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Student Organizers Demonstrate Die-in in 

Honor of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People 
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The UC Santa Barbara 
Associated Students 2022-23 
budget will be reduced by around 
$2 million, senators from the 
Finance and Business Committee 
announced at last week’s Senate 

meeting on May 4. 
The announcement came after 

members from Associated Students 
(A.S.) organizations expressed 
surprise and confusion that their 
budgets had been reduced to zero 
for the upcoming year with the 
expectation that they would be 
using rollover funding from this 
year to fund next year’s budgets. 

The Senate ultimately voted 
to extend the rollover funding 
request deadline to accommodate 
entities who were not made aware 
of the upcoming budget cuts. 

The Senate budget for the 
2021-22 academic year was 
$13,689,460.91, and the incoming 

budget will be approved in the 
coming weeks, third-year political 
science and sociology double 
major, current Letters and Sciences 
Senator and Chair of the Finance 
and Business (F&B) Committee 
Hailey Stankiewicz said during 
public forum. 

Stankiewicz said that the F&B 
Committee zeroed out the budgets 
of entities with excess funding 

from this year in the hopes that 
they would apply to keep the 
money — known as rollover 
funding — for the upcoming year. 

Entities who were zeroed out 
included the Black Women’s 
Health Collaborative (BWHC), 
A.S. Book Bank, Commission 
on Disability Equality, the Public 
Safety Commission, UCIV, 
Environmental Justice Alliance, 
A.S. Food Bank, Human Rights 
Board, A.S. Public and Mental 
Health Commission, Students 
Against Sexual Assault and the 
Transfer Student Alliance.
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UC Santa Barbara student group 
Students For Justice in Palestine 
is holding a demonstration in 
the Arbor this week, featuring 
a symbolic apartheid wall with 
drawings and text depicting the 
Palestinian perspective on the 
Israel-Palestine conflict.

The demonstration is creating 
conversation and debate on 
campus around the Israel-Palestine 
conflict and the content of the 
cartoons and text on the wall itself, 
particularly between Students 
For Justice in Palestine (SJP) and 
Students Supporting Israel (SSI) 
student members. 

In 2002, the Israeli government 
began building a wall — considered 
illegal by the International Court 
of Justice — at the West Bank. 
Though Israeli officials argued 
that the wall was a necessary 
security barrier, the International 
Court of Justice concluded that 
“the construction of the wall, along 
with measures taken previously, 
severely impeded the exercise by 
the Palestinian people of its right 
to self-determination and was thus 

a breach of Israel’s obligation to 
respect that right.” 

Discourse on this conflict has 
historically been controversial 
at UCSB, particularly regarding 
proposed Associated Students 
senate resolutions calling for UCSB 
and the UC Regents to divest 
from companies that profit off of 
alleged human rights violations 
by the Israeli government against 
Palestinians. Last year, the Senate 
public forum on the topic saw 
83 community members speak 
before the senate did not pass 
a divestment resolution for the 
seventh time in nine years. 

For fourth-year history major 
and SJP member Jarod Ramirez, 
the weeklong SJP event — which 
he described as an “interactive 
art demonstration protest” — is 
a way to educate students and 
foster conversation on ongoing 
violence and oppression against 
Palestinians in the region. 

“The main reason is for 
education,” he said. “But it’s also 
to sort of say, ‘You can’t ignore the 
oppression that’s happening over 
there.’” 

Currently, Israel is set to add 
almost 4,000 more homes in the 
West Bank, effectively annexing a 
larger portion of the West Bank. 
Interior minister Ayelet Shaked 

said that the addition of these 
4,000 homes is “basic, required 
and obvious thing,” according to 
his tweet. 

Fourth-year philosophy major 
and SSI Co-President Yehuda 
Jian attended the demonstration 
alongside other SSI members 
and supporters to “offer another 
perspective of information.” 

“This wall has a lot of 
information, some of which we 
don’t agree is true,” Jian said. “So 
we’re handing out f lyers, and we’re 
just here to have conversations 
with people who are interested to 
show them another perspective.”

The wall — which was borrowed 
from the UC San Diego chapter 
of SJP — has a variety of panels, 
with one explaining the history 
of Palestine, another with text 
on the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement and 
several others depicting security 
barriers and checkpoints in the 
region. 

Jian specifically referenced one 
panel, which shows a Palestinian 
man with his mouth being covered 
by a piece of paper that reads 
“antisemitism” by two hands 
— one with the Israeli f lag on 
the wrist and another with the 
American f lag — as an example of 
an antisemitic trope originating 

from before World War II. 
“That claim … actually digs 

back into tropes that have been 
around since before World War II, 
about Jews and Zionists working 
with the government to keep the 

population down [when] trying 
to speak out about the dangers of 
Zionism,” he said. “That’s actually 
a very old antisemitic claim that 
originates in a work called ‘The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion.’” 

One second-year sociology 
major and SJP member, who 
preferred to remain anonymous for 
privacy concerns, rejected the idea 
that the wall is antisemitic. 

SJP borrowed a mock wall from UCSD that shows the Palestinean perspective of the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. The wall has been used as an artistic demonstration depicting the wall in the West Bank. 
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Students for Justice in Palestine Demonstration 
Prompts Conversation About Israel-Palestine Conflict 

Around 40 individuals participated in the die-in midmorning in the Arbor.  
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HOWEVER, SEVERAL A.S. ENTITIES, INCLUDING BWHC 

AND TSA, TOLD THE SENATE DURING A PUBLIC FORUM 

THAT THEY WERE NOT AWARE THEIR BUDGETS WERE 

BEING ZEROED OUT OR THAT THEY WERE EXPECTED TO 

REQUEST THEIR ROLLOVER FUNDING TO FUND THEIR 

ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE 2022-23 YEAR.

“

For fourth-year sociology major 
and External Vice President for 
Statewide Affairs and UC Student 
Association President Esme 
Quintero-Cubillan, the low life 
expectancy of Native American 
women, girls and two-spirit people 
hits close to home. 

“Most native women will face 
violence by the age of 18, and I 
faced violence by the age of 15. 
Specifically at the intersection of 
being gender non-conforming, trans 
Native and a [femme] person, I’ve 
always expected my life expectancy 
to be 32,” they said. “If you are Black 
or Indigenous and you are trans or 
two-spirit, the likelihood that you 
will see past the age of 35 is slim, 
extremely slim.” 

“I have lived my life believing that 
I will disappear from this earth, and 
I will be stolen from my family from 
my community, from my friends by 
that age. And every year when my 
birthday passed around, it never felt 
like a point of celebration to me — it 
always felt like I’m getting closer to 
my death day,” Quintero-Cubillan 
continued.  

Quintero-Cubillan said that this 
fear as an Indigenous and queer 
individual instilled in them the need 
to bring awareness to the murders, 
kidnappings and violence against 
Indigenous women, girls and two-
spirit people in order to ensure that 
life can be celebrated with joy, not 
fear of violence

Alongside Collective of Pueblos 
Originarios in Diaspora, American 
Indian and Indigenous Cultural 
Resource Center and Mauna Kea 
protectors, Quintero-Cubillan’s 
Office of the External Vice President 
for Statewide Affairs conducted a 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women, Girls and Two-Spirit 
People (MMIWG2S) awareness 

event through a die-in on May 5 
— a day of national observance on 
Missing or Murdered Indigenous 
Persons Awareness Day. 

Around 40 individuals 
participated in the die-in — a 
demonstration where people gather 
and lay on the ground as if they 
were deceased — midmorning in 
the Arbor. 

Fifth-year environmental studies 
major and peer mentor for the 
American Indian and Indigenous 
Cultural Resource Center Cameran 
Bahnsen said MMIWG2S Day is an 
opportunity to bring the discussion 
of violence against Indigenous 
communities to the forefront of the 
national conversation.

“I think Indigenous communities 
and issues are often overlooked, 
so MMIWG2S Day is a way to 
bring visibility to what impacts 
us as Native people,” Bahnsen 
said. “We’ve faced violence since 

Europeans arrived, and now we 
still continue to face violence for a 
variety of reasons.” 

Bahnsen said since  UC Santa 
Barbara is a land grant university — 
a university built upon Indigenous 
land — it is imperative for students to 
understand the violence perpetrated 
against the Chumash people in 
order to create the university. 

“Land grant universities were 
formed based on the violent removal 
of Indigenous people off of their 
lands,” Bahnsen said. “All of us who 
attend UCSB and other schools in 
the UC system, we benefit from that 
violent history because we can be 
here and we can go to school and 
get an education on the ancestral 
home lands of Indigenous peoples 
like our Chumash relatives.” 

“Highlighting Indigenous 
communities, Indigenous voices 
and Indigenous issues is crucial for 
us because we benefit from that 

system,” she continued. 
The die-in began with a circle 

of intention amongst the event 
organizers to speak on why they 
chose to be present during the 
demonstration. When ref lecting 
on the event, Quintero-Cubillan 
said they offered their traditional 
medicine to those in the circle 
during the discussion on intentions. 

“This is my abalone shell, and 
I filled it with our sacred herbs,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said, showing 
a shell full of tobacco, mugwort 
and sage. “When we talk about 
medicine, we talk about our sacred 
herbs that are meant to heal us, 
release us and provide a sense of 
common connection.” 

Demonstrators of the event 
laid on the ground in front of the 
Arbor at UCSB to display solidarity 
and support for the Indigenous 
community, physically blocking 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor
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I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
Humanities Center Hosts 
Regeneration Talk on Tulsa 
Race Massacre

The Interd isc ipl ina ry 
Humanities Center (IHC) is 
continuing their Regeneration 
series with a discussion on 
the Tulsa race massacre on 
May 12 from 4-6 p.m. in the 
McCune Conference Room. The 
discussion will feature award-
winning author and historian 
Scott Ellsworth, who authored 
“The Ground Breaking: An 
American City and Its Search 
for Justice” and is sponsored by 
the Sara Miller McCune and 
George D. McCune endowment; 
the Blum Center on Poverty, 
Inequality, and Democracy; the 
Department of Black Studies 
and the Department of History.

Masks are recommended for 
vaccinated persons and required 
for unvaccinated persons during 
the event. A reception will follow 
the discussion. 

Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian Culture 
Week Features QT API-
SSWANA Cultural Potluck 

UCSB’s Resource Center for 
Gender and Sexual Diversity 
(RCSGD), Middle Eastern, 
North African, South Asian 
(MENASA) Resource Center 
and the MultiCultural Center 
(MCC) are collaboratively 
hosting the f irst ever Queer and 
Trans Asian, Pacif ic Islander, 
South and Southwest Asian, 
North African (QT API-
SSWANA) cultural potluck. The 
event will take place on May 13 
from 12-2 p.m. in the Student 
Resource Building multipurpose 
room. 

As an event taking place 
during Asian American and 
Pacif ic Islander Heritage 

Month and MENASA Culture 
Week, the potluck will 
“celebrate the contributions and 
accomplishments of QT API-
SSWANA folks,” according to 
the Shoreline invitation. 

Those interested in bringing 
food and/or beverages to the 
potluck can complete a Google 
form and register on Shoreline. 
All those bringing food will 
be entered to win a gift card 
between $25 and $50 in value.

RCSGD Hosts Virtual 
Mixer for LGBTQIA+ Student 
Organizations on Campus

RCSGD, alongside Associated 
Students (A.S.) Trans & Queer 
Commission, is hosting a 
LGBTQIA+ Meet & Greet 
Virtual Mixer on May 13 from 
12-1 p.m. for those interested in 
joining or forming LGBTQIA+ 
clubs at UCSB. Out in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, Kishet and the 
Queer & Trans Graduate Student 
Union will be featured during 
the Zoom event. 

Those who are unable to attend 
the event can f ill out a Google 
form to learn what organizations 
are present on campus. Students 
interested in attending can 
register on Shoreline to receive 
the Zoom link. 

American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural 
Resource Center Hosts 
Cultural Exchange Luncheon

The American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural Resource 
Center (AIICRC) is hosting a 
cultural exchange luncheon 
on May 13 from 1-3 p.m. in 
the MCC lounge to highlight 
the cultural diversity amongst 
indigenous communit ies 
through food, activities and 
knowledge. Attendees can learn 
about campus organizations for 
indigenous students and the 
power of identity as well as 
meet other students through this 

event. 
Students interested in 

attending can register on 
Shoreline. Food — which will 
include light refreshments and 
food from Lilly’s Taqueria — is 
limited. The f irst 30 registered 
students are guaranteed food. 

Nikkei Student Union 
Hosts Nikkei Culture Night: 
Unearthed 

Nikkei Student Union is 
hosting their second annual 
Culture Night on May 14 at 7 
p.m. in Campbell Hall. The night 
will showcase a Soran Bushi 
team, which is a traditional song 
and dance in Japan, individual 
talent acts and a student drama 
cast. The event will also feature 
a production of  “Unearthed,” 
featuring a “story of a college 
student who learns about her 
family’s experience as Japanese 
Amer icans incarcerated 
during WWII,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

Tickets are $3 presale, $5 at 
the door and $6 VIP access, 
and attendees can send thier 
payments via Venmo @
UCSBNSU and include their 
name in the description to 
purchase tickets. 

Vietnamese Student 
Association Hosts Culture 
Night Banquet 

Vie tnamese St udent 
Association is hosting a 
Culture Night Banquet on May 
14 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the 
Isla Vista Community Center. 
The night will feature cultural 
performances of dance and 
spoken word poetry as well 
as cultural games. The event 
is free to attend and “aims to 
educate our community about 
Vietnamese culture and provide 
members with the opportunity 
to express themselves creatively,” 
the Shoreline description read.

