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The UC Santa Barbara Office 
of Black Student Development 
celebrated the opening of its office 
suite — which offers a physical 
space to support and advocate 
for Black students — with an open 
house on April 30.

The Office of Black Student 
Development (OBSD) was created 
in 2020 to fulfill the demands of 
the 2019 Black Student Union 
(BSU) Demands Team, which 
called for the off ice’s creation 
and the hiring of eight personnel 
to staff the office. However, a 
final demand — the creation of a 

building on campus named the 
“Malcolm X Center for Black 
Student Development” — remains 
unmet.

OBSD held a virtual community 
preview of the office suite over 
Zoom on Feb. 19. Located in the 
Student Resource Building (SRB), 
the suite now houses individual 
off ices for staff personnel, a 
multifunctional community 
workspace and a breakroom 
stocked with pantry items.

The event began with a tour 
of the space and opportunities 
for conversation with the OBSD 
staff, followed by a speaker lineup 
in the SRB theater.

Several UCSB administrators, 

campus organizations and 
community partners attended 
the event, including Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang, Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Margaret 
Klawunn, Counseling & 
Psycholog ica l Serv ices , 
Associated Students Black 
Women’s Health Collaborative, 
Santa Barbara Young Black 
Professionals and BSU, among 
others.

OBSD Assistant Director 
Kareen Louis led the event in the 
absence of the office’s director, 
Elroy Pinks.

“I thought it was really beautiful 
to have so many generations 
of folks here from our parents, 

students, alumni, student activists 
and our Black faculty and staff 
and other campus partners,” 
Louis said.

Third-year English major Haeli 
Ross said she attended the open 
house to witness the resources 
available to her f irsthand and 
emphasized the importance of 
having a space to facilitate the 
support of Black student life on 
campus.

“Advocating for Black lives and 
advocating for spaces for us is 
literally just basic human rights, 
so why would you not want to be 
for that?” they said.

Office of Black Student 
Development Holds Open House 

for New Office Suite
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A man died after a fatal 
fall from a cliff in Isla Vista at 
approximately 11:37 p.m. on April 
29, according to the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

The decedent was later 
identified as 25-year-old Chasen 
Alibrando of Santa Monica. The 
Santa Barbara County Sheriff ’s 
Off ice (SBSO) released his 
identity on May 2.

Crews responded to the scene 
at the 6600 block of Del Playa 

Drive, where they unsuccessfully 
attempted resuscitation and 
brought the body up to a waiting 
ambulance.

Alibrando was reportedly 
a 2018 graduate of UC Santa 
Barbara, according to Noozhawk.

“The death appears accidental, 
however f inal determination is 
pending toxicology,” SBSO Public 
Information Officer Raquel Zick 
said.

A coroner’s investigation is 
ongoing. The Nexus will continue 
to report on this story as more 
information becomes available.

UCSB Alumnus 
Dies After Cliff 
Fall in Isla Vista Pricila Flores

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
Chair

El primero de abril del 2022 
Isla Vista dio las bienvenidas 
a un restaurante familiar 
mexicano, Zócalo. La idea del 
restaurante empezó cuando los 
inquilinos anteriores del espacio 
fueron a el padre de la familia, 
Jaime Hernández Sr., cuando 
estaban cerrando su negocio 
y les ofrecieron el espacio. Al 
principio, Jaime Sr. Hernández 
expresó dudas sobre el negocio, 
pero después de un año, aceptó. 
Ya que el restaurante está abierto, 
la familia describe esta historia 
como si fuera destino. La familia 
sintieron que era una señal del 
destino que Jaime Hernández Jr. 
terminó su último examen para 
completar su licenciatura de 
química el mismo día y tiempo 
de que los inquilinos anteriores 
se mudaron. Ellos pensaron que 
deberían abrir Zócalo por la 
elección del momento de los dos 
incidentes.   

“[Pensamos] Si el señor 
quiere, para Marzo si el [ Jaime 
Jr.] termina su carrera [escolar] 
entonces sí se va ser [verdadero] y 
si no, pos realmente no queremos. 
Y todo fue así, exactamente como 
pasó,” Hernández Sr. dijo. 

La ciudad de México es hogar 
a la plaza Zócalo, donde la gente 
celebra y todos sienten el grito 
de la independencia. Ahora, Isla 
Vista tiene su propio pedazo de 
México, el restaurante nuevo, 
Zócalo. 

Zócalo abrió para integrar 
comida Mexicana auténtica a Isla 
Vista. El restaurante es dirigido 
por la familia Hernández. Jaime 
Hernández Jr., recién graduado 
de química de primera generación 

y el hijo mayor de la familia 
Hernández, se encargó de todas 
los asuntos administrativos antes 
de que abrieron. Hernández Jr. no 
tuvo un restaurante sus planes, 
sin embargo hoy lo ve como un 
plan de respaldo.

“El plan del restaurante es como 
un plan de retiro para mis papas. 
Me cuidaron cuando estaba 
chiquito y esta es mi manera de 
cuidar de ellos y sí funciona, me 
puedo ir a empezar mi carrera de 

química,” Hernández Jr. dijo. 
La familia emigró a los Estados 

Unidos después que nació Jaime 
y se establecieron en Carpintería. 
Olivia Hernández, la mamá de 
la familia, creció en un pueblo 
chiquito en el Estado de México 
y ha trabajado en restaurantes 
como cocinera preparativa. 
Adiciónalmente, Jaime Sr. creció 
en la ciudad de México y también 
trabajó en muchos restaurantes. 
Estos trabajos les dieron la 
experiencia para saber manejar 
un restaurante y ser directores de 
Zócalo. 

“Yo desde mi niñez, he 
trabajado como lavatrastes. 
Empezé sobre una cajita de 
refrescos y yo me subía ahí para 
lavar los trastes porque estaba 
muy chiquito. Eso fue en México 
y ahí fui escalando a la cocina, a 
cocinero, fui bartender, aquí en 
los Estados Unidos trabajé en 
muchos restaurantes,” Hernández 
Sr. dijo.

Mientras que Jaime Jr. 
Hernández cubrió el trabajo 
administrativo y cumplía sus 
estudios, la familia entera estaba 
trabajando en el restaurante.

“Todos somos parte del 
restaurante, mi hijo es más de 
la tecnología, cómo funciona el 

Zócalo, un pedazo de la ciudad de 
México, llega a Isla Vista 

Hundreds March 
for Abortion 

Rights in 
Downtown Santa 

Barbara
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In a display of support for 
abortion rights and in protest 
of the United States Supreme 
Court’s intention to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, hundreds rallied at the 
De La Guerra Plaza in downtown 
Santa Barbara on May 3 for a 
march organized by Planned 
Parenthood.

The rally occurred the day 
after Politico leaked an initial 
draft majority opinion written by 
Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito that showed that the U.S. 
Supreme Court preliminarily 
voted in February 2022 to overturn 
Roe v. Wade. The landmark 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision guaranteed 
federal constitutional protections 
of abortion rights, a precedent 
that has been held in federal 
court for nearly 50 years.

The leak was confirmed as real 
by the Supreme Court shortly after 
it was released and immediately 
sparked national outrage, with 
California Governor Gavin 
Newsom promising to preserve 
the right to abortion in the state 
constitution.

Planned Parenthood — a 
national nonprofit that provides 
reproductive health resources 
— organized rallies nationwide, 
with the California Central Coast 
branch putting together f ive 
events in three different counties.

Several local elected officials 
attended the Santa Barbara rally, 
including Board of Supervisors 
members Joan Hartmann, Das 
Williams and Gregg Hart and 
Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) Director Ethan 
Bertrand and IVCSD Director 

The event began with a tour of the space and opportunities for conversation with the OBSD staff, followed by a speaker lineup in the SRB theater.
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La familia Hernández (izquierda a derecha) Jaime Hernández Jr., 
Olivia Hernández, Edwin Hernández, Hannia Hernández y Jaime 
Hernández Sr.
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Hundreds of rallygoers marched down State Street after speeches 
concluded, yelling, “My body, my choice,” and other chants.
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Health & Wellness Hosts 
Discussion About Male Body 
Image

UC Santa Barbara Health & 
Wellness is hosting a discussion 
as a part of their Community 
Connect series, in which they 
explore health topics and life 
skills weekly. The talk will 
center around the “social 
stigma surrounding men’s body 
standards and eating disorders,” 
according to the Shoreline 
description, and will take place 
on May 5 from 6:30-7:45 p.m. in 
the Women’s Center lounge in 
the Student Resource Building. 

Women’s Center Hosts 
Open Mic Night in Honor of 
Mother’s Day

The UCSB Women’s Center 
is hosting “Nurturing This 
Space: An Open Mic to 
Celebrate All Mothers” on 
May 6 from 5-7 p.m. in the 
MultiCultural Center (MCC) 
lounge. This nontraditional 
Mother’s Day celebration looks 
to bring together everyone in 
the community to recognize 
all mothers, including “queer 
kinships, chosen family, drag 
mothers, trans mothers” and 
more. Community members can 
perform songs, poems, drag, 
short stories and any other 
creative endeavors. 

Those interested in performing 
must sign up prior to the event 
and those who would like to 
register to attend can do so on 
Shoreline.  

Resource Center for Sexual 

and Gender Diversity Hosts 
Pool Party for Transgender, 
Nonbinary and Gender-
Nonconforming Students

The Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity 
is hosting a pool party at the 
Recreation Center’s small pool 
for transgender, nonbinary 
and gender-nonconforming 
individuals on May 7 from 1-3 
p.m.

Students who plan on attending 
the event must register in 
advance and bring their Access 
Cards for entry. Individuals 
interested in attending the event 
who are not active students can 
reach out to trans@sa.ucsb.edu. 

Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian 
Resource Center Hosts 
Virtual Bazaar

The Middle Eastern, North 
African, South Asian Resource 
Center (MENASARC) is hosting 
the annual Middle Eastern, 
North African and South Asian 
(MENASA) Bazaar at the Student 
Resource Building faculty lawn 
on May 10 from 1-4 p.m. to 
begin their MENASA Culture 
Week kickoff. In collaboration 
with MENASARC’s multiple 
student organizations, attendees 
can enjoy “activities, festivities, 
and cultural celebration” during 
the event.  

Health & Wellness Explores 
Sexual Health Through 
Weekly Book Club With 
Emily Nagoski’s Work

UCSB’s Health & Wellness 
is hosting a weekly Sexual 
Health Book Club for students 
to explore their sexual wellbeing 

in conjunction with reading 
Emily Nagoski’s book “Come As 
You Are: The Surprising New 
Science That Will Transform 
Your Sex Life.” The book club 
meets every Tuesday from 4-5 
p.m. until Week 8. Prospective 
attendees are encouraged to 
read “Come As You Are” or the 
accompanying workbook “The 
Come As You Are Workbook: A 
Practical Guide to the Science of 
Sex” prior to the workshop. 

This book club is a part of 
Health & Wellness’ sexual 
health education program, 
which aims to “provide accurate 
and comprehensive information 
about sexual health, safety, and 
self-agency,” according to the 
Shoreline description.

MCC Presents Jessika 
Chi, Ph.D., in Discussion on 
Model Minority and Forever 
Foreigner Myths 

The MCC is hosting a 
discussion on model minority 
and forever foreigner myths 
with Jessika Chi, Ph.D., on 
May 10 from 6-8 p.m. in the 
MCC Theater. The talk looks 
to “provide context for the 
myths of the model minority 
and forever foreigner, illuminate 
the consequences of these racial 
stereotypes on communities of 
color, and offer strategies to 
create change,” the Shoreline 
description read. 

The event is co-sponsored by 
the Off ice of Equal Opportunity 
& Discrimination Prevention 
and the Off ice of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion and is part 
of the MCC’s Diversity Lecture 
series.
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UC Berkeley Student 
Charged With Two Felonies 
Following Campus Lockdown

A UC Berkeley student is facing 
two counts of felony criminal 
charges after sending threatening 
emails to campus staff members 
and spurring the campus 
lockdown that occurred on April 
21. 

The student — 39-year-old 
Lamar Bursey — had been placed 
on academic suspension for an 
unknown incident a week prior 
to sending the emails. He is 
scheduled for a hearing on May 2 
regarding his alleged crimes with 
the emails.

According to Alameda County 
district attorney documents 
acquired by The Daily 
Californian, Bursey sent emails to 
campus faculty members on April 
21 containing threats of violence, 
causing campus workers to fear 
for their safety.

“I’ll be in the office from aprox 
9am to 4pm today. Stop playing 
with me. Depending on who I feel 
was helping or not, 2 people on 
this email will get shot,” Bursey 
wrote in the email according to 
ABC10.

The campus went under a 
shelter-in-place order the same 
day, which was lifted at 2 p.m.  
by the UC Berkeley UC Police 
Department after Bursey was 
located at Alta Bates Summit 
Medical Center in Oakland and 
taken into custody. 

Bursey is represented by public 
defender Joe Breyer, who said 
he hopes Bursey’s mental health 
history is taken into account 
during proceedings.

“The punishment could include 
years in state prison,” Breyer 
said to The Daily Californian. 
“However, we are hopeful that 
everyone will realize that this is 
more of a mental health problem 
than it is a criminal problem.”

UCLA Undergraduate 
Student Associat ion 
Candidates Sanctioned 
Following Allegations of 

Stalking and Harassment
Two UC Los Angeles 

Undergraduate Students 
Association (USA) Council 
candidates had their social 
media campaigns temporarily 
suspended until May 3 and are 
facing a possible hearing from the 
USA Judicial Board after students 
anonymously filed complaints of 
stalking and harassment. 

The candidates — Angelina 
Quint and Carl King Jr. — faced 
an investigation from the USA 
Elections Board on April 27, 
following complaints the board 
received on behalf of both parties 
that the two candidates violated 
USA Election Code. 

The first complaint was filed 
anonymously on Quint’s behalf, 
alleging that King harassed 
her through the anonymous                             
Instagram account @exposing_
forthepeople from February 
to March. The complaint                             
additionally alleged that 
King threatened her and sent 
individuals to apprehend her at 
her dorm on April 12. King denied 
the allegations on his campaign 
Instagram account. 

A second complaint was filed 
anonymously on King’s behalf 
against Quint on the same date, 
alleging that Quint made false 
claims against King and defamed 
him.

The elections board found the 
allegations made against King to 
be false — specifically accusations 
of in-person harassment — and 
“damaging to his character.” 
However, the board found that 
King was “more likely than not” 
the creator of the anonymous 
Instagram account but concluded 
that there wasn’t suff icient 
evidence to verify that he 
had been the one posting and 
messaging from the account.

Some of the allegations fall                                                                                    
out of the Elections’ Board 
jurisdiction, according to the Daily 
Bruin, and have been reported 
to the UCLA administration 
for further investigation. UCLA 
student government elections                     
are being held from April 29 to 
May 6.

A Week in UC 
Student News

Mark Alfred
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s chapter of 
Turning Point USA — a right-
wing nonprofit that works to 
spread conservative values at high 
schools and colleges — has been 
establishing itself on campus since 
the chapter’s first meeting seven 
months ago.

