Several community members 
have fallen from the cliffs along 
Del Playa Drive over the last two 
decades, out of which at least five 
people died.

In 2014, 20-year-old UCSB 
student Sierra Markee-Winkler 
died after sustaining injuries 
consistent with falling from a cliff. 
In 2013, 18-year-old Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo student Giselle Ayala 
fatally fell during the weekend 
of Deltopia. In 2012, 21-year-old 
UCSB student David Propp died 
after a tragic fall. UCSB student 
Noah Krom died after a fall in 2009  
at the age of 22, a week before 
graduation. Twenty-two-year-old 
Santa Barbara City College student 
Tyler VonRuden fatally fell in 2005.

The hazardous nature of the 
balconies and cliffs along Del Playa 
Drive have been a long-posed 
concern to the I.V. community.

“Balcony and cliff safety has 
been an issue in our community 
for a really long time,” Brandt 
said. “Over the years, we have 
unfortunately seen a large number 
of cliff falls from residents, some of 
which have been fatal.”

The environmental degradation 
and erosion of the cliffside — a 
problem exacerbated by the 
effects of climate change — pose 
a safety hazard to residents of I.V., 
according to Brandt. 

The bluffs are retreating at an 
average rate of 6 inches per year, 
according to property line surveys 
conducted by the county. In 
addition, single-event cliff failures 
hasten the process of erosion. In 
2017, a bluff collapsed at 6653 Del 
Playa Drive following a heavy 
storm, forcing the evacuation and 
displacement of 28 residents. The 
bluff had served as a communal 
backyard balcony for nine units.

Brandt said that addressing these 
concerns requires cooperation from 
local property owners, who are 
obligated to take accountability for 
the safety of their housing and invest 
in protective measures. However, 
efforts initiated by IVCSD, UCSB 
and other community stakeholders 
historically met resistance from 
property owners who were 
unwilling to invest in safety 
improvements, Brandt said.

“There have been challenges 
working with property owners that 
are often very absent from efforts 
to try to promote safety in Isla 
Vista,” Brandt said. “This is part 
of a pattern from some property 
owners in Isla Vista, whether 
they’re oceanside properties or not, 
that really neglect to make the 
infrastructural investments to their 
property that they need to keep 
them safe and habitable.”

Brandt emphasized that 
neglectful behavior by property 
owners poses difficulties for local 
governments to effectively mitigate 
hazardous conditions.

“There have been a lot of 
challenges, and it remains to be 

seen exactly how to bring property 
owners to the table,” he said.

In the past, Santa Barbara 
County took actions to impose 
and enforce policies addressing 
cliff safety in I.V., such as erecting 
permanent fencing along the bluffs 
on publicly owned land in 2015 and 
increasing the minimum setback 
between the cliff edge and private 
properties in 2019.

At the May 12 I.V. Community 
Network meeting, Hart relayed 
current efforts being undertaken by 
the Santa Barbara County Planning 
and Development department to 
increase the height of fencing along 
the bluffs to improve cliff safety.

“We spoke just this week with 
the director of the planning and 
development department for the 
county of Santa Barbara about the 
fences and the recent tragedy. Her 
staff is again dusting off that work,” 
Hart said. 

“They had previously attempted 
to work with the coastal 
commission about the possibility 
of changing the ordinances 
regarding the fence height along 
the bluffs, and they are going to 

renew those conversations with 
the coastal commission staff, see 
if there’s any opportunity to make 
some progress,” he continued.

Hart said that the county is 
also conducting site inspections 
of oceanside Del Playa Drive 
properties, in particular those 
“dangerously close” to the bluff 
edge.

“The bluff ’s eroded in a number 
of spots, so they are actively 
working with the property owners 
on those locations,” Hart said at 
the meeting.

Brandt said he hopes that 
pushing for an expansion of safety 
measures will help to prevent 
possible future tragedies.

“It’s heartbreaking to see that 
oftentimes these tragedies have to 
take place in order to build the 
support to try to investigate these 
dangerous situations, and I feel 
very saddened about that,” Brandt 
said. “I really think it’s important 
for everyone that is involved to be 
working to try to prevent those 
tragedies in the future.”

Holly Rusch contributed 
reporting to this article.

Isla Vista Tragedies Renew Conversations 
Around Balcony and Cliff Safety

NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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Eight years ago on May 23, 
2014, six victims lost their lives 
and 13 others were injured in the 
2014 Isla Vista tragedy. 

To honor and remember the 
victims — George Chen, Cheng 
Yuan “James” Hong, Weihan 
“David” Wang, Katherine Breann 
Cooper, Christopher Ross 
Michaels-Martinez and Veronika 
Weiss — UC Santa Barbara’s 
Associated Students and Student 
Affairs, along with the I.V. 
Recreation & Park District, held 
a day of remembrance at I.V.’s 
Love and Remembrance Garden. 

Throughout the garden — 
which is located in People’s Park  
— are six benches, built in honor 
of each of the victims of the 
tragedy. During the memorial 
event, their stories were displayed 
on their respective benches, 
and the garden was lined with 
paper bags displaying hearts and 
messages of remembrance. 

UCSB alumnus Albert Zeng 
said the memorial was important 
for reviving the memory of those 
impacted by this tragedy.

“It’s important that we keep 
this event in our memory. We 
remember the people that were 
affected by it, and we just don’t 
let them fade,” he said.

“It’s always the perpetrators 
that get glorified, and then they 
get all the attention, and no one 
knows the names of the people 
who were affected. They just 
become another statistic,” Zeng 
continued.

Zeng said the display of each 
of the victim’s stories throughout 
the garden helped humanize 
each of the victims and allowed 
community members to 
remember who they were as 

people.
“Telling each person’s stories 

really humanizes the victims and 
makes everyone think, ‘This was 
a person like us.’ They had their 
own dreams. They had their 
own interests, their own lives — 
everything. And I think without 
that, there would be a lot less 
empathy.”

For Assistant Vice Chancellor 
and Dean of Student Life 
Katya Armistead, the day of 
remembrance is an opportunity 
to honor those that lost their 
lives and ref lect on how to better 
serve the student community. 

“Some really wonderful things 
came out of this horrific event 
in terms of community, how 
we started looking at Isla Vista 
differently and how important 
Isla Vista is to our community as 
part of UCSB,” she said. “These 
were our UCSB students, and 
we don’t want that to get lost. 
If we had to lose these amazing 
students, I don’t want it to be for 
nothing.”

Armistead said that it’s 
important to continue to 
remember the tragedy and the 
lives lost. 

“It is hard for us who work 
so closely with students when 
they start getting further away 
from it and not realizing how 
precious life is, how important 
mental health is, how we can 
take care of one another and how 
we can come together during 
really tough times,” she said. 

Second-year aquatic biology 
major Ella Markley said the 
memorial served as a reminder 
to the current generation to do 
what they can in order to not let 
something similar happen in the 
future. 

“[The tragedy] shook everyone 
to the core, and to realize it 
happened so close, and it 
happened to people our age who 

were just college students who 
weren’t doing anything wrong 
— it shook everyone,” she said. “I 
think it still does to this day and 
made us, from what I understand, 
come together a lot and support 
each other in the community 
because it affected, everyone.”

“It’s good that we keep 
remembering [the people 
affected] and remembering 
what happened, so we can do 
everything in our power to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again,” 
Markley continued.

Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) Director 
and President Spencer Brandt 
ref lected on the impact of the 
tragedy throughout the years 
and how it provided a voice 
for the community in national 
conversations about gun violence.

“The Love and Remembrance 
Garden is a beautiful space that 
allows residents to celebrate the 
lives of those who have lost, but 
I also think an important part of 
remembrance is also advocacy,” 
he said. “As a community that 
has this experience of being 
marred by gun violence, we 
have an important voice in the 
national conversation about gun 
violence.”

“Even in a very dark time, 
our community was able to 
come together to fight. Students 
worked to pass California’s f irst 
red f lag gun law to get guns out 
of the hands of those who are at 
risk of harming themselves or 
others,” he said. “Students worked 
to form Isla Vista’s f irst local 
governments, so that the people 
who live here and had been left 
out in the political process could 
have a say to determine our own 
destiny.”

IVCSD General Manager 
Jonathan Abboud said that the 
impacts of the tragedy inf luenced 
cultural changes within I.V., 

leading to a stronger and more 
positive community.

“Immediately after, there 
was a lot of change in terms of 
people. There’s just a different 
focus in the community, more 
towards community building,” 
Abboud said. “It made us want 
to reevaluate and see how we 
could be a stronger community 
because the tragedy was rooted 
in all these things like misogyny 
and racism.”

Abboud said that initiating 
positive changes throughout the 
community can help foster a 
sense of strength and connection.

“People had a way they wanted 
to make things better and giving 
them a chance to help do that — 
it’s not related to the tragedy, but 
by creating these more positive 
interactions and more positive 
connections in the community 
… that’s how you make the 
community stronger,” he said.

“You can never 100% prevent 
these [tragedies] from happening, 
but the stronger your community, 
the more healthy, the better 
connections, it does, hopefully, 
reduce the chances.”

Director of UCSB’s Counseling 
& Psychological Services Brian 
Olowude was also in attendance 
at the day of remembrance. 

“We have to remember the 
hope and promise of each one 
of these students; we have a 
responsibility to make sure that 
it’s not lost as we move forward,” 
he said. 

“When we were struck by 
another tragedy and loss of 
students who had such promise 
and each tragedy afterwards, we 
start to get a little more numb,” 
Olowude continued. “We have to 
remember the hope and promise 
of each one of these students so 
that we aren’t repeating it, so we 
aren’t at another memorial, we 
aren’t at another remembrance.” 

UCSB, I.V. Honor Victims of 2014 Isla Vista Tragedy

Mark Alfred
Asst. News Editor

After a turbulent four years, UC 
Santa Barbara graduating seniors 
ref lected on their time on campus 
and online. From the campus 
community to the beach living, 
seniors shared with the Nexus 
what meant most to them during 
their time at the university.

Fourth-year global studies 
major Alejandra Lara said she 
didn’t have UCSB at the top of 
her college list but quickly took 
to the campus and its community.

“I had a lot of fun, and I’m glad 
I came here because, honestly, 
this wasn’t my first option, but I’m 
glad I chose coming [to UCSB] 
because I met so many amazing 
people,” she said. “It’s a beautiful 
place, and I definitely had the 
best years of my life here. If you 
do come here, make the most out 
of it.”

Similarly, fourth-year 
environmental studies major Kyra 
Nadir wrote in an email to the 
Nexus that, upon visiting campus 
and the surrounding community, 
she was immediately drawn to 
UCSB. 

“As soon as I visited, I genuinely 
felt at home, both on campus 
and in Isla Vista,” Nadir said. I 
loved the feeling of community 
and the easy access to nature, 
and UCSB quickly became my 
first-choice school. Some of my 
favorite things to do as a freshman 
were walking around the lagoon, 
getting food with friends in I.V. 
and exploring downtown Santa 
Barbara on weekends.” 

Fourth-year biological sciences 
major Ryan Oswalt said the 
beachside location was a big draw 
for students.

“You can’t really complain 
about the location,” Oswalt said. 
“I think it draws a lot of people 
in; it definitely drew me here. 
You’re right on the beach, so no 
complaints there.”

Mallika Gupta, a fourth-
year financial mathematics and 
statistics major, ref lected on her 

growth at UCSB. 
“I feel like I’ve grown so much 

during these past four years in 
college. From being an anxiety-
ridden freshman to isolating 
during the pandemic and then 
trying to pick up the pieces again 
as a senior — it has definitely been 
a challenge,” Gupta said. “But I am 
so proud of the person I’ve grown 
into, and I am so grateful that I 
got to spend this past year back 
at the most beautiful place I’ve 
ever lived. I’ll sincerely miss my 
friends, roommate, classmates, 
coworkers, a cappella community 
and, most importantly, the ocean!”