Food will be provided at the 
event. 

Sindhu Ananthavel
Deputy News Editor

UCLA Student Government 
Election Concludes Following 
Controversy 

The UCLA Undergraduate 
Students Association Council election 
concluded on May 6 with the lowest 
voter turnout in over a decade, after 
two presidential candidates were 
sanctioned following accusations of 
stalking and harassment.

Carl King Jr. was elected 
Undergraduate Students Association 
Council President following the 
disqualification of his opponent, 
Angelina Quint. Quint was 
disqualified on May 5 after repeated 
violations of sanctions placed against 
her, according to the Daily Bruin.

Both candidates were embroiled 
in controversy after an anonymous 
student filed a complaint with the 
elections board on Quint’s behalf 
alleging King harassed her online 
and sent people to apprehend her in 
person. An anonymous student filed 
a complaint on King’s behalf as well, 
claiming Quint defamed him. The 
Undergraduate Students Association 
Elections Board conducted an 
investigation into the complaints 
and suspended both candidates from 
social media campaigning.

Fewer than 5,000 people voted 
out of 30,000 eligible voters and the 
turnout was 15.19% — the lowest the 
campus has seen in over a decade, 
according to the Daily Bruin.

UC Berkeley Falcon Welcomes 
New Chicks

UC Berkeley’s resident peregrine 
falcon Annie hatched two chicks 
this weekend after a tumultuous 
breeding season.

Annie  lives at  the top of 
Campanile Tower and laid three 
eggs, with two hatching on May 
5 and 6, according to the Daily 
Californian. The third egg is past the 
normal timeline to hatch — which is 

not uncommon for Annie, as she has 
had unhatched eggs during previous 
breeding seasons.

The new chicks follow the death 
of Annie’s long-term mate Grinnell, 
who died after being hit by a vehicle 
in the midst of April breeding season. 
However, Annie quickly found a new 
paramour in Alden, who arrived 
at the Campanile and mated with 
Annie soon after Grinnell’s passing.

According to Cal Falcons, a 
team of UC Berkeley scientists that 
manage the falcons’ habitat and care, 
two of the eggs are likely fathered by 
Grinnell, with the other one possibly 
being fathered by Alden.

Annie first nested at Campanile 
Tower with Grinnell in 2016 and has 
been a fixture of UC Berkeley ever 
since. Cal Falcons hosted a Hatch 
Day with telescope views of the nest 
and falcon drawings on May 6, in 
honor of the new chicks.

The new chicks will be banded — a 
process allowing viewers to identify 
and distinguish the birds — on 
May 27. The chicks can be viewed 
through live webcams on the Cal 
Falcons website.

Protests in Support of 
Abortion Rights Occur Across 
UC Campuses

After a leaked Supreme Court 
draft showed justices primed to vote 
in favor of overturning Roe v. Wade 
— the decision that protects legal 
abortion rights in the U.S. — protests 
cropped up across UC campuses and 
their adjacent communities. 

At UC Santa Barbara, a downtown 
protest garnered hundreds of 
supporters of abortion rights, and 
similar demonstrations occured at 
UC San Diego, UC Los Angeles and 
UC Berkeley.

“We’re just regressing,” Berkeley 
protester Kesi Kasai-Johnson said, 
according to the Daily Californian. 
“Motherhood is a title for life. We 
should be given the choice of if and 
when we want to become mothers.”

A Week in UC 
Student News

NEXUS FILE PHOTO

UC Santa Barbara’s Resource 
Center for Sexual and Gender 
Diversity is working to create 
support spaces and resources for 
UCSB students on the spectrum of 
asexuality and aromanticism, with 
hopes to further expand in the near 
future. 

Asexuality is a sexual orientation 
that is generally characterized by a 
lack of sexual attraction toward any 
individual, according to the Asexual 
Visibility & Education Network. It 
is different from celibacy — which 
is the active choice to abstain from 
sexual activity, according to the 
website.

Aromanticism is a romantic 
orientation in which an individual 
does not feel any romantic attraction 
toward or desire for romance for 
any individual, according to the 
Resource Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity (RCSGD)’s 
website. 

Both of these orientations can 
be experienced within a variety 
of spectrums and LGBTQIA+ 
intersections.

“We have marketed all of our 
events toward aromantic, asexual, 
demisexual, gray-ace, anywhere 

on that spectrum,” said third-year 
sociology major and RCSGD 
Trans & Nonbinary Empowerment 
Coordinator Drew Buchanan. 

“That includes people who 
identify as ace for literally any 
reason — it could be that they 
genuinely have never experienced 
sexual attraction,” he continued. “It 
could be that they feel very iffy 
about it; it could be that they’ve 
experienced [sexual assault] in the 
past and just don’t have the same 
connection to sexual attraction that 
they’re used to.” 

Buchanan spoke to the major 
changes that the center undertook 
to support groups in the 
LGBTQIA+ community that have 
been shadowed in the past. 

“About three years ago, the center 
did an overhaul of their structures, 
how their staff was organized, 
basically everything,” Buchanan 
said. “So since then, we’re rebuilding 
and we’re trying to pay attention 
to certain groups that have been 
previously left out.” 

 As a staff member who is on 
the asexuality spectrum, Buchanan 
took the initiative to expand on 
the current programs and events 
that exist for asexual and aromantic 
students. 

“I’m the only staff member right 

now who is on the spectrum or 
that solidly knows that they’re 
on the spectrum, so I asked in 
the beginning of winter or later 
fall, ‘Do we want to do any ace 
programming?’ because I feel like 
there might be a space that is 
missing there,” Buchanan said.

As of now, one of the spaces 
available for asexual and aromantic 
students is the IdentiTEAs Series, 

which works to provide safe spaces 
for support and discussion every 
Wednesday for different identity 
groups within the LGBTQIA+ 
community. After the IdentiTEAs 
centering on aromantic and asexual 
students took place, Buchanan said 
the group wanted to keep in touch 
and created a group chat titled, 
“Aro/Ace at UCSB.” 

“It was very quickly apparent that 

this was a group that had been 
wanting resources and wanting a 
space together and had not been 
given that,” Buchanan said. “There’s 
definitely a wide range, which can 
be interesting because there’s a lot 
of different backgrounds that people 
are coming from in one space.” 

From this came the Aro/
Ace coffee meetup that took 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor

UCSB Students Call for Expansion on Resources 
for Asexual and Aromantic Community

ARO/ACE p.5

Drew Buchanan took the initiative to expand on the current programs and events that exist for asexual 
and aromantic students. 
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When UC Santa Barbara physics 
professor Omer Blaes came out as 
gay at age 29, he felt alone as a 
queer-identifying individual within 
the scientific community.

In 2013, Blaes was approached 
by a student to establish a chapter 
of oSTEM — a national non-
profit professional organization 
dedicated to providing support for 
LGBTQIA+ students in science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(S.T.E.M.) careers by nurturing 
leadership, innovation and advocacy 
— at UCSB, he was excited to 
create an organization that would 
assist and affirm S.T.E.M.-oriented 
students with diverse sexual and 
gender identities.  Now, the chapter 
aims to help club members both 
professionally and academically 
by hosting annual conferences, 
workshops, speakers and socials.

“It can be hard to be in the science 
environment and not know whether 
you’re alone or not, not be able to 
talk to anyone about what you’re 
going through, not be able to find the 
support that you need,” Blaes said.

Blaes said that during his time as 
a student and professor in S.T.E.M. 
fields, limited support existed for 
LGBTQIA+ students.

“It’s actually incredibly personally 
heartwarming for me to see this: that 
they are supportive of each other 
in everything that they’re going 
through because, especially at their 
age, these young people struggle 
with all sorts of things, and this is 
not an easy thing to struggle with,” 
Blaes said. “It’s amazing to see young 
people make such a positive thing 
happen, and it really is truly inspiring 
for older people like me.”

Blaes said the existence of oSTEM 
can help establish a space for 
LGBTQIA+ students in S.T.E.M. 
fields by affirming their presence. 

“Just [oSTEM’s] very existence 
makes it easier for LGBTQ students 
in the sciences to come out,” Blaes 
said. “There’s this classic stereotype 
of the queer community that they 
don’t exist in the sciences, that they’re 
all in the humanities and social 
sciences, and that is emphatically 
not true.”

The national oSTEM organization 
holds annual conferences for 
members of the community and 
creates networking opportunities 
with queer scientists across the 
country, both with students from 
other universities and with those 
in established professional positions. 
Blaes said these conferences are 
places of visibility for queer students.

“[oSTEM] creates a visibility 
that is good for people who are 
still struggling with their own 
identities,” he said. “More than that, 
they provide a social space for such 
people and a support space, and 
then they connect these people to 
this larger, ultimate community. 
It’s establishing connections with 
future job opportunities and also 
just visibility and helping you be 
comfortable in your own skin and 
your own identity.”

Third-year biochemistry major 
in the College of Creative Studies 
and oSTEM President Aurora de 
Tagyos said the chapter also held its 
own speaker events this year, with 
one featuring a physician who spoke 

about navigating medical school as 
an openly gay man.

“We are forming a queer S.T.E.M. 
community — but also having grad 
students who are queer in S.T.E.M., 
having professionals share their 
experiences,” de Tagyos said. “Our 
main goal is to create both a social 
community group but also to have 
those professional development 
aspects necessary for S.T.E.M.”

Fourth-year College of Creative 
Studies physics major Pierre 
Thibodeaux said the club also plays 
an important role in cultivating an 
affirming environment and providing 
community amongst LGBTQIA+ 
students.

“In S.T.E.M. fields, there’s often 
this presumed veneer of dissociating 
humanity from your work. 
Everybody always talks about how, 
‘I don’t judge people, I judge you 
based on your work,’ but a lot of 
people can find that atmosphere 
very stifling, similar to being in a 
closet,” Thibodeaux said. 

According to Thibodeaux, 
S.T.E.M.-oriented students holding 
marginalized identities often face 
exclusion, hostility and a lack of 
support in S.T.E.M.

“You see a lot that people who do 
not feel welcome in S.T.E.M. will leave 
S.T.E.M., and that’s not specifically 
a queer thing,” Thibodeaux said. 
“Many marginalized people of color 
will often report feeling that there 
are inadequate resources for them in 
the S.T.E.M. spaces that they are in, 
or feeling undersupported, or feeling 
that people are being outright hostile 
toward them.”

Thibodeaux said that 
organizations like oSTEM help 
marginalized communities feel 
respected and valued through 
providing role models and students 
in similar situations. 

“People want to feel respected. 
People want to feel seen, and I 
think having these resources kind 
of reduces some of the emotional 
work that people have to go through. 
People spend a lot of time stressing 
about whether or not they belong 
in certain spaces or whether or not 
they can achieve certain things,” he 
said. “When it comes to having role 
models and other people in their 
situation, that is one less factor in the 
decision of how to navigate through 
their lives.”

De Tagyos expressed her 
appreciation of the community and 
the sense of personal belonging she 
has found through the organization.

“It’s nice to know that you’re not 
alone, and I feel like it’s such an 
inspiring community,” she said. “I 
also really enjoy [oSTEM] because 
S.T.E.M. encompasses so many 
different majors, and so these are 
peers that I can relate to not only 
in queerness but also with different 
sciences.”

Blaes said that oSTEM is crucial 
in providing a space for LGBTQIA+ 
students to feel less alone and become 
empowered.

“I think it’s just important to know 
that there are others out there like 
you,” Blaes said. “It has a huge, 
huge impact on you, that you’re not 
strange, that you’re not weird, that 
this is a normal variation on human 
identity, and to see other people 
like yourself that also have your 
own career interests and your own 
academic interests — that I just think 
must be enormously empowering.” 

oSTEM at UCSB 
Creates Space 

for LGBTQIA+ 
Students in STEM 

Fields
Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara Health 
& Wellness held a community 
discussion event titled “Let’s Talk: 
Male Body Image @ UCSB” on 
May 5 in the Women’s Center 
lounge, inviting students to 
learn about stigmas surrounding 
male body standards and how 
to support male-identifying 
individuals struggling with body 
image.

The event began with a 
screening of an episode of “Man 
Enough,” a TV series that follows 
conversations among Hollywood 
actors discussing what it means to 
be a man today. 

After the episode, attendees 
shared their thoughts about the 
difficulties in talking about body 
image and how their experiences 
aligned with what they saw in the 
episode.

Fourth-year cell and 
developmental biology major Odin 
Dailo works as a UCSB Health & 
Wellness health promotion intern 
specializing in male body image 
and men’s eating disorders. He 
said that the purpose of the event 
was to encourage conversations 
around body image by providing 
a welcoming space for people to 
share their perspectives on the 
issue.

“What we really wanted to do 
was just to get men and women 
talking about male body image, 
eating disorders and stuff like 
that, really just allowing for a 
space where people could have 
a conversation about this stuff,” 
Dailo said. “Because really, in our 
society, it’s not something that a 
lot of people openly talk about, let 
alone even know [is] a problem.” 

According to Dailo, body image 
is generally framed as a women’s 
issue, and most conversations 
around body image focus on 
women. He said the issue is just 
as prevalent among men, but 
conversations can be diff icult 
to have because they require 
expressing vulnerability, which 
can be perceived negatively for 
men. 

“[Body image] is generally 
known as a woman’s issue — a lot 
of people don’t know that also it’s 
definitely a men’s issue as well. It’s 
so, so difficult for men to really 
open up and talk about this sort 
of thing,” Dailo said.

