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DAILY
University Holds 

Housing Town Hall; 
Announces Intent 
To Extend Hotel 

Contracts 

The town hall was held to respond to student concerns about the 
housing crisis, and during the event, administration announced 
their intent to extend hotel housing contracts for students into 
winter quarter.
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UCSB Faces Community Backlash 
for Munger Hall Design

Strike Averted as UC Lecturers 
Reach Historic Deal, Securing Job 

Security and Better Pay
Mark Alfred
Staff Writer

After a nearly three-year-long 
struggle, the University Council-
American Federation of Teachers 
reached a tentative agreement with 
the University of California to secure 
a new contract and avert a massive 
two-day strike.

In lieu of a strike, the University 
Council-American Federation of 
Teachers (UC-AFT) held rallies of 
celebration across UC campuses. 
At UC Santa Barbara, lecturers and 
supporters gathered under Storke 
Tower on Nov. 17 to revel in their 
success and express their relief in 
having a new contract.

“When we fight, we win,” history 
lecturer Branden Adams said at the 
rally.

The new contract, announced early 
on Wednesday, includes significant 
improvements to job security, salaries, 
paid family leave policy and better 
workload standards, according to 
the union. Consistent performance 
reviews and a nearly 30% raise over 
five years are the two cornerstones of 
the updated contract.

“I’m really glad that my 
administration finally, after more than 
two and a half years, saw the light that 
this is not a corporation where the 
bottom line matters most but realizes 
that our core mission is educating 
students and our lectures are a really 
key part of our whole enterprise here,” 
history professor Harold Marcuse 
said.

The contract raises lecturer 
compensation by nearly 30% over five 
years and provides a $1,500 signing 
bonus. Lecturers teaching classes 

with over 200 students enrolled or 
that have heavy writing components 
will receive additional compensation.

New job security protections will 
provide lecturers with multi-year 
appointments and performance 
reviews at the end of two and three 
years of teaching.

“There’s now a series of reviews 
in place and a chance to really end 
churn [lecturer turnover], which is a 
hugely destructive process on people’s 
lives and on students’ lives too,” 
writing lecturer and union member 
Christopher Dean said.

The union also secured a fully paid 
family leave policy of four weeks for all 
lecturers, which is less than the eight 
weeks the union originally asked for. 

“I think having the chance to be 
close to your child in your child’s 
initial stages, we know it’s just super 
important. So I’m really glad to see 
that,” political science lecturer Chase 
Hobbs-Morgan said.

The union held a vote to authorize 
a strike last week, which passed 
with an overwhelming 91% of union 
members voting to strike.

“I woke up this morning early, 
ready to come participate in the strike 
that many people here put a lot of 
work into organizing and was getting 
ready, hadn’t checked my phone or 
anything, and my partner yelled from 
the other room that the strike was 
off,” Hobbs-Morgan said.

In an internal fact sheet obtained 
by the Nexus, the union described 
the two unfair labor practices that it 
had filed against the UC over which 
it planned to strike. 

The first charge took issue with 
an update to the parental leave 
policy, requiring lecturers to work a 

minimum of 1,250 hours total in order 
to qualify for paid parental leave at 
70% of their salary. 

UC-AFT President Mia McIver 
described the hardship this policy 
imposed on lecturers, most of 
whom work part time, as a “drastic 
loss of essential income,” given the 
median UC lecturer salary of $19,067, 
according to the union’s filings with 
the California Public Employment 
Relations Board (PERB).

McIver said that the university 
refused to negotiate the updated 
parental leave policy, which she 
claimed violated the Higher Education 
Employer-Employee Relations Act. 

The second charge alleged that the 
university violated fair labor practices 
when it offered a “tax-it-or-leave-it” 
$500 signing bonus to all lecturers 
that expired before the union could 
hold bargaining negotiations with the 
university over the offer. The offer 
came in on Oct. 11, 36 hours before 
the union held statewide information 
pickets about the union’s struggle to 
renegotiate their contract with the 
university with an expiration date of 
Oct. 15 at 5 p.m. 

McIver responded to the offer in 
an email to Associate Director of 
Labor Relations at the Office of the 
President Nadine Fishel.

“We [the union] look forward to a 
discussion of the proposal,” McIver 
said in the email, requesting to set up 
a bargaining session to discuss the 
proposal.

A response email from Fishel 
indicated the university’s unwillingness 
to meet for negotiations prior to the 
signing bonus’ expiration time.

“My cover letter was very clear. 
We need an answer to our package 

proposal by close of business today,” 
Fishel said in the email.

Throughout the day, McIver 
requested to schedule a bargaining 
session, but the university refused 
to meet, insisting on the Oct. 15 
deadline, according to emails from 
McIver acquired by the Nexus.

“UC-AFT considers your refusal 
to schedule a bargaining session to 
be a refusal to bargain altogether. We 
also are not required to respond to 
a take-it-or-leave-it proposal without 
any opportunity to ask questions 
or make a binding on the record 
counterproposal,” McIver said. “We 
insist that you respect our bargaining 
rights … If you do not, we will pursue 
all options to defend our bargaining 
rights.”

The union then filed charges of 
unfair labor practices with PERB and 
threatened to strike. Since then, the 
union has held bargaining sessions 
over various contract proposals as 
the threat of a strike loomed over the 
university. 

These negotiations continued 
through Tuesday night, the day 
before the strike was to occur, with 
university and union representatives 
meeting for hours in an attempt to 
reconcile their differences and find a 
solution that wouldn’t involve having 
to strike.

The university and UC-AFT 
also held marathon bargaining 
negotiations through Nov. 16, finally 
reaching an agreement Nov. 17 at 
4 a.m., just hours before statewide 
walkouts were set to begin.

The new contract will take effect 
June 2022 and still faces a ratification 
vote from union members within the 
next two weeks.

Mark Alfred
Staff Writer
Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara held a public 
town hall meeting in Corwin 
Pavilion to discuss the ongoing 
housing crisis affecting the 
university and the greater Santa 
Barbara County on Nov. 16 from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. The town hall was 
held to respond to student concerns 
about the housing crisis, and 
during the event, administration 
announced their intent to extend 
hotel housing contracts for students 
into winter quarter.

The event, coordinated by the Isla 
Vista Tenants Union in conjunction 
with the Associated Students Office 
of the President (ASOP), opened 
with an address from Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang, who thanked 
students for their flexibility amidst 
the university’s return to in-person 
instruction. 

“It was your perseverance, your 
hard work, your determination and 
commitment that made our return 
to campus possible,” Yang said. “We 
know that our process was not 
perfect and that this was a difficult 
transition for some of our students.”

When asked after the event if he 
could answer some questions by 
the Nexus, Yang responded, “I’m 
driving to San Francisco, for the 
Regents.” 

Mario Muñoz, panelist and 
associate director of University 
& Community Housing Services 
and Resident Placement & 
Assignment Services, shared 
statistics showcasing the lack of 
students currently studying abroad, 
expressing the belief that a potential 
increase in these numbers could ease 
the housing crisis. As the number 
of exchange students increases, 
more opportunities for students on 
campus will open, Muñoz said. 

“I understand that they have a 
target for next year, 800 students 
being able to take advantage of 
participating in these kinds of 
programs,” Muñoz said. “So I think 
that will definitely impact the total 
number of students that are here in 
person. That’s going to make a big 
difference next year.” 

When asked about the lack of 
communication to UCSB students, 
Willie Brown, the associate vice 
chancellor for Housing, Dining 
& Auxiliary Enterprises, said that 
though the university has good 
intentions, the execution of the 
transition into in-person learning 
had its issues. 