Turning Point USA (TPUSA) at 
UCSB has increased its campus 
presence since its first meeting, 
protesting online learning in 
January and hosting conservative 
speakers John Doyle and Kai 
Schwemmer in an off-campus 
event in April. 

The chapter is a registered 
campus organization according 
to university spokesperson Shelly 

Leachman, but the event held 
with conservative speakers was 
not a registered campus event.

Ben Corbett, a third-year 
history of public policy major and 
the president of TPUSA at UCSB, 
co-founded the chapter with 
fourth-year sociology major and 
TPUSA at UCSB Vice President 
Berkley Corey. 

Corbett said the organization 

has been popular among 
conservative students due to 
its ability to offer a space for 
politically like-minded individuals 
to express their views, especially 
following the election of President 
Joe Biden.

“I attribute the resurgence to a 
combination of people needing an 
outlet to express themselves and 
[react to] Joe Biden’s America,” 
Corbett said.

The Bonfire Collective, a Santa 
Barbara-based group that “aims to 
cultivate [a] revolutionary political 
consciousness and practice,” 
posted on Instagram that TPUSA 
at UCSB and similar groups justify 
their agendas through a veil of 
defending individual liberties, 
aiming to inform the Santa 
Barbara community of the rising 
prominence of Turning Point at 
UCSB.

“All of these groups outwardly 
claim that they are not bigots by 
any means—that they are simply 
defending individual freedom, 
liberty, and enterprise against 
governmental tyranny,” the group 
said in their post. “These defenses, 
however, are mere crypto-fascist 
deceptions, designed to mask 
[their] truly monstrous agendas.” 

Corbett said that “the chapter 
here was nonexistent when I 
transferred.” There is no evidence 
of past UCSB Turning Point 
organizations on Shoreline or 
other campus websites, with a 

dormant Twitter account being 
the only remnant of past activity 
on campus.

UCSB does not supply any 
funding to the Turning Point 
chapter “as of right now,”                                                              
according to Corbett, leaving the 
group to raise funds independently. 
In the weeks leading up to 
Valentine’s Day, chapter members 
sold Valentine’s Day-themed cards 
and candy in the Arbor. 

The group had its first instance 
of direct protest in January, shortly 
after UCSB’s decision to delay 
returning to in-person instruction 
at the start of Winter Quarter 
2022. Members of both the UCSB 
and Thousand Oaks Turning 
Point chapters demonstrated 
against the delay, taking to street 
corners in Isla Vista with protest 
signs and encouraging cars to 
honk for in-person instruction.

Due to its nonprof it 
status, Turning Point cannot 
endorse candidates or specif ic 
initiatives — unlike UCSB                                               
College Republicans, another 
conversative campus organization 
that is able to make endorsements 
and is affiliated with the national 
Republican Party.

In December, TPUSA at UCSB 
members traveled together to 
Phoenix, Arizona, for AmericaFest 
— an annual four-day event 
organized by the national Turning 

Conservative Campus Group Turning Point 
USA Increases Presence at UCSB

The chapter held its first official event on April 21, during which students and community members 
attended to hear from conservative speakers John Doyle and Kai Schwemmer.
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Ross said that, as a Black 
woman, they anticipate utilizing 
the resources of both OBSD 
and the UCSB Women’s Center, 
adding that the establishment of 
the OBSD helps meet a critical 
need amongst students.

“We already have the [African 
diasporic Cultural Resource 
Center] AdCRC. That is a space 
for us to come and study in the 
SRB, but having the Office of 
Black Student Development that 
is literally not just a study space 
but a place that we can go to for 
advice or help from other Black 
people that are on campus is 
really, really nice,” Ross said.

Yang provided remarks at the 
event, recognizing the activism 
efforts of Black staff, students and 
alumni.

“ You r  cou r a geou s 
determination and activism have 
advanced our commitment to 
diversity, excellence, equity and 
inclusion,” Yang said. “The call 
for equity and justice that we have 
witnessed over the past several 
years across our nation makes 
our continued commitment ever 

more urgent.”
In 2019, Yang approved the 

BSU’s demands for the OBSD 
space, saying that he would “work 
toward the vision of a Center for 
Black Student Development over 
the next several years.”

Yang thanked the OBSD staff. 
“The Office of Black Student 

Development plays a very key role 
in supporting Black life on campus 
and is dedicated to supporting 
the academic success of our 
students by providing resources, 
creating and innovating such a 
special learning environment and 
building a sense of belonging,” 
Yang said.

Louis then introduced 
the recipients of the Vision 
Fellowship, an OBSD scholarship 
that funds students’ passion 
projects, from creative podcasts 
to garden installations.

Fourth-year environmental 
studies major Aminah Hanif-
Cruz, who is currently a 
participant in the fellowship 
program, explained her project to 
design and install a vertical garden 
in the OBSD suite to promote 

environmental sustainability and 
mental wellbeing. 

Second-year communication 
and sociology double major 
Marina Habib — another Vision 
Fellow — described the launch 
of her endeavor, a podcast that 
delves into “the beauty politics 
behind being a Black woman and 
the colorism, the racism they face 
on a daily basis.”

“Speak your truth, claim your 
truth, ’til the day you die,” Habib 
said. “The college experience is 
very much this white experience 
that not all of us have the 
luxury of getting to experience, 
so just diving into that and 
understanding what it means to 
be a Black student on campus, 
what it means to be part of the 
Black community.”

Third-year chemistry major 
and Vision Fellow Samhal 
Asfaw said for her project, she 
is producing a YouTube channel 
centered around Black female 
wellness.

“I’ve been journaling 
independently for myself in the 
past, like, four or five years, and 

that’s been a really big form of 
self-care,” she said. “That being 
said, I’ve noticed in my practice, 
I hid all my great ideas and 
thoughts  in my Notes app, and 
I want to put [them] into reality 
and actually put [them] into 
physical practice and keep myself 
accountable.”

Jena Pruitt, a 2014 UCSB 
graduate and member of the 2013 
BSU Demands Team, also spoke 
to the crowd. She ref lected on 
the instrumental role that her 
past advocacy work played in the 
creation of OBSD.

“The seeds for this were planted 
years ago, almost 10 years ago, 
and these are just the blossoms, 
the f lowers that we get to see 
now,” she said. “The seeds have 
been long planted in rich soil 
that we’ve all nourished, that 
this community has nourished, 
that alumni have nourished and 
now you have the opportunity to 
nourish. And I don’t want you to 
take that responsibility lightly.”

Louis said that the opening 
of the new office suite does not 
mark the end of the efforts to 

establish spaces for Black students 
on campus, alluding to the unmet 
2019 BSU demand to construct a 
stand-alone building devoted to 
Black student development.

“Remember that this is a 
temporary space because we 
need a larger space in the future,” 
Louis said. “A part of the BSU 
Demands Team demands is to 
have a stand-alone building and 
a large space for Black students, 
so I hope that this is the start of 
that — of what’s to come.”

According to Louis, the 
suite previously functioned as 
a computer lab and lacks the 
sufficient capacity for OBSD to 
hold larger events or serve a large 
number of students in the space.

“This used to be the computer 
lab, but now it’s housing our staff,” 
she said. “It’s only so big, and so 
with a larger space, we’ll be able 
to welcome more students, staff, 
community members, faculty — to 
be able to do more in the space.”

Ross echoed a similar sentiment, 
describing the location of the 
OBSD suite as an “afterthought” 
of the administration.

“Just having that space for 
us, it’s really nice to know that 
it’s there, even though it is an 
afterthought for us to have it here 
[in the SRB],” Ross said.

Louis said she hopes students 
utilize the newly opened office as 
a place to study, receive academic 
advising and connect with the 
staff and the broader Black 
community.

“It’s been pretty amazing. The 
office has never had so many 
people in that room because 
we recently opened, and so I’m 
looking forward to people filling 
up that space and utilizing it for 
whatever they need — studying, 
events, building community and 
engaging.”

She also encouraged the 
student community to continue 
their activism work.

“Student activism is really 
important, and I hope that Black 
students of today remember that 
and remember their power and 
use their voice in their personal 
lives, academically and as 
they graduate from UCSB and  
beyond.”

and President Spencer Brandt.
Vice President of Community 

Engagement at Planned 
Parenthood California Central 
Coast Luz Reyes-Martín 
described to the crowd the rapid 
response coordinated by Planned 
Parenthood after the news broke.

“Overnight, our team at 
Planned Parenthood, along with 
partners and supporters all across 
the Central Coast, organized or 
supported rapid response rallies 
that are happening right now 
in five different locations across 
three counties,” she said.

President and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood California Central 
Coast Jenna Tosh said that the 

Politico leak conf irmed the 
program’s preexisting fears that 
the court would strike down Roe 
v. Wade. 

“A leak from Politico confirmed 
our worst fears, which is that the 
Supreme Court is gearing up to 
overrule 50 years of precedent 
and overturn the Roe v. Wade 
court decision, which established 
the right to safely and legally 
end a pregnancy in this country,” 
Tosh said. “I want to be clear that 
this is just a draft. It’s not the final 
ruling. Roe v. Wade is still the law 
of the land, but this is really an 
ominous warning.”

Reyes-Martín told the crowd to 
respond to the court’s decision by 

sharing their stories and donating 
to Planned Parenthood.

“You can volunteer, you can 
support your local Planned 
Parenthood and state and 
national abortion funds and, really 
importantly, you can share your 
story. Stories make a personal 
impact and make the situation a 
reality for so many people. Share 
your stories about what this 
means for you, what this means 
for the people you love [and] what 
this means for your community,” 
Reyes-Martín said.

Bertrand volunteers at the 
Planned Parenthood Central 
Coast Action Fund and said 
that the vote represents the will 

of special interest groups and 
Trump-appointed justices.

“We’re here tonight to say 
that our country must not go 
backwards. For almost 50 years,                                                                                      
the right to safe and legal 
abortion has been constitutionally 
protected,” he said. “The 
conservative majority on the 
Supreme Court, including three 
Trump justices, is advancing 
decades of work by special interests 
committed to overturning Roe 
and banning abortion.

“We need to get out the vote, 
both in June and November, and 
call on our policymakers at every 
level of government to stand up 
for reproductive justice,” Bertrand 

continued.
Hartmann spoke to the crowd 

about the importance of upholding 
the right to bodily autonomy.

“You cannot be an independent 
woman if you can’t have a say 
about when you’re going to have 
a child,” Hartmann said. “I can’t 
see how any of the other rights 
we have — freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion — [are safe] 
if you don’t have autonomy over 
your own physical person.”

Hundreds of rallygoers 
marched down State Street after 
the speeches concluded, yelling, 
“My body, my choice,” and other 
chants.

Tosh said that the event 

demonstrated the massive support 
for women’s reproductive rights 
and that Planned Parenthood 
California Central Coast is 
working to mobilize voters and 
volunteers to combat the court’s 
decision.

“Folks are waking up to realize 
that fundamental rights are at risk 
in this country,” Tosh said. “We’re 
urging them to get involved as 
volunteers, reach out to their 
local Planned Parenthood health 
center, certainly establish their 
voter registration if they haven’t 
already and, if people are able to, 
donate to Planned Parenthood 
and to abortion funds to support 
the right of every person.”

Isla Vista Community Services District Director Ethan Bertrand spoke 
to the hundreds of protesters.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

Protesters held homemade signs advocating for abortion rights and 
protesting the Supreme Court’s vote to end Roe v. Wade.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

Former State Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson urged Congress to pass 
laws that protect women’s reproductive health.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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A.S. TERMS IN REVIEW: Recap

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor

Amidst emergency responses 
and transitions between remote 
and in-person learning, 2021-22 
Associated Students President 
Yuval Cohen believes she was 
able to fulf ill the duties of her 
position and successfully serve 
the student body throughout 
her term. 

Cohen, a fourth-year political 
science and philosophy 
double major, campaigned on 
a platform of addressing two 
main issues: basic needs and 
academic support. 

Her goals pertaining to 
basic needs included mental 
health support and advocacy 
efforts; working with the 
Associated Students 
(A.S.) Food Bank; 
and suppor t ing 
u n d o c u m e n t e d 
students, according 
to Cohen. Cohen’s 
academic support 
goals included 
greater outreach 
to s tudents , 
establishing the 
24-hour on-campus 
cafe and working on 
the strategic vision 
plan that A.S. presidents 
have passed down 
throughout the years. 

“I def initely expanded on [my 
points] a lot more than I thought 
I would, which was pretty nice,” 
Cohen said. “I gave myself 
[the points of ] basic needs and 
academic support because that’s 
really what I wanted to mainly 
focus on.” 

By Cohen’s own account, 
the biggest project regarding 
mental health support that 
her off ice accomplished was a 
mental health town hall hosted 
in February over Zoom by the 
A.S. Off ice of the President 
(ASOP).  

During the town hall, A.S. 
members discussed UCSB’s 
mental health resources 
and identif ied areas for 
improvements based on student 
feedback. 

“We saw that a lot of students 
want to continue the one-on-
one conversations because the 
second half of the town hall 
involved everyone breaking into 
groups and getting to go to 
whoever they wanted to talk to,” 
Cohen said. “I def initely think 
there could be more programs 
surrounding that aspect of 
things and more direct outreach 
to the students.” 

Cohen credited the work 
done from her off ice to support 
undocumented students to 
Director of Dream Scholar 
Affairs and second-year political 
science major Joshua Ng, who 
took the lead on helping to 
organize and fund Immigrant 
Resilience Week — a series of 
events hosted by Undocumented 
Student Services (USS) that 
ASOP sponsors. 

“I think he did a great job 
this year of bridging the gap 
with USS … and it was nice 
to see how things have grown 
with that and working with the 
director of USS,” Cohen said. 

Cohen also restarted the 
Pearman Fellowship, which 
A.S. had paused at the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The fellowship allows f irst- and 
second-year students interested 
in getting involved with A.S. to 
shadow executives and gather 
institutional knowledge.

“The fellowship is a great 
opportunity because it teaches 
you about every single part of 
A.S., and you get to pick which 
off ice you want to be a fellow 
in and help out with projects 

or create your own projects,” 
Cohen said. “It’s helpful in 
my off ice because we have a 
position solely dedicated to 
working with the fellows.” 

Cohen also accomplished 
the implementation of a basic 
needs vending machine in the 
A.S. off ice — a project that was 
started two presidential terms 
ago but stalled due to the 
pandemic. 

“I’ve seen a lot of positive 
feedback with this machine,” 
Cohen said. “It’s a really great 
resource, and we’ve had so 
many other campuses reach out 
to us about wanting to bring 
it to their own 

campus.” 
D e s p i t e  t h e s e 

accomplishments , Cohen 
admitted there were diff iculties 
fulf illing some of her platform 
points. This included her plan 
for a 24-hour cafe, a project 
aimed at providing a safe space 
for students studying late, 
with Cohen speaking to the 
diff iculties of establishing this 
space.

“Just with COVID-19 and 
everything, I had to go in a 
dif ferent direction because 
everything was completely cut 
hours-wise, and I really tried for 
a few months to get this going,” 
she said.