Many seniors spoke about the 
friendliness of UCSB’s campus 
community as a whole. Fourth-
year English major Leslie Reyes 
said that the friends she made 
throughout her time at the 

university helped her through 
difficult times.

“The friends that I made 
became family, and they were 
there for me when I was going 
through a really hard time dealing 
with grief and losing a loved one 
and going through a hard, abusive 
relationship,” Reyes said. “They 
were there for me every step of 
the way, and I definitely realized 
what friendship means here.”

Nadir similarly wrote fondly 
about the friendships she has 
made on campus, including with 
her current housemates who she 
has known since her freshman 
year. 

“During my time at UCSB, I’ve 
also made some of the best and 
closest friendships I’ve ever had,” 
she said. “In our current house 
of six people, there is an endless 

supply of movie nights, arguments 
about ‘Twilight,’ debrief sessions 
and taking turns annoying our 
housemate’s cat, Juno. We’ve 
all helped each other grow into 
adults, and I feel incredibly lucky 
to have had them as a support 
system. While I’m going to miss 
seeing them every day, I’m also 
incredibly excited to see the 
wonderful things they do in the 
next chapter of our lives.”

Several seniors cited the quality 
of UCSB professors as a highlight 
of their time in college.

Fourth-year pharmacology 
major Serhat Suzer described the 
satisfaction of having instructors 
appreciate when students put in 
the work.

“I love talking to professors 
who are passionate about their 
field, and when you ask them a 

question that they find insightful, 
it’s just that light-up look on their 
face that lets you know that you 
did your due diligence; you know 
what you’re talking about,” Suzer 
said.

Fourth-year biological sciences 
major Anagha Thiagarajan 
echoed these points and 
encouraged potential students to 
enroll at UCSB.

“There’s a lot of great people 
here, a lot of great professors, and 
if you’re ever deciding between 
UCSB and somewhere else, 
definitely go here,” she said.

The graduating class of 2022 
were only sophomores when the 
COVID-19 pandemic prompted 
schools to transition to online 
learning. Thiagarajan said that, 
while it was disappointing to shift 
online, UCSB’s accommodations 
helped the experience.

“I definitely think UCSB was 
a really good school to be at 
for COVID because there was a 
really good transition to online 
learning here, and I felt that there 
was a lot of help in terms of 
communicating with teachers 
online and things like that,” she 
said. “Overall, I look back at it 
pretty positively.”

Suzer said that the pandemic 
took away from his college 
experience, and he viewed 
his return to campus as an 
opportunity to make up for lost 
time.

“It was cut short because of 
COVID. We spent two years 
on campus out of a four-year 
education, so honestly I wish 
I took in more of the campus 
and that’s probably what I most 
regret,” Suzer said.

Reyes described the transition 
online as difficult, with at-home 
instruction lacking the same 
amenities as in person.

“It was difficult when it was 
online just because I need to read 
sitting in a classroom to learn, 
so it was definitely a difficult 
time, especially dealing with 
everything that was going on in 
the outside world,” Reyes said.

Fourth-year history of public 
policy and law major Sage Ceja 
said that she was surprised that 
she received a quality education 
given UCSB’s reputation. 

“It’s definitely been weird, 
especially going through college 
during the pandemic, but I’ve 
enjoyed my experience here,” 
Ceja said. “I’ve been getting 
along with all the people I’ve 
met, and I definitely got a high-
quality education which is kind of 
surprising given the stereotype of 
UCSB being a party school.”

Fourth-year communication 
and sociology double major Nyah 
Rae Scott has a self-described 
“love-hate relationship” with 
UCSB but said that, overall, her 
experience at the university has 
been filled with love. 

“So much love for my 
roommates, my friends, my 
on-campus co-workers, the 
Rosarito’s Gaucho burrito and the 
randoms I met freshman year that 
I still have added on Snapchat,” 
she said in an email statement to 
the Nexus. “Constantly bonking 
my little ‘ol head at I.V. band 
shows, completely obliterating 
the arches in my feet by walking 
miles on chilly Friday nights in 
2018, and talking my way into 
running one too many campus 
Instagram accounts was all worth 
it in the end.”

Nadir wrote that witnessing 
incoming students visit campus 
has been bittersweet, but she is 
hopeful their experience at UCSB 
will be as rewarding as it was for 
her. “Seeing incoming students 
touring UCSB with their families 
has led me to reminisce on my 
time here, and I wonder how 
their experiences will compare to 
mine,” Nadir said. “I’m confident 
that they’ll find their own unique 
place in UCSB’s community 
and know that they’ll leave here 
prepared to make a positive 
change in the world.”

Natalie Gomez and Caroline 
Gee contributed reporting to this 
article.

Seniors Reminisce on Their Years at UC Santa Barbara

UCSB alumnus Albert Zeng said the memorial was important for 
reviving the memory of those impacted by this tragedy.

KYLE DIAZ / DAILY NEXUS 

KYLE DIAZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Fourth-year biological sciences major Ryan Oswalt said the beachside location was a big draw for 
students.
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UCSB and Isla Vista community members brought flowers and 
candles to the Love and Remembrance Garden on May 23. 
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2022 UC Berkeley alumna Alexis 
Atsilvsgi Zaragoza reflected on her 
term as University of California 
students’ only voting representation 
on the UC Board of Regents this 
year. 

Zaragoza, whose term will 
end this June, held the position of 
student regent for two academic 
terms: from 2020-21 as a non-voting 
student regent and from 2021-22 as 
a voting regent. She described her 
job, in large part, as communicating 
student needs and experiences to the 
regents and navigating “disconnect 
in the hierarchical structure” that 
exists within the UC’s governing 
bodies. 

“For me, it’s been really interesting 
observing that as a student and 
understanding that these things 
that students face day-to-day on 
campuses sometimes do not get 
translated up to [the regents] at all,” 
she said. “That’s sort of our job, 
in a lot of ways, is trying to take 
up these things that the regents 
absolutely should know about, but 
for some reason don’t, because that 
communication is lost.”

Coming into the position, 
Zaragoza said she found herself 
disillusioned with the UC’s internal 
processes as a whole and was 
specifically frustrated that financial 
aid catered to foster youth ends at 
the age of 25. 

With the help of the regents, 
however, she was able to research 
the reason for the age cutoff and 
assist in setting up a financial aid 
fund for foster youth — named the 
Cal B Grant Foster Youth Award — 
with no age limit. 

“Some of the regents might have 
the absolute best intentions … but 
they’re still missing that day-to-
day interaction and understanding 
the problems with the university,” 
Zaragoza said. “That’s where 
the student regent comes in and 
communicates those issues, and 
then those regents that do care 
about things, then they can make 
things happen.”

Throughout her tenure, she 
focused on a plethora of issues, from 
increasing student representation on 
the Board of Regents to a variety of 
financial aid policies. 

Currently, the Board of Regents 
only permits one student regent 
to vote on the board, although 
permitting a second voting student 
regent is currently awaiting approval 
from the California State Assembly. 

“It took years and years of pushing 
and, finally, we’ve got it closer than 
we’ve ever had before,” Zaragoza 
said. “Hopefully, in the upcoming 
year, that will be in effect.”

She also worked on mediating 
compromises that would benefit 
students amidst the regents’ decision 
to increase tuition across the UC 
beginning in 2022, which she voted 
against. 

“I was able to amend the tuition 
agreement,” Zaragoza said. “I had a 
joint proposal with Regent Michael 
Cohen, and that was to change the 
amount of money in tuition policy 
that was going back to students 

directly as direct aid [to 45%].” 
She also worked to limit the 

inflation cap to 5% and ensure that 
the tuition hike would be revisited in 
five years — “Just to see, is it actually 
working? Prove it to me.”

Zaragoza also worked on 
changes to residential policy to 
help “documented undocumented” 
students keep in-state tuition fees. 

“We fixed up a bunch of residency 
policies to try to include more 
students and do all kinds of things 
with that, and now that problem 
doesn’t exist anymore. That took 
up such a large part of my year,” 
she said. 

She expressed both hope and 
disappointment regarding projects 
like Double the Pell and Cal Grant 
reform, both of which aim to 
provide UC students with increased 
financial aid and are undergoing 
long and bureaucratic processes to 
reach full funding. 

“Our financial aid processes have 
gotten stuck,” she said. “I think that’s 
the really frustrating part — just 
we got a tuition increase. And so 
now we’re dealing with that and 
trying to figure out how many [and] 
which students are slipping through 
the cracks and are not getting the 
financial aid that they actually 
deserve and need to cover tuition.”

“It’s like, great, so now tuition is 
increased. And now Cal Grant is 
not being fully funded. And our Pell 
Grant isn’t being doubled. So what 
does that leave us with? So those 
are some of the frustrations, I think, 
for over the past year,” Zaragoza 
continued. 

Zaragoza said the success that 
made her the happiest was the 
UC Native American Opportunity 
Plan, which provides free tuition 
to California residents who are 
members of federally recognized 
Indigenous tribes. Currently, she is 
working alongside the UC to secure 
tuition for California residents 
who are members of California’s 
Indigenous tribes and cannot be 
offered free tuition under the plan. 

“What the UC had been doing was 
working with the tribes and trying 
to figure out, can you offer a pot of 
money for these students, especially 
because there’s not too many of the 
students there, at least as of right 
now. Hopefully, there’ll be more in 
the future,” she said. “There’s a pot of 
money now that will guarantee that 
[free tuition], it’s just coming from 
a different resource, and the UC is 
facilitating that.”

As the second Native woman to 
serve as a student regent — the first 
being Jacquelyn Ann Ross, who 
served from 1987-88 — Zaragoza 
emphasized advocacy for Indigenous 
students at the forefront of her 
work. This included pushing for 
divestment from the Thirty Meter 
Telescope (TMT) project alongside 
UCSA President and UCSB External 
Vice President for Statewide Affairs 
Esmeralda Quintero-Cubillan. 

“For both of us, we didn’t get 
divestment from TMT, which is 
something that we really had hoped 
for,” Zaragoza said. “But for one, 
having this many Indigenous people, 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor

With the 2021-22 academic year 
coming to a close, UC Santa Barbara 
students and administrators 
ref lected on COVID-19 and its 
impact on instruction.

The year has been nothing short 
of unconventional, with instruction 
and student life transitioning 
between in person and remote 
as community members navigated 
changing COVID-19 health 
guidelines impacted by the 
pandemic. 

Fall Quarter 2021

The year began with an 
in-person fall quarter after 18 
months of remote instruction, as 
students returned  to campus in 
September 2021. Even amid the 
surge in population in Isla Vista 
and its surrounding areas, COVID-
19 case numbers remained “fairly 
consistent,” the Nexus reported, 
and I.V. had the second-lowest case 
rate in the county as of Oct. 12. 

UCSB reported 57 positive 
COVID-19 cases since Sept. 19, 
with 52 of these cases coming 
from undergraduate students. 

As of Sept. 13, the University 
Library reopened its main and 
music buildings, with all eight 
f loors, along with study rooms, 
fully back in operation. 

With the beginning of fall 
quarter came the administration 
of COVID-19 booster shots for                                                                     
anyone 18 and older in a 
long-term facility or who is 
immunocompromised being 
eligible for the vaccination as 
of Oct. 30. UCSB also began its 
randomized COVID-19 testing 
on Oct. 7, which implemented a 
system of randomly selecting and 
testing vaccinated students. 

Second-year history of public 
policy and law major Destinie 
Mireles said the transition process 
was straightforward and that 
professors often took it upon 
themselves to protect students’ 
health throughout the transition 
process. 

“It was a smooth transition 
because a lot of teachers wanted to 
go in person, but a lot of teachers 
didn’t, so they did that hybrid,” 
Mireles said. “This was honestly 
great for protecting their own 
safety because if the school is 
pushing it and not really thinking 
about their safety, they have to 
take precautions for themselves.” 

Fourth-year Japanese major 
Anjyu Kemp, who is also a senior, 
was excited to spend the majority 
of her last year at UCSB in person. 