“[It] is genuinely difficult for 
men to really open up about this 
topic [of body image] because 
when you talk about it, you 
have to put yourself in a point 
of vulnerability, and vulnerability 
[is] associated with weakness and 
weakness is bad.”

“You have this box that all men 
have to put themselves in, and 
you have to be strong all the time 
when, in reality, it’s hard to be 
strong all the time,” he continued.

Health & Wellness Health 
Education Specialist Joanna Hill 
said they made efforts in the past 
to encourage conversations about 
body image with male-identifying 
students, but they were often met 
with resistance from those in 
attendance.

“[Health & Wellness] did have 
big workshops for big groups of 
men, and it just didn’t go well 
because the words weren’t there. 
They were like, ‘What are you 
talking about? This is normal,’” 
she said. “Sometimes, I’m the 
first person that they’re hearing 
it from.”

Hill reiterated this sentiment 
and said that an intrinsic 

awareness of one’s body going 
through natural changes as it 
grows through the late teens and 
early 20s can also impact one’s 
body image, Hill said.

“Fifteen to 22 maybe is the kind 
of range that’s much, much more 
likely to have an eating disorder. 
Your body’s going through all 
these changes,” she said. “Some 
of the changes are praised by 
society, media, etc. Some are 
really negatively commented on 
by society, social media, etc. So, 
it’s a pretty vulnerable time in 
your life.” 

Dailo said that society perceives 
the ideal male body as an image 
of a “toned” and “muscular” 
individual and bodies outside 
this standard as unhealthy, a 
misconception he argued against 
at the event.

Providing support for those 
who are struggling with their 
own body image can start 
with having discussions, like 
with the community event or 
by introducing the topic to 
friends in a safe and welcoming 
environment, according to Dailo. 

“If one person has a meaningful 
conversation with another person 
about these issues, especially 
if female-identifying peoples 
talk openly and vulnerably and 
honestly about this, then maybe 
those two people can start talking 
openly and vulnerably with 

another two friends one-on-one, 
because it’s hard to get at a whole 
bunch of people to change all at 
once,” Dailo said. 

Hill ref lected on the community 
discussion event as an important 
first step in introducing healthy 
conversations about body image 
to male-identifying students on 
campus, especially in having 
female-identifying students 
in attendance as well to help 
facilitate the discussion.

“[Talking about] male body 
image is very difficult. There’s 
a lot of resistance. It’s a hard 
topic, and women are well-versed 
in it,” Hill said. “I’m thinking 
about all the different ways to 
reach men in this conversation, 
and that’s … to get men into 
discussing body image with 
women, introducing the idea of 
having these conversations with 
the men that are in your life and 
that you care about.”

Dailo added that having these 
conversations with the people 
around you can help bring 
about community change and 
normalize these discussions and 
provide support for one another.

“Some kind of social movement 
builds up from [having 
conversations with one another], 
then all of these people can start 
jumping in, and then that’s when 
you get community change,” he 
said.

UC Santa Barbara Health & Wellness 
Hosts “Let’s Talk: Male Body Image  

@ UCSB”

Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s Associated 
Students Trans & Queer 
Commission held a Spring 
Town Hall in the MultiCultural 
Center lounge on May 9 at 6 
p.m. to discuss local LGBTQIA+ 
advocacy and receive community 
feedback regarding future events 
and the commission as a whole.

The Trans & Queer Commission’s 
purpose is to advocate for 
LGBTQIA+ students and cultivate 
a more inclusive, welcoming 
campus community, according to 
third-year psychological & brain 
sciences major and Trans & Queer 
Commission Internal Coordinator 
Lily Poe. 

“[Our goal is] to make a 
comfortable and safe campus that 

feels inviting and inclusive for 
everybody but namely focused on 
the LGBTQ+ community,” Poe 
said.

Poe began the town hall 
by introducing participants 
to the Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity 
(RCSGD), a frequent partner 
with the commission on many 
of its events. She described the 
RCSGD’s mission as “promoting 
the celebration, development, 
scholarship and success of the 
LGBTQIA+ community through 
advocacy, education, programming 
and resource creation and referral.”

The town hall featured a Q&A 
session where audience members 
pitched their ideas for events that 
the commission could hold next 
year. Some of the suggestions 
included  additional socials, 

book clubs and hikes to connect 
members of the LGBTQIA+ 
campus community. Attendees 
also provided recommendations 
for possible offerings for next 
year’s Pride celebration. Fifth-year 
feminist studies major and Student 
Advocate General Geovany Lucero 
proposed a clothing drive to assist 
queer, gender nonconforming and 
transgender students — something 
the RCSGD introduced in previous 
events like the Trans Week of 
Visibility Resource Fair. 

“One of the [ideas] that I 
highlighted was possibly setting up 
a  drive of materials or clothing or 
even accessories for queer, gender 
nonconforming and trans students 
or local community members as a 
way to provide materials that for 
some may be materialistic but for 
others could be a very serious part 
of their identity,” Lucero said. 

Lucero also discussed the need 
for Associated Students (A.S.) 
to repair its relationship with 
the community, given its history 
of inf licting harm and violence 
against marginalized communities.

“I think over these past few years, 
A.S. has just really gained a very 
bad reputation across our student 
body. Our association does have 
a history of harm and violence, 
specif ically to marginalized 
communities on our campus,” 
Lucero said. “The first step in 
moving forward is acknowledging 
that and being able to call that out 
and highlight it and spotlight it in 
what’s going on, and then working 

around having conversations 
around how we work together to 
get rid of this problem.”

Following public comment, the 
town hall pivoted to a discussion 
of the commission’s internal 
operations and an overview of its 
upcoming events, which includes 
a virtual mixture to encourage 
the revitalization of queer 
organizations on campus.

Poe ref lected on the difficulties 
the commission has faced in 
attempting to connect with and 
unite LGBTQIA+ clubs — in 
particular, the number of clubs 
attending the monthly meetings 
had dramatically decreased after 
the pandemic. She attributed this 
to the departure of graduating 
classes and the difficulties of 
recruiting in a pandemic. 

“One of the big things affecting 
them coming out of the pandemic 
and not being able to restart is that 
the members have all graduated,” 
Poe said. “I know a lot of clubs 
weren’t really recruiting much 
during the pandemic because it 
was hard to get people to add 
something to their schedule with 
all of the stress and resume fatigue.” 

To address this issue, 
RCSGD and the Trans & Queer 
Commission will jointly host a 
virtual event on May 13 that aims 
to inspire participants to revitalize 
LGBTQIA+ clubs that have been 
hit hard by the pandemic and 
encourage students to create new 

Trans and Queer Commission Holds 
Town Hall on LGBTQIA+ Advocacy

Following public comment, the town hall pivoted to a discussion of 
the commission’s internal operations and an overview of its upcoming 
events.
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The Isla Vista Youth Projects 
— a local nonprofit providing 
educational programming and 
social services to families in the 
Goleta area — requested funding 
to hire another family advocate at 
the Isla Vista Community Services 
District board meeting on May 10.

The family advocate would work 
to alleviate the effects of poverty 
within the Isla Vista community 
by connecting families to financial, 
social and parenting resources, 
according to the proposal. The 
Isla Vista Youth Projects (IVYP) 
requested up to $46,475 to 
cover the first year’s salary of an 
employee working up to 25 hours 
per week on family advocacy. 

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD) board 
directors unanimously motioned 
to send the proposal to its 
f inance committee for further 
consideration at the end of the 
discussion.

According to IVYP, the family 
advocate would attend all child and 
family-focused classes and events 
held at the Isla Vista Community 
Center, complete casework to assist 
families on an individual basis and 
manage case referrals. They would 
also provide education about 
available resources, including 
CalFresh, California’s Women, 
Infants & Children program, 
Medi-Cal, unemployment support, 
vaccination assistance and 
affordable housing.

IVYP currently employs two 
family advocates — Azucena 
Lopez and Miguel De La Cruz 
— who both work within the 
organization’s Family Resource 
Center. According to the proposal, 
the center experienced an 
overwhelming increase in demand 
for its services since the onset of the 
pandemic, and the additional hire 
would help address the needs of 
underserved community members.

“Demands for Family Resource 
Center services have increased by 
almost 400% since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. More and 
more families in our community 
are experiencing extreme hardship 
and need supports,” the proposal 
read. “In order to support these 
families, IVYP has the opportunity 
to develop new and more creative 
ways to partner with IVCSD, and 
connect with vulnerable families.” 

According to IVYP Executive 
Director Lori Goodman, roughly 
3,000 families solicited an average 
of two services each in the 2019-
20 fiscal year. In the last year, 
the number of families in need 
increased by 15%, but the number 
of services requested surged — 
an average of five to six services 
utilized per family.

“We know we need more family 
advocates. This would make sure 
that one was truly focused on Isla 
Vista,” Goodman said during the 
board meeting.

Isla Vista families make up 
around 20% of the current family 
advocates’ clients, Goodman said. 
Thus, the position would not 
necessarily aim to provide new 
services but rather to strengthen 
existing community relations.

Goodman described the ideal 
candidate for the position and said 
IVYP identified a strong candidate 
for the role.

“The ideal candidate is 
bilingual,” Goodman said. “We do 
have someone in mind, who is a 
senior currently at UCSB and will 
be graduating in June, that has 
been working for us as a work-
study and showing tremendous 
passion and promise. What we 
find with our family advocates 
is there needs to be a really deep 
belief in community work and 
value of the community.”

Goodman pitched the position 
as a collaborative effort between 
the two entities — funded by 
the IVCSD and supervised by 
IVYP — with a vision for the 

family advocate to partner with 
Community Spaces Program 
Manager Myah Mashhadialireza 
on projects servicing, supporting 
and engaging local families. The 
worker would also report to 
the IVCSD quarterly under the 
proposal.

IVCSD Director Jay Freeman 
said he saw community value in 
the proposal but took issue with 
the structuring of the potential 
partnership between the IVCSD 
and IVYP. He said that having 
IVCSD fund the family advocate 
position while allowing IVYP to 
provide supervision and training 
would produce logistical problems 
counterproductive to the role’s 
efficacy and ability to seamlessly 
operate alongside other staff.

“By having people in-house, we’re 
able to better organize how they 
interact with other staff members; 
they’re able to coordinate better,” 
Freeman said.

He encouraged a workshopping 
of ideas around the role’s structure, 
adding that he could “easily see” 
developing alternative models that 
he would be amenable to.

Freeman, along with IVCSD 
Director Kirsten Deshler, shared 
concerns over the district’s 
financial capacity to fund the 
position, especially in considering 
other priorities for the upcoming 
fiscal year.

“This is actually my deepest 
concern. I don’t think this is the 
time to do this. If we’re going 
to do this, I would like to wait 
another two years,” Freeman said. 
“I look at the things we have on 
deck to accomplish, and I look at 
the amount of funding we have 
available, and I am very concerned 
about hiring people that we’re 
going to be essentially trying to 
either fire later … because we 
stretched our boundaries in what 
we could do with helping families.”

IVCSD Director and President 
Spencer Brandt said the benefits 
of funding the position would be 
twofold: embedding someone in 
the IVCSD staff with a bilingual 
background to coordinate with 
the Family Resource Center, 
and having a person dedicated 
to building relationships and 
increasing the use of the I.V. 
Community Center.

“I think the statistics really speak 
for themselves in terms of how 
necessary this is. To see it doubling 
in the services that are required of 
Isla Vista families in just a year’s 
time is really astonishing, and the 
fact that your staff and you have 
been so dedicated to connect our 
residents with those services is so 
crucial,” Brandt said. “While those 
services are incredibly valuable, 
we, of course, on the board have to 
think about what need does it fill 
for our operations.”

Isla Vista Youth Projects 
Seeks Funding for Family 

Nisha Malley
County News Editor

The Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian Resource 
Center hosted its annual culture 
week from May 7-13 to celebrate 
the region’s diversity of cultures 
and offer spaces of community and 
solidarity for UC Santa Barbara 
students.

The Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian (MENASA) 
Culture Week began with an Arab 
Culture Night on May 7 at 7 p.m. in 
the Isla Vista Community Center. 
Organized by Arab Student Group, 
Students for Justice in Palestine 
and Lebanese Social Club, the 
event included a DJ, Arabic music, 
cultural foods and a performance 
from Art of Freedom Dabke Troupe 
— a Palestinian dance group based 
in Ohio.

Third-year sociology and Middle 
East studies double major Leila 
Katibah works as a peer mentor 
for MENASA and serves as the 
president of Arab Student Group.

“I had multiple people come up 
to me and say it was their funnest 
night of the quarter, because it was 
a social and cultural event, and I feel 
like that’s rare especially because 
we’re such a minority,” she said.

A CommuniTEAS of Care event 
followed on May 9 at 7 p.m. in 
the Anacapa Main Lounge for 
students to engage in solidarity 
with other MENASA cultures 
and prioritize collective-individual 
wellness. MENASA co-hosted the 
event with the MultiCultural Center 
and the Asian Pacific Islander Desi 
American (APIDA) Scholars, a 
Living Learning Community at 
Anacapa Residence Hall. Student 
attendees practiced self-care 
through a pebble garden-making 
activity and held discourse around 
the topic of mental health.

Ashkon Molaei, a counselor for 
the UCSB Educational Opportunity 
Program and a coordinator for the 

Middle Eastern, North African, 
South Asian Resource Center 
(MENASARC), emphasized the 
importance of providing culturally 
sensitive and safe spaces for students 
with underrepresented identities, as 
well as access to mental health 
resources.