Cohen attr ibuted her 
dif f iculties in completely 
fulf illing her term goals to the 
unprecedented circumstance of 
transitioning between remote 
and in-person learning, as well 
as the number of community 
emergencies that arose 
throughout the year.

“There were certain times 
where I’d want to be full gears 
on a dif ferent project, and 
something would come up,” she 
said. “A lot of this job was just 
random things coming up out 
of nowhere, having to put out 
the f ire.” 

Cohen touched on the 
controversy around Munger Hall 
and her communication with 
the administration to advocate 
for student voices against the 
building, even organizing a 
town hall in collaboration with 
the Isla Vista Tenants Union 
to speak about the housing 
crisis overall and the design of 
Munger Hall. 

“Student input was f inally 
being valued at that point and 
at least listened to, so that was 
good,” she said. 

The campus community 
contended with a variety of 
emergency situations during 
Cohen’s term, with a weeklong 
string of sexual assault cases 
occurring in Isla Vista, a UCSB 
student hiding a camera in 
the bathroom of an Isla Vista 
residence and a shooting on 
Del Playa Drive. In response 
to community outcry, Cohen 
formed the Safe Transportation 
Task Force to give students 
f iscal reimbursements after 

utilizing rideshare options to 
get home safely. 

“It seemed the best option 
to just give people the choice 
of what they wanted to use, 
like Uber, Lyft, even taxis, and 
apply for reimbursement,” she 
continued. “I always wish I 
could do more, but it was a 
little thing that helps students, 
especially in the nighttime, not 
to be walking alone.” 

Cohen is currently organizing 
a workshop for A.S. members 
to address the history of 
harassment and bullying within 
the association and renew a 
positive culture amongst its 
members. 

“It’s going to be an extensive 
workshop to have people talk 
about their experiences and 

what they want to see done 
differently,” she said.  

Cohen also spoke to 
the strategic vision plan 
— a longer-term A.S. 
planning guide that 
was initially established 
by 2014 A.S. President 
Jonathan Abboud to be 
completed by 2020. The 
plan was later revised 

and revamped in May 
2021 to be completed by 

2024. 
“There was a strategic 

vision [plan] for UCSB and 
one for Isla Vista,” Cohen said. 
“[Abboud] got all of A.S. to 
say what they wanted to see in 
three years — what projects they 
wanted to see fulf illed beyond 
their time here.” 

Cohen said she prioritized 
the goals outlined in the 
strategic plan, designating a 
position in her cabinet to keep 
in communication with other 
Boards, Commissions and Units 
to oversee the completion of 
such projects, such as creating 
a Coalition of Marginalized 
People and addressing student 
and community safety and 
accountability concerns. 

Beyond direct actions pursued 
by ASOP, Cohen ref lected on her 
involvement in the passage of 
the Nonpartisan Act — a recently 
passed piece of legislation that 
will ban senatorial and Internal 
Vice President candidates from 
running with political parties 
beginning next year — and their 
ultimate decision not to veto 
the bill. 

“I was very hesitant about 
it, and I was like, ‘Do I veto 
this?’” she said. “I had to have 
conversations with the authors 
again and the elections board, 
and I was honestly considering 
vetoing it.” 

Moving forward, Cohen said 
A.S. will have to make an active 
effort to prevent low voter 
turnout, a potential consequence 
of abolishing the party system.

Cohen expressed her hope 
that incoming A.S. President 
Gurleen Pabla is prepared for 
the trials and tribulations that 
come with the position. 

“Gurleen has seen a lot of my 
work since she’s my head of 
staff, but there’s a lot of work 
that she doesn’t see,” Cohen 
said. “There’s always something 
that’s going to come up, and 
you have to be ready to drop 
everything.” 

With her term coming to 
a close, Cohen thanked the 
student body for electing her as 
A.S. President this year. 

“This is def initely the best 
experience I’ll ever have and 
ever have had,” Cohen said. “I 
would not trade it for the world, 
and I think it’s really shaped 
who I am and taught me a lot 
of skills that I couldn’t have 
learned anywhere else. I’m very, 
very grateful.” 
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Esmeralda Quintero-Cubillan
Holly Rusch
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External Vice President for 
Statewide Affairs Esmeralda 
Quintero-Cubillan served with an 
extremely impactful and productive 
commitment to the student body’s 
needs during their 2022-23 term.  

Fifth-year sociology major 
Quintero-Cubillan — who 
simultaneously served as University 
of California Student Association 
(UCSA) president during their 
tenure — went above and beyond 
in their duties as External Vice 
President for Statewide Affairs 
(EVPSA) and UCSA president 
to advocate for all students, 
specifically the UC’s marginalized 
communities, through lobbying at 
the legislative, administrative and 
student body levels. 

They worked on a 
campaign to double the 
Pell Grant — the largest 
federal grant for students 
at public universities 
across the nation — that 
would increase the 
maximum grant by over 
$2,000. Additionally, 
they advocated for a $6 
million increase for foster 
youth in the UC system 
in the preliminary California 
state budget. Both policy 
initiatives have been included in 
the proposed upcoming federal 
and state budgets, respectively.

Quintero-Cubillan’s identity 
as a marginalized person in an 
institution “not built for me” was 
consistently at the forefront of their 
advocacy efforts both as EVPSA 
and as UCSA president. 

“We’re still fighting to secure 
other money to support our 
communities, but the reason we 
have that $6 million is because I’m 
a former foster youth who went 
to UCSA and I demanded that 
it be included in our portfolio,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said. “We went 
to the governor’s office and the 
governor’s office included [that] 
in their initial draft of the state 
budget.”

At UCSB, Quintero-Cubillan 
utilized the EVPSA budget to 
allocate $10,000 to basic needs 
resources for undocumented 
students, and they fought for 
increases in undocumented student 
services funding throughout the 
UC system. 

They also worked to find 
“legislative champions” for a 
variety of progressive, advocacy-
based bills, including AB 367 — a 
menstrual equity bill that would 
provide menstrual products free 
of charge in all California public 
learning institutions. Quintero-
Cubillan also advocated for SB 118 
— which changes how a California 
environmental law applies to 
colleges and saved UC Berkeley 
from cutting nearly 400 admitted 
students — among a plethora of 
others. 

Quintero-Cubillan originally 
ran for EVPSA on a platform of 
combating tuition hikes, tackling 
basic needs such as housing 
and food insecurity, ushering a 
safe transition back to in-person 
instruction and advocating 
for environmental ethics and 
responsibility. 

The UC Regents did vote to 
approve a multiyear tuition raise 
last July despite Quintero-Cubillan 
mobilizing students across the 
UC to protest the raise. However, 
their EVPSA and UCSA offices 
were able to implement several 
student-serving compromises 
to the original plan, including a 
five-year reaffirmation vote and 
an increased return to aid within 
tuition.

“We increased the amount of 
revenue that would be used in 
something called returns to aid. 
Return to aid is money taken out 

of tuition dollars and redistributed 
out through scholarships and other 
financial aid forms. That, I think, 
was a massive victory.”

Quintero-Cubillan worked 
to fulfill another platform point 
— implementing a safe return to 
in-person instruction — amidst a 
lack of planning on the university 
administration’s part. 

“I was fucking fighting with 
the admin. I was fighting with 
Chancellor [Henry T.] Yang, I was 
fighting with the COVID-19 Task 
Force,” they said. “I was the one 
who was legitimately yelling in 
these meetings, demanding that 
they do something, because I was 
t e r r i f i e d [ t h a t ] 

nothing had been planned.”
“But when we fought for 

it, we were able to get COVID 
restrictions that were not nearly 
enough but were at least something 
to protect students. I think that was 
a policy win,” Quintero-Cubillan 
continued. 

During their term, Quintero-
Cubillan also advocated on behalf 
of the student body directly to 
university administration on issues 
like the controversial Munger Hall 
dorm design. 

After touring the original 
Munger Hall mock-up alongside 
other UCSB student executives, 
Quintero-Cubillan went to the UC 
Regents and UC President Michael 
V. Drake to inform them of the 
mental health crisis Munger Hall 
posed to students. 

Quintero-Cubillan’s work also 
purposefully prioritized providing 
direct aid to marginalized 
communities. In their capacity 
both as EVPSA and UCSA 
president, they have redistributed 
funding to a variety of identity-
based organizations.

“I’m in a place of institutional 
power. I am in a place of having 
great inf luence, and I’m in a 
position in which I’ve never 
occupied before,” they said. “How 
do I, as someone who considers 
myself radical, who considers 
myself a leftist and anti-capitalist, 
going to distribute these funds in 
ways that I think are meaningful, 
important and help sustain the 
community on campus?”

“At the end of the day, it’s not my 
job to do that work on campus. I am 
solely an external representative,” 
Quintero-Cubillan continued. “I 
represent us outside of the realm 
of our campus. But because I have 
that privilege, I see it as my job to 
redistribute institutional funds.”

Presently, they have given over 
$55,000 cumulatively to student 
groups, including UCSB’s Nikkei 
Student Union and Black Student 
Union, as well as a variety of cultural 
groups’ graduation ceremonies. 

“I fought tooth and nail to get 
[to UCSB],” Quintero-Cubillan said 
of their experience as a transfer 
student. “When I got here, people 
actually took a chance on me, and 
I cannot see any way that I leave 
this position without giving back 
to these communities. And this is 
the way that I can give it back to 
them.” 

As UCSA president — which 
Quintero-Cubillan acknowledged 
was at times a traumatizing and 
difficult role, and one where they 
often dealt with transmisogyny — 
they worked to bolster the advocacy 
framework of the organization and 
support organizing campaigns that 
uplift marginalized students. 

“I’ve always seen two of the most 
important campaigns being Racial 
Justice NOW! and Acquire, aka 
the two campaigns that have the 
most involvement from students 
of color and other marginalized 
identities,” they said. “That was 
me as president, emphasizing the 
importance of these campaigns, 
and something that I’m still 
working on.”

During their tenure as president, 
they also successfully obtained 

retroactive pay for UCSA 
employees who did not 

receive compensation for 
their work and worked 
alongside Student 
Regent Alexis Atsilvsgi 
Zaragoza to implement 
the UC Native American 
Opportunity Plan — 
which provides free 
UC tuition to California 

members of federally 
recognized indigenous 

tribes. 
Quintero-Cubillan spoke 

emotionally to what they felt was 
one of their “biggest blows” while 
in office: not being able to stop the 
creation of the controversial Thirty 
Meter Telescope (TMT), which 
is slated to be built on the sacred 
Native Hawaiian land Mauna 
Kea, during a meeting with UC 
President Drake. 

“I told him, ‘This project will 
genocide an entire Indigenous 
peoples’ group. I am begging 
you, please do not do this, as 
an Indigenous student and as 
someone whose tribe was first in 
contact with colonization before 
anyone else, please do not do it 
to us. Please do not kill another 
Indigenous peoples’ group,’” they 
said.

TMT is continuing to move 
forward with the project, as the UC 
continues to annually invest in the 
endeavor and is currently seeking 
federal funding for the project. 

“I thought going into that 
meeting, if anyone could persuade 
him, it would be me because I 
spent the last two years learning 
how to talk to people. Learning 
how to talk in a way that makes 
people care about what I have to 
say. And it still wasn’t enough, and 
I felt like I failed my promise to 
my own community,” Quintero-
Cubillan continued. 

Throughout their time in 
office, a passion for empowering 
and advocating for marginalized 
communities from a place of 
empathy and lived experience 
remained the clear center of 
Quintero-Cubillan’s work, from the 
structure and mission of the EVPSA 
office — which they reformed to 
ensure safety and wellbeing for 
the majority QTBIPOC staff — to 
the time they spent advocating for 
individual marginalized students 
who reached out for their help. 

“What keeps me going and what 
empowers me is thinking of how 
the ancestors fought for me to 
be here and how I was a direct 
product of their resilience, their 
care and their love, that has always 
sustained me,” Quintero-Cubillan 
said.

“It is so important to me that 
marginalized students on this 
campus see someone like me, 
see someone like them, fighting 
for them and understand, 
fundamentally, I am here for 
them. I’m here because they took 
a chance on me, and I will return 
everything back to them.”
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During their 2021-22 term as 
Student Advocate General, Geovany 
Lucero fought within the Office of 
the Student Advocate to hold the 
university accountable to student 
needs and tackle key community 
issues, including police accountability, 
COVID-19 response measures, the 
local housing crisis and the Munger 
Hall project.

The Student Advocate General 
(S.A.G.) is an executive, nonpartisan 
position that acts as a liaison between 
the university and its student body, 
provides free and confidential peer 
support to students and directly 
advocates for students in the face of 
administration. 

Lucero, a fifth-year feminist 
studies major, ref lected 
positively on the Office of the 
Student Advocate’s (OSA) 
achievements this year.

“The OSA has 
completely redefined and 
rebranded what student 
advocacy is going to look 
like, not only in A.S. but 
across UCSB,” Lucero 
said. “We’ve achieved 
many new relationships, we 
have changed university and 
A.S. policy, we have created 
new opportunities and forms of 
accountability that are the first of its 
kind and have never been done in 
UCSB history, and I feel so lucky to 
have had an office that was able to 
help me with all of that.”

Lucero, who stepped into the 
position after serving as the S.A.G. 
Deputy Chief of Staff last year and 
ran on a platform of serving under-
resourced communities, said their 
prior experience within the office 
gave them insight into the role of 
S.A.G. and its responsibilities.

The most significant effort of the 
OSA in the last three years was the 
promotion of the office itself in order 
to increase awareness of its services, 
according to Lucero. They continued 
this past work of promoting the OSA 
to students by collaborating with 
campus organizations, coordinating 
outreach and participating in town 
hall events throughout the year.

In addition, Lucero aimed 
to increase accessibility and 
transparency of OSA operations by 
giving regular updates in the Senate 
on the office’s work and sending 
quarterly emails to the student body.

Lucero also spoke to their effort to 
legitimize the OSA in the eyes of the 
university, achieved by establishing 
individual relationships with various 
administrators and campus entities.

“There was a lot of institutional 
pushback as far as not really believing 
in the authority of the OSA, and 
that was something that we had to 
emphasize in every space that we 
took up, in every meeting that we 
had,” they said.

OSA surveyed students about the 
Munger Hall project and received 
over 4,000 responses, of which an 
overwhelming majority stated their 
opposition to its proposed design. 
During their tour of the Munger Hall 
mock-up, Lucero said they presented 
the survey results to Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang.

“I went directly to the Chancellor, 
and I showed him the survey with 
my little cracked phone screen, and 
I said, ‘This is what your students 
think about this project. They don’t 
want this, I don’t want this. You 
can’t let this happen. You need to do 
better,’” Lucero said. “Whether or 
not he took that and is going to agree 
with it and make changes, that’s up 
to him, but I am glad to share with 
students that he heard you.”

OSA also surveyed over 4,000 
students on whether they would 
want a return to in-person instruction 
for winter quarter, amidst the spread 
of the omicron variant.