“I just feel so nostalgic, and I’m 
happy to be back,” Kemp said. 
“The transition was a bit rough just 
because everything was online, 
and I was used to online, but my 
excitement overpowered any bad 
feelings.” 

Fourth-year economics major 
Kai Dumlao recalled remote 
instruction last year as being 
not significantly different from 
in-person learning this year. 

“[My transition] was pretty 
smooth,” Dumlao said. “It’s not 
too big of a difference going into 
Zoom classes, just not a lot of class 
participation, and it just doesn’t feel 
as connected as in-person classes.” 

For third-year chemistry major 
Niamh Barrett, however, coming 
into fall quarter after an extended 
period of time of remote learning 
was overwhelming and lacked 
guidance in terms of choosing 
courses. 

“I definitely think I was kind of 
just thrown in,” Barrett said. “None 
of the orientation and stuff were in 
person, so it was a little bit more 
difficult to find classes and know 
which classes I’m supposed to sign 
up for.”

For fourth-year psychological & 
brain sciences and anthropology 
double major Jordan Cooper, the 
main struggle of transitioning 
back to in person was relearning 

how to socialize with her campus 
community. 

“I had already been here for a 
year and half before [COVID-19] 
and then I lived in I.V. for my junior 
year, so it wasn’t a bad transition,” 
Cooper said. “It was just a matter 
of, ‘How do I socialize again?’” 

Winter Quarter 2022 

After a quarter of in-person 
learning, UCSB announced its 
return back to remote instruction 
for the first two weeks of winter 
quarter following the emergence 
of the omicron variant, where 
COVID-19 cases across Santa 
Barbara County spiked as of 
December 2021. 

Cases continued to rise into 
Week 1, with students testing 
positive by the hundreds and case 
numbers peaking at 303 tests on 
Jan. 5. 

While UCSB initially decided 
to not extend remote learning 
through the entire month of 
January — making them the only 
quarter system UC to not do so 
— they eventually  changed the 
decision due to a continued rise in 
COVID-19 cases, with in-person 
instruction resuming on Jan. 31. 

“Instruction falls under the 
purview of Academic Senate 
and academic affairs,” UCSB 
spokesperson Shelly Leachman 
previously said in a statement to 
the Nexus. “The decision was made 
following extensive consultation 
with ‘the Academic Senate and 
members of the faculty, deans 
and administrative colleagues, 
students, staff, and campus medical 
experts.’” 

UCSB also mandated that all 
eligible students receive a COVID-
19 booster shot by Jan. 31 — and 
faculty and staff by Feb. 4. 

Many students voiced concerns 
about returning to campus amidst 
the peak of midterms season. Kemp 
ref lected on feeling worried about 
contracting COVID-19 during that 
time, with students having to take 
their exams in close proximity 
with one another. 

“With midterms season coming 
around, everyone was so enclosed 
in one space, and it was a bit 
concerning with COVID,” Kemp 
said. “Maybe … half the class 
could have taken the midterm one 
day and the other half take it on a 
different day. Just more structured 
seating arrangements and spacing 
between people would have been 
nice.” 

Mireles said taking in-person 
exams after a month of remote 
instruction inhibited her ability 
to retain information and feel 
prepared for her midterms. 

“A lot of kids, especially me, 
can’t really focus on the computer,” 
Mireles said. “It’s hard to have us 
come back during midterms … 
and definitely a lot of failing when 
it came to midterms that season 
was because a lot of kids can’t 

focus.” 
Barrett echoed Mireles, saying 

that going into midterms season 
without prior in-person instruction 
in their courses meant she felt 
unprepared. 

“I didn’t quite know what to 
expect [because] we had never yet 
done any in-person stuff,” Barrett 
said. “I have never had a class 
with these professors before, so I 
didn’t know what to expect, so I 
definitely would not have come 
back during midterm week.” 

Beyond midterms, Kemp 
spoke to her personal struggles 
of going home during the initial 
month of remote instruction as an 
international student. 

“It was really difficult to get back 
home because a lot of foreigners 
weren’t allowed [in Japan],” 
Kemp said. “We couldn’t really 
f ly domestically [in Japan] … and 
f lights were only going to Tokyo 
but I live in Kyushu, so we had to 
drive all the way from Tokyo to 
back home, and that was 16 hours.”

Regardless, Dumlao said that 
returning to in-person instruction 
was the right decision on the part 
of the university because of the 
university’s high vaccination rate 
and students’ temporary immunity 
from contracting COVID-19.

“I think it was right to open 
everything up since the majority of 
people are vaccinated or have had 
COVID already,” Dumlao said. “I 
think it’s necessary that we open 
back up and continue revisiting our 
normal life before the pandemic.” 

Spring Quarter 2022 

During spring quarter, 
in-person instruction continued 
for UCSB’s student community, 
and Chancellor Henry T. Yang 
announced the university mask 
mandate would end on March 19.

“Beginning March 19, masks 
will no longer be required in 
indoor spaces on campus, with 
the exception of classrooms,” Yang 
said in a mass email to the campus 
community. “Nevertheless, all 
persons, regardless of vaccination 
status, are strongly recommended 
but not required to wear a mask 
while indoors, except when 
working alone in private offices.” 

UCSB experienced a rise in 
COVID-19 positivity rates in the 
first three weeks of spring quarter, 
with a nearly 3% increase in cases. 

UCSB also discontinued the 
COVID-19 Screening Survey, 
which asks about common sickness 
symptoms and was previously 
required to be completed by 
students prior to coming to campus 
and accessing the Recreation 
Center and the Dining Commons. 

However, some students voiced 
frustration toward repeatedly 
receiving notices regarding 
COVID-19 exposures in classes 
and wished the university delayed 
lifting the mask mandate. 

“I’ve gotten at least five positive 

COVID-19 exposures just from 
two classes, and throughout the 
whole quarter, I’ve gotten about 
a good 15,” Mireles said. “So I 
think it was a little bit premature, 
especially when they lifted it.” 

Barrett similarly experienced 
getting emails of peers testing 
positive in her classes, resulting in 
her decision to continue wearing 
masks in lecture. 

“I have big classes in Campbell 
Hall, and every single week, I get 
an email saying that someone 
tested positive,” Barrett said. “I 
would not have lifted the mask 
mandate, but they probably had 
other inf luences [to the decision] 
as well, so I understand that, and I 
just choose to wear mine.” 

Mireles spoke to having 
immunocompromised family 
members back home and 
appreciated seeing that some of 
her peers still wear their masks in 
lecture despite the lift of the mask 
mandate. 

“I’m thankful to the people who 
do wear them in class because I 
do have at-risk people at home,” 
Mireles said. “They’re pushing so 
hard to make [life] normal when 
it’s not a normal world anymore, 
unfortunately.” 

Kemp similarly spoke to 
the stress of constantly getting 
emails of peers testing positive for 
COVID-19.

“I like the security of the masks 
because I’m in a [general education] 
class, and I constantly get emails 
that someone got COVID in class 
and that just makes me more 
stressed,” Kemp said.

As a senior graduating and 
returning home to Japan soon, the 
possibility of contracting COVID-
19 and passing it to  family 
members is a constant worry. 

“I especially don’t want to catch 
COVID before I leave,” Kemp said. 
“My home is near my grandmother 
and other family members who are 
older, and getting the vaccine in 
Japan is also quite difficult to get, 
so I really try to watch out and 
look out for myself.” 

Cooper had a similar sentiment 
on prolonging the mask mandate 
in relation to current COVID-19 
cases seeming to rise. 

“COVID spikes are happening 
right now, it seems like really 
frequently, so I don’t know whether 
[lifting the mask mandate] was a 
good idea or not,” Cooper said. “If 
I were admin, I would have kept it 
going for a while.” 

Regardless, Dumlao expressed 
gratitude for returning to in-person 
instruction for spring quarter as a 
graduating senior of UCSB. 

“I felt like transitioning back to 
in-person was a good note to end 
on,” Dumlao said. “I still got the 
experience in the old class setting 
before I left, which I really enjoyed 
since I went remote when I was 
a sophomore, so I’ve been online 
for more than half of my time        
here.”

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
COMMENT ON TRANSITIONAL 

YEAR OF 2021-22

Alexis Atsilvsgi Zaragoza focused on a plethora of issues, from 
increasing student representation on the Board of Regents to a 
variety of financial aid policies.

Courtesy of Alexis Atsilvsgi Zaragoza
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Reflects on 
Tenure

The year began with an in-person fall quarter after 18 months of remote instruction, as students returned 
to campus in September 2021.

STELLA JIA / DAILY NEXUS 

Regent Reflects p.6



Thursday, May 26, 2022Daily Nexus News 5

Sindhu Ananthavel
Deputy News Editor 
Nisha Malley
County News Editor

As the academic year comes 
to a close, the Nexus compiled 
UC Santa Barbara’s most 
signif icant news highlights of 
the year and the coverage that 
accompanied them.

COVID-19

This year, UCSB navigated its 
return to in-person instruction 
and, with it, the implementation 
of COVID-19 mitigation 
protocols, campuswide testing 
services and its response to the 
spread of the winter omicron 
variant.

Students arrived on campus 
at the start of Fall Quarter 
2021 with a mask mandate, 
vaccination requirements and 
a daily COVID-19 screening 
survey in place. UCSB reported 
low positivity rates in the f irst 
month back, although it trailed 
other UCs in the number of 
on-campus tests administered.

However, some students 
expressed concerns over the 
effectiveness of the survey, 
which asked students to 
self-report any experienced 
symptoms.

“Every class I attend, there are 
a handful of students who look 
extremely ill,” an anonymous 
student previously said to the 
Nexus. “They’re coughing with 

runny noses, and it’s obvious 
that they lied on their daily 
screening [survey] or probably 
didn’t even take the time to f ill 
it out.”

Students also shared their 
experiences with university-
operated quarantine housing 
for students testing positive for 
COVID-19, citing struggles with 
changing their isolation status 
via the green badge system and 
accessing meals from the dining 
commons.

In November, the university 
closed the Linda Vista testing 
location, keeping the Loma 
Pelona site open and moving 
toward the implementation of a 
drop-off testing system.

COVID-19 cases surged in 
January with the emergence of 
the omicron variant, prompting 
UCSB to shift to remote 
instruction for the f irst month 
of Winter Quarter 2022 and 
return to in-person learning 
midway into the quarter.

The sudden shift between 
learning models elicited 
negative reactions from the 
campus community and created 
complications for international 
students traveling during winter 
break.

“The abrupt decision to 
resume in-person instruction 
during the turmoil of midterms 
week does not give students the 
time to properly adjust or even 
much time to receive needed 
support from professors,” 
second-year pre-biology major 

Alex Carlin previously said to 
the Nexus. 

During spring quarter, UCSB 
phased out its masking policy 
in line with the relaxation 
of mask mandates locally 
and statewide. It further 
discontinued the completion of 
the daily screening survey as a 
requirement to access campus 
facilities.

Housing Crisis

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, thousands of 
students stepped foot onto 
campus for the f irst time this 
year. For many, that experience 
was coupled with a struggle to 
f ind housing, with over 1,000 
students waitlisted for university 
housing with only a month left 
before the start of the academic 
year. 

UCSB and its surrounding 
areas faced a historic housing 
shortage, producing diff iculties 
for students and local residents. 
The city of Goleta sued the 
university in December over 
the issue, alleging that UCSB 
breached its contract to cap 
university enrollment at 25,000 
until 2025 and to build more 
housing to accommodate 
students.

“We have a housing crisis that 
is one like we’ve never seen, 
between the students that are 
returning, people coming to the 
area because they want to live 
and work here and then people 

not living as densely,” Student 
Legal Services Advisor Robin 
Unander previously said to the 
Nexus.

Student groups UC Santa 
Barbara 4 Cost of Living 
Adjustment, Food Not Bombs 
and members of the United Auto 
Workers 2865 union protested 
the crisis in September, calling 
for university action.

