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Vice President Kamala Harris Visits 

Vandenberg Space Force Base, Announces 
Ban on Anti-Satellite Missile Tests

Atmika Iyer
Lead News Editor
Mark Alfred
Staff Writer 

United States Vice President 
Kamala Harr is joined 
Congressman Salud Carbajal 
and Senator Alex Padilla at the 
Vandenberg Space Force Base in 
Lompoc on April 18. Speaking 
before members of the U.S. Space 
Force — known as Guardians 
— Harris announced that the 
United States will become the 
f irst nation to commit to not 
conducting missile launches 

targeting satellites in space. 
Harris, accompanied by 

second gentleman Douglas 
Emhoff, touched down aboard 
Air Force Two at approximately 
2:45 p.m. and greeted her former 
California colleagues Carbajal 
and Padilla.

From there, the vice president 
was taken via motorcade to a 
private brief ing at the Combined 
Space Operations Center, 
followed by a private meeting 
with service members and their 
families. 

Around 4:40 p.m., a series of 
speakers took the stage at a 

warehouse on the Vandenberg 
base to highlight the importance 
of the Space Force, along with its 
ties to the central coast. Among 
the speakers include Carbajal, 
Padilla, Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Kathleen Hicks and 
Harris. 

In her speech, Harris outlined 
the importance of the United 
States Space Force, citing its 
efforts to clear dangerous debris 
left by a Chinese anti-satellite 
missile test in 2007.

“I just received a brief ing from 
the 18th space defense squadron, 
and their work is incredibly 

impressive,” Harris said. “So far, 
the 18th has identif ied more 
than 1,600 pieces of debris from 
the Russian test. This debris 
presents a risk to the safety 
of our astronauts, our satellites 
and our growing commercial 
presence.”

Harris discussed how the 
United States is setting new 
norms around how countries 
conduct themselves and utilize 
space, announcing the United 
States’s intention to ban the 
launching of missiles targeting 
satellites in space, and said 
the current administration 
will undertake the work of 
encouraging other countries to 
follow their lead. 

“We have consistently 
condemned these tests and 
called them reckless, but that 
is not enough. Today, we are 
going further. I am pleased 
to announce that as of today, 
the United States commits not 
to conduct destructive direct 
ascent anti-satellite missile 
tests. Simply put, these tests 
are dangerous and we will not 
condone them,” Harris said. 

“We are the f irst nation to 
make such a commitment. And 
today, on behalf of the United 
States of America, I call on all 
nations to join us whether a 
nation is spacefaring or not,” she 
continued. “We believe this will 
benef it everyone, just as space 
benef its everyone. In the days 
and months ahead, we will work 
with other nations to establish 
this as a new international 
norm for responsible behavior 
in space.” 

During his speech, Carbajal 

Mark Alfred
Staff Writer

Just north of UC Santa Barbara’s 
Santa Ynez Apartment Complex sits 
a warehouse home to the school’s 
mock-up of Munger Hall. 

Last November, photos sent to the 
Nexus detailed a full-scale mock-up 
of a second story house, including 
a kitchen, a common area and the 
infamous windowless bedrooms. 
New images taken last week and 
obtained by the Nexus from an 
anonymous source reflect a number 
of changes to the proposed design.

The once unfurnished shelves 
and walls were decorated to appear 
as though students were living in 
the mock-up. A “90’s Movie Night” 
poster appears on newly painted 
hallway walls. A newly installed 
island took the place of tables and 
chairs, which were moved to the 
common area to function as study 
desks. 

The bedroom spaces saw the 
most striking changes, with  their 
furnishings each being replaced 

with updated shelves, drawers, a bed 
frame and a desk. The old ceiling 
light has been substituted with an 
overhead fan. 

The bedrooms were also newly 
outfitted with personal items and 
various decorations, depicting a 
hypothetical student’s lifestyle in the 
7-by-10-foot room.

The proposed megadorm drew 
national outcry last year over its 
unique design.

The mock-up was recently visited 
by some students of professor Rita 
Bright’s ENV S 135B Advanced 
Environmental Planning course, 
who were given a tour of the mock-
up as its planning relates to aspects 
of their class. 

Former UCSB spokesperson 
Andrea Estrada previously refused 
to divulge the location of the mock-
up after the Nexus made its existence 
public last year.

The Nexus also identified the 
location of the warehouse where 
the mockup is being kept: 389 South 

Nexus Uncovers 
New Munger 
Hall Mock-up
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The Associated Students 
Student Commission on Racial 
Equity; UC Santa Barbara 
Campus Advocacy, Resources & 
Education; and Students Against 
Sexual Assault put on an arts 
and crafts event titled “Handing 
Support to Survivors” on April 
16 at 11 a.m. at the Isla Vista 
Community Center. 

The event, held in recognition of 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 
was aimed to raise awareness 
for survivors of sexual assault 
across genders and cultures, 
and promote personal healing 
through art. The organizers 
provided painting stations and 
stands with f lyers, T-shirts, stress 
balls and snacks. There was also 
live music courtesy of Mind 
Funk, the Maurice Faulkner 
Brass Quintet and Michael Omar. 

Manju Cheenath, a fourth-
year microbiology and biological 
anthropology double major and 
co-chair of Students Against 
Sexual Assault (SASA), said 
the event fulf illed a goal she’d 

had ever since she joined the 
organization: focusing on the 
intersectionality between race 
and sexual violence.

“In January, I had this idea of 
having an event where we do 
a collage with the handprints, 
and we’d have ‘We stand 
with survivors’ in a bunch of 
different languages. That was 
the multicultural [aspect of ] it,” 
Cheenath said. 

A long table where people 
could paint on their own mini 
canvases was set up, alongside 
a large, collaborative canvas 
where people put their painted 
handprints. Some painted their 
country’s f lag on their hand 
to incorporate their cultural 
background into their handprint. 
At least 50 people attended, with 
the event continuing on until 3 
p.m. 

Third-year Chicanx studies 
and psychological & brain 
sciences double major Andy 
Barrera Rios is a peer educator at 
Campus Advocacy, Resources & 
Education (C.A.R.E.) and helped 
organize the event. 

“We just tried to make a 

relaxing and educational event, 
especially after all that campus 
has been going through in the 
last couple of weeks,” Rios said, 
referencing the hidden camera 
found in an Isla Vista apartment 
in February and the attempted 
kidnappings in March. He noted 
the therapeutic nature of art 
for people who have undergone 
trauma. 

“Sometimes art can be the 
safest and most fulf illing way of 
expressing yourself throughout 
traumas,” Rios said. “It’s one of 
the many ways you can heal, and 
we thought it was important to 
promote.” 

Some attendees opted to sit 
outside to listen to the performers 
while painting. Fourth-year Asian 
American studies major and 
attendee Amber Sayoc remarked 
that the event was relaxing to 
take part in. 

“It’s nice to sit and enjoy music 
and paint. Sometimes I don’t get 
to sit — I’m always on the go 
because I’m a senior,” Sayoc said. 

Jocelyn Ortiz, a fourth-year 

“Handing Support 
to Survivors” Event 

Promotes Sexual Assault 
Awareness Through Art

A.S. Elections Face Low 
Voter Turnout

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

The voting period for the 
UC Santa Barbara Associated 
Students spring election is open 
until today, April 21, at 4 p.m. 
Students have the opportunity to 
vote on executive and senatorial 
candidates for the 2022-23 school 
year as well as a variety of fee 
reaffirmations, one constitutional 
amendment and one fee 
cancellation. 

The Nexus has compiled a 
website with all Associated 
Students (A.S.) executive and 
senatorial candidates, which can 
be found at https://dailynexus.
com/aselections/. 

The A.S. constitutional 
amendment, dubbed the 
Nonpartisan Act, asks students 
to vote on the elimination of 
the party system for senatorial 
candidates as well as for the 
Internal Vice President (IVP) — 
the executive position that chairs 
the Senate. 

Second-year pre-biology major 
and current On-Campus Senator 
Jessy Gonzalez, who was a 
student sponsor on the Senate bill 
that approved the Nonpartisan 
Act amendment and is running 
for IVP, said that the motivation 
for the bill came after seeing 
divisions within this year’s Senate 
produced by their contentious 

divestment vote. 
“This caused a lot of 

polarization and a lot of … not so 
good relationships to start off and 
to keep working [with],” he said.

To avoid further polarization 
and partisanship within A.S., 
Gonzalez said he and others 
who worked on the bill originally 
wanted to eliminate the party 
system completely, but, in 
compromise, decided to limit the 
amendment to senatorial and IVP 
candidates after concerns from 
A.S. Elections Board around 
voter turnout. 

As A.S. works to internally 
dissolve the party system, this 
year’s elections slate has seen 
notably low candidate turnout, 
with only 20 senatorial candidates 
running for a 27-person Senate 
and three of f ive executive 
positions having only one 
candidate running. 

Voting turnout has also reached 
all-time lows: On day two of voting, 
only 5.67% of undergraduates 
and 6.65% graduate students had 
participated. Elections requires a 
20% voter threshold for results to 
be valid. 

Gonzalez, who is currently 
a candidate for IVP with the 
Isla Vista Party, said he saw 
“somewhat of a correlation” 
between this low turnout and the 
proposed amendment. 

“One could see that there’s 

not that same amount of effort 
and publication and marketing 
for elections as was in previous 
years,” he said as one explanation 
for the decrease. 

However, Gonzalez said that 
the high frequency of unopposed 
candidates running may also have 
contributed to lower voter turnout 
in this year’s election. In addition, 
he said the lack of competition 
between candidates from 
opposing parties also depressed 
voter turnout — with the Isla Vista 
Party running two executive 
candidates and no senatorial 
candidates versus Storke Party 
running a full Senate slate with 
only one executive candidate. 

“I hear a lot of individuals 
say that because of a lack of 
competitiveness between the 
parties as before, a lot of people 
are not turning up to vote, 
especially since they know that 
a lot of individuals are running 
unopposed,” Gonzalez said. “So 
they feel like they shouldn’t vote 
because they’re going to get the 
position anyway.”

The constitutional amendment 
will require a two-thirds majority 
vote to pass. 

Also on this year’s election 
ballot is a fee cancellation, created 
by executive order of current A.S. 
President Yuval Cohen. Originally, 
the ballot showed a reaffirmation 

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
Kamala Harris p.5

Munger Hall p.4

SASA p.4A.S. Elections p.5



Thursday, April 21, 2022 Daily Nexus2 News

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

Weekly Goings-
on in Isla Vista 

Editor in Chief | Katherine Swartz
Managing Editor | Melanie Ziment
Production Coordinator | Hannah 
Appel
Asst. Production Editors | 
Daniela Gomez, Olive Howden
Lead News Editors | Atmika Iyer, 
Holly Rusch
Community Outreach Editors | 
Asumi Shuda, Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor | Nisha Malley
Data Editor | Alex Rudolph
Asst. Data Editor | Stella Jia
Opinion Editors | Emily Kocis, 
Toni Shindler-Ruberg
Sports Editors | Garret Harcourt, 
Preston Espar
Artsweek Editor | Sunidhi Sridhar
Asst. Artsweek Editor | Marisol 
Cruz
On The Menu Editors | Chace 
Duma, Michelle Lee
Asst. On The Menu Editor | 
Stephanie Gerson
Science Editors | Sean 
Crommelin, Devanshi Tomar
Asst. Science Editors | Anaya 
Khan, Emma Holm-Olsen
Photo Editor | Sydney Haupt
Asst. Photo Editor | Maddy 
Fangio
Nexustentialism Editors | J. 
Matteo Wharton, Sierra Vakili
Asst. Nexustentialism Editors | 
Valerie Fu, Kathleen Santacruz
Art Directors | Audrey Kenyon, 
Ruhika Nandy
Director of Social Media Strategy 
| Joshen Mantai
Social Media Managers | Ida 
Kazerani, Jordan Chang
Chief Copy Editors | Caroline 
Gee, Natalie Gomez
Senior Copy Editors | Grace Liu, 
Zoë Lo, Sophie Lynd 
Copy Editors | Akshara Kollu, 
Elisa Castillo, Jenny MacDonald, 
Jessica Chu, Tatum Agnew
Web Editor | Rowan Tran
Advertising Representative | 
Emma Engmyr 
Diversity & Inclusion Chairs | 
Pricila Flores, Devanshi Tomar
Video Editors | Evan Cacatian, 
Juliana Zappitell 
Asst. Video Editor | Joseph 
Chiaro
La Vista Editor | Nora Okamoto

The Daily Nexus is 
published by the Press 
Council and partially 
funded through the 
Associated Students 
of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara 
on weekdays during the 
school year.

Editorial Matter: 
Opinions expressed in 
the editorial pages, News 
and the Weather Box do 
not necessarily reflect 
those of the Daily Nexus, 
UCSB, its faculty or 
student body.

Advertising Matter: 
Advertising printed 
herein is solely for 
informational purposes. 
Such printing is not to be 
construed as a written 
or implied sponsorship, 
endorsement or 
investigation of such 
commercial enterprises 
or ventures by the Daily 
Nexus.

Corrections Policy: 
To call an error to the 
attention of the editor in 
chief, provide a written 
statement detailing the 
correct information. The 
Daily Nexus publishes all 
corrections of errors.

The Daily Nexus 
follows the University 
of California’s anti-
discrimination codes. 
Inquiries about these 
policies may be directed 
to: Ricardo Alcaíno, 
Director and Affirmative 
Action Officer at UCSB’s 
Equal Opportunity 
& Discrimination 
Prevention Office, phone 
(805) 893-3724.

 Single copies are free; 
additional copies cost 
$1.

Printed at the Santa 
Barbara 
News-Press printing 
facility, in Goleta.

NEXUSDAILY
www.dailynexus.com

“Not sure if it’s a vibe.”