This occurred as part of OSA’s 
broader involvement in the 

university’s COVID-19 response. 
Lucero held meetings with Yang, 
administrators and the COVID-
19 Response Team, in which they 
pushed for more testing and more 
testing locations. Lucero also said 
they successfully advocated for the 
expansion of UCSB’s quarantine 
housing to accommodate students 
living in non-university owned 
housing.

“It has not been easy dealing with 
the return to campus, dealing with 
COVID, dealing with the spikes, 
dealing with community crises and 
all these kinds of issues being thrown 
at us,” Lucero said. “Despite all of 
these things, we managed to not only 

f u l f i l l 
our job but really push and expand 
the power and authority of being a 
service to our students this year.”

Another advocacy effort 
undertaken by the OSA was voicing 
the needs of students housed 
in local hotels — a temporary 
accommodation offered by the 
university as an emergency solution 
to the ongoing housing shortage.

Lucero said they urged UCSB 
administration to offer adequate 
transportation services and worked 
to provide water filters and small, 
portable desks to students in hotel 
housing, although OSA abandoned 
the project in light of students’ 
relocation to university-owned 
housing.

In addition, Lucero said their office 
conducted a survey — sent to the 245 
students housed in hotels at the time 
— about their living conditions. OSA 
also ensured that those students 
received an informational f lier, 
both via email and physical copy, of 
available basic needs resources and 
opportunities for financial assistance.

Spearheading efforts to reform 
police accountability, Lucero 
saw their efforts come to fruition 
during their term with the launch 
of a UC Police Department (UCPD) 
complaint form.

The form offers students a safe 
and confidential avenue to report 
police misconduct or express any 
grievances through a process fully 
independent from the police and 
solely managed by OSA, Lucero 
said.

Progress to create this form 
began during the 2020-21 academic 
year, when Lucero met with the 
UCSB Police Advisory Board and 
recommended its implementation, 
a request they said was met with 
bureaucratic pushback.

“The UCPD complaint form was 
a recommendation that I gave last 
year to the board to implement 
themselves, and they didn’t accept 
it,” Lucero said. “They thought it was 
too radical and that it would require 
much more work.”

Despite this progress, Lucero said 
some of their passion projects for 
the OSA were derailed by other 
issues that consumed their time and 
attention as well as the fall quarter 
training of a mostly new staff.

For instance, the development of an 
educational class for academic credit 
centered around student activism 
— an initiative pursued by previous 

S.A.G.s — never materialized during 
their term. 

Lucero also did not accomplish 
reformations to the university’s 
penalization of self-plagiarism, 
which was one of their campaign 
promises. In reflection, they said 
eradicating such a policy would 
require a concerted, long-term effort 
going beyond their single term.

“I understand now, having the 
experience and wisdom that I’ve 
gained from serving this year, that 
even if I had that conversation 
around that policy back in the fall, 
even [during] Week 1, I probably 
wouldn’t have been able to change 
that policy by the end of my term,” 
Lucero said.

Lucero reflected on their leadership 
as S.A.G., a position tasked with 

overseeing an executive office 
and its internal staff.

“I was tested and pushed 
to my limits because I’ve 
always considered myself 
a leader and an advocate, 
but I have never really 
been in charge of a 
group of students,” they 
said. “I’ve never had 
to delegate tasks that 

would impact thousands 
of other people.”
Four staff members 

resigned during Lucero’s 
term. Nevertheless, they 

expressed feeling incredibly well-
supported by the staff “with a sincere 
passion to help students and improve 
their community and campus.”

“They taught me so much more 
about working as a team, working as 
a group and working on the basis of 
love and care for our students and for 
our community,” Lucero said. 

Offering consultation, help and 
representation to students involved 
in disputes with the university is 
a central job of the OSA. Lucero 
said the office received a much 
higher caseload this year than the 
year prior, with the staff taking in 
a minimum of 20 cases total and 
Lucero personally handling at least 
11 cases.

They said some issues with the 
case intake process arose this year 
and that staff sometimes failed to 
respond to student inquiries in a 
timely manner.

“There were some complications 
throughout the year because our 
website and appointment outlet is a 
little hard to navigate,” Lucero said.

However, Lucero said they made 
it a priority to offer frequent and 
repeated check-ins, reaching out 
to case recipients at least twice 
following their last appointment or 
interaction, in a show of continual 
support.

Lucero emphasized that their 
advocacy efforts represent an initial 
step in repairing the student body’s 
image of A.S. and redressing harm.

“I think that students are justified 
in their fear, anxiety, and maybe 
even denial of A.S. being a place 
of opportunity to do change and 
be good,” they said. “While all 
those things are still true about our 
association, at least for now, my 
office did something a little bit that 
shows that we were putting students 
as our first priority.”

Lucero expressed hope that their 
achievements as S.A.G. will leave a 
lasting legacy.

“I now know that I’m leaving a 
legacy in this association and on 
this campus that is going to help 
students now and students three, 10 
generations from now,” Lucero said. 

“Continue to hold this office 
accountable, continue to hold this 
university accountable. But always 
make sure that in that accountability, 
we are aiming for improvement and 
care and not harm and violence, and 
that at the end of the day despite our 
differences, we aim to come together 
and make a better place for all of us.”

Term in Review: EVPLA
 Shannon Sweeney

Atmika Iyer
Lead News Editor

The 2021-22 External Vice 
President for Local Af fairs 
Shannon Sweeney served 
the Isla Vista community as 
the student body returned to 
in-person learning following 
a year and a half of remote 
learning. 

Sweeney, a four th-year 
environmental studies and 
sociology double major, 
completed a majority of the 
platform points she ran on. 
These included ensuring 
adequate housing options for 
students, bringing back Isla 
Vista open markets, showcasing 
local talent, documenting rent 
increases and expanding 
the Restorative Justice 
Program.

Sweeney prioritized 
providing accessible 
services during her 
term, holding regular 
workshops for students 
to know their rights 
ahead of Halloween 
and Deltopia as well 
as naloxone workshops 
through the UC Santa 
Barbara Alcohol & Drug 
Program, among others. 

Sweeney also had to contend 
with the housing crisis as the 
school year began, advocating 
on students’ behalf to ensure 
that the university was 
providing suff icient resources 
— including hotel housing — 
during the housing crisis. 

“All the execs star ted 
meeting with the housing 
team, and we were having 
these conversations about 
‘What is fair housing for them, 
and also what resources will 
be provided at the hotels. 
Will they be close to bus 
lines? What’s the parking 
[situation]? ’” Sweeney said. 
“Putting pressure on them to 
make sure every little thing 
that could be an issue for those 
students — how would they 
address that?” 

In addition, Sweeney held 
CalFresh enrollment parties 
at the hotels in which 
students were provided 
accommodations early in the 
year.

Sweeney a lso col lected 
data about rental increases 
throughout her term and 
plans to publish the results 
online so students can have 
the necessary information to 
advocate for themselves. 

“I think transparency is 
also super important when it 
comes to tenants’ rights. So, 
like, having that information 
available to them, once we’re 
able to have our website 
up and running, is super 
important,” Sweeney said. 
“So, giving tenants that, like, 
bargaining power as well as 
the workshops we did — I think 
education is really key.” 

Sweeney also worked with 
the UCSB Police Department 
(UCPD) to potentially expand 
the number of citations that 
can be resolved through the 
Restorative Justice Program 
but c ited cooperat ive 
dif f iculties in working with 
the Santa Barbara County 
Sherif f ’s Off ice.

“With the sher i f f ’s 
department, basically, it’s up 
to the [district attorney],” 
Sweeney said. “I think the best 
bet is going through UCPD 
to expand the program and, 
obviously, it ’s not perfect 
because I think the county 
would be better service for 
everyone, but it’s going to be 
through UCPD.” 

The only task Sweeney was 

unable to accomplish was 
re-opening the Pardall Center, 
which was a result of staf f ing 
def iciencies within the center, 
according to Sweeney. 

“The Pardall Center, the staf f 
member who ran it, left and 
moved to Mexico,” Sweeney 
said. “So, that set things back, 
as well as they’ve been short-
staf fed the entire year. And 
so, they’ve been trying to hire 
more people, but [they are] … 
having trouble f inding people 
to staf f it because, usually, it’s 
… super long hours.” 

Despite this, Sweeney helped 
cultivate t h e 

Parda l l 
Center to be a center for 
resources like printing services. 

Sweeney was quick to listen 
and address student concerns. 
For example, af ter hearing 
student feedback regarding 
the previous lack of trigger 
warnings on timely warnings, 
Sweeney succeeded in adding 
trigger warnings to timely 
warnings in a collaborative 
ef for t with Assoc iated 
Students Students Against 
Sexual Assault and UCPD.

“I ’ve had so many 
conversations about those 
and how to report them 
in a way that better serves 
students. They’re getting a 
timely warning and emergency 
warning review committee for 
the end of the year,” Sweeney 
said. “It’s also like sharing 
this information with care 
because it’s so sensitive. How 
are we wording the trigger 
warnings? What resources are 
we including?” 

According to Sweeney, 
emergency warnings need 
to be handled dif ferently 
than trigger warnings, and 
she worked to increase their 
expediency. 

“On the other hand, 
emergency warnings, like, the 
goal of those is to get them out 
as fast as possible. If there’s 
a f ire or you got an active 
shooter, people are not going 
to be as mad about the specif ic 
wording rather than how fast 
they found out about it,” she 
continued. 

Sweeney is sti l l working 
to ensure that emergency 
noti f icat ions and t imely 
warnings are sent to the 
broader Isla Vista community, 
including Santa Barbara 
City College students and 
permanent residents. 

Sweeney was a lso an 
advocate of reforming the 
Police Advisory Board and 
successfully pushed for a 
Police Accountability Board 
(PAB) with more student 
representation and training on 
the functions of UCPD. 

“[Those serving on the Police 
Advisory Board] really have no 
knowledge of UCPD policies 
or campus policies, so having 
people come in and provide 
trainings on how UCPD 
functions and how our campus 

functions, as well as having, 
like, the CLERY coordinator 
come and present,” Sweeney 
said. 

“Literally, people just didn’t 
know about it, and I was 
training other members of 
the board who were staf f and 
faculty members, which was 
ridiculous because this is not 
my job, and you should know 
this if you’re on the police 
advisory board.” 

Sweeney’s ef forts to increase 
the number of students on PAB 
were ultimately successful, 
with more students now 
serving on the board. 

“As the only student on the 
board, I was constantly asked, 

‘What is every student’s 
opinion on this? ’ And 

I’m like, ‘Well, there’s 
dif ferent ones. This 
is what I’m hearing, 
and I can’t voice 
everyone’s opinion,’” 
she said. “Students 
are the group who 
are most likely to 
have interac t ion 

with police — they 
should be the most 

representative group on 
this board.” 
Currently, Sweeney is also 

in the f inal stages of ensuring 
that community safety off icers 
are trained to respond to 
cases of overdoses and carry 
naloxone. 

“I’ve been wanting this since 
freshman year, and I’ve been 
asking you about it, and so 
it’s in review right now. So, 
I’m really hoping that goes 
through, but it’s just something 
that makes too much sense, 
in my opinion,” Sweeney said. 

During her term, Sweeney 
responded to severa l 
local incidents impacting 
student safety: a shooting, 
a student hiding cameras in 
the bathroom of a private 
residence and a kidnapper 
who remained at large for 
a week. As External Vice 
President for Local Af fairs, 
she held conversations with 
concerned students and 
acted as an intermediary 
between law enforcement and 
students.

Regarding the incident 
involving invasion of privacy, 
Sweeney helped the original 
individuals who found the 
camera in their residences f ile 
police reports. 

“With all the safety issues 
going on, full transparency, I 
did not think I would be on 
the phone with the sherif f ’s 
depar tment at midnight, 
yelling at them, ‘When is he 
going to be released?’” Sweeney 
said, referencing her struggle 
to obtain information from 
law enforcement regarding 
the incident. “[Also], survivors 
had come to me before [news] 
broke, so [I was] doing the 
work of helping people report 
things.” 

Sweeney said that she is 
“happy with [her] term and 
was happy to be a part of the 
transition back to campus,” 
but that a good portion of 
her time that could have been 
devoted to other projects was 
ultimately spent on “advocating 
for better policies surrounding 
housing and COVID to the 
administration.” 

“I think the most important 
thing I’ve been able to do 
is help the students right in 
front of me — really be able 
to connect them to resources 
or just change one little thing 
that makes their li fe easier 
— and that I think it’s really 
important,” Sweeney said. 

 Term in Review: S.A.G.
Geovany Lucero 

The Nexus has compiled profiles of our current Associated Students-elected officials to reflect on their past year in office. As they look 
back on their campaign platforms, we asked our elected officials to tell us about their successes and shortfalls throughout their terms. 
The Nexus has provided terms in review for the positions of President, EVPSA, EVPLA and S.A.G. Internal Vice President Bee Schaefer 
was unable to provide the Nexus with a term-in-review interview.
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sociology double major, 
completed a majority of the 
platform points she ran on. 
These included ensuring 
adequate housing options for 
students, bringing back Isla 
Vista open markets, showcasing 
local talent, documenting rent 
increases and expanding 
the Restorative Justice 

Sweeney prioritized 
providing accessible 
services during her 
term, holding regular 
workshops for students 
to know their rights 
ahead of Halloween 
and Deltopia as well 
as naloxone workshops 
through the UC Santa 
Barbara Alcohol & Drug 
Program, among others. 

Sweeney also had to contend 
with the housing crisis as the 
school year began, advocating 
on students’ behalf to ensure 

having trouble f inding people 
to staf f it because, usually, it’s 
… super long hours.” 

Despite this, Sweeney helped 
cultivate t h e 

Parda l l 
Center to be a center for 

Sweeney’s ef forts to increase 
the number of students on PAB 
were ultimately successful, 
with more students now 
serving on the board. 

“As the only student on the 
board, I was constantly asked, 

‘What is every student’s 
opinion on this? ’ And 

I’m like, ‘Well, there’s 
dif ferent ones. This 
is what I’m hearing, 
and I can’t voice 
everyone’s opinion,’” 
she said. “Students 
are the group who 
are most likely to 
have interac t ion 

with police — they 
should be the most 

representative group on 
this board.” 
Currently, Sweeney is also 

in the f inal stages of ensuring 
that community safety off icers 
are trained to respond to 
cases of overdoses and carry 

(S.A.G.) is an executive, nonpartisan 
position that acts as a liaison between 
the university and its student body, 
provides free and confidential peer 
support to students and directly 
advocates for students in the face of 

Lucero, a fifth-year feminist 
studies major, ref lected 
positively on the Office of the 
Student Advocate’s (OSA) 
achievements this year.

“The OSA has 
completely redefined and 
rebranded what student 
advocacy is going to look 
like, not only in A.S. but 
across UCSB,” Lucero 
said. “We’ve achieved 
many new relationships, we 
have changed university and 
A.S. policy, we have created 
new opportunities and forms of 
accountability that are the first of its 
kind and have never been done in 
UCSB history, and I feel so lucky to 
have had an office that was able to 
help me with all of that.”