As a temporary emergency 
solution, the university 
partnered with local hotels to 
accommodate students at a 
subsidized rate. This housing 
came with its own slew of issues, 
according to students who 
spoke to the Nexus about the 
lack of access to basic amenities 
and poor communication from 
the university regarding the 
accommodations.

UCSB’s limitations with its 
housing capacity are extending 
into the upcoming academic 
year. On April 1, UCSB’s 
University & Community 
Housing Services sent a wave of 
denials to students who applied 
to live in university housing, 
leaving many students in a state 
of uncertainty regarding their 
living situation for the 2022-23 
academic year.

Munger Hall

Of the various on-campus 
issues at UCSB this year, Munger 
Hall — a planned 11-story dorm 
building that would house 
4,500 students — drew the most 

contention, receiving national 
coverage and criticism over its 
design.

Architectural consultant 
Dennis McFadden resigned from 
the Design Review Committee 
for Munger Hall on Oct. 24 in 
protest of the building’s many 
windowless bedrooms and lack 
of access to the outside. 

“The basic concept of Munger 
Hall as a place for students to 
live is unsupportable from my 
perspective as an architect, a 
parent and a human being,” 
McFadden said in the letter.

Public outcry arose following 
the release of McFadden’s 
letter, and hundreds of students 
gathered on campus on Nov. 5 to 
protest against its construction.

A petition started on Oct. 
29 by fourth-year economics 
and geography double major 
Tommy Yang to demonstrate 
opposition to the Munger Hall 
design amassed over 14,000 
signatures.

“The proposed building is 
an architectural nightmare, 
entirely out of touch with Isla 
Vista and the needs of students, 
and the administration is 
moving forwards with the 
project, ignoring all criticism,” 
Young wrote in the petition 
description. 

In November, the Nexus 
received photos of a mock-up 
of the development created in 
a warehouse, demonstrating 
empty individual spaces with 
virtual windows, as discussed in 
the design. In April, the Nexus 
uncovered the location of the 
warehouse holding the mock-up 
near Santa Ynez Apartments, 
now furnished and decorated to 
demonstrate as though students 
were living there.

The university stood by their 
design in public statements, 
and an upcoming town hall 
discussion on the building is 
planned for June 1.

Crime and Accidents

Warning: This article 
contains graphic content 
relating to sexual assault, 
murder, shootings and incidents 
of death and traumatic injury.

The UCSB and Isla Vista 
community experienced a 
variety of crimes and accidents 
this year. The Nexus compiled 
a list of incidents reported on.

September

Sept. 9: Santa Barbara 
City College Student Peyton 
McDonald was arrested on four 
felony charges of sexual assault. 

October

Oct. 4: The UC Santa Barbara 
Police Department (UCPD) 
issued two timely warnings on 
Oct. 4, one for a rape on Sept. 28 
and another for a sexual assault 
on Oct. 2. The Oct. 2 incident 
took place in campus housing, 
and the Sept. 28 incident took 
place in the house of a Greek 
life organization. 

Oct. 12: UCPD issued a timely 
warning for an aggravated 
sexual assault that occurred at 
a campus-aff iliated property in 
Isla Vista on Oct. 9.

November

Nov. 23: UCPD issued a timely 
warning for two incidents of 
stalking on campus property. 
The report was received by 
UCPD on Nov. 22, and they 
arrested the individual at the 
time of the timely warning.

Nov. 25: A “murder-suicide,” as 
described by the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff ’s Off ice (SBSO) 
occurred at the Best Western 
Hotel on Calle Real. Authorities 
responded to a disturbance and 
found a man and a woman 
who sustained gunshot wounds, 
both of whom died after being 
transported to the hospital. 

January

Jan 10: UCPD found a dead 
body at Campus Point. The 
deceased individual was not 
a UCSB student, according 
to UCSB spokesperson Shelly 
Leachman. 

February

Feb. 8: A motorcyclist on 
Del Playa Drive crashed into a 
parked car with its hazard lights 
on. The motorcyclist sustained 
severe injuries, and none of the 
three passengers in the parked 
car were injured.

Feb. 12: A woman died after 
a car accident at the UCSB 
Campus Lagoon. The woman 
was later identified as 33-year-
old Ericka Andrews, a resident of 
San Leandro.

Feb. 15: SBSO arrested fourth-
year UCSB student Justin Asinobi 
for hiding a camera in an Isla 
Vista residence on the 6500 block 
of Madrid Road. Asinobi was 
charged with two misdemeanors 
— invasion of privacy by secret 
videotaping and eavesdropping 
— and released from custody on 
Feb. 24. The three individuals 
who found the recording in 
their bathroom and reported 
Asinobi to the authorities filed 
a restraining order against him.

Feb. 18: A shooting occurred 
at the 6500 block of Del Playa 
Drive, leaving one man seriously 
injured. The suspect was not 
in custody, and an investigation 
led by the Isla Vista Foot Patrol 
(IVFP) was ongoing as of Feb. 18. 
No updates have been released.

Feb. 28: IVFP and UCPD 
responded to four attempted 
kidnappings committed by 
one suspect — Michael Angelo 
Auclair — on Feb 28. Auclair 
committed acts of indecent 
exposure and sexual battery as 
well as assault with the intent 
to rape, and he was arrested on 
March 5 following investigation.

March

March 11: SBSO responded 
to a robbery at the Isla Vista 
7-Eleven. The suspect escaped, 
and an investigation of the 
incident was opened.

April

April 1-3: On the weekend 
of Deltopia —  an annual 
unsanctioned street festival in Isla 
Vista held on the first weekend 
of spring quarter — 34 citations 
and four arrests occurred. The 
Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department named the street 
festival a “multi-casualty event,” 
meaning that the fire department 
responded to “multiple medical 
emergencies including multiple 
severe traumas.” There was 
at least one significant injury, 
in which a young woman fell 
from a significant height at a 
party on 6587 Del Playa Drive 
and sustained life-threatening 
injuries. 

April 4: UCPD arrested 
fourth-year UCSB student 
Luke Hamilton at Santa Ynez 
Apartments, where he resided. 
Hamilton was arrested on the 
charge of resisting arrest after he 
made threatening statements to 
other Santa Ynez residents. 

April 29: A UCSB alumnus 
— later identif ied as 25-year-
old Chasen Alibrando of Santa 
Monica — died after falling off a 
cliff on 6600 Del Playa Drive. 

May

May 5: A collision occurred 
between a vehicle driven by a 
UCSB student and a pedestrian 
outside of Santa Ynez Apartments. 
The pedestrian hit their head 
and may have sustained injuries.

May 18: UCPD issued a 
timely warning for a burglary 
that occurred at San Nicolas 
Residence Hall the same day. 
UCPD is currently investigating 
the incident.

NEWS IN REVIEW: 2021-22 ACADEMIC YEAR
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In October 2021, UCSB women’s soccer played their rival, Cal Poly SLO, ultimately losing 
the match.

CHRIS PUGA / DAILY NEXUS 

UCSB students showed support for the men’s soccer team during their yearly matchup against Cal Poly SLO.

PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 

Denzel Curry performed at UCSB’s October 2021 Delirium concert.
CHRIS PUGA / DAILY NEXUS 

Members of UCSB’s UC-AFT union — which represents lecturers and librarians across the UC — protested for higher 
wages and job security during Fall Quarter 2021.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

An influx of students walked on campus as UCSB returned to in-person learning fall 
quarter for the first time since 2019.

SYDNEY HAUPT / DAILY NEXUS 

2021-22 REGENT REFLECTS
period, but also us  both identifying 

as femme in some ways and being 
queer-identifying are really cool in 
terms of representation.”

Zaragoza advised the incoming 
student regents to take up space 
on the board, although it might be 

intimidating. 
“I think the hard part about the 

regents position is that it’s such 
a strange place in a way; it’s not 
something that any of us are used 
to,” she said. “I think a lot of people 
take a little bit too long, sitting in 

the back, thinking, ‘OK, I’m gonna 
get the hang of it soon.’” 

Despite the authority that the 
regents wield, however, Zaragoza 
said her experiences on the board 
informed her of the importance 
and value of student perspectives. 

“I always say to all students 
that we’re the expert in what this 
board deals with. We’re literally 
one of the only experts in the 
room that actually knows recently 
what it’s like to be a student in the 
system, what it’s like to experience 

the system,” she said. “Those 
experiences are so important to the 
work that needs to be done. You 
don’t have to know every definition 
and every acronym and everything 
else [during] your first meeting, but 
you are an expert in that you know 

what the experience is like.”
“Try not to take too long, kind 

of sitting back, telling yourself,  
‘Oh, I’ll get it soon,’” Zaragoza 
continued. “Because the thing is, 
you already have all the knowledge 
that you need to be there.” 
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With instruction moved online at the beginning of winter quarter, students 
conducted all of their coursework remotely.

EMMETT RULAND / DAILY NEXUS 
Senior Amadou Sow’s run as a Gaucho has come to an end as he pursues professional aspirations. In the game versus Pepperdine, he is 
seen going up for the dunk while being fouled.

MADDY FANGIO / DAILY NEXUS 

Throughout the weeks of online instruction, campus was largely empty.
MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

With in-person instruction resuming in winter quarter, campus became busy once more.
MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

In light of a leaked Supreme Court draft that would overturn Roe v. Wade, protestors marched in support of abortion rights 
at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse on May 14.

SYDNEY HAUPT / DAILY NEXUS Dayglow concluded their set by performing their rendition of “Everybody Wants to Rule 
the World” by Tears for Fears, which then transitioned into their track “Run the World!!!” 
an upbeat song that got the crowd jumping and livened up for Extravaganza.

MADDY FANGIO / DAILY NEXUS 

Partygoers on Del Playa Drive celebrated Deltopia, Isla Vista’s annual unsanctioned 
street party, during the first weekend of spring quarter.

TARA DIALAMEH/ DAILY NEXUS 

On March 16, Chancellor Henry T. Yang announced that UC Santa 
Barbara’s indoor masking mandate would be lifted at the end of the 
quarter. The announcement went into effect on March 19.

 SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 
Flo Milli performed at UCSB’s April 2 Warm Up event, put on by the 
Associated Students Program Board.

IDA KAZERANI / DAILY NEXUS 
Kristen Stewart posed at the Santa Barbara International Film 
Festival, where she won the American Riviera Award for her 
portrayal of Princess Diana in the biopic “Spencer.”

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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NEXUSTENTIALISM
It’s Satire, Stupid.

Best Drinking Game:
King’s Cup

Daniela Gomez
King of Cup

Being an Isla Vista resident 
often involves riveting activities, 
including f inding any excuse 
to drink despite it being a 
weekday. If you find yourself in 
this position, King’s Cup is the 
perfect method to both bring 
your friend circle together while 
simultaneously tearing it apart. 
There’s nothing more fulfilling 
than holding a deck of cards 
drenched in seltzers and having 
to re-explain the rules since 
everyone claims that it’s “played 
differently” where they’re from. 
It’s also the perfect opportunity to 
weed out the degenerates lurking 
within your group (these will be 
the people who are opposed to 
playing categories because it’s 
“too hard”). Overall, King’s Cup 
is a truly forgettable experience — 
which is exactly why it’s played so 
frequently.

Best Study Spot: 
Library

Sierra Vakili
David’s Son

Now, this one might come 
as a bit of a shocker, but the 
library is one of UC Santa 
Barbara’s best kept secrets! 
The library is a little-known 
joint on campus and a great 
place if you’re looking for 
a place with a desk, a chair 
and some good ol’ peace and 
quiet. It’s a perfect place for 
the all the indie kids to sit 
and stare at 39 open tabs for 
three hours while still feeling 
somewhat productive! You 
might have some trouble 
f inding it, but it’s actually 
conveniently tucked away 
right next to the Arbor. Stop 
by if you’re looking for an 
indie, underground, hot new 
study spot that nobody else 
will know about!

Best A.S. Senator: 
No Winner

Sierra Vakili
Girlfriend of Former A.S. 
Senator

Voter turnout was too low, so 
no winner has been declared 
for this category. Every A.S. 
senator is a winner in our 
hearts!