Contact Us
News Office:
Phone: (805) 893-2691
Email: eic@dailynexus.com

Advertising Office: 
Phone: (805) 893-3828  
Fax: (805) 893-2789

University of California, Santa Barbara 
PO Box 13402 UCEN
Santa Barbara, CA 93106

UCLA Lecturer ’s 
Lawsuit Against University 
Administration To Go to Trial 

A UC Los Angeles lecturer’s 
lawsuit against the University 
of California and the UCLA 
administration will go to trial in 
April 2023 following a recent court 
ruling.

The lecturer, Gordon Klein, 
f iled the lawsuit in September 
2020 against the Dean and John E. 
Anderson Chair in Management 
of the UCLA Anderson School of 
Management, Antonio Bernardo, 
and the UC Board of Regents. The 
lawsuit alleges that his employment 
contract was breached following 
an incident in June 2020, amid 
nationwide protests against police 
brutality, when Klein emailed his 
class, denying his Black students 
the grading accommodations that 
they had requested in consideration 
of their wellbeing.

“Do you have any idea if any 
students are from Minneapolis? 
I assume that they probably are 
especially devastated as well,” 
Klein said in the email, which was 
acquired by the Daily Bruin. “I 
am thinking that a white student 
from there might possibly be even 
more devastated by this, especially 
because some might think that 
they’re racist even if they are not.”

Following the email, Klein was 
put on administrative leave for 
several months and reinstated in 
September 2020, after which he 
soon filed the lawsuit, according to 

the Daily Bruin. On March 30, the 
court gave a tentative ruling on the 
motions and proceeded with some 
of the allegations — one being that 
the Regents retaliated against Klein 
by putting him on administrative 
leave — and dismissed others. A 
jury trial is scheduled for April 17, 
2023.

UC Riverside Receives $1 
Million Grant To Support First-
Generation Students

UC Riverside will be receiving 
a $1 million grant over the 
course of five years as part of 
its participation in the Kessler 
Scholars Collaborative, a program 
that financially and academically 
supports first-generation, limited-
income students throughout 
college.

The first class of 20 Kessler 
Scholars will be admitted in fall 
2023, Assistant Vice-Provost of 
Undergraduate Education Thomas 
Dickson said in a UC Riverside 
article. 

“The grant will expand on our 
existing efforts from the TRIO 
and First-Gen Initiatives offices 
in supporting f irst-generation 
students,” Dickson told the 
university news. 

The grant period is from June 
2022 to June 2027, during which 
UCR will devote at least $400,000 
to direct student aid, according to 
the UCR website. 

UCR’s participation in the 
Kessler Scholars Collaborative 
comes as part of its membership 
with the American Talent Initiative  
(ATI) — a group of universities 
that are “dedicated to substantially 

expanding opportunity and access 
for low- and moderate-income 
students.” Ten colleges were chosen 
from the ATI to participate in the 
program, and although all nine 
UCs are part of the ATI, UCR 
is the only UC among the ATI 
colleges chosen for the grant.

UC Santa Cruz Utilizes Goats 
To Combat Wildfire Risk

UC Santa Cruz is bringing herds 
of goats to their campus to help 
mitigate wildfire risk. The goats, 
who arrived on campus last week, 
will remain there until the last 
week of May.

The goats will graze on vegetation 
spanning roughly 30 acres and help 
create vegetation buffers that can 
slow down wildfires, according to 
the university’s news center.

“Goats are invaluable for fire 
management,” UCSC Deputy Fire 
Marshal Erin Johnson told the 
university news. “They’ll eat the 
vegetation right down to a nub.”

UCSC’s campus is in a wildland, 
urban interface, an area where 
“natural landscape transitions into 
a developed environment,” and 
is susceptible to wildfires when 
vegetation dries out during the 
summer. The university annually 
implements prescribed burns, 
mowing grasslands and other 
strategies of wildfire mitigation, 
and the goats will be utilized in 
tandem with the other strategies.

UCSC will set up a temporary 
electric fence to protect the goats 
from potential predators nearby, 
such as mountain lions, and a goat 
herder will supervise the animals 
day and night. 

Atmika Iyer
Lead News Editor

A Week in UC Student 
News

Additional contact information for 
individual sections and editors
can be found at www.dailynexus.com
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MultiCultural Center Hosts Art 
Exhibit Opening Reception for “A 
Showcase of Cultures”  

UC Santa Barbara’s MultiCultural 
Center (MCC) is hosting a reception for 
their latest art exhibition, “A Showcase 
of Cultures,” on April 21 in the MCC 
lounge. The exhibition is running from 
April 18 to June 10. Co-sponsored 
by the International Student Advisory 
Board, Office of International Students 
and Scholars, and Campus Learning 
Assistance Services, the exhibition 
“seeks to highlight diversity, promote 
cultural exchange and build campus 
community through art,” according to 
Shoreline.

“This quarter’s art exhibit showcases 
the wonderful and unique experiences 
of the various communities here at 
UCSB,” the Shoreline description 
continued.  

A.S. Community Affairs Board 
Hosts “Gift of Giving”  

The Associated Students 
Community Affairs Board (C.A.B.) is 
hosting a “The Gift of Giving” event, 
in which students can write letters 
to senior citizens throughout the 
week. C.A.B. is also distributing care 
packages in downtown Santa Barbara 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 21. 
The day will culminate with a trip to 
Sam’s To Go for 1,000 free sandwiches, 
courtesy of C.A.B., from 3-6 p.m. 

RCSGD Hosts Trans+ Week of 
Visibility Resource Fair 

The Resource Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity (RCSGD) is hosting 
a Trans+ Week of Visibility Resource 
Fair on April 22 on the Lot 22 lawn. 
The fair includes a clothing swap, a 
dog therapy booth, oSTEM art events, 
a silent auction and gender-affirming 
drawings. 

RCSGD partnered with several 
campus organizations to host this 
event, including Undocumented 

Student Services, the Office of 
International Students & Scholars, the 
MCC and UCSB Health & Wellness, 
among many others. 

“Come join us at the Trans+ Week 
of Visibility Resource Fair! We are 
partnering with over 11 departments 
for you to connect with and learn 
about trans resources. All are welcome 
to come learn about the resources 
available to our T/NB/GNC 
community on campus,” the Shoreline 
description stated. 

Environmental Affairs Board 
Hosts I.V. Earth Day 

The Associated Students 
Environmental Affairs Board is hosting 
“Isla Vista Earth Day” at Anisq’Oyo’ 
Park from 1-5 p.m. on April 23. The 
festival includes live music, tie-dye 
activities and plant propagation. 

IVCSD, Alzheimer’s Association 
California Central Coast Host 
Volunteer Fair 

The Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) and the Alzheimer’s 
Association California Central Coast 
Chapter are partnering to host a 
volunteer fair on April 22 from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m at the Isla Vista Community 
Center. The fair will showcase a 
variety of volunteering opportunities 
with free food. 

IVCSD Hosts Bachata, Salsa 
and Cuban Salsa Class at I.V. 
Community Center 

The IVCSD hosts regular 
programming at the I.V. Community 
Center including bachata, salsa and 
Cuban salsa dance lessons on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. The lessons are free and open to 
people of all ages and abilities. 

A.S. IVCRC Hosts Pardall 
Carnival 

The Associated Students Isla Vista 
Community Relations Committee 
is hosting its 12th annual Pardall 
Carnival on April 24 from 12-4 
p.m. The carnival includes a Ferris 
wheel, carnival games, free food and 
caricature artists. 

Sindhu Ananthavel
Community Outreach Editor

The University of California Student 
Association held a press conference 
on Monday as part of their Double the 
Pell Week of Action to campaign for 
doubling the amount of aid given by 
the Federal Pell Grant Program.

The Federal Pell Grant Program 
awards money to undergraduate 
students across the country based 
on need. Formed in 1972, it is the 
largest grant program offered by the 
U.S. Department of Education to 
undergraduate students. 

The Double the Pell campaign 
occurs nationwide and is spearheaded 
by the UC Student Association 
(UCSA) across the state of California.

The press conference was hosted 
by UCSA and featured student 
leaders representing colleges across 
the country.

UC Santa Barbara External Vice 
President for Statewide Affairs and 
UCSA President Esme Quintero-
Cubillan gave opening remarks.

“The journey to double the Pell 
Grant didn’t start this year,” Quintero-
Cubillan said. “This has been an 
ongoing battle to make college 
more accessible and affordable for 
all of us, starting at our margins and 
working ourselves inward to ensure 
that the UC, the CSU [California 
State Universities] and universities and 

education across the United States are 
accessible to everyone.”

Quintero-Cubillan said that the 
Pell Grant has personally aided them 
through their experience in California 
college systems.

“In the five years I’ve been a student, 
both in the UC and in the California 
Community College System, I’ve 
faced housing insecurity, I’ve been 
a homeless student and I’ve gone 
through food insecurity,” they said. 
“But the Pell Grant has always worked 
to make sure that the dream that I 
have of pursuing education and being 
able to get my degree and move up in 
life was always accessible.”

Quintero-Cubillan noted that the 
recent $2,175 increase to the Pell Grant 
proposed by President Joe Biden is 
indicative of progress and will act as 
a “down payment” toward a hopeful 
larger increase. Pell Grant amounts 
differ by year, and the maximum 
award for the 2022-23 year — from July 
2022 to June 2023 — is $6,895. 

“Doubling the Pell Grant is … what 
we need to do to ensure that the 
future of education is accessible for 
all and not just those that can afford 
it because they come from wealthier 
backgrounds,” Quintero-Cubillan 
said.

Vice President of Legislative 
Affairs of the California State Student 
Association Krishan Malhotra then 
spoke on the necessity of doubling 
the Pell Grant, as it concerns the 

California State University (CSU) 
population.

“At the CSU, 41.6% of our student 
population experience food insecurity, 
and 10.9% of our students are 
homeless. While the cost of higher 
education has risen over the years, the 
maximum award for the Pell Grant 
has not,” Malhotra said.

Malhotra said that, along 
with doubling the Pell Grant, the 
movement calls upon Congress to 
include a proposal in the 2023 federal 
fiscal year budget that extends Pell 
Grant eligibility to students who 
are Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) recipients.

“President Biden’s administration 
has consistently stated its support 
to extend the Pell Grant to DACA 
recipients, and we hope that this can 
be included in the appropriations 
process,” Malhotra said.

Following Malhotra, Vice President 
of Legislative Affairs for the Student 
Senate for California Community 
Colleges Jasmine Prasad spoke. In 
her speech, she emphasized the 
vast number of community college 
students who are reliant on the 
Pell Grant, many of them being 
nontraditional students as well.

“The Pell Grant program enables 
more than 3 million community 
college students with financial need 
to pay for their tuition, and of those 
3 million [nationwide], there are 1.8 
million community college students 

in the state of California, and about 40 
to 45% are adult learners,” Prasad said.

Prasad added that the grant is 
crucial to making UCs and CSUs 
affordable to transfers coming from 
community colleges. 

“We want to ensure that there’s 
an equitable pathway for community 
college students and that they’re 
confident and have the financial 
needs to transfer out and continue 
their education,” Prasad said.

Jonathan McNicholes — the state 
chair of Students United, a nonprofit 
organization that officially represents 
Minnesota State University students 
— spoke after Prasad, describing how 
the Pell Grant was instrumental in 
providing him with the financial 
means to complete his undergraduate 
education. 

“When I first started my education 
at Bemidji State University in northern 
Minnesota, I actually didn’t receive 
Pell Grants, and I was taking out over 
$7,000 in credit card debt just to pursue 
my education,” McNicholes said. 
“Thankfully, due to a recalculation of 
my student loans, I was able to finally 
actually qualify for Pell Grant, and 
[it] changed my life … due to that 
Pell Grant, I was able to go on and 
complete both bachelor’s degrees.”

McNicholes said Students United 
lobbies in Washington D.C. every year 
for student issues, and during this 
year’s meetings with representatives, 
he observed a strong recognition of 

the Double the Pell Campaign.
“We saw the Double the Pell 

movement being referenced in almost 
all of our meetings, across all of our 
representatives and senators, and that 
really shows the progress that this 
movement as a whole is making and 
that our voices are being heard,” he 
said.

To wrap up the speakers, UCSA 
Fund The UC Campaign Vice 
Chair Bailey Henderson gave closing 
remarks, emphasizing the goals of the 
Double the Pell campaign.

“In a 2017 UC basic needs poll, the 
UC discovered that 44% of students 
face housing or food insecurity … at 
some point in their college career,” 
Henderson said. “Today, the [Pell 
Grant] program only covers 29% of 
tuition costs, when back in 1975, it 
covered 75%. Doubling [the grant] is 
essential to those students who have 
faced basic needs issues, students of 
color and undocumented students.”

Henderson encouraged attendees 
to get involved on their campuses, 
contact their legislators and make 
their voices heard in favor of doubling 
the Pell Grant.

“This week of action is centered on 
the idea that we, as students, need to 
stand up and advocate for this issue,” 
Henderson said. “This is an amazing 
campaign that will do so much for 
students who desperately need access 
to the education that they wish to 
pursue.”

UCSA Holds Press Conference for Double the Pell 
Week of Action
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As the Jewish holiday of 
Passover continues through this 
week, UC Santa Barbara students 
spoke to the Nexus about how 
they observe the holiday and 
ref lected on the signif icance 
behind its celebration. 

Passover is a weeklong holiday 
beginning on April 15 and ending 
on April 23 that commemorates 
the exodus of Hebrews from 
slavery in Egypt in 13th century 
B.C.E. The holiday is observed 
through a variety of food 
restrictions — including not eating 
anything leavened, foods risen 
by yeast or any other leavening 
agent — as well as special meals, 
known as seders, and different 
prayers, recitations and activities. 

First-year computer science 
major Immanuel Bareket, who 
practices Orthodox Judaism, 
emphasized the differences in 
Passover celebrations depending 
on the sect of Judaism and 
individual practices. 

“Different Jews celebrate 
[Passover] differently,” Bareket 
said. “This year, the Iranian 
Jewish Student Association had 
a seder that was Persian style. 
They were teaching everybody 
Persian Jewish traditions, and it 
was really different from what I 
was used to, and I thought that 
was really cool.” 