“Mental health within culturally 
underrepresented communities 
continues to be a very important 
issue,” Molaei said. “Coming 
from culturally underrepresented 
backgrounds, it’s easy for us to feel 
out of place in many spaces or feel 
like it’s hard to find that person we 
feel comfortable sharing with.”

The MENASA Bazaar, an 
annual fixture of the center’s 
programming held on May 10, 
reflected a collaboration of student 
organizations for a day of cultural 
activities, festivities and food catered 
by Masala Spice. Members of UCSB 
Indus offered henna art services 
and set up culturally focused crafts 
stations on tables.

“The bazaar is a student-initiated 
event that was established by 
different student organizations 
coming together in the springtime 
for tabling events and a time to 
showcase their organizations,” 
Molaei said.

Third-year political science major 

Kiyan Atrian, who works as a 
MENASARC peer mentor and is 
a member of the Muslim Student 
Association, helped organize the 
event.

“It is an open space for people to 
learn about our different cultures 
and engage with respect. However, 
at the end of the day, spaces like 
these are for people of Middle 
Eastern, North African, South Asian 
heritage because quite frankly, there 
aren’t a lot of spaces around campus 
that really center our stories and 
our histories,” Atrian said. “We don’t 
want to concede those spaces that 
we have just for people to lightly dip 
into our culture.” 

The week will culminate with a 

Queer Trans Asian, Pacific Islander, 
South and Southwest Asian, North 
African Potluck on May 13 from 
12-2 p.m. in the multipurpose room 
of Student Resource Building.

Katibah spoke of how 
MENASARC has provided essential 
community-building resources to 
her and other students, such as 
safe spaces and opportunities for 
financial and academic guidance as 
well as personal support.

“It provides a much needed 
safe space for community 
and just also a safe space, and I 
think it’s also provided people 
with more knowledge on what’s 
going on on campus in terms of 
community organizing or affiliated 
organizations,” Katibah said.

Atrian reflected on the shared 
histories of marginalization that 
Middle East, South Asian and North 
African groups have experienced.

“Those of us from the Middle 
East and South Asia and North 
Africa are severely orientalized by 
the West, because they view us all 
as a hegemon even though we are 
all so different,” Atrian said. 

“Here in the West, everyone 
is individualized, whereas they 
paint us with broad strokes,” he 
continued. “So in a way, because 
of that longtime subjugation, we’ve 
been able to cultivate community 
with each other even though there’s 
distinctions in language, in religion, 
in heritage, in culture.”

Molaei spoke to the cultural 
resource center as an opportunity 
for students to help reclaim their 
identities and narratives in the face 
of such marginalization and as an 
underrepresented community at 
UCSB.

“There’s so many ways where 
our cultures maybe are either 
essentialized, devalued or in some 
ways denigrated, and there [are] 
histories of minoritized cultures 
that are underrepresented going 
through a struggle with reclaiming 
our identities,” Molaei said. 

He also said that the consolidation 
of these different identity groups 
under one center on campus should 
not impress upon people that they 
are homogenous in culture or 
experience.

“I would definitely want to 
emphasize that in sharing these 
kinds of events and branding them 
in a sense as MENASA, we’re 
not solely trying to say that this 
is a community in and of itself 
globally, because MENASA is 
something that is salient in different 
spaces,” he said. “Specifically in an 
American context, being Middle 
Eastern, North African, [or] South 
Asian comes with a lot of shared 
histories of stigma, and that’s really 
a cause for us to be a community of 
solidarity.”

Middle Eastern, North African, 
South Asian Resource Center 
Hosts Annual Culture Week
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Drew Buchanan took the initiative to expand on the current programs 
and events that exist for asexual and aromantic students. 
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The MENASA Bazaar, an annual fixture of the center’s programming 
held on May 10, reflected a collaboration of student organizations 
for a day of cultural activities, festivities and food catered by Masala 
Spice. 
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witnesses from walking by without 
acknowledging the participants. 

“It’s really easy to turn off the 
rest of the world and the rest of 
the world’s problems because we 
become self-consumed with our 
own,” Quintero-Cubillan said. 
“Seeing the community stand up 
and raise our voices — it’s a way of 
forcing us to pay attention, because 
how else are you going to hear it 
unless you’re already involved or 
someone directly brings it to you?” 

The organizers and attendees 
then created a banner, painting their 
hands in red and pasting them onto 

the paper. 
“This is a collective banner of all 

of us putting our handprints because 
the red handprint is symbolic of a 
movement from MMIW,” Quintero-
Cubillan said. “I also wanted us to 
create something together to show 
that we are united, to show that it’s 
not just Native people. It’s our allies, 
it’s everyone in the community who 
is showing that they care.” 

The event ended with Quintero-
Cubillan, Bahnsen and doctoral 
candidate of feminist studies 
and advisor of Collective of 
Pueblos Originarios in Diaspora 

Nancy Morales speaking on the 
importance of May 5 and their 
respective organizations. 

“Then our Chumash relatives 
gifted us with a few songs, and after 
they sang, we came together, we 
gave lots of hugs, lots of care work 
and we wrapped up,” Quintero-
Cubillan said. 

Quintero-Cubillan spoke to why 
the group decided to host a die-in 
to spread awareness on MMIWG2S 
this year. 

“Die-ins are really effective 
because it’s a way of forcing people 
to disrupt their day-to-day lives 

and pay attention to death and 
violence against the community,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said, noting that 
community reactions were varied. 

“I noticed a lot of people, and we 
did get a pretty big crowd of people 
around us,” Quintero-Cubillan said. 
“We also had a professor threaten 
to call the police on us because his 
students were taking a midterm, and 
our response was, ‘Your midterm is 
not worth our lives; one midterm is 
not worth an entire genocide.’” 

During MMIWG2S Day last year, 
Indigenous student organizations 
honored the day of observance 
through other methods like 
presentations. However, Morales 
said the decision to make this year’s 
awareness event a die-in was to send 
a physically disruptive message to 
the campus community about the 
severity of the issue. 

“The die-in makes a stronger 
message to really make people 
uncomfortable and bring some 
visibility on campus,” Morales 
said. “It is to … create some kind 
of momentum, so whether some 
people were bothered or not, if 
they were, that was the goal: to 
create discomfort and disruption on 
campus.” 

She said that conversations 
on MMIWG2S cannot stop 
after a single day of raising 
awareness because the issue is an 
everyday struggle for Indigenous 
communities. Regardless, Morales 
appreciated the participation and 
the support from the community 
throughout the die-in. 

 Morales noted that “May 5 is not 
just a one-day event, we don’t come 
just this one day to do this, but it’s 
an everyday struggle.”

“I’m really grateful for all 
the students and people that 
participated on that day,” Morales 
continued. “It was an honor and a 
privilege to be there with them to 
create the space together.” 

Quintero-Cubillan spoke to the 
importance of MMIWG2S day as a 
two-spirit, Native individual. 

“I hold a lot of identities — me 
being queer, me being two-spirit, 
me being native, those are all some 
of my core identities,” they said. 
“I have been personally impacted 
by the crisis. As a two-spirit and 
trans person, I have faced physical, 
emotional, societal and colonial 
violence — [throughout] my entire 
existence as a person, I have faced 
violence.” 

“I want people to see and to hear 
how it feels to legitimately be forced 
to pay attention to us,” Quintero-
Cubillan said. “I am dying, and 
I’m doing it quietly. I am dying in 
silence, and I will disappear from 
this world if this crisis continues, 
and I refuse to die silently.” 

Furthermore, Quintero-Cubillan 
emphasized that the world does 
not need to know these statistics 
showcasing violence to care for the 
Indigenous community. 

“Ninety percent of Native women 
will face violence, but you don’t 
need to know about that statistic to 
care because at the end of the day, 
we are human,” they said. “If you 
care about the future of humanity, 
you will care about Indigenous 
people because we guard over 80% 
of this world’s biodiversity, yet we 
are 5% of the world’s population.”

“When you fight for Indigenous 
people, you are fighting for your 
planet and you are fighting for 
our collective future,” Quintero-
Cubillan said. “Please don’t wait for 
us to die to finally care about the 
movement because there will come 
a day where … I may be lost to 
violence, and I don’t want that to be 
the reason why people start caring.”
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Continued from p.1
A.S. BUDGET

“We didn’t want organizations 
that didn’t have any rollover to be 
left with nothing and for them to 
have no budget to work with, so 
we looked at organizations that did 
have rollover hoping they would 
request rollover,” Stankiewicz said. 

Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic and other factors that 
led to the current budget decrease, 
the F&B Committee faced difficult 
decisions about which entities to 
provide with decreased funding, 
according to Stankiewicz.  

However, several A.S. entities, 

including BWHC and TSA, told 
the Senate during a public forum 
that they were not aware their 
budgets were being zeroed out or 
that they were expected to request 
their rollover funding to fund their 
organizations for the 2022-23 year. 

Halle Dawite, co-chair of BWHC 
and a fourth-year sociology major, 
criticized A.S. for its lack of 
communication in its decision to 
reduce the organizations’ budgets 
to zero.

“I’m very confused at why 
I found out an hour ago from 

another co-chair that my budget’s 
been slashed to zero dollars next 
year,” Dawite said. “The budget 
was sent to five different co-chairs 
[from different organizations] 
whose budgets got significantly 
slashed, and then one of those 
co-chairs who is a friend of mine 
sent me the budget and was like, 
‘Do you know that you have zero 
dollars next year?’”

“[A.S. Food Bank] has been 
slashed, [Trans & Queer 
Commission] has been slashed. 
I’m very confused at where the 

transparency is, because why has 
nobody told me what is going on?” 
she continued. 

Stankiewicz said that she wasn’t 
aware it was under the jurisdiction 
of the F&B Committee to inform 
organizations of the proposed 
budget cuts and tell them to 
request rollover funding. 

“Me and the head financial 
officer, Adam Majcher, did not 
realize that we were required to 
let everybody know who was 
zeroed out,” she said. “We’re 
recommending that these entities 

request rollover because the 
rollover was considered when we 
considered what to zero out.”

Stankiewicz said that entities 
who would be expected to utilize 
their rollover funding would be 
communicated with promptly. 

Fourth-year sociology major 
Monica Sassounian, co-chair 
of TSA, also voiced the same 
experience as Dawite and called 
for more communication from 
A.S. to Boards, Committees and 
Units (BCUs), a task that senators 
are held responsible for.

“We were also not aware about 
the budget until our advisor sent 
it to us. I think there definitely 
needs to be more transparency,” 
Sassounian said. 

Sassounian said when TSA 
requested $80,000 for their budget, 
the organization was only given 
$16,000 with no explanation of 
the rollover process and budget 
reduction.

“More needs to be done by 
A.S. to keep us involved, and A.S. 
needs to be more representative of 
their BCUs.”

Continued from p.1
SJP DEMONSTRATION

“All the artwork on these panels 
are here to show the real lived 
experiences of Palestinians; a lot 
of Palestinians who express their 
views, they’re wanting to live 
[and] wanting to exist,” she said. 
“A lot of people suppress that by 
saying, ‘Oh, this is antisemitic,’ 
which is completely false … saying 
that everything we are doing is 
antisemitic just perpetrates the 
false narrative that Palestinians 
don’t have a right to live.”

Ramirez said that while he 
believes “a majority of the pieces 
on [the wall are] facts,” SJP covered 
up certain portions of the wall, 
like one segment that depicted an 

Israeli man running away from a 
rocket, because individuals found 
them offensive. 

“When people have complained, 
we have tried to come in and 
accommodate, because we’re not 
trying to spread antisemitism 
here,” he said. 

Fifth-year psychological & brain 
sciences major Simon Nezhad said 
that as a Jewish Iranian refugee, 
the demonstration was a stark 
reminder of the antisemitism that 
exists in Iran. 

“Unfortunately, this is very 
reminiscent of the things I’ve 
seen in the streets of Tehran and 
not in the ways I like. I miss 

where I’m from, but I don’t miss 
the antisemitic caricatures and 
cartoons that are displayed on the 
wall,” Nezhad said. 

“Many of [the cartoons on the 
wall] have actually received awards 
and Holocaust denial conferences 
in Tehran. So they’re actually the 
same exact cartoons that I have 
seen in the Iran streets. Again, I 
love Iran. It’s the place I came from. 
But this antisemitic sentiment is 
the part that I escaped for,” he 
continued. 

According to a post by SSI’s 
Instagram account, the artist of 
the cartoons depicted on the wall 
won an award from the Iranian 

government’s Holocaust cartoon 
contest.

Both SJP and SSI members said 
that while some conversations were 
fruitful, others created tension and 
vitriol. 

Nezhad said that the solution 
lies in dialogue between the two 
sides but critiqued SJP for not 
engaging in conversation with 
Zionist students. 

“If we’re able to speak to the 
other side and they speak to us, we 
can actually establish something, 
but unfortunately, the organization 
that’s behind this [wall] has 
something that they call an anti-
normalization policy, which means 

they will not normalize their 
relations with Zionist students,” 
Nezhad said. 

Ramirez, however, said the 
demonstration was an opportunity 
to have dialogue and discourse 
about the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

“I think there’s a lot of productive 
conversations. There’s a lot of 
opinions, obviously. Unfortunately, 
some conversations are not 
productive. There’s a lot of people 
who deny oppressive systems. But 
we’re just here to help stop the 
misinformation and show everyone 
that this is happening,” he said. 

Jian said that moving forward 
in dialogue on the conflict, “the 

best conversation to have is to 
have a conversation of coexistence 
and peace” and that SSI member 
attendance at the event was to 
ensure that Jewish students on 
campus felt safe and represented.