Best Hookup Spot: 
The Beach

J. Matteo Wharton
Nude

The people have spoken! 
And unfortunately, the people 
are wrong. Putting our student 
body’s apparent proclivity for 
exhibitionism aside for the 
moment, the beach may be the 
actual worst spot for hanky panky 
in the greater Santa Barbara area. 
Imagine being in the throes of 
pleasure, feeling the sand between 
your toes and the next day having 
to explain to a Student Health 
nurse practitioner why you have 
sand abrasion rashes on every — 
and I mean every — square inch 
of your body. I can name five 
better hookup spots off the top of 
my head right now: cuddled up 
in an egg chair, library stairwells 
late at night, Chancellor Yang’s 
driveway, the stage of Campbell 
Hall between classes and, last but 
not least, the Daily Nexus editor-
in-chief ’s office. Do better, UCSB.

Best Way To Get to LAX: 
Santa Barbara Airbus

Valerie Fu
Smelly

If braving the harrowing 
experience of merging onto 
Interstate 5 armed with only your 
wits and a strawberry matcha 
latte sounds like it’s right up your 
alley, then the City of Angels 
may be the place for you! You 
just gotta find a way to get there. 
With a hefty drive separating 
you from being patted down 
vigorously by TSA, it’s truly a 
godsend that the Santa Barbara 
Airbus can scoop you up and 
dump you at your terminal. Of 
course, a bus is a bus, so don’t 
expect any wild luxuries that 
your spoiled, little heart may 
desire. However, the unyielding 
novelties of a bus — the stained 
velour seats and the smell of 
Little Tree air freshener — are 
more than fulfilled by taking the 
good ol’ Santa Barbara Airbus. 
Always reliable and always 
slightly stinky … just like you!

Beach With the Most 
Sharks: Sands Beach

Emily Kocis
Shark Week Connoisseur

There’s nothing quite like the 
subsequent hole in the pit of 
one’s stomach that opens up 
after feeling something a little 
slimy brush past your foot as 
it rests on the ocean f loor. If 
you’re looking to get a little 
freaked out by the thought of 
a whole new ecosystem living 
beneath your tar-stained feet, 
Sands Beach is the place for 
you this summer. Sure, these 
f locks of leopard sharks are 
virtually harmless, and maybe 
brushing up against your leg is 
their sick and twisted way of 
trying to make a new friend, 
but not everyone is cut out to 
bestie-fy a shark. Sands Beach 
is your best bet this summer 
for a quick adrenaline fix or a 
new shark bestie, depending on 
where you place on the shark 
tolerance spectrum. 

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Courtesy of Picryl NEXUS FILE PHOTO

NEXUS FILE PHOTONEXUS FILE PHOTO
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Report: No One Cares You’re Not 
Passing Your Finals

Sam Franzini
Doesn’t Even Go Here

According to a recent study done by the 
Collegiate Complaining Organization, 97% of 
those in your immediate surroundings actually 
don’t give a f lying fuck you’re not studying 
as much as you should be for your upcoming 
COMM 1 final exam on Monday. 

Furthermore, 95% of conversational partners 
were found to be zoning out while you 
complained, 93% wondered why you believed 
yourself to be the center of the universe and 94% 
were upset you didn’t ask them about how their 
studying was going, even though they wouldn’t 
go to such self-f lagellating distances as you did.

“There’s a terrible crisis in this country where 
people unfortunately believe themselves to be 
the only one in the conversation that matters,” 
said CEO of the Collegiate Complaining 
Organization (CCO) Plíes Shaddap in a recent 
interview. “To try to infuse some humor in the 
situation, they make self-deprecating jokes about 
how they’re ‘soooo behind’ or ‘totally gonna 
fail,’ seemingly oblivious to the crucial lack of 
humor or personality in these jokes.” Shaddap 
lamented, “This is the true pandemic.”

As finals week rapidly approaches, students 
are feeling the stress — but talking about them in 
all the right ways.

First-year student Layla Bayla reports that her 
roommate has recently been troubling her. 

“Every hour, on the dot, she says a random 
phrase about how she hasn’t been studying. Her 
go-tos are ‘I BARELY slept last night!’ or ‘HAH! 
I haven’t even started yet!’ But, recently, she’s 
throwing in some new ones. She’ll just shout, 
‘C’s get degrees!’ and ‘I don’t even care! Quirky 
alert!’”

Bayla shook her head as she recalled her 
experience. “At first, I tried to talk with her 
about it, but it was like Jordan didn’t even hear 
me. She’d just turn off until the next hour, where 
she’d continue speaking without me replying. It’s 

like she’s a robot.”
The recently organized Grow the Hell Up 

Commission is on a mission to tackle this kind 
of humor that posits oneself as a lowlife or 
failure. 

“Not only is it bad and unoriginal comedy, 
but you’re putting yourself down. Don’t speak 
that negative energy into the world,” organizer 
D. Lyte said. “If you call yourself a loser, you’re 

probably right!”
With their recent report, the CCO hopes to 

extinguish the idea that one has to constantly 
complain about school or work in order to appear 
interesting, aiming to show that schoolwork is 
not the only facet of one’s personality. 

“I’ve never complained in my life and look 
where it got me,” said Golden Globe-winning 
actress Jennifer Coolidge. “That’s what happens 
when you just do the damn work. You can f ly 
to Hawaii to film ‘The White Lotus’ and say, 
‘Weehee!’”

Sam Franzini can find many more interesting 
things to complain about than finals. For instance, 

If you call yourself 
a loser, you’re 

probably right!

““
D. Lyte, Organizer of Grow 
the Hell Up Commission, 

Absolute Delight

Slay! Harry Styles, Lizzo Canceled

RUHIKA NANDY / DAILY NEXUS SAM FRANZINI / SLAYLY NEXUS SAM FRANZINI / GAYLY NEXUS 



Michelle Lee
On The Menu Co-Editor

I joined the Daily Nexus in 
April 2020 — aka the peak of 
the pandemic and inception 
of Zoom university. Having 
been laid off from a previous 
on-campus job and moving back 
home, I had unprecedented 
free time and a newfound sense 
of loneliness that urged me 
to try something new. I came 
across that something one day 
while skimming through my 
Instagram and coming across 
a recruitment ad for the Daily 
Nexus. 

I eagerly f i l led out the 
Google Form, making the 
decision to join the news 
team. After having written 
a few news articles, I came 
to the conclusion that while 
I respect the craft of news 
reporting, it wasn’t for me. I 
took a brief hiatus from the 
Nexus until September 2020, 
when I came across another 
Nexus recruitment ad, this one 

specif ically for On The Menu.
I was immediately intrigued, 

as I’ve always considered food 
to be an integral part of my life. 
Food has been and continues to 
be my main way of connecting 
with my family and, on a larger 
level, my Korean heritage. This 
has been especially crucial, 
as I have always felt a sense 
of imposter syndrome within 
Korean culture, growing up in 
America and speaking broken 
Korean. Without fail, the f irst 
thing my grandma always asks 
me (in Korean) when I visit 
home is, “What do you want 
to eat?” Eating the dishes my 
grandma and my mom prepare 
— doenjang j jigae, jeon, gaejang 
and more — I am able to not only 
feel their love but also reassure 
myself that I am equally Korean 
as I am American. To me, food 
is so much more than just 
food — food is family, love and 
connection.

Writ ing for On The 
Menu gave me an outlet to 
further explore and share my 

connections to food, which 
I am eternally grateful for. 
Having served as co-editor 
for On The Menu, I was able 
to go beyond this and learn 
about other people’s unique 
experiences and connections 
with food. From family recipes 
to alternative eating reviews, 
every article that I had the 
privilege of reading, editing 
and publishing offered a new 
perspective on food that, in 
turn, enriched my own. 

Above all, my time as 
co-editor for On The Menu 
has strengthened my belief 
that food is so much more 
than sustenance — it’s a bridge 
between cultures, an agent for 
change, a creative outlet, a lens 
into another person’s life and 
the list goes on. While my time 
as co-editor for this amazing 
section has come to an end, I 
will carry this belief with me 
throughout my life and look 
forward to seeing what On 
The Menu accomplishes in the 
future.
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ISLA VISTA’S BEST EATS 2022

BEST BOBA: Mojo Asian Fusion Café

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

Of the lifesaving snack delivery 
services in Isla Vista, one reigns 
supreme: Duff l. The Nexus 
believes that Duffl’s personalized 
customer service — delivered to 
your doorstep with expeditious 
service and a customized bag 
— makes it the perfect way to 
get whatever you need in under 
10 minutes. Offering a variety 
of snacks, pingpong balls and 
even Plan B, Duffl provides its 
customers with the comfort of 
timely and necessary products. 
Although its main rival, Snag, 
offers similar products, Duffl’s 
timely and personalized deliveries 
offer I.V. residents unparalleled 
convenience, combined with 
unique messaging. Duff l has 
created a way to be one of 
the kids while simultaneously 
servicing them — and for that, 
the Nexus applauds them. If you 
need a late-night snack, beverage 
or anything, Duffl is the scooter-
delivery service for you. 

BEST SNACK DELIVERY SERVICE: Duffl
Atmika Iyer
Editor-In-Chief

Looking for a cold beer 
and a delicious sub? Sam’s To 
Go is the best place in Isla 
Vista to enjoy both. With a 
wide array of sandwiches, 
Sam’s To Go provides great 
food and a great ambience 
in the hub of I.V. The veggie 
sandwich, for example, packs 
fresh, delicious veggies and 
some yummy cheese to make 
the perfect sub. 

Th i s  fami ly-owned 
restaurant has been a staple 
in I.V. since 1981. There’s 
nothing like grabbing a sub 
from Sam’s To Go after a hot 
day at the beach. 

BEST SANDWICH: Sam’s To Go

ESSA SHAMSAN / DAILY NEXUS EMMETT RUHLAND / DAILY NEXUS 

Audrey Kenyon
Art Director

Any time of day, the only drink that 
anyone has on their mind is a cold 
milk tea from the Mojo Asian Fusion 
Café. Located at the perfect intersection 
between UC Santa Barbara’s campus 
and Isla Vista, Mojo serves as a beacon 
for those seeking a thirst-quenching 
beverage. 

Boba remains the most popular and 
preferred topping, but Mojo has a 
variety of other different choices, such 
as the much-beloved mango stars. For 
a refreshing pick-me-up, try their Vegan 
Thai Milk Tea, a beverage that you can’t 
f ind at any other boba spot in I.V. 

Mojo has great customer service, and 
the environment is always friendly. The 
upbeat music played also contributes to 
the fun, inviting atmosphere.

SHIUAN CHENG / DAILY NEXUS 
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Stephanie Gerson
On The Menu Co-Editor

No matter the occasion, you can always f ind your way back to Woodstock’s Pizza. In terms of 
customization, f lavor and restaurant atmosphere, other pizza parlors in I.V. just can’t compare. How 
could you resist their f luffy dough, the perfect cheese-sauce ratio and the plethora of unique toppings? 
Along with their signature pizza combos such as the Garlic Bird Pizza, Woodstock’s has options for 
everyone by offering modif ications, such as gluten-free crust and Daiya vegan cheese. Plus, they offer 
the option to craft your own personalized pizza, something that you can’t get at any other restaurant 
in Isla Vista. If you’re feeling inspired, Woodstock’s also sells individual batches of pizza dough that 
you can roll out yourself, top with your favorite ingredients and bake in the comfort of your own home. 
However, the atmosphere at Woodstock’s is so special that you’re going to want to dine on their cozy, 
outdoor patio with your friends and share a pitcher. 