Second-year dance and 
philosophy double major Ashira 
Bloom spoke to the extensive 
process of preparation for 
Passover in her home as someone 
who practices modern Orthodox 
Judaism. 

“It takes so long to prepare for 
Passover,” Bloom said. “You have 
to spend so much [time] cleaning. 
You clean out the entire house, 
and your mom makes you do so 
much work. You have to switch 
out all your silverware, you have 
to get rid of all of your food that 
isn’t kosher.”

Upon the completion of these 
preparations are a series of 
family gatherings over seders — a 
special meal that commences the 
celebration on the first night and 
can also be eaten on the second 
night of Passover — which makes 
up the core of Passover, according 
to second-year physics major 
Samuel Kresch who practices 
Reform Judaism. 

“The entire ceremony is 
actually done over a meal,” Kresch 
said. “It’s entirely done within 
the home, and it’s a multicourse 
meal, and each of the courses 
has symbolism associated with 
it. You eat a course, you tell a 
story explaining its symbolism 
and then move on.” 

“The standard plate is made 
up of eggs, matzah, horseradish, 
vinegar, onion, maybe sweet 
lettuce,” he continued. 

Bareket, who was born and 
raised in Israel, recalled the 
contrast between celebrating 
Passover back home and 
celebrating the holiday in the 
United States.

“I was born in Israel, so when I 
was young, celebrating [Passover] 
there … the whole country is 
celebrating the same holiday,” 
Bareket said. “So in the U.S., it’s 
a lot different because the Jewish 
community is celebrating and 
everyone else is just watching.” 

Bareket elaborated on the 
precise rituals that accompany 
seders, explaining the symbolism 
behind every step. 

“It’s a ceremonial meal, so 
there’s steps that you have to 
follow,” Bareket said. “For 
example, you have to bless over a 
cup of wine and then you have to 
eat [matzah], then you have to dip 
a potato in saltwater, and there’s 
a bunch of steps that all represent 
something.” 

Bloom highlighted the 
significance of the consumption 
of matzah — or unleavened bread 
— during Passover because it is 
forbidden to eat leavened bread 
during this holiday. 

“The main restriction is that 
you can’t eat leavened bread, 
and the reason why is because 
when we were leaving Egypt, 
there wasn’t enough time for our 
bread to rise,” Bloom said. “You 
also don’t get anything unless 
it’s marked specifically for being 
kosher for Passover … because 
this whole idea of purity comes 
from trying so deeply to attempt 
to recreate this event.” 

Bloom observed Passover at 
home this year, f lying back to 
celebrate the holiday with their 
family. For Kresch and Bareket, 
however, Passover was observed 
at UCSB and in Isla Vista. To 
still celebrate Passover with the 
Jewish community here, Kresch 
and Bareket both attended 
the Iranian Jewish Student 
Association’s seders in alignment 
with Persian Passover. 

“One of the seders I went to 
was a Persian seder, and they had 
a tradition that I wasn’t familiar 
with before, but it was pretty 
interesting,” Kresch said. 

“With the Persian Passover, 
everyone started whipping each 
other with green onion stalks 
and running around, and there’s 
this part of it called the Dayenu, 
which translates to suffering, and 
it’s recounting when the Jews were 
slaves in Egypt,” he continued. 

Bareket is utilizing other 
resources on campus in order to 
stick with the diet of Passover. 
For instance, he spoke of getting a 
meal plan from Chabad at UCSB, 
which acts as a hub for Jewish 
students at UCSB and Santa 
Barbara City College and serves 
kosher Shabbat and holiday meals 
for students. 

“[Chabad at UCSB] has meal 
plans that are kosher for Passover,” 
Bareket said. “The synagogue 
itself is making meals for people, 
and you pay them, and it’s just 
like a meal plan.” 

Ref lecting on how the 
university accommodates 
Jewish students who observe 
Passover, Bareket said it would 
be unrealistic to expect UCSB 
to fully accommodate students 
who celebrate the holiday and, 
specif ically, follow the dietary 
restrictions. 

“I feel like it’s unrealistic for 
the university to provide all these 
food options because they would 
have to follow crazy strict rules, 
like the entire kitchen will have 
to be completely clean,” Bareket 
said. 

Kresch expressed a similar 
sentiment but said the university 
could create some accommodation 
for Jewish students who observe 
Passover during the holiday. 

“I think, as a minority religion, 
it does make sense that we 
don’t take any school holidays 
for Passover,” Kresch said. “But I 
would appreciate it, and I’m sure a 
lot of other Jewish students would 
as well, if [there was] some sort of 
school recognition of it.” 

Bloom added that 

there are generational differences 
in celebrating Passover, and those 
differences are clear even while 
sitting at the table for seder. 

“I think that Jews are really 
familiar with generational trauma, 
and someone who’s a Holocaust 
survivor experiences Passover 
very differently than I do,” Bloom 
said. “You get to the Passover 
table, and there’ll be three or 
four generations of people at the 
table, and everyone experiences 
it differently. As the saying goes, 
‘Two Jews, three opinions.’”

Above all, Bloom said that the 
essence of Passover is ref lecting 
on the reason behind the holiday 
existing in the first place. 

“This is a story that’s over 5,000 
years old, and the commentaries 
in [the Haggadah] are thousands 
of years old, and they have been 
perfectly preserved,” Bloom 
said. “The entire essence of the 
holiday is that we’re retelling the 
story, and being free from slavery 
in Egypt is the first thing that 
happens, and there’s a bunch of 
events that happen right after 
that lead to us getting the Torah.”

“Jews have been exiled from 
somewhere in every century 
in multiple places, so it’s very 
valuable in trying to remember 
the reason why we have the story 
of escaping Egypt because it leads 
us to everything that happens 
next,” they continued.  

Bareket said gathering with 
family and the Jewish community 
during the holiday offers 
important avenues for ref lection 
on the meaning of freedom as a 
Jewish individual. 

“Honestly, getting together 
with the Jewish community 
and celebrating [Passover is 
important],” Bareket said. “We 
remind ourselves that we’re 
lucky to be free and being in the 
situation that we are in because 
in the past, we can’t forget that 
we were an oppressed people for 
thousands of years.” 

Similarly, Kresch said that the 
observation of Passover serves 
as a critical reminder of the 
historical oppression of Jewish 
people throughout the centuries. 

“The most important thing is 
not any of the rituals, but actually 
just remembering the philosophy 
of it and why [Passover] is a 
holiday,” Kresch said. “It’s a 
reminder that Jews, in a lot of 
societies over time, have been 
treated as second-class citizens 
and treated unfairly.” 

“It’s lamenting that pain … 
but also celebrating strength 
and perseverance through that 
system,” he continued. 

Kresch concluded that there is 
a breadth of Jewish experiences 
present within the Jewish 
community and that it is crucial 
to appreciate Judaism for its 
culture and what it stands for. 

“A lot of personal parts of the 
Jewish experience is not really 
recognized by a lot of people 
outside the community,” Kresch 
said. “There’s a lot of stereotypes 
and assumptions about what 
Judaism is, which can be very toxic, 
and I would appreciate it if people 
were able to see Judaism as a rich 
and long-standing culture with 
its own heritage and traditions 
outside of standard European 

practices. Just take 
the moment to 
appreciate it.” 

Asumi Shuda
Community Oureach Editor

Community, Reflection 
and a Shared Meal: UCSB’s 

Jewish Community on 
Celebrating Passover 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor

UC Santa Barbara’s MultiCultural 
Center hosted speaker Lee Airton 
on April 19 for “Wonderful/Terrible: 
Being Non-Binary in a World Still 
Trying to Figure Out What That 
Means” — a talk and book-signing 
event featuring Airton’s 2018 book, 
“Gender: Your Guide: A Gender-
Friendly Primer on What to Know, 
What to Say, and What to Do in the 
New Gender Culture.” 

The event was co-hosted with 
the Resource Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity (RCSGD). 

Airton is a transgender and non-
binary assistant professor of gender 
and sexuality studies in education at 
Queen’s University. Their other work 
includes founding the first Q&A-
based blog about gender-neutral 
pronoun usage in 2012 called They 
is My Pronoun and a national social 
media initiative called the “No Big 
Deal Campaign” to show support 
for transgender peoples’ right to 
have their correct pronouns used. 

Airton’s debut book explores the 
tangible steps toward welcoming 
gender diversity and inclusivity 
into everyday life. The book has 
been adopted as a professional 
development piece in education. 

Director of LGBT Resources at 
RCSGD Quinn Rioz spoke to the 
vision behind this lecture as a part of 
RCSGD’s third annual Trans Week 
of Visibility — a week to “celebrate 
and uplift trans joy, excellence and 
experiences.” 

“We really wanted to bring 
someone who can … talk about 
what it means to be non-binary, and 
Dr. Airton was one of the first trans 
educators that really talked about 
the importance of supporting non-
binary students in higher education,” 
they said. 

Rioz emphasized the importance 
of having speakers like Airton 
come in to speak to students in the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

“It was so important for us to 
bring in a trans, non-binary educator 
whose career and life’s work is 
educating people on what it means 
to be trans and non-binary and how 
to make campuses more gender 
friendly to non-binary students,” 
they said. 

Rioz introduced Airton before 
they spoke and described being 
moved by Airton’s book after they 
came out as transgender and non-
binary in 2017.

“It was a time when non-binary 
was not really well-known or 
understood,” Rioz said during the 
event. “Reading Dr. Airton’s book as 
an aspiring trans educator gave me 
the language to feeling non-binary 
and gave me tools to invite people 
in my life both professionally and 
personally.” 

Airton began their speech by 
saying that although they’re 38 
years old, their true age of being 
authentically out and themself is 11 
years. 

“Many of us trans people, we have 
two birthdays: we have the birthday 
where we popped out and then we 
have a birthday where we started 
to be the person in all areas of our 
lives that we mean ourselves to be,” 
Airton said. 

Airton spoke to the importance 
of understanding that non-binary 

individuals are not new, but rather 
the terminology around it is. 

“I do have some elders, folks who 
came to know themselves in a world 
that didn’t yet have our language to 
this extent and learn that this is their 
path,” Airton said. 

“We are beginning to know 
that non-binary people see much 
younger than our trans men brothers 
and our trans women sisters … and I 
think this is because many of us now 
grew up knowing that non-binary is 
a gender and a possible life, a very 
good life,” they continued.  

Airton then reminisced about their 
experience in their early education, 
laughing about a memory of their 
fourth-grade teacher who allowed 
her “star students” to become 
celebrities by sticking their names 
written on Post-it notes on posters 
of male celebrities, such as Billy Ray 
Cyrus. 

“We sat at tables of four or five 
students, and we would compete 
for ‘pod points,’” they said. “She had 
this really big poster of Billy Ray 
Cyrus … and our names would be 
put on a Post-it and pasted on Billy 
Ray Cyrus.” 

Airton connected this childhood 
memory to how children are 
exposed to ideas about gender early 
on, as they and their peers were 
trying to “become” these male 
celebrities as a reward, no matter 
what they identified as. 

“Whenever people tell me that 
children don’t learn anything about 
gender and sexuality in school, 
they’re lying,” Airton said. “We are 
constantly learning about gender 
and sexuality in school.” 

Describing their “most me” 
moment — or the moment where 
they felt the most authentically 
themself — Airton spoke about being 
11 years old — which is also their 
second birthday in being out and 
themself to the world. 

“I would say my ‘most me’ self was 
me at 11 in my alternative school: 
short hair, glasses … I was theatrical, 
was very silly, very sporty,” Airton 
said. 

However, due to social 
expectations and internalizations 
of heteronormativity, Airton said 
they devoted themself to upholding 
and maintaining a heterosexual, 
cisgender image throughout high 
school. 

“As an awkward whisper of a 
teenage girl, I worked so hard,” 
Airton said. “I devoted myself to 
a heterosexual girlhood with the 
same drive that got me through 
graduate school. I manifested the 
most intense, all-consuming crushes 
on very well-selected boys.” 

Airton then spoke about their 
experience of growing facial hair due 
to a medical condition and how that 
was formative in their experience of 
coming to terms of their gender and 
sexuality. 

“In the middle of female puberty, 
I was diagnosed with polycystic 
ovary syndrome, and I began 
growing a beard,” Airton said. 
“When my beard first appeared, it 
was abundantly clear that it was not 
to be loved.” 

Airton described being forced to 
wax their beard by their parents and 
how this experience is one of many 
where they were forced to assimilate 
into the gender binary. 

“Absolute statements about what 

women’s bodies and what men’s 
bodies look like are easily disproved 
by looking around a crowded room, 
and yet this diversity most often 
loses to conventional wisdom, 
which recognizes only two rigid 
gender categories for all of these 
bodies,” they continued. 

Airton then moved along their 
life’s timeline and spoke about 
embracing the “butch lesbian” image 
in their mid-20s and the community 
reactions to this change in labels 
and physical presentation. They said 
people around them perceived them 
as someone who already “figured 
themself out.” 

“Around this time when I was 
doing butch, I began to experience 
people reacting to me with hostility 
in public spaces for the very first 
time … and I think what was 
happening is that I looked too old 
to be still figuring it out,” Airton 
said. “I looked like someone who is 
comfortable, old enough for this to 
be who I was.” 

Airton emphasized that not 
having a solid answer to one’s 
gender identity or other parts of 
themself does not invalidate their 
experience of finding themselves, 
and said it is often the absence of 
the right language to fully express 
oneself that results in ambiguity in 
understanding identity. 

“My fellow trans folks, you know 
how hard it is to explain to a very 
nice cisgender person how you can 
go through so much of your life not 
knowing something so fundamental 
about yourself, like your gender.” 
Airton said. “But I’ve been non-
binary since I’ve had language, I just 
didn’t have this language.” 

Airton said this absence of 
language in the past and the ongoing 
configuration of more language 
for non-heterosexual and cisgender 
labels are why it is important to 
take notice of these feelings and not 
invalidate such thoughts. 