“We could do better, and we’re 
still not learning from the same 
concerns from faculty and staff … 
we need to get better at doing that 
as an institution,” Brown said.  He 
ended his statement by reiterating, 
“I think our hearts are in the right 
place but our brains aren’t in the 

right ones.”
Those presenting advertised 

programs available to students 
needing assistance like CalFresh 
and UCSB’s on campus food bank, 
both of which aim to provide food 
security for all students on campus. 
They also mentioned a grant that 
students can apply for that would 
provide them with an internet 
hotspot. 

During the meeting, the 
administration also announced 
their decision to extend university 
housing contracts to students living 
in hotels through Winter Quarter 
2022.

At the beginning of the school 
year, UCSB offered hotel housing at 
a subsidized rate to over 300 students 
as a “temporary, emergency” 
solution in response to the 
unprecedented housing shortage. 
The contracts were originally set 
to expire on Dec. 15, leaving most 
students in hotel housing with no 
secure housing plans for the rest of 
the school year.

Muñoz confirmed the university’s 
decision to extend hotel contracts in 
response to a student’s question. 

“I would say if you’re currently 
in a hotel and you continue to 
maintain eligibility … then you will 
be either offered campus housing or 
the option to stay in a hotel,” Muñoz 
stated.

Students have received little 
communication up to this point 
as to what the university plans to 
do in order to house them beyond 
weekly newsletters sent to residents, 
according to several students living 
in hotel housing.

“There are only 38 days until the 
end of your ‘Temporary Student 
Hotel Room Space’ agreement. It is 
crush time!!! If you have yet to find 
the housing you desire, it’s time to 
begin reassessing your options. You 
may need to consider plan B or plan 
C,” said the most recent newsletter 
obtained by the Nexus.

Muñoz said that of the 280 
students currently residing in hotels, 
169 have requested to be placed in 
campus housing. About 50 students 
said they will not need university 
housing for winter quarter and 
another 50 have yet to respond to 
the university with their intent.

“At this point, we are looking 
to prioritize moving the students 
who are in hotels into campus 
housing,” Muñoz said. “Our intent 
is that anyone who is currently in a 
hotel will receive an offer of either 
campus housing or an extended 
hotel contract into the winter 
quarter.”

The housing accommodations 
for students partly hinge on the 
university finalizing negotiations 
with local participating hotels, 
which should reach a resolution by 
Dec. 20, according to Muñoz. 

“We’ve gotten preliminary verbal 

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

Following the leaked resignation 
of Munger Hall Architectural 
Consultant Dennis McFadden and 
subsequent national press coverage, 
the UC Santa Barbara community 
continues to voice opposition to the 
dorm design that gained notoriety 
for its lack of windows. 

The current design includes eight 
houses per floor, eight suites per 
house, eight private bedrooms per 
suite, nine floors of houses and nearly 
no windows. The 11-story building 
also has a market. 

Billionaire Charles Munger — 
designer and donor for the project 
and vice chairman of Berkshire 
Hathaway — and the university 
received criticism from local 
architects and UCSB students 
and faculty due to both a lack of 
consultation for the design and the 
design of Munger Hall itself. 

Tommy Young, a fourth-
year economics and geography 
double major, started a petition to 
demonstrate student and community 
opposition to the Munger Hall 
design. As of Nov. 16, the petition 
amassed over 12,000 signatures. 

“The proposed building is an 
architectural nightmare, entirely out 
of touch with Isla Vista and the needs 
of students, and the administration is 
moving forwards with the project, 
ignoring all criticism,” Young wrote 
in the petition description. 

The petition has received 
signatures from undergraduate 
students, graduate students, alumni 
and family members of current and 
potential future students, according 
to Young. 

In addition, the UCSB 
Architectural Historians Group 

started its own petition, which has 
amassed a little over 3,000 signatures 
as of Nov. 16. The petition also 
received several signatures from 
UCSB faculty members. 

“This project, in sum, does a grave 
disservice to our students, their 
families, and the myriad stakeholders, 
from educators and staff to donors 
and alumni, who believe in and 
work for the University’s core 
values,” the petition read. “We, the 
undersigned, therefore affirm our 
strong opposition to the project for 
Munger Hall in anything like its 
current configuration.”

“We reject the administration’s 
efforts to force this monstrous 
project into construction without 
the customary community debate 
and input,” the petition continued. 
“And we invite the administration to 
return to previous norms of debate 
and collaborative consultation 
in exploring how UCSB can best 
fulfill its serious responsibilities with 
respect to the current housing crisis.” 

Richard Wittman, history of art 
and architecture professor and a 
member of the UCSB Architectural 
Historians Group, said the building’s 
lack of windows and density 
motivated him to speak against the 
design of the building. 

Wittman believes that the only 
reason the building design has been 
accepted is because of the billionaire 
behind it. 

“Nobody but a billionaire could 
propose this and ask the university 
to invest that much money in it and 
not be laughed out of the room,” 
Wittman said. 

Wittman also took issue with how 
news outlets and the general public 
compare UCSB’s Munger Hall with 
the University of Michigan’s Munger 
Graduate Residences, which was 

also funded and designed by Munger 
himself. 

“[The University of Michigan 
Munger-funded building] has more 
or less one bathroom for every bed. 
This one is one bathroom every 
four beds. Also, this building is for 
undergraduates. That building is for 
graduate students — people who are 

older, who have more experience 
in life, who are not perhaps as 
vulnerable. They’re not straight out 
of high school,” Wittman said. “And 
that building is something like one 
quarter the size of this one, so it’s not 
really a comparison at all.”

“Munger’s building for UCSB is 
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R&B Singer Kyle Dion To 
Perform in The Hub 

The Associated Students 
Program Board is back with 
another Gauchos-exclusive 
concert, with Florida-raised 
R&B singer Kyle Dion set to 
perform at the f irst Hub show 
of the year on Nov. 19 at 8:30 

p.m. Known for “Hold on to 
Me,” a soulful track released in 
2016, and “Brown,” a smooth 
and funky release featured on 
his 2019 project “SUGA,” Dion 
will hit the stage and bring his 
glossy, romantic sound to UC 
Santa Barbara. Access Cards 
and a green COVID-19 badge 
are required to gain entry to 
the venue. 

UCSB MCC To Host 
Closing Reception for 
“Collection of Resistance” 
Student Exhibition

The UCSB MultiCultural 

Center (MCC) will hold a 
closing reception on Thursday, 
Nov. 18, at 6 p.m. for UCSB 
student artists to showcase their 
work as a part of the MCC’s 
“Collection of Resistance” 
exhibition. The art exhibit, 
which will be displayed in the 
MCC Lounge until Dec. 10, 
was created “to bridge the gap 
between the adversities caused 
by COVID-19” and seeks to 
highlight artwork that amplif ies 
the voices and perspectives of 
UCSB’s QTBIPOC community, 
according to the MCC website. 
The closing reception is open 

to the public, and attendees 
will be able to meet with the 
artists and discuss their work. 
Refreshments will be provided 
at the event. 

IVCSD Hosts 
Transportation Town Hall

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD) held 
a Transportation Town Hall on 
Nov. 17 from 6-7 p.m. According 
to a press release from IVCSD, 
the goal of the meeting was to 
inform the community about 
the Mobility Plan, including 
its timeline and its importance 

to the I.V. community. At the 
town hall, IVCSD listened to 
residents about “transportation 
and mobility experiences, 
needs, and suggestions.” 
IVCSD received $182,158 from 
the California Air Resources 
Board “to develop an equity-
based, Community Mobility 
Plan for Isla Vista,” with the 
goal of creating “an equitable 
Isla Vista where residents of all 
ages and abilities are able to 
move through, to, and from the 
community safely, eff iciently, 
and enjoyably,” according to 
a press release from IVCSD. 
Moving forward, IVCSD aims 
to receive community input 
and design the new Mobility 
Plan to meet the needs of the 
community. 