While Ramirez reiterated the 
sentiment that some conversations 
fostered by the wall have been 
productive, he said that others 
ignored human rights violations 
committed by Israel. 

“[SJP is] not trying to deny 
anyone’s indigeneity, but at the 
same time, there is a colonial 
project over there that we see that 
we do not agree with,” he said. 

place during winter quarter, in 
which approximately 27 people 
participated. 

“That’s a huge number for the 
first time ever having an event [for 
aromantic and asexual students],” 
Buchanan said. “It was amazing to 
see so many people there, and they 
were all really interested in actually 
making a regular space.” 

Buchanan spoke to the 
importance of prioritizing education 
on asexuality and aromanticism to 
advocate for this community, as 
these two identities are not ones 
that are actively oppressed but 
rather misunderstood. 

“It is a little different from our 
other spaces just because asexuality 
is not an identity that’s super 
actively oppressed,” Buchanan 
said. “There’s definitely stigmas 
about it, and there’s definitely mild 
discrimination, but as opposed 
to the trans advocacy that I do, 
it’s not like policy work. It’s more 
creating spaces for people to relate 
with one another and generating 
community.” 

Furthermore, Buchanan said 
that creating a space where topics 
like sex and romance are not at 
the forefront of the conversation 
is important in supporting asexual 

and aromantic students. 
“These spaces actually don’t have 

a lot of discussion about asexuality 
directly but are more people 
enjoying having a space where they 
know that sex is not going to come 
up as a topic, which is surprisingly 
hard to find,” Buchanan said.  

Moving forward, Buchanan hopes 
that RCSGD and other entities on 
campus will create more support 
spaces through meetups for the 
asexual and aromantic communities 
and host educational panels and 
events to discuss what this identity 
entails. He also hopes to host at 
least one meet-up every quarter, 

promote more active messaging in 
the Aro/Ace at UCSB group chat 
and establish a discussion group 
of asexual and aromantic students 
who meet regularly. 

Fourth-year art major Jenna Tong 
attended an IdentiTEAs discussion 
as a first year at UCSB and said 
they found a unique community for 
aromantic and asexual students. 

“There were, like, 11 people, and 
I was like, ‘Holy cow, I’ve never 
seen as many ace people in the 
same room at the same time,” Tong 
said. “It was just nice knowing that 
people know that asexuality and 
aromanticism existed.” 

This year, Tong joined the Aro/
Ace at UCSB group chat after 
attending an IdentiTEAs discussion 
for asexual and aromantic students, 
but they voiced that they aren’t sure 
what other resources there are on 
campus aside from the resources 
offered at RCSGD. 

“I don’t know if I should 
be expecting more ace and aro 
resources … and I don’t know what 
other options there are, really,” Tong 
said. 

Tong said the persistent lack 
of common knowledge about 
asexuality and aromanticism 
impedes their ability to have 

conversations about their identity.
“In addition to coming out to 

everyone who I opened myself up to, 
I have to explain my entire identity 
as it relates to me,” they said. 

Overall, Tong hopes that there 
will be greater opportunities 
available for UCSB students to 
educate themselves about asexuality 
and aromanticism. 

“[There’s] just a hyperfixation 
on relationship and romanticism 
and sex,” Tong said. “They’re all 
normal, and I’m positive with all 
of them, but it’s just irritating when 
it’s a prerequisite to belong in a 
community.”

ones. Poe said that she believes 
that these smaller organizations 
provide a unique sense of 
community and unity that assists 
LGBTQIA+ students. 

“Being connected to a 
community really gives a lot of 
resilience to stress and bad life 
outcomes,” she said. “I think that 
there’s a lot of benefit to having 
that sense of community that only 
small organizations where you 
see people every week can really 
provide you.” 

Fifth-year art and feminist 
studies double major and Vice 
Co-Chair of the commission Julia 

Bielenberg said events hosted by 
the Trans & Queer Commission — 
including an upcoming Drag Bingo 
event — help highlight queer joy 
and create spaces of community. 

“I think queer joy is really 
important,” she said. “I think it’s 
important to create spaces for 
queer people, especially because 
there aren’t necessarily that 
many spaces specifically for us. 
I also think it’s really important, 
especially this year because of the 
pandemic, we haven’t been able 
to be in community and people 
haven’t been able to come out to 
events or haven’t had the capacity 

to sit on Zoom for an hour.”
Poe expressed the importance 

of LGBTQIA+ students letting 
the commission and other 
organizations know what they 
want for the future. 

“Besides joining a queer 
organization or the queer 
commission, this is probably one of 
the easiest ways to tell us what you 
want,” Poe said. “This feedback is 
going to be stuff that we write in 
our past reports and tell everybody 
for next year, and for those of us 
staying on the commission, this 
will be the kind of stuff that affects 
everything we do next year.”

ARO/ACE
Continued from p.2
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SPORTSJoel Embiid is playing the role 
of the masked villain perfectly as 
the Philadelphia 76ers’ big man 
has carried his team to tie their 

series against the Miami Heat at 
2-2 after a 2-game absence.

Armchair QB
UCSB baseball continued their season-long 
domination of the Big West by taking 2 of 

3 from the UC Irvine Anteaters. With a few 
games left, the Gauchos are in the driver’s 
seat for the No. 1 seed in the conference.

UCSB Athletics

Thursday, May 12, 2022 7SportsDaily Nexus

UCSB Baseball Staying Hot at End of 2021-22 Season
The UC Santa Barbara 

baseball team has had an 
impressive run in their season 
so far, having accumulated the 
ranking of No. 25 in the nation 
by the NCAA. 

Before their weekend series 
against UC Irvine, the Gauchos 
took on the Pepperdine Waves, 
into which they were riding a 
3-game winning streak. The 
streak continued as the team 
beat the Waves 7-4, in a game 
where sophomore inf ielder 
Jordan Sprinkle and subbed-in 
redshirt junior outf ielder Broc 
Mortensen each gathered 3 
runs batted in.

Following their 1-game 
victory on Tuesday, the 
Gauchos responded by taking 
2 of 3 games against UC Irvine 
and retaining possession of 
f irst place in the Big West 
Conference.    

The f irst game of the series 
went in favor of a 2-0 Gaucho 
victory that was dominated by 
the pitching on both sides of 
the ball. The Gauchos’ starting 

pitcher, sophomore Cory 
Lewis, pitched 7 innings, giving 
up just 1 hit and 4 walks, while 
striking out 5 batters. The 
hitters produced 1 inning of 
scoring in the 5th inning, with 
senior outf ielder Jason Willow 
producing a sacrif ice f ly out to 
score Sprinkle and freshman 
catcher Aaron Parker driving 
in junior inf ielder Kyle Johnson 
with a triple. That proved 
to be enough run support as 
freshman pitcher Matt Ager 
came in and closed the door in 
order to pick up the save.

The second game had 
an opposite effect of what 
occurred in the f irst game 
with lots of scoring. The 
Gauchos, however, did fall in 
the second game to a score of 
10-11 in favor of the Anteaters. 
The usually reliable duo of 
sophomore pitchers Mike 
Gutierrez and Michael Rice 
weren’t on their A-game and 
allowed 7 runs in 5 innings, 
although only 2 earned runs 
were allowed by Gutierrez. 
On a bright note, the bats 
f inally woke up with Johnson, 
redshirt junior inf ielder Bryce 

Willits, senior catcher Gianni 
Bloom and junior utility player 
Christian Kirtley each picking 
up 2 runs batted in. 

In the f inal game of the 
series, the Gauchos were 
electric at the plate, leading 
to their 17-7 victory. Although 
the bullpen did allow 5 
runs, there was enough 
insurance from the hitters 
in the lineup. Mortensen, 
Willow, Sprinkle and Willits 
all stayed comfortable at the 
plate, contributing RBIs, runs 
scored and multiple hit days. 
Starting freshman pitcher 
Ryan Gallagher tossed a solid 
outing, allowing just 2 runs 
across 5.1 innings pitched. 

Looking onward to the 
Gauchos’ remaining regular-
season games, the hardest 
stretch is out of the way. The 
squad will play an out-of-
conference, 3-game series 
versus a cold Dixie State team. 
Then, they will move on to 
play the Big West’s worst team 
record-wise, UC Riverside, 
along with the 16-27 CSU 
Bakersf ield team that has 
looked somewhat uninspiring. NEXUS FILE PHOTO

Around the professional 
sports world, there are many 
leagues beg inning their 
seasons, including the MLB 
and the WNBA. Other leagues, 
however, are coming to a close, 
like the UEFA Champions 
League, or are in the playoffs, 
like the NHL and the NBA. 

In the racing realm, Formula 
1 had a race this weekend that 
took place in Miami Gardens, 
Florida. The Miami Grand 
Prix had many of the familiar 
winners near the top of the 
podium. The winner of the 
race, Max Verstappen, is the 
reigning Formula 1 winner, 
followed by current leader 
Charles Leclerc. Rounding 
off the podium was Leclerc’s 
Ferrari teammate Carlos Sainz 
Jr. 

Men’s professional soccer is 
nearing a close to the club 
season and, with that, the end 
of the Champions League is 
approaching with the f inal 
set as Spanish club Real 
Madrid will face the English 
club Liverpool. Real Madrid 
got to the f inals in a thrilling 
come-from-behind victory 
against the leading club in the 
Premier League, Manchester 
City. Liverpool easily cruised 

through to the f inal, beating 
the surprise semif inals team 
Villarreal. 

The most anticipated soccer 
match in the world will take 
place on May 28 at Paris Saint-
Germain’s f ield in Paris for the 
Champions League Final.

 In the Football Association 
Women’s Super League (FA 
WSL), another crowned 
champion, Chelsea, continued 
their dominance in the 
league, capturing their third 
consecutive FA WSL title and 
their fourth title in the last f ive 
seasons. Arsenal was close to 
regaining the top position with 
a victory over West Ham, but 
it was eventually lost when 
Chelsea secured their 4-2 
victory.

In the NHL, the f irst round 
of the playof fs has gotten 
underway with a majority of the 
series being closely contested, 
besides the 3-0 series lead the 
Colorado Avalanche have over 
the Nashville Predators. One 
of the wildest series has been 
the Los Angeles Kings versus 
the Edmonton Oilers with 
a 2-2 series split. Featuring 
one of the best players in the 
league, Connor McDavid, the 
Oilers followed a 3-4 opening 
game loss by winning the next 
two games by 6 goals each. 
However, the Kings responded 

with a dominant 4-0 win in 
the fourth game to level the 
series. 

The boxing and f ighting 
world had quite the weekend, 
featuring title f ights for UFC 
and in boxing. In the UFC, 
there was a co-main event 
with the f irst f ight featuring 
a new champion, as Carla 
Esparza was able to defeat 
Rose Namajunas to regain 
the women’s strawweight title 
after seven years. Then, on the 
men’s side, Charles Oliveira 
claimed a submission victory 
against the current title holder 
of the lightweight belt, Justin 
Gaethje. However, since 
Oliveira was not able to make 
weight at the weigh-in, the 
belt will remain vacant in the 
division. 

Last was the highly 
anticipated boxing match 
between the No. 1 pound-
for-pound f ighter Canelo 
Álvarez and the undefeated 
Dmitry Bivol. In an attempt to 
gain the 175-pound title after 
securing all four world titles 
at 168 pounds, Álvarez was 
put to a halt, losing easily via 
unanimous decision to Bivol. 
Álvarez, being the smaller 
f ighter at 5-foot-8-inches, 
wasn’t able to connect like 
Bivol, who used his 6-foot 
reach to his advantage. 

The 148th annual Kentucky 
Derby was held on Saturday. 
May 7, at the Churchill Downs 
racetrack in Louisville. “Derby 
Day” is a world-famous event — 
renowned just as much for the 
fancy hats and outf its as for the 
race itself. The cultural event 
this year seemed to evoke the 
kind of atmosphere that has not 
been seen on the racetrack since 
2019. Due to the pandemic, the 
race had zero spectators in 
2020 and was severely limited 
in 2021. But, this year, nearly 
150,000 people came out to 
watch the race and drink the 
iconic mint julep cocktails that 
are forever linked to the race.

Most folks don’t pay attention 
to horse races, but the race this 
year was such a news story 
due to its surprising f inish and 
unlikely winner. First, the role of 
sports betting should be noted in 
the current climate of athletics. 
In 2021, more and more states 
legalized sports betting, and 
more are expected to legalize 
it following the 2022 elections. 
Many states are legalizing 
sports betting for the possibly 
immense tax revenues, and 
many sports leagues — which 
are suffering lower viewership 
among younger demographics 

— are encouraging betting as 
a way to hopefully make the 
sports-watching process a more 
interactive experience. One can 
watch the ad breaks during 
any sports event nowadays 
and see that almost half of the 
commercials are dedicated to 
some app or another — usually 
promoted by a celebrity — which 
facilitates legalized betting on 
sports events. And, with horse 
races being arguably the most 
expected sport to be gambled 
on, the Kentucky Derby had 
its fair share of bettors — but 
perhaps the least number of 
winners in the event’s history. 