Lucero, who stepped into the 
position after serving as the S.A.G. 
Deputy Chief of Staff last year and 

dealing with community crises and 
all these kinds of issues being thrown 
at us,” Lucero said. “Despite all of 
these things, we managed to not only 

f u l f i l l 
our job but really push and expand 
the power and authority of being a 
service to our students this year.”

Another advocacy effort 

around that policy back in the fall, 
even [during] Week 1, I probably 
wouldn’t have been able to change 
that policy by the end of my term,” 
Lucero said.

Lucero reflected on their leadership 
as S.A.G., a position tasked with 

overseeing an executive office 
and its internal staff.

“I was tested and pushed 
to my limits because I’ve 
always considered myself 
a leader and an advocate, 
but I have never really 
been in charge of a 
group of students,” they 
said. “I’ve never had 
to delegate tasks that 

would impact thousands 
of other people.”
Four staff members 

resigned during Lucero’s 
term. Nevertheless, they 

expressed feeling incredibly well-
supported by the staff “with a sincere 
passion to help students and improve 
their community and campus.”

“They taught me so much more 
about working as a team, working as 
a group and working on the basis of 
love and care for our students and for 

Courtesy of Geovany Lucero

Courtesy of Shannon Sweeney
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TURNING POINT

Point organization. During the 
trip, Corey and others posed for 
pictures with notable conservative 
figures, including TPUSA founder 
Charlie Kirk and former Trump 
administration White House Press 
Secretary Kayleigh McEnany. 

The chapter held its first official 
event on April 21 at Elks Lodge 
Santa Barbara, where around 
40 students and community 
members attended to hear from 
conservative speakers Doyle and 
Schwemmer.

“I really appreciate the support 
for our chapter’s f irst off icial 

event,” Corbett told the crowd at 
the event. “I would like to think                                                                           
of it as true grassroots 
conservatism, just a couple of 
people getting together with 
a couple of ideas and putting 
together an event.”

The keynote speaker was 
Doyle, a 22-year-old conservative 
political commentator and host of 
“Heck Off, Commie!” on YouTube, 
a channel that has amassed over 
28 million views.

Doyle spoke out against 
same-sex marriage and blamed 
immigration as well as U.S. foreign 

policy for what he perceives to 
be a decline in the “American 
standard of living,” particularly in 
California. 

“We do not believe in validating 
a same-sex lifestyle and act 
because we want people to 
abstain from sin,” Doyle said. “So, 
therefore, if we ask people to 
abstain from sin and if we take the 
moral position as we should, that 
we will not allow sin to become 
commonplace in our society, that 
is not an act of hate. That is an 
act of love.”

“If we as Americans can go 

out on the offensive to take our 
country back, to make America 
great again, we’re gonna have a 
much more beautiful place, [and] 
we can make California great 
again,” he continued.

The university made clear that it 
was not connected to the TPUSA 
at UCSB event in the days leading 
up to it, taking to Twitter to write 
that it “is not a UCSB-registered 
event and it is not taking place on 
campus.” 

Doyle called the university’s 
act of distancing itself from the 
speaker event a “disgrace.”

“We are not at the university, 
we had to separate ourselves from 
the university,” he said. “I think 
it is a disgrace not only to the 
university but to the student body, 
and they should be ashamed of 
themselves.”

Corbett said that UCSB’s 
Twitter statement contradicted the 
university’s belief in supporting a 
diversity of viewpoints on campus.

“It definitely sends a message 
that the administration doesn’t 
really stand by its supposed belief 
in diversity of thought,” he said. 
“I’d say that the admin is not as 

supportive [of Turning Point] as 
they are of leftist groups.”

The university did not respond 
when asked about any alleged 
bias.

Turning Point hopes to continue 
growing its presence at UCSB as it 
plans for future events. 

“My aspirations for the group 
next year are the same as they 
were this year, [to] provide a place 
for people to debate new and 
interesting ideas,” Corbett said. 

Cameron Clark contributed to this 
article.

Joshua Yepez Martinez
Photographer

Local band Modern Genre shot its first music video, “A Different 
Kind of IV: A Tribute to Isla Vista, CA,” in Isla Vista in April. The 
Nexus captured photos of the behind-the-scenes process of the video 
shoot. 

The crew films Nick Vinan during a fight scene for the music video.
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Gregg Lawrence makes a “snow angel” in a pile of solo cups.

Gregg Lawrence dips his partner for a dancing scene in the music video. 

Asiana Weddington and Nick Vinan sharing a hug while shooting. Modern Genre performs “A Different Kind of IV: A Tribute to Isla Vista, CA” on set. 

Asiana Weddington and Nick Vinan smile after the last shot of the music video.



SPORTS
The NFL draft took place last 

Thursday, with some major moves 
taking place. Hollywood Brown 
was sent to the Cardinals, while 
A.J. Brown was shipped off to 

the Eagles, where he immediately 
signed an extension. 

Armchair QB
After being crowned the Big West 

Tournament Champions this past weekend, 
the No. 27-ranked UCSB women’s tennis 
team will move into the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament to face No. 25 Kansas.

UCSB Athletics
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Dramatic Championship Weekend for Gauchos’ Tennis

This weekend, at the Barnes 
Tennis Center in San Diego, 
the red-hot UCSB women’s and 
men’s tennis teams made the 
school proud when both teams 
advanced to the Big West 
Tournament Championships, 
and one earned a guaranteed 
spot in the NCAA Tournament. 
Both teams continued win 
streaks that have earned them 
top-seeded statuses this season, 
making them formidable 
opponents for any of the other 
teams unlucky enough to go 
head to head with them.

On Friday, the women’s 
tennis team faced Cal State 
Fullerton, in which they shut 
out the Titans 4-1. In almost 
every single doubles and 
singles match, the ladies pulled 
out a victory — often by large 
margins. In the singles events, 
there were 3 straight-set wins. 
And within the singles category, 
two athletes — freshman 
Amelia Honer and sophomore 
Camille Kiss — continued 
impressive win streaks of 

their own. Honer, who played 
in the Junior US Open and 
was the 2021 National Clay 
Court Champion, achieved 
a 10-match winning streak. 
And Kiss, the Big West Team 
Champion and last year’s Big 
West Freshman of the Year, 
won her 6th consecutive singles 
win. Overall, the ladies’ tennis 
team achieved 10 straight 
victories in the Big West, in 
which they remain undefeated, 
and are aiming to continue 
this trajectory of success. On 
the day of the championship 
on Saturday, the ladies were 
expected to pull out a win to 
bring the Gauchos their second 
title in a row and their 10th of 
all time. The score at the end of 
the tournament was 4-1 against 
the Cal Poly Mustangs. Notable 
performances on Saturday 
included the doubles teams 
of Honer and Kira Reuter, 
graduate student Elizaveta 
Volodko and senior Shakhnoza 
Khatamova, and juniors Marta 
Gonzalez Ballbe and Kiss. The 
doubles teams swept all their 
matches during their meeting 
with the Mustangs. Nearly 

every Gaucho in the singles 
category earned a victory 
as well. Arguably, the most 
impressive victory belonged 
to freshman Filippa Bruu-
Syversen, who won her match 
6-1, 6-0 in a dominant victory. 
Congratulations are in order, as 
this clinched the women’s team 
a spot in the NCAA Division 
I championship, for which, on 
May 2, their f irst competitor 
will be announced.

On Saturday, the men’s 
tennis team faced off against 
the University of Hawai‘i 
Rainbow Warriors. This was 
the one match that stood in 
the way of the Gauchos’ men’s 
team reaching the Big West 
Tournament and was also 
a grudge match against the 
one team that defeated the 
Gauchos this season within the 
Big West conference. But in the 
end, the No. 1-seed Gauchos 
won 4 matches to 1 against 
Hawai‘i, and the clinching 
victory came from sophomore 
Phillip Jordan when he defeated 
Hawai‘i’s Andre Ilagan in a 
come-from-behind victory to 
put the Gauchos in the f inals. 

However, in the championship 
on Sunday, against the UC 
Irvine Anteaters, the Gauchos’ 
men’s team came up just short 
of being Big West Champions 
for the seventh consecutive 
year. However, the unfortunate 
loss did not come without some 
edge-of-your-seat thrills. The 
Gauchos led early on with 2 
matches to 1, but the Anteaters 
rallied in the latter half of the 
meeting with UC Santa Barbara 
as the Gauchos eventually fell 
4 matches to 2. Still, the teams 
of sophomores Phillip Jordan 
and Kai Brady, as well as 
senior Stefano Tsorotiotis and 
freshman Gianluca Brunkow, 
were able to pull out wins in the 
doubles category; additionally 
Brunkow and sophomore 
Pablo Masjuan took home the 
wins in the singles category. 
Nevertheless, not all hope is 
lost for the men’s tennis squad, 
as they aim for an at-large bid 
to compete in the upcoming 
NCAA Division I men’s tennis 
bracket selection show this 
Monday, which decides the 
competitions for the NCAA 
tournament. NEXUS FILE PHOTO

This weekend marked the end 
of the first round of the NBA 2022 
playoffs, which did not feature 
marquee players like LeBron 
James, Damian Lillard and Kawhi 
Leonard. In the midst of these 
notable absences, the first round 
of the playoffs still featured young 
stars like Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
Jayson Tatum and Ja Morant. 

In the Western Conference 
matchup of the No. 1 seed Phoenix 
Suns versus the No. 8 seed New 
Orleans Pelicans, it saw the Suns 
taking the 4-2 series win behind 
the dominance of the pick-and-
roll game of Chris Paul, with star 
guard Devin Booker being injured 
for a majority of the series. 

In the matchup of the No. 5 
seed Utah Jazz and the No. 4 seed 
Dallas Mavericks, it also came 
down to a 6-game series, with 
the Mavericks prevailing. The 
Mavericks, like the Suns, were 
met with the injury bug as their 
star point guard Luka Dončić was 
out the first couple of games, 
during which backup point guard 
Jalen Brunson carried the load. 
This may end the regime of Rudy 
Gobert and Donovan Mitchell, as 
many point to sources saying the 
two have not meshed and will be 

looking to separate. 
The No. 3 seed Golden State 

Warriors beat the Denver Nuggets 
in 5 games behind a quality team 
series. The Nuggets’ MVP center 
Nikola Jokić was not enough to 
overcome the f irepower from 
Klay Thompson, Jordan Poole, 
Draymond Green and Stephen 
Curry. 

The final Western Conference 
series had the No. 2 seed Memphis 
Grizzlies beating the No. 7 seed 
Minnesota Timberwolves in a 
6-game series. The Grizzlies were 
led by the duo of young guards 
Ja Morant and Desmond Bane, 
while the Timberwolves stayed 
close in the series behind Karl-
Anthony Towns, D’angelo Russell 
and Anthony Edwards. 

The Eastern Conference had a 
more lopsided series in the first 
round of the playoffs. It started 
with Jimmy Butler and Bam 
Adebayo on the No. 1 seed Miami 
Heat beating the No. 8 seed 
Atlanta Hawks, which featured 
a struggling Trae Young in the 
series. 

No. 4 seed Philadelphia 76ers 
beat the No. 5 seed Toronto 
Raptors in the longest series in 
the East, which went 6 games. 
Although the Raptors fell short, 
it was a great experience for their 
young core of Scottie Barnes, 

Pascal Siakam, Gary Trent Jr. 
and OG Anunoby. On the other 
hand, the 76ers will have an 
uphill battle trying to continue in 
the next series without their star 
center Joel Embiid. 

The defending champion 
Milwaukee Bucks took care 
of the newly constructed 
Chicago Bulls team in 5 games. 
Antetokounmpo showed his 
playoff experience taking over 
the series game by game, while 
co-star Khris Middleton suffered 
an injury that will keep him out 
for a significant portion of the 
series. 

The last series of the f irst 
round featured the Boston 
Celtics sweeping the Brooklyn 
Nets. Many thought the Nets 
could pull off the first round 
upset since they were to feature 
the perennial stars Kyrie Irving 
and Kevin Durant. However, 
the young stars of the Celtics, 
like defensive player of the year 
Marcus Smart and all-star Jayson 
Tatum, were able to play sound 
defense with efficient scoring. 

With no upsets occurring in 
the first round of the playoffs, the 
big favorite to pull off the upset 
has to be the Bucks — already up 
1-0 in the second round — and 
the Warriors, who are finally 
fully healthy this season. 

After losing a 3-game win 
streak against the USC Trojans 
last Tuesday, the UC Santa 
Barbara Gauchos were quick 
to rebound as they swept their 
Big West rival, the Cal Poly 
Mustangs. The sweep has more 
distance between the Gauchos 
and the rest of the Big West, 
with 6 games now separating 
UCSB and the next closest team, 
the Hawai‘i Rainbow Warriors. 

 The Gauchos traveled to 
San Luis Obispo days after a 
7-13 defeat to USC. The two 
conference rivals were neck to 
neck, and a Cal Poly series 
win could have changed the 
momentum for the rest of 
the season. With this context 
in the mind of both teams, 
the f irst game of the series 
was a contested one. At f irst, 
it seemed as if the Gauchos 
were going to continue their 
season-long dominance as it 
was a 3-0 game by the end of 
the 2nd inning. However, the 
Gaucho bats went quiet after 
the inning, until the Mustangs 
had a 3-run inning of their own. 
UCSB quickly struck back in 
the top of the 7th with a solo 
home run courtesy of senior 

catcher Gianni Bloom. Again, 
Cal Poly tied the game in the 
next inning, and things stood at 
4 runs apiece going into the 9th. 
Both offenses began to explode 
as an RBI triple from Bloom and 
a 2-run shot by junior inf ielder 
Blake Klassen put UCSB up 7-4. 
However, the Gauchos played 
a sloppy bottom of the 9th, as 
2 errors led the Mustangs to a 
3-run game-tying inning. The 
Gauchos scored the f inal runs of 
the game in the 11th inning by 
scoring 3 runs via another home 
run by Klassen and a sophomore 
inf ielder Nick Oakley double. 
With these runs, UCSB set the 
tone for the series with a 10-7 
extra-inning victory.

 The next day, the game was 
not as competitive. After scoring 
a single run in each of the f irst 
3 innings, Cal Poly’s offense 
sputtered as UCSB began to 
take over. The Gauchos quickly 
cut down the lead with a 2-run 
4th inning with RBIs from 
senior outf ielder Jason Willow 
and Oakley. Then, UCSB’s best 
inning of the game came in 
the 6th, as the Gauchos took 
the lead for good with 2 RBIs 
from sophomore inf ield Jordan 
Sprinkle and an RBI single from 
redshirt junior inf ielder Bryce 
Willits. UCSB refused to take 

their feet off the pedal as they 
scored 3 runs in the f inal inning 
to make the f inal score 8-3. With 
the victory, the Gauchos created 
more separation between 
themselves and the Mustangs, 
as Hawai‘i was able to leapfrog 
the Mustangs in the standings. 