UCSB Theater and Dance 
Depar tment Presents 
“Seagull”

UCSB’s Department of 
Theater and Dance is putting on 
“Seagull” — a comedic tragedy 
set in the Russian country 
estate in 1896, where “an 
eccentric theatrical family and 
those who love them compete 
for the center of attention,” 
according to the department’s 
website. Freelance director Risa 
Brainin is bringing the show to 
UCSB’s Hatlen Theater from 
Nov. 18-22.

UCSB Department of 
Recreation Presents 44th 
Turkey Trot 

UCSB’s Department of 
Recreation is hosting its 44th 
annual Turkey Trot, where 
walkers, joggers and runners 
can participate in a 5k or 10k 
and will see “breathtaking views 
of the ocean, campus lagoon, 
and Isla Vista,” according to 
Shoreline. The event of fers 
three divisions: men’s, women’s 
and open divisions. The event is 
open to all UCSB students, staff, 
faculty, alumni and community 
members. Participants can 
register online and must pay to 
participate.
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“Sorry my essay is going to be late, I had to 
take a mental health break after listening to 

‘Red (Taylor’s Version).’”

UCSB Closes Linda Vista COVID-
19 Testing Location; Plans To 

Implement New Testing System
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

UC Santa Barbara shut down 
the Linda Vista Room COVID-
19 testing center — one of two 
COVID-19 testing centers the 
university created during the 
2020-21 academic year — during 
Week 7 of fall quarter. 

The only testing site now 
available to students is the 
Loma Pelona Center. There are 
currently no plans to introduce 
a new testing site, according 
to UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada.

However, the university plans 
to employ a new testing system 
in which UCSB community 
members can grab a testing 
kit at various locations around 
campus and — after providing a 
saliva sample — drop the kit off at 
the Loma Pelona testing center, 
Estrada said in a statement to 
the Nexus.

“We have been testing a new 

COVID-19 testing system by 
which students, staff and faculty 
can obtain a zip lock baggie 
containing a funnel, a tube 
and instructions at multiple 
locations around campus so 
they can prepare their saliva 
sample anywhere they choose 
and then shortly thereafter drop 
it off at Loma Pelona to be sent 
off for testing,” the statement 
continued.

“This is similar to systems 
in place at a couple other 
UC campuses and reduces 
the amount of space that the 
campus must devote to testing 
clinics.” 

According to Estrada, the 
university determined that 
it could “provide plenty of 
testing capacity with increased 
eff iciency for the campus 
community by using only the 
facility at Loma Pelona.” 

Estrada added that Loma 
Pelona is the more centrally 
located testing center and 

always processed more tests 
than the Linda Vista location, 
and the Linda Vista location 
will now be used to meet other 
student needs.

Estrada also cited the 
university’s high vaccination 
rates, compliance with indoor 
masking, early detection and 
prevention testing program and 
low numbers of positive tests as 
reasons for why the university 
could shut down one of its two 
testing centers. 

“Even if the situation were to 
deteriorate signif icantly, Loma 
Pelona will serve the campus’ 
needs very well. However, in an 
absolute worst-case scenario and 
[if ] the situation deteriorated so 
dramatically that another site 
was necessary, we could easily 
set it up,” Estrada said. 

The Loma Pelona testing 
center is still in operation 
Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and from 
1:05 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

The only testing site now available to students is the Loma Pelona Center.
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UCSB Sorority 
Chapters Receive Social 
Probation for Hazing; 
Fraternities Still Being 

Investigated

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Holly Rusch
University News Editor

In September 2021, the UC 
Santa Barbara chapters of Pi Beta 
Phi, Kappa Alpha Theta, Alpha 
Phi and Alpha Chi Omega were 
all placed on interim investigatory 
suspension as a result of hazing 
allegations. 

Now, three of the four sororities 
— Pi Beta Phi, Kappa Alpha 
Theta and Alpha Chi Omega 
— have accepted responsibility 
for the charges against them 
and will remain on social 
probation for the remainder of 
fall quarter, according to UCSB 
spokesperson Andrea Estrada. 
The investigation into Alpha Phi 
is ongoing. 

“All three chapters accepted 
responsibility for hazing-

related activities,” Estrada 
wrote in a statement to the 
Nexus. “Additionally, each was 
assigned various educational and 
administrative sanctions related 
to the details of their cases.”

Estrada added that the 
university does not tolerate 
hazing. 

“Hazing is never acceptable, 
regardless of severity, and has 
no place at UC Santa Barbara,” 
Estrada said. 

Two fraternities, Sigma 
Chi and Zeta Beta Tau, were 
placed on interim investigatory 
suspension on Oct. 8 and Nov. 
10, respectively, and currently 
remain on interim investigatory 
suspension. 

The university’s investigations 
into Sigma Chi and Zeta Beta 
Tau are ongoing, although the 
charges against them have not 
been specif ied. 

Three of the four sororities have accepted responsibility for the 
charges against them and will remain on social probation for the 
remainder of fall quarter.

PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 

Weekly Goings-on in Isla Vista
DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, November 18, 2021Daily Nexus 3News

Ortega Is Dead, Long Live 
Ortega: Dining Commons 

Reborn as Takeout Hub, Catering 
Service and Storage Closet

Yiu-On Li
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara students 
returned to campus this quarter 
to f ind that Ortega Dining 
Commons, formerly a dine-in 
location, would only offer takeout 
until further notice.

Student reactions have so 
far been mixed, with several 
growing pains complicating the 
switch from dine-in eating to 
takeout only.

The shift to takeout will be 
permanent until further notice, 
according to Robbie Wright, the 
associate director for residential 
dining at UCSB Campus Dining.

“Over the past year-and-a-
half, mobile ordering and food 
pickup has become much more 
mainstream,” Wright said. “And 
we felt, in dining, that was 
something that we wanted to 
address in a more significant 
way.”

“Everyone who has a meal 
plan can still go and dine in 
at the other dining commons,” 
he continued. “So [this change 
to Ortega] just provides more 
options.”

Only the entrance area of 
Ortega remains accessible to the 
public. Students place orders and 
select a pickup time through the 
Transact Mobile Ordering app, 
and they receive a notification 
once their order is ready. After 
showing their order status and 
green badge to a lobby checker 
stationed at the front door of 
Ortega, they may enter the 
facility and pick up their meal 
from food lockers.

The menu has changed, too, 
offering a far more limited 
selection. According to Wright, 
the modif ications serve to 
prioritize the portability and 
convenience of takeout over the 
variety and quantity typically 
associated with dine-in eateries.

“The idea was to narrow the 
menu to static, repeating menu 
items that were craveable and 
delicious and attractive with 
ample amount,” Wright said.

According to Wright, the 
choices are familiar but “unique” 
compared to other dining halls 
in order to incentivize students to 
try out the new Ortega.

Third-year mathematics and 
psychological and brain sciences 
double major Bill Nguyen ate at 
Ortega both before and after the 
switch.

“The food now is a bit better,” 
he said. “It sort of has to be 
because you’re getting less for 
what you’re paying for.”

Nguyen added that he would 
like to see a rice dish as a regular 
menu option.

Others, however, were less 
enthusiastic about the switch.

“It’s just not as good or as 
fresh,” said Alejandro Rojas 
Rodriguez, a third-year computer 

science major. “I always favored 
their menu, but now it’s kind of 
the same stuff. They don’t really 
switch it up as much.”

At the beginning of the 
quarter, students could pick 
up to three sides for takeout, 
according to Theodore Maxwell 
Worona, a fourth-year history 
major. However, a typical Ortega 
takeout meal now consists of an 
entrée, side, dessert item, fruit 
and drink. 

“We’re still making 
adjustments,” Wright said in 
response to the reduction in 
sides. “If we’re making a change, 
it might be because what we 
originally thought that we would 
be able to accomplish, we’re not 
able to keep up with.”