This year’s Kentucky Derby 
had a record $179 million in 
the pool, but had a just roughly 
$500,000 bet on the actual 
winner of the race — Rich 
Strike. Rich Strike, a 3-year-old 
Thoroughbred, was the second-
biggest longshot winner of the 
Derby of all time. The odds 
of winning for this horse were 
80-1, and in Circa Sportsbook, 
a casino in Las Vegas, the odds 
were an unheard of 300-1. 
This horse’s history of racing 
itself can be noted for less-
than-astounding runs, but Rich 
Strike turned out a miracle on 
Saturday for any of the people 
foolish or lucky enough to have 
bet on him. In the mile and a 
quarter race on a dirt track, Rich 

Strike had a usually poor start 
to the race and, at one point, 
was all the way in 18th place 
— approximately 17 full lengths 
behind the initial leader of the 
pack. It was only in the f inal 
home stretch that Rich Strike 
f inally gained momentum, 
emerged from the heavy traff ic 
in the middle of the pack and 
took the lead in the f inal seconds 
to eventually seize the victory — 
to the surprise of almost every 
spectator watching the race.

The Kentucky Derby is a race 
where heavy favorites almost 
always win — Justify, the most 
recent Derby and Triple Crown 
winner in 2018, had odds of 
3.5 to 1 at the time. With the 
previous several years being 
disheartening for so many 
around the world, an incredible 
underdog-comeback story 
taking place in an environment 
where wealth can be seen all 
around is something that can 
perhaps make sports more 
uplifting in the years to come.

The next major races in the 
Triple Crown are the Preakness 
Stakes in Baltimore, Maryland, 
on May 21, and the Belmont 
Stakes in New York on June 
11. Rich Strike’s odds have 
increased to 5-1 overnight, but 
he is still not seen as a favorite, 
so time will tell how these races 
unfold.

New Champions Are Crowned, 
While Others Look On 

Rich Strike Gets Major Upset in 
2022 Kentucky Derby 
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New Zealand-based singer-
songwriter Lorde lit up the 
Santa Barbara Bowl on May 
7, ending the North American 
leg of the Solar Power Tour. 
The “Solar Power” album, 
a testament to living in the 
moment and appreciating the 
nature that surrounds us, was 
perfect for the venue.

Lorde has always been 
entranced by nature; her 
songwriting adapts around it. 
On “Team,” she says, “The moon 
we love like a brother / While 
he glows through the room.” On 
“Liability,” she claims, “You’re 

all gonna watch me disappear 
into the sun.” And “Solar Power” 
is, well, self-explanatory. Several 
times during the night, she 
asked the audience to stop and 
marvel at their surroundings — 
the moon, stars and mountains 
that make the Bowl so alive.

The singer performed 10 out 
of 12 songs on “Solar Power,” her 
2021 album. She began with the 
short interlude “Leader of a New 
Regime”; introduced “Stoned at 

the Nail Salon” a short while 
after by saying, “Now it’s time 
to cry”; released tons of yellow 
confetti as the title track hit 
its stride; danced around the 
stage as the catchy “Mood 
Ring” played; and peacefully 

per formed nature-centered 
album closer “Oceanic Feeling” 
before the encore.

Her previous albums did 
not go unloved, though, as 
she performed songs from her 
debut album “Pure Heroine” 
and the critically acclaimed 
“Melodrama.” The encore was 
composed entirely of material 
from her debut album, as 
she closed the concert with 
the bass-thumping “400 Lux,” 
“Royals” and “Team.” The 
crowd also went wild when the 
f irst droning notes of the fan-
favorite “Ribs” began to play, 
and its outro got everyone out 
of their seats to dance, despite 
the song’s decidedly depressing 
lyrics.

From “Melodrama,” she 
performed the high-energy 
“Sober,” “Supercut” and “Perfect 
Places” all in a row, then went 
back to “Green Light” a while 
later. The song’s raw power was 
felt as everyone in the crowd 
could be heard chanting, “I’m 
waiting for it, that green light, 
I want it.” (“Santa Barbara wins 
the award for the most vocal 
crowd,” she said at one point.)

Her sophomore album is, of 
course, known for more low-
key, emotional tracks as well, 
so she brought reprieves with 
“Liability” and “Hard Feelings/
Loveless.” 

“The thing about really big 
emotional states … often they’re 
not permanent. And maybe 
that’s a good thing, you know. 
Because if something is that 
intense, sometimes you can’t 
live with it forever. So a lot of 
my music is also about holding 
up a strong emotional state, 

examining it and either saying, 
‘I’m going to keep this forever,’ 
or ‘I’m gonna get it out!’”

The earthier, more relaxed 
songs of “Solar Power” matched 
perfectly with her simple set 
design. There were bleacher-like 
steps in the background and a 
giant narrow staircase perched 
atop a sphere that she used 
to sit in or perform costume 
changes behind. Often, like 
during “Fallen Fruit,” she and 
her band climbed up the stairs 
to perform. Usually, though, she 
sat on the steps just to chat 
with the audience throughout 
the night.

“I want you to be able to talk 
to me. I want to hear from you. 
I hear myself talk all the time, 
but I want to hear from you,” 
she stated during the concert. 
“How have the last couple of 
years been for you? That’s a bad 
question, sorry. Have you got 
your hair a different way? Are 
you dating someone new? Ahh! 
It’s so crazy doing this show, 
Santa Barbara.” 

“You know for me, I go away 
for years in between seeing you 
… I’m at home gardening or 
cooking. So when I come back, 
it’s very overwhelming to me, 
to know that you’re here and 
you want to be spending your 
Saturday night with me,” she 
continued. 

During one chat, she talked 
about her emotional process, 
seemingly referring to each of 
her albums. 

“Almost every song I have ever 
written is me saying, ‘How could 
this have made me feel so much? 
What’s going on?’ Whether that 
is a crush, a heartbreak or the 
feeling of sitting outside in the 
sun and being reborn, you know. 
It could be anything,” Lorde 
said. 

She also detailed her life 
experiences over the pandemic. 
Though fans usually catch up 
with the star through her email 
messages, “Solar Power” also 
gave a glimpse into her personal 
life. 

“If there’s one thing these 

past couple of years made very 
clear to me, it’s that everything 
I wasn’t completely sure about 
in my life … everything that was 
sort of borderline is now gone,” 
she said. “Stuff in my house I 
didn’t like, friendships that were 
kind of OK, they’re gone. There’s 
simply no capacity for anything 
like that. In a lot of ways, I feel 
like I’m emerging like a little 
butterf ly out of a chrysalis, with 
a new, shiny set of wings.”

The concert was a perfect 
culmination of the album’s 
themes, ideas and feelings. Even 
as the night turned dark, the 
warmth emanating from songs 
like “Solar Power” and “Secrets 
from a Girl (Who’s Seen it All)” 
were palpable, along with Lorde’s 
love of the tracks. Though our 
indie-moody queen transitioned 
into hippy, happy songs, it’s clear 
that she’s never lost her passion 
for writing and performing.
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Funk pop singer Remi Wolf opened for Lorde and performed her hit 
tracks, such as “Photo ID.”

Lorde performed in front of a silhouette light which flashed different colors throughout the concert, varying 
from track to track.
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Op-Ed: I Am a Loyal Patron of 
the Isla Vista Co-op, and All I’m 

Asking for Is Regular Toothpaste

Sam Franzini
Possessor of Tooth

Often, the Isla Vista Co-op has been a 
lifesaver for the occasions I feel the need to 
purchase an emergency carton of blueberries, 
spend more money on a beverage than I ever 
have in my life or witness so many reusable 
bags that the whole “overconsumption” thing 
relating to plastic bags seems overblown. 
The Co-op combines the thrill of grocery 
shopping with the risk of bankruptcy; it’s 
like a rollercoaster that makes you want 
to go back for seconds. It’s the only store 
in America where the organic chocolate 
section is bigger than the one for bread, 
and let’s not forget about the comprehensive 
beverage fridges where, last minute, you 
can pick up a treat because “you deserve it.” 
And it’s all conveniently located in the heart 
of Isla Vista, where, just nearby, you can 
even pick up a dusty history book someone 
was desperate to get rid of from the Little 
Lending Library. 

But there’s just one glaring problem. As 
much as I love seeing its homeopathic 
cures and shampoos that the all-natural 
population will go crazy for, the probiotics 
that will cause you to take out a loan or 
the random books and calendars on display, 

there is absolutely zero useful toothpaste 
available in the shop.

Dr. Bronner’s has enough words on the 
packaging to constitute a novel, but will 
it leave me with a feeling of cleanliness 
as I drift off to sleep? Nope! JASÖN and 
Auromère have enough random markings 
in their names to put Los Angeles’ brunch 
shops out of business, but the feeling that 
I just rubbed my teeth against a tree is 
enough to forgo the chicness of purchasing 
$7 toothpaste. Crest, Colgate, Sensodyne —  
I’ll take anything, even if only 8/10 doctors 
recommend it!

From the smattering of signs outside that 
makes customers go, “OK, sure!” to the 
sitting area that I’ve only seen moms at, 
their business is clearly a thought-out one. I 
mean, really. Though it seems like half of Isla 
Vista’s population thinks shoes are optional, 
I hope that the Co-op doesn’t take that as a 
sign that everyone’s hygiene isn’t a priority. 
All I’m asking is for them to forgo improving 
the bagel station (that only ever has one 
bagel) and introduce the citizens of Isla Vista 
to a toothpaste brand whose CEO might not 
pay their taxes.

Sam Franzini believes it’s possible to support 
sustainability and toothpaste all at once.
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Whoopee! The Four Winds Have 
Arrived in I.V. To Forsake Us All

Meel F. Lover
Wind Breaker   

The sleepy town of Isla Vista has been 
brutally awoken by the wrath of our ancestors, 
culminating in the angry gusts of wind 
blowing to and fro. Cursed forever by our 
gal pal Platform Holly and her fun little 
extractions of natural resources, the revenge 
of the big-green-nature gods is upon us in 
the form of a constant state of wind advisory. 
After sending a correspondent into the sky 
via the slingshot we rented from a carnival 
company, we have received input from the 
four winds and their thoughts on their massive 
blowings and whooshes bombarding our little 
self-involved Isla Vistans.

Our correspondent found the North Wind 
high up in the swirly wind storm, scowling 
down at him. “You mortals have been very 
bad, and you deserve to be punished,” the 
North Wind declared. “How shall we continue 
to assert our dominance as the gods of wind 
without the submission of the meek beings 
bound to the Earth who are destined to be 
controlled?” The South Wind, hearing this, 
looked over and whooshed straight toward 
our correspondent to give him a piece of their 
mind. “Y’all grounders gettin’ real sure of 
yourselves down there, paradin’ around with 
your fuckin’ legs and your pesky feet like y’all 
own the place,” the South Wind grumbled. 

Our correspondent f linched as the wind’s spit 
landed on his face, his body quivering below 
the two gods.

Soon enough, the West Wind wanted to 
have a say in what was going on, stating, “I 
think what, like, we’re really here to do is 
somehow, like, blow all of the oil out of the 
ocean. Y’know?” Our correspondent nodded 
in agreement. The other winds rolled their 
eye holes. The East Wind accompanied the 
West and bellowed before him, “You guys 
love underestimating the wind, you think 
we’re just these nice little breezes. Well, we 
can really turn shit up! You ever hear of a 
tornado? Haha, you’d better hope I don’t give 
you my best fucking gust!”

After conversing with these esteemed 
winds, our correspondent fell back down to 
Earth and has determined that things have 
quite literally been blown out of proportion. 
Numerous reports have come in describing 
bikers being blown into the sky, desperately 
trying to pedal away mid-air, as well as 
unsuspecting pedestrians summer salting 
away in the wind like tumbleweeds. We 
at Nexustentialism suggest embracing one’s 
inner sub and bend — I mean, bow down — 
to these forces of nature, allowing them to 
whoosh you as hard as they can!

Meel F. Lover hopes that the four winds will 
take her to live in their little wind castle in the sky.
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Comedian! Local Man Adds 
-ussy to the End of Each Word

Miss Informed
Guffawer 

ISLA VISTA, CALIF. – Local insufferable man 
Phan Eeguy has charmed hordes of women into 
giggling groupies through the use of his brand-
new comedic pièce de résistance: adding an 
-ussy to the end of every word he can conjure 
up in his sick, twisted little mind. Is it a facial 
orifice? Call it a thrussy! Is it a backdoor delight? 
Call it a bussy! Is it something so innocuous that 
it couldn’t possibly be corrupted? Phan Eeguy 
begs to differ! No matter who he comes across, 
Eeguy is bound to elicit a chortle when he 
inevitably turns even the most mundane object 
into a sopping hole. 

We at Nexustentialism were itching to ask 
how Eeguy manages being the funniest man in 
Isla Vista. We had the pleasure of sitting down 
with him after we hunted him down through 
a crowd of screaming fans right after an open 
mic night at Woodstock’s. “Ah, it’s really not 
that hard. I’m just a guy, looking at the world, 
wondering why there aren’t more ways to 
relentlessly objectify everything he comes 
across,” Eeguy leaned back in his chair and 
sipped his coffee thoughtfully. Looking down at 
his half-caff oat milk latte, he smirked. “Not the 
straw-ussy!” He exclaimed, causing all of us to 
slap our knees and guffaw uncontrollably. 

After the laughter died down, Eeguy stood up 
and paced around the room. “As you may know, 
I’ve been asked so many times about my sources 
of comedic inspiration, and I never really know 
how to respond. How do I articulate that when 
the only person I really draw inspiration from 
is … myself. Joan Rivers, Kevin Hart, Jerry 
Seinfeld – fuck those guys, you know what I 
mean? –ussy is the Tesla of comedy. So I guess 
that makes me Elon Musk.”