 The f inal game was similar 
to the second, as UCSB blew 
out Cal Poly to close out the 
series. Again, the Mustangs 
were the f irst to score as they 
tacked on a single run in the 
1st inning. However, UCSB was 
able to strike back immediately 
with a run of their own in the 
top of the 2nd. After another 
single-run inning by Cal Poly, 
the offense went quiet for both 
sides until the 7th inning. From 
the 7th inning to the 9th, the 
Gauchos scored 6 runs against 
the Mustangs’ 1 to put the game 
away. The 7-3 UCSB victory 
secured the series sweep for the 
Gauchos and put them in the 
driver’s seat for f irst place in the 
Big West.

 The Gauchos will look to 
keep their winning streak alive 
with a single home game against 
Pepperdine University and then 
will travel to Orange County to 
take on the UC Irvine Anteaters 
in hopes of strengthening their 
conference record. 

NBA Underdogs Don’t Fare 
Well in Round One

Gauchos Sweep Rivals in Three-
Game Weekend Series

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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ARTSWEEK
“The Unwritten Books”: Best of National Poetry Month

Artsweek Staff
 
With the close of National 

Poetry Month, here are some 
of the Artsweek staff ’s favorite 
poems!

“Looks Like a Boy” by 
Jamaal May 

Why are guns so phallic 
looking, and why are almost all 
mass shooters men? Jamaal May’s 
poem, “Looks Like a Boy,” reveals 
guns as sexual entities that provide 
the shooter with a sense of power 
and invincibility instead of mere 
scraps of metal fused together 
with bullets pocketed inside. 
The relationship between a gun 
and its owner often has sexual 
implications, and guns — being 
violent in nature — give their user 
a dangerous perception of sex and 
the consequences that follow that 
poor perception. The users, more 
often than not, are men, revealing 
the inextricable link between 
masculinity and sexual violence. 
May describes this link by using 
f igurative language throughout 
his poem, including a trope of 
teenage boys and implicit diction 
in relation to sexual violence.   

— Lorna Kruesel

“Requiem for the Spanish 
Dead” by Kenneth Rexroth

“I see the unwritten books, 
the unrecorded experiments 
/ The unpainted pictures, the 
interrupted lives / Lowered into 
the graves with the red f lags over 
them,” writes the poet Kenneth 
Rexroth in his poem “Requiem 
for the Spanish Dead.” It is a 
staggering meditation on the loss 
of life and the brutality of the 
Spanish Civil War. In my mind, 
Rexroth is one of the unsung 
heroes of 20th-century literature. 
Surprisingly, he brief ly taught 
two courses at UC Santa Barbara 
during the late 1960s and lived in 
Santa Barbara until his death in 
1982. Rexroth was a dedicated 
outdoorsman and would make 

repeated sojourns to the Sierra 
Nevada mountains throughout 
his life. This personal aspect 
of Rexroth’s life makes its way 
into the f irst stanza of the poem, 
“The great geometrical winter 
constellations / Lift up over the 
Sierra Nevada.” There is a striking 
vividness to the “geometrical 
winter constellations” that is at 
once mysterious and mystifying 
— while at the same time being 
familiar. The f irst stanza situates 
Rexroth as a subject within the 
poem gazing at the stars in the 
Sierra Nevada before moving to 
the turmoil in Spain. This initial 
moment of zen is interrupted by 
the chaos of the war. By the 
end, Rexroth returns to the 
comfort of the stars: “Voice after 
voice adds itself to the singing 
/ Orion moves westward across 
the meridian / Rigel, Bellatrix, 
Betelgeuse, marching in order / 
The great nebula glimmering in 
his loins.” 

— Derek Mejia

“Here Is the Beehive” by 
Sarah Crossan 

Sarah Crossan’s f irst adult novel 
in prose, “Here Is the Beehive,” 
is a masterclass in changing on 
a dime. Because of the novel’s 
short, choppy writing style, daily 
ordinary activities are juxtaposed 
with emotionally wrecking ideas. 
The novel is about Ana, an 
insurance agent, and the affair she 
has with her client Connor. When 
Connor dies suddenly, Ana and 
Connor’s wife Rebecca become 
closer, while the affair is never 
known to Rebecca. The book 
goes back and forth between 
past and present, with the scenes 
of Ana and Connor together so 
blood-sizzlingly good that Ana’s 
grief over him is justif ied.

When Connor dies, Ana 
becomes increasingly distraught 
as she distances herself from her 
husband and kids, falling deeper 
into the hole that Connor left 
behind. Befriending Rebecca 

and babysitting her children, she 
goes up to Connor’s off ice and 
smells his keyboard, desperate 
for any last sign of him. Their 
relationship had rocketed toward 
intensity, and his death did 
nothing to stop Ana’s memory of 
their time together. “Whenever 
we made love, your hands in my 
hair,” Ana narrates, “your mouth 
on my collarbones, your breath 
in my ears, / I wanted to smash 
the world apart to keep you. / I 
would have given it all up.”

Each individual sentence of this 
novel about grief and longing is 
a punch in the gut; one minute, 
you’re in love, and the next, 
you’re falling f lat on your face, 
understanding and agreeing with 
Ana’s behavior in time.

— Sam Franzini

“Flowers from the Volcano” 
by Claribel Alegría

In my mind, Claribel Alegría 
is not just one of the great 
Salvadoran-Nicaraguan poets,  
nor just one of the great Latin 
American poets. She is one of 
the great world poets. While 
most of her poetry  is centered 
on the sights and sounds of the 
Central American Isthmus, her 
work transcends localities and 
time. In her poem “Flowers from 
the Volcano,” Alegría muses on 
the fractured state of her beloved 
Central America. For much of the 
20th century, Central America 
was a region in a perpetual state 
of war. She opens the poem with, 
“Fourteen volcanos rise / in my 
remembered country / in my 
mythical country.” Remembering 
is often diff icult following war. It 
is easier to forget the horrors of 
war instead of facing them. But 
remember the horror she does in 
this poem, as she writes, “Who 
said that my country was green? 
/ It is more red, more gray, more 
violent.” This line doesn’t directly 
reference the ongoing civil wars 
in Central America, which she 
does later in the poem. “The dead 

guerrillero / and the thousand 
betrayed faces, / the children 
who are watching / so they can 
tell of it,” she writes. Here we 

get images of a country in the 
midst of war. The f inal line in 
this quote anticipates the cultural 
and historical forgetting that 

has become a central theme in 
contemporary Salvadoran poetry. 

— Derek Mejia

AUDREY KENYON / DAILY NEXUS 

Dancers Off the Stage: “Visions of Vibrancy” Spring Concert
Isabella Chichioco
Artsweek Asst. Editor

From April 7-10 at the Hatlen 
Theater, the annual UC Santa 
Barbara Spring Dance Concert, 
“Visions of Vibrancy,” highlighted 
the talent of senior dancers as 
they showcased their dancing and 
choreography skills. Director of 
Dance Performance and assistant 
professor  Brandon Whited 
directed this two-hour-long 
concert, consisting of student-
choreographed dances that 
displayed a variety of dance styles, 
from contemporary to ballet to 
hip-hop. Each piece had a unique 
message behind it, such as moving 

through different stages of life and 
embracing the world’s diversity. 
The concert also featured the 
dance company from “It’s Been 
Nice” by Yusha-Marie Sorzano, 
along with the company’s senior 
BFA choreographers.

As one of the last performances 
that senior dancers would perform 
on campus, many expressed how 
emotional this past weekend was 
for them. “It feels surreal,” said 
Ana Ko Glass, a fourth-year BFA 
dance major. “Especially with the 
pandemic, it’s harder to see my 
growth, as dancing in my living 
room is a completely different 
experience than being in the 
studio. However, I have learned 

to put more trust in my body 
and technique, allowing myself to 
expand and explore my artistry. I 
f ind myself asking ‘why not’ more 
often.”

Glass also stated that “being 
able to be in the studios and 
onstage again is something I will 
never take for granted. Whether 
you are a dancer or not, COVID-
19 changed everyone. I’ve always 
known dance as an art form that 
communicates with the body, but 
COVID has brought me more 
in tune with myself. I believe 
dancers are often trained to leave 
their normal life at the door as 
they enter the studio and are told 
to forget about it and just dance. 

But when we had to lock down, 
suddenly it felt like there was this 
collision of navigating my personal 
life and dance life in the same 
physical space. I have started to 
channel the energy and how I am 
feeling from my personal life into 
my dance movement. Sometimes, 
being able to physicalize the build 
of energy helps me realign my 
perspective on what I am feeling.”

Fourth-year BFA dance major 
Robbie Rosenmiller expressed 
very similar thoughts to those of 
his fellow peers. He mentioned 
how it felt rewarding to dance 
onstage, “especially after two 
years of a pandemic and feeling 
trapped at home and pushing 

through each day.” Rosenmiller 
also stated that his favorite part of 
this spring concert was “seeing my 
fellow seniors create something. 
Especially Britney Walton. Her 
choreography is so powerful, and 
it inspires me every time I see it.”

Glass, Rosenmiller and the 
other dancers spent the past 
few months working together to 
ensure that the concert would 
go well. Although tiring, they 
expressed how memorable 
their last few rehearsals were 
together. Rosenmiller mentioned 
that his favorite memory from 
rehearsing was “letting my cast 
lead warm-ups, since it’s great 
to reverse the roles and learn 

from my students at times.” 
Glass had a similar response and 
conveyed her passion and love 
for choreographing: “When my 
dancers are rehearsing and they 
ace sections we’ve been working 
on, it sparks more inspiration 
for the journey the piece will 
take,” Glass said. “These are my 
last chances to dance with this 
specific group of people. With the 
senior class specifically, since we 
are a small group, it’s definitely 
bittersweet because we’ve been so 
close since freshman year.” 

Although the senior dance 
company will tour Europe during 
the summer, this is one of the 
last times they will appear on 
a stage at UCSB. Being a part 
of the senior dance company is 
not an easy feat, as much blood, 
sweat and tears were spent in 
practice rooms for the past few 
years. When asked if they had 
any advice or last words to give 
to the juniors, Glass responded 
that “there will always be chaos 
around us, and dance is a unique 
outlet to help connect people 
together — knowing that it is ok 
to not always have to have a smile 
on your face and it’s ok to feel 
what you are feeling. You can’t 
control how everything in life will 
go, but you can control how your 
actions, and how you, react to it.” 
Similar to Glass, Rosenmiller told 
his peers to not “be afraid to go 
outside the box. I thought I would 
never be able to choreograph a 
street-dance piece in the spring 
concert, but here I am. Push 
and question the boundary in 
dance because, essentially, there 
isn’t one. Believe in yourself, and 
nothing will stop you.”ESMÉ PUZIO / DAILY NEXUS 
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If You Sucked My Tits, You Owe 
Me a Mother’s Day Card

Stinkeigh Laydee
Proud Tit Owner

I’m taking this upcoming Mother’s Day seriously 
this year. I’m sick of dwelling on my mommy 
issues. I’m tired of these bitches thinking they 
can suck on my tits and expect no consequences. 
You have suckled my 
breast like an infant — the 
weakling you are — and I 
get nothing in return? 

Fellow mommy milker 
-possessing Gaucho 
Linda Aubrey explained 
to me, “I am doing for 
you what your mother 
could not provide for you 
20 years later, and then 
what?” I fully empathize 
with her distress at the 
situation. “So basically, 
every year he texts his 
mom, ‘Sorry I forgot 
to call! Let me make 
it up to you soon!’ and 
meanwhile me, the one 
who you be suckin’ like 
your life depends on it, 
got a text, too. ‘DTF?’ Actually, what the fuck?” 

From the freshman Yik Yak horny posters to 
the senior Tinder thots and every little whore in 
between, stop sucking titties if you’re not going to 
treat your new matriarch with respect. Personally, 
I believe all six men and counting who have been 
all over these bitties owe me a bouquet of f lowers 

this upcoming holiday, but, at the bare minimum, 
you could get me a shitty dollar store card, no? I 
expect you to be down at my knees this Sunday. 
I want a shitty coupon book, a f lower made out 
of tissues or any other terrible craft you made for 
your mom in elementary school. 

I blessedly ran into single mother, third-year 
Gayle Gutierrez, who said, “I 
would not be the mother to my 
little Eric Gutierrez if it were not 
for the Tinder boy from last year 
sucking my tits.” She continued, 
“I knew when I received no 
Mother’s Day card, let alone 
no child support check, my life 
purpose was to raise little Eric 
to be a better man than his 
father. I’m sick of not getting 
the appreciation I deserve, and 
I think it’s time we all speak up 
about this.” I personally couldn’t 
have agreed more with Gayle. 

So, if you’re reading this Henry, 
Jake, Nick, Darren, Freddy or, 
really, any person who has 
sucked tits during sex, put this 
paper down. Get off your damn 
phone. Take the next Line 24x 

to Target and appreciate the big titty bitches in 
your life a bit more, goddamn it. We deserve more 
love. 

Stinkeigh Laydee wants all her titty suckers to know 
she also really likes the tiny chocolate Cadbury eggs,        
if they’re still in stock. 

SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Top 5 Fakest Fucking Skank 
Bitches in School

Fart Tent
Misogynist   

Well, here it is, everyone! This is what happens 
when the straw finally breaks the camel’s back. 
I’ve fucking had it, and I’m not holding back 
anymore. Since nobody else seems to care, I’ve 
taken it upon myself to release the top 5 evilest, 
conniving, miserable bitches. 

 5: The Duck Couple
 We fucking get it! You are in love or whatever, 

but you don’t have to rub it in everyone else’s 
face. Really fucking sick of seeing these ducks 
waddling around together, sneering at every 
lonely bitch they see walking. At least we have 
fucking thumbs, you whores.

 4: The girl who asked for the word count 
in section

 Are you fucking kidding me? I was literally 
planning on writing like one fucking paragraph 
in response until your ass had to ask what the 
word count was. Now I have to write 500 words. 
Do I look like the type of bitch that can write 500 
words?! Absolutely not, plus I just got my nails 
done, so I can hardly type already. Not like you 
even care, bitch.

 3: The asshole who took my seat in 
section

 I bet you think you are so smart for stealing 
my seat. Maybe stealing the sexiest girl’s seat will 
make people care when you raise your hand for 
the seventh time in a 50-minute section. News 
f lash, whore: Only I look good in my seat, the 

lighting makes you look all washed out. Don’t 
bother coming back to section, skank.

 2: The dining hall employees that actually 
stop me from taking out desserts

 I hope you understand the trials that you 
assholes have put me through. I pay like $13 a 
meal even though the food in the dining hall is 
barely edible these days. Even still, you have the 
insane level of audacity to stop me as I leave with 
two pieces of fucking bread instead of one. I hope 
your food always tastes stale and that you always 
smell like farts, you useless bitch.

 1: Sierra Vakili, Nexustentialism editor
 I’m fucking seething with rage as I write 

this. Sierra is supposed to be “in charge” and 
yet comes late to every fucking meeting. And 
that’s if she even shows up. I only get paid $10 to 
write my hilarious ass articles every week, and 
she earns like a million dollars for publishing 
my work. It is just total and complete bullshit, 
and not only that, she doesn’t even like me. She 
smiles or whatever when I walk in the room, but 
you can tell she doesn’t mean it. Bitch.