According to Wright, one 
caveat is the lack of material.

“During the pandemic, there’s 
all kinds of supply issues that are 
happening,” Wright said. “It’s not 
just isolated to the outside world 
— it happens here on campus as 
well.”

A second caveat comes from 
limited labor in Ortega after 
pandemic-era downsizing.

“There’s only so much labor 
to produce all that stuff,” Wright 
said. “So tough decisions have to 
be made.”

Another adjustment that 
Ortega has made while 
experimenting under the new 
system, he said, is occasionally 
adding entrée specials to the 
menu to increase variety. These 
items exist outside of the core 
offerings and rotate every week 
or two.

“They’ve been very popular,” 
Wright said. “And maybe some 
of those special items that we’re 
preparing, maybe they find their 
way onto the regular menu.”

Despite changes to the food 
and procedures at Ortega, the 
building itself — mural and kitchen 
equipment included — remains 
the same. It’s only the usage of 
the space that is different. Ortega 
has now become part storage 
closet, part takeout prep and part 
catering service.

“Campus catering is not 
something that is customer-
facing,” he said. “But there’s a 
whole other operation that’s 
going on inside there as well as 
the takeout.”

Inside the building, a bank of 
food lockers designed by Apex 
Order Pickup Solutions contains 
trays with recent orders. To 
the left are tables with napkins, 
compostable utensils and paper 
bags. Scanning an order’s QR 
code from the app on the right 
side will cause a locker to f lash 
green and unlock, prompting 
the student to grab their tray 
and transfer their food into a 
container.

Campus Dining’s original plan 
was to hand out food directly, but 
the lockers improved efficiency 

and were contactless, Wright 
said.

Second-year English major and 
Ortega dining employee Alex 
Cadoff had doubts regarding the 
locker system. She said that staff 
transfer orders from the lockers 
to racks behind the front desk 
after 15 minutes.

If a student arrives after that 
15-minute window, “they have to 
go up to the desk and tell them 
their order and their last three 
digits of the QR code,” according 
to Cadoff.

In her opinion, it would be 
faster if there were no lockers and 
everyone just went up to the desk 
for their orders.

According to Cadoff, other 
challenges include confusion 
around the ordering system, 
slowness in entering order 
numbers, poor organization and 
spotty Wi-Fi, the latter of which 
sometimes prevents the lockers 
from accepting QR codes. 

Cadoff said that things have 
been slowly improving.

“The Wi-Fi is more consistent,” 
Cadoff said. “We know how to 
input the numbers. And we also 
know exactly where to put the 
orders on the rack so we could 
just find things more easily.”

For some students, one painful 
point with ordering from Ortega 
has been long wait times.

“Sometimes it can get pretty 
ridiculous,” Worona said. “Maybe 
hours or so.”

Wright partly attributed the 
delays to inexperience with 
operating an entirely new takeout 
program and the equipment that 
came with it. High demand was 
another factor, he said.

“We were hoping to initially 
see about 800 to 1,000 meals a 
day come out of Ortega takeout, 
and right now, we’re doing about 
somewhere between 1,300 and 
1,400 a day,” Wright said.

“When we f irst started, if 
somebody was trying to place 
an order, particularly during a 
time from 12 to 1 [p.m.] for 
lunch — yeah, there were some 
waits on that,” Wright continued. 
“But it feels like we have been 
able to increase efficiency and 
our output.”

Despite the limited menu, 
occasionally long wait times 
and the absent social experience 
of dining, Nguyen, Rodriguez, 
Worona and Cadoff all preferred 
that Ortega stay as a takeout 
location, mainly due to its 
convenience.

“As far as Ortega takeout goes, 
it’s an exciting new program for 
us in residential dining,” Wright 
said. “We’re happy to see that it is 
being met with positive feedback 
and that people are enjoying 
the service, and we want to 
continue to do the best job we 
can to provide that option for our 
customers.”

Student reactions have so far been mixed, with several growing pains complicating the switch from 
dine-in eating to takeout only.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 

SASA Town Hall 
Discusses Timely Warning 
System, Frustration With 

Administration
Holly Rusch
University News Editor

UC Santa Barbara student 
organization Students Against 
Sexual Assault facilitated a town 
hall meeting between students and 
university panelists on Nov. 9 in the 
Student Resource Building. 

The panelists fielded questions 
from around 20 attendees 
surrounding the Clery Act timely 
warning system and general 
frustration about a lack of university 
action to prevent sexual assault. 

The panel was moderated by 
Marisela Márquez, the executive 
director of UCSB’s Associated 
Students, and hosted representatives 
from university administration, the 
UCSB Title IX Office, the Campus 
Advocacy Resources and Education 
Office, the Clery Act coordinator 
and the UC Police Department 
(UCPD). 

Students Against Sexual Assault 
(SASA) co-chairs fourth-year 
biology major Manju Cheenath and 
second-year cell and developmental 
biology major Leila Loose, 
alongside fourth-year political 
science major and SASA nonprofit 
President Philippa Villalobos, gave a 
report on SASA’s recent work. 

Villalobos informed attendees 
that SASA’s nonprofit board is 
continuing work on California 
Assembly Bill 524, also known as 
the Greek Accountability, Change, 
Transparency (A.C.T.) bill. The bill, 
which was originally introduced into 
the legislature over a year ago, will 
be returning for the upcoming cycle 
with the goal of holding fraternities 
and sororities accountable for sexual 
assault allegations. 

If passed, the bill would require 
higher education fraternities and 
sororities to compile annual and 
“easily accessible” reports – made 
up of law enforcement and office 
of student life reports – to inform 
the campus community about 
fraternity and sorority misconduct. 

The bill would also require 
fraternities and sororities to report 
information on membership, 
average GPA of the chapter, 
volunteer hours and the chapter’s 
standing with its university. 

SASA is also looking to create 
an anonymous survey for students 
to report allegations of misconduct 
or sexual assault against members 
of Greek life and include the results 
in the annual Greek A.C.T reports, 
Villalobos added. The results of the 
survey would be differentiated from 
official allegations of misconduct. 

Loose then shared SASA’s 
statement on UCSB’s timely 
warning emails. As mandated by 
the Clery Act, all universities must 
work with local police departments 
to report a variety of crimes — 
including sexual assaults — that 
occur on campus, campus-affiliated 
or campus-adjacent property in the 
form of “timely warning” emails. 

According to Loose, students 
have been reaching out to SASA 
with a variety of issues around the 
nature of the emails, including their 
graphic, triggering language, the 
lack of trigger warnings and the 
lack of specific locations of the 
sexual assaults. 

“Please note this message contains 
information that somebody finds 
upsetting,” she said. “Why did [the] 
email sent to UCSB students not 
give survivors this chance to click 
away?”

“We think it would be best if the 
emails include a trigger warning in 
the subject line and refrain from 
reiterating unnecessarily specific 
details of the assault encounter, 
in order to ensure survivors on 
campus are not negatively impacted 
by receiving these messages,” Loose 
said. 

“We’ve had a lot of students 
asking us if we knew where the 
events happened, as that should 
be the reason we are getting these 
emails — to protect ourselves,” she 
continued. 

On Oct. 4, UCSB issued two 
back-to-back timely warnings for 
instances of sexual assault: an Oct. 
2 sexual assault that took place in 
campus housing and a Sept. 28 rape 
that was “at the house of a UCSB-
recognized student organization,” 
according to the timely warning. 

On Oct. 12, UCSB issued a third 
timely warning for aggravated 
sexual assault that occured on Oct. 
9 at a “campus-affiliated property 
in Isla Vista.”

UCPD Lieutenant Dan Wilson 
later clarified that the recognized 
student organization from the Sept. 
28 assault was a part of Greek life, 
but none of the timely warnings 
provided specific locations of the 
assaults or trigger warnings.  

SASA requested that for future 
timely warnings — along with 
including trigger warnings in the 
headline and email body as well as 
fewer details of the assault — clearer 
locations be provided so “students 
can make more informed decisions 
about their activities.”

UCSB’s Clery Act Compliance 
Coordinator Jessica Fougere said 
that a variety of factors go into 
disclosing a crime’s location, 
including if the location would 
expose the identity of the survivor, 
if police or the university know the 
specific location of the crime or 
if a pattern of crime exists at the 
location. 

“Another thing we consider is the 
broader picture,” Fougere said. “We 
are always trying to be mindful of 
the fact that, unfortunately, these 
incidents can happen anywhere. 
What we never want to do is send a 
timely warning where we do name 
a location and then people think, if 
‘I just avoid one location, that will 
be okay.’”

UCPD representative Matt Bly 
said that he apologized on behalf 
of the department for the triggering 
nature of the timely warnings. 

“I’d like to start off by saying 
first and foremost I apologize on 
behalf of UCPD for any triggering 
emotions or negative emotions that 
these points have caused,” Bly said. 

“I take responsibility for that. 
UCPD takes responsibility for that. 
We’re sorry, we’re committed to 
improving and doing better than 
before and working with the 
community and listening to the 
community,” he continued. 

Panelists then responded to 
questions about repercussions for 
groups or individuals — specficially 
fraternities — that have allegations 
of sexual assault or misconduct 
against them. 

After allegations of sexual 
assault are reported, they go to 
the Title IX Office, according to 
Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs 
Margaret Klawunn. She noted 
that anonymous complaints make 
it more difficult for the university 
to impose penalties on offending 
groups or persons. 

“When there’s an anonymous 
complaint, it’s much harder to follow 
up. We don’t have an individual to 
follow up with, and many times we 
don’t have a name of a respondent 
to follow up with, and so that can 
make it hard to get to the point of 
being able to take specific action,” 
she said. 

Klawunn said that a “serious 
allegation” against a university 
organization could first warrant an 
interim investigatory suspension 

and then, depending on the 
charges, suspension or dismissal of 
the organization. 

During public comment, students 
voiced disappointment with the 
university’s process for prosecuting 
offenders and a lack of support for 
sexual assault survivors. 

“I am so appalled by the lack of 
honesty and transparency on this 
campus,” fourth-year anthropology 
major Sarah Hamidi said. “And 
I’m not just talking about sexual 
assault. I’m talking about the lack 
of transparency and honesty in 
housing and the lack of transparency 
of just anything that’s going on on 
this campus.” 

“I remember that first [SASA] 
panel in 2019,” Hamidi said. “We 
had a solution and that solution was 
the taskforce, and I said, ‘OK, maybe 
the taskforce will work.’ Here’s 
the problem: You invited the very 
same fraternities that are accused of 
committing sexual assault.” 

Hamidi — who referenced 2019 
allegations of sexual assault against 
members of the Sigma Pi fraternity 
which were discussed at a SASA 
town hall two years ago — said 
that the university should consider 
the abolition of UCSB’s Greek life 
organizations. 

Alana Ulloa, a third-year 
history major, echoed Hamidi’s 
sentiments of disillusionment and 
disappointment. 

“I am very active in the sexual 
assault community because I am 
a survivor. I’m a multiple-time 
survivor. And being here at UCSB 
has changed my life for the worse,” 
she said. 

“This happens every single year, 
every single year in the beginning 
of the year in October, there are 
multiple back-to-back sexual 
assaults, and we know where 
they’re coming from. We know 
where they’re coming from,” Ulloa 
continued, referencing her belief 
that the “off-campus properties” 
reported in the timely warnings 
were fraternity properties. 

“I know you’ve all worked here for 
many years,” she told the panelists. 
“I’m pretty sure you’re just doing the 
same thing. Every single quarter, 
you’re saying the same words out 
of your ass, every single quarter. I 
understand that there’s so much 
bureaucracy and politics to go into 
this, but these are our lives.”

After public comment, SASA 
members discussed their actionable 
demands for the university, 
which included including content 
warnings for all timely warnings, 
ensuring Clery Act coordinators 
work with the Campus Advocacy, 
Resources & Education office to 
make sure the warnings will not 
be triggering and making reporting 
resources for survivors — including 
clarifying the nature of anonymous 
reports — more accessible. 

“I wanted to say that I have 
listened very deeply and that even 
one report of sexual assault is more 
than I am comfortable having on 
our university. I care deeply about 
survivors and about sexual assault. 
We have listened very carefully 
tonight,” Klawunn said to attendees 
who had expressed frustration and 
anger with the university. 

“I’m really sorry to hear the 
amount of pain that we’ve heard 
tonight from so many different 
people. I will be carrying that with 
me.” 

Nexus File Photo
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Women’s Center Presents “Black Aesthetics: Representing Relations of 
Bodies, Land and Ecologies”

Historian Annette Gordon-Reed Speaks About the History of 
Race and School Segregation in Texas

Nisha Malley
Asst. News Editor

UC Santa Barbara Arts & Lectures 
presented a talk from American 
historian and Harvard Law School 
history professor Annette Gordon-
Reed, titled “On Juneteenth: ‘Freedom 
Day’ and Its Importance to American 
History,” on Nov. 10 in Campbell Hall. 

The event promoted the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author’s latest book, 
“On Juneteenth,” a memoir that 
weaves together personal anecdotes 
and historical accounts of her home 
state Texas to convey the significance 
of the holiday Juneteenth and to 
describe the progress and obstacles 
that Black people face in the United 
States.

The onset of the pandemic, 
which moved Gordon-Reed’s work 
to a remote setting and severed her 
access to onsite research and archives, 
inspired her to draw from personal 

experience in “On Juneteenth,” her 
first autobiography.

“I thought about my family. I 
thought about what my mother and 
father, who are no longer living, would 
have thought about the moment we’re 
in,” she said.

For Gordon-Reed, writing about 
her life in Texas presented the “perfect 
vehicle” for her to explore the history 
of the state and of race in America, 
using Texas as a microcosm for the 
United States as a whole.

“Texas is constructed as a white 
man, and that’s what comes to mind 
when you think of the state. There 
was a cattle rancher and then there 
was an oil man ... What’s left out of 
that story is the story of the plantation 
owner,” Gordon-Reed said.

Gordon-Reed said the white 
settlers of Texas came from the South 
— predominantly Louisiana — and 
brought enslaved people with them 
to fell trees and establish the state’s 

burgeoning cotton empire. Stephen 
Fuller Austin, considered the “Father 
of Texas,” advocated for slavery as 
an economic necessity despite 
proclaiming himself to be morally 
anti-slavery, according to Gordon-
Reed.

“This Texas, that is a part of the 
Southern slavery empire, is not very 
well known,” Gordon-Reed said. “So 
a lot of the things that happened 
in Texas that surprise people grow 
out of that fact — racial problems, 
the issues of voter suppression, those 
kinds of things, violence — [that] all 
of this outgrowth of the legacy of 
slavery.”

Growing up, Gordon-Reed 
experienced the state in the midst of 
the civil rights movement, grappling 
with the end of legal segregation and 
Jim Crow-era laws. 

In Texas, state and local officials 
resisted national efforts to further 
social progress for Black citizens, 

especially in regards to creating 
equity in education, according to 
Gordon-Reed.

“This was the mid-60s, and they 
were still resisting integration in 
Texas,” Gordon-Reed said.

A decade after the landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka Supreme Court ruling, which 
mandated the rapid integration of 
schools, Texas schools still remained 
fairly segregated. 

“Freedom of choice” plans, which 
the courts eventually struck down 
as unconstitutional in 1968, allowed 
parents to choose to send their 
children to either predominantly 
white or Black schools and effectively 
perpetuated school segregation. 
Gordon-Reed’s parents, whom she 
described as “idealists,” decided to 
place their daughter in an all-white 
elementary school. 

“Black people were on the march 
… there was an air of optimism. It 
was difficult, but there was an air of 
optimism, and I think that they were 
moving in that spirit,” Gordon-Reed 
said. “That was the impetus for them 
to send me to Anderson Elementary 
School.”

As the only Black child in the 
classroom, she recalled feeling a sense 
of being on display, her presence 
made into a spectacle.

  “Periodically, groups of 
administrators would come and stand 
in the doorway and look inside the 
classroom to see what was going on 
there, this miraculous thing, a Black 
child learning with other white kids,” 
Gordon-Reed said.

The community made a “big 
deal” of her attendance, with school 
administrators releasing a public 

statement that education would 
“proceed as normal” and local press 
flocking to the school, according to 
Gordon-Reed.

She described being kindly treated 
by some classmates and especially 
her educators, who may have been 
influenced by the fact that Gordon-
Reed’s mother was a teacher at 
Booker T. Washington High School 
as well.

“My teachers were wonderful 
to me. They couldn’t have treated 
me any better,” Gordon-Reed said. 
“[They] did not single me out in 
any kind of way and didn’t let other 
people hurt me. People tried to get 
aggressive or tried to do things; they 
tamped down on that. Just by their 
example, they taught me that not all 
white people were the same.”

Gordon-Reed described how 
the racial dynamics of Anderson 
Elementary changed following 
district-wide integration and how 
it adversely impacted Black student 
learning and community.

“As the years went on, [my parents] 
grew somewhat disillusioned, because 
integration didn’t turn out to be the 
panacea that they may have thought 
it was going to be — not that they were 
nostalgic for Jim Crow, for heaven’s 
sake, they weren’t,” Gordon-Reed 
said.

“The power structure didn’t really 
change, and, in fact, many of the Black 
teachers who had been at [the “Black” 
school] Booker T. Washington … 
were taken out of the classroom. So, 
Black students lost role models, and 
I would say white students lost the 
opportunity to have Black teachers 
as role models, which would have 
been important for them as well,” she 

continued.
Many Black educators throughout 

Texas and the country were laid off 
or relegated to non-teaching positions 
such as library or administrative staff, 
according to Gordon-Reed.

Because she was the first Black 
student to attend a “white” school 
in her town, she said many Black 
students in the area mistakenly 
thought that she was responsible for 
integration and “resented” her for the 
change.

“Maybe I was a precursor to that, 
but the court made this decision. 
It wasn’t me,” Gordon-Reed said. “I 
was not the one who did this, but a 
number of people took it out on me, 
thinking that I had been the catalyst 
for the destruction of something that 
they valued.”

She connected this uneven and 
inequitable racial progress — which 
often felt as “two steps forward, 
sometimes three steps back” — to 
contemporary problems around race.

“As I was writing about Juneteenth, 
I thought about how far we’ve come 
and how far we still have to go,” 
Gordon-Reed said.

Gordon expressed feeling “deeply 
honored and surprised” to learn that 
Juneteenth, which commemorates 
the emancipation of slaves in the 
United States, would become a federal 
holiday. She received an invitation 
that same day from President Joe 
Biden to attend the bill’s presidential 
signing and flew down to the White 
House to witness the event.

“Juneteenth is the beginning of 
something,” Gordon-Reed said. “It 
is the end of the slavery, but it is the 
beginning of another thing, and that 
is the beginning of the struggle.”

Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara’s Women’s 
Center hosted a lecture from Tiffany 
Lethabo King, assistant professor of 
women, gender and sexuality at the 
University of Virginia, titled “Black 
Aesthetics: Representing Relations of 
Bodies, Land and Ecologies” on Nov. 10. 
The lecture explored the representation 
of Black and Indigenous peoples in 
relation to physical landscapes in North 
America.

King spoke about her research, 
which focuses on intersections of 
slavery and settler colonialism, as well 
as abolitonist and decolonial traditions. 
She began the lecture by addressing 
topics from her first novel, “The Black 
Shoals: Offshore Formations of Black 
and Native Studies.”

In the book, King conceptualizes 
the shoal  — a submerged geologic 
formation — as a space where Black 
and Indigenous traditions can meet in 
their own unique perspectives and offer 
alternative insights to understanding 
how slavery and anti-Blackness can 
structure white supremacy.

“In the political moment, I was 
writing for some Black feminists who 
are working with some land-based 
projects, particularly Black farmers,” 
King said about the background of 
her work. “I want to talk about the 
stakes of representing Black people who 
are descendants of the enslaved on 
landscapes.”

She also examined “Daughters of 
the Dust,” a 1991 independent film 
directed by Julie Dash, which follows 
three generations of African-American 
women living in the southern United 
States. 

“I use ‘chafe’ to reference the 
irritation caused by one’s own skin 
rubbing against itself, as well as to 
gesture toward the space of a difficult 
encounter, perhaps another shoal,” King 
explained as she analyzed the movie 
in her book. “I also invoke the self and 
one’s own skin to merge the individual 
and the collective.”

King focused on the director’s 
decision to stain the characters’ hands 
blue while working on the indigo 
plantations, where the color would 
come about due to the forced contact 
with the plants and the toxic solution 
released during the production of dye.

“I zoomed in on this flesh,” King said. 
“I zoomed in on this vision of flesh that 
has merged into compliance and lie as 
a way of tracing the violence of slavery 

beyond a narrative of forced labor to 
mark the making of a new kind of more 
than human body.”

Initially, King said she believed 
she had adequately captured details 
of colonial and anti-Black violence 
through the form of stained flesh in 
her analysis but later realized her work 
was incomplete and lacking in the 
perspectives of Black feminists.

“I think that some of the problems 
that some Black feminists have had with 
my representations of black, porous, 
fungible flesh was that they could not 
be recognized under a range of available 
signs, for instance, under the sign of 
workers, producers, stewards, growers, 
farmers, healers and activists,” King said.

She reflected on her work in “The 
Black Shoals” and acknowledged 
how her interpretation of the Black 
laborer could be further developed. 
King’s forthcoming book, “Red and 
Black Alchemies of Flesh: Conjuring 
A Decolonial and Abolitionist Now,” 
considers feminist and LGBTQ+ 
insights in examining how creating 
intimate relations with the land can 
connect to decolonial and abolitionist 
histories and futures.

Recent movements from the 
National Black Farmers Association 
and the National Black Food & Justice 
Alliance inspired King’s interest in 
Black ecologies. The introduction of 
the Justice for Black Farmers Act of 
2021 addressed discrimination within 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and called for systemic reforms to 
restore and protect the land of Black 
farmers. This shifted her perspective 
from viewing these laborers as beings 
inseparable from histories of stained 
flesh to actors of political and social 
change. 

“As I look back at Black cultural 
production and Black organizing 
communities, when I wrote [The Black 
Shoals] between 2016 and its release 
in 2019, I realized that I was writing 
the scenes of fungible into those same 
bodies, in a moment when important 
campaigns for Black farmers are being 
waged and Black food justice and land 
movements are getting momentum,” 
King said.

King also examined the “aesthetic 
productions” of the political campaigns 
by Black farmers, which come in the 
form of commercials, television shows, 
movies, documentaries and novels. 
According to King, these pieces of 
media attempt to humanize the people 
behind the movements and create 
social normalcy. 

Interested in Black narratives in 
land stewardship and how they’re 
recognized in popular culture, King 
analyzed “Queen Sugar,” a 2016 drama 
television series based on Natalie 
Baszile’s novel of the same name. The 
show follows Ralph Angel Bordelon, a 
Black farmer who has recently gained 
ownership of his father’s sugarcane farm 
as a descendant of enslaved plantation 
workers.

“Over the arc of the show, Ralph 
Angel seeks redemption and the trust 
of his family through his work on the 
land and being a dutiful father and 
partner,” King said. “And what I’m 
interested in exploring in black mirrors 
of land stewardship are the forms of 
recognition it seems to promise. 

She referred to an interview with 
Baszile in which the author spoke 
about how farming is connected to 
socioeconomic progress for Black 
people. According to King, Baszile 
saw farming as a way to develop one’s 
health through growing fresh food and 
accumulating wealth by passing down 
land to future generations.

“Baszile says the following: ‘We have 
to think about this really in two ways. 
We have to think about this literally, 
the literal connection to the land and 
all the positive effects that come out of 
being connected to the soil. You have 
everything from the benefits to your 
health and well-being of being out in 
the open air out in nature,’” King said. 

“When you have something that you 
own, that you can pass on to the people 
who are coming after you, that’s bigger 
than just putting your hands in the 
soil. That’s about providing assets for 
your family and for people in the next 
generation.”

However, King did not fully endorse 
Baszile’s perspective because it didn’t 
consider the potential relationships with 
Indigenous people in a conversation 
about land in a settler nation such as the 
United States, emphasizing the overlaps 
of land ownership between Black and 
Indigenous communities.

“So for Baszile, farming is tethered 
to this teleological movement or 
progress, progress as health and 
wealth accumulation but still does not 
mention Indigenous people or desire 
to develop to develop ethical relations 
with Indigenous people in a settler 
nation, and I didn’t necessarily see her 
articulating this politic even within we 
are each other’s harvest in the interim,” 
she said.

During her research, King said she 
became familiar with Afro-Indigenous 

land projects such as Soul Fire Farm 
in New York, which established the 
first cultural respect easement in 
cooperation with the Mohican Nation, 
working to bring the communities 
together with respect to each other’s 
ancestral land.

“The easement grants all citizens — 
current and future — the right to the 
land forever in perpetuity. Soul Fire’s 
bylaws also grant nature veto power. Its 
cooperative framework is diametrically 
opposed to some of the politics 
professed by Baszile herself,” King said. 
“The roots began with relationships 
with Indigenous communities.”

The second part of “Red and Black 
Alchemies of Flesh” examines the 
intimate and erotic relationship one 
has with the earth itself and the earth’s 
appetite for humanity.

“I want to dehumanize internal sense 
or the capacity for desire and sensory 
perception and confer these capacities 
to the earth,” she said. “However, what 

I find more interesting is the land’s 
capacity to dehumanize or reorient 
the practices of being human outside 
of the mandates of productivity, 
purposefulness, recognition and proper 
subject formation.”

King focuses on geophagia — the 
intentional act of consuming dirt, soil or 
clay — in Black populations in the 18th 
century, when slaves in the South and 
the Caribbean refrained from eating 
food and instead chose to eat dirt.

“To engage in earth eating interrupts 
slavery and capitalism’s mode of 
production, and rearranges normative 
desire or hunger and disrupts normative 
notions of human mastery over the 
earth. Those that succumb to geophagia 
— usually Black — are governed by the 
force of the earth rather than human 
systems of order,” King said.

According to King, geophagia is an 
embodied practice in the history of 
these communities, existing far before 
colonial settlements and practices.

“These dirt eaters passed on 
knowledge and minerals about an older 
system so that the descendants may 
know something more about the world 
than [what] treaties, proclamations 
and certified borders could tell them 
… Economically empowered white 
communities arduously invent religions 
or national identities out of opposing 
dirt as well as create industry out of 
possessing it on Black and Indigenous 
people,” she said.

King said she hopes to establish 
and affirm the relationship these 
communities have with the land as 
something that runs deeper than 
advocating for reparations.

“These projects [by Black and 
Indigenous communities] emerge from 
years of organizing with Indigenous 
peoples and thus do not start off by 
making claims to Black territory or 
wealth,” King said. “They respond to 
the pull of the earth and, therefore, their 
own appetites for healing.”

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

For Annette Gordon-Reed, writing about her life in Texas presented the “perfect vehicle” for her to explore 
the history of the state and of race in America.

Courtesy of UCSB Arts & Lectures
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Gaucho Underground Scholars Hosts Formerly Incarcerated 
Student Day

Emelie Risha
Reporter

UC Santa Barbara Gaucho 
Underground Scholars held 
its third annual Formerly 
Incarcerated Student Day & 
Resource Fair in partnership with 
Thrive Santa Barbara County on 
Nov. 12 at the Student Resource 
Building. 

Gaucho Underground 
Scholars, an organization that 
works to create pathways into 
higher education for formerly 
incarcerated and justice system-
impacted individuals at UCSB 
and within Santa Barbara County, 
co-hosted the event to foster 
community and promote local, 
academic and personal resources 
for formerly incarcerated students. 

The event included a tour 
of UCSB with an emphasis on 
sites of activism, followed by 
lunch, a reentry resource fair 
and a ceremony honoring the 
ambassadors of the year. The day 
also marked the official launch 
of Thrive Santa Barbara County 
(Thrive SBC), an app and website 
that compiles resources and 
programs within Santa Barbara 
County for formerly incarcerated 
individuals and others impacted 
by the justice system. 

Fourth-year sociology major 
Melissa Ortiz attended the first 
Formerly Incarcerated Student 
Day in 2019 and helped lead 
the activist tour of UCSB. Ortiz 
said she sought to inspire current 
and prospective student activism 
by highlighting locations of past 
political action. 

“When we discussed the North 
Hall takeover, it was nice to 
see [students’] eyes brighten up 
from learning all of these things 
that have happened on UCSB’s 
campus,” Ortiz said. 

The North Hall takeover — 
when 12 Black students occupied 
North Hall for 12 hours on Oct. 
14, 1968 — opened doors for the 
creation of UCSB’s Department of 
Black Studies and, subsequently, 
departments of Chicana and 
Chicano studies, Asian American 
studies and feminist studies.

Following the tour, lunch was 
served outside of the Student 
Resource Building (SRB) while 

Ryan “Flaco” Rising, co-founder 
of the Gaucho Underground 
Scholars and a fourth-year 
sociology major, and Santa 
Barbara City College (SBCC) 
student Arturo “Cheech” Raygoza 
shared spoken word poetry. 

Afterwards, the reentry 
resource fair took place, during 
which attendees connected with 
organizations and programs such 
as Guardian Scholars, United 
Way, the UCSB Transfer Student 
Center and the Santa Barbara 
County Day Reporting Centers, 
among others.

“[We are] showcasing [the 
resources] to students as a way to 
show what their future could look 
like,” Rising said. 

During the fair, Rising, Ortiz 
and fourth-year Chicana/o 
studies major and underground 

scholar Juan Bran-Gudiel, 
connected with individuals and 
distributed underground scholars 
shirts, stickers and buttons. 

“Now that I’m a student, I 
realize that those resources 
are built and set up so that we 
can succeed,” Ortiz said. “Now, 
I’m here and get to share with 
everybody else.” 

The event culminated with the 
official launch of Thrive SBC. 
Software engineer Victor Sauceda, 
product designer Jeanmarie Levy 
and software engineer Tim 
Malstead created the website and 
app to put local resources “in the 
palm of [formerly incarcerated 
individuals’] hands,” Sauceda 
said. He hopes the website and 
app lower recidivism and ensure a 
successful transition for formerly 
incarcerated individuals in Santa 

Barbara County. 
“We built it with the people. It’s 

not just for the people,” Sauceda 
said. “I know what it’s like to 
go through the re-entry process, 
and I know what it’s like to be 
incarcerated.” 

Sauceda served over 10 years 
in the Washington State prison 
system and now works as a 
software engineer for Code for 
America. 

Following the launch, SBCC 
students Raygoza and Lisandra 
Barrera-Rising each received an 
Ambassador of the Year award 
from the Gaucho Underground 
Scholars for their work as 
underground scholars at Santa 
Barbara community colleges. 

In her acceptance speech, 
Barrera-Rising emphasized the 
importance of moving at one’s 

own pace and how it’s never too 
late to pursue education. 

“It’s diff icult to get access to the 
students when it isn’t student-led,” 
Barrera-Rising said. “That’s why 
we’re just trying to get out there 
through word of mouth; that way 
anyone can come contact us if 
they want to be involved with 
underground scholars.”

Raygoza founded the Beyond 
Incarceration: Greater Education 
club at Allan Hancock College 
to break the stigma around being 
formerly incarcerated through 
supporting the academic success 
and personal well-being of 
formerly incarcerated students.

“We plant seeds in our 
population, the formerly 
incarcerated, to open their eyes 
to a whole new world that they 
never knew existed,” Raygoza 

said. 
In his award speech, 

Raygoza stressed that formerly 
incarcerated students “don’t have 
to do it alone.” 

“There’s someone that will be 
there for you,” he said. “Don’t 
make major decisions on your 
own.”

According to Rising, formerly 
incarcerated people serve “life 
sentences,” where they continue 
to face discrimination and 
are denied housing or career 
opportunities even after their 
release from imprisonment. 

“We’re recidivating back into 
the prison industrial complex, 
because we can’t sustain 
ourselves,” Rising said. “We need 
to get into the business of building 
each other up, instead of tearing 
each other down for profit.” 

 Gaucho Underground Scholars co-hosted the event to foster community and promote local, academic and personal resources for formerly incarcerated students.
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UCSB Receives Fulbright, Gilman Honors for Diversity and 
Inclusion Efforts in Study Abroad

Yiu-On Li
Staff Writer

The U.S. Department of State 
recognized UC Santa Barbara 
as a Fulbright Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions Leader and a Gilman 
20-year Top Producer in the large 
institution category on Oct. 27.

The Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program provides grants for 
students in the U.S. to research or 
study outside of the country. The 
program began in 1946, and about 
2,000 students across the country 
receive grants every year. 

The Fulbright Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions Leader designation 
specifically recognizes Hispanic-
Serving Institutions  like UCSB 
“that have demonstrated 
noteworthy engagement with the 
Fulbright Program during the 
2019-20 and 2020-21 academic 
years and have promoted 
Fulbright Program opportunities 
on campus,” according to a press 
release from the Department of 
State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA). 

The 35 recipients of the Fulbright 
Leader award were announced 
at the annual conference of the 
Hispanic Association of Colleges 
and Universities. 

“Thank you for epitomizing 
the principle that mutual 
understanding between peoples 
of the United States and other 
countries will lead to a more just 
and peaceful society at home,” 

Ethan Rosenzweig, the deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
academic programs at the ECA, 
said at the conference. 

The Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship Program 
offers grants of up to $5,000 to 
U.S. students who need financial 
support to study or intern abroad. 
The ECA established the Gilman 
Program in 2001 with plans to 
award 3,600 scholarships this 
academic year through the 
program. 

To commemorate the Gilman 
Program’s 20th anniversary, the 
ECA created the Gilman 20-year 
Top Producer designation, which 
was announced at the Diversity 
Abroad conference on Oct. 27. 
The award honored institutions 
with the most cumulative Gilman 
Program scholarship recipients 
from Fall 2001 to Summer 2020. 

The Gilman award recognized 
institutions for “their support of 
equity, diversity, and accessibility 
in study abroad for American 
students through the Gilman 

Program,” according to the Gilman 
Top Producers site. 

There are four categories in 
the Top Producers designation: 
small, medium and large 
institutions, as well as institutions 
that grant associate degrees. 
Large institutions, which include 
UCSB, have more than 15,000 
undergraduate students. Within 
this category, UCSB ranked fourth 
out of 20 in the nation, with 401 
total grant recipients throughout 
the lifetime of the Gilman Program. 

“As a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution and a Minority-
Serving Institution, we are 
thrilled to be recognized by the 
State Department with these two 
honors that highlight our campus’s 
long-standing commitment to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
our scholarly pursuits,” Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang said in the UCSB 
Current. 

“Such designations bolster 
our shared understanding at UC 
Santa Barbara that excellence and 
diversity go hand in hand.”

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program provides grants for students in 
the U.S. to research or study outside of the country.
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IVRPD and I.V. Community Reimagine Pardall Gardens

The meeting was held over Zoom, and voting boards were also set up at Pardall Gardens throughout the 
following weekend.

MELEA MAGLALANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

The Isla Vista Recreation 
and Park District discussed the 
renovation of Pardall Gardens 
during a community engagement 
event titled “Pardall Gardens 
Renovation Project” on Nov. 10, 
inviting community members to 
vote on new design ideas for the 
park. The meeting was held over 
Zoom, and voting boards were 
also set up at Pardall Gardens 
throughout the following 
weekend.

A public survey conducted 
by the Isla Vista Recreation and 
Park District (IVRPD) identif ied 
Pardall Gardens as a community 
priority for renovations. 
Potential improvements include 
establishing American Disabilities 
Act accessible pathways, replacing 
park amenities, conversion to a 
dry park landscape and a new 
shade structure.

The Pardall Gardens 
Renovation Project is funded 
by grants from the state’s 
Recreational Infrastructure 
Revenue Enhancement Program 
and the Per Capita Program, 
providing up to $420,000 for 
conducting park renovations and 
improvements.

IVRPD partnered with Pacific 
Coast Land Design to present 
three potential ideas and establish 
a new identity for the park. 

“What we’ve done tonight is 
provide big ideas,” said Eric Berg, 
principal at Pacific Coast Land 
Design. “They’re really meant 
to provide three theming ideas 

that address the need to establish 
identity at the park — one of 
the key things that has been 
highlighted and established, that 
it’s missing.”

The first idea aims to enhance 
the social aspects of the park, 
taking advantage of its location 
in downtown Isla Vista to create 
a place for people to meet with 
friends or hold events. The 
revamped “Social Pardall” would 
resemble a plaza with a large 
central shading area and seating 
spaces around the park, according 
to Breanne Alton, landscape 
designer from Pacific Coast Land 
Design.

“Maybe you’re catching up with 
friends after class or grabbing 
lunch and heading to the park,” 
Alton said. “It’s meant to be a 
space that you can go alone or 
with a group or where even large 
events like pop-up events like an 
art fair or a marketplace could be 
held.” 

The second idea, “Peaceful 
Pardall,” capitalizes on the park 
being one of the more “quiet, 
nature-f illed spaces” in I.V. 
The design includes accessible 
pathways to a series of platforms 
that could be used for everyday 
activities, from hanging out with 
friends, doing yoga or hosting 
music performances. It would also 
feature light poles to illuminate 
the space, increasing safety and 
comfortability in the area at night.

“We were really excited about 
how quiet and how peaceful 
it really was, with really great 
views in and out,” Alton said. “It 
really does have a meditative-like 

quality to it, just creating these 
quiet spaces for ref lection and 
conversation.”

The third idea reimagines the 
park with a fun and recreational 
atmosphere, including amenities 
such as cornhole, a swing and 
a u-fix-it bike station. “Playful 
Pardall” depicts a colorful meeting 
spot meant to spark energy in 
adults and college kids, according 
to Alton.

“Wouldn’t it be cool if there was 
a place that is clearly for adults, but 
it’s welcoming you to engage with 
these playful elements that are 
typically for children,