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Members of the UC Santa 
Barbara student community 
are looking forward to the 
return of Deltopia — an annual 
unsanctioned 
party in the 
s t ree t s of 
I s la Vi s ta 
that occurs 
a n n u a l l y 
dur ing the 
f irst weekend 
of  spr ing 
quarter. 

This year’s 
Deltopia will 
be the f irst at 
full capacity 
s ince the 
beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, though a smaller 
crowd of students still partied 
on Del Playa during the f irst 
weekend of the quarter in 2021. 
Now, many f irst-, second- and 

third-year students will be 
attending their f irst Deltopia 
this year.

Meredith Johnson, fourth-
year statistics and data science 
major, plans to take ful l 
advantage of the festivities.

“This whole weekend is 
reserved for not being sober,” 

J o h n s o n 
said.

S h e 
a t t ended 
D e l top i a 
d u r i n g 
h e r 
f reshman 
year — 
the only 
w o r d s 
w i t h 
w h i c h 
she could 
d e s c r i b e 

it being: “It was really fun. I 
don’t remember it super well.”

Johnson happened to work 
as a Community Service 
Organization (CSO) off icer that 
year and helped escort people 

home when she herself was 
not partying during Deltopia 
weekend.

“It was fun walking people 
home, like drunk people,” she 
said. “They’re funny.”

Fourth-year global studies 

major Angelica Cedillo said 
she plans to travel home to 
the Los Angeles area during 
the weekend of Deltopia rather 
than participate in the annual 
party.

Cedillo said she did not 

attend Deltopia her freshman 
year on campus and could not 
partake in the event for the two 
years that followed due to the 
pandemic.

“It’s just super interesting 
to see people from L.A. back 

home and just really random 
people all know about this 
event. There’s people I know in 
L.A. who are a lot older than 
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With the onset of COVID-19 in 
March 2020, UC Santa Barbara 
was tasked with transitioning to 
remote learning and working, 
and many UCSB students took 
issue with paying full tuition 
while their in-person learning 
experience was cut short. 

Almost two years later on 
March 15, UC Santa Barbara 
returned f inancial credits to 
students who were enrolled 

during Spring Quarter 2020, 
with credits ranging from $32.29 
for graduate students to $63.34 
for undergraduate students. 
The money was also returned 
to students who had since 
graduated. 

According to a Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ) 
document from the UC regarding 
the financial redistribution, the 
amount of money UC students 
received depended on the campus 
they were enrolled in, though 
the specific amounts were not 

specified. 
“Campus-based fees vary 

by campus and spring 2020 
expenditures varied by campus 
as well. The comprehensive 
forensic accounting, applying 
the Guiding Principles, took 
into account these differences, 
which resulted in different refund 
amounts at different campuses 
and among different groups of 
students within campuses,” the 
FAQ document stated. 

The money was redistributed 
through students’ BARC 

accounts, and any alumni 
received their money through 
direct deposit. For those who 
did not have a direct deposit set 
up, a check will be emailed to 
their address as listed on UCSB 
GOLD. 

“In June of 2020, UC President 
Janet Napolitano called for all UC 
campuses to analyze Spring 2020 
campus-based student fees, and 
where appropriate and feasible, 
issue refunds or their equivalents 

UCSB Returns Small Portion of Tuition 
Money From Spring Quarter 2020

University, Law Enforcement and 
IVCSD Set Deltopia Safety Precautions
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Deltopia — the annual 
unsanctioned street party 
weekend in Isla Vista following 
the f irst week of spring quarter 
— will return this year at full 
capacity for the f irst time since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Like previous years, the 
university, law enforcement and 
community organizations are 
taking several safety measures 
in response to previous 
Deltopias that resulted in unsafe 
situations, like the 2014 Deltopia 
riots. These mitigation efforts 
include sanctioned events that 
draw away from street crowds, 
informational workshops and 
county ordinances. Currently, 
there is only one planned road 
closure on the 6500 block of 
Trigo Road — though additional 
road closures may be put in 

place depending on how the 
weekend progresses. 

The UC Santa Barbara Police 
Department and the Isla Vista 
Foot Patrol will be patrolling 
streets according to their 
jurisdictions. Law enforcement 
will also provide a virtual 
brief ing on April 2 at 10:30 
a.m. regarding their mitigation 
efforts and how they responded 
to the events of the previous 
night.

The local community and 
university are promoting their 
annual message of “Keep it 
local, keep it safe,” dissuading 
out-of-towners from joining the 
weekend festivities.

The university will place 
restrictions on student housing 
from 5 p.m. on Friday to 10 a.m. 
on Sunday. These restrictions 
include vehicle checkpoints, 
prohibiting parking next to 
student residential areas and 
prohibiting visitors in student 

residences. 
I.V. beaches and the beaches 

on campus will be closed 
throughout the entire weekend. 
There will also be fences put up 
on Camino Majorca and near 
university student residences. 
The fencing this year is 
signif icantly less in comparison 

to previous years. 
During Deltopia weekend, 

the county festival ordinance 
is in place, prohibiting loud 
music from being played from 
6 p.m. to 7 a.m. from April 1 
through April 3. The Special 
Events in Public Right-of-
Way Ordinance will also be 
in place, prohibiting large 
crowds that block streets. 
Violation of either of these 
ordinances will result in f ines 
as large as $500. Violation of 
the festival ordinance might 
also result in a misdemeanor 
on the violator’s record. 

The Off ice of the External 
Vice President for Local 

Affairs (EVPLA) — an off ice 
currently led by Shannon 
Sweeney — will be tabling 
on campus alongside other 
Associated Student entities to 
conduct outreach and discuss 

Students Set 
Expectations for 
a Long-Awaited, 

In-Person 
Deltopia

Student Community 
Majoritively 

Unperturbed by 
Decreasing Mask 

Regulations on 
Campus
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UC Santa Barbara Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang announced on 
March 16 that the indoor, public 
spaces mask mandate will no 
longer be in place beginning 
March 19 — with the exception 
of classrooms, where masks will 
be required till April 4.

Coming into Spring Quarter 
2022, the Nexus asked the student 
body how they felt returning to 
campus with decreased masking 
regulations. Many students felt 
indifferent about the decrease 
in masking regulations, noting 
that the same people who wear 
a mask in class also go to parties 

without one. However, other 
students voiced concerns about 
not wearing masks in packed 
areas like classrooms, where 
they’d be directly exposed to 
hundreds of other students.

Second-year psychological & 
brain sciences major Shereen 
Golkar said that she noticed 
many students not abiding 
by masking protocols even 
during Fall Quarter 2021 and 
Winter Quarter 2022, and the 
decreasing regulations only 
seem to implement preexisting 
practices among students. 

“I’m pretty indifferent. I feel 
OK coming back to campus. I 
have, hopefully, faith that my 
fellow classmates are vaccinated 
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Weekly Goings-on in Isla Vista 

Isla Vista Community Services District 
Reflects on Past Accomplishments, Sets 

Future Priorities at Annual Board Retreat
Nisha Malley
Asst. News Editor

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District Board of Directors 
and staff convened for their annual 
board retreat on March 19 to 
discuss the state of the community 
services district, ref lect on past 
accomplishments and lay out 
their goals and priorities looking 
forward.

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD) serves 
the unincorporated area of Isla 
Vista to provide local governance, 
community services and resources 
related to public safety, housing, 
parking, public infrastructure and 
quality of life.

The retreat included roundtable 
discussions of IVCSD’s staffing 
capacity and financial position, a 
review of its community services 
and ongoing projects and an 
assessment of the physical spaces 
utilized by IVCSD.

“Other agencies may be 
connected to Isla Vista or work in 
Isla Vista, but we have both of those 
things plus we are representative 
of Isla Vista, from our board but 
also from our staff, some of whom 
are residents of Isla Vista, all the 
way up to our leadership, which is 
a huge strength,” IVCSD Director 
and President Spencer Brandt said.

The IVCSD Board of Directors 
reviewed past accomplishments 
year by year, which included the 
establishment and expansion 
of its services, the formation of 
partnerships with community 
organizations and building out the 
internal infrastructure of IVCSD.

From 2017 to 2018, IVCSD 
established a Rental Housing 
Mediation Program to help resolve 
tenant-landlord housing disputes, 
set up Community Service 
Organization safety stations in 

partnership with the UC Santa 
Barbara Police Department 
(UCPD) and made its earliest hires 
for a general manager and district 
counsel.

The following year, IVCSD 
established the role for an 
interpersonal violence investigator 
with UCPD, the Isla Vista 
Community Garden grant with 
the Edible Campus Program and 
University United Methodist 
Church and the beautif ication 
and restoration program Isla Vista 
Beautiful with Northern Santa 
Barbara County United Way.

Later accomplishments 
included establishing the Isla Vista 
Compost Collective, partnering 
with Goleta Valley Library to 
offer regular library operations at 
the Isla Vista Community Center, 
funding summer youth programs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and holding town halls on the 
future of Deltopia.

Community Spaces Program 
Manager Myah Mashhadialireza, 
hired in 2022, expressed her 
personal commitment to building 
on the district’s past work.

“[I want to be] making sure that 
what we already have is great 
and then expanding services,” 
Mashhadialireza said.

From 2021 to 2022, the 
IVCSD worked to reopen the I.V. 
Community Center, distribute 
COVID-19 rapid-testing kits, 
establish the Isla Vista Community 
Calendar and IVCSD newsletter 
and implement the Sustainable 
Transportation Equity Project 
grant to help develop equitable 
mobility plans to serve the 
community.

The district also increased its 
hiring — filling new positions for a 
community engagement director, 
a compost collective program 
manager and a community spaces 

program manager.
Looking forward, IVCSD also 

plans to host the first Isla Vista 
Spring Festival, an alternative to 
traditional Deltopia activities, and 
conduct a study assessing parking 
in I.V.

When assessing the financial 
position of the community services 
district, IVCSD General Manager 
Jonathan Abboud classified it as 
“very strong,” quantified by their 
high year-end fund balances, 
increasing annual revenues and 
the existence of $955,000 in 
unspent reserves and pledged 
contributions from UCSB.

However, he noted that the 
2021-22 period marked the first 
year in which revenue grew at a 
slower rate than inf lation.

“We always get more revenue 
than we plan to have. This has been 
happening every year,” Abboud 
said. “The reason is because we 
based our revenue for this year 
based on the actuals for last year, 
and they grow every year. Our 
revenue, so far, has grown by 
6.88%, but inf lation has grown by 
7.5%, so this is the one year where 
our revenue has grown less than 
inf lation.”

In a staff analysis of the mid-
year f inancial report, IVCSD 
proposed that they focus their 
funding and energies on current 
programs,rather than adding new 
services.

“The 2021-2022 year saw 
signif icant investments in 
staffing and program expansions 
(IVB, Safety Stations, Compost, 
Community Engagement), it 
may be worthwhile to focus on 
fully implementing and realizing 
these investments in the 2022-
2023 budget rather than on more 
expansion or ongoing costs,” the 
report stated.

Brandt identif ied that one 

weakness of the district is its 
limited self-governing powers, 
which were granted through state 
Bill AB 3

“There are some concerns that 
come up in the community, or 
services that we may talk about 
providing that we are limited 
to actually following through 
on, because of the limitedness 
of the charter [AB 3],” Brandt 
said. “Some examples include 
alternative policing models and 
addressing the housing crisis.”

In addition, Brandt spoke to his 
desire to see the public image of 
I.V. reformed.

“Unfortunately, stereotypes 
and misunderstandings about our 
community abound, and I feel like 
we don’t like to talk about it, but 
there are some negative images 
and perceptions of Isla Vista and 
just incorrect ideas about the 
safety of the residents and that 
harms our ability to offer our 
programs and services,” Brandt 
said. 

Brandt said that IVCSD greatly 
improved its communications and 

marketing to local residents within 
the last year, which he noted was 
critical in raising community 
awareness of and engagement 
with the district.

“We’ve made such great 
improvements on that, which I 
think is awesome, to see the year 
over year change,” Brandt said.

IVCSD Director and Vice 
President Marcos Aguilar said 
he hopes that they can generate 
further engagement, especially 
with local elections for IVCSD 
officials.

“In 2024, [it would be great to 
see greater] engagement during 
the electorate process, so Isla 
Vistans have more ownership over 
the district,” Aguilar said.

Brandt emphasized that the 
“responsive, helpful, capable staff ” 
and the community they serve add 
to the strengths of IVCSD.

“Our residents are diverse, 
energetic, smart, progressive and 
beautiful,” Brandt said. “They 
make living here fun, and they 
make civic engagement happen 
easily.”

Looking forward, IVCSD also plans to host the first Isla Vista Spring 
Festival and conduct a study assessing parking in Isla Vista.
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RCSGD Hosts Trans Day of 
Visibility Panel

The Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity is hosting 
a panel on March 31 in the 
Multipurpose Room of the Student 
Resource Building that  “will give 
space for Trans* folks to share 

their knowledge and experiences,” 
according to Shoreline. The panelists 
for this event will be UC Santa 
Barbara community members. 

UCSB Presents Audio-Visual 
Performance “Home Within” 

“Home Within” is an audio-visual 
performance created by composer 
and clarinet player Kinan Azmeh 
and live illustrationist and visual 
designer Kevork Mourad. The pair 

created this performance to tell 
the story of “home within specific 
moments in Syria’s recent history” 
using image and sound to “establish 
a sense of sustained urgency and 
continued hope” according to 
Shoreline. The performance will be 
held at Campbell Hall at 8 p.m. on 
March 31. 

A.S. Program Board Hosts 
“The Warm Up” With Flo Milli 

and Pi’erre Bourne 
The Associated Students Program 

Board is hosting its annual concert 
“The Warm Up” during Deltopia 
weekend, featuring Flo Milli 
and Pi’erre Bourne. The concert 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Thunderdome on April 2. The event 
is open to students only, who will be 
required to show a green COVID-19 
daily health badge and wear a face 
mask during the event. 

IVCSD Hosts Alternative 
Deltopia Festival

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District will host a Spring 
Festival as an alternative event to 
Deltopia on April 2 from 12:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The event will 
include food, water, seating and 
live performances from “Dead Set,” 
“Stolen Bikes,” “Hominid,” “Task 
Force Freedom” and “DJ Dongle.” 
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The UC Santa Barbara’s Gaucho 
Underground Scholars Program — 
a campus organization composed 
of formerly incarcerated students 
dedicated to supporting formerly 
incarcerated and system-impacted 
students — voiced their frustrations 
with the university in light of their 
recent call to boycott the university’s 
sociology department. 

The boycott was put forth after 
several of the program’s members 
that applied to the department’s 
doctoral program were denied 
acceptance without opportunity for 
appeal or explanation.

Alongside professors, teaching 
assistants, students and other 
individuals in the campus 
community, the Office of the 
Student Advocate also publicly 
supported this call to boycott.

Underground Scholars provides 
support and resources for formerly 
incarcerated and system-impacted 
students, and the program began 
in 2012 as a book reading club at 
UC Berkeley. After receiving $1.75 
million from the Mellon Foundation 
and Crane Family Foundation — as 
the UC was yet to invest in the 
program at the time — the program 
expanded to all nine UC campuses, 
coming to UCSB in 2019. 

Gaucho Underground Scholars 
currently has 23 members, including 
eight formerly incarcerated students 
and the rest being system-impacted 
— meaning that these students have 
family members and/or loved ones 
who were in prison. 

The rejection came after a 
string of interactions between 
Gaucho Underground Scholars 
and the University of California 
administration in which the 
program’s members felt ignored 
and silenced amidst their efforts to 
support and platform the formerly 
incarcerated and prison system-
impacted student population at 
UCSB. 

Fourth-year sociology major and 
Gaucho Underground Scholars 
founder Ryan “Flaco” Rising 

said that since its inception, the 
program has felt pushback from 
the administration and a consistent 
undermining of its efforts — 
specifically from Assistant Vice 
Chancellor of Enrollment Services 
Mike Miller and California 
NanoSystems Institute Assistant 
Director Holly Woo. 

Rising said there was initial 
support from these two individuals 
in the making of Gaucho 
Underground Scholars, which led to 
the program being institutionalized 
— making it an established program 
on campus — on July 1, 2021. 

“I’ll keep it real with you, Mike 
Miller was making a lot of promises 
to us,” Rising said. “We were going 
to get an office, we were going to 
have a computer, our own phone 
… and he was going to hook us up 
with a nice little space for us where 
we could feel like we were being 
included in the community of this 
campus.” 

Two weeks later, however, Miller 
reached out to Rising and Gaucho 
Underground Scholars Recruitment 
Coordinator Juan Bran-Gudiel, 
proposing that they should 
collaborate with the UCSB Police 
Department (UCPD). 

Rising said that this proposition 
felt insulting to the members of 
Gaucho Underground Scholars, 
as all of its members are formerly 
incarcerated or system-impacted 
students and have trauma with 
policing throughout their lives. 

“It exacerbated our mental health 
issues, our trauma came up and 
we felt like they were putting us 
under surveillance,” he said. “He 
even suggested that we do toy drives 
with UCPD.” 

“So we flat out refused, and he 
said, ‘Well, if you guys want to have 
a special program, you’re going to 
have to learn to work with everyone 
across the campus,’ meaning we 
have to learn to work with the 
police and partner with the police,” 
Rising continued. 

The university did not have any 
statement on the boycott or Rising’s 
claims, according to university 
spokesperson Shelly Leachman.

Later on, Gaucho Underground 
Scholars was removed as a 
program by administration and was 
rebranded as a student organization 
under Student Engagement & 
Leadership (S.E.A.L.). 

“[Mike Miller] was no longer 
our direct supervisor, and we got 
moved over to S.E.A.L. … when we 
were [originally] under enrollment 
services,” Rising said. “We felt like 
we got canceled by Holly Woo and 
Mike Miller, and pretty much they 
don’t even look our way or talk to 
us anymore.” 

This string of events led to the 
present boycott of the sociology 
department after eight members 
of Gaucho Underground Scholars 
applied to various doctorate 
programs at UCSB — three of whom 
applied to the sociology department. 