 There you have it, Gauchos, a list of people 
for you to give the nastiest look you can muster. 
I hope that for your sake, you never have to deal 
with any of these people nearly as much as I do. 
Hopefully when these people see this list, they 
might rethink their lives and stop being such fake 
fucking bitches. One can only hope!

Fart Tent wants every guy to know that she’s 
nothing like these girls, haha. 

KATHLEEN SANTACRUZ / DAILY NEXUS 

An Open Letter: Happy Mother’s 
Day to Mrs. Incredible Only

Migraine Mommy
Incredible

Dear Mrs. Incredible, 
Happy Mother’s Day! You probably already 

know this, but you are the ultimate mother, 
the MILF of all MILFs. Oh, how I long to 
lovingly nestle my face against your ample 
bosom, reverting to a childlike state of 
coziness and dependency. To put it more 
plainly — your Mommy Milkers make me 
go nom nom and wish I was Jack-Jack. How 
I feel about you is simply Freudian, and it 
honestly scares the shit out of me. 

Anyway … in all seriousness, you are a 
really great mom. You never fail to protect 
your children, and you’re a perfect example 
of what a mom should be: loving, f ierce, 
kind, elastic and thick as hell. Remember the 
time you made yourself into a boat? Yeah, 
that was so sick.

I love you. 

Sincerely, 
Migraine Mommy

Migraine Mommy is begging you not to tell her 
real mom about this. 

you have 
suckled my 
breast like 

an infant — 
the weakling 

you are — 
and i get 

nothing in 

“

Stinkeigh Laydee

“

“Horrifying! Professor Uses Winky Face in Email”
SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 
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On the Menu

Plant-Based/Keto Ice Cream: 
A History and Review

ABIGAIL MONTI / DAILY NEXUS

Abigail Monti
Staff Writer

If you’re a big fan of the freezer 
aisle like me, you’ve probably 
noticed that plant-based and 
“healthier” ice creams are taking 
over the frozen dessert market. 
For better or for worse, these 
newer versions of the original 
dairy product seem to be here 
to stay.

Though the popularity 
behind plant-based ice cream 
has skyrocketed in recent years, 
there’s a long history backing 
it up. In fact, the f irst record 
appeared in an 1899 nut-based 
cookbook by Almeda Lambert 
and consisted of nut cream, 
sugar and vanilla. Though 
the concept stayed the same, 
later confectionists continued 
experimenting with different 
dairy substitutes — particularly 
soy. In 1922, Lee Len Thuey 
of Indiana was issued the f irst 
patent for a tofu-based soy ice 
cream. The f irst commercial 
soy ice cream, produced by the 
Scientif ic Food & Benevolent 
Association and Henry Ford’s 
research team, hit the market in 
the 1930s.

In the 1950s, vegan ice cream 
hit a hurdle when the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration ruled 
that Chill-Zert soy ice cream 
should instead be labeled as 
“imitation ice cream.” However, 
Robert Rich, the founder of Rich 
Products Corporation, fought the 
ruling and eventually won, which 
prevented nondairy ice cream 
from being marginalized from 
the greater ice cream market.

In light of this victory, the 
late 20th century saw a handful 
of new dairy-free ice cream 
companies, including the still 
prominent brands Tofutti and 
Rice Dream. By the turn of the 
century, the popularity of dairy-
free ice cream began to soar, 
and it continues to grow each 
year. The global dairy-free ice 
cream market size was valued 
at $595.26 million in 2021, and 
Forbes predicts it will surpass $1 

billion by the year 2025. 
A few factors spurring the 

rising interest in vegan ice 
creams, along with plant-based 
foods in general, are consumers’ 
lactose-intolerance and health 
concerns over dairy and the shift 
toward sustainable substitutes 
for animal products and “better-
for-you” trends. Helping the 
market grow are established 
dairy brands launching their 
own vegan ice cream options, 
including Häagen-Dazs, Breyers, 
Ben & Jerry’s, Baskin-Robbins 
and Magnum. 

Alongside plant-based ice 
creams, “healthier” keto-friendly 
ice creams have witnessed 
a major rise. Brands, such as 
Open Nature Scandal-Less, Keto 
Foods and Rebel Creamery, 
advertise high protein content 
and shockingly low calorie 
counts due to the substitutions of 
skim milk and sugar alternatives. 
While the low-sugar ice cream 
industry lags behind the decades-
established vegan ice cream 
industry, it shows great potential 
for growth in the forthcoming 
years.

Plant-based and keto-friendly 
ice cream options hold the upper 
hand in health and environmental 
impact, but the factor of taste 
should not go overlooked. I 
went to my local grocery stores 
and picked out four options to 
determine whether they can 
compare to traditional dairy ice 
cream.

Trader Joe’s Strawberry 
Non-Dairy Oat Frozen 
Dessert: 

 This oat-based version was uber 
creamy and imitated ice cream 
well, but the strawberry f lavor 
was barely there. Combined with 
the oat undertones, it weirdly 
reminded me of a liquid version 
of strawberry mochi — interpret 
that as you will. I probably 
wouldn’t buy it again. Rating: 
3/5

Coconut Bliss Frozen 
Dessert Sea Salt Caramel 

Chocolate: 
This one was made out of a 

coconut milk base, and a coconut 
f lavor permeates the whole thing. 
Surprisingly, the combination of 
coconut and sea salt caramel 
wasn’t too off-putting. This was 
the densest one I tried, but it 
still managed to be creamy. The 
best part in my opinion, though, 
was that it had vegan chocolate 
bits mixed in. Honestly, my 
biggest grievance was how salty 
it was. Usually, I’m a huge salt 
enthusiast, but this was way too 
much. Rating: 4/5

Open Nature Scandal-Less 
Cookies & Cream Light Ice 
Cream: 

This was the only non-vegan 
and keto-friendly option I tried. 
The f irst thing I noticed was 
how light it was. Due to the 
skim milk base, it’s way more 
aerated than regular ice cream 
and is borderline icy instead 
of creamy. However, since it 
is made of milk, it lacked any 
odd oat or coconut aftertaste. 
I can definitely understand the 
popularity behind this one. 
Rating: 4/5

Dream Pops Vanilla Sky 
Bites:

These coconut milk-based 
ice cream bites were covered in 
chocolate, so they resembled a 
vegan version of Dibs rather than 
regular ice cream. I thought the 
taste was spot-on accurate to 
vanilla ice cream, if only a little 
more icy than creamy. It may 
help that the vegan chocolate 
covering helped disguise the lack 
of dairy, but either way I loved it. 
Rating: 5/5

Notably, these choices all cost 
around $4, which is pretty cheap 
in comparison to a $6 pint of 
Ben & Jerry’s. For that reason 
alone, I might consider making 
the permanent switch! No matter 
what is fueling your interest in 
vegan- and keto-friendly ice 
creams, I encourage you to give 
them a try.

Faith Talamantez
Reporter

Carrillo: a dining hall, a home, 
a place where you feel extremely 
judged and, most of all, my 
favorite dining hall on campus. 
A controversial take. However, 
Carrillo and I are ride or die, and 
I would put my life on the line in 
defense of it. In all seriousness, I 
regularly enjoy the food and the 
vibes in Carrillo and hope that 
this article isn’t so good as to f lood 
Carrillo with all the people dying 
to try my recommendations. 

 What better to kick off my 
review of Carrillo’s yummy little 
menu besides their barbecue 
chicken pizza. I am biased, but it 
doesn’t even matter because this 
pizza is so good. On days when 
they have barbecue chicken pizza, 
you can catch my butt glued to 
a seat in Carrillo for lunch and 
dinner, absolutely demolishing as 
many slices as they let me. The 
barbecue sauce is on the sweeter 
side, which I think works well in 
combination with the rest of the 
toppings. Anyways, whatever the 
green stuff they put on the pizza 
is (Cilantro? Green onion? Leaves 
from the f loor outside?), it is just 
an absolute perfect addition to the 
f lavor. Total slay. Please go get a 
slice next time you find yourself 
at Carrillo, unless you see me also 
waiting for a slice, in which case 
let me get one first.

 The Mongolian grill and I have 
a love-hate relationship. I like a 
lot of the things they serve, but 
when the food misses, it misses 
by 1,000 miles. First, fortunately 
a total hit, is the teriyaki chicken 
stir-fry with brown rice. Anytime 
you see something that says “stir-
fry” at Carrillo, know that you are 
getting 75% vegetables - unless 
you get a lucky scoop that has 
more meat. I am one lucky little 
girl. My bowl had a good amount 
of meat in it, and I was happy to 
indulge my inner cavewoman and 
go ham. The rice was cooked 
perfectly and was very delicious. 

 Next, also from the Mongolian 
grill but much worse, is the stir-
fry noodles with vegetables. 
Unfortunately, this was so awful. 
It was literally just a bowl of 
noodles with one red pepper in 
it, so it barely qualifies as a stir-
fry at all. This usually wouldn’t 
be a complaint for me because 
I hate vegetables, but my god, 
the noodles were awful. They 
were undercooked and borderline 
crunchy. To make things 
worse, this bowl was absolutely 
DROWNED in sauce. 

 Honorable mentions from the 
Mongolian grill that you can 
literally never go wrong with are 
General Tso’s chicken and beef 
chow mein. When either of those 
are on the menu, you can quite 
literally catch me at Carrillo’s 
door 30 minutes before they open 
to be the first to get my grubby 
little hands on one of those bowls. 

 Moving away from the 
Mongolian grill and into some 
delicious pasta, I do have to admit 
my love for Carrillo pesto pasta 
and fettuccine alfredo. Both of 
these pastas will need salt, I assure 
you, but what doesn’t need salt in 
a dining hall? Like, seriously, who 
stole the seasoning? It wouldn’t 
hurt to add some. Anyway, both 
of these pastas are so delicious 
and yummy so long as you add 
salt. Don’t forget to add salt or 
your food will taste bad. I’m 
serious. 

 Just down the road from the 
pasta, you can find chips and salsa. 
The salsa, of course, is served in a 
big fat bowl and looks really scary 
and suspicious, and the chips are 
usually super broken up because 
SOME PEOPLE don’t know how 
to scoop chips. However, I love 
the chips and salsa and eat them 
pretty much every time they have 
them out. Not many good salsas 
can be found around here, but 
Carrillo’s is usually pretty good. It 
should not surprise you that I will 
recommend that you add salt to 
the chips.

 Now, we are entering Faith’s 

Carrillo Hall of Fame. Get down 
on your knees and bow down 
to our first award winner: the 
tortilla soup. Oh my god, you 
guys. I’m not normally a soup 
person until it comes to any soup 
that reminds me of home. As a 
Mexican student, it can definitely 
be difficult to believe that this 
is a Hispanic-Serving Institution 
when you see what the dining 
hall calls an “enchilada,” but this 
tortilla soup will make up for any 
and every complaint you have 
ever had about the other sorry 
excuses for Mexican food. It is so 
good that it tricks me into eating 
vegetables. It’s f lavorful, warm 
and makes me feel loved. I would 
kiss whoever made this soup. I’m 
serious. The only thing that could 
make this soup better is sharing it 
with people you love. 

 Next, and I know this may 
surprise many of you, is the 
horchata. I know — you’re scared, 
you’re confused and, most of all, 
you don’t believe me. But have 
I lied to you ever? No. Listen to 
me. It’s good. The horchata is 
good. It’s not like the homemade 
stuff you would get at your 
favorite taqueria, but it is good. 
It’s definitely just powder mix, 
but if you add ice and a little bit 
of extra cinnamon, it is delicious. 
It goes really well with the tortilla 
soup. Trust me, try it and add 
cinnamon to your liking. If you 
don’t like it, you can club me 
or something, I swear it’s pretty 
good. 

 Overall, what can I say except 
that I love Carrillo. It is as much 
a home to me as my own dorm 
room, except with way more 
people who all look like they hate 
me. The vibes in there are like 
no other — absolutely chill and 
happy and perfect. If you aren’t 
lucky enough to live nearby, make 
the walk every once in a while 
to come and enjoy some of what 
Carrillo has to offer, and trust 
me, you will not be disappointed. 
Carrillo, with all my heart, I love 
you.

Carrillo, My Beloved: A 
Review of Dining Hall Food

FAITH TALAMANTEZ / DAILY NEXUS

Continued from p.1
ZÓCALO ABRE EN ISLA VISTA

menú, él se encarga de todo lo 
administrativo pero también hace 
parte en la cocina,” Hernández 
Sr. dijo.

Aunque la mayoría de la familia 
puede apoyar el restaurante 
físicamente, la hija de la familia, 
Hannia Hernández, estudiante de 
UC Los Angeles, es encargada 
de la presencia sobre las redes 
sociales. Aunque no puede estar 
presente para ayudar todos los 
días, ha encontrado maneras 
alternativas para ayudar a pesar 
de la distancia.  

 El hijo menor, Edwin 
Hernández, diseñó el website 
y también está trabajando en 
diseñando mercancías como 

camisas. 
“Otras personas se tardan 

meses en aprender el sistema de 
cajero en un restaurante pero 
él lo aprendió en una hora,” 
Hernández Jr. dijo. 

Mientras se acercaban a abrir 
sus puertas, supieron que quierian 
hacer Zócalo único.

“Caminamos por las calles de 
Isla Vista y nos fijamos que ya 
nadie te dice hola. Queremos que 
este restaurante se sienta como 
casa,” Hernández Sr. dijo.

Además de la cultura del 
restaurante, quieren también 
hacer su menú único. 

“El desayuno fue unas de esas 
cosas que nosotros pensamos que 

a veces los jóvenes ya no pueden 
disfrutar el desayuno porque se 
les pasó la mañana. Hay muchos 
que se les antoja un bagel en 
la tarde con su bacon y crema 
chipotle. En las tardes podemos 
ver que casi se nos acaban los 
bagels,” Hernández Sr. dijo.

Con los bagels y las otras 
comidas más tradicionalmente 
Mexicana, Zócalo ofrece un 
menú que incluye una variedad 
de bebidas desde aguas frescas 
tradicionales hasta una horchata 
hecha en el restaurante. 
Adicionalmente, el menú siempre 
está desarrollando. La familia 
siempre está buscando como 
crecer su menú y hacerlo aún 

más único. 
Con este menú, Zócalo prioriza 

y permanecen orgullosos de que 
usan los ingredientes mejores y 
más frescos. Olivia Hernández se 
ríe mientras nos dice que aunque 
no nos va dar su receta, ella 
enfatiza que todo es natural. 

“Todo es natural. Incluso, los 
sazonadores, cuando entras a la 
cocina, lo único que hallas es sal 
de ajo, pero todos los ingredientes 
son naturales, ” Olivia Hernández 
dijo.

Hernández Sr. también está 
acuerdo con esto. 

“No agarramos cualquier 
carnita de la tiendita. Tratamos 
de comprar la mejor carne y 

sabemos que aunque esté un poco 
caro, queremos dar lo mejor para 
que los clientes puedan sentir 
esa frescura en la comida,” 
Hernández Sr. dijo.