Daniela Gomez
Production Editor

Featuring affordable prices and a convenient location, I.V. Deli Mart offers 
a wide variety of options for the Isla Vista community. In addition to selling 
chips, candy, drinks and anything else you could want on a drunken Saturday 
night, they offer a huge menu primarily consisting of sandwiches and burgers, 
including the I.V.-renowned “Gaucho Burger.” They also serve bowls and plates 
containing rice, vegetables and an assortment of protein options. Additionally, 
they have a vegan and vegetarian menu for plant-based eaters, demonstrating 
their ef forts to serve all I.V. residents to the best of their ability. 

best of iv 2022

go big with the best
best pizza best place to grab a beer

voted

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

Have you ever been cruising down Del Playa Drive on a sunny Friday afternoon and thought to 
yourself, “Wow, where can I grab an ice-cold pitcher with my housemates?” Who hasn’t? There’s only 
one place in Isla Vista that can hook you up with delicious pizza midway through a Firestone Mind 
Haze IPA pitcher. At Woodstock’s Pizza, there is never a worry about getting an ice-cold brew any day 
of the week. You have a social that you need to get to on a Tuesday night, lucky for you, Woodstock’s 
is just on the way to Del Playa Drive, and hey, they even offer Bud Light on tap! Better yet, the family 
is here to visit for the weekend, and you don’t want them to think you’re an alcoholic? Well, send them 
over to Woodstock’s for a relaxing Saturday evening to enjoy some of their IPA pitchers. Oh, you’re not 
a fan of a nice IPA or an ale on tap? Look no further: Woodstock’s has you covered. In addition to the 
IPAs and ales they have for their lovely guests, they also provide Boochcraft Organic Hard Kombucha. 
This is all to say: Get into Woodstock’s, and order a beer today!

Chace Duma
On The Menu Co-Editor

When Isla Vista lost its Subway, it lost its heart … if hearts were disposable, unwanted and there were two 
more perfectly operational ones nearby. The sentiment surrounding Subway’s disappearance was mainly that 
of excitement: What would replace it? For a while, the building was dark and pregnant with the promise of 
something greater, something more. Finally, on Oct. 29, rising from Subway’s ashes on beautifully fried wings 
of lemon pepper, Wingstop arrived. 

Wingstop is solid. Wingstop is reliable. Wingstop is never going to let you down. Offering both boneless 
and bone-in, all-f lat or all-drum options and upward of 15 f lavors, they’re always going to have what you 
want — as long as what you want is chicken. It’s hard to go wrong with any of their f lavors, some of which 
you can apply to your fries. Lemon pepper fries? Simply out of this world. Alien. Extraterrestrial. Deja Vu is 
lucky Wingstop closes at midnight, or else it’d be shaking in its “drunchies king” throne. 

Wingstop’s pretty reasonably priced too, especially compared to the average I.V.-upcharge. Ten wings for 
$12 is a pretty solid deal. Swing by on a Monday or Tuesday for their $0.70 boneless wings deal to really save 
on your suspiciously farmed chicken. In a town with overpriced, inconsistent food, a solid, popular chain like 
Wingstop is always going to become a staple, and that’s exactly what it’s done this year. 

BEST NEW RESTAURANT: Wingstop

BEST BEER: Woodstock’s

BEST PIZZA: Woodstock’s

BEST DRUNCHIES: I.V. Deli Mart 

EWA ZAKRZEWSKA / DAILY NEXUS 
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ISLA VISTA’S BEST EATS 2022
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ARTSWEEK
Best of I.V. Bands: Dead 

Set, a Grateful Dead 
Cover Band

Marisol Cruz 
Artsweek Editor

Dead Set is a Grateful Dead 
cover band consisting of Aiden 
Kockler on bass, Albert Dicesare 
on keyboard, Cassidy Fragakis 
providing vocals, Gavin Mentz 
on drums, Justin Memenas on 
guitar and providing vocals, 

Marlowe Kushner on guitar 
and providing vocals  and Nico 
Johnson on drums. The rock 
band played their f irst show 
in September 2021 and have 
quickly gained a following. 
From Trigo Road to Camino 
Corto to Camino Lindo to 
Anisq’Oyo’ Park, Dead Set 
has brought their groovy 

rock all over I.V. Dead Set has 
also performed for multiple 
fundraisers, jamming while 
raising awareness for events 
like Stop Munger Hall and 
Concert for the Coast. Stay 
tuned for future performances, 
often announced on their 
Instagram: @deadsetlive. 

Artsweek’s Picks for 
the Best Albums of 

2022 So Far
Artsweek Staff

As 2022 reaches its halfway 
mark, the year has already 
boasted acclaimed music albums 
from a variety of genres. Here 
are some of the best albums of 
2022 (so far)!

The Weeknd — “Dawn FM” 
(Jan. 7)

“Dawn FM” is the newest 
album from Abel Tesfaye (better 
known as “The Weeknd”) that 
reached No. 1 on Billboard’s 
Top Album Sales chart shortly 
after its release. “Dawn FM” 
is the first concept album for 
The Weeknd, conveying an eerie 
sense of humanity’s ultimate 
demise. The album is framed 
as a radio show titled “103.5 
Dawn FM,” with Jim Carrey as 
the radio host. Carrey’s eerie 
voice narrations along with The 
Weeknd’s classic ’80s sound tells 
the listeners that, although we 
are going to eventually reach an 
end, we should sit back and enjoy 
the ride. Or in Carrey’s words, 
“We’ll be there to hold your 
hand and guide you through this 
painless transition / But what’s 
the rush? / Just relax and enjoy 
another hour of commercial free 
yourself music on 103.5 Dawn 
FM.”

FKA twigs — “Caprisongs” 
(Jan. 14)

Earlier this year, English 
singer-songwriter FKA twigs 
released “Caprisongs,” a 
mixtape showcasing her avant-
garde genre-warping sound. 
“Caprisongs” is also host to 
the most features twigs has 
ever had on her music works 
— including the likes of The 
Weeknd, Daniel Caesar and Jorja 
Smith.   However, twigs remains 
the standout on the album, 
experimenting with new vocals 

and snippets of lo-fi production. 

Black Country, New Road — 
“Ants From Up There” (Feb. 
4)

Arriving just a year after their 
highly acclaimed debut, “Ants 
From Up There” is the second 
project from English rock band 
Black Country, New Road. 
Dropping just four days after 
lead singer Isaac Wood tragically 
announced his departure from 
the band due to mental health 
struggles, the project arrived 
to nearly universal acclaim. 
Praise ranged from the fantastic, 
dynamic instrumentals, Isaac’s 
one-of-a-kind lyrics and delivery, 
and just how creative and 
refreshing the project was in 
regards to recent rock releases. 
Isaac’s incredibly pained, strained 
vocal delivery on standout songs 
like “Concorde” and “The Place 
Where He Inserted the Blade” 
combined with the explosive 
and evocative percussion, heart-
wrenching strings and f lawless 
brass performances create 
such an enveloping feeling of 
hopelessness and despair that 
really is present throughout the 
whole album. The band also 
experiments a fair bit on the 
project, such as the absolutely 
manic drumming toward the 
end of “Snow Globes” and the 
constantly changing journey 
that the near 13 minutes of 
“Basketball Shoes” takes you 
on. “Ants From Up There” is 
certainly one of the most special 
projects released in recent 
memory and is sure to stick 
with you for a long time, even if 
Isaac’s time in the band was a lot 
shorter than fans had hoped. 

Big Thief — “Dragon New 
Warm Mountain I Believe in 
You” (Feb. 11)

Three years after treating us 
to two albums in the span of a 

few months, Big Thief returned 
with an album the same length 
as “Two Hands” and “U.F.O.F.” 
combined: “Dragon New 
Warm Mountain I Believe in 
You.” Matching its length 
in versatility, the folk group 
explores everything from folk 
rock and alt country to elements 
of lo-fi and dream pop in the 
gigantic 20-track project. What 
sets it apart is not necessarily 
its innovation, but rather how 
seamlessly the tracks come 
together both individually and as 
a collective, creating 80 minutes 
of top-quality folk tunes backed 
by lead singer Adrianne Lenker’s 
signature voice, songwriting and 
lyrics. Despite its seemingly 
daunting length, “Dragon” never 
seems to drag on, partly due to 
the sheer quality of the tracks 
in terms of its production and 
songwriting, and partly due to 
the versatility in genres Big Thief 
manages to squeeze into this 
project while still maintaining a 
definite sense of cohesion. The 
Brooklyn band’s f ifth studio 
album is sure to stand as one 
of the best folk albums of this 
decade. 

Beach House — “Once 
Twice Melody” (Feb. 18) 

“Once Twice Melody” is the 
eighth studio album from dream 
pop duo Beach House. The duo, 
Victoria Legrand and Alex Scally, 
rolled out the album over the 
span of four months by releasing 
four “chapters” — essentially, four 
EPs. While Legrand and Scally 
are often heavily involved in 
the production process of their 
music, this album was produced 
entirely by themselves. This 
distinct style can be heard in 
standout tracks like “Superstar” 
and “New Romance” that 
feature new shimmering vocals 
and instrumentals while still 

maintaining their signature lush, 
ethereal sound. 

Rex Orange County — 
“WHO CARES?” (March 11)

In contrast to his other 
releases, Rex Orange County’s 
fourth off icial studio album, 
“WHO CARES?” focuses on a 
happier message. Rex showcases 
the duality of being a human 
and a singer-songwriter, which 
can be found within the album 
title itself. These 11 indie songs 

on the album all have two 
consistent messages: change is 
constant, and be yourself. In a 
new piece in Vulture, Rex voiced 
the messages that he hopes his 
fans and audience will take away 
from the album: “I’m just trying 
to spread this message to let 
people know that it’s okay to 
be nice to yourself and that you 
don’t have to change anything 
about yourself … We only have 
one life to live, so just be yourself 
and see how that goes.”

Bad Bunny — “Un Verano 
Sin Ti” (May 6)

Only a year after “El Último 
Tour del Mundo” was released, 
Puerto Rican reggaetón 
trailblazer Bad Bunny dropped 
his fourth studio album. “Un 
Verano Sin Ti” showcases the 
rapper’s versatility; he draws 
from Caribbean inf luences like 
merengue, bachata and mambo, 
and also unveils new sounds 
through features from indie pop 
band The Marías and psychedelic 
cumbia band Bomba Estéreo. 
These sounds cultivate a story 
of a lost lover and a continued 
love for Boricua and Dominican 
culture. From “Ojitos Lindos” 
that ponders about falling in 
love again after heartbreak to “El 
Apagón” that highlights concern 
about gentrif ication in Puerto 
Rico, the album encompasses 
many themes. There are also 
plenty of summer-y party hits 
like “Después de la Playa” and 
“Me Fui de Vacaciones,” proving 
that “Un Verano Sin Ti” is set 
to be an on-repeat album of the 
summer. 

Kendrick Lamar — “Mr. 
Morale and & The Big 
Steppers” (May 13) 

Five years after the release of 
his last studio album, Kendrick 
Lamar returns with the long-
awaited “Mr. Morale & The 
Big Steppers.” His f inal album 
with Top Dawg Entertainment, 
the work boasts 18 songs and 
covers a range of themes — his 
childhood, fatherhood, religion 
and dealing with the pressures of 
fame. While many fans expected 
a centralized theme and sound 
reminiscent of his past works, 
Kendrick continues to forge 
his own path, as expressed in 
the album’s closer, “Mirror”: 
“I choose me / The pressure’s 
taking over me, it’s beginning 
to loom / Better if I spare your 
feelings and tell you the truth / 
Lately, I redirected my point of 
view / You won’t grow waitin’ 
on me.” 

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Dead Set performs at Concert for the Coast, held in Anisq’Oyo’ Park.
EWA ZAKRZEWSKA / DAILY NEXUS 



13Daily Nexus Thursday, May 26, 2022Sports

SPORTS
Coming off five straight NBA 

Finals appearances, the Golden 
State Warriors missed the 

playoffs for the second year in 
a row. However, the franchise 
is about to return with a 3-0 

lead in the Western Conference 
Finals.

Armchair QB
After a successful season, the UCSB 

baseball team will take part in regionals 
for a chance to travel to Omaha to 

compete in the NCAA Division I Baseball 
Championship.