Our reporters also sat down with one of 

Eeguy’s many groupies, Amelie Ratajkowski. 
When asked about Eeguy’s comedic endeavors, 
Ratajkowski said, “Every girl says that they 
want a funny guy, and Phan is the goofiest guy 
around! Ever since I heard him call an electrical 
outlet a ‘charge-ussy’...” Ratajkowski paused 
and sighed in wonder, “Heart? Stolen. Panties? 
Soaked. Hotel? Trivago.”

Wow, what a stand-up guy! We at 
Nexustentialism were provided with a significant 
amount of food for thought. Can anything 
be an -ussy? Red Solo cups, the Secretary of 
State, my MacBook Air, a desk lamp, a Subway 
footlong – the possibilities are endless! With 
newly opened minds and a can-do attitude, we 
trodded onward with a renewed sense of vigor, 
on a quest to terrorize every hole-adjacent noun 
with its inevitable -ussification.

Miss Informed has at least nine -ussies and 
counting!

Heart? Stolen. 
Panties? Soaked. 
Hotel? Trivago.

“
Amelie Ratajkowski, Male 

Humor Connoisseur, 
Pick-Me Girl
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Registering to vote, lobbying 
for candidates who support 

abortion rights and participating 
in campaigns in states beyond 

California.

Voicing your support for the 
Womens’ Health Protection Act 
to establish federal protection of 

abortion rights.

Being attentive to disparities in 
access to abortion education and 
care and taking steps to address 

those gaps.

Looking to other countries where 
abortion is or has been banned and 
how abortion care was accessible, 

who advocated for change and how 
and what lessons U.S. states can 

learn.

Joining campus organizations that 
support reproductive rights. 

Participating in visibility campaigns 
to decrease stigma.

Conducting and disseminating 
research or starting a book group.

Encouraging and using inclusive 
language to support trans and 
nonbinary folks’ experiences.
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SCIENCE & TECH
“Post Roe Frontiers”: Goodwin, Oaks Share Dialogue on 

Reproductive Health Policy and Justice

Anaya Khan
Emma Holm-Olsen
Asst. Science Editors

Following the leaked Supreme 
Court case draft opinion that might 
overturn Roe v. Wade, UC Irvine 
Chancellor’s Professor Michele 
Goodwin and UC Santa Barbara 
feminist studies professor Laury 
Oaks came together on May 9 for 
an on-campus discussion on “Post 
Roe Frontiers.” 

The event aimed to shed light 
on the history leading up to Roe v. 
Wade as well as the legal, medical 
and political aspects of abortion 
rights and bodily autonomy. 

The controversy surrounding 
reproductive rights is not new, and 
the attempt to limit women’s access 
to health care goes beyond and 
began before the Supreme Court’s 
leaked majority opinion, Goodwin 
said. 

According to Goodwin, current 
contention regarding abortion is 
the culmination of a long history of 
cultural and gender discrimination 
in this country. 

“Abortion had not been 
criminalized originally in the 
United States … the Pilgrims were 
performing abortions,” Goodwin 
said. 

“Abortions were being performed 
by Indigenous people who were 
here — carrying pregnancies to 
term, abortion, contraceptions, all 
of that.” 

“Abortion becomes this political 
hotspot at the time in which we 

could see the Civil War coming. 
And … if the Union won, there 
would be the abolition of slavery, 
and Black people would be able 
to live how they wanted to and on 
their own,” she continued. “The fear 
about the blackening and browning 
of the United States was real.” 

Goodwin expanded on how, as a 
result, restrictions on reproductive 
rights were used to maintain the 
large disparity between racial 
communities at the time. 

Although Roe v. Wade had set 
a precedent in favor of women’s 
rights to health care without 
restriction from the federal 
government, national abortion 
access was still not guaranteed to 
all parties, and legislation against 
abortion continued to be enacted 
on a statewide level. 

Many of these new laws targeted 
underrepresented groups, including 
Black, Indigenous and people of 
color, immigrants, teens and low-
income families. 

An example of post-Roe 
legislation targeting minority 
groups is the Hyde Amendment 
of 1976. 

“The Hyde Amendment banned 
federal funds from being used 
in the process of terminating a 
pregnancy,” Goodwin said. 

“Essentially, what it meant is that 
if you’re a poor woman, you’re 
going to struggle to get to that 
constitutional right.”

Laws restricting reproductive 
rights created obstacles for 
women beyond seeking abortions, 

according to Oaks. 
“An array of barriers to [abortion] 

care have been legally enacted, 
most [of them] since 1992 [from the 
Supreme Court ruling in] Planned 
Parenthood of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania v. Casey, which 
allowed more restrictions on 
abortion access because it declared 
that restrictions were allowed as 
long as there was not an ‘undue 
burden,’” Oaks said. 

“These restrictions have included 
waiting periods, multiple clinic 
visits, mandatory information/
counseling, parental consent for 
minors’ care and restrictions on 
hospitals and providers,” Oaks 
continued. 

Goodwin stated that the 
expected anti-abortion legislation 
will likely echo the Jim Crow laws 
of the Civil Rights Movement 
era, as reproductive rights are on 
the precipice of the “Jane Crow” 
period. This term was coined by 
Pauli Murray, an American civil 
rights activist and gender equality 
advocate.

 “We’re about to come into a 
period of ‘Jane Crow,’” Goodwin 
said. “And we are already seeing it. 
Where there are governors that are 
saying next is going to be to ban 
contraception … we’re going to be 
policing when people go interstate 
to try to get an abortion … This is, 
right now, on the horizon.”

According to Goodwin, these 
regulations ref lect the continued 
limitation of medical and sexual 
education about reproductive 

health. 
She said she foresees medical 

professionals who will be 
unequipped to handle the many 
complications that can arise 
throughout a pregnancy. 

“There is gestational diabetes, 
hemorrhaging; there are any 
number of conditions that are 
never talked about,” Goodwin said. 
“Paying attention and building 
up infrastructure in that way can 
be important. Imagine you’re in 
medical school, and you are not 
trained to know how to safely 
manage a miscarriage … when [the 
patient] wanted to be pregnant but 
unfortunately [they’re] going to die 
if [they] continue the pregnancy. 
There are medical school students 
who don’t know how to do that.”

Various advocacy groups have 
mobilized in favor of reproductive 
rights over the last week after the 
majority opinion leak. 

Though the official decision from 
the Supreme Court is yet to be 
announced, Goodwin said that a 
small source of consolation is that 
the country has faced such setbacks 
before. 

Goodwin concluded the talk by 
saying that she is optimistic about a 
more just and feminist future. 

“What gives me hope is that 
we’ve been here before, and we’ve 
prevailed,” she said. “What gives 
me hope is that we can do better 
than we’ve done in the past, that 
we can get it right this time. We 
can get it right in such a way that 
centers and includes women.” 

Stokes Presents Harold J. Plous Award Lecture on Climate Change Action
Sean Crommelin
Science Writer

Leah Stokes, an associate 
professor in the Department of 
Political Science at UC Santa 
Barbara, gave the 2020-21 Harold 
J. Plous Award Lecture: “What 
Can I Do? A Guide to Climate 
Action,” on May 9 at 4 p.m. in 
the Alumni Hall of the Mosher 
Alumni House. 

Stokes — who works on energy, 
climate and environmental 
politics —  focused her lecture 
on the ways that people can 
contribute to climate action as 
individuals. She elaborated on 
not merely changing how one 
consumes as an individual but also 
by challenging the infrastructure, 
systems and institutions which 
perpetuate climate change.

“We should think about climate 
action as a series of circles: 
starting with yourself, but moving 
outwards into community, and 
f inally policy change,” Stokes 
wrote in a promotional f lier for 
the event. “It’s not easy, and you 

can’t do it alone. But each one 
of us can chip away at the laws 
and corporate policies that keep 
us stuck in our current energy 
system.”

Established in 1957 to 
memorialize the contributions 
of Harold J. Plous, who was an 
assistant professor of economics 
at UCSB, the Harold J. Plous 
Memorial Award is a high honor 
given to junior faculty members 
at UCSB and rewards a faculty 
member’s “performance and 
promise as measured by creative 
action or contribution to the 
intellectual life of the university 
community.” 

Stokes, who is also associated 
with the Bren School of 
Environmenta l Sc ience 
& Management and the 
environmental studies program, 
is known for writing about energy 
and climate policy. 

She is also known for being the 
author of “Short Circuiting Policy: 
Interest Groups and the Battle 
Over Clean Energy and Climate 
Policy in the American States 

(Studies in Postwar American 
Political Development),” a 2020 
book which examines how 
climate denial and clean energy 
regulatory rollbacks have been 
perpetuated by utilities and the 
interest groups associated with 
them. 

Stokes’ lecture focused on 
tangible actions one can take to 
combat climate change, drawing 
on her own lived experiences 
engaging in climate advocacy. A 
smorgasbord of climate actions 
were presented to the audience, 
including some concrete ones, 
such as electrifying one’s home 
or upping its efficiency – in doing 
so, making a lasting change in 
how that infrastructure consumes 
energy and particularly fossil 
fuels.

Stokes also discussed many 
other actions specifically to do 
with political engagement, such 
as leaving public comment, 
writing op-eds in newspapers 
and joining and working with 
advocacy organizations. 

“[Santa Barbara]’s theoretically 

thought of as the green capital 
of America, right? [But] we have 
decisions about development [and] 
onshore oil; we’ve got decisions 
about how the community is going 
to change with bike lanes and 
other pedestrian infrastructure. 
You can actually weigh in on 
those things,” Stokes said, adding 
that “it doesn’t always affect 
Santa Barbara. It also goes to the 
national level.”

“Here’s one example: 
Olivia Quinn, one of my grad 
students, [and I] wrote these 
reports to actually shape federal 
policymaking on how to clean 
up our electricity system. And 
this actually ended up directly 
inf luencing a $150 billion program 
in Congress, which is crazy, right? 
Like, how do we do that?” 

According to Stokes, there are 
a number of reasons why they 
could do it, but prime among 
them was their relationships 
with environmental groups 
and organizations whose entire 
existence is centered on working 
to inf luence Congress. 

Stokes went on to describe 
“hundreds” of opportunities for 
individuals to act on climate 
politically, both on the local 
and national level. She listed 
off local organizations like the 
Santa Barbara Sierra Club and 
SB-350, as well as national ones 
like Evergreen Action, Rewiring 
America, the national Sierra 
Club and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council.

“If we were just Olivia, we know 
we [could] do some good stuff, 
but we could not have done nearly 
as much if we weren’t partnered 
with [a larger organization],” 
Stokes said.

On a broader scale, Stokes 
discussed how expressing 
oneself to elected officials and 
contributing to campaigns can 
also serve as an important element 
of climate advocacy. 

“You can also give money and 
communicate to people running 
for office. For example, this is 
something I built — this little tool 
called Call4Climate … it directs 
you to call your senators, Senator 

Schumer and the president, 
and tell them that they need 
to prioritize climate investments. 
We’ve got a script where we tell 
you what to say,” Stokes said. 
“We’ve driven about 10,000 phone 
calls with this little website that 
we built from nothing. That is 
an example of how we can join 
together to make a difference.”

Speaking on UCSB and the 
campus community, Stokes took 
care to note how she thought 
of the award as also being 
representative of the collective 
climate and policy work of her 
collaborators and others at UCSB 
with the same mission. 

Charles Hale, the S.A.G.E. Sara 
Miller McCune dean of social 
sciences at UCSB, echoed this at 
the conclusion of Stokes’ lecture. 

“There’s an amazing group 
of political scientists … that are 
working on this,” Hale said. “I’ve 
heard the largest concentration 
of any university in the nation. 
And the fact that we have this 
cluster here is actually extremely 
important.”

WAYS TO MOBILIZE FOR 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE 
IN A POST-ROE WORLD
Advice from Prof. Laury Oaks

JOELA RODRIGUEZ / DAILY NEXUS

Professor Michele Goodwin and Professor Laury Oaks discuss the past, present and future of the reproductive justice movement on May 9. The 
event took place on campus at Corwin Pavilion just one week after the leak of the Supreme Court’s imminent decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. 
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ON THE MENU
Choi’s Oriental Market: 

Authentic Korean Food in 
Santa Barbara

SARAH HAMIDI / DAILY NEXUS

Sarah Hamidi
Reporter

Choi ’s Or ienta l Market , 
located on South Patterson 
Avenue, is one of Santa 
Ba rba ra’s  few Korean 
restaurants. When I came 
back to Santa Barbara af ter 
i t  was announced that 
in-person instruction would 
be resuming, I really craved 
a more diverse selection of 
Asian cu isine , espec ia l ly 
Korean food. The only Korean 
restaurant I could f ind was 
Kimchi Korean BBQ. I craved 
a greater variety of Korean 
food and, for months, I was 
frustrated that I couldn’t f ind 
a more expansive Korean 
restaurant. That is, until one 
of my roommates mentioned 
Choi ’s Oriental Market.

Whi le Choi ’s Or ienta l 
Market is primarily an Asian 
grocery store , this hidden 
gem of Santa Barbara is also 
a Korean restaurant, serving 
traditional Korean food like 
kimchi-j jigae and bibimbap.

My fr iends and I star ted 
our tr ip by buying drinks 
in the grocery store. I got 
an Everg reen Coconut 
Milk Drink while my two 
roommates got Ramune and 
Jarr itos. We then ordered 
our food at the front desk. 
I ordered jajangmyeon, a 

Korean noodle dish topped 
with diced pork, onions, a slice 
of cucumber and black-bean 
sauce. My roommates ordered 
kimchi-j jigae, a kimchi-based 
stew, and naengmyeon, a cold 
noodle dish.