En cuanto abrieron las puertas 
a la comunidad de Isla Vista, 
se dieron cuenta de que el 
restaurante tuvo un gran impacto 
en sus vidas. 

Además de su menú único, 
ellos también quieren ofrecer este 
lugar para la comunidad. 

“Mi dijo una muchacha, ‘ya 
vine ayer, me da pena de venir’ 
y le digo que no tenga pena. 
Tenía una guayaba y le ofrecí un 
pedazo y me dijo ‘¿o de verdad?’ 
y cuando le dije que sí me dijo 

que siente mucho amor y yo 
me quedo como, wow,” Olivia 
Hernández dijo. 

Zócalo en la ciudad de México 
recuerda a la familia de su hogar. 
Ahora, quieren que Zócalo en 
Isla Vista pueda traer un sabor 
de casa para los estudiantes 
universitarios. 

“Zócalo es un lugar donde 
todos se reúnen, donde pueden 
compartir y donde pueden llegar 
a un lugar que se siente como 
casa. Puedes venir y probar ese 
sazón que extrañas de casa,” 
Hernández Sr. dijo. 

Una versión de este artículo se 
puede encontrar en línea a www.
dailynexus.com.

The global dairy-free ice cream market size was valued at $595.26 million in 2021, and Forbes predicts it 
will surpass $1 billion by the year 2025.

Carrillo’s menu includes a yummy barbecue chicken pizza. The barbecue sauce is on the sweeter side, 
which works well in combination with the rest of the toppings.
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Looking Back From 
Campus Point

Audrey Moeller
Science Writer

If you want to work out 
your body, a trip to the 
gym is the perfect solution. 
But, if you want to exercise 
your brain, it’s time to 
crank up the tunes and 
listen to some music. 

Listening to music 
involves much more 
than opening an app and 
selecting a song. A stereo 
system or speaker sends 
out vibrations that travel 
through the air to reach our 
ears, where they engage 
with the eardrum and are 
transmitted into electrical 
signals. These signals pass 
through the auditory nerve 
and into the brainstem, 
where our brains make 
sense of chords, harmonies 
and rhythms in order to 
perceive the sound waves 
as melodies. 

According to a Johns 
Hopkins Medicine article, 
“music is structural, 
mathematica l and 
architectural. It’s based on 
relationships between one 
note and the next. You 
may not be aware of it, 
but your brain has to do a 
lot of computing to make 
sense of it.” 

Music activates nearly 
all of the brain’s various 

networks. Because of 
this, the act of listening 
to a song strengthens 
connections between many 
different parts of the brain, 
including areas responsible 
for emotion, memory, 
learning, well-being, 
cognitive functioning and 
movement. 

A recent survey on 
music and brain health 
conducted by the American 
Association of Retired 
Persons revealed that 
active musical engagement 
was associated with 
higher rates of happiness 
and advanced cognitive 
functioning. Additionally, 
among those who reported 
frequent exposure to music 
as a child, 68% rated their 
ability to learn new things 
as “excellent” or “very 
good,” compared to 50% 
among those who were not 
exposed to music early on. 

So, what enables music 
to be so inf luential on our 
minds? When you listen to 
a melody, cortisol levels — a 
stress hormone — begin to 
drop. You also experience a 
boost of dopamine, which 
is a reward hormone that 
can help elevate your 
mood. The main area of 
the brain responsible for 
processing music is called 
the amygdala, which stores 

memories of events and 
emotions, making it the 
center of our mood and 
mental state. By activating 
a positive response in the 
amygdala, listening to 
upbeat music can improve 
your mood and help you 
achieve a signif icantly 
healthier mental and 
emotional balance. With 
anxiety affecting around 
40 million adults in the 
United States, music 
should be considered a 
powerful complement to 
psychological medical 
treatments. 

Music can benefit your 
physical health, too. 
Research discussed by 
Shonna Waters, Ph.D., 
found that listening to 
relaxing music can help 
slow your heart rate and 
lower your blood pressure, 
promoting a healthy heart 
by enabling blood to f low 
more freely. Based on this 
evidence, music therapy 
could be used to increase 
the eff icacy of blood 
pressure medications. 

Due to music’s 
relaxing capabilities, the 
incorporation of music into 
your sleep hygiene routine 
can help you fall asleep, 
aid you in managing 
insomnia and provide a 
distracting stimulus for 

your brain that eases 
pain. With stressful lives 
becoming increasingly 
normalized, our 
nervous systems could 
use a little help from 
music in order to 
release more reward 
and relaxation 
hormones. 

Depending on 
what you need 
at a given time, 
mot ivat iona l 
rap music can 
lift your spirits 
when you feel 
down, metal 
music can boost 
self-conf idence 
before a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
and classical 
music can help 
you relax after a 
long day of work. 
No matter what 
the genre, all kinds 
of music are sure to 
activate your brain 
and boost your 
cognitive state. 
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Devanshi Tomar
Science Editor

Lime Scooter Limitations
Lime and Bird scooters litter the 

streets of Isla Vista. Popular delivery 
services like Duff l and Snag use 
scooters to transport orders. Late 
on a Friday night, friends — two 
(even three) at a time — mount these 
scooters for the last stretch between 
them and Deja Vu Cafe. 

E-scooters seem to represent an 
easy and environmentally conscious 
form of transportation but, naturally, 
the rise of the e-scooter means less 
physical activity, such as walking or 
biking. 

Trisalyn Nelson, who is the Jack and 
Laura Dangermond endowed chair 
of geography at UC Santa Barbara, 
conducts research concerning active 
transportation and spatial ecology. 

Late last month, ScienceDirect’s 
Journal of Transport & Health 
published research by Nelson; 
Rebecca L. Sanders of Safe Streets 
Research & Consulting, LLC; and 
Vanessa da Silva Brum-Bastos, who 
is affiliated with Wroclaw University 
of Environmental and Life Sciences 
in Poland. The paper shares insights 
that use biometric data to reveal the 
impacts that shared e-scooter use has 
on physical activity, specifically in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

The data revealed that when 
e-scooter use was allowed, it 
inordinately affected the rate at which 

people walked or cycled. 
However, when e-scooter use was 

not allowed, people overwhelmingly 
defaulted to automobile transportation 
— nearly 89%. 

According to the authors, this data 
seemed to indicate that people value 
e-scooters because they perceive 
them as fun and affordable, and this 
appeared to reduce the number of 
people who engage in physically 
active travel. 

Mariculture Amid Climate
Change

With more people comes a higher 
demand for resources, especially food. 
According to a paper — first-authored 
by Christopher M. Free and involving 
other researchers at UCSB’s Bren 
School of Environmental Science 
Management and Marine Science 
Institute — the demand for seafood 
production could be hindered by rapid 
climate change and our responses to 
it. 

Given the expectation that 10 
billion people will populate the Earth 
by 2100 and that there will be an 
increase in wealth and demand in 
specific areas of the world, such as 
Africa or Asia, the researchers studied 
the effects that climate change and 
increased human consumption will 
have on ocean-based food systems. 

In the paper, they point out that 
the ocean supplies 17% of global meat 
despite occupying 75% of the Earth. 

The rate at which the climate is 
changing critically impacts the 

distribution of fish in the 
ocean and the mariculture 
industry’s ability to address 
the imminent increase in 
demand. 

The forecasts completed by 
the researchers were created via 
“projections of human population 
growth, marine fisheries production 
and mariculture production” based 
on bioeconomic models and current 
production outcomes. 

Two scenarios were forecasted: 
one in which the industry continues 
to forage fish as it currently is and 
another where more progressive 
reforms are implemented into fishery 
management. Based on this data, the 
research breaks down the ambitious 
but necessary reforms to mariculture 
practices that are required to 
lower environmental impact while 
contributing to food demand. 

Social Cues of Status
Researcher Noa Dukler and assistant 

professor Zoe Liberman, both of 
the Department of Psychological 
& Brain Sciences at UCSB, were 
recently published for their research 
on American children’s inference of 
social status based on race. 

During their developmental stage, 
children learn to use physical and 
social cues to place those they perceive 
within a social hierarchy. 

Dukler and Liberman state in their 
paper that many societies link race to 
social status as a result of inequalities 
in the past, as well as those that 

continue 
to prevail. 
They conducted 
a study that investigates 
whether children employ race as a 
sign of social status, as well as the 
credence they find in race as a social 
cue when they are faced with other 
contrasting cues. 

The authors chose posture as a 
contrasting cue to compare with race, 
first asking children to rate individuals 
as “in charge” based on race, then 
posture and then, in the third study, 
race and posture. 

Based on the data, the researchers 
provided evidence that children 
expect white people to be in charge 
in comparison with Black people, 
suggesting that children, both white 
and those of color, have learned the 
racial structure by which many gauge 
their status in society. 

The second study also showed that 
children expected dominant posers 
to be in charge. When faced with 
both cues at the same time, they 
relied more on posture than race to 
determine social status. 

RUHIKA NANDY / DAILY NEXUS



Thursday, May 5, 2022 Daily Nexus12 Opinion

OPINION

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Command + Shift + N (open a new private 
window ... for no reason at all)

Command + C (copy and paste life)

Command + P (print; you gotta print a lot 
if you cry a lot)

Shift + Command + 4 (screenshot ... 
collect those receipts)

Command + F (� nd and replace)

Command + N (new window for your 
Wikipedia deep-dive)

Command + K (hyperlink some sexy 
sources)

Command + Delete (delete everything 
to the left of the cursor because you fucked 

up)

Command + Z (undo AKA un-fuck)

Command + X (cut it out)

Command +  B (bold and beautiful)

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES

FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Command + W (close it down, just simply 
don’t look at it anymore)

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA

SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The Signs as Keyboard Shortcuts 
(MacBook Edition)

Talia Smith
Staff Writer

Recently, my friends sat me down for a 
quasi-intervention, letting me know I am a 
“Scary Texter.” There was a lot to unpack. 
I’ve distilled my thought process into the 
following list:
 1. Oh my god, my friends think that I am 
scary!
 2. What does being a scary texter even 
mean?
 Upon ref lecting on our group chat, 
there was one glaring disparity between 
the other girls and me: Rarely did I use 
the exclamation point. Instead of texting 
,“Here!!!’’ when I was at their dorm, I 
simply said, “here.” 
 The exclamation point’s overuse 
has been a hot subject of conversation, 
as women — most often in corporate 
and academic settings — feel obligated 
to overuse the punctuation to avoid 
coming off as “a bitch” in workplace 
communication. In reality, this label is 
given to any woman who is assertive 
and unapologetic (essentially someone 
who communicates in the same way a 
man does). Yet, instead of this language 
being the standard, women are expected 
to accept a subordinate role to men 
and accommodate their language as if 
their existence is an inconvenience. The 
corporate exclamation point is less of 
an indicator of personality and more of 
a survival tactic in the contemporary 
professional world. 
 A man is allowed to state:
 “Your report is late. Please get it in as 
soon as possible.” 
 While a woman’s email might say:
 “Sorry for bothering you!! Just a gentle 
reminder, your report was due last night, so 
please get that turned in when you get the 
chance!” 
 While this may seem ridiculous, it is what 
women must do to avoid stepping on the toes 
of men.  I am not here to slam the use of this 
survival skill, as I, too, utilize it. Although I 
wish it weren’t necessary, nearly every woman 
who has ever sent an email knows that a 
couple of exclamation points ought to be 
thrown in there, even if you’re nowhere near 
an exclamation point kind of mood. 
 Speech being modif ied according to 
gender is not a concept unique to the digital 
age. Most obviously, men and women are 
expected to speak in different tones; yet, the 
differences extend beyond the biological. 
When speaking, women often use more vocal 
fry and have upticks at the end of their 
sentences. The general trend of women’s 

speech is to forfeit oneself to powerless 
language to avoid coming across as rude or 
too masculine. The exclamation point serves 
as the digital adaptation of these speech 
modifiers. 
 All this being said, what I f ind most 
concerning is this mentality seeping into 
the social fabric of familiar communication. 
Coming across in the right way in texts is 
diff icult, and the leap to overusing exclamation 
points is only natural. Yet, I argue that these 
socially inf licted tonal modifiers need to be 

stopped before we reach a point of no return. 
Using exclamation points is not inherently 
wrong but becomes dangerous when used with 
a sense of obligation as opposed to honesty. 
Women should be allowed to communicate 
their truth without having to provide a buffer 
to their actual feelings. Each falsely optimistic 
exclamation point cements the standard that 
this is the expectation of women, not only for 
professional settings but for familiar ones, too. 
 As women, we are playing into, and setting, 
the unnatural idea that only a very narrow 
range of emotion is allowed in communication, 
even among ourselves. When texting my 
closest friends, I feel pressure to coat my 
texts in a layer of enthusiasm that is far more 
excessive than what the scenario calls for. If 
women are only able to communicate with 
each other with an overly cheerful tone, we 
are locking the door and throwing away the 

key: We will never be able to achieve the 
freedom of men’s communication, forever 
confining us to a life of “Thank you so 
much!!!” instead of “thank you” to avoid the 
doomed fate of being labeled a “bitch.” 
 Without giving ourselves the freedom to 
express our feelings (good and bad), we 
undermine what makes us living beings. 
Someone who seems to be constantly happy 
and excited is either a robot or, more likely, 
dishonest. Forcing women to communicate 
only within this narrow range of expression 

confines us to a life of being docile and 
dominated — leaving us with a terrifying 
lack of agency. It is not worth betraying 
our emotions to avoid stepping on the 
toes of those too fragile to accept that 
women can be more than rays of sunshine 
all of the time. 
 When women are worried about 
how they come across in text, especially 
to their other female friends, it is a 
signal that time is running out: This 
sexist ideology has colonized the digital 
frontier of women’s communication, with 
nowhere to go but to turn inward. If this 
seed takes hold within women, we will 
be unable to be expressive, leaving us 
in a void where any negative or neutral 
emotion is inarticulable. 
 The problem is not the exclamation 
point itself; everyone should be allowed to 
communicate in whatever way they need 
to accurately express themselves. If that 
means using exclamation points because 
you really are that happy, go for it. If it 
means ending a sentence with a period 
because it doesn’t deserve more than that, 
by all means, go ahead. Women deserve 
the freedom to communicate in whatever 
way they deem fit without sacrif icing 
their integrity and respect. 
 So, I want to say “sounds good” and 

not have people question why I didn’t tack 
on 12 exclamation points because maybe I 
just meant that it sounded good and nothing 
more. I don’t want to be scary; I want to be 
honest and accurate and let my use of f ive 
exclamation points mean that I really am that 
excited about something. So no, I am not mad 
at you just because I didn’t dress up my text 
with a smiley face, an “LOL” or a goddamn 
exclamation point!
 Talia Smith thinks that women should be 
allowed the language to communicate their full 
range of emotions (and that the decision to not use 
exclamation points should not be a judgment of 
character). 

No, I’m Not Mad at You.

Without giving 
ourselves the freedom 

to express our 
feelings (good and 

bad), we undermine 
what makes us living 

beings.
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exclamation points should not be a judgment of 
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