UCSB Athletics

Best of the 2021-22 UCSB Men’s Basketball Team
Although the 2021-22 UC 

Santa Barbara men’s basketball 
team was not as successful as the 
previous year’s team, the season 
had many high points that made 
this year’s squad fun to watch. 
With that being said, here are 
the best of the 2021-22 UCSB 
men’s basketball team.

Coming off a successful 2021 
season, senior forward Amadou 
Sow comes in as the best overall 
player and best defensive player. 
Sow had a solid year averaging 
almost a double-double with a 
rate of 15.6 points per game and 
8.4 rebounds per game; both 
numbers led the team. Sow also 
led the team in blocks per game 
and averaged almost 1 block 
every appearance. 

UCSB’s best freshman this 
year was guard Ajay Mitchell. 
In his f irst year as a Gaucho, 
Mitchell led the entire team in 
minutes per game (32.1) while 
also averaging 11.6 points per 
game and 3.7 assists per contest. 

The freshman also averaged 
around 1 steal in each game he 
played. Mitchell was also heavily 
featured in UCSB’s starting 
lineup, as he started in 23 of the 
28 games the Gauchos played 
this year.

The Gauchos’ best game of the 
year was a 72-45 drubbing of the 
Cal State Northridge Matadors. 
This margin of victory was the 
largest for UCSB against any 
Big West opponent this season 
and was a rare showing of total 
dominance for the Gauchos 
this year. Senior forward Miles  
Norris led the team in scoring for 
this game by scoring 31 points 
and shooting 9 out of 10 from 
behind the 3-point line. 

Unfortunately, the Gauchos 
did not have the season they’d 
hoped for after bowing out to 
Long Beach State in the Big West 
Tournament semifinals, courtesy 
of a buzzer-beating 3-pointer. 

Head coach Joe Pasternack and 
his squad will look to pick up the 
pieces and return to contending 
form in the Big West Conference 
next season. 

SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS

Preston Espar 
Sports Editor

The Best is Yet To Come for Gauchos Baseball
 
The regular season has come to 

a close for the baseball team and 
they ended their season with a 
bang. Not only did the team sweep 
UC Riverside this weekend, but 
this sweep was the clincher that 
propelled them to take home the 
Big West Conference title.

The Gauchos ended Game 1 
against UCR in dramatic fashion, 
coming back from a deficit in 
the 9th inning to walk it off with 

a sacrifice f ly from sophomore 
infielder Jordan Sprinkle. The 
following two games from the 
Gauchos were far from close 
contests, ending Game 2 with 
a score of 6-0 and Game 3 
with a score of 14-2. Stellar 
pitching in these games came 
from sophomore pitcher Mike 
Gutierrez and freshman pitcher 
Ryan Gallagher. 

Senior day did not disappoint 
as a plethora of players had an 
outstanding hitting day. Sprinkle, 
who is an MLB draft prospect, 

ended his career on a high note 
contributing with 4 runs batted 
in and a triple. Senior catcher 
Mason Eng started his first 
career collegiate home run in his 
final regular season game. Senior 
outfielder Jason Willow and 
junior outfielder Broc Mortensen 
also had themselves a day, 
swiping 2 bases each contributing 
to the Gauchos’ 10 stolen bases 
on the day. 

As for the Gauchos, this marks 
the third straight 40-win season 
(excluding 2020 when the team’s 

record was 13-2) as they eclipsed 
the mark on their very last 
regular season game. This game 
also gave the Gauchos a spot in 
the NCAA Division 1 Baseball 
Championship regionals.

Next up, the Gauchos are either 
hosting the regionals at their 
home stadium or traveling to 
another school to take part in the 
regionals. If the Gauchos come 
out on top of their bracket, they 
will travel to Omaha to take part 
in the NCAA Division I Baseball 
Championship next month. 

Garret Harcourt 
Sports Editor

NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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PLANET PROTECTION PROGRAM Anaya Khan
Asst. Science Editor

Cosmic impact to the Earth’s surface poses threats to the safety of the planet’s inhabitants. The Chicxulub impactor, for example, was 
an asteroid that hit Earth 65 million years ago and was responsible for the extinction of the dinosaurs. The risk of such a dangerous collision, although 
rare, is not impossible, as it is diffi  cult to predict if and when objects may be on a trajectory toward Earth. 

UC Santa Barbara physics professor Philip Lubin has worked in conjunction with UCSB Department of Physics Jr. Specialist Alexander Cohen 
to propose strategies to defend the planet against the collision of space debris. The “Pulverize It” (PI) strategy uses hypervelocity kinetic 
penetrators — laser-like technology — to break apart larger bodies into smaller fragments, which would enter the atmosphere where the 
now house-sized pieces would be vaporized. This method of defense is eff ective on shorter time scales, in contrast to comet or asteroid 
defl ection, which would require the knowledge of a collision course much earlier on the objects’ path. 

“Humanity has reached a technological state of evolution where it can begin to seriously and methodically control its fate with regards to 
cosmic threats from asteroids and comets by applying recent breakthroughs in both the detection of these threats as well as new ways of 
rapid mitigation of these threats,” Lubin said. “This combination allows us for the fi rst time as a species to help ensure our survival and the 
survival of future generations from this class of threat.”

VERIFYING VARIANTS 
The sudden spread of the omicron variant of COVID-19 caused widespread panic and strain on hospitals and health care workers. Luckily, 

countless scientists and researchers worked quickly and effi  ciently to help mitigate the damaging consequences of the variant and to come up with eff ective 
solutions to this powerful force of nature. One such researcher was Zach Aralis, a doctoral student at the UCSB Department of Biomolecular Science and Engineering. 

Over the winter break, Aralis worked on developing a test that could rapidly and reliably detect the presence of the COVID-19 omicron variant, something which the world at 
the time was desperate for. “Rapid detection of new SARS-CoV-2 variants is the fi rst step to preventing local COVID surges,” Aralis stated. In conjunction with the Santa Barbara 

County Public Health Department, Aralis was able to get hold of the omicron variant genome and already available genetic data for the fi rst two strains and ultimately was able to 
develop a way of detecting omicron sublineages BA.1 and BA.2. “Using this method we detected the fi rst cases of omicron here in Santa Barbara County, which empowered 

clinicians to modify treatment strategies and public health offi  cers to enhance contact tracing strategies,” Aralis said. Additionally, Aralis said that the test is “highly 
adaptable” and will hopefully be able to be modifi ed as needed and to serve as a template for rapid tests to detect future COVID-19 variants. 

Emma Holm-Olsen
Asst. Science Editor

SCIENCE & TECH
RESEARCH IN REVIEW

Best Hangover Cure in I.V.
Sindhu Ananthavel
Deputy News Editor

After a night of drinking, debauchery and subsequent 
dehydration, taking care of your body is essential. 
Excessive alcohol intake can bring fatigue and nausea in 
the morning after, and while the pain is short term, it can 
be extremely exhausting. Sustenance is essential in these 
situations, and the best place to seek it out is IV Bagel 
Cafe.

On any given Saturday or Sunday morning, you can 
be sure to find hungover college students f locking to the 
establishment in droves and clustering outside for their 
order with dead eyes and empty stomachs. Is the wait 
worth it? Is this really an oasis in the post-party desert? 
The answer is yes. 

Bagel Cafe’s offerings are bagel-based, as evidenced by 
the title, with a variety of toppings: cream cheese, lox, 
bacon, avocado, cheese, tomatoes, pico de gallo and most 
prominently, egg. The latter is the best option in a post-
inebriated state, as it is not only protein-rich but contains 
the amino acid cysteine. Cysteine helps neutralize the 
detrimental effects of acetaldehyde, a chemical produced 
by the body during alcohol consumption. Bagel Cafe 
offers egg-on-bagel in many forms, some highlights being 
the Huevo, the Eggle Plus and the Benedict Eggle, and it’s 
truly impossible to go wrong with an order.

As a hub of activity and dependable producer of 
delicious food, Bagel Cafe welcomes you into its arms to 
nourish and comfort. Never fear because Bagel Cafe is 
here.

Looking Back on the Most Notable Scientifi c Accomplishments and 
Breakthroughs Made by UCSB Researchers During the 2021-22 Year

survival of future generations from this class of threat.”

While scientists have long predicted that a black hole resides at the center of our galaxy, the Milky Way, the physical existence of one was only 
recently confi rmed. Joseph Farah, a National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellow at UC Santa Barbara and collaborator at the Las Cumbres 
Observatory, has worked in conjunction with more than 300 researchers around the world to capture the fi rst image of the black hole at the center of Earth’s galaxy, 
formally known as Sagittarius A*.

Through the Event Horizon Telescope (EHT) project, Farah and his peers have pieced together a single image of the black hole by averaging thousands of 
images taken by telescopes from around the globe, all of which join together to create an Earth-sized telescope. At 27,000 light-years away from Earth, Sagittarius 

A* is diffi  cult to observe, not only because of its distance (scientists compare its visibility to seeing a donut on the moon), but because of its size. It is much smaller 
than M87*, the black hole at the center of the Messier 87 galaxy that had been photographed by EHT in 2019. For this reason, the speed at which the light is warped 

around Sagittarius A* is much faster. Producing an image in rapid motion requires more attention and technical analysis.
This groundbreaking image has improved scientists’ knowledge of the greatly mysterious characteristics of black holes. The confi rmation of Sagittarius A* not only agrees 

with the accepted laws of physics, including Albert Einstein’s theory of general relativity, but has larger implications for the future of science. “My research into the development 
of selective dynamical imaging helps us make movies of the black holes we observe,” Farah said. “If we can make a proper movie of a black hole like Sgr A*, we can watch accretion 

material fall directly in and have a whole new opportunity to test general relativity and probe the extremes of physics.”

THE BLACK HOLE BY HOME Anaya Khan
Asst. Science Editor

DELAYING DROSOPHILA Devanshi Tomar
Science Editor

During February of this year, the Montell Lab, led by Duggan Professor Denise Montell of the molecular, cellular and developmental 
biology department, published a paper in Nature Communications on utilizing reproductive diapause in Drosophila — the common fruit fl y — to extend 
the viability of stem cells. Diapause is when fl ies halt their reproductive development in response to stress in order to save energy. Montell and project scientist 
Sreesankar Easwaran, who was lead author of the paper, sought to utilize this natural process to extend the longevity of stem cells. Removing a compound 
called juvenile hormone, a molecule that serves a function in egg production, and then reintroducing it into the fl ies’ system proved to elongate the fl ies’ 
reproductive period, making stem cells more available. The fl y serves as a model organism and discoveries about its system can be connected to the more 
complex human system. Specifi cally, a method to make stem cells more viable could aid in tissue renewal and de-aging. 

clinicians to modify treatment strategies and public health offi  cers to enhance contact tracing strategies,” Aralis said. Additionally, Aralis said that the test is “highly 
adaptable” and will hopefully be able to be modifi ed as needed and to serve as a template for rapid tests to detect future COVID-19 variants. 

While scientists have long predicted that a black hole resides at the center of our galaxy, the Milky Way, the physical existence of one was only 
recently confi rmed. Joseph Farah, a National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellow at UC Santa Barbara and collaborator at the Las Cumbres 

Asst. Science Editor

biology department, published a paper in Nature Communications on utilizing reproductive diapause in Drosophila — the common fruit fl y — to extend 
the viability of stem cells. Diapause is when fl ies halt their reproductive development in response to stress in order to save energy. Montell and project scientist 
Sreesankar Easwaran, who was lead author of the paper, sought to utilize this natural process to extend the longevity of stem cells. Removing a compound 
called juvenile hormone, a molecule that serves a function in egg production, and then reintroducing it into the fl ies’ system proved to elongate the fl ies’ 
reproductive period, making stem cells more available. The fl y serves as a model organism and discoveries about its system can be connected to the more 

We’ve all dreamed about traversing the cosmos as shown in popular movies 
such as “Star Wars” and “Interstellar.” Sadly, the phenomena of traveling at speeds 
necessary for interstellar exploration at the human scale is one that is incredibly complex 
and not close to being solved. A future solution could lie within research being conducted by two 
UC Santa Barbara professors, Philip Lubin and Joel Rothman. The duo hope to utilize a propulsion 
laser that uses light as a propellant to send “wafercrafts” — which could be the size of your hand — 
at speeds of up to 100 million miles per hour. 