The food at Choi ’s Oriental 
Market is what makes this 
place tru ly specia l . This 
was my f irst t ime try ing 
jajangmyeon, and it was 
delicious — easily one of my 
favorite noodle dishes ever! 
The noodles were perfectly 
chewy, and the sauce provided 
a very delicious complement 
to the noodles. The diced 
pork and onions added an 
extra layer of f lavor, crispness 
and crunchiness.

In Korean cuisine, an array 
of side dishes called banchan 
is included with each dish 
you order. General ly, most 
dishes come with a side of 
kimchi. For my noodle dish, I 
got a side of pickled radishes 
ca l led danmuji whi le my 
friends got a side of spicy 
cucumbers and kimchi. The 
side dishes were a refreshing 
palate cleanser and provided 
a delicious crunchiness to our 
dishes.

Naeng myeon wa s  a 
combinat ion of per fec t ly 
chewy noodles and cold broth, 
making it a great dish to have 
on a hot day. The kimchi-

j jigae was delic ious — the 
broth had a nice balance of 
savouriness and smoothness, 
and the tofu added great 
texture.

The Evergreen Coconut 
Milk Drink was del ic ious 
all on its own. The coconut 
milk was smooth, creamy 
and full of coconut goodness 
and f lavor whi le hav ing 
some chewy coconut pieces 
within it that provided a nice, 
textural contrast. I also felt 
like it provided a complement 
to my jajangmyeon noodle 
dish. Before ordering food, 
I highly recommend and 
encourage ordering a drink 
to go with your meal.

However, the food is not 
the only unique feature of 
Choi ’s Oriental Market. As 
you might guess, the place is 
a market where you can buy 
Asian and Korean ingredients 
that you can’t f ind in a typical 
grocery store. That in itself 
got me so excited to try out 
Choi ’s Oriental Market. They 
had all of my favorite Korean 
items: soju, buldak noodles, 
kimchi, etc. I got so excited 
that I even ended up buying 
over $100 worth of Korean 
and Asian ingredients!

Choi ’s Oriental Market is 
certainly the place to grab 
Korean food, so don’t miss 
out!

Haydin Zogaric
Staff Writer

The Isla Vista Food 
Cooperative, a locally beloved 
grocery store located on Seville 
Road, recently celebrated its 
50th anniversary with a public 
event on April 30 in Anisq’Oyo’ 
Park that featured musical 
performances, activities and 
tons of free food and drinks. 

 UC Santa Barbara students 
founded the cooperative in 1972, 
naming it the Whole Wheat 
Buying Club, in an endeavor to 
rebuild community sentiment 
following the 1970 Bank of 
America burning. They later 
opened their f irst storefront 
as the Whole Wheat Food 
Cooperative. Although the 
Co-op endured many changes 
and challenges in its early 
years, it has remained strong 
and continued to serve the 
community with its democratic 
process and customer-minded 
focus. Today’s Isla Vista 
Food Co-op has long served 
as an af fordable, healthy 
and environmentally minded 
e s tabl i shment ,  br ing ing 
Isla Vista residents together 
through good food.

Kimberly Kiefer, general 

manager of the Isla Vista 
Recreation & Park District, 
organized the Isla Vista Spring 
Concert Series which provided 
the musical entertainment 
for the anniversary event. 
She said she was “honored 
to work in coordination with 
the Co-op and celebrate their 
50th anniversary.” Performers 
included local artists Odd 
A rmy,  imKEN NE TH Y, 
jomch and more. Along 
with watching musica l 
performances, eventgoers also 
had the opportunity to watch 
the live creation of a spray-
painted mural and receive 
free face painting and henna 
tattoos. Kiefer highlighted 
the importance of active 
participation in the parks and 
opportunities for artists to 
showcase their work to the 
community.

Representatives from several 
organizations — including 
CalFresh, the Edible Campus 
Program, the Isla Vista 
Community Services District, 
the Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District and the IVRPD 
— tabled at the event, offering 
resources to students about 
food insecurity, community 
gardens, local government and 

more. 
The Co-op provided plenty 

of refreshments, such as vegan 
wraps, cookies from Santa 
Barbara Cookie Company, 
vegan and gluten-free cupcakes 
from Crushcakes & Café and, 
of course, fresh seasonal fruit. 
Santa Barbara Cookie Company 
is “Santa Barbara owned and 
operated,” according to their 
website cookiesofsb.com, and 
their cookies are sold at the 
Co-op. Crushcakes & Café 
is a woman-owned business 
located on Hollister Avenue 
in Goleta (crushcakes.com). 
The snacks were delicious 
and reminded attendees of the 
amazing variety of healthy 
products featured at the Co-op. 

It was a beautiful sight as 
community members gathered 
to play outdoor games, listen to 
live music, share their favorite 
memories and learn about 
the rich history of the Co-op 
and I.V. The event served as 
a perfect way to celebrate the 
Co-op, wrap up the Spring 
Concert Series and conclude 
the Earth Month festivities. 

For more information on 
upcoming Co-op events and 
promotions, fol low their 
Instagram @islavistafoodcoop.

Celebrating the Co-op’s 50th 
Anniversary

HAYDIN ZOGARIC / DAILY NEXUS

Maya Salem
Staff Writer

The right soup can provide a comforting 
and healthy way to end a long day. As the 
temperature continues to f luctuate throughout 
the Southern Californian “spring” — between 
gray mornings and deceivingly cold nights 
— this soup provides a tried-and-true, body-
warming meal. 

Find a quick IGTV tutorial for this delightful 
soup by visiting our Instagram @ucsbonthemenu. 

Ingredients:
• 1/4 pound sliced bacon (save the drippings)
• 1 onion, diced
• 2 garlic cloves, minced
• 4 cups chicken broth
• 1 large can crushed tomatoes
• 2 cups beef broth
• 1/4 teaspoon basil
• 1/4 teaspoon oregano
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper 

• 9 ounces cheese tortellini
• 2 cans kidney beans
• 2-3 cups fresh spinach
• 1/4 cup parmesan cheese

Directions:
1. Fry the bacon, then drain and cool. Saute 

the onion and garlic in leftover bacon 
drippings until golden brown. Chop the 
bacon to add later.

2. Next, add the chicken broth, tomatoes, 
beef broth, basil, oregano and black 
pepper and simmer.

3. Add the tortellini, kidney beans and 
chopped bacon. Cook for 20 minutes.

4. Add the spinach and cook for another 10 
minutes.

5. Garnish with parmesan cheese and serve!

Tortellini is one of my favorite foods — it’s 
like a classy package of mac ‘n’ cheese. Let us 
know if you try this recipe out by tagging us @
ucsbonthemenu on Instagram!

Tortellini and Bean Soup for 
Windy Spring Days

MAYA SALEM / DAILY NEXUS
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The Signs as Other SignsConsidering Roe v. Wade:
What It Really Means To Carry a Baby to Term

Zoha Malik
Staff Writer

 Warning: This article contains 
brief mentions of sexual assault and 
incest.

According to a leaked initial 
draft of the majority opinion in 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, the Supreme Court 
has (as of yet) voted to overrule 
Roe v. Wade. This June, they will 
off icially rule on whether Roe 
v. Wade is unconstitutional. If 
this happens, we may very well 
see abortion become immediately 
illegal in 13 states and restricted 
to a gestational period of 22 weeks 
in 14 states, though they may ban 
it outright as more anti-abortion 
laws gain traction across the 
country. 
 I’m not here to state my 
case as to why abortion isn’t 
murder — that’s another article 
altogether. However, for those 
people celebrating the very likely 
overturning of Roe v. Wade, I’d 
like to put this into a bit more 
perspective. The bottom line of 
the likely overruling is this: If it 
goes through, a lot more people 
are going to be forced to carry 
a baby to term. “If they don’t 
want it, they can put it up for 
adoption,” pro-lifers argue. But, 
this argument over-simplif ies 
what it actually means to carry a 
baby to term, especially without 
exceptions. 
 Despite the perception of 
pregnancy as a natural, even 
inevitable, part of being a woman, 
carrying a baby is no easy task. 
Even if you avoid pregnancy and 
postpartum complications, you’re 
still dealing with short-term 
and long-term changes to your 
body. Pregnancy can take up to 
6 to 8 weeks to recover from in 
normal circumstances and, in this 
time, you can experience a wide 
variety of postpartum symptoms, 
from vaginal pain (which can 
occur from vaginal tears or an 
episiotomy during childbirth) to 
contractions or afterpains. There 
are also less common postpartum 
complications, like uterine 
prolapse or triggered autoimmune 
diseases, such as postpartum 
thyroid dysfunction. 
 However, abortion bans without 
exception open the gate to a 
whole other load of dangerous 
health complications. Obstetric 
emergencies that generally 
warrant abortions include ectopic 
pregnancies, which is when a 
baby grows within a fallopian 
tube, or preeclampsia, which 
is characterized by high blood 
pressure that can lead to organ 
damage. 
 We can already see the effects 
of such restrictive laws. In Texas, 
abortion has recently been limited 
to six weeks and is only allowed 
afterward if a woman is facing 
a life-threatening or disabling 
medical emergency linked to 
her pregnancy. Though this is 
meant to prevent abortions, it also 
affects women who want to carry 
a baby to term but experience 
medically risky pregnancies. It 
makes no exception for pregnant 
women who learn the fetus has 
abnormalities that will cause it to 
die soon after birth. According 
to The New York Times, many 
doctors say they cannot 
even discuss abortion 
with a patient until 
their life is at risk, 
and physicians 
have argued 
that this 
law can 
prevent 

comprehensive health care for 
pregnant women with health 
problems that aren’t immediately 
life-threatening.
 With many states considering 
prohibiting abortion without 
an exception for rape or incest, 
children who face these issues 
will be at even larger risks for 
major health concerns. According 
to the World Health Organization 
(W.H.O.), adolescent mothers aged 
10-19 years old face higher risks of 
eclampsia, puerperal endometritis 
and systemic infections than 
women aged 20–24 years. Babies 
which are born to these mothers 
face higher risks of low birth 
weight, preterm delivery and 
severe neonatal conditions, among 
other concerns. And we haven’t 
even touched on the psychological 
effects of a child being forced to 
bear the physical consequence of 
being raped. 
 An adolescent pregnancy 
would lead to the loss of crucial 
moments of childhood, making it 
more diff icult for these children 
to overcome trauma. According 
to the W.H.O., adolescent 
childbearing often causes girls 
to drop out of school. Despite 
efforts to help them return post-
childbirth, such an absence could 
jeopardize their future education 
and employment. 
 Maternal hazards are hard 
enough for Americans with 
consistent health providers 
to deal with, but health care is 
not evenly distributed across 
the American populace, with 
maternal hazards reportedly being 
disproportionately higher for Black 
and Indigenous women. Research 
shows that the pregnancy-related 
mortality ratios for Black women 
were more than three times higher 
than for white women from 2011 to 
2014. Certain factors contribute to 
this, like differences in the quality 
of health care received, structural 
racism and implicit bias. A ban on 
abortion would disproportionately 
affect communities of color by 
a wide margin. A study from 
Duke found that banning abortion 
in the U.S. would lead to a 
21% increase in the number of 
pregnancy-related deaths overall 
and a 33% increase 
among non-Hispanic 
Black people. 
A b o r t i o n -
related deaths 
aren’t even 
included in 
these statistics.
 T h e 
psychological effects 
of pregnancy are also 
widespread. Baby blues 
aside, postpartum 
depression is common — 
it affects one out of ten 
new mothers. Symptoms 
of this can cause severe 
depressive moods and 
mood swings and can interfere 
with one’s ability to perform 
daily tasks. 
 Reproductive justice 
discussions often 
minimize or exclude 
n o n - c i s g e n d e r 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
who may not 
identify as 
w o m e n 
b u t 

maintain the biological capacity 
to become pregnant. These people 
statistically already face stigmas 
and biases in health care. In certain 
contexts, 28% of transgender 
and gender non-conforming 
individuals reportedly have faced 
harassment in medical settings, 
while 19% of transgender people 
report being refused medical care 
altogether. Dismantling abortion 
protections and being subsequently 
forced to carry a baby to term 
would continue to exacerbate 
stigma against these individuals 
and the lack of safe abortion 
access for transgender individuals. 
Continuous confrontation with 
medical obstacles may worsen 
body dysmorphia and lead to an 
overall decline in physical and 
mental health, putting lives even 
more at risk.
 Then again, the health issues 
mentioned above only apply to 
people who follow the law. A 
comprehensive testing model in 
The Lancet Global Health Journal 
showed there is “no evidence 
that abortion rates were lower 
in settings where abortion was 
restricted.” People will continue 
getting abortions regardless of 
what laws are in place, only in far 
more unsafe circumstances. There 
are multiple serious health risks 
that result from unsafe abortions, 
and estimates have shown that 
complications resulting from these 
abortions, as well as the long-term 
disabilities which subsequently 
occur, can rack up to a several 
hundred million dollars cost in 
developing countries. 
 Pregnancy requires two 
participants yet legally places an 
undue burden on the person with 
the uterus. Nine months of health 
concerns and an enormous array 
of lifestyle differences, plus the 
time it takes to recover afterward, 
is hard enough if one wants 
the baby. Pregnancy is a life-
threatening and diff icult ordeal 
in any circumstance. To force 
someone to go through with a 
pregnancy is to forcefully take 
control of their bodily autonomy 
and to naively place complete 
trust in systems that have already 
failed too many people. 

Zoha Malik thinks we shouldn’t 
allow crucial health care to be left 

to the whim of people’s 
p e r s o n a l 

qualms. 
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