“You are telling yourself 
something about your gender even 
if no one has the language yet,” they 
said. “It might be because you’re a 
little person or because you don’t 
have the internet, but those feelings 
can guide us.” 

Speaking to their journey of 
using they/them pronouns, Airton 
said that she/her pronouns felt out 
of place for them before the term 
“non-binary” even entered their 
vocabularly. 

“Even without knowing what’s 
non-binary, I knew that ‘she/her’ 
felt odd and out of place, like I 
was wearing my T-shirt backwards,” 
Airton said. “I can indeed remember 
and put my finger on the moment 
when singular they/them shout out 
to me like a beacon.” 

Airton concluded with the 
essentiality of being “gender 
friendly” not only to others but also 
to oneself and how people must 
ensure that their own implicit biases 
and assumptions with gender does 
not impede on other’s or their own 
journey toward gender euphoria. 

“I spent so much of ‘Gender — My 
Guide’ convincing my very likely 
cisgender reader that gender friendly 
is a good thing for you, and I’d 
like to spend as much as I have 
remaining in my life to help my 
trans people remember to be gender 
friendly to each other, but even more 
so to ourselves,” Airton said. 

 Lee Airton Lectures 
About Being Non-Binary in 

Gender-Binaric World

MADDY FANGIO / DAILY NEXUS 

KAITLYN SMITH / DAILY NEXUS 

Airton’s debut book explores the tangible steps toward welcoming gender diversity and inclusivity into 
everyday life. 
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 El Congreso de UCSB 
Holds 29th Annual 
Latine College Day

Asumi Shuda
Community Oureach Editor

El Congreso de UCSB held 
its 29th annual Latine College 
Day on April 16 at Storke Plaza 
to help Latine middle and high 
school students navigate the 
structures of higher education at 
UC Santa Barbara and beyond. 

El Congreso de UCSB is a 
student-led cultural, social 
and activist organization 
that works to provide an 
inclusive space for students of 
marginalized identities. The 
group helps students navigate 
educational institutions, 
provides a communal space that 
encourages free expression and 
creates grassroots change as the 
official MEChA, or Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicanx de Aztlán, 
chapter at UCSB.

Latine College Day (LCD) 
is an annual conference 
consisting of keynote speakers, 
entertainment, workshop 
sessions and more, with free food 
and transportation provided to 
event attendees. 

This year’s LCD’s theme, 
“Leading Our Comunidad 
Forward,” aimed to emphasize 
community and collaboration 
after not being able to hold 
in-person events due to concerns 
over COVID-19, according to 
third-year political science major 
and El Congreso Records Chair 
Isabella Medrano. 

The conference was 
co-sponsored by the following 
groups: Associated Students 
(A.S.) Finance & Business 
Committee; Student Initiated 
Outreach Program; Educational 
Opportunity Program; Off ice 
of the Chancellor; A.S. Student 
Commission on Racial Equity; 
Office of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion; Food Security and 
Basic Needs Taskforce; Chicano 
Studies Institute; Office of the 
Executive Vice Chancellor; and 
the MultiCultural Center. 

“The vision behind Latine 
College Day is essentially 
creating a space for young 
Latine middle and high school 
students to get informed and 
ask questions about navigating 
higher education, not just UCSB 
specif ically,” Medrano said in 
a statement to the Nexus. “We 
want students to feel welcomed 
to the campus, and also to feel 
like they can create space for 
themselves at any university 
campus.” 

Medrano said that the essence 
of LCD is ensuring that non-
white students have the same 
access to opportunities and 
resources as their white peers. 

“[Non-white students] 
navigate a lot of unique struggles 
when it comes to pursuing 
higher education, and so, in this 
sense, we hope to show them 
that it is possible for people 
who look like them or were 
raised like them to create space 
in these institutions by building 
community and supporting each 
other,” she said. 

Discussions around planning 
this year’s LCD began during 

Fall Quarter 2021, as it’s El 
Congreso’s biggest event of the 
year. Medrano spoke to the 
diff iculties of organizing such a 
large-scale event.

“Acqui r ing f unding, 
accounting for COVID 
protocols, and preparing around 
20 congresistas to host over 
150 students on campus and 
in-person for the f irst time 
in three years was incredibly 
diff icult,” she said. “Regardless, 
everybody put in so much time 
and energy to make the event 
happen, and it all ended up 
coming together beautifully.” 

LCD began with a keynote 
speaker, Chicana and Chicano 
studies Department Chair and 
professor Ralph Armbruster-
Sandoval, followed by an 
inspirational speaker, UCSB 
sociology doctoral student Idalia 
Robles De León. 

“Both gave heartwarming and 
utterly inspiring presentations 
that captured the true spirit 
of what we wanted this event 
to be about: being a Latine 
student in spaces of higher 
education where you are not 
necessarily supported or set up 
for success at the outset — even 
at universities that claim to be 
Hispanic Serving Institutions — 
and how these struggles serve as 
the foundations for community 
building and self-determined 
success,” Medrano said. 

Medrano also emphasized 
that, although UCSB is titled a 
Hispanic-Serving Institution — a 
designation given to universities 
with 25% or more Latine 
students — the university still 
“has a long way to go before it 
actually lives up to this title.” 

“Institutions of higher 
education are designed to 
enroll students to meet certain 
diversity requirements, but there 
is little or no thought given 
to how these students can be 
supported in the application 
process prior to enrollment, or 
in the struggles of navigating 
the institution once they are 
officially enrolled,” she said.

“This is why El Congreso is so 
invested in community building 
and helping students understand 
and navigate these struggles, 
because we have f irsthand 
experience at universities that 
don’t meet these needs fully, 
and we have learned that 
through community building 
and advocacy we can hopefully 
set future generations of Latine 
students up for better success 
in higher learning,” Medrano 
continued.  

The event also included a 
financial aid presentation and an 
A-G requirement presentation, 
aimed at informing attendees 
of the specif ic requirements 
needed for pursuing higher 
education within the University 
of California system. 

The conference held a variety 
of workshop sessions, including 
“Unions 101,” “Navigating 
Environmental Spaces at 
UCSB” and “Diasporic Poetrics: 
Revolutionary Poetry and 
Politics.”  

“Seniors were also given the 

opportunity to participate in 
a UCSB Student Panel to ask 
more specific questions about 
how to prepare for college, as 
many of them will be starting 
college next year, and to 
facilitate conversation with some 
congresistas who may have 
the same interests or who are 
pursuing the same fields of study 
as they are,” Medrano said. 

The event also had live 
music entertainment from Los 
So-Lows, a seven-piece Oxnard-
based Chicano soul and cumbia 
group. 

Santa Barbara High School 
sophomore Kaylie Gil attended 
environmental justice and 
financial aid workshops, where 
she learned about different 
organizations at UCSB and the 
process of applying to college. 
She said that attending the event 
helped her consider her choices 
for her future after high school.

“[LCD] is a nice experience 
for anyone, and I really do like 
it,” Gil said. “I’ve never been to 
campus before, and I took this 
opportunity to look through my 
career path.” 

“I’m still kind of in between 
[choices]. I might do community 
college,” she continued. “I’m still 
a sophomore, so I still have time, 
but it’s something I’ve started 
thinking about.”

Alethia Martinez, a Ventura 
High School sophomore, said 
she is considering attending 
UCSB because the event allowed 
her to learn more about the 
campus.

“I’ve never been [to campus] 
before, so I decided to take this 
opportunity to see what it was 
like and to see what they have 
to offer,” she said. “I enjoyed how 
friendly and energetic people 
here were, and it made me feel 
welcomed.”

Clarissa Gran, a Ventura 
High School freshman, enjoyed 
learning about campus via a 
variety of workshops.

“I wanted to see how university 
was like and what type of stuff 
they have here, and if I should 
come here after I graduate,” 
she said. “I went to a poetry 
[workshop], and it was fun.”

Medrano said she felt 
empowered by the student-
driven execution of the event. 

“There seemed to be a general 
sentiment of surprise amongst 
the students and chaperones 
when they learned this event was 
entirely planned and executed 
by college students not much 
older than them, which I think 
can be empowering,” she said. 

Medrano said that she sees this 
year’s conference as a success 
and formed unforgettable 
memories from the event.

“I loved the entire event, I think 
because I am just so ecstatic that 
we pulled it off,” Medrano said. 
“[Low So-Lows] had everyone 
up out of their seats dancing and 
laughing — seeing the pure joy 
on everyone’s faces, and feeling 
so connected to the community 
we had built in that moment — I 
will never forget it.”

Melea Maglalang contributed 
reporting to this article. 
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history of public policy major, 
is the outreach co-chair for the 
A.S. Student Commission on 
Racial Equity. She was another 
organizer of this event and 
said the handprint collage was 
conceptualized as a symbol of 
solidarity. 

“I believe we chose handprints 
for the design of the mural because 
they are a universal symbol of 
assistance and solidarity,” she 

said in an email statement to the 
Nexus. 

At the event, she said the 
organizers had wanted the name 
“Handing Support to Survivors” 
to impress upon people that 
student groups are there to help. 

“We care for you, and there are 
resources for people who have 
experienced anything traumatic, 
here on campus especially, but 
also at home,” Ortiz said.

Earlier, Cheenath spoke at the 
event about the symbolic nature 
of the handprint as an expression 
of solidarity. 

“We wanted a concrete thing 
that we could have done … 
because a lot of these events don’t 
have a visual of everyone coming 
together and doing something,” 
Cheenath said. “Having a collage 
of everyone’s [handprint] is a 
tangible thing.” 

This year’s LCD’s theme, “Leading Our Comunidad Forward,” aimed to emphasize community and 
collaboration.

Los Carneros Road. 
Formerly a location of Mammoth 

Moving & Storage, Inc., the 
warehouse has done little to advertise 
its current contents — even keeping 
the rusted MAMMOTH sign on an 
outside wall. 

White vans marked “UC Santa 
Barbara” can occasionally be seen 
just outside the warehouse, along 
with vehicles belonging to a number 
of different companies, including 
Clean Air Express and Oak Harbor 
Freight Lines, Inc. 

The university makes use of Clean 
Air Express, a bus service that “serves 

residents of Northern Santa Barbara 
County commuting to their jobs in 
Goleta and Santa Barbara,” according 
to their website. Buses drive all the 
way from Lompoc and Santa Maria 
into Goleta every weekday. There 
is no official stop at the warehouse 
listed on the company’s website, but 
that hasn’t stopped the Clean Air 
Express company’s buses from being 
parked inside the lot. 

The school’s official bus system 
with the company – where riders 
from northern parts of the county 
were shuttled directly into UCSB – 
ended in January 2022 due to low 

ridership, according to the UC Santa 
Barbara Transportation and Parking 
Services website.

Trucks belonging to Oak Harbor 
Freight Lines, Inc. – a West Coast-
based transportation company – can 
also be seen transporting goods to 
the warehouse. The company does 
not have locations in Goleta or Santa 
Barbara, with its closest being in 
Santa Maria.

Current UCSB spokesperson Shelly 
Leachman did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment 
regarding the university’s operations 
at the warehouse.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

A newly installed island took the place of tables and chairs, which were moved to the common area to 
function as study desks. 

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

The bedrooms are newly outfitted with personal 
items and various decorations, depicting a 
hypothetical student’s lifestyle.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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The warehouse was formerly a location of Mammoth Moving & Storage, Inc. MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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Data Science 
Club Hosts First 

In-Person Project 
Showcase Since 

2019

Continued from p.1
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recognized the importance 
of Vandenberg’s location and 
said that the central coast is 
preparing to accelerate the work 
being done on the base. 

“We’re getting ready for the 
potential doubling of launch 
rates over the next f ive years 
and we’re getting ready, if 
and when Space Force calls, 
to make Vandenberg the new 
headquarters of STARCOM 
[Space Training and Readiness 
Command],” Carbajal said.

Senator Padilla said that the 
Vandenberg Space Force Base 
will be a 21st century leader in 
space operations. 

“I not only see how 
strategically perfect Vandenberg 
is for this and other missions, 
because of how geographically 
close it already is to cutting-edge 
aerospace technologies, not to 
mention some of the world’s 
top universities are located here 
as well,” Padilla said. “I know 
everyone here had a chance 
today to see how Vandenberg 
can and will be a leader in the 
21st century space operation.” 

The  B iden / H a r r i s 
administration pledged $27.6 
billion to the United States Space 
Force for the 2022-23 f iscal year. 
According to Hicks, this is the 
largest amount of space military 
spending of any administration. 

“It funds two more GPS 
satellites and invests in the 
development of secure survivable 
satellite communications and 
funds the Defense Department’s 
transition to a new resilient 
missile warning and missile 
tracking architecture. All 
nations on earth benef it from 
space,” Hicks said. 

Harris also addressed the role 
of the Space Force as the Biden/
Harris administration navigates 
Russian aggression toward 
Ukraine. 

“As we have seen in Ukraine, 
Russia has completely violated 
the set of international rules 
and norms established after 
World War Two, which [had] 
provided unprecedented peace 
and security in Europe,” Harris 
said. “In the face of Russian 
brutality, worlds come together 
to say these roles, and these rules 
and norms must be upheld. I’m 
heartened to see such a strong 
aff irmation of their importance.” 

“At the same time, our 
administration is working to 
establish new rules and norms 
for the new challenges of 
the 21st century — areas like 
emerging technologies, cyber 
security and, of course, space,” 
she continued. 

Harris left the base at 
approximately 6 p.m. to attend a 
Democratic National Committee 
fundraiser in Los Angeles. 

Continued from p.1
A. S ELECTIONS

fee vote for the University of 
California Student Association. 

Now, “given that there is a 
new fee being being proposed 
by the UC Board of Regents, the 
UC Office of the President and 
UCSA, the maintenance of this 
fee would result in UC Santa 
Barbara students paying into 
the organization in a redundant 
manner,” the excecutive order 
stated. Therefore, the ballot 
now shows as cancellation vote 
instead. 

The cancellation fee requires a 
50% plus one voter to pass. 

The two-year fee reaffirmations 
— which require 50% plus one 
voter to pass — are as follows: 

$2.00 every regular quarter — 

fall, winter and spring — and $0.67 
during summer quarters for Isla 
Vista Arts.

$3.82 every regular quarter and 
$1.00 during summer quarters for 
UCSB’s continued membership 
in the United States Student 
Association. 

$2.12 for regular and summer 
quarters for the A.S. Trans and 
Queer Commission. 

$4.96 for regular and summer 
quarters for the A.S. Food Bank. 

$1.25 every regular quarter and 
$0.83 during summer quarters 
for the Educational Opportunity 
Program. 

$10.08 for regular and summer 
quarters for the A.S. Finance 
Board/Student Organization 

Program funding. 
$20.85 for regular and summer 

quarters for the A.S. Program 
Board. 

$2.69 for regular quarters 
and summer quarter for the 
Department of Public Worms 
Composting program. 

The four-year fee reaffirmations 
— which require 50% plus one 
voter to pass — are as follows: 

$19.91 every regular and 
summer quarter for Campus 
Learning Assistance Services’ 
group and drop-in tutorials. 

$5.68 every regular and summer 
quarter for Arts & Lectures 
Events.

$37.90 every regular and 
summer quarter for Counseling 

and Psychological Services 
support. 

$8.52 every regular quarter and 
$7.06 during summer quarters for 
MultiCultural Center support. 

$3.47 every regular and summer 
quarter for The Green Initiative 
Fund. 

$0.76 every regular and summer 
quarter for the A.S. Community 
Volunteer Foundation. 

$7.00 every regular quarter, 
excluding summer, for Recreation 
Programming. 

$9.00 every regular and summer 
quarter for University Center 
support. 

All fee reaff irmations also 
require a 20% voter threshold in 
order to be considered eligible. 

Alice Zhang
Staff Writer 

UC Santa Barbara’s data 
science club, Data Science 
UCSB, hosted the 2022 Project 
Showcase and Networking 
Event at Corwin Pavilion on 
April 14, during which select 
teams presented their data 
science projects to a panel of 
judges in a competition to win 
company-sponsored awards.

The project showcase occurs 
annually and is a place for 
small groups to present the 
data science and machine-
learning projects that they’ve 
been working on throughout 
the year to companies and 
faculty. The groups are formed 
at the beginning of winter 
quarter during a “project pitch 
f ire,” where members pitch 
their ideas to each other, 
according to Data Science SB 
co-Vice President and fourth-
year statistics and data science 
major Connor Levenson. 

The showcase was organized 
by the executive team, composed 
of Data Science UCSB President 
and fourth-year statistics and 
data science and computer 
science double major Ishana 
Narayanan, co-Vice President 
and fourth-year statistics and 
data science major Madeline Li 
, and Levenson. The event was 
sponsored by Amazon Alexa, 
Carpe Data, Jackpocket and 
Evidation Health. 

The winners of this year’s 
showcase — the Recommeddit 
and Emogen project teams 
which placed f irst and second, 
respectively — each received a 
$500 award from the company 
sponsors. 

Second-year computer 
science major Mateo Wang led 
the Recommeddit team with 
an idea he came up with two 
years ago to streamline the 
querying process on Reddit, 
creating a website to bypass 
Reddit threads and access 
desired results. 

“A lot of the times, when 
you search something up on 
Google, the top results are not 
very trustworthy, so people 
turn to Reddit. But on Reddit, 
there’s usually a lot of threads to 
read through,” Wang said. “Our 
website does it automatically: 
You just type your query, like 
the best note-taking app or best 
pizza, it parses through Reddit, 
gets the best results and returns 
it to you.”

Wang said that the project’s 
success came from their 
larger group size and ability 
to collaborate in the face of 
challenges.

“Our team had one of the 
larger group sizes, and I think 
our project was really conducive 
to that as we had a project with 
a large scope,” Wang said. 

The Recommeddit team was 
comprised of Wang, second-
year statistics and data science 
major Jesse Nunez, second-year 
electrical engineering major 
Aditya Ramakrishnan, second-
year College of Creative Studies 
computing major Anmol 
Kapoor, second-year statistics 
and data science major Karim 
Benyassine and f irst-year 
statistics and data science major 
Mehir Arora.

Ramakrishnan acknowledged 
the diverse areas of expertise 
that the various members of the 
team brought to the project. 

“It was great that everyone 
in our group had dif ferent 
perspectives and viewpoints. It 

was really nice that everyone 
had different areas of expertise, 
and we came together and 
made something good out of 
it,” Ramakrishnan said. 

Wang said that the project 
presented an opportunity to 
develop the knowledge and 
skills necessary to execute the 
project. 

“I started the project two 
years ago as I was just starting 
to learn about NLP [Natural 
Language Processing],” Wang 
said. “I had no idea what I 
was doing and absolutely no 
idea how to do any type of 
processing of text, so for sure 
it had been a long learning 
journey. A lot of it was also how 
to manage a team well, how to 
work together eff iciently and 
how to delegate to everyone 
what they are best at doing.”

Arora was excited to take 
on this project as a f irst-year 
student. 

“This experience was 
conducive to learning a lot 
and really quickly,” Arora said. 
“I didn’t imagine that I’d be 
[involved in] a project of this 
scope in my f irst year. I came in 
without any knowledge of ML 
[Machine Learning], and I got 
placed in a group of people who 
knew what they were doing but 
were also trying to f igure out 
more as fast as they could. I 
learned more in the club than 
all my classes put together.” 

This year’s event was 
especially signif icant for Data 
Science UCSB, according to 
Levenson, as it was their f irst 
year back in person since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the f irst in-person 
project showcase since 2019. 

The biggest challenge was 
relearning how to run a club, 
Levenson said, as the club’s 
two-year hiatus ushered in a 
new line of off icers without 
much experience. 

“The club got started back 
in 2016, and there was a 
good infrastructure. But then 
the pandemic hit, and most 
of the current executive team 
were not even off icers or only 
held low-ranking positions 
back when the club was in 
person,” Levenson said. “So, 
this year, we had a club that we 
were essentially starting from 
scratch.”  

The club also had to get new 
company contacts for the event, 
because there was no off icial 
sponsor in 2019. 

“We had to restart the 
recruiting process for getting 
company sponsors because 
back in 2019, there was no 
‘of f icial ’ sponsor, except 
Evidation Health, who gave out 
an award,” Levenson said. 

“We got a lot of help from the 
College of Engineering, the CS 
department and the Department 
of Statistics and Applied 
Probability with arranging 
meetings with companies, 
invitations and promoting the 
event,” he continued. 

The event was deemed a 
success, as groups presented 
their data projects and attendees 
got to network with the 
industry representatives who 
sponsored the event,according 
to Levenson. 

“Overall, I was really happy. 
The project groups did a really 
great job — all of them are 
so hardworking and gave their 
best shot today. And just how 
smooth the event went shows 
how hard the off icers have been 
working.”

The warehouse was formerly a location of Mammoth Moving & Storage, Inc.
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After a series of private meetings in the morning, Harris addressed the press and Space Force guardians 
about the agency’s importance.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
Harris greeted Senator Alex Padilla and Congressman Salud Carbajal upon arrival at Vandenburg.
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Little Rincon has three main sections: Upper Point, Middle Point and 
Lower Point.  Pictured here is a surfer cruising through a section at 
Middle Point.

Sometimes, you just have to stop and admire a nice layback snap on your paddle back out.

Further south of Rincon and Little Rincon is another popular spot 
for surfers from the I.V. area — Ventura Point. While it’s a bit more 
of a drive, surfers who make the journey down there are often 
rewarded with larger waves and a more spread-out crowd than at 
places like Rincon or Little Rincon.

Just 20 minutes south of I.V. via the 101 lies the “Queen of the Coast.” 
Rincon Point is the best point break in California, maybe even along the 
entire West Coast, and is the proving grounds for the best surfers that 
come out of the Santa Barbara area. Minute-long rides and enough turns 
to make your legs burn are expected on a good day at Rincon.

PABLO VAN DYKE / DAILY NEXUS 

Campus Point is a popular spot for surfing in I.V. due to the generally 
small, mellow waves. However, the right swell direction can make for 
larger and better waves.

PABLO VAN DYKE / DAILY NEXUS 

Sands Beach is much more of a shortboard break with its many 
punchy beach breaks peaking up and down the beach. Pictured here 
is a nice A-frame peak a ways down the beach.

PABLO VAN DYKE / DAILY NEXUS 

Ventura Point features a very nice point break that is more exposed 
to swells coming from the west and north compared to surf breaks 
that are further north in Santa Barbara. Pictured here is the run 
back up the beach after a pumping session at “The Point.” 
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Little Rincon is easily distinguishable by its pier leading out to the oil island just offshore. PABLO VAN DYKE / DAILY NEXUS 

PABLO VAN DYKE / DAILY NEXUS 

Pablo Van Dyke 
Photographer

A cornerstone of UC Santa Barbara and Isla Vista culture has always been the presence of a 
large surfing community. The Daily Nexus captured photos from Southern California surf spots, 
including Sands Beach, Devereux Beach, “Little Rincon” and Campus Point, showcasing the 
different offerings of certain beaches and wave conditions.



SPORTSJalen Brunson stepped up huge 
in the Mavericks’ second playoff 
game versus the Utah Jazz. The 
question becomes, can Brunson 
sustain this workload since his 

days at Villanova?

Armchair QB
The No. 25-ranked UCSB women’s tennis 
team shut out the No. 64-ranked Cal State 

Fullerton 4-0. This extended the Gauchos to 
8 straight wins in the Big West Conference 

and their 7th straight win overall. 

UCSB Athletics
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Comparing UCSB’s Volleyball Team to Hawai’i’s 2021 Championship Run

The No. 6-ranked UC Santa 
Barbara men’s volleyball team just 
wrapped up their regular season 
with a dominant 3-1 road victory 
over the No. 9-ranked UC San 
Diego team. After winning the 
1st set by 4 points, the Gauchos 
dropped the 2nd set before taking 
the next 2 sets and winning the 
match.

In the match, there were a 
plethora of standout performers 
both offensively and defensively. 
On the offensive side, sophomore 
outside hitter Dayne Chalmers 
and junior outside hitter Ryan 
Wilcox led the way for the 
Gauchos, each getting 13 kills 
in the match. On defense, the 
Gauchos were led in the block 
department by sophomore middle 
blocker Donovan Todorov, who 
led the team with 8 blocks. With 
an overall standout game, junior 
opposite hitter Haotian Xia 
provided the team with 9 kills and 
5 blocks. 

As the season comes to a close, 
UCSB is in a prime position 
to make a run at the national 

championship in Division I men’s 
volleyball. Similarly, Hawai’i 
was the winner of the Big West 
Conference last season, and they 
ended up winning the national 
championship. The Gauchos 
had been a game away from the 
national championship before 
Hawai’i ended their run to the 
finals in the semifinals that season. 

By the numbers, Hawai’i put 
up a dominant shortened season 
during their 2021 run to their first-
place finish. They finished their 
season 17-1, going a whopping 
10-0 in league play. UCSB, on 
the other hand, is 6-4 in league 
play, but still has an impressive 
18-8 overall record, hence being 
ranked No. 6 in the country.

In the 26 matches for UCSB, 
they have put up some impressive 
numbers, averaging 11.91 kills 
per set, a .297 hitting percentage 
and 11.26 assists per set. The 
Hawai’i team that won it all in 
2021 averaged 13.7 kills per set, 
12.6 assists per set and had a .360 
hitting percentage. Although the 
Gauchos have less in the stats 
department, it can be attributed to 
their longer schedule and level of 
competition in the Big West this 

season. Among their competitors 
included the talented Long Beach 
State team; defending national 
champion Hawai’i; and UC San 
Diego, who is ranked in the top 10 
in the country. 

Although the core for the 
Gauchos remained the same for 
them, the result against Hawai’i 
this season was no different than 
2021, with Hawai’i beating the 
Gauchos 3-0 and 3-2 in conference 
play this season. 

In the closer 3-2 conference 
game against Hawai’i, the 
Gauchos had multiple areas 
where a subtle adjustment 
could’ve been the difference. First 
of all, the kill percentage was in 
favor of the opponent with a .387 
percentage, with the Gauchos 
being .315. On the defensive side, 
the most standout statistic was 
that the 8 blocks of the Gauchos 
were doubled by Hawai’i getting 
16 blocks in the match.

With the Big West tournament 
on the horizon, it is important the 
Gauchos stay on the same path 
with minor adjustments because 
their games against Hawai’i show 
they can compete with the best in 
the country. NEXUS FILE PHOTO

This Easter weekend saw the 
UC Santa Barbara men’s baseball 
team take on their Big West rival, 
the UC San Diego Tritons, at 
home in the Caesar Uyesaka 
Stadium. The Gauchos, already 
coming off of a three-game win 
streak on the road against the Cal 
State Northridge Matadors, were 
looking to continue the trajectory 
of success here at home. With a 
sizable audience each day, the fans 
were rewarded with a Gaucho 
win each game of the series.

 The Thursday opener started 
off a little shaky. By the 2nd 
inning, the Tritons had the bases 
loaded and were already back 
to the start of the batting order. 
By the next inning, the Tritons’ 
senior catcher Blake FitzGerald 
knocked out a 2-run homer, and 
San Diego took the lead. This 
early lead boosted the confidence 
in the Tritons’ dugout and cast 
a pall of silence over the stands. 
This didn’t last for too long, 
though, as the Gauchos took a 
3-2 lead by the end of the 4th 
inning. And even when the lead 
went back to the Tritons brief ly, 
the Gauchos had an explosive 
5th inning. When the score was 
tied at 4-4, sophomore outfielder 

Broc Mortensen knocked a 3-run 
dinger all the way out of the park. 
Mortensen – a transfer who used 
to be a running back for Cal Poly’s 
football team – has already hit 9 
home runs this season and has a 
slugging percentage nearing .600. 
Once the Gauchos got this boost 
of confidence, the lead remained 
firm, and the boys brought home 
a 10-6 win by the end of the night.

 Friday provided more 
excitement and 10 more runs 
by the home team. Just as in 
the last game, the Tritons took 
an early lead in the 2nd inning, 
but this was interrupted with 3 
straight scoring innings for the 
Gauchos from the 4th to the 
6th. In fact, in the bottom of 
the 5th, the Gauchos scored 6 
runs by routinely keeping the 
bases loaded, scoring a series 
of RBIs. Luckily, the Gauchos’ 
offensive success was aided by 
a strong pitching performance 
by sophomore Nick Welch, who 
earned the win – his first in the 
conference – with 8 strikeouts in 
a mere 4 innings.

 Finally, the afternoon game 
on Saturday provided the most 
thrilling feat of the whole series. 
The Tritons, hoping to recalibrate 
after losing in 2 straight near-
blowouts, put up a good fight 
— with the final score being a 

nail-biting 8-7 in favor of the 
Gauchos. In what was a back-
and-forth slugfest between the 
two opponents, UCSB took 
an early 3-0 lead, which was 
quickly matched by the Tritons. 
Although UCSB never gave 
up their lead, it was not an 
uncommon sight to see both 
teams tied up at the end of 
an inning. At the end of the 
day, the batting lineup came 
to the rescue for the Gauchos 
and aided them in sweeping the 
series. Every batter on the lineup 
made at least one base hit; 5 
batters earned an RBI, and three 
Gauchos hit a home run. By 
the time the bottom of the 8th 
came around, it looked as if extra 
innings was not an impossibility 
— as the score was 6-6. But when 
junior inf ielder Kyle Johnson 
hit an RBI single to right field, 
sending both junior utility player 
Christian Kirtley and senior 
fielder Jason Willow home, the 
Gauchos clinched the win. The 
Tritons scored in the top of the 
9th, hoping to force the bottom 
of the 9th inning, but with 2 outs 
when the run was scored, it was 
too late. The Gauchos secured 
the hard-fought win and swept 
the series — setting them up well 
for their upcoming home series 
against UCLA.

The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
lacrosse club f inished out the 
regular season on Saturday, with 
a hard-fought 10-15 loss against 
its rival Cal Poly Mustangs. 

UCSB’s northern rivals had 
the jump on the Gauchos 
early, scoring 5 goals in the 
f irst quarter and 9 through the 
f irst half for a score of 9-4 at 
the break. An even second half 
resulted in the Gauchos’ f irst 
division loss of the season. As 
both UCSB and Cal Poly were 
heading into this game 2-0, its 
stakes were high. 

A win on Saturday meant 
f irst place in the Western 
Collegiate Lacrosse League 
(WSLL) Southern Division, 
but unfortunately the Gauchos 
could not get the job done. 
Despite this, there are good 
signs for the games to come, 
as UCSB was able to win the 

ground ball battle against 
Cal Poly 47-42 and freshman 
goalkeeper Kevin Shvodian  
turned in a solid outing with a 
save percentage of 51.6%. 

Injury troubles have weakened 
the UCSB roster, particularly 
the defense. Freshman Zen 
Chang and senior Alex Gregory, 
two strong defenders, have been 
forced to miss time. Sophomore 
midfielder Patrick Gough noted 
that these injuries have taken 
a toll on the team, including 
against Cal Poly.

“It’s been diff icult with injuries, 
with our defense especially being 
hit hard, but we have had some 
great players step up in positions 
they had never played before to 
make up [for it],” Gough said. 
“It’s been hard getting used to 
having some of our key starters 
missing.”

Despite the losses to their 
roster, as well as to Cal Poly, the 
Gauchos secured second place 
in the division, giving them a 

berth in the WSLL Division I 
tournament. Their f irst game 
will be against the University 
of Nevada, Reno (UNR) on 
Saturday, April 23, and optimism 
is running high.

“The main goal is to win it 
all and advance to the national 
championship … when we have 
all our cylinders f iring and 
everything coming together, 
there isn’t a single team in the 
MCLA that we can’t beat,” 
Gough said.

The WSLL tournament 
consists of three rounds; if the 
Gauchos can handle UNR, they 
will play University of California, 
Berkeley, who they narrowly lost 
to in their season opener, by 
14-16. If the Gauchos can even 
the score there, they will play the 
winner of Cal Poly versus Santa 
Clara University/Dominican 
University in the WSLL finals. 
A win there will secure a trip to 
the national tournament held in 
Round Rock, Texas.

Gauchos Sweep Weekend 
Series Against the Tritons

UCSB Men’s Lacrosse Gears Up 
for Tournament Play
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Consequences of Consumption
Rabies, HIV/AIDS and — most notably — COVID-

19 are all animal-borne diseases, also known as 
zoonoses. Priorities of global health and the study 
of how diseases spread are primarily impacted by 
the spread and rapid population growth of humans 
throughout the globe in just the past few centuries. 

The advancement of human society and knowledge 
has led to better sanitation, improved disease control 
and the development of vaccines and antibiotics. 
However, the burden of infectious diseases is 
simultaneously compounded by the domestication 
of animals and the deforestation and urbanization of 
wildlife areas. A review published on ScienceDirect 
involving scholars from around the world, including 
Susanne H. Sokolow, a postdoctoral scholar of 
the UC Santa Barbara Marine Science Institute, 
contributes analysis to the global conversation about 
disease ecology. 

The study suggests that the second half of the 
past century has seen an increase in the risk of 
contracting a zoonotic disease, as well as an increase 
in the number of epidemics and pandemics. 

According to the publication, these trends likely 
represent the unforeseen consequences of the rapid 
globalization and development of the human race in 
recent years; as humans crowd more and more in 
large cities, consume more and more livestock and 
take more and more trips internationally, zoonotic 
diseases have more opportunities to spread, shock 
our socioeconomic systems and cause high rates of 
death. 

The review looks at how outbreaks of zoonotic 
diseases are a result of human degradation of our 
ecosystems and bases policy recommendations on 
these studies to slow down the consumption of 
livestock and agriculture, thus strengthening our 
biosecurity. 

Ancient Aquifers 

Fossil groundwater is a source of water that has 
been beneath the Earth’s surface for at least 12,000 
years. It is projected that this ancient form of 
groundwater comprises more than half of the global 
groundwater supply on the Earth, being stored 

within 1,000 meters of the land surface. 
Radioisotope measurements are responsible for 

the identification of where on the planet the natural 
resources lie, as well as the majority of scientists’ 
current understanding of their distributions. 
Mapping where wells tap into the fossil aquifers, 
while relatively unknown, is important for water 
quality and quantity management. 

Researchers from the UCSB Bren School of 
Environmental Science & Management, Merhawi 
GebreEgziabher and Scott Jasechko, along with 
Debra Perrone from the Environmental Studies 
Program, have conducted research on the global 
spread of fossil groundwater in order to better 
understand its spatial distributions and test the 
frequency by which stores have increased or 
decreased over time. 

The combination of radioisotopic-based fossil 
groundwater prevalence and well-drilling data, 
paired with a novel geodatabase consisting of 440 
aquifer systems, revealed that the wells that 
are sufficiently deep enough to tap into 
fossil aquifers are widespread, although 
not directly associated with 
groundwater depletion, indicating 
that fossil groundwater is not 
necessarily a nonrenewable 
water supply. 

This fortif ies the 
importance of making 
efforts to safeguard 
the natural resource 
in order to ensure 
the quality and 
quantity of 
present and 
future water 
demands. 

Marine Science Meets Citizen Science

The COVID-19 pandemic has infiltrated almost 
all aspects of life on this planet, and its effects will 
no doubt be felt long into the future. However, 
one area which we may not immediately think of 
as having been negatively affected is the so-called 
“blue economy,” the socioeconomic sector built on 
human-ocean interactions including marine tourism, 
fishing and aquaculture. A team of scientists from 
universities and marine laboratories around the 
world, including UCSB’s Chris Honeyman of the 
Marine Science Institute, has launched a new global 
project called “Our Ocean in COVID-19,” which 
aims to overcome existing difficulties with gauging 
changes in the ocean and our relationship with it. 
These difficulties, such as resource-intensive data 
collection, have been amplified by the pandemic, 
making it even more of a priority to develop a way 
to both qualitatively and quantitatively 

study the blue economy in order to be able to 
establish successful practices for a more resilient 
and sustainable future. The project utilizes an app 
called eOceans, which allows citizen scientists to 
document activities, such as surfing or boating, 
and observations of wildlife and environmental 
surroundings, which can then be analyzed and 
interpreted by professionals. The project differs 
from past citizen science efforts, as it makes use of 
a mobile app and platform which allows for real-
time documentation and more user accessibility, 
ultimately leading to a larger and more detailed 
set of data. “Our Ocean in COVID-19” presents a 
valuable opportunity for studying human-ocean 
relationships and hopefully will reveal concrete 
ways in which we can secure the future of the blue 
economy.
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It’s Satire, Stupid.
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Tinder Date Actually Cake 

Migraine Mommy
Cake Correspondent   

Second-year student Lucy Baker knew that 
her date looked too sweet to be real – and 
she was right. Here is her vulnerable and 
shocking story.

“At f irst, I swiped right because he looked 
good enough to eat! Curly brown hair, 
chocolate-colored eyes and a bright smile. 
We were talking for a while on the app, and 
he seemed really sweet, so we f inally agreed 
to meet up at Woodstock’s.

“When I got to Woodstock’s, I saw him 
sitting at one of the booths in the back. I 
waved at him, but he didn’t wave back. He just 
kept staring straight ahead and didn’t move 
a muscle. I f igured he was just nervous. But 
when I got to the booth, he still didn’t move, 
and I knew something was wrong. 

“I was like, ‘Tristan? Hello?’ and he just 
stared straight ahead with his chocolate-
brown eyes. And then, all of a sudden, this 
bitch in a cupcake apron with a knife came out 
of nowhere and sliced him down the middle. I 
almost fainted, but then Skittles spilled out of 
him and his chest fell away to reveal he was 
actually cake. Yeah, he was cake. 

“Then, these camera people came out 
of nowhere, and the chick with the knife 
announced to me that her name was Trixie, 
and that I was on a reality TV show called 
‘Tinder Treats.’ Apparently, it’s this whole 
thing where they catf ish people on Tinder 

with a picture of a realistic human cake 
on the profile, but when you show up they 
surprise you by revealing it’s not a person. 
The inspiration was supposed to be from 
those ‘is it cake?’ Instagram videos where 
they cut a sneaker or a banana and it’s cake, 
except this time it’s a person. 

“I don’t know who the fuck thought this 
was a cute idea, but I’m still in therapy. I 
have serious trust issues now. And the worst 
part is, the cake didn’t even taste good. It 
wasn’t even scrumptious!! It was that really 
mediocre Ralphs cake. If you are going to 
give me lasting trauma, it should’ve at least 
been Gelson’s-level patisserie.

“I was sobbing, but Trixie made me eat 
through my tears. She thought it would make 
me feel better. But no. The frosting was the 
consistency of cement, and I think my teeth 
started writing their wills due to the 100% 
sugar content. The cake offered no respite 
either. It had the consistency of a 99 Cents 
Only Store’s dish sponge. My body started to 
tremble, and my stomach churned upon the 
second bite. I think my system recognized 
it as the most mid thing I’ve ever eaten and 
immediately started to reject it.”  

“Bottom line, I would just like to say a big 
‘fuck you’ to Trixie at Tinder Treats. I hate 
you, and I will be sending you my therapy 
bill.” 

Migraine Mommy is made out of cake! Take a 
bite. Yum yum. 

BREAKING: God Canceled

CHRISTY YU / DAILY NEXUS 

Roberto Gutierrez
Atheist   

This past weekend marked a rare trifecta in 
religious observance, as Ramadan, Passover 
and Easter all took place on the same weekend! 
This sudden blow to the usual depravity of 
Isla Vista has left many students, heretics 
and downright naughty people wondering the 
same thing: Isn’t it time we canceled God?

“We as a society have run out of 
people to cancel,” avid twitter user 
@stopaskingforfeetpics informed us. “We’ve 
started to just make shit up to try to cancel 
people, like when my boy started that shit 
about A$AP Rocky. We scoured the internet 
for targets, going so far as to look past the 
f irst page of Google. The situation was so dire, 
we almost went with canceling Joe Gaucho, 
but then one of us suggested we go after the 
almighty Father himself. Imagine the clout we 
can get from that!”

Isla Vista has separated into multiple factions 
in order to handle canceling all three parts 
of God: The Father will be slandered by 
Twinks of Santa Barbara as they are experts 
in misbehaving with daddy, The Son will be 
ridiculed by fraternity bros as they specialize 

in hurling obscenities at minorities, and the 
Holy Spirit will be captured by the religious 
studies majors – who weren’t originally part 
of the plan but just wanted something to do. 
One is left to wonder, however, if God truly 
deserves to be canceled.

“He sure … [belch noise] … he sure fuckin’ 
does!” said ex-prophet-turned-functional 
alcoholic Chris T. Sejus, while demolishing his 
third bag of “blood” which smelled an awful 
lot like wine. “That son of a BITCH doesn’t 
even know, doesn’t even THINK about what 
he does … you ever seen a blobfish? Look 
that shit up! What the hell even is that!” He 
went on to speak complete gibberish to our 
f ield reporter for about 30 minutes, repeatedly 
offering bread and fish that didn’t seem to run 
out.

Perhaps it is time for the man upstairs to face 
the social consequences of his actions. A quick 
look at any story in the Old Testament would 
back this sentiment up. It does, however, leave 
one wondering: If UC Santa Barbara manages 
to cancel God, what future lies before us? 
Worse yet, what might happen … if we fail?

Roberto Gutierrez is not looking forward to 
explaining this in confession.

KATHLEEN SANTACRUZ / DAILY NEXUS 

SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 
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ON THE MENU
Farmers Market Finds: 

Camino Real Marketplace

STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS

Yuriko Chavez
Staff Writer
Stephanie Gerson
On the Menu Asst. Editor

When you enter the Goleta 
farmers market in the Camino Real 
Marketplace, a wave of gratitude 
and joy will rush over you. Amidst 
the white tents and rows upon rows 
of colorful vegetables, you can’t 
help but feel extremely lucky that 
this open-air market is a regular 
event in Goleta. Farmers markets 
are extremely important for local 
farms and the overall community. 
Consumers are able to form a 
connection with the people who 
put in so much time and effort to 
grow and harvest food, something 
that you can’t experience at your 
everyday, conventional grocery 
store. 

In addition to the community-
building aspect, the environmental 
impacts of farmers markets are worth 
noting. Many fruits and vegetables 
at the market are packaged without 
plastic or excessive packaging, 
almost all food is grown organically 
without harmful pesticides, and 
locally sourced produce travels 
about 27 times less distance than 
conventionally sourced produce. 
Overall, farmers markets boast a 
much smaller carbon footprint than 
commercial markets. 

The Goleta farmers market 
is hosted every Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Camino Real 
Marketplace, just a few minutes 
away from UC Santa Barbara. 
Vendors travel from all over Santa 
Barbara County to sell fresh produce, 
flowers, baked goods, body products 
and more. On the Menu staff writer 
Yuriko Chavez and assistant editor 
Stephanie Gerson set out on a 
Sunday morning to do their regular 
food shopping and spoke with a few 
of the lovely vendors who sell at the 
market regularly.

Ojai Microgreens
We were drawn to the Ojai 

Microgreens stand by their table 
of intriguing beds of wheatgrass 
and multicolored sprouts. Their 
microgreens are the perfect addition 
to brighten up salads, sandwiches 
and almost any dish. According 

to their website, Buddy Barnett, 
their founder, discovered the health 
benefits of microgreens while 
struggling with cancer and started 
growing microgreens himself. We 
spoke with Mariana, an operator 
of the stand and someone who 
has worked with the family’s 
farm for years. She happily stated, 
“We love to come and provide 
the community with some fresh 
sprouts and microgreens which are 
also super healthy for you.” Ojai 
Microgreens has been an active 
vendor within farmers markets 
since 1996, and their products are 
exclusively available through those 
markets. 

Ebby’s Organic Farm
The Ebby’s Organic Farm stand 

had a colorful array of carrots, 
root vegetables and over a dozen 
varieties of lettuce. We interviewed 
Lorena Iniguez, who runs the farm 
with her husband, Mike Iniguez. 
They’ve been managing their 
organic farm for over 40 years, 
and their 11-acre farm is located 
in Goleta. Iniguez emphasized 
the struggles of running a farm, 
especially in the dry Santa Barbara 
area. Most people are unaware 
that smaller farms don’t own their 
own land and they “face a lot of 
challenges like water lending” from 
the county. Despite these hardships, 
Ebby’s Organic Farm has since been 
thriving at the farmers markets for 
15 years. Farmers market vending 
meant that the Iniguez family could 
“grow more variety” and a smaller 
quantity of crops in order to adjust 
to the farmers market crowd that 
is looking for a diverse selection of 
produce. 

Shepherd Farms
Spread out among the tables are 

a wide variety of vibrant produce, 
such as numerous types of leafy 
greens and bright red beets. Running 
the stand is a family of three, 
who collaborate smoothly while 
numerous customers gather to their 
stand. We interviewed the daughter 
of the couple, Kimberly Iniguez, 
who has been working at farmers 
markets for over 20 years. She 
shares that her dad began working 
for their partner in Shepard Farms 

for over 30 years and then about 10 
years ago became a partner himself, 
so they’ve become increasingly 
more involved in the community. 
She smiles brightly as she raves 
about her mom’s salsa which will be 
available in the summer: “Make sure 
you come back in the summertime!”

Chavez Family Farms
Even from a distance, you can 

smell the sweet scent of Chavez 
Family Farms’ berries. They have 
an abundance of strawberries, 
blueberries, broccoli, spinach, 
cilantro and more. We spoke with 
Aldo Chavez, whose father began 
his business farming in Santa 
Maria, California, in 1988. Though 
they have a large assortment of 
vegetables, Chavez said that their 
“main thing is mostly strawberries, 
blueberries, raspberries [and] 
blackberries.” Their family farm 
will also be generational, as Chavez 
shared, “After I finished school, I 
decided to go and help them and 
get more involved in the business. 
So for the last five years, I’ve been a 
lot more invested in it.” 

Vendors that were not present at 
the market on Sunday, April 17, that 
we also love include Burkdoll Farms 
and Baba Small Batch Hummus. 
Burkdoll Farm mainly sells fruit 
varieties. They also make delicious 
homemade jam in f lavors, such 
as peach raspberry. Baba Small 
Batch Hummus sells a variety of 
dips and pita crackers with flavor 
combinations you may have never 
seen before. Their dill and mint 
hummus is quite phenomenal. 
Hopefully, these two vendors return 
to Goleta next weekend. 

The Goleta farmers market 
prides itself on unbeatable prices, 
high-quality produce and the most 
welcoming vendors. There truly is 
something for everyone, whether 
you’re into rare mushroom varieties, 
freshly baked bread, lush lettuce or 
juicy strawberries. While the Goleta 
farmers market is held on Sundays, 
the Santa Barbara Certified Farmers’ 
Market Association hosts five other 
markets in Santa Barbara County 
throughout the week. Grab your 
reusable bags and go support your 
local farms!

Celine Pun
Staff Writer

Located on   6489 Calle Real Suite D, Goleta, CA 
93117, Captain Fatty’s Brewery is a cozy bar tucked 
away on Los Carneros Road by the roundabout to 
Trader Joe’s. Without a local, I would have needed 
really good luck to find this hidden gem.  

My friends and I went around 6 p.m., and there 
was a lot of parking in both the front and back. The 
place itself had a lively ambiance. Everyone seemed 
to be lightly chatting and drinking to de-stress after 
a long day. Some men and their dog were playing a 
hook game. 

The brewery had a variety of unique seating 
options, like couches, picnic tables and a bar. We sat 
at a log table in the front. 

For my first drink, I selected a Mexican Hot 
Chocolate Stout. It sounded charming. I’ve had a 
spiked chocolate milkshake before, so I was curious. 
The drink had a gorgeous, dark chocolate color. The 
bartender offered cayenne pepper and cinnamon as 
toppings. I appreciated the cinnamon. After a few sips, 
the sticky thickness of this drink was not for me. 

My Puerto Rican friend went inside with the beer 

and traded it for the Vortex IPA which has Cascade 
and Mosaic hops. According to her, usually in bars, 
if the drink is not good, you can exchange it. The 
Vortex IPA was sweeter and more enjoyable for slow 
sips. 

In the back, the Santa Barbara Woodfire Catering 
sells pizza. After getting beers from Captain Fatty’s, 
we paid them a visit. Three, f luffy dogs growled and 
wrestled by the cashier’s feet. The pizzas are 12 inches 
and $12, with a dollar extra for each topping. The 
cashier recommended their Goat Pizza which has 
goat cheese, ham, arugula and the most fascinating 
pizza sauce: habanero-apricot jam. 

I was slowly sipping my beer because I wanted to 
pair it with the pizza. The pizza took quite a long time 
to come out. I was quite impatient, but it was worth it. 

The Goat Pizza was quite a magical experience. 
The habanero-apricot jam added a pleasant sweetness 
and the most gentle slap of heat. The goat cheese was 
crumbly and addictive. The ham was roasted and 
slightly crispy. The arugula was topped after roasting, 
so it was super fresh and raw: a beautiful harmony. 

When my out-of-town friends come to visit next, 
I will bring them to this amazing microbrewery and 
pizzeria, the perfect place to catch up, drink and dine.

A Night at Captain Fatty’s

CELINE PUN / DAILY NEXUS

Maiyan Pearl
Reporter

If you were walking around 
hungry on Deltopia, you might 
have passed by Zócalo, located 
at 901 Embarcadero Del Mar 
Suite 101. 

It’s always exciting to hear 
about new restaurants popping 
up around Isla Vista. As a 
transfer student and now 
graduating senior, I have made 
it my mission to eat at every 
restaurant in Isla Vista and 
complete this “bucket list.” So 
far, I have been pretty consistent 
with my quest. 

Founded by our very own 
UC Santa Barbara student Jaime 
Hernandez, who is graduating 
this year in chemistry, Zócalo is 
100% family owned; the entire 
family has had an impact on 
everything, from the website 
and logo to the cooks in the 

back! 
Everything on the menu is 

homemade. According to 
Hernandez, you will rarely find 
canned goods in their kitchen. 
This is especially true for their 
horchata, which has been given 
a fun, caffeinated twist with the 
addition of two shots of coffee.

“Even the horchata is 100% 
homemade; we use rice milk and 
cinnamon sticks,” Hernandez 
said. “You get the nice f lavor 
of coffee but mixed with the 
cinnamon and the rice milk, 
and it has a really good taste 
to it!”

Their menu consists of 
classic Mexican cuisine, such 
as tacos and burritos, but the 
most popular item is their torta. 
A torta is a type of Mexican 
sandwich usually consisting of 
beans, mayo, lettuce, pico de 
gallo and protein, served with 
fresh-baked Mexican telera 

bread. They also have a plethora 
of breakfast options, like huevos 
rancheros and different bagel 
sandwiches. If you are looking 
for a new coffee shop to try, 
you definitely need to check out 
their drink menu. 

When asked about the 
inspiration behind Zócalo, 
Jaime explained that Zócalo 
is named after a main square 
in Mexico City. “It’s where 
they do independence days 
celebrations, and it’s a big center 
for everything,” Hernandez said. 
Just like the main square in 
Mexico, Zócalo hopes to be a 
central meeting place for Isla 
Vista students. This is the place 
for team meetings, catching up 
with friends, grabbing a coffee 
and some delicious food — it’s a 
one-stop shop! 

If I could describe Zócalo 
in three words, it would be: 
authentic, love and homemade! 

Zócalo: An I.V. Newcomer

MAIYAN PEARL / DAILY NEXUS
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ARTSWEEK
King Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard at The Arlington Theatre
Derek Mejia
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, April 13, 
2022, Australian band King 
Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard 
brought their mind-altering 
brand of psychedelic rock 
to The Arlington Theatre in 
downtown Santa Barbara. The 
group was joined by supporting 
acts DJ Dan Crenshaw and 
fellow Melbourne band Mildlife. 

Mildlife, who opened for King 
Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard, 
brought their distinct melting 
pot of genre-blurring tunes to 
the Arlington stage. The tracks 
ranged anywhere from disco, 
jazz and funk-inf luenced tunes. 
The band played as attendees 
slowly trickled in, mesmerized 
by the sights and sound of 
the band onstage. Listening 
to the band, I was struck by 
the intense and unyielding 
interplay between bass player 
Tom Shanahan and drummer 
Jim Rindf leish, who maintained 
a solid rhythmic base. This 
a l lowed guitar ist Adam 
Halliwell and synthesizer player 
and singer Kevin McDowell to 
experiment with more sublime 
tones and melodies. Toward 
the end of their set, you could 
visibly see audience members 
tuned in to the group’s music, 
as several people got up and 
danced. 

Prior to the show, King 
Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard 
announced on their Instagram 
that they would be playing an 
all-acoustic set. Onstage, you 
could see stagehands bringing 
out several acoustic guitars, and 
there was even a grand piano 
off to the side. The band came 
out to thunderous applause, 
and audience members 
immediately stood up from 
their seats. The group opened 
the set with “The River” from 
their 2015 album “Quarters!” 
Without taking any pause, the 

band immediately jumped into 
songs “Sleepwalker” and “It’s 
Got Old.” All the while, the 
band had some lively onstage 
graphics on a screen behind 
them, projecting snippets 
from “The River” music video 
that was directed by Jason 
Galea, longtime il lustrator 
and collaborator for the band. 
After the three opening songs, 
guitarist Joey Walker noted that 
this acoustic set was the f irst 
one they have played outside 
of Australia, joking, “Which 
basically makes it our f irst 
acoustic one ever.” Afterward, 
the band played “Muddy Water” 
off 2017’s “Gumboot Soup.” At 
that moment I noticed that no 
one in the audience was in their 
seats. In fact, several attendees 
were crowding the aisle trying 
to get a better view of the band. 

After f inishing the song, 
Walker asked the audience, 
“How’s the acoustic sound?” to 
which the crowd responded with 
cheers. Vocalist and guitarist 
Stu Mackenzie then mentioned 
that the set was “dedicated to 
our audio peeps who made this 
happen.” Mackenzie recounted 
the band’s decision to play an 
acoustic set in Santa Barbara 
after their show at the Fox 
Theater in Pomona the night 
before. This left their audio 
team scrambling to f ind a piano 
for the show. 

During the set, the band played 
one of my personal favorite 
King Gizzard & the Lizard 
Wizard songs acoustically 
for the f irst time: “Mr. Beat” 
from 2016’s “Nonagon Inf inity.” 
The acoustic rendition of the 
song maintained the dynamic 
energy of the album version, 
while giving it a laid-back and 
intimate feel. After the song, 
the band jokingly interacted 
with the crowd. During this 
interplay, Mackenzie asked, 
“Any heavy metal fans here?” 
which was met with applause. 

Then Walker added to the 
line of questioning, “Any John 
Mayer fans?” which was met 
with loud boos. Eventually, 
as if following some sort of 
Cartesian line of thought, 
Walker declared, “What the 
fuck is music?” 

As if the band’s extensive 
repertoire was not any more 
impressive, they played a song 
off their upcoming album that 
was titled “Blame It on the 
Weather.” While the band 
played the new track, projected 
on the background were images 
of what can only be described 
as apocalyptic visions of 
weather, if you dropped acid 
right before looking up at the 

sky as the world was ending. 
When the song was over, one 
of the members asked, “Any of 
you guys going to Coachella?” 
Some people in the audience 
cheered. The band is set to play 
both weekends of the iconic 
music festival. Someone in 
the band responded, “See you 
at the ’chella.”  The seventh 
song of the set was “The Bitter 
Boogie,” which saw the band 
reaching Grateful Dead levels 
of extended jamming. During 
the song, the band engaged 
in a bit of call and response, 
chanting the word “bitter” over 
and over while Walker took 
a solo. Mackenzie walked to 
each member of the band and 

offered them a mystery drink 
from a bottle. During the band’s 
performance of the songs “Dirt” 
and “Hot Water” they were 
joined by Mildlife’s Halliwell, 
who Mackenzie noted, “We’ve 
know[n] … our whole lives.” 
Halliwell played the f lute on 
the tunes. He wasn’t the only 
member of Mildlife to join the 
band for their performance. 
On the last two songs of the 
night, Rindf leish joined the 
band onstage, playing the 
drums alongside King Gizzard 
& the Lizard Wizard drummer 
Michael Cavanagh. Once 
again, the band descended into 
extended jams. As the band’s 
performance came to an end, 

Mackenzie waved goodbye 
to the audience, and several 
attendees returned the gesture. 
As he made his way off the 
stage, he stopped at the lip of 
the stage, grabbed the setlist 
and began to fold it into a 
paper airplane. While the band 
continued to play, Mackenzie 
walked up to the microphone 
and expressed his thanks to 
the audience. The performance 
was over, but the crowd was 
eager for more, cheering for 
an encore. Unfortunately, for 
myself and everyone else in 
attendance, there was no more 
King Gizzard & the Lizard 
Wizard in Santa Barbara that 
night.

DEREK MEJIA / DAILY NEXUS 

Originality Is Back: “Everything Everywhere All 
at Once” Is an Instant Classic in All Universes

Graham Glass
Reporter

Hot dog f ingers, black hole 
everything bagels, Ratatouille-
inspired raccoon hibachi chefs 
and “Clair de Lune” performed 
by Jamie Lee Curtis’s pianist 
toes are just a few of many 
f lamboyant gags in Daniel 
Kwan and Daniel Scheinert 
(who title themselves under 
the assemblage “Daniels”)’s 
magnum opus of a f i lm, 
“Everything Everywhere All at 
Once.” While these references 
may strike as silly, doltish, over 
the top or sophomoric, these 
descriptions are what make 
“Everything Everywhere All at 
Once” the f ilm of a lifetime (or 
lifetimes, for that matter). The 
f ilm is one of many stories in 
the current trend of attempts 
to depict the multiverse. While 
the concept may be becoming 
overdone or exhausting (any 
recent or upcoming Marvel 
blockbuster), the Daniels’ 
approach provides an original 
and eccentric explanation 
that ends up being one of the 
most amusing, emotional and 
gratifying science f iction f ilms 
of the 21st century. 

 The f ilm tells the story 
of Evelyn Wang, a Chinese 
immigrant who is dealing with 
the overbearing stress of  her 
laundromat being audited and 

the tumultuous relationship 
with her husband and daughter, 
who both seem to be falling 

out of love with their cold wife 
and mother. When Evelyn is 
recruited to f ill the trope as 

the “chosen one” of the f ilm, 
she must learn how to jump 
between parallel universes, all 
existing from different choices 
Evelyn would have made in her 
past life. By jumping through 
the universes, Evelyn is to 
defeat the antagonist of the f ilm 
who is planning to destroy the 
multiverse through a vast, all-
encompassing, bagel-inspired 
black hole. (The plot gets 
extensively more complex, and 
explaining it could take up a 
novel, thus this short summary 
must suff ice.) The result of the 
hilarious and action-packed f ilm 
is a story about unconditional 
love, kindness and a reminder of 
how incredible it is to exist, all 
told through hopeful nihilism. 

 Evelyn and the various 
versions of herself existing 
throughout the multiverse 
are played by 1990s kung fu 
heroine phenomenon Michelle 
Yeoh. Her husband and 
daughter and their alter egos 
are played by Ke Huy Quan and 
Stephanie Hsu, respectively. All 
performances (not to forget 
a uproarious performance by 
Curtis like you’ve never seen 
her before) are phenomenally 
acted out in ways that evoke 
emotion from the audience 
and create connections as if 
the viewer was living through 
the relatable characters. The 
actors also provided most of 

their own stunts throughout 
their incredible “Kill Bill”-
esque f ighting sequences, 
choreographed by the talented 
Andy and Brian Le. While the 
actors give their characters 
realistic on-screen lives, the 
writing and directing of these 
characters must be credited as 
well. The Daniels co-wrote and 
co-directed the f ilm, giving 
their signature foolishness seen 
in previous familiar works, such 
as the Daniel Radcliffe dead-
man puppet feature “Swiss Army 
Man” and the viral phenomenon 
of a music video for Lil Jon’s 
“Turn Down for What.” While 
the latter serves as a funny and 
trippy interpretation of a song, 
audiences familiar with “Swiss 
Army Man” know that the 
Daniels know how to balance 
the outlandish with heart, 
creating sequences where the 
audience is shocked, grossed out 
or cackling one moment and 
then crying and contemplating 
existential concepts the next. 
This is exactly what “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” does, 
and it does it for two and half 
hours of the wildest ride of your 
life. 

 There are def initely bound 
to be some critical viewers 
who may not appreciate the 
erratic, fast-paced silliness of 
the f ilm. Some may complain 
that some storylines brought 

up in the f ilm (reference the 
opening line of this review) 
are juvenile and make the f ilm 
hard to take seriously. Do not 
go into this f ilm expecting to 
take it extremely seriously, and 
do not be expecting to enjoy 
every minute. “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” might 
get a tad obnoxious or annoying 
at moments, but one must look 
past this when viewing it. The 
f ilm takes place across many 
universes, all of which have 
dif ferent styles and feels to 
them, and this is essential to the 
story being told. If one is not 
willing to look past the silliness 
in some aspects of the f ilm, they 
will never truly understand the 
message and meaning the story 
is trying to convey. The movie 
is not perfect, but this is one of 
the aspects about it that makes 
it all the more enjoyable. 

 A roller coaster of a f ilm f illed 
with action, laughter, thought-
provoking points and love, 
“Everything Everywhere All at 
Once” takes the done-to-death 
multiverse movie and gives it 
a revamping that major movie 
studios have yet to do. Filled 
with incredible performances, 
striking visuals and a storyline 
with an overarching important 
life lesson, the Daniels bring a 
f ilm that is destined to change 
lives and the way movies are 
created across all universes.

Courtesy of IMDB
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The Signs as Rats
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I f irst want to preface this article by making 
apparent my identity as a hearing individual. 
I acknowledge the limitations of my own 
experiences and also recognize that those in the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing community are not 
obligated to act as spokespeople or educators 
for their community. Therefore, I want to use 
this space to celebrate Deaf History Month and 
offer insight into some of the community’s early 
achievements and historic milestones.

This topic is incredibly important to me because 
I studied American Sign Language (ASL) and 
learned about the Deaf community for three 
years in high school. Although I am a hearing 
individual, I intend for those who are hearing 
as well, or those who may not know much 
about the Deaf community, to benefit from this 
article in learning more about Deaf culture and 
history. I’ve learned how signif icant this particular 
community, as well as their language, really is, 

and I feel it is appropriate to share how 
and why Deaf History Month 

should be discussed 

more frequently. 
Deaf History 

Month honors Deaf 
culture and the ongoing 
contributions that Deaf organizat ions 
and non-Deaf allies have made to make everyday 
things accessible to those who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. The history of the Deaf community 
is ever-evolving, but I want to highlight the 
monumental impacts and progress that have 
positively benef ited the Deaf community. As 
a college student, I am most inspired by the 
educational aspect of the Deaf community’s 
history. 

The American School for the Deaf was 
established on April 15, 1817. They are known 
today as the foundation for accessible education 
for those who are deaf and hard of hearing. Shortly 
after, on April 8, 1864, Gallaudet University was 
founded. These two universities allow for a safe 
and secure space for deaf and hard of hearing 
students to learn in an environment suitable for 
their needs. 

Prior to these establishments, deaf students 
would have been forced to lip-read and speak in 
school, which would only induce further stress 
as both lip-reading and producing speech are 
diff icult. As both of these institutions are still in 
operation today, deaf and hard of hearing students 
have continuously gained opportunities to obtain 
college degrees that otherwise would not have 
been made accessible to them if these kinds of 
universities did not exist. 

Deaf History Month is technically celebrated 
from March 13 to April 15. The month of April 
is particularly special due to the fact that these 
universities were established in the month of April 
in the 1800s.

However, these universities would not exist 
today if it hadn’t been for signif icant f igures in 
the Deaf community, such as Thomas Hopkins 

Gallaudet and Laurent Clerc.
In the early 1800s, Gallaudet traveled from 

America to Europe to learn a form of sign 
language that would help him communicate with 
his daughter who was deaf. Among his many 
advisors, Clerc impressed Gallaudet the most 
with his ability to communicate through sign, 
so he asked him to travel back to America with 
him where they would evidently form the world’s 
f irst Deaf and Hard of Hearing educational 
institution, The American School for the Deaf. 
This monumental achievement later inspired the 
founding of Gallaudet University, named in honor 
of Gallaudet and all of his efforts to make the 
world more accessible to the Deaf community.  

Now, I want to address the beautiful form of 
communication utilized by the Deaf community, 
American Sign Language (ASL). Approximately 
13% of people in the United States ages 12 and 
older experience hearing loss in both of their 
ears. With that statistic in mind, ASL is a crucial 
expression of communication that is invaluable to 
any individual who experiences hearing loss. 

ASL in particular was inf luenced by French Sign 
Language. There are different adaptations of sign 
language all around the world, such as Chinese 
Sign Language, Spanish Sign Language or British, 
Australian and New Zealand Sign Language. 

There is no distinct moment in history when 
ASL became an off icial language, 

but most allot its creation 
to be in the 

year 1817, when Gallaudet formed The American 
School for the Deaf and made adaptations to the 
form of sign language he learned while in Europe, 
thus establishing ASL. If you’re interested in 
learning ASL, American Sign Language 4 All is 
a club at UCSB that offers sign language lessons 
and opportunities to learn more about the Deaf 
community.

In today’s society, ASL has been identif ied as its 
own formal language by at least 35 states, which 
means many elementary schools, high schools 
and colleges recognize ASL as its own unique 
language and offer classes in ASL as part of their 
curriculums. As a student who took ASL for three 
years, I absolutely loved it, as it invites an entirely 
new perspective to communication and brought 
me closer to the Deaf community as an ally. 

In addition to the educational aspects of Deaf 
culture, Deaf History Month is also recognized 
as a space to respect the societal efforts made by 
those in the Deaf community over time. Those in 
the community have constantly been working to 
make all facets of the world accessible to those 
with hearing loss — such as the availability of ASL 
interpreters, closed captioning devices in movie 
theaters, visual alert systems (e.g., f lashing lights 
when someone knocks on a deaf person’s front door 
or f lashing alarms for text and call notif ications) 
and the affordability of hearing aids and cochlear 
implants. These advanced technologies would 
not have been made accessible to those in the 
Deaf community had it not been for their societal 
efforts and advocation for such things. 

On a political level, the Deaf community has 
had to f ight battles concerning equal opportunity 
in employment, health care, education and 

many other parts of everyday life. The National 
Association of the Deaf (NAD) was established 
to advocate for these civil rights. Over time, the 
NAD managed to contribute to the development 
of federal civil rights laws that currently protect 
the rights to equal access for those who are deaf 
or hard of hearing. 

One of the arguably most monumental 
occurrences in Deaf history is the Deaf President 
Now (DPN) protest that occurred in March 
1988. Gallaudet University had elected Elisabeth 
A. Zinser, a hearing woman, as their seventh 
president, which subsequently angered the deaf 
and hard of hearing students, who demanded their 
president be a member of the Deaf community. 
Uproar amongst frustrated alumni, faculty, staff 
and students shut down the campus, as many 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the university’s 
Board of Trustees’ decision to elect Zinser despite 
so many wants for a deaf president.

The following were the protesters’ four demands, 
which came to be addressed as “The Big Four,” as 
quoted from Gallaudet University’s website:

1. “Elisabeth Zinser must resign and a deaf 
person selected president;

2. Jane Spilman must step down as chairperson 
of the Board of Trustees;

3. Deaf people must constitute a 51% majority on 
the Board; and

4. There would be no reprisals against any 
student or employee involved in the protest.”

The protest began on March 6, 1988, and by 
March 13, 1988, all four of the protesters’ 

demands had been met: Zinser 
stepped down and I. 

King Jordan, a 
deaf man, 

was named president of Gallaudet University. If 
you are interested, Gallaudet University’s website 
has a breakdown of the entire DPN protest.

All of these enduring and heroic moments 
achieved by those in the Deaf community 
are the essence of what makes Deaf History 
Month so special. Their history is extensive and 
ever-evolving. Even in today’s world, the Deaf 
community is still making history. At the 2022 
Academy Awards, Troy Kotsur won the Oscar 
for Best Supporting Actor for his role in the f ilm 
“CODA,” the f irst deaf person to ever do so in 
history. On top of that, “CODA,” which has a 
predominantly deaf cast in its main character 
roles, won the Oscar for Best Picture.

The coming-of-age f ilm centers on a mainly 
deaf family, in which one daughter is hearing 
and comes across conf lict between her dreams 
to sing and family obligations. It is signif icant 
for a f ilm that follows a storyline about the Deaf 
community to win such an honorable award, as 
it has never been seen at a prestigious f ilm award 
show like the Oscars before. 

With that being said, the Deaf community is so 
very admirable in all that they have accomplished 
and deserve all of the recognition that should 
come with that level of success. I hope you have 
learned more about the Deaf community and 
maintain newfound respect for what they have 
encountered, overcome and achieved. 

Reese Coblentz wants to bring more attention 
to these educational, societal and political elements 
throughout Deaf history and why we need to bring 
more attention to the Deaf community’s challenges and 
accomplishments.
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