“Wafercrafts” are thin slices of a semiconductor that are fi tted with protection from radiation and 
dust bombardment to make it more suited for space. This type of space travel would shorten the 
time needed to reach the next solar system to 20 years. In addition, loading a tiny organism known 
as Caenorhabditis elegans onto one of these “wafercrafts” could lead to retrieval of data that may 
infl uence future human space travel. The researchers note that this project is generational, 
and sending humans into space is still a distant dream. However, by making signifi cant 
advancements now, the research being conducted by the pair has the potential to impact 
future generations of space travel. 

C. ELEGANS IN SPACE Josh Foster
Science Writer

Last year, Alyson Santoro, a marine microbiologist at the UC Santa Barbara 
Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Marine Biology, proposed a project to design 
bioplastics specifi cally made to degrade naturally. According to the project proposal, the 
aim is to develop “materials for the marine environment by explicitly considering the metabolism 
of microbes in the environment in which they are expected to biodegrade.” The proposal states 
that these environmentally friendly plastic materials may be used to improve various marine industry 
applications including research apparatuses such as oceanographic sensors — one of the largest 
contributors to plastic debris in the oceans. “More than one solution is necessary to solve the ocean 
plastics problem,” Santoro said. “Our research is investigating whether polymers made by bacteria 
will degrade more quickly in the ocean and with fewer harmful byproducts than petroleum-based 
plastics.” These biodegradable plastics are a promising step in the move away from single-
use plastics and toward a more sustainable future. 

PLASTIC POLYMERS Emma Holm-Olsen
Asst. Science Editor

AUDREY KENYON / DAILY NEXUS
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STORIES FROM STORKE:

Joshen Mantai
Director of Social Media Strategy

The Nexus has had such a special place in my 
heart since I was a wide-eyed freshman and Sanya 
Kamidi took a chance on hiring me as a social 
media manager with virtually no experience. I knew 
nothing about journalism or publishing in general, 
but began to write upon her encouragement. It 
felt cathartic but frightening to have my articles 
out in such a public forum, but I soon started to 
develop a passion for the storytelling process. Since 
my start at the Nexus, my interest in social media 
and journalism has only heightened, and I truly 
owe everything to the place that helped me f ind 
a dedication to a medium I never knew I had the 
bravery or skill for. The Nexus has not only given 
me a lifelong passion and path forward in graduate 
school, but also the funniest, sweetest and most 
hardworking co-workers in Ida, Jordan and the 
entire editorial staff. I truly can’t wait to see what 
every staff member at the Nexus goes on to achieve 
in their career and life and I am honored that I got 
to work with them. I hope that every wide-eyed 
freshman that gets to enter the bustling newspaper 
doors underneath Storke Tower gets to experience 
and witness the same journalistic magic I did for 
the past four years.

2021-22 SENIOR REFLECTIONS

Hannah Appel
Production Coordinator

I f irst joined the Daily Nexus during fall quarter 
of my freshman year, and I have called the little 
basement under Storke Tower my home ever since! 
The Nexus and all of its contributors have been 
such an instrumental part of my UCSB experience. 
When I f irst began working on the production 
and design team, I loved the feeling of being at 
the forefront of local news and events. The Nexus 
provided a space for me to feel integrated into 
the university atmosphere and stay up to date 
with events on campus and in Isla Vista. But at 
its core, the Nexus is more than a workplace; it’s 
a community. I joined this space as a f irst-year 
student and was welcomed by the rest of the team 
with open arms. Now, as a graduating senior, I 
hope to pass on that feeling to anyone else who is 
considering joining the Nexus. This current group 
of editors had the untraditionally diff icult task of 
keeping the Nexus af loat during the pandemic. 
Coming back to in-person after over a year of 
remote work was like night and day. Being able to 
see our coworkers and friends makes all of us feel 
more connected, and I am so grateful for the chance 
to work alongside my fellow editors in the rich and 
vibrant environment that the Nexus fosters! 

Ida Kazerani
Social Media Manager, Staff Photographer

I joined the Nexus my freshman year as a staff 
photographer, intending to continue the same 
work I had done in high school journalism, but 
I ended up also applying to be a social media 
manager towards the end of my sophomore year. 
I want to give my thanks to Sanya Kamidi – she 
has since graduated but is the only reason I 
even considered the position in the f irst place. 
Through the social team, I got to meet Joshen 
and Jordan, who became not only my colleagues 
but two of my wonderful friends. Here’s to the 
times we spent scrambling to get breaking news 
tweets out ASAP, the silly typos (real ones 
remember “Sign up for our wee” on the Daily 
Nexus Facebook page) and the lovely memories 
we could make together even though almost 
all of our work was done remotely. I’m also 
incredibly grateful for the photo staff and all the 
unique, random and interesting opportunities and 
assignments I’ve had as a photographer. Without 
the Nexus, I don’t think I’d have pushed myself 
to explore these different avenues, whether they 
were alongside the social team or the photo 
team. The best part? You don’t have to pursue 
journalism as a career to be a part of the Nexus; 
Our staff is made up of truly amazing and diverse 
individuals, and I wouldn’t give that experience 
up for the world.

Natalie Gomez
Co-Copy Chief

When I started UCSB, I had no idea who 
I was or what I was capable of. I came in 
undeclared, friendless and afraid to pursue my 
passions. However, I had always loved reading, so I 
attended the Nexus orientation and was intrigued 
by the copy section’s duties. I liked the idea that 
I could read the entire paper and learn from our 
student body. Luckily, I was hired along with two 
other freshmen, Caroline and Sean — two people 
who later became some of my closest friends. 
Each week, I entered the off ice happy to be 
surrounded by a diverse group of people who were 
passionate about storytelling. I loved the bustling 
energy of print nights: the laughter of reading a 
stench article, trying to f igure out what a sports 
term meant, skimming a news page for glaring 
errors 30 seconds before deadline. Right when I 
was starting to f ind my place at UCSB, now an 
English and classics double major, the pandemic 
hit. I was afraid that the community and comfort I 
found at the Nexus would be lost. However, I was 
wrong; if anything, my connection to the Nexus 
grew stronger. Logging onto Zoom each week 
during my copy shifts was sometimes the only 
connection I felt to UCSB. I welcomed a new set of 
friends into my life: Zoë, Sophie and Grace. Once 
Caroline and I took over the copy section from our 
brilliant mentor Laila, we had the hard task ahead 
of us to bring back the copy section in person. I 
would like to think that we succeeded, and I have 
every confidence that our team will be able to 
improve upon our effort. I wish everyone on copy 
and at the Nexus the best. Enjoy the short time 
you have here, and trust the community you have 
around you! The most important thing I’ve learned 
is that you are always going to make mistakes, but 
with careful ref lection and a great group of people 
to support you — you can learn and put your best 
self forward.

Jaze Matteo Wharton
Nexustentialism Editor

I’ve never been in a worse smelling place than 
the Daily Nexus off ice under Storke Tower. A lot 
of other people will tell you about the welcoming 
environment or the friends they’ve made during 
their time at the Nexus, but if you want the real 
scoop, you should know that if the Nexus were 
a candle, it would smell like lagoon water and 
fermented cigarette butts (no one smokes here, it 
just smells like that). However, despite the smell, 
I have indeed met some of the most important 
people in my life and made some of the most 
impactful memories that I possess at the Daily 
Nexus. The key is f inding the positives through the 
odor, and I would like to think that is also what my 
section has done and does for all of you: provide 
some breaths of fresh air amongst the miasma 
of everyday life. Maybe that’s why those “in the 
know” affectionately refer to Nexustentialism as 
“stench.” Or it could be that all of my writers and 
I reek after spending so much time in the off ice. 
Who’s to say?

Caroline Gee
Co-Copy Chief

I started copy editing at the Nexus in fall of 
my freshman year. I remember taking self ies 
with the polaroids on the wall, surprised I 
somehow made it into this vibrant place of 
chaotic people. I’m not where I thought I would 
be when I graduated college. There have been 
good surprises, but also many regrets. And I’m 
[[OK]] with that. But throughout these past 
four years, the Nexus community has been my 
one constant. Through a pandemic, rejections, 
fuck-ups, imposter syndrome. No matter what 
was going on in life, I always had weekly print 
nights with the copy staff, where we could pool 
all our energy, almost irrationally so, into making 
a beautiful paper. I’ll miss the late nights, eight 
hours in the off ice spent reading straight with 
the copy crew. Getting a sugar rush from gummy 
worms and collectively losing it after midnight. 
I’ll miss the hours spent debating every comma, 
every word choice, every little thing that the 
readers likely won’t notice, but it’s important to 
us. Most of all, I’ll miss the people I pored over 
these papers with. I’ll miss every member of 
the copy staff, my brilliant Co-Copy Chief and 
close friend Natalie, the ever-curious Sean and 
everyone on the Nexus, who all amaze me with 
their creativity and dedication. Copy has this 
magical quality in that its knowledge is passed 
down with each generation. And by knowledge, I 
don’t mean only for editing. I mean the knowledge 
of how to accept oneself, how to handle the ups-
and-downs, which can only be communicated 
through solidarity and friendship. I’m grateful 
to the then-seniors who mentored me and have 
spread across the country; the freshmen who I 
Duff l’d with and will one day lead the copy team 
themselves. I leave this to the copy team: Never 
apologize for caring too much, and remember to 
give yourself the grace to stumble and grow.

Sean Crommelin
Science and Tech Editor

I came into the Nexus as a copy editor in Fall 
Quarter 2018, straight out of high school. I had 
few expectations, drawn to the position mainly 
for its seeming relatedness to the copy editing I’d 
done in my high school yearbook and my naive 
compulsion to treat college as a continuation of 
what I’d done there. Copy editing and writing in 
the Nexus, however, proved very different from 
what I’d been doing before. At the Nexus, I found 
a vibrant community of writers and journalists, 
people who opened my eyes to the possibilities 
and constraints of the paper. At the Nexus, as both 
a writer and an editor, late nights, innumerable 
challenges, periods of suspense and uncertainty 
— yes, insecurity too — provided catalysts for 
growth and opportunities to learn. Learn how to 
do things, talk to people, get sources and develop 
relationships. I also learned what I liked and didn’t 
like. What I wanted to get out of the things I 
poured my time into. While I’ve dove into other 
things, quit classes, changed majors, joined labs 
and worked other jobs, the Nexus has been my 
one constant, the place I’ve stayed through it all — 
rose, bud and thorn.

I’ve met wonderful people here and am nothing 
but optimistic and excited for the future of the 
paper. To Natalie, Caroline and Laila, thank you for 
being my friends, for seeing the good in me when 
I struggled to do so myself and weathering some 
rough print nights with solidarity, understanding 
and some essential humor. To Jacqueline and 
Kylie, thank you for seeing the potential in me. 
And to Devanshi, thank you for writing about 
mathematics, physics and engineering. Lord 
knows I wasn’t about to.

Melanie Ziment
Managing Editor

As typical newspaper folks, I think it’s safe to say 
that most of us are pretty Type A. As such, we have 
been jumping into things all our lives. Running 
towards high school graduation and then college 
and clubs and internships and extracurriculars ... 
until the COVID-19 pandemic hit us like a bus and 
suddenly we found ourselves stopped in our tracks. 
I feel like all I’ve done for the past two years is 
ref lected. Going through this time has made me 
truly appreciate the wonderful community here at 
UCSB and the Nexus. But now I’m really ready to 
punch it into gear and get back to getting going.

Thank you to those who came before and 
inspired me, Hannah Jackson and Harper Lambert, 
and thank you to Katherine Swartz and Hannah 
Appel for being my partners in crime this year. I 
can’t wait to see what we all accomplish next. 