“When we applied, we had a really, 
really, really strong application,” 
Rising said. “Two of [the three 
that applied to sociology] were 
senior leadership for the Gaucho 
Underground Scholars program … 
We have published work, we have 
academic research that’s published 
and we created a whole program at 
UCSB, bringing diversity, equity and 
inclusion for formerly incarcerated 
students on this campus from the 
ground floor up.” 

However, every formerly 
incarcerated student applicant from 
Gaucho Underground Scholars 
was rejected from the sociology 
department, and there was no 
process to appeal the decisions. 

Political science and sociology 
double major and Gaucho 
Underground Scholar’s Advocacy 
Coordinator Gilberto Murillo spoke 
to his experience of being denied 
acceptance to the program. As a 
McNair scholar, first-generation 
and formerly incarcerated student 
with an approximate 3.8 grade point 
average, Murillo felt frustrated at his 
rejection. 

“I felt furious and exploited,” 
Murillo said. “The work we have 
done, especially with Underground 
Scholars and getting into the 
McNair program … it felt like they 
[were tokenizing us].” 

Rising expressed frustrations 
with the application portal being 
outdated. 

“The portal for the graduate 
application is so outdated … that it 
was hard to even put in the writing 
sample,” Rising said. “[UCSB is also] 
the only school that I applied to 
where you can only apply to one 
department. So I’m denied here 
from the sociology department, 
and I could have applied to the 
education department but since I 
can’t cross-apply, I was just denied.” 

Murillo said that the university’s 
act of conducting research and 
work on incarceration and policing 
but rejecting all of the formerly 
incarcerated applicants from 
Gaucho Underground Scholars felt 
hypocritical.

“We come from very diverse 
backgrounds, and we’re actually 
creating a new culture on campus 
[with Underground Scholars], which 
none of these [other] candidates 
have [ever] done,” he said. “Theory’s 
cute, but put that into practice, that’s 
more gorgeous.”

Rising echoed Murillo’s                    
sentiment. 

“Especially in the sociology 

department where they’re studying 
mass incarceration, where they’re 
studying the globalization of the 
police state, they’re producing 
research about us, without us being 
researchers,” he said. 

“How are we going to allow them 
to use us as research subjects, but 
when we make it to a place where 
we worked tirelessly to get to this 
level, we’re denied entry?” Rising 
continued. “I got a 3.94 GPA. There 
was no reason to deny me, and I’ve 
done so much work. And that’s 
where we decided that they’re not 
truly about us, and instead they 
want to tokenize us and use us to 
make it look like they’re doing their 
diversity, equity and inclusion work.” 

Gaucho Underground Scholars 
set a list of demands in light of the 
boycott, among which are calling 
for Woo and Miller’s resignation, 
a handoff system for Gaucho 
Underground Scholars to help 
get into the doctoral programs 
on campus, more representation 
of formerly incarcerated faculty, 
administration and staff, and their 
own space on campus where 
they feel included in the campus 
community. 

“We just feel like we don’t belong 
here, and with the recent actions 
towards us, we feel like all they’re 
trying to do is erase us and get us 
out of here,” Rising said. 

Murillo emphasized that 
this boycott is primarily for 
the betterment of the entire 
community, not just for the 
individual applications denied from 
the sociology department this year. 

“I want this for the whole student 
population on campus because we 
are a community, and you can’t 
spell community without unity,” 
he said. 

Rising said that ultimately, this 
boycott is meant to raise awareness 
of the lack of accountability and 
transparency from the university 
and the sociology graduate 
division. 

“We have a lot of mental 
health issues, and we come from 
a background where we’ve been 
treated horribly all our lives,” he 
said. “And finally, we make it to 
university and we’re here, trying to 
get ourselves together and trying 
to develop careers for ourselves, 
and we’re being treated like this. It’s 
messed up.”

 Formerly Incarcerated Students in Gaucho Underground Scholars Speak 
Out Against UCSB Graduate Programs, University Administration

Since the early years of Gaucho Underground Scholars to the recent boycott, the program has felt 
pushback from the administration amidst its efforts.

Courtesy of Gaucho Underground Scholars
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“Pass Down the Torch”: The Four-
Year Journey to the New A.S. Bike 

Shop 

Isla Vista 
Youth Projects 
Partners With 
Veggie Rescue 

To Address Food 
Insecurity in 
Community

Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

Isla Vista Youth Projects 
recently opened a farm stand 
at the Isla Vista Children’s 
Center in partnership with the 
Veggie Rescue — a nonprof it 
organization that collects 
excess produce to redistribute 
to those in need. The duo aims 
to address food insecurity 
within the local community 
and provide participants with 
healthy food and recipes. 

The food stand is located at 
6842 Phelps Road in Goleta, CA 
and is open every f irst, second 
and fourth Thursday of each 
month. The organization also 
holds food distribution on the 
third Thursday of every month 
in partnership with the Santa 
Barbara County Foodbank.

The foodbank event is located 
at the Isla Vista Youth Projects 
(IVYP)’s Family Resource 
Center and is by appointment 
only. All produce is free and 
open to UC Santa Barbara staff 
and faculty at both locations. 

IVYP Executive Director 
Lori Goodman said that IVYP 
— founded in 1971 — aims to 
address a variety of issues 
that affect Isla Vista through 
support and leadership. 

“IVYP mitigates the effects 
of poverty, racism and trauma 
by providing high-quality, 
trauma-informed childcare, 
comprehensive, culturally 
sensitive family support 
and visionary community 
leadership,” Goodman said. 
“Food insecurity is one of the 
highest needs that we see, 
and the way we address food 
insecurity is with a monthly 
food distribution.”

During remote learning 
amidst the pandemic, IVYP 
cooked meals for over 20 local 
organizations that address food 
insecurity, employing UCSB’s 
kitchen facilities and staff. At 
its height, the program served 
up to 500 families a day.

After the campus returned 
to in-person instruction, the 
program sought to f ind new 
avenues through which to 
reduce food insecurity. 

“We connected with this 
organization called Veggie 
Rescue, which gets the produce 
that was not sold at the farmer’s 

markets and its farms and 
redistributes it to nonprof its,” 
Manovich said.

Diana O’Connell, the 
executive director of Veggie 
Rescue, described the 
organization as a “food rescue” 
nonprof it that receives food 
from farmer partners, food 
distribution companies and 
wholesalers and redistributes 
it in an effort to prevent 
food waste and feed local 
communities.

“We distribute to over 60 
nonprof its in the county, and 
almost 20% of the food we 
distribute goes to nonprof its 
in … the Santa Barbara area 
and Goleta and Isla Vista,” 
O’Connell said. “We offer 
whatever the farmers are 
growing; it’s very natural and 
seasonal.”

O’Connell connected with 
Manovich through a county-
wide workgroup, and after 
learning more about the IVYP’s 
food distribution program, the 
two organizations began to 
work together. 

“We’re always looking for 
programs that are basically 
connecting with people in the 
communities that need food 
assistance, and so whenever we 
f ind someone that has a good 
program, we will route some 
of the rescued food to them,” 
O’Connell said. 

Manovich said that recipients 
use a variety of transportation 
methods to arrive at the 
vegetable stand, and that 
groups of people who arrive 
have been diverse and plentiful. 

“We found that people come. 
People will walk, people will 
bike, people drive, people 
pick up for elderly people and 
themselves. So it’s been kind of 
really fun to see the different 
groups that actually come. 
And we serve a lot of people,” 
Manovich said. 

In 2020, 2,333 pounds of 
food were donated to the Isla 
Vista Youth Projects, and in 
2021, that number jumped to 
16,303 pounds. So far this year, 
the organization has received 
2,643 pounds. In total, the 
group received 21,279 pounds 
of food, which equals about 
17,662 meals and is worth about 
$37,238. 

GIVE Benefit Sale Returns to Isla Vista 
After Two Years 

Asumi Shuda
Community Outreach Editor

GIVE Isla Vista — a student 
affairs organization focused on 
reselling local donations in the Isla 
Vista community — is reinstating 
the annual GIVE Benefit Sale in 
the Isla Vista community after the 
annual event was put on hold for 
two years due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This year’s sale will be 
held from June 18-19. 

The GIVE Benefit Sale is a 
project that was started 32 years 
ago after the community raised 
concerns over the environmental 
impact of students dumping 
unneeded materials onto the streets 
of Isla Vista during move-out week 
at the end of spring quarter.  

“The GIVE [Benefit Sale] 
basically started 32 years ago when 
people started thinking about 
the impact on the environment 
of students during move-out,” 
said Viviana Marsano, student 
engagement & leadership 
director of civic and community 
engagement, I.V. liaison and senior 
advisor to campus organizations. 
“Everyone leaves the dumpsters full 
of things on the streets and things 
like that.” 

Marsano said that the sale has 

three main purposes: to decrease 
the amount of items that end up 
in the landfill after students move 
out, to create opportunities for civic 
and community engagement and 
to fund nonprofit organizations in 
I.V. The funds generated from the 
GIVE Benefit Sale are redistributed 
to nonprofit organizations in I.V. 

“It started in a little room in 
Isla Vista — which is now the I.V. 
Community Services District 
[(IVCSD) Community Center] — 
and 32 years later, it has become this 
phenomenon, this environmental 
project,” she said. 

Due to health concerns regarding 
COVID-19 and restrictions on 
large gatherings, GIVE Isla Vista 
canceled the 30th year anniversary 
of the GIVE Benefit Sale in 2020. 

Marsano explained that “2020 
should have been the 30th 
anniversary, but [because] we 
have missed two years from the 
pandemic, this year will be the 30th 
anniversary.”

A team of 14 staff and 200 
volunteers will begin preparing for 
the sale on June 6 — the Monday 
of finals week — by setting up 
containers for residents to donate 
clothes, electronics, bikes, furniture 
and more. These containers will 
be open for members to drop 

off materials until the following 
Sunday for students in residential 
halls and the following Monday for 
students in university apartments. 

“Then I move the whole 
project into Embarcadero Hall by 
the Wednesday of finals week,” 
Marsano said. “I have people on the 
ground helping and also students 
who are truck drivers and furniture 
coordinators.” 

Truck drivers will go around 
the residential halls and student 
apartments 12 hours per day, filling 
up their trucks with donations 
from students and bringing them 
back to Embarcadero Hall before 
beginning their rounds again. 

“Then they go into Isla Vista for 
big items [like beds],” Marsano said. 
“[For] small things, people [living 
in Isla Vista] have to come and drop 
them off.” 

Security will also be present at 
Embarcadero Hall 24 hours a day 
to prevent theft of sale items. This 
system will continue for 10 to 11 
days until the sale opens to the 
public. 

“We collect donations, we receive 
donations, we weigh them, we sort 
them, we test the electronics, we 
clean the electronics, we price 
them, we display them, we sell 
them, and whatever is not sold is 
donated to the Goodwill,” Marsano 
said. “We process over 40 tons of 
donations, which is huge.” 

Clothing is sorted into 62 different 
categories, and the team puts 60 to 
70 bikes on display at the sale for 
people to purchase. Students also 
donate textbooks and books, which 
are sold to local booksellers, as well 
as piles of bedding. For furniture, to 
eliminate any bed bugs, the team 
fumigates all donated couches and 
beds for 48 hours prior to the sale. 

“Volunteers donate about 1,500 
hours, and the paid staff members 
work another 2,000 hours,” 
Marsano said. “So it’s basically 
3,500 hours working on the sale in 
12 days.” 

Marsano said community 
members also donate food to the 
sale, all of which is donated to 

organizations like Associated 
Students (A.S.) Food Bank and I.V. 
nonprofit and activist collective 
Food Not Bombs. 

“We get crates and crates of 
food and open the ones that aren’t 
expired and sort through it,” 
Marsano said. “We donate at least 
2,000 pounds of that food, and food 
that we cannot donate to [the A.S. 
Food Bank] is given to groups like 
Food Not Bombs, who feed the 
unsheltered in Isla Vista, and they 
take everything they can take.” 

All of the proceeds from the 
sale go to I.V. nonprofits, I.V. Youth 
Projects, I.V. Recreation and Park 
District (IVRPD)’s nonprofit 
programs, the St. George Youth 
Center and the parents of I.V. 
Elementary School. 

“We have raised between 
$26,000 to $43,000, and 100% of the 
proceeds are donated,” Marsano 
said. 

Marsano asks A.S. entities 
like the A.S. Finance & Business 
Committee Board, Community 
Affairs Board, Isla Vista Community 
Relations Committee, Zero Waste 
Committee, Coastal Fund and 
more to fund the sale. She said 
the cost of the sale this year will 
be about $60,000 — with a sizable 
percentage of this cost going to the 
salaries of the staff members. 

Marsano is also hoping to work 
with IVCSD to secure funding for 
the event. 

“This year, because [the sale 
is going to be] so expensive, I’m 
trying to work with the IVCSD 
to see if they can contribute some 
funding,” she said.

The sale is open to the entirety 
of the public. Customers from Los 
Angeles, Ventura, Santa Maria and 
more come to the entrance of the 
sale before it opens to look through 
the available items. Marsano 
recalled that, historically, this sale 
has been popular for local residents 
and nearby counties. 

“When we open the door, people 
almost run me over, and they start 
running and grabbing things,” 
Marsano said, laughing. 

Yiu-On Li
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara 
Associated Students Bike Shop 
employees have struggled for 
years with procuring funding 
for their new shop. Now, the 
new UCSB Associated Students 
Bike Shop broke ground on 
construction near Parking Lot 
15 on Feb. 17, and the efforts 
involved several generations of 
bike shop employees. 

The 2019-20 lead mechanic 
Bryant Hernandez expressed 
excitement at the doubling of 
space in the new Bike Shop, 
which he said would allow for 
50 to 60 people to be in and 
around the building at the same 
time. An “adjacent seating area” 
would offer people waiting for 
their bike a chance to study and 
socialize, he added.

“It’s no longer a space where 
you see it as dirty, grimy, 
greasy,” he said. “But it’s a space 
of opportunity. It’s a space of 
connection, community.”

The path to breaking ground 
on the Bike Shop dates back 
to 2018, when then-Associated 
Students (A.S.) President Hieu 
Le proposed the NewCen — a 
$200 million renovation for the 
aging University Center — and 
planned to include a new Bike 
Shop as part of the building.

The project would have taken 
the $2 million the Bike Shop 
accrued since 2006 — funding 
from a lock-in fee specif ically for 
the construction of a new Bike 
Shop building — and repurpose it 

for the entire NewCen to offset 
the total cost of the renovation.

The NewCen project ultimately 
went nowhere after students 
rejected the ballot measure in 
the 2018 A.S. elections with a 
81.69% majority, and Bike Shop 
employees expressed displeasure 
about the lack of say the shop 
would have had in the plan.

But, the experience was a 
wake-up call to the employees of 
the Bike Shop.

“[The NewCen initiative] 
got A.S. student mechanics 
concerned about the agency and 
future of the shop,” said Bike 
Shop Coordinator Adam Jahnke. 
“That concern mobilized those 
student mechanics, at that time, 
to begin exploring how Bike 
Shop students would go about 
building a new shop.”

What followed was a four-year 
endeavor by employees to plan, 
fund and construct a new Bike 
Shop building — separate from 
all other projects and on their 
own terms.

2018: Plans and Meetings
UCSB alumna Morgan 

Kumlin, the Bike Shop student 
coordinator in 2018, laid the 
groundwork for the initiative by 
talking with campus and student 
leaders on beginning the project.

Kumlin said she found students 
and administrators whom she 
could rely upon. The problem 
was what to do when they left 
— she partly attributed a high 
turnover rate to the project’s 
slow going.

“We had some wonderful 
people on board,” Kumlin said. 

“And then when people left … 
someone else f ills [the] spot, and 
it’s hard to build up that passion 
because it’s such an important 
project, but you need to be so 
deep in the Bike Shop.”

Kumlin herself left in 2018 upon 
her graduation. She entrusted 
the project to the people who 
remained at the Bike Shop.

“Being able to pass down 
the torch from mechanic to 
mechanic really was a successful 
effort,” she said.

2018–19: Location, Funding 
and Architects

UCSB alumna Madi Richards 
was next to carry the f lame, 
overseeing the project as the 
Bike Shop lead mechanic in 
2018 and 2019. She, alongside 
her colleagues, wrestled with 
choosing a place for the Bike 
Shop that didn’t conf lict with 
existing plans and construction.

“It was really challenging to 
actually f ind a suitable location 
on campus for the new shop,” 
she said. “A lot of the areas on 
campus are either not accessible 
because future projects are slated 
to be built there, or they are 
not able to be used because of 
various logistical problems like 
underground gas lines.”

Richards and her team 
eventually succeeded in f inding 
a site for the new shop, next to 
Parking Lot 15 and the UCSB 
Visitor Center.

“[The existing location] holds 
a lot of sentimental value and 
wonderful memories for me, but 
I also think that the shop is long 
overdue for an upgrade,” she said. 

“Those mechanics really deserve 
it, and the campus community 
deserves it. It’ll be a good thing 
for everybody.”

2019–20: Design and 
Advocacy

Hernandez left UCSB and the 
Bike Shop as a student in 2019 
but soon returned as a full-time 
staff member at the shop in the 
role of lead mechanic. Richards 
graduated the same year and 
passed along the work to him.

“I’m super grateful for the 
previous senior mechanics and 
lead mechanics, Morgan Kumlin 
and Madison Richards,” he said. 
“When I was given that baton 
as the lead mechanic … that’s 
when I joined with Adam to 
really discuss and brainstorm 
and f igure out, ‘OK, how can 
we wrap this up and make it 
happen?’”

One of Hernandez’s priorities 
was designing the new building 
with John Friedman Alice Kimm 
Architects, the f irm the Bike 
Shop had selected for the project. 
He and his colleagues pursued 
this task to near completion, he 
said.

“From simply an architectural 
and design aspect, we really put 
thought into how we can best 
serve the UCSB community,” he 
said. “I think the amount of 
blood, sweat and tears and love, 
ultimately, that has been put into 
this project — it’s probably gonna 
be one of the most amazing and 
just unique bike shops you’ll ever 
come across.”

Due to COVID-19, GIVE Isla Vista was forced to cancel the 30th year 
anniversary of the GIVE Benefit Sale in 2020.

VIVIANA MARSANO / DAILY NEXUS 

Isla Vista Youth Projects was formed in 1971 and aims to tackle 
a variety of issues that affect Isla Vista through support and 
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SB Sheriff’s Office Hosts I.V. Community Safety and Support Forum
Atmika Iyer
Lead News Editor

The Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff ’s Office hosted an “Isla 
Vista Community Safety and 
Support Forum” on March 30 at 
Perfect Park near the Isla Vista 
Community Center. 

The purpose of the forum was 
to provide an opportunity for the 
Isla Vista community to approach 
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff ’s 
Office (SBSO) and ask questions or 
express any safety concerns they 
might have in I.V. 

The forum featured the sheriff ’s 
office, as well as UC Santa Barbara 
Police Department, Associated 
Students (A.S.) Program Board, 
Gauchos for Recovery, UCSB 
Campus Advocacy and Resources 
& Education, UCSB Life of 
the Party, UCSB Counseling & 

Psychological Services and 
Standing Together to End Sexual 
Assault, among others.

The sheriff ’s office used to host 
informal town halls and forums in 
Isla Vista with more frequency in 
the past; however, the pandemic 
put a two-year halt to such events.

Following the serial sexual 
assaultor and attempted kidnapper 
in I.V. late during Winter Quarter 
2022, SBSO hosted a town hall 
where community members could 
ask questions or express safety 
concerns. SBSO Public Information 
Officer Raquel Zick said that the 
goal of this forum was to allow 
the community to approach law 
enforcement and other community 
partners without having a crime 
or specific event attached to the 
reasoning. 

Zick added that the sheriff ’s 
office was hoping to come to the 

community instead of forcing 
the community to come to 
them regarding any concerns or 
questions they may have. 

“So our goal is to be responsive 
to the needs of Isla Vista. It’s a 
very unique community. So it’s 
important for us to have the 
opportunity to have these 
interactions where we listen to the 
community members, to our fellow 
community organizations about 
what the best way to reach this 
population is,” Zick said.

SBSO Sheriff Bill Brown said 
that the advantage of hosting 
these events is that the student 
community can not only 
approach law enforcement, but 
many university and community 
agencies — such as Gauchos for 
Recovery and UCSB Counseling 
& Psychological Services — for help 
or to express community concerns.

Brown said that one of the larger 
issues within Isla Vista and the 
county at large is fentanyl abuse 
and overdoses. 

“People don’t realize what 
they’re taking. The fentanyl that is 
available now is oftentimes in the 
form of a counterfeit pill; it looks 
like a legitimate prescription drug. 
Some people know this must be  
Xanax or this must be OxyContin, 
so I can take that because it’s made 
by a manufacturer,” Brown said. “It 
doesn’t have any quality control … 
but that can sometimes kill people.” 

The sheriff ’s office fielded 
questions about Deltopia alongside 
External Vice President for Local 
Affairs Shannon Sweeney and A.S. 
President Yuval Cohen. 

Brown expressed faith in the 
student community for keeping 
Deltopia safe and local. 

“We are very blessed that we have 

people that are smart, bright that 
want to do the right thing. And the 
lion’s share are really just a pleasure 
to work. And the troublemakers, 
the people who would like to push 
the envelope  — there’s always 
going to be some of those, but the 
reality is, you can’t paint everyone 
with the same brush,” Brown said. 
“We have a great relationship with 
the community. We’re proud of 
that. And I’m hoping that we’ll see 
another successful event where the 
community has come together to 
prepare for this by sending that 
message out: ‘Hey, keep it local.’” 

Cohen and Sweeney stayed as 
a student resource to distribute 
information about Deltopia 
and assist students who felt 
uncomfortable approaching law 
enforcement as a liaison. 

“People can come up to me 
and  if they have an issue, I can 

bring it up to [law enforcement]. 
In a way, I feel like that could be 
more productive if someone who’s  
uncomfortable talking to them 
is, whereas we have a working 
relationship, but also boundaries,” 
Sweeney said. 

Community Resource Deputy 
Justin Schroeder, Sweeney and 
Cohen all expressed that such 
forums need to be better publicized 
for a greater turnout in the future.  

“That’s one of my biggest 
critiques, was just the publicizing. 
Obviously we hear about it because 
we’re in this world constantly, but 
my housemates are not gonna find 
out about it. I know people have 
these questions and want to find 
out answers,” Cohen said. 

Schroeder said that the low 
turnout will make the sheriff ’s 
office rethink the format with 
which they conduct such events. 

Continued from p.1
EXPECTATIONS FOR AN IN-PERSON DELTOPIA

me, in their thirties, who have 
been to Deltopia, but I haven’t,” 
Cedillo said. 

Cedillo, who lives on Del 
Playa Drive, said all of her 
housemates plan to party for 
Deltopia. Nonetheless, she said 
that she doesn’t feel like she 
has missed out the experience 
by not attending.

“I just feel like it’s a big 
party, kind of the same thing 
as always, just a lot bigger with 
more people from all over the 
place.”

Jakob Kaare-Rasmussen, a 
third-year biology major in the 
College of Creative Studies, 
echoed a similar sentiment.

“It sounds like it’s just a 
bigger weekend. This happens 
all the time here, it seems. 

Every weekend there’s parties, 
and this just seems a little more 
extreme than that … I hope 
everyone has fun.”

Kaare-Rasmussen added that 
he will most likely refrain from 
participating in traditional 
Deltopia activities.

“I really love walking down 
DP on party nights. I think 
it’s so much fun to watch what 
happens, but I don’t go to any 
parties.”

Fourth-year statistics and 
data science major Christopher 
LaBord lives in a house on the 
6800 block of Del Playa Drive 
and intends to open his home 
to the public as part of the 
festivities.

“We’re def initely going to be 
having something, probably an 

open house. We’ll have the hot 
tub going and probably have 
some alcohol,” he said.

As a transfer student, LaBord 
said this marks his f irst year 
at UCSB with fully in-person 
instruction and his f irst 
Deltopia experience.

His perception of the event 
was shaped by a story narrated 
by his friend who graduated 
from UCSB.

“I’ve heard it’s pretty wild,” 
LaBord said. “He told me 
that during Deltopia, he was 
in somebody’s house in the 
kitchen. They’re on the table, 
and a girl fell through the 
skylight onto the table.”

Fou r th-yea r  computer 
engineering major Kyle Kam 
said he looks forward to 

traversing the streets of Isla 
Vista this weekend, to “ just 
experience Deltopia and [go] 
to as many parties as possible.”

Kam last exper ienced 
Deltopia in 2019 as a freshman 
and described it as a “crazy” 
and “fun” experience.

“It was a lot of f irsts for me 
on that day,” Kam said.

Deltopia brings an increased 
police presence throughout 
the college town, as well as 
parking restrictions, fencing, 
road closures and restrictions 
for students living in campus 
housing. 

“I think, of course, there 
needs to be some sort of safety 
precautions because there’s 
people coming in from out 
of town as well,” Kam said. 

“I don’t have a fully formed 
opinion on police presence 
in I.V., but I do think there 
should be some general safety 
precautions given the amount 
of people out partying at one 
time.”

Johnson, on the other hand, 
expressed that the heavy police 
presence seemed to add to 
the chaos that arises during 
Deltopia. 

“At least from my experience 
with CSO freshman year, it 
seemed like all of the police 
of f icers that they’re bringing 
from out of town were expecting 
a lot to happen that they would 
have to deal with, and I feel 
like they end up escalating 
situations because they expect 
bad situations,” Johnson said.

However, Johnson a lso 
expressed her support for 
certain restrictions, such as 
closures of the beach.

“It ’s really sad that the 
beaches are closed of f, but 
I understand why,” she said. 
“They don’t want drunk people 
to go in and drown, and I feel 
like that will happen if they 
don’t close of f the beaches.”

Johnson also expressed her 
excitement to see the event 
return at full capacity to Isla 
Vista after her freshman year 
experience. 

“I think it just met my 
expectations,” she said of her 
f irst Deltopia. “Everyone was 
just partying. It was really 
fun. It was really nice to see 
everyone together.”

Continued from p.1
DELTOPIA SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

safety protocols ahead of 
Deltopia weekend. The EVPLA 
off ice will also be conducting 
workshops ahead of Deltopia — 
such as a “Know Your Rights 
Workshop” and an “Interpersonal 
Violence Prevention Training” — 
where students will be informed 
of their rights when dealing with 
law enforcement. 

The Department of Recreation 

at UCSB is partnering with Life 
of the Party to host a “Warm 
Up” at the Recreation Center 
on April 1 from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. The event will include 
“rollerskating, DJ, movie on the 
big screen, Esports party games, 
a Super Smash Bros tournament, 
and free s’mores, popcorn, and 
pizza,” according to the Deltopia 
subpage of Our Isla Vista. 

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD) 
is also holding an alternative 
event to Deltopia called the 
Spring Festival at Isla Vista 
Community Center and Perfect 
Park on April 2 from 12:30 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. The event will 
include food, water, seating and 
live performances from “Dead 
Set,” “Stolen Bikes,” “Hominid,” 

“Task Force Freedom” and “DJ 
Dongle.”

IVCSD’s safety stations will 
also be in operation on Saturday 
at Little Acorn Park from 12 
p.m. to 2 a.m. where students 
can request an escort home, 
grab a water bottle or charge 
their phones. 

The Associated Students 
Pardall Center is creating a 

“chill zone” at the Pardall Center 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
April 2, where people can use 
the restrooms, grab a bottle of 
water and get masks. The chill 
zone will also provide a limited 
number of gift cards to the I.V. 
Food Co-op and UCSB Campus 
Bookstore. 

April 2 will conclude with the 
annual “The Warm Up” concert 

organized by A.S. Program 
Board, featuring Flo Milli and 
Pi’erre Bourne. The concert 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Thunderdome. The event 
is only open to students, who 
will be required to show a green 
COVID-19 daily health badge 
and wear a mask during the 
event. 

Continued from p.1
TUITION CREDIT

in response to the shift to remote 
instruction necessitated by public 
health orders,” according to an 
email from the University of 
California, acquired by the Nexus. 

Napolitano issued a letter on 
June 29, 2020 acknowledging that 
the “temporary measures we [the 
UC System] took in response to 

the pandemic altered the student 
experience.”

“For some of the campus-
based fees, there was simply 
no appropriate or effective 
substitute for the particular 
service provided, for which those 
particular fees could be used,” the 
letter continued. 

According to the recent 
email, though a majority of the 
funding was put toward “the 
student service departments, 
programs, and facilities 
continued to operate, either 
in-person or virtually, throughout 
the pandemic,” the leftover 
funds were then accumulated 

and redistributed to students 
“following a comprehensive 
analysis performed with the aid 
of external accountants.” 

Though many students have 
called for a partial return of 
tuition for all remote quarters, the 
FAQ page stated that the UC will 
only offer financial redistribution 

for Spring Quarter 2020. 
“President Napolitano’s June 

2020 letter was limited to campus-
based fees assessed for spring 
2020. While students received 
notice of remote instruction and 
services in advance of the spring 
2020 quarter, in subsequent terms, 
students received additional 

notice that UC would not be 
reducing any of its fees,” the FAQ 
page stated.  

“Students who enrolled in 
those circumstances were aware 
and thus understood there would 
not be refunds of campus-based 
fees for terms after spring 2020,” 
the page continued.
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Student Community Majoritively Unperturbed by 
Decreasing Mask Regulations on Campus

and are staying safe. But also at 
the same time, I think there’s 
the perspective of, ‘Everyone in 
I.V. already doesn’t really wear 
masks,’ so I feel like I don’t see 
too much of a difference,” Golkar 
said. “Between this quarter and 
last quarter, I would still see a 
bunch of people in the library 
without a mask.”  

Second-year paleobiology 
major Ellie Zahedi said that they 
“haven’t seen a difference” after 
the mask regulations decreased 
this quarter. Zahedi, who works 
at the UCSB Library Access 
Services Desk, said that she had 
to ask many UCSB Library users 
to put on a mask last quarter 
when the mandate was in place. 

“There’s always a good amount 
of people that weren’t wearing 
them anyways. And we’d have to 
tell them, and now we just don’t 
have to say anything,” Zahedi 
said. 

Zahedi added that the 
professors of the classes she 
attended thus far have not been 
wearing their masks during 
lectures. 

“I have faith in science. And I 
think, you know, I’m in S.T.E.M. 
and all my S.T.E.M. professors 
aren’t wearing masks. I think 
they also are trusting [science]. 
And the people who wouldn’t 
get vaccinated or wouldn’t 
wear masks anyways, I’m not 
concerned about them. I’m sure 
they’ve gotten COVID a million 
times,” Zahedi said. 

Third-year physics major 
Daniel Perry said that though 
he currently feels comfortable 
being on campus without 

a mask mandate, changing 
COVID-19 infection rates and 
the f luctuations of COVID-19 
will ultimately determine his 
comfort level.

“[COVID-19] wavers so 
frequently. Fall quarter seems 
like, ‘Oh, everything is f ine 
again,’ but winter quarter, of 
course, with the new strain, 
things change all over. So, you 
know, at this point, I feel more 
comfortable, but that could 
change in a week. So who 
knows?” Perry said. 

However, Perry added that 
with the high vaccination rate 
on campus, he appreciated being 
able to see his peers’ faces on 
campus again. 

“It is kind of wild to see 
people’s faces again. The fact 
that everybody on campus, for 
the most part, is vaccinated 
and boosted does make me 
feel pretty comfortable,” Perry 
said. “It’s nice, it’s somewhat of 
normalcy again.”

Perry added that though he 
will not be required to wear 
a mask in a classroom setting 
beginning April 4, he will still 
continue to do so. 

“I’m not doing anything 
athletic. I’m not breathing hard. 
I’m not talking to anybody. And 
it’s a lot of people in a cramped 
space. So, it doesn’t put that 
much drag on me,” Perry added. 
“Honestly, masks had become 
normal at this point, which is 
part of why I’m not having as 
much of a problem taking [it off ] 
or keeping it on.” 

Second-year communication 
major Jakob Quezada said that 

he also feels indifferent about the 
decreasing masking regulations. 

“I feel kind of indifferent about 
it. Honestly, just because I feel 
like this is a party school. You 
aren’t wearing masks at parties. I 
haven’t, I haven’t worn a mask,” 
Quezada said. “I do wear masks 
when I have to. But in situations 
like that, what can we really do 
about it to prevent stuff outside 
happening at school? So, bringing 
[a mask] to school, is there really 
gonna be a difference?” 

Third-year f ilm and media 
studies major Maehyma Sekhon 
said that she understands why 
the mandate was lifted but still 
feels somewhat concerned. 

“I get the mask mandate being 
lifted. But sometimes I’m also 
like, ‘Is that the best decision?’ It 
is still scary because you never 
know how a person is and if they 
actually have COVID-19 or not,” 
Sekhon said. 

Sekhon added that regardless, 
she felt comforted knowing that 
some professors are still requiring 
masks in their classrooms. 

“One of my professors [was] 
saying that we still need to wear 
masks and stuff. So I’m pretty 
sure that class is still gonna 
enforce it,” Sekhon said. 

Quezada added, however, that 
he questions how far professors 
will go to enforce their respective 
masking rules. 

“How far [are] professors really 
gonna take it?” he questioned. 
“Because I’ve walked into class 
already, and I’ve seen people 
without masks, and we’re 
supposed to wear it this week,” 
Quezada said.

Mask Mandate Period
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UCSB Sorority Kappa 
Alpha Theta Chapter 

House First in California 
To Be Green Certified

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

UC Santa Barbara sorority 
Kappa Alpha Theta became the 
first green-certified chapter house 
in California this month after 
working with student organization 
Greeks Go Green and the Green 
Business Program of Santa Barbara 
County for over two years to obtain 
the certification. 

The Green Business Program 
of Santa Barbara County is part 
of a statewide Green Business 
program that provides “resources, 
assistance, and evaluations” for 
businesses aiming to significantly 
reduce their carbon footprint and 
practice sustainability, according 
to a March 29 press release from 
the program. 

With the assistance of Greeks 
Go Green — an environmental 
group on campus — Kappa Alpha 
Theta followed a modified green 
certification checklist similar to 
the GreenBizTracker used for more 
traditional business buildings, 
according to third-year statistics 
and data science major and Greeks 
Go Green Green Certification 
Co-Chair Jules Merigot. 

The checklist measures low-
energy light fixtures, low-f low 
faucets and toilets, transportation, 
and reduced plastic and trash 
consumption, among other 
environmentally friendly measures, 
and is overseen by representatives 
from Santa Barbara County’s 
water, transportation and green 
business sectors, among others. 

“The process does look slightly 
different because it’s not officially a 
business,” Merigot said. “So there’s 
a few items that don’t apply. But we 
worked in partnership with a lady 
that works for [the Green Business 
Program], and she would add some 
items that were more applicable to 
a sorority house.” 

Second-year sociology major, 
Kappa Alpha Theta Sustainability 
Chair and Greeks Go Green 
member Hudson Pollack said 
that one challenge came from the 
checklist requirement to divest 
entirely from single-use materials 
like plastic cups and utensils in 
a chapter house where over 40 
members reside and eat meals. 

“Because of COVID, it was a 
health hazard to use plates that 
everyone was using because it’s a 
communal place. So for a while, 
that was like a really big dilemma,” 
she said. “And I feel like that’s very 
different, had it been a normal 
household or restaurant where 
there’s more efficient supplies and 
utilities for [cleaning].”

Pollack said that she worked 
alongside Greeks Go Green and 
Kappa Alpha Theta members 
to complete the individual 
tasks required of the checklist’s 
completion. 

“I had to calculate the amount of 
volume waste that was produced, 
like trash and recycling per week, 
in regards with the size of the trash 
can … and then there’s a whole 
thing where I had to measure the 
f low of the actual water coming 
out of the showers to make sure it 
was like under a certain number,” 
she said. “There’s a lot of different 
components that you wouldn’t 
necessarily think that go into 
making an establishment green 
certified.”

Fourth-year environmental 
sciences major and Greeks Go 
Green President Kristin Lynch 
said that the program hopes to 
get more Greek chapter houses 
certified in the near future, 
although the environmentally 
friendly modifications necessary 
for certification can be more 
difficult to implement if a Greek 
organization rents rather than 
owns the chapter house. 

Merigot agreed, and he said 
he believed Kappa Alpha Theta’s 
certification might inspire other 
Greek chapter houses to do the 
same. Currently, UCSB sorority 
Pi Beta Phi is next on track to be 
green certified, he said. 

“There’s also the idea of sending 
an example in a sense, and saying, 
‘One sorority house did it, and now 
they’re green certified,’ and this 
should make you — and by you, I 
mean, other houses — you should 
want to also do the same,” Merigot 
said. “It’s setting an example for 
other people to follow in our 
footsteps, and say, ‘Oh, it’s not that 
hard.’”

Merigot said the Greeks Go 
Green community, while originally 
focused on making Greek life 
more sustainable, is open to all 
UCSB students interested in the 
environment.

“Greeks Go Green is a club 
founded in 2018, and we started 
in order to try to make Greek 
life more sustainable. We have 
different committees that each 
focus on a different segment of 
sustainability,” Lynch said. 

Currently, the club has a water 
committee, road committee, a 
green certification committee, 
an outreach committee and an 
education committee, and is 
working on expanding into broader 
Isla Vista-based projects. 

Merigot, Lynch and Pollack 
all expressed great pride 
and excitement at the green 
certification, citing it as an example 
of tangible sustainability. 

“Everyone talks about 
environmental change, climate 
action — it’s a great thing to talk 
about,” Merigot said. “But to have 
proof of having done something 
significant that you can show 
other people is a great thing as 
well. And we’re all very proud to 
be part of it.”

Sindhu Ananthavel
Community Outreach Editor
Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

The University of California 
Board of Regents met in person 
at UC San Francisco Mission Bay 
from March 15-17 to discuss the 
possibility of a new student regent, 
cybersecurity and COVID-19, 
among other topics.

The meeting marked the 
first full in-person convening of 
the Regents since the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Regents last met in January via 
Zoom, when they allocated pay 
raises for all UC Chancellors. 

The Nexus compiled moments 
relevant to the UC Santa Barbara 
student community from the 
Regents’ March meeting below.

Amendment To Appoint 
Two Voting Student Regents

The regents discussed doubling 
student representation within 
the UC Board of Regents by 
appointing two, rather than one, 
student regents with voting power. 

Senate Constitutional 
Amendment 5 (SCA-5), the 
bill that would implement the 
proposed policy, was initially 
proposed by State Senator Steve 
Glazer in April 2021 and passed 
by the California State Senate on 
Jan. 26. It is currently awaiting 
approval from the California State 
Assembly. 

Regent Jose Hernandez spoke 
during the Public Engagement 
and Development Committee 
in favor of the amendment, 
acknowledging the difficulty in 
preparing two student regents for 
the role but also the necessity of 
such representation.

“We shouldn’t be afraid of 
having more students present 
because, let’s face it, they’re our 
major stakeholders,” Hernandez 
said.

Student Regent Alexis Atsilvsgi 
Zaragoza, currently the sole 
student regent with voting power, 
spoke to the dual value and 
difficulty of the role.

“It is very difficult to hit the 
ground running and really 
accomplish a lot in the two years, 
[but] the wealth of our personal 
knowledge of being on the 
campuses and being able to relay 
that off to you all, I think, is one of 
the most effective things that we 
do here,” Zaragoza said.

Regarding the formation of the 
second student regent position, 
Zaragoza said discussion around 
how to best handle the position 
is ongoing, and ideas, such as 
implementing a mentorship 
program for the student regents, 
have been presented, with a 
“senior-level” regent acting as a 
mentor.

Student Regents-designate 
Marlenee Blas Pedral — a non-
voting student regent who will 
gain voting power during the 
next academic year — echoed 
Zaragoza’s statements and 
emphasized the need for the 
added position.

“My hope is that we embrace 
the support of our legislators 
and wait for California voters to 
voice their decision if and when 
it comes up for our election,” Blas 
Pedral said.

Public Comment: Munger 
Hall

Retired UC Santa Barbara 
Associate Campus Architect 
Dennis Whalen spoke during 
public comment prior to the 
Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee against Munger Hall, 
a controversial proposed housing 
development at UCSB.

Whalen criticized the lack 
of professional peer review 
and student involvement in the 
project’s design, the “tremendous 
costs and the questionable design” 
— referencing the lack of windows 
and proper ventilation in the 
development’s layout — inaccessible 
location and inadequate solution it 
presents to the ongoing housing 
crisis at UCSB. 

“The project site requires the 
relocation of the entire facilities 
management operation, almost a 

mile off the main campus at a 
location that is only accessible 
by motor vehicle,” Whalen said. 
“This site is in a remote corner 
of the campus without either 
walkways or bike paths. These 
connections are awkwardly 
proposed in locations that will 
cause circulation conflicts, rather 
than solve them.”

“Please reject this experimental 
housing project, which defies 
precedents for best practices 
of UC housing and site design 
projects,” he continued.

Remarks From UCSA 
President

UC Student Association 
President and UC Santa Barbara 
External Vice President for 
Statewide Affairs Esme Quintero-
Cubillan spoke during the 
Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee, advocating on behalf 
of marginalized students and 
calling for more representation on 
the Board of Regents.

Quintero-Cubillan also called 
for better accommodations 
from the UC for students with 
disabilities.

“The barriers to diagnosis, the 
physical obstacles and the attitudes 
that see disabled students solely as 
inspirational, as savants and lucky 
to be in this institution, perpetuate 
cycles of harm and isolation for us 
as disabled students,” they said. 

“As a neurodivergent student, we 
need to encourage the university, 
but especially our faculty, to 
extend as many accommodations 
as possible,” they continued.

Quintero-Cubillan also 
addressed the enrollment freeze 
that UC Berkeley was recently 
put under and noted its impact on 
prospective low-income students 
across all UCs.

“The potential ramifications 
of this enrollment freeze extend 
beyond Berkeley, and really to all 
of our campuses, and specifically 
into our low-income students 
that deserve the opportunity 
to achieve social mobility, that 
deserve the opportunity to 
escape poverty, that deserve the 
opportunity to seek an education 
and that, mostly, they deserve the 
opportunity to have a chance,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said.

They closed their statement by 
noting the vacancies on the Board 
of Regents and the opportunity 
for increased representation that 
it provides.

“We need more Latino 
representation, especially 
with several schools holding 
HSI designations … We need 
more regents from low income 
communities who can attest 
to what it means to be a Pell 
recipient,” Quintero-Cubillan said. 

“We also need more regents 
of Black and Indigenous lived 
experiences that can speak to 
some of our most marginalized 
populations — especially in 
the wake of several anti-Black 
incidents on our campuses, 
namely UC Riverside and UC 
Irvine — as well as the future of 
[the] UC as it seeks to reconcile 

its colonial history and its colonial 
present,” they continued. 

Progress on Cybersecurity
During the Compliance and 

Audit Committee, UC Systemwide 
Cybersecurity Audit Director 
Greg Loge presented the results of 
the first audit conducted following 
the implementation of the UC’s 
Electronic Information Security 
Policy (IS-3) in 2019, put in place 
to bolster UC cybersecurity. 

The audit assessed the success 
of the policy in protecting the 
UC community and found that 
most locations were in the early 
planning stages of the policy and 
senior leadership was not assigned 
and unaware of their role in 
protecting the UC’s cybersecurity 
interests. 

UC Regent John Pérez, who 
serves on the Compliance and 
Audit Committee, brought up the 
2021 Accellion data hack — in 
which UC community members’ 
personal information like social 
security numbers and addresses 
were leaked — during the 
committee meeting. 

“The Experian package that 
I, as well as so many people, 
took advantage of after the last 
major cyber breaches is about to 
expire. So we’re a year post our 
implementation of the protection 
we gave to folks in the campus 
community for a major breach,” 
Pérez said. 

“I don’t feel satisfied that the 
implementation is at a pace that’s 
appropriate given the severity of 
the breaches that we had … I 
just want to add my voice as 
one calling for urgency and due 
speed,” he continued. 

The Regents concluded the 
meeting by approving the 2022 
external audit plan for the UC. 

COVID-19 Updates 
On March 17, the last day of 

the Regent meetings, UC Health 
Executive Vice President Carrie 
Byington gave an update on the 
progression of COVID-19 at UC 
campuses and globally. 

Currently, UC campuses with 
attached hospital services have 
been provided grants to continue 
research on the virus, including 
COVID-19 forecasting models and 
with disadvantaged communities, 
Byington told the Regents. 

Byington said that COVID-19 
has grown less lethal throughout 
the course of the pandemic and 
infection rates are currently 
declining. Currently, California 
infection rates have declined 
86% in the last month, she said. 
Additionally, 99% of the country is 
in the green or “low” gradient for 
COVID-19 transmission, including 
all UC-adjacent counties. 

“The trend is in the right 
direction and that gives us hope. 
We know so much more today 
than we did two years ago,” she 
said. 

However, Byington presented 
two “troubling” COVID-19 studies 
from the United Kingdom, one of 
which showed how COVID-19 
caused changes to brain matter 
and another that showed a rise 
in severe illness in those with 
COVID-19. She also warned of a 
sixth wave of COVID-19 in the 
U.K. that could reach the U.S. in 
the near future. 

Byington said that vaccination 
rates across the U.S. have 
stagnated. 

“We have been stuck in the 
mid-60s for months with no real 
improvement in the vaccination 
rate,” she said. 

While mask mandates 
across the UC have been lifted, 
Byington recommended that 
sick, immunocompromised or 
otherwise impacted individuals 
wear a mask and check in with 
their health care providers if they 
had any concerns. 

She ended the meeting by 
informing the Regents that the 
UC System-Wide Committee for 
Campus Return will be adjourned 
until July 2022, when they will 
meet again to reassess the 
situation.

“I think this is a victory, and 
something that shows the capacity 
of all of our campuses,” she said. 

Holly Rusch
Lead News Editor

The UC Santa Barbara campus 
and student association won the 
University of California Student 
Association Campus of the Year 
award on March 20, marking the 
first time in over a decade that the 
university held the title. 

The External Vice Presidents 
from all UCs make up the 
voting board of the UC Student 
Association (UCSA) and decided 
this year’s annual winner of the 
Campus of the Year award. The 
award is based on the work of 
that campuses’ External Vice 
President (EVP) Office, according 
to Esme Quintero-Cubillan, the 
UC Student Association President 
and UCSB’s External Vice 
President for Statewide Affairs 
(EVPSA). 

UCSA and its associated campus 
EVP offices work to campaign of 
UC students at a state and federal 
level, working with legislators and 
the UC Regents to institute pro-

student policies. 
“Everything we do for 

campaigns, the election 
campaigns, everything we do 
that is not immediately captured 
in those campaigns, but work 
towards bettering the student 
condition across the UC, that is 
what they look to kind of reward,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said. 

Quintero-Cubillan said they 
believed UCSB’s campus won 
the award because of the EVPSA 
Office’s hard work and student-
centered activism. 

“We have done our due 
diligence, we have put in our 
effort, we put in our work to 
make sure that this organization 
runs not just for ourselves or our 
campus, but fundamentally for 
the entire system, and we have 
repeatedly tried to center all UC 
students in the process,” they said. 

In an email to UCSB’s 
Associated Students community, 
Quintero-Cubillan noted 13 major 
accomplishments their off ice 
achieved, including pursuing 

a $5 million dollar budget for 
funding Undocumented Student 
Programs across the UC, securing 
legislators to champion a $400 
increase to the UC Pell Grant 
and funding $45,000 dollars for 
student organizations and campus 
resource centers. 

“All of these things are 
really fundamental to us, and 
fundamental to the way I choose 
to run this office. And that means 
dishing out institutional funds,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said.

“That means taking some of 
the largest delegations to all of 
the UCSA conferences, which 
we have, that means f ighting 
for different communities, like 
[undocumented] students, where 
we’re actively f ighting for $5 
million,” they continued. “But 
it means really just f ighting on 
these various issues, regardless 
of whether or not people see it 
as unnecessary, because it doesn’t 
impact their particular identity.”

UCSB Wins UC Student Association 
Campus of the Year Award

Highlights of UC Regents’ 
March 2022 Meeting

Courtesy of Amelie Black Photography

Please reject this 
experimental 

housing project, 
which defies 

precedents for best 
practices of UC 

housing and site 
design projects.

“

Dennis Whalen, Retired 
UC Santa Barbara 
Associate Campus 

Architect
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2020–22: The Final Stretch
Fourth-year psychological 

& brain sciences and 
communication double major 
Gianna Pineda is the current 
senior lead student mechanic at 
the Bike Shop and an “anchor 
in this process,” according to 
Hernandez.

“She’s f inishing the race. She’s 
gonna likely see it come to 
fruition,” Hernandez said. 

In the f inal years and months 
leading up to the Bike Shop 
breaking ground on its new 
location, Pineda and the rest of 
the employees also succeeded 
in getting all of the necessary 
approvals for the new building, 
Hernandez said. These approvals 
came from the planning, design 
and budget committees, the 
architects and Chancellor Henry 
T. Yang.

With administrator approval 
secured, there was still the issue 
of cost. The funds the Bike Shop 
accrued since 2006 — now $3.8 
million altogether, according to 
Jahnke — were still not enough 
to pay for the project.

“We still were short,” Pineda 
said. “Building a new building is 
very expensive.”

To ensure the project would 
move forward, the Bike Shop 

had to ask for a loan from A.S. 
and remove several items from 
the new building, Pineda said. 
These items included a stone 
bench and fencing by the back 
patio staff lounge.

A.S. President Yuval Cohen 
had few reservations about the 
Bike Shop’s request for a loan.

“The students have been 
wanting this for so long that it 
seemed like a very minor thing 

to take out a loan because we 
still have that A.S. Bike Shop 
lock-in fee — it will be paid 
back,” she said. “So I definitely 
was very quick to approve that.”

Now, the work remains of 
constructing the actual building, 
and Pineda expressed optimism.

“I think that we’re moving 
on a really good track to have 
the building done by when it’s 
supposed to be done,” she said.

Pineda said that she hoped the 
new building would encourage 
regular students to take initiative 
in learning about and f ixing 
their own bikes.

“I hope that we can expand 
the Bike Shop to be somewhere 
that students can come to learn 
about bikes,” she said. “You don’t 
have to work at the Bike Shop to 
learn how to f ix your bike and 
be in this space.”

Continued from p.4
BIKE SHOP
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Continued from p.7
CAMPUS OF THE YEAR AWARD

Additionally, the office lobbied 
the state for $22.5 million for 
outreach and retention programs 
for students of color, queer and 
trans students and those of 
marginalized identities, fought 
to establish system-impacted 
resource centers on all nine 
undergraduate serving campuses 

and distributed over 600 days’ 
worth of menstrual hygiene 
products at UCSB, according to 
the email. 

Two other UCSB students — 
EVPSA Legislative Director 
Alexander Niles and EVPSA 
Organizing Director Marvia 
Cunanan — also serve as elected 

members of UCSA.
“They fundamentally are 

the reason why I’m able to do 
this work because they keep 
me balanced, they educate my 
opinions and they critique me 
… they definitely pushed me or 
pushed back on me, my opinions 
and my statements in ways that 

help us round out the office,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said of Niles 
and Cunanan.

Because the UCSA board has 
three students from UCSB and 
three from UC Berkeley — an 
unequal delegation compared to 
other campuses — the Campus 
of the Year award was decided 

by the EVP’s from each campus, 
who were encouraged to vote for 
a university other than their own, 
according to Quintero-Cubillan. 

Quintero-Cubillan voted for 
UC Irvine, but said they were 
proud of the work the UCSB 
office has done in the past year. 

“I can only represent so 

many intersections. And while 
I represent a lot of different 
intersections and identities, I have 
my limitations. So does my office, 
but the very least that we could 
do is try [our] best to represent 
as many people in as many ways 
that feel fulf illing, and in many 
ways not performative,” they said. 



SPORTS2022 Voters Guide & Sample Ballot 
April 18-21, 2022          REAFFIRMATIONS       campuselections.sa.ucsb.edu 

ONLY UNDERGRADUATES WILL VOTE 
ON THESE FOUR MEASURES: 

The Community Volunteer (CoVo) Foundation Fee 
allows for funding for students and community 
members who are looking to develop a volunteer 
service project on campus or in the surrounding 
communities. Originally established in 2006, the 
A.S. CoVo Foundation is dedicated to enhancing 
the educational experience of all UCSB students by 
providing opportunities for community service and 
exposure to community issues, such as supporting 
non profits and internships in philanthropy, youth 
outreach programming and education, and direct 
educational experiences for undergraduate 
students working with K-12 students.  

The CLAS academic services fee will allow CLAS to 
continue to maintain its current level of service, 
and ensure equal access to academic tutoring, 
such as, tutorial groups, drop-in centers, evening 
hours of operation, as well as academic skills and 
exam review sessions.  

*Fees subject to a COLA remain stagnant for five years. 
After five years, the rate of inflation/deflation over the 
previous five years is calculated and applied cumulatively 
to the fee. 

The UCen support fee allows for facilities 
maintenance and renovation as well as student and 
employee salaries. It maintains utilities, such as 
information technology and wireless access, for the 
UCen and its satellite facilities, including, meeting 
rooms, student organization space, dining and lounge 
areas, the MultiCultural Center, Associated Students 
area, and the Graduate Students Association lounge.  

Associated Students Community Volunteer 
Foundation Fee (formerly AS Community 
Affairs Board (AS CAB) Volunteer Support Fee)  

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of  $0.76 
per undergraduate student per quarter (including 
summer), to continue a fund available to students 
and student groups to finance volunteer campus and 
community projects (Breakdown: $0.57 is for 
Community Volunteer Foundation and $0.19 is for 
return to aid)? This fee is in addition to the $2.90 per 
student per quarter ($2.52 in summer) currently 
collected by Community Affairs Board through other 
campus and student government fees for a total of 
$3.66 ($3.28 in summer). If reaffirmed, the fee will 
continue to be collected until subject to reaffirmation 
in spring 2026.  

___ YES     ___ NO ___ ABSTAIN 

Campus Learning Assistance Services (CLAS) 
Academic Services Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$19.91 per undergraduate student per quarter 
(including summer), to maintain the current level 
of Campus Learning Assistance Services’ group 
and drop-in tutorials (Breakdown: $14.78 is for 
CLAS, $4.98 is for return to aid, and $0.15 is for 
administrative fee)? The fee also includes a cost 
of living adjustment (COLA)* every five years and 
is next scheduled for adjustment in fall 2025, 
then fall 2030, and so forth. The last COLA was 
applied to this fee in 2020. 
This fee is in addition to the $15.51 currently 
collected by CLAS through other campus and 
student government fees for a total of $35.42 per 
undergraduate per quarter.  If reaffirmed, the fee 
would continue to be assessed until subject to 
reaffirmation in spring 2026. 
___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

University Center (UCen) Support Fee 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of $9.00 per 
undergraduate student per quarter (including 
summer) to help meet operating and facility costs of 
the UCen?  This fee is in addition to the $35.53 
($22.86 in summer) per undergraduate student 
quarterly fee currently collected by the University 
Center for programming and facilities, for a total of 
$44.53 ($31.86 in summer).  If reaffirmed, the fee will 
continue to be assessed until subject to reaffirmation 
in  spring 2026.  

  ___YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

The fee also allows the UCen to maintain 
services such as expanded regular hours of 
operation, including late-night hours during 
finals, special event offerings at no additional 
charge, and employment opportunities for 400-
450 students annually. 

The MCC Support Fee allows  the MCC to 
provide a shared community space that 
prioritizes educational programming, student 
engagement, community outreach, and 
professional development opportunities for all 
students and career staff from a diverse group 
of marginalized communities. This fee also 
supports the maintenance, improvement, and 
operating costs of the MCC, including its 
extended hours of operation and ability to offer 
student employment. 
The MCC presents approximately 80 programs 
per year that include lectures, films, panel 
discussions, readings, art exhibits, plays, and 
musical performances. All events are supported 
by this fee and most are open to the public. In 
addition, MCC facilities are available for students 
to use as a study/lounge space, reserve for 
meetings and programs, and prepare food for 
their events. These resources and services foster 
a mutually supportive relationship between the 
MCC, students, and the campus at large, while 
also serving as a bridge to the surrounding 
community. 

These funds will enable A&L to continue the 
significant ticket discounts currently available to 
all UCSB students and support new technology-
based services, including a mobile-based ticket 
platform for ticket purchases.  A&L is requesting 
student support in order to maintain the level of 
programming and student subsidies (up to 83% 
off of the top tier general ticket price). 

MultiCultural Center (MCC) Support Fee 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$8.52 ($7.06 in summer) per undergraduate 
student per quarter to support the MultiCultural 
Center’s (MCC) operating and programming 
costs, (Breakdown: fall/winter/spring: $6.83 is for 
the MCC, $1.69 is for return to aid; summer 
$5.55 is for the MCC, $1.51 is for return to aid)?  
Of $5.08 of the $6.83 for the MCC ($4.55 of the 
$7.06 in summer), a 7% administrative 
assessment will be charged to all non-capital 
expenditures.   

This fee is in addition to the $5.46 ($5.21 in 
summer) currently collected through other 
campus and student government fees for a total 
of $13.98 ($12.27 in summer).  If reaffirmed, the 
fee will continue to be collected until subject to 
reaffirmation in spring 2026.   

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

UNDERGRADUATES AND GRADUATES 
WILL VOTE ON THESE FOUR MEASURES: 

Arts & Lectures (A&L) Events Fee 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$5.68 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (including summer), in order to 
support Arts & Lectures (Breakdown: $4.26 is for 
A&L, $1.42 is for return to aid)?  Of the $4.26 for 
A&L, a 7% administrative assessment will be 
charged to all non-capital expenditures. The fee 
is in addition to the $9.41 per undergraduate and 
$7.56 per graduate student per quarter currently 
collected through other campus and student 
government fees to support A&L programming 
for a total of $15.09 per undergraduate and 
$13.24 per graduate student per quarter.   

If reaffirmed, the fee will continue to be 
collected until subject to reaffirmation in spring 
2026. 

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN  

This fee allows TGIF to support sustainability 
projects that reduce UCSB’s impact on the 
environment. Overseen by a student majority 
committee, projects are selected based on their 
ability to measurably reduce emissions, waste, 
energy, and water use on campus. Projects 
involve student participation and include public 
outreach/education. 

Since its inception in  in 2006, TGIF has funded 
over 190 projects, including: sustainable & 
equitable food systems, waste reduction 
projects, solar projects, LED lighting, 
sustainable lab assessments, and student 
internships to support these projects. UCSB has 
committed to reducing its net greenhouse gas 
operating emissions to zero by 2025, and the 
projects funded by TGIF assist the campus in 
achieving this goal. 

This fee allows Counseling & Psychological 
Services (CAPS) to continue to support and 
respond to undergraduate and graduate 
students’ need for crisis intervention, ongoing 
therapy, therapy groups, and other services to 
promote psychological well-being for 
individuals and the campus community. It also 
funds suicide prevention efforts, 24/7 phone 
counseling, and has allowed CAPS to provide 
clinicians, mental health peers and support staff 
to reduce wait times, and enhance linguistic 
and cultural diversity of the CAPS staff. 
 
*Fees subject to a COLA remain stagnant for five years. 
After five years, the compound rate of inflation/deflation 
the rate of inflation/deflation over the previous five years 
is calculated and applied cumulatively to the fee. 

 
This fee allows continued funding for  the 
operation of intramurals, club sports, adventure 
programs, student events, and open recreation 
programs. The fee reduces participation costs for 
all students and provides employment 
opportunities for over 300 students annually.  
 

 
 

The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of $3.47 
per undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter (including summer), in order to support The 
Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) (Breakdown: $2.60 is for 
TGIF and $0.97 is for return to aid)? TGIF provides 
funding for projects intended to reduce the 
University’s impact on the environment. If 
reaffirmed, the fee will continue to be assessed until 
subject to reaffirmation in spring 2026.  

___ YES     ___ NO     ___  ABSTAIN 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
Support Fee 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$37.90 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (including summer), in order to 
support Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS), (Breakdown: $28.42 is for CAPS, $9.48 is 
for return to aid)? Of the $28.42 for CAPS, 
$18.39 is subject to a 7% administrative 
assessment on all non-capital expenditures. Of 
the $28.42 to CAPS, $10.03 is subject to a 1% 
administrative assessment on all non-capital 
expenditures.  The fee is also subject to a cost of 
living adjustment (COLA)* every five years and is 
next up for a COLA in fall 2025, then fall 2030, 
and so forth.  The last COLA was applied to this 
fee in 2020. 

The fee is in addition to the $2.69 per 
undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter currently collected by CAPS through 
other campus and student government fees to 
support their services, for a total of $40.59 per 
undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter.  If reaffirmed, the fee will continue to 
be collected until subject to reaffirmation in 
spring  2026.   

___ YES ___ NO ___ ABSTAIN 

Recreational Programming Fee (Formerly, 
Recreational Sports Fee) 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of $7.00 
per undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter (excluding summer) to fund Recreational 
Sports? The fee is in addition to the $98.07 per 
undergraduate and $59.18 per graduate student 
per quarter currently collected by the Department 
of Recreation through other campus and student 
government fees to support recreational programs 
and associated facilities, for a total of $105.07 per 
undergraduate and $66.18 per graduate student 
per quarter.  If reaffirmed, the fee will continue to 
be collected until subject to reaffirmation in spring 
2026. 

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

VOTING OPEN APRIL 18-21, 2022 
UCSB CAMPUS ELECTIONS COMMISSION—
Online Spring Election 2022 

**Passage of the referenda on the ballot does not 
constitute final approval of the project. The 
chancellor and the University of California Office of 
the President must approve all referenda.  In 
addition, all major capital building projects must be 
certified by the Regents for design, financing, and 
verification of the Environmental Impact Report, 
and are subject to review by the Campus Planning 
Committee, the Design Review Committee, and the 
California Coastal Commission.  Fees for capital 
projects are based on an average undergraduate 
enrollment.  Should enrollment drop unexpectedly, 
the mandatory student-imposed fees may have to 
be increases in order to maintain funding at a level 
to meet bond financing (loan repayment) 
requirements.   

THE ELECTION IS ONLINE! 

How to vote: Go to https://vote.as.ucsb.edu, and 
follow the directions.  The link is also provided on 
the UCSB GOLD system when you log in. Public 
access computer banks are located at the Library, 
and many residence halls.  Any difficulty voting 
should be reported to votehelp@as.ucsb.edu.  
These campus-wide measures will be on the ballot 
along with candidates for A.S. offices and A.S. new 
fees and fee reaffirmation items . Graduate 
students will vote on a separate ballot.  Be sure to 
be a registered student by April 15, 2022, to be 
eligible to vote! 

PRO/CON STATEMENTS 

All registered students are invited to submit 
written statements of support or opposition for 
publication in the Daily Nexus.  Pro/Con 
statements must include the author’s name and be 
submitted electronically to 
emmaparker@ucsb.edu by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 5, 2022.  Statements are limited to 150 words 
and will appear in the Daily Nexus during week 
three.   

 VOTER TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS 

A minimum 20 percent voter turnout is required in 
order for the election to be considered valid.  A 
reaffirmation passes is 50% + one of the voters 
vote “yes.” 

Definition of RETURN TO AID: The return-to-aid 
surcharge, 25% of the total fee charged, is 
assessed to every campus-bases, student-initiated, 
new mandatory fee and increase to an existing fee 
originally passed 2006 or later.  The surcharge is 
used by the campus to cover need-based financial 
aid for UCSB students whose financial aid awards 
would not otherwise cover student-imposed 
mandatory campus fees.  The surcharge applies to 
undergraduate and graduate student fees.   

Definition of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSESSMENT: The 
administrative assessment, currently 7% of the 
base fee charged, is assessed to non-capital 
expenditures for every campus-based, student-
initiated, new mandatory fee and increase to an 
existing fee originally passed 2009 or later.  The 
assessment issued by the campus to cover the 
administrative costs of collecting, accounting for, 
and disbursing the student-imposed mandatory 
campus fees.  The assessment applies to 
undergraduate and graduate student fees.   

 

This voter information guide has been produced by 
the Campus Elections Commission.  The 
commission, which comprises students, faculty, 
and staff members, is a neutral body that advises 
the chancellor (or designee) on all matters 
pertaining to campus-wide elections and conducts 
elections in such a way that the interests of the 
voters and the institution are well served through 
the process.  The Campus Elections Commission is 
NOT affiliated with Associated Student or Graduate 
Students Association elections.   

campuselections.sa.ucsb.edu 



SPORTS
Multiple teams in the NFL have 

geared up for the upcoming 
season by aquiring new talent 

through trades and free agency. 
Teams like the Colts and Browns 
have new quarterbacks and are 

looking to make a run in the 
AFC.

Armchair QB
The UCSB men’s basketball team saw their 

season come to an end at the Big West 
Tournament. A buzzer beater from Long 
Beach State prevented the Gauchos from 
making back-to-back NCAA Tournament 

appearances.

UCSB Athletics
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UCSB Hosts First Track and Field Meet of the Year
Abigail Monti
Staff Writer

From March 9-11, UC Santa 
Barbara hosted its first outdoor 
track and field meet in two years, 
which included a full heptathlon 
and decathlon. The main meet 
on March 11, the UCSB Invite, 
hosted teams from Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo, Cal State Northridge 
and UC Irvine, while the multis 
competition, lasting from March 
9-10, attracted athletes from as far 
as Maine. 

The Gauchos took first place 
in both multi events, with junior 
Jessica Swalve finishing on top 
for the women’s heptathlon with 
a personal best score of 4940 
points and junior Matthew Molina 
winning the men’s decathlon with 
6746 points. The multis are two of 
the most grueling events in all of 
track and field. Over the span of two 
days, the female multis compete in 
seven events (the 100-meter hurdles, 
high jump, shot put, the 200-meter 
dash, long jump, javelin and the 800 
meters) while the men compete 
in 10 events (the 100-meter dash, 
discus, pole vault, the 110-meter 
hurdles, the 400-meter dash, shot 
put, long jump, high jump, javelin 

and the 1500 meters). 
Scoring in the heptathlon and 

decathlon is notoriously confusing. 
While the athletes compete against 
each other, placing in individual 
events does not affect their score; 
instead, scores are calculated using 
performance tables that are based 
on the world record of each event. 
So, while one athlete could win four 
events out of seven, the athlete who 
places second in six events might 
win overall. In the multis, it pays to 
be average across the board rather 
than stellar in one or two events.

Swalve took first in three 
events: shot put, where she threw 
a personal best of 12.34 meters; 
high jump, with a jump of 1.58 
meters; and javelin, with a throw 
of 38.48 meters. She also jumped 
a personal best in long jump with 
a mark of 5.21 meters. Sophomore 
Sofia Bailey also did well in the 
heptathlon, placing second overall 
with a score of 4603 points. Bailey 
also earned personal bests in the 
shot put and high jump and took 
first place in the 800 meters with a 
time of 2:23.90.

In the decathlon, Molina also 
took first in three events: the 110 
meters hurdles, with a time of 15.22 
seconds; long jump, with a mark of 

7.09 meters; and the 1500 meters, 
with a personal best of 4:35.27. 
Senior Peter Michiels placed 
third overall in the decathlon 
with a compiled score of 6619 
points, followed closely by senior 
Joshua Godfrey and freshman 
Brad Thomas in fourth and fifth, 
respectively.

Assistant Coach Hope Bender, 
who works closely with the 
heptathletes and decathletes,  
commented on their performance, 
saying, “The whole group did 
an awesome job staying focused 
and competing hard for two days, 
and we were rewarded with PRs 
left and right.” Bender herself is a 
UCSB track and field alum who 
recently placed ninth at the U.S. 
Olympic Track and Field Trials in 
the heptathlon.

Under the lights on Friday night, 
the rest of the UCSB track team 
competed to win. Though the meet 
wasn’t scored overall, UCSB had 
a strong showing in almost every 
event. Standouts for the distance 
team include senior Brian Schulz, 
whose 13:59.46 5000-meter run 
took second place by just 1.24 
seconds to Cal Poly’s Xian Shively. 
Schulz’s impressive mark now 
stands as the third-best 5000-meter 

time in Gaucho history. Senior 
Nick Randazzo took first place in 
the 3000-meter steeplechase with a 
strong opening time of 9:04.22. 

In the sprints, junior Brendan 
Fong ran a collegiate best of 48.65 
in the 400 meters to place first. In 
the throws, senior Gabby Sanchez 
threw a personal best in the hammer 
throw, with a mark of 52.80 meters 
that earned her second place. Junior 
Amanda Spear followed closely in 
third place with another personal 
best throw of 51.33 meters. Sanchez 
also placed second in the discus 
and shot put. 

Even better results are promised 
ahead. “Our team as a whole had 
two great early season meets — at 
Long Beach State and at home 
— and now we’re taking our focus 
forward into the bulk of our regular 
season, taking a week off and then 
competing the next four weeks in a 
row. Our athletes will really start to 
hit their stride, and we’re expecting 
to see Big West Conference and 
regional qualifiers coming out of 
almost every meet we do,” Bender 
said.

Next on the Gauchos’ meet 
schedule is the Aztec Invite at San 
Diego State, starting Friday March 
25. 

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara 
men’s basketba l l team 
concluded the regular season 
placing No. 5 in the Big West 
Conference before heading to 
Henderson, Nevada, where 
they looked to defend their 
Big West Championship. 
UCSB entered the tournament 
with the second-best odds to 
win, according to multiple 
sportsbooks. 

On March 10, the Gauchos 
took on the tournament-
favorite UC Irvine and won 
78-69. However, in the second-
to-last day of the f ive-day 
tournament, the Gauchos just 
fell short of a championship 
title when they lost to No. 1 
seed Long Beach State from a 
buzzer beater shot.  Cal State 
Fullerton ended up upsetting 
Long Beach State, advancing 
Fullerton to the NCAA 
tournament where they took 
a loss to the eventual Final-
Four betting favorite Duke 
University. 

Throughout the NCAA 
tournament, there were many 
thrilling games, many of 

which ended in overtime. For 
instance, there was the play-
in game between Rutgers and 
Notre Dame that turned into 
double overtime, eventually 
sending Notre Dame to the 
round of 64 where they went 
on to upset Alabama in the 
f irst round. 

In a year of many upsets 
happening in this year’s 
NCAA tournament, none was 
more of a Cinderella run than 
that of Saint Peter’s. Saint 
Peter’s began their tournament 
against No. 2 Kentucky, who 
had been one of the pre-
tournament betting favorites 
to win the tournament. They 
were able to narrowly beat 
Kentucky, then cruised past 
No. 7 Murray State into the 
Sweet 16. Saint Peter’s made it 
to the Elite 8 following another 
upset victory versus Purdue in 
a back-and-forth matchup, but 
lost the following round to No. 
8 seed North Carolina. 

North Carolina and Duke 
are not only Atlantic Coast 
Conference rivals but are each 
known for their dominance 
throughout the tournament. 
These longstanding rivals 
will be playing each other for 

the f irst time in their storied 
history in the Final Four of the 
tournament. 

No. 8 North Carolina had 
a particularly dif f icult route 
to the Final Four, beginning 
with a victory over the No. 
1-seeded team in the east side 
of the bracket, Baylor. From 
there, their Cinderella run 
continued as they beat a tough 
No. 4 UCLA team and ended 
Saint Peter’s run in the Elite 8. 

North Carolina’s matchup 
opponent, Duke, got to the Final 
Four with two comfortable 
margins of victory. One of 
these was in the f irst round 
of the tournament against No. 
15 seed Fullerton before they 
played two thrillers against 
Texas Tech and Arkansas, 
after Arkansas knocked out 
the 2021 runner-up and No. 1 
seed Gonzaga. On the other 
side of the bracket, the south 
region was won by Villanova, 
who didn’t have to deal with 
the No. 1, 3 or 4 seeds. No. 3 
seed Tennessee was upset by 
No. 11 Michigan, No. 4 seed 
Illinois was upset by Houston 
and No. 1 seed Arizona was 
dominated by No. 5 Houston, 
who could only muster 44 

points in a loss to Villanova.  
The only No. 1 seed to 

advance to the Final Four 
came out of the midwest with 
Kansas. Many upsets occurred 
in this region, with No. 11 Iowa 
State beating Louisiana State 
and Wisconsin  and No. 10 
Miami winning upset victories 
against the University of 
Southern California and No. 2 
Auburn. Miami and Iowa State 
then faced off, with Miami 
prevailing and moving on to 
face Kansas in the Elite Eight. 
Kansas needed two straight 
comeback victories to move 
into the Elite Eight and Final 
Four, with Kansas’ second half 
versus Miami resulting in a 
blowout 26-point victory for 
them. 

 In the f inal run of the 
legendary Coach Mike 
Krzyzewski, more commonly 
known as Coach K, he has a 
chance to end his career with 
a bang against rival North 
Carolina. On top of that, if 
Kansas and Duke were to win 
in the Final Four, it would line 
up Coach K to beat Kansas, 
the team he had beat en route 
to his f irst NCAA tournament 
championship. 

Gauchos Miss Out on March 
Madness 

A National Outlook 
for UCSB Softball

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

UC Santa Barbara’s softball 
team has gotten off to a bad 
start this year and signs are 
not trending upward due to a 
current 3-game losing streak 
and 1-5 in conference play. 

There is always room to 
improve and time to turn around 
the 9-22 start to the season with 
many conference and out-of-
conference games to play for the 
Gauchos. 

On the offensive side of the 
ball, the Gauchos have been 
struggling compared to the 
nation’s leading teams. The 
Gauchos rank 90th in the nation 
for batting average out of 293 
other Division I teams. Likewise, 
the .337 on-base percentage of 
the Gauchos is good enough 
for 175th in the nation. Then, 
with 3.84 runs per game, the 
Gauchos are struggling in the 
offense department, ranking  
184th. Improving one side of the 
offense, like baserunning, could 
be a jumpstart to the Gauchos’ 
offense. With averaging less 
than 1 stolen base per game, 
they once again rank in the 200s 
for stolen bases per game. 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, it doesn’t get much 
better for the Lady Gauchos. 
The Gauchos rank 148th in the 
country in f ielding percentage 
which, once again, places them 

in the middle of the pack for 
the Division I softball schools. 
The earned run average of the 
Gauchos’ pitchers is a whopping 
6.26 which would rank the 
pitching staff in the top 20 
worst earned run averages in 
the country. 

The last and most shocking 
stat is that UCSB’s .290 win 
percentage is one of the worst 
in the country, ranking them 
246th in the country, just below 
mid-major schools not known 
for their sports such as the 
University of Holy Cross, Sam 
Houston State University and 
Columbia University.

With that said, there are 
still many bright spots in 
the Gauchos’ starting lineup. 
Beginning with sophomore 
inf ielder Madelyn McNally, who 
is batting close to .400, McNally 
is second on the team with 34 
hits and leads the team with 9 
stolen bases. Leading the team 
in hits is senior inf ielder Maci 
Fines, with 35 hits and a team-
leading 17 runs batted in. On the 
f ield, senior 1B/outf ielder Rayna 
Cohen and sophomore catcher/
utility Ashley Donaldson have 
been stellar, committing only 
one error each in the season. 

With many players producing 
at a high level, as mentioned 
above, it’s only a matter of 
time before the Gauchos string 
together a nice win streak to 
end the season. 

[InternetShortcut]
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ON THE MENU
Stephanie Gerson
On the Menu Asst. Editor

Santa Cruz feels like a second 
home to me. Even though I’m 
a Bay Area native, my family 
has spent a lot of time in the 
area over the past few years, 
and frequent trips to visit my 
boyfriend at UCSC have helped 
me get a sense of the Santa 
Cruz food scene. 

Much like Santa Barbara, 
Santa Cruz has a relaxed vibe 
that translates into the food it 
has to offer. 

For Breakfast and Coffee: 
If you’re in the Capitola 

area, you must try handmade 
cannolis from the one and 
only SC Bread Boy. Easily 
recognizable by his signature 
white Vespa that he parks at 
various locations around Santa 
Cruz, Lance sells cannolis and 
focaccia nearly every weekend 
right next to the water. Follow 
his Instagram to see what 
f lavors he is selling and where 
to f ind him! Be sure to get there 
early — he sells out quickly!

For coffee beverages, pastries 
and avocado toast, Cat and 
Cloud is also a great option. 
Also located in the Capitola 
area, this neighborhood coffee 
shop offers one of the best 
chai lattes I’ve ever had and 
delicious, freshly baked scones.

For Lunch: 
While the majority of these 

eateries are located in the heart 
of Santa Cruz, prepare to spend 
some time driving if you plan 
on visiting the Humble Sea 
Tavern in Felton. Felton is a 
charming town located on 
Highway 9, just 20 minutes 
north of Santa Cruz. Humble 
Sea Tavern is new to the county 
and offers brunch, lunch and 
dinner. I recommend trying 
the Mushroom Melt which is 
served with a lovely dipping 
broth. I eat dairy free, but 
this sandwich is totally worth 
taking a Lactaid for. They also 
have great mocktails. 

For a more casual option near 
the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, visit 
The Picnic Basket for lunch. 
I love their Beet Sandwich, 
which is a more mature take 
on a pb&j. In between the 
bread are thick slices of beets, 
spinach, coarse ground almond 
butter and chickpeas. 

For Dinner: 
Süda is the perfect place 

for a date night. While the 
restaurant is along a busy 
road in Capitola, their outside 
courtyard is cozy and intimate. 
I recommend their Ahi Poke 
Bowl. Sure, ordering a poke 
bowl is boring, but I am not 
exaggerating when I say this 

poke is worth the full $17. The 
ingredients are so fresh and 
the thin slices of daikon radish 
and spicy aioli truly elevate the 
bowl. I’m dying to try the Squid 
Ink Pasta during my next visit. 

For a more laid-back 
dinner downtown, go to Cafe 
Gratitude. Cafe Gratitude is 
an entirely vegan restaurant 
that uses seasonal and local 
ingredients. If you’re a fan 
of hearty grain bowls and a 
veggie lover, you’ll love Cafe 
Gratitude. I really enjoy their 
Pan Seared Polenta. 

For Dessert: 
This list would not be 

complete without a dessert 
recommendation! If you didn’t 
stock up on cannolis from the SC 
Bread Boy that morning, don’t 
fret! The Penny Ice Creamery 
is open until 11 p.m. to satisfy 
all your ice cream cravings. I 
love their chocolate sorbet with 
toasted marshmallow topping. 
The marshmallow topping is 
an optional add-on, but in my 
book, it’s totally necessary.

Santa Cruz might look like 
any other beach town, but its 
eateries are unique and place an 
emphasis on local ingredients 
and distinctive f lavors. Now 
that you’re equipped with my 
master list of Santa Cruz food 
recommendations, it’s time for 
a road trip up California’s coast! 

A Day of Eating in Santa Cruz

Alice Bilyk
Staff Writer

So, I’m not technically vegan 
– I meeaan, I try to shop vegan 
for environmental reasons 
and limit my animal product 
consumption. However, one of 
my close friends is vegan and 
another is vegetarian, so we try 
a lot of different vegan options 
and restaurants around Santa 
Barbara. Last year, we heard of 
Rascal’s, this little pop-up that 
makes vegan Mexican and fast 
food, and had to try it! The f irst 
time I visited, and every visit 
since, has been magical from 
start to f inish.

First of all, the atmosphere! 
It’s located at this beautiful 
lofty space on 18 E Cota Street, 
right by Palace and Foxtail. 
It feels like an elegant jungle 
garden – the def inition of 
curated good vibes. 

Now let’s talk about the food! 
Rascal’s has a 100% vegan 
menu that they update fairly 
frequently, and they’re good 
about of fering and labeling 
gluten-free options. As of March 
18, 2022, they offer a large 
selection of vegan Mexican 
dishes from Wednesday to 
Saturday. Their tortillas and 
chips are made from scratch 
and are honestly some of the 
most delicious I’ve ever had. 

They current ly of fer 
the chips and salsa, wheat 
chicharrones and spicy elote 
as small plates. For tacos, they 
offer the rajas tacos (grilled 
pasilla peppers with onions 
and vegan cheese), impossible 
picadillo tacos (impossible 
meat infused with guajillo, 

with carrots and potatoes), and 
the al pastor tacos (seitan and 
fresh pineapple with cilantro, 
onion and lime). In addition to 
tacos, their main dishes include 
asada sopes, tempeh torta and 
the seitan chicken burrito. 
They also offer a variety of 
agua frescas and soft drinks. 
Small plates run from $6-8, 
everything else ranges from 
$12-16, and the portions are 
generous. 

On Sundays, they serve 
their Burgertown menu, which 
mainly consists of waff le fries, a 
cheeseburger and their weekly 
milkshake f lavor. Their waff le 
fries are just so delicious, I 
don’t know how they do it; 
my partner is gluten intolerant, 
so the only thing on the 
Burgertown menu that he can 
have is the waff le fries – they 
were more than enough for him 
to call it a successful outing. 

From this current selection, 
my friends and I have tried 
the chips and salsa, rajas 
tacos, al pastor tacos, asada 
sopes, specialty crunchwrap 
and Burgertown menu. We’ve 
marveled at their ability to 
so closely replicate the taste 
and feel of meat, especially in 
dishes like the asada sopes and 
crunchwrap, in addition to just 
how delicious the food always 
is. No matter what’s on the 
menu, we know everything will 
taste great. 

Rascal’s  frequently does pop-
up collaborations with other 
small establishments, such as 
Low Pigeon (@lowpigeon), 
Muni Wine (@muniwine), 
GoodStuf f BakedTreats (@
eatgoodstuf feveryday) and 

Coastal Coffee Collaborative 
(@coastalcof feecollaborative), 
and offers specialty menu items, 
such as their vegan crunchwrap, 
vegan pizza or their occasional 
Sunday brunch menu.

I’m super glad that they’re 
putting a ton of ef fort into 
strengthening the relationships 
with other local small 
businesses, since it creates a 
unique community of businesses 
with meaningful connections 
to this area. They publicize 
their events and menus on their 
Instagram (@rascals_sb). 

For someone like me who 
loves cooking, I sometimes feel 
as though restaurant foods in 
Santa Barbara are overpriced 
for something you can just 
make at home. Part of the 
magic at Rascal’s is that all 
the dishes are so deliciously 
indulgent that it never crosses 
your mind that they’re vegan 
substitutes, and I don’t think 
their food is something you can 
easily replicate at home. 

In the past, Rascal’s, The 
Good Lion company and 
Barbareño collaborated to split 
the rent of this space, running 
Barb’s Pies, the Venus in Furs 
bar and Rascal’s out of one 
location. However, since then, 
Barbareño has dropped out, 
followed later by Venus in Furs. 
Now, the space exclusively 
belongs to Rascal’s, and they’re 
f ighting hard to be able to keep 
it. If I can recommend any 
restaurant in Santa Barbara, or 
any place to go on a night out, it 
would be Rascal’s. The food is 
made with heart and talent and 
is always delicious, all while set 
in a gorgeous space. 
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Rascal’s: Modern, Vegan Food

Cacio e Pepe — A Simple Pasta Two Different Ways
Melvin Ventura
Staff Writer
Albert Pham
Reporter

A blend of cheese, pepper and pasta 
makes cacio e pepe one of the most 
simple pasta dishes that you could 
make. We did our research and after 
numerous trials, we have found the 
little techniques and tricks to correctly 
make this divine pasta dish in two 
different ways. 

Classic Cacio e Pepe
Serves 2.
Ingredients:
• 1/2 pound spaghetti 
• 1/2 tablespoon freshly ground 

black pepper 
• 1 1/2 cups grated pecorino romano 
• 1/2 cup grated parmigiano 

reggiano 
Instructions:
1. Boil a few cups of generously 

salted water. Add the pasta 
noodles to the pan. Cook the 
noodles for 9-10 minutes. 

2. Once the noodles are done 
cooking, scoop them out. 
Reserve about 2 cups of the 

pasta water and set aside. 
3. Turn off the heat and toast the 

freshly ground black pepper for 
about 1-2 minutes. 

4. In a medium-sized bowl, 
combine the cheeses. Slowly 
add in some of the reserved 
pasta water until well combined. 

5. Add a 1/2 cup of the pasta 
water to the pan with the 
toasted black pepper. Add in 
the pasta noodles. 

6. Add in the cheese mixture to 
the pan and toss the ingredients 
together to combine them.  

Vegan Cacio e Pepe
Serves 3.
Ingredients:
• 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
• Kosher salt
• 1 tablespoon white or yellow miso 

paste
• 1/2 pound bucatini
• 1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper 

flakes
• 1 tablespoon freshly cracked black 

pepper, plus more for serving
• 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
• Zest of 1/2 lemon
• Vegan parmesan (for garnish)

Instructions:
1. Bring a large pot of lightly salted 

water to a boil. Add the olive oil 
and miso to a small bowl and 
stir into a thick paste. 

2. Add the pasta to the boiling 
water, reduce the temperature 
to medium and cook, stirring 
occasionally, for about 1 minute 
before al dente. Reserve 2 1/2 
cups pasta cooking water, then 
drain the pasta.

3. Add another tablespoon of olive 
oil to the empty pot and heat 
over medium. Add about 2/3 of 
the crushed black peppercorns 
and toast, stirring frequently for 
2-3 minutes.

4. Combine  the miso mixture 
and reserved pasta water, 
stirring until smooth. Add the 
pasta to the sauce and stir with 
tongs until glossy.

5. Drizzle with olive oil, and 
garnish with crushed red and 
black pepper, lemon zest and 
vegan parm.

Making cacio e pepe is easy! 
Whether you’re veganizing it or 
not, either recipe is guaranteed to 
impress your guests.
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Migrane Mommy
Thing in the Way

 Since the removal of the campus mask 
mandate, students have found that their 
mysterious lecture hall crushes are only sexy 
with their masks on. 

“I was so down bad for this guy in my econ 
lecture. Like, I was sitting there every class just 
imagining having his babies,” third-year Claire 
Smith said. “But then the mask mandate was 
lifted and I learned he was actually fugly. God, 
it was so tragic.” A single tear traced down her 
cheek before she said, “I wish I could go back.”

Smith is not the only student to realize 
their masked lover is actually uggo. When 
interviewed by Nexustentialism, fourth-year 
Elena Dover said, “I was in love with this girl 
in my ANTH 2 section, but then I saw her 
without her mask on and she had this weird 
baby mouth. Like a really tiny, little baby 
mouth.” Dover then noticeably shivered and 
said, “It was so wrong. So, so wrong.” 

Interestingly, some students are calling for 
the mask mandate to stay. “I honestly think 
we should keep the mask mandate, if only to 
increase sexual tension and mystery. Like in 

‘The Batman!’ Masks made everyone so hot,” 
second-year film student Cali Ray said. “I 
realize that they are a different kind of mask 
but, like, come on, Zoë Kravitz and Robert 
Pattinson were so ridiculously fuckable because 
of them!” She paused and took a deep breath 
before continuing, “I think masks just do holy 
work. Even if we don’t bring back surgical 
masks, we should mandate eye masks, like 
superhero masks.” 

Ray is determined to keep sex and intrigue 
alive at the university she loves. She started the 
organization “Gotham Girlies” and is actively 
campaigning for eye masks in all UCSB spaces. 

“I really hope that people identify with this 
cause. I really want to reinstate the sexual 
tension we all deserve here at UCSB,” she said. 
Ray will table in front of the Arbor to recruit 
members, and then plans to take her mission to 
the chancellor. 

“If you hear ‘Something in the Way’ by 
Nirvana playing on loop, that is my table. 
Follow the signal and join me in saving UCSB 
from desolation and abstinence!” 

Migraine Mommy believes in sexual tension and 
“Something in the Way” by Nirvana.

Is Freedom Really Free? Class 
Crush Ugly Under Mask 
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Miss Informed
Clout Chasing Whore

 As all you proud Gauchos (and all your 
silly, little friends that you brag to) may know, 
UCSB has been ranked among the Top 5 
public universities nationwide for 2021 and has 
held ranks in the Top 10 for the past five years 
according to U.S. News & World Report! These 
rankings have shocked and angered haters of 
our brilliant institution, mainly those who go to 
Berkeley or UCLA. “Why are we mentioned in 
the same breath as them?” They may secretly 
fume. “They’re not the ones that have nine 
libraries or an acceptance rate under 15%!”

We at Nexustentialism pondered the intricacies 
of our university that have rocketed our 
rankings since 2016. Could it be our extremely 
selective graduate-school prep college, the 
College of Creative Studies? Could it be our 
nationally renowned graduate physics program 
that is in the same league as Columbia and 
UChicago? Could it be our heavy involvement 
in environmentalism and sustainability through 
the Bren School of Environmental Science and 
Management? Nah, fuck that.

You may be thinking, “Wow! I didn’t realize 
that U.S. News took our combined dye record 
and percentage of Certif ied Hotties into 
consideration!” Your surprise is understandable, 
but unwarranted. We may be national leaders in 
scientific research and a part of the prestigious 
University of California system, but we are 
ranked by one thing, and one thing only: our 
pure animal magnetism.

 According to college rankings across the 
nation, we at UCSB are blessed with the unique 
ability to break necks and serve face. And that’s 

not even considering our inordinately large 
population of professional keggers and fuckin’ 
ballers. 

We interviewed Anna McLovin, a seasoned 
U.S. News analyst, about her perspective 
regarding our school’s prestige. “Yeah, we 
actually use a very private and rigorous system 
to evaluate the rankings of each university 
when publishing our yearly rankings, so forgive 
me for being conservative with the information 
I divulge,” McLovin sighed loudly while 
admiring her nails. 

“But, I will say that you guys definitely 
have, like, that specific vibe that we’re looking 
for.” When pressed about what “vibe” she is 
referring to, McLovin scoffed, “I can’t describe 
the vibe. Like, if you know, you know.” 

 If there’s anything we Gauchos know, it’s 
that we know that we know. You know? 

Third year Kris Ehvans echoed McLovin’s 
sentiment when asked about UCSB’s rising 
rank. “It’s kinda like when I’m tossing with my 
brothers at chap. Like, we’ll just be having a 
good time, shooting the shit, just like, enjoying 
the fresh ocean air while we stumble over 
empty whip-its canisters. That’s the fucking 
vibe.” We enthusiastically agreed with Ehvans’ 
statement and got wristbands for their quarterly 
next weekend.

 While it may forever be a mystery as to 
why our institution by the sea is such a strong 
attracting force for students across the country, 
we can sleep soundly with the knowledge that 
we are in the company of the hottest, smartest, 
coolest people ever. 

Miss Informed is soooooooo bad at dye~ like so 
bad. Can you teach her? Hehe <3

UCSB Ranked No. 5 Nationwide 
Due to Vibes, Sex Appeal
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Lucas Bricca
Unpaid Intern

“Hi, are you a registered voter in California?” 
Few UCSB freshmen expect that such an innocent 
question can quickly lead to several minutes of 
your precious time (and years of your life) sucked 
away by pesky CALPIRG signature-seekers. So, 
rather than the usual responses to The Question, 
such as “Do you want your front teeth knocked 
out?” or “I have my headphones in and I’m clearly 
late for class, please never ask me again,” a new 
wave of Gauchos are opting to forfeit their right to 
vote so they can feel good just saying no.

“It just sounds like such B.S. to be like, ‘No, I’m 
not a registered voter,’” said Cathy Wang, a junior 
at UCSB who has decided that her vote in the 
2024 presidential election will probably end up 
lost in a recount anyways. “So, I just revoked my 
voter registration, and now I don’t have to feel bad 
about lying.”

Andrew Higgins, leader of the Gauchos Against 
Suffrage (G.A.S.) movement, explained the 
surprising empowerment he feels after sacrificing 
his right to vote.

“Honestly, I feel invincible walking through the 
quad,” Higgins said. “Even though I’ve given up 
my rights, I feel freer than ever.”

As the hashtags #GauchosWithoutRights and 
#CALPIRGThisDick soar to new heights on 
Twitter’s Trending page, CALPIRG held a press 
conference to address their annoying and invasive 

ploy to get signatures.
“The students know it’s for a good cause, right?” 

CALPIRG spokesperson Pancy Nelosi remarked 
in Wednesday’s press conference. “These are 
issues that really matter and, also, if we don’t get 
enough signatures, my boss will be really upset 
with me so if you guys could just sign the one on 
expanding public housing on your way out, and 
there’s also one for green energy underneath it if 
you have the time — we just need your signature 
and the county you’re registered in — it would 
really mean a lot.”

It seems the only group that stands to benefit 
from the situation is the A.S. Elections Board, 
which anticipates a groundbreaking 25 votes in 
upcoming elections.

“It seems like all the students who can’t vote 
in-state or in federal elections anymore are finally 
turning towards local issues,” President Yuval 
Cohen reported. “It’s really heartwarming to see 
this kind of turnout.”

It remains to be seen whether CALPIRG will 
take the hint and stop swarming students with 
forms. At this rate, Santa Barbara could become 
a completely politically inactive county by fall 
2023 — meaning CALPIRG will have to either 
move out or hire someone really good at forging 
signatures.

Lucas Bricca hopes for a challenging and 
transformative experience during his CALPIRG 
internship this summer.

Students Give Up Democratic 
Rights To Escape CALPIRG

I Am an Econ Major, You Are 
Irrelevant, Here Is the Blockchain

N. F. Turner
Econ Major

 Hello. I am an econ major. Right now, you 
are nothing. We can change that, though. 
Before you lie two options — Option A: You 
continue your life as a beta specimen, always 
following orders from the people around you 
with nothing more than pennies in your bank 
account to show for it. Or, you can pick Option 
B: Read the rest of this article to find out the 
secrets of the blockchain.

So, you’re still reading, huh? *smirks* Good, 
you’re a clever one. The blockchain is a 
mysterious beast. Only a small population of 
the general public can even hope to understand 
its many intricacies. Thankfully for you, I can 
simplify it with an analogy: imagine baby sea 
turtles, trying to make their way back home. 
The turtles are the block, the sand is the chain 
and the seagulls that want to eat the turtles are 
filthy hackers. But fear not, turtles, for the open 
sea of crypto welcomes you with open arms!

Hopefully, that analogy cleared up the general 
picture. If not, think of this instead. Ever heard 
of the phrase, “The journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step”? The journey 
of a thousand transactions begins with a single 
block. I don’t know what the chain is here, 
but just roll with it. All of your transactions 
are stored inside the secure bosom of a block, 
keeping it away from good-for-nothing hackers 
who sit around all day sadder than anyone 
who works with A.S. Any explanation more 

in-depth than that is beyond the scope of 
some newspaper article (Don’t ask anyone who 
writes for Science & Tech.)

My name? Nonessential. Your life? 
Unimportant, at least until now. All that 
matters now is what side of history you want 
to be on. As Matt Damon said, “Fortune 
favors the brave.” And there is nothing 
braver than spending your parents’ money on 
cryptocurrencies. You think that an English 
degree is gonna make you anything? In the 
time it took you to read this sentence, I’m up 
23 ETH and COUNTING. If you want to 
finally do something right with your life, stop 
investing in Roth IRAs and secure stocks, 
and think about investing in my ICO (that’s 
initial coin offering, don’t worry about what 
it means) for my new coin called Lion coin, 
for you special, few sheep who would like 
to ascend to kinghood of all jungles. Please 
send all investments to the address listed here: 
64.72.65.61.6D.

Finally, I leave you with a quote from one 
of the wisest beings in the galaxy: “My ally is 
the Blockchain, and a powerful ally it is. Life 
creates it, makes it grow. Its energy surrounds 
us, binds us. Luminous beings are we, not this 
crude matter. You must feel the Blockchain 
f low around you. Here, between you, me, the 
tree, the rock, everything.” — The green dude 
from “Star Wars.”

N. F. Turner assures you none of this is a scam 
and you should stop talking.
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Looking Back From 
Campus Point

Emma Holm-OlsenEmma Holm-Olsen
Staff WriterStaff Writer

(Re)cognition
According to 

the organization 
Therapeutic Pathways, 

approximately 75 million 
people worldwide are 

diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder, which 

corresponds to almost 1% of the 
global population. While extensive 
research has been done regarding 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and 

certain traits that people 
with the disorder may 
possess, much is still 
unknown regarding the 
specif ic psychological 
mechanisms that lead to 
these traits. Hongbo Yu, 
an assistant professor 
in the UC Santa 
Barbara Department 
of Psychological & 
Brain Sciences, helped 
devise an experiment to 
try to tackle some of 
the looming questions 
regarding these 
mechanisms, including 
the relative personality 
dimensions of people 
with ASD and those 
without, as well as both 
groups’ association 
between personality 
dimensions and facial 
recognition ability. 

Yu, along with colleagues from West 
Virginia University, Dartmouth College 
and Washington University in St. 
Louis, collected personality and facial 
recognition data from a large group 
of online participants, consisting of 89 
people who self-identified with ASD 
and 307 neurotypical controls, and then 
compared the data from neurotypical 
participants to that of participants 
diagnosed with ASD. They found that 
while people diagnosed with ASD did 
not differ significantly in personality 
dimensions such as empathy and social 
agreeableness, they exhibited altered 
neural coding of the specific social 
traits of trustworthiness and warmth; 
thus, they were weaker than the 
control participants in their association 
between their own prosocial personality 
traits and their ability to judge the 
traits of trustworthiness and warmth 
in others. The study concluded that 
autistic traits are closely related to social 
anxiety and avoidance but independent 
of empathetic and moral preferences, 
shedding light on the underlying 
mechanisms that can lead to certain 
social difficulties common with people 
diagnosed with ASD. 

Ancient Grains
New evidence from Belize suggests 

that more than half of the ancient 
Maya’s ancestry can be traced back to 
early hunter-gatherers who migrated 
from South America a few thousand 
years ago and who may have brought 
along a crop that would become one 
of the main sources of sustenance for 
one of the ancient world’s most famous 

cultures — maize. Corn has always 
been known to have played an 
important part of Maya culture, but 
until recently, researchers had no idea 
just how critical a role it played in the 
birth of Maya civilization. Since 2014, 
researchers have unearthed more than 
80 preserved skeletons from shallow 
graves in the Bladen Nature Reserve 
in Belize. This discovery allowed 
researchers to analyze DNA samples 
from the skeletons and compare them 
to the DNA of both ancient and living 
inhabitants of certain regions throughout 
Central and South America. They 
found that the more recent skeletons, 
dating from about 5,600 years ago, 
contained DNA closely resembling that 
of a group of Indigenous people who 
today live from northern Colombia to 
Costa Rica. These findings suggest that 
approximately 5,000 years ago, there 
was a massive migration of people from 
further south up into the northwestern 
part of Central America, an area which 
would eventually become the home of 
the Maya people. As for the relationship 
between the inf lux of migrants and 
the origin of maize cultivation, UCSB 
archaeology professor Douglas Kennett 
has an answer. 

From analyzing the teeth of these 
ancient hunter-gatherer skeletons, it has 
been found that maize likely accounted 
for less than 10% of their diets, while 
skeletons dating from the post-migration 
period reveal maize accounting for about 
10-50% of their diets. This evidence 
indicates that the early hunter-gatherers 
likely introduced new and improved 

m a i z e 
plants, as 
well as a novel 
system of cultivation, into 
Central America when they migrated, 
ultimately inf luencing the development 
of one of the largest cultures of the 
Mesoamerican world. 

Beating the Heat
While there is substantial existing 

data on the effects of extreme heat 
on human productivity and health, 
as well as new data on the health 
implications of COVID-19, researchers 
are now curious as to the joint effects of 
both of these factors. UCSB geography 
professor David Lopez-Carr, along with 
other contributors, helped lead research 
studying the effects of extreme heat and 
COVID-19 specifically on farmworkers, 
as they are one of the most susceptible 
communities to COVID-19, the least 
likely to get immunized and the most 
exposed to extreme heat. 

Although the paper has only been 
provisionally accepted into “Frontiers 
in Public Health,” Lopez-Carr and 
his team present questions regarding 
further research on this topic as well 
as outline potential policies, which if 
implemented could lead to enhanced 
wellbeing for farmworkers through 
increased unemployment benefits and 
better labor regulations.

The Nexus’ Campus Point column covers the discoveries, collaborations 
and publications from the scientific community at UC Santa Barbara.
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ARTSWEEK
Publishing in a Pandemic: How Authors Virtually Write, Publish and Promote
Sam Franzini
Staff Writer

Caleb Horowitz, the protagonist 
of Andrew Lipstein’s 2022 novel, 
“Last Resort,” is markedly similar 
to me in some ways. We are both 
writers, Jewish and overly anxious 
about the f loaters existing in our 
eyes. However, his novel’s plot is 
a stolen idea, based off a friend’s 
scandalous story when he had a 
foursome when visiting a Greek 
island, and mine remains partially 
unwritten due to laziness — it’s 
also not about a foursome.

Publishing “Last Resort” was a 
miracle, Lipstein said in a recent 
interview. His first agent wasn’t 
able to sell the book, so he took 
matters into his own hands and 
found a home with Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux. His lucky streak 
continued, and with a new agent, 
he was able to sell a second book: 
“Flash & Yearn.” The writing 
process for the second book came 
a bit easier — he finished it in four 
months — as the pandemic wiped 
away dinners, hangouts and 
other times of distraction from 
productivity. “Life is more boring 
[in lockdown], and boredom, as 
I’ve always found, is a great reason 
to make the fun yourself,” Lipstein 
said.

Though the pandemic may 
have helped Lipstein and other 
writers increase their productivity, 
everything that comes after 
completing the f irst draft of 
a manuscript has taken a hit, 
starting with the innocuous trend 
of reading increasing during 
lockdowns. People used fiction 
to escape into made-up worlds, 
as Matt Haig’s feel-good novel 
“The Midnight Library” racked 

up weeks on the New York Times 
bestseller list. But even pandemic-
centered novels, like Ling Ma’s 
“Severance” and Emily St. John 
Mandel’s “Station Eleven,” f lew 
off the shelves after being subjects 
of thinkpieces examining their 
narratives to ours. As social 
justice protests rocked the whole 
world during the summer of 2020, 
people everywhere turned to 
non-fiction to learn about white 
fragility and how to be an anti-
racist. Writers capitalized on 
former President Donald Trump’s 
inability to correctly control a 
pandemic with sensationalized 
titles like “Rage” or “Peril” that 
document his failures. In total, 
35% of the world’s population 
have read more books during the 
pandemic than before.

But, by the holiday season of 
2021, our increased reading lead 
to distribution problems. Niche 
indie titles weren’t as affected, 
but the bestsellers took a hit as 
everyone scrambled to purchase 
the newest title from Sally Rooney 
or Liane Moriarty. In an October 
2021 article for Vox, Constance 
Grady warned book buyers to start 
shopping now. Labor shortages, 
increased paper prices and 
decreased amounts of cardboard 
for shipping have all coalesced 
in a “perfect storm,” according to 
Matt Baehr, executive director of 
the Book Manufacturers’ Institute. 
People want books, but there 
aren’t enough materials to get 
them to readers.

Allegra Hyde, a creative writing 
professor whose debut novel 
“Eleutheria” landed this month, felt 
the multiple stresses of publishing 
during a pandemic. She previously 
released a short story collection 
—  which helped her get familiar 

with the publishing industry — 
but a debut novel was a different 
animal. “It did take a while to find 
the right home, it was stressful. 
[I spent] five or so years working 
on it, invested a lot of time into 
getting it ready and caught the 
interest of Vintage,” Hyde said.

Because of the limited supplies, 
publishers have to be choosier 
in the novels they take risks on. 
Former editor of New York Tyrant 
Magazine Jordan Castro says his 
book, “The Novelist,” didn’t have 
much luck with major publishers 
as it’s admittedly strange. Soft 
Skull Press, an independent 
publisher, took on his book where 
it was able to find a home. “I 
wondered if the book would come 
out, accepted it wouldn’t, and the 
moment I did, the good news 
arrived,” Castro said.

Worries travel through all 
areas of the bookmaking process, 
from authors to publishers. Olivia 
Taylor Smith, founder of Unnamed 
Press, also reports less materials 
to simply print books. The 
supply shortage comes because 
“warehouse and dock workers 
have been sick and because we’re 
using natural materials that are 
increasingly limited,” she said. 

Sara Leonard, a publicist at 
Penguin Random House, echoed 
concerns about less books to go 
around. Publicists like her send 
out unsolicited advance copies of 
books, or “galleys,” to anyone they 
think would like it or promote it 
by reviewing or writing about it. 
Before the pandemic, they’d print 
about 600 galleys and send 500 
out into the world. Now, there are 
no unsolicited galleys, and only 
about 50 are printed. 

Thankfully, the books she 
worked with weren’t too affected, 

but “the supply chain has been 
kind of a nightmare,” Leonard said. 
Printing books overseas poses a 
lot of transit issues for books, and 
one of her colleagues worked with 
a book that had such bad delays 
that they pushed the publishing 
date back a year. Nearing the new 
date, a truck carrying the finished 
copies tipped over en route to 
the warehouse, and only 10% of 
the books were salvageable. She 
also brought up a recent case in 
which shipments of two brand 
new cookbooks fell into the ocean 
while being transported from 
New York to Taiwan.

Leonard said that because print 
media has taken such a hit over 
the years in any case, including the 
recent news that Entertainment 
Weekly and InStyle plan to move 
exclusively to digital platforms, 
publicists have grown to rely on 
freelancers more and more to 
promote books. “There’s a huge 
interest in book coverage still, but 
positions 20 years ago aren’t there 
anymore,” she said.

Her day involves pitching new 
releases to writers who might 
have an outlet to promote a new 
release, whether it be book lists 
for websites like Electric Lit, The 
Million, and Literary Hub or other 
review outlets. But freelancers are 
iffy and rejections are common. 
A possible solution comes with 
BookTok, the niche TikTok 
community for book lovers, where 
readers can share and promote 
their favorite books, recommend 
new ones and form a community 
around a love of reading, without 
journalistic experience.

On BookTok, a subgenre of the 
social media mega-giant TikTok 
that proliferated during the early 
days of the pandemic, you can 

post what you’re reading or make 
lists of books with a specific target 
audience. The genre has taken 
over and is widely available — 
videos tagged “#BookTok” have 
been viewed more than 40 billion 
times, and Barnes & Noble now 
has a special section where 
BookTok’s most popular reads are 
easily accessible.

This community of readers and 
recommenders has spread over 
to Instagram as well, where avid 
readers follow “bookstagrammers” 
in order to find their next reads. 
Antonella, who goes by @
shitshereads on Instagram, has 
accumulated over 5,000 followers 
and notes in her bio that she is 
always reading something either 
“horrid and strange.”

Antonella, an avid reader 
who started out posting books 
on her personal account, “sort 
of accidentally stumbled across 
a Bookstagram account shortly 
after that and thought, ‘Wait, I 
can do that?’ It grew from there 
and it’s been way more fun than 
I thought it would be when I first 
started out,” she said. 

Her followers take her 
recommendations seriously, 
similar to how a blurb from a 
favorite author will entice someone 
to grab a new book it’s on. Her 
minimalist and pose-heavy photos 
accumulate likes from those who 
add her recommendations to their 
to-read lists immediately. 

In a different f lavor of 
Bookstagram, Amy Long of @
taylorswift_as_books posts 
pictures of Taylor Swift next to 
books that match her current 
aesthetic. Her posts aren’t 
reviews per se, more pointing out 
similarities between book covers 
and Swift’s outf its. Still, when 

readers spot a favorite book (or 
look) of theirs, they can share 
the post, furthering its reach. “I 
wanted to use my account to put 
small-press titles in front of people 
who wouldn’t see them without 
Taylor Swift,” Long said.

Apart from having fun running 
these accounts, there are other 
perks for Antonella’s and Long’s 
free promotions. Both have 
received advance reader copies 
(ARCs) of books, which publicists 
like Leonard send in hopes of the 
reviewer promoting it. “When I 
agree to accept an ARC or agree 
to promote a book, it’s because it 
naturally aligns with my interests,” 
Antonella said. 

Similarly, Long has been in 
contact with several publishers. 
“Most of the time, it’s a small press 
asking me if I’d like to promote 
some of their books. Some of my 
best relationships have started that 
way,” she said.

Despite many issues with 
printing, shipping and distributing, 
authors are still able to find ways to 
connect with readers over multiple 
social media platforms. “Seeing 
people sharing and commenting 
on the book has been thrilling, 
and one of the most satisfying 
aspects of the journey,” Lipstein 
said. Even though book tours and 
launches have become virtual, 
people will still want books that 
they know will interest them. 
BookTokkers and Instagram 
inf luencers are able to grow a 
community with a simple photo 
of a book and a blurb about it. “I 
know that I myself choose a lot of 
what I read based on what I see on 
social media,” Lipstein said. If one 
starts browsing BookTok now, 
they might have a new favorite 
read in a week.

Literature in Review: Three Books That Are Hot Off the Presses
Sam Franzini
Staff Writer

Though revisiting the classics 
is always nice, I f ind reading 
contemporary books the most 
entertaining — especially the 
ones that deal with the here 
and now. Thanks to Dutton 
Books and Soft Skull Press, here 
are some previews of books 
that are bound to make a mark 
when they hit the shelves (or are 
about to!).

“Monarch” by Candice 
Wuehle (Soft Skull Press), 
published March 2

What do teen beauty 
queens, secret government 
organizations and ref lections 
on self and identity have to 
do with each other? All are 
examined in Candice Wuehle’s 
debut novel “Monarch,” which 
has a plot so insane you’d be 
remiss to look past it. 

Jessica Clink, a former teen 
beauty queen, wakes up one day 
to f ind herself embroiled in a 
governmental program known 
as MONARCH, an offshoot of 
a larger network called Project 
MKUltra. Though at f irst the 

book seems like a campy, silly 
ef fort, the meditations on self,  
spirituality and consciousness 
center it as a f iercely intelligent 
and sharp book. 

The idea for the book, 
Wuehle said, comes from an 
actual conspiracy that posits 
an organization is targeting 
beauty queens to be sleeper 
agents (“they possess many 
desirable traits for an agent: 
charm, beauty, athleticism, and, 
most importantly, tractability”). 
While f inishing her doctoral 
degree on memory and trauma, 
Wuehle put together themes of 
what she was thinking about 
consumer culture and how it’s 
basically social programming. 
“The plot about a teen girl 
who seeks revenge on her 
programmers sort of unfolded 
from there,” Wuehle said.

The f irst part of the book 
is Clink’s backstory, covering 
many aspects of her li fe: 
growing up in the pageant 
world; f inding a fateful friend 
and love interest in a fellow 
queen, Veronica; her mother 
Grethe who sells a sensory-
deprivation-like pod called the 
Gjentakelse Tvang to fellow 
suburban moms; her father 
Dr. Clink who is a professor 
of “Boredom Studies”; and 
eerie techniques involving the 
version of herself she learns 
for pageants. One involves 
distancing herself from her 
body and trying to superimpose 
a dif ferent face on top of her 
own. These practices have a 
huge effect on her body and 
self: “I’m anonymous as the 
black between celestial bodies,” 
Clink says. “It feels just f ine, to 
be the dullness of interstellar 
space.”

The next part is Clink ’s 
revenge — she enacts a plan to 
f ind whoever oversees project 
MONARCH and ask, “Why 
her?” She also needs to get 

to the root of her being and 
f ind out if the one true thing 
she remembers — Veronica — 
was also real or a part of the 
project. Combining folklore, 
psychology and philosophy, 
“Monarch” juggles a lot of 
topics, but it’s pulled together 
by instantly addictive writing. 
“I guess what I’m saying, in 
short, is that all the stuff I 
put together in MONARCH is 
inherently already “together” 
for me — the call is always 
coming from inside the house,” 
Wuehle said.

“A Novel Obsession” by 
Caitlin Barasch (Dutton 
Books), published March 15

Caitlin Barasch’s debut novel 
deals with a lot more than 
just obsession. We navigate 
through rocky relationships 
and a troubled past to f ind 
Naomi Ackerman, a bookseller 
and aspiring author, struggling 
to f ind a topic for her novel. 
She f inds inspiration in 
Rosemary, her boyfriend Caleb’s 
ex-girlfriend. And then — as one 
does — Naomi begins to stalk 
her.

It begins with simple scenes: 
Naomi watching Rosemary leave 

her off ice or a forced meeting 
in the coffee shop. But deeper, 
we see Naomi’s desperation to 
f ind someone else — or to not 
be herself. “I resist the urge to 
touch her,” she says when next 
to Rosemary on the train. “To 
see if she dissolves.”

Naomi digs deeper into 
Rosemary’s life, with Caleb 
unaware of their secret 
endeavors. Naomi poses as 
a stranger and strikes up a 
friendship with Rosemary — 
while false in its pretenses, the 
two ultimately get along. She 
creates a fake Instagram account 
to see what Rosemary is up to, 
pores over her Twitter account 
to reveal her schedule and joins 
the same climbing gym that 
Rosemary does. “The Insta-
stalking plotline was admittedly 
very fun to write because I got 
to indulge in and convey how 
toxic, addictive and superf icial 
social media can be, and how 
it can (potentially) lead anyone 
down a very slippery slope,” 
Barasch said.

All the while, Naomi has 
f inally found her novel’s plot: 
the inverse of her real life. She 
details a crazy stalker ex trying 
to infringe upon the lives of 
a couple, and spending time 
with Rosemary gives Naomi all 
the inspiration she needs. Wary 
of Caleb’s annoyance at her 
obsession with his ex, Naomi 
treads carefully to live both 
lives separately but struggles. 
“I think both of her obsessions 
— writing and Rosemary — fuel 
each other, fanning the f ire of 
her insecurity about whether or 
not she is living an interesting 
life, whether or not she has 
anything meaningful or worthy 
to write about and contribute 
to the world,” Barasch said. “So 
she intends to lead the kind of 
life she would personally want 
to read about, self-sabotaging in 
the process.”

“The Novelist” by Jordan 
Castro (Soft Skull Press), out 
June 14

Everyone has had a day where 
the to-do list is long, and it’s 
the last thing one wants to be 
doing. Procrastinating on Twitter, 
incessant bathroom breaks or 
getting a beverage “to facilitate 
creativity” and really just cause 
more distraction are all rights of 
passage for those attempting to 
get through finals, an extra-long 
assignment or, in the case of Jordan 
Castro’s protagonist, writing a 
novel. 

The narrator moves through one 
morning in a choppy fashion; he is 
constantly distracted by Twitter or 
his girlfriend or dog or coffee when 
he really should be getting to work 
on his novel. Readers experience 
an autofiction walk-through of 
anxiety, boredom and a glimpse 
into a writer’s mind as he struggles 
to put pen to paper. “I became 
aware of the sensation of my brain 
operating on more than one level: 
I sensed that I was clicking things 
compulsively in a manner that was 
causing me low-level distress, but 
I couldn’t muster with sufficient 
force the will required to effect any 

behavioral change,” the narrator 
notes, citing a feeling we know all 
too well. 

Castro’s work, clearly, was a 
ref lection of his personal brain 
chemistry and internet tendencies. 
When he was working on his own 
book, he notes he’d “invariably get 
sucked into looking at a bunch 
of idiotic stuff online,” losing a 
significant amount of time. But the 
novel doesn’t just detail just one 
morning wasted in a book; there are 
thoughts about internet culture, an 
annoying friend Eric, philosophical 
ideas whilst on the toilet and 
even the insertion of Castro as a 
fictional figure within this realm. 
He’s somewhat of a controversial 
figure, a novelist that inspired such 
insufferable headlines like “We 
Read Jordan Castro’s Body Novel, 
So You Don’t Have To” and “Jordan 
Castro’s Fitness Privilege.” At first, 
the real Castro said, his presence 
in the book acted as a “stand-in for 
various ‘problematic’ figures who 
I saw getting unfairly maligned in 
the media,” but over time it became 
more of an illusion. “Other people 
can decide for themselves what it 
means … I work very intuitively, 
and, though I have some ideas about 
it now, my explanations always 
come afterwards,” Castro said.

Castro elaborates on the idea of a 
novel, saying that they “aren’t meant 
to depict heaven: they’re a place 
where heaven — or more often hell 
— is worked out.” So what if a figure 
is controversial or if the book 
doesn’t detail a happy relationship 
or situation — it’s not meant to be 
real. And “The Novelist,” though 
pulling from real experiences, 
is part journal and part novel. 
Thoughts and ideas swirl around 
the main character at every turn, 
and though he doesn’t get much 
done, it’s an interesting peek 
into one specific life. “Beautiful 
sentences, unexpected textures, 
moments of hilarity or insight, 
grace, etc … This is the good 
stuff,” Castro said.

Courtesy of Dutton Books

Courtesy of Soft Skull Press

Courtesy of Soft Skull Press
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The Signs as Long-Forgotten New 
Year's Resolutions

Turn Down Your Speakers, 
It’s Time To Start Listening for the Snowy Plovers

Lola Watts
Staff Writer

Isla Vista locals, have you 
ever heard of the snowy 
plover? 

If the answer is no, rest 
assured that you are not 
alone in the matter. It was not 
until a strange, warm spell 
in February that I stumbled 
across this species of bird, 
whose home just happens 
to be at the Coal Oil Point 
Reserve at Sands Beach, 
right below our beaks (no 
pun intended).

I wish that I could say it 
was intentional, but I truly 
had no idea where I was 
going that day. 

Despite nearing the end of 
my second year living in the 
Isla Vista area, my knowledge 
of the town is limited. To 
my shame, I spend much 
of my weekend leisure time 
indulging in the infamous UC 
Santa Barbara party scene 
rather than spending any 
substantial time exploring 
the nooks and crannies 
of the Santa Barbara area. 
Sure, in my mental map I 
have a handful of frequented 
restaurants that I spend a 
little too much money at, 
the charming yet slightly 
overpriced food at the Isla 
Vista Co-op and, of course, 
the bustling parties on Del 
Playa Drive. Aside from these 

staples, however, I have left 
the Isla Vista and Goleta area 
widely uncharted.

That February afternoon, 
I had been following a local 
trail and just happened to 
stumble upon Sands Beach, 
where I noticed tiny streaks 
of white f luff darting around 
piles of seaweed on the sand.

To paint the picture, snowy 
plovers are fast, white, about 
6 inches tall and are able 
to f it into the palm of your 
hand. I found myself losing 
all sensibility that day, as I 
instantly wanted to scoop 
the wild creatures up in my 
hands — truly, that is how 
adorable they are. Walking 
back home from the beach, I 
embarrassedly took note of a 
sign at the beach’s entrance 
telling visitors to please 
stay away from the snowy 
plovers, for they are a species 
of threatened bird due to 
rapid habitat loss.

I soon went home and fell 
asleep. All night, the snowy 
plovers haunted my dreams. 
I would jolt awake in a cold 
sweat, imagining the chirps 
of the snowy plovers from 
the beach. 

Okay, I might be being a 
tad dramatic, but the fact 
that there was a near-
endangered species of bird 
on a beach so close to my 
home was something that 
had left me thinking. After 

doing some research, I found 
that there was much more to 
the snowy plovers than I had 
imagined. Sands Beach has 
made history as the largest 
winter aggregation of snowy 
plovers in all of America, and 
the work gone into saving 
these creatures has been 
extensive, including weekly 
to daily check-ins on the 
newly hatched chicks. It felt 
as if an entire world, that was 

once obscured, had shown 
itself to me.

As I rolled around in bed, 
restless, I continued to ask 
myself, “How have I never 
heard of the snowy plover 
before?” followed by, “How 
have I never stepped foot 
on Sands Beach, where their 
habitat lies?”

As raucous music came 

bumping through my walls 
that night, I realized that the 
answer to these questions is 
the same as the answer to 
the question of how anybody 
can listen to the same 2010’s 
throwback songs every 
weekend without tire. 

The answer lies close to 
home, right on Del Playa 
Drive — UCSB’s party culture. 

Once ranked as the No. 2 
party school in the U.S., the 
dominating characterization 
of UCSB as a “party school” 
clearly holds great agency. 
When Saturday night 
blooms, one of the f irst 
thoughts to enter my mind 
revolves around what parties 
are going on that night. 
When Saturday night slowly 
rolls into the dawn of Sunday 
morning, the next thought to 
enter my mind is, “Can the 
neighbors keep it down?” 

Put simply, the untz untz 
untz of blasting EDM is 
drowning out the sweet 
chirps of our beloved snowy 
plovers, so much so that I had 
no idea that they existed, let 
alone needed the awareness 
of UCSB students such as 
myself.

Now, I am not calling 
myself UCSB’s leading 
snowy plover activist, but 
after seeing them darting 
around Sands Beach, 
they cer tainly hold a 
special place in my heart. 

Perhaps it was the fact 
that I was having my 
low-grade Jane-Goodall-
w i l d l i f e - e x p l o r a t i o n 
moment, but the fact that 
I had stumbled upon this 
blooming community of 
snowy plovers felt … like 
a sign. Call it fate, but 
the moment I interlocked 
my gaze with the snowy 
plover straight ahead of 
me, I vowed to put away 
my party shoes and spend 
more time exploring the 
things that matter. 

Rather than go out this 
weekend, stroll down the 
trail behind your house or 
drive around aimlessly, and 
see what you fall upon. My 
meeting with the snowy 
plovers opened my eyes 
to a recovering ecological 
world hidden behind nasty 
hangovers and a crowded 
Del Playa Drive. Although 
it might be dif f icult to 
see a world outside of the 
Black Eyed Peas, I assure 
you, there is one. It looks 
l ike the snowy plover 
making a comeback right 
on our home beaches. And 
it looks beautiful. 

Lola Watts wants readers to 
leave the party that they may 
or may not be at right now to 
appreciate the snowy plover, 
but from a distance. (They 
are a threatened species in 
recovery, after all!)

Samantha Lopez
Staff Writer

A few months into 2022 
and New Year’s Eve parties 
have died down and the 
confetti has settled. The 
phrase “Happy New Year” is 
no longer socially acceptable 
to say to one another as 
it has been three months 
since the start of the year. 
The resolutions have already 
been made (or not made) and 
some have already “failed.” 
Yet, others have prevailed. 
Maybe they haven’t been 
perfect in exacting their 
resolutions, but they are 
persisting. They have made 
great progress and are on 
track to accomplishing their 
goals. How do they do it?

Many of the people who 
“failed” already are usually 
those who set lofty goals 
for themselves that are 
usually too rigid or grand. 
Others are too vague, such 
as “lose weight” or “save 
more money.” Instead, you 
should set specif ic goals and 
implement habits, which 
build over time to get you to 
your goal. 

But, how likely are you to 

accomplish these goals? 
According to U.S. News 

& World Report, 80% of 
New Year’s resolutions fail 
within the second week of 
February. This number may 
be discouraging, but with the 
right strategies and discipline, 
you can beat the odds.

You see motivational 
messages touted everywhere 
from Instagram to the 
magnets on your mom’s 
fridge. You hear it from 
people, too, about how they 
never feel motivated to work 
out, read or what have you. “If 
only I had more motivation,” 
they say. Well I’m here to tell 
you that it’s not motivation 
you need — it’s self-discipline. 

What’s the difference 
between motivation and self-
discipline? You can think of 
motivation as the kindling 
needed to start the f ire and 
discipline as the wood the f ire 
uses to stay ablaze. You need 
motivation to get started, but 
you need discipline to keep 
going. Discipline is doing 
something even if you “don’t 
feel like it.” Habits take time 
to form, and they need to 
be practiced regularly to 
stick. By practicing discipline 

in your daily life, whether 
it be as simple as making 
yourself f loss every night, it 
is a muscle that strengthens 
the more you use it.

In James Clear’s book, 
“Atomic Habits: An Easy & 
Proven Way to Build Good 
Habits & Break Bad Ones,” 
he writes, “Habits are the 
compound interest of self-
improvement. The same 
way that money multiplies 
through compound interest, 
the effects of your habits 
multiply as you repeat them.” 
With habits, you need to 
practice them frequently and 
consistently in order to see 
results. If one of your goals 
is to work out more, you 
need to be specif ic in terms 
of what you mean and when 
you want to implement said 
actions. 

For example, you can say 
that you are going to work 
out every week, at least three 
times, for at least 30 minutes. 
Something that people will 
say is “I am trying to work 
out more.” From the wise 
words of Yoda in “Star Wars: 
Episode V - The Empire 
Strikes Back,” “Do or do 
not, there is no try.” Don’t 

let yourself off the hook so 
easily, either do the thing you 
said you would or don’t.

My New Year’s resolutions 
are in alignment with the 
most common New Year’s 
resolutions others tend to 
have, but more specif ic. I am 
going to run a mile for every 
day of the year. This does 
not mean I will run a mile 
every day, but that my total 
mileage for the year will be 
365. I am breaking it up into 
months, so for January, I ran 
31 miles, for February, I ran 
28 miles and so on. I am 
on track with accomplishing 
this goal. 

Another resolution I have 
is cooking new recipes. 
I disliked cooking at the 
beginning of the year, but 
now I cook almost every 
day. I’m a novice and 
these recipes are not very 
complex, but I try new ones 
to push my techniques and 
my tastebuds. 

Lastly, I resolved to read 
at least 10 books this year. 
It may not seem like much, 
but I want to make these 
goals within my reach. I 
read f ive books last year, 
so I will have doubled the 

number of books read from 
the previous year. These 
resolutions are being done 
on a regular basis, and 
that is how they become 
habits. Once they become 
habits, they are performed 
like a routine and are 
accomplished with more 
ease.

If you are someone who 
was accomplishing their 
resolutions at the beginning 
of the year but is now 
struggling or has given up, 
I want to say that it is 
not too late. The year has 
just begun, and there is 
still plenty of timeframe to 
restart your goals. Habits 
don’t have a specif ic time to 
build up, even if there are 
those who will say it takes 
21 days, 30 days or 90 days 
for a habit to form. This 
gives the illusion that once 
those preset days are up, it 
is time to stop implementing 
the habits. The best habits 
are those that are formed 
over a lifetime, and those 
are the ones that make all 
the difference.

Samantha Lopez is still 
going strong on her New Year’s 
resolutions.

New Year, New Habits … Or Not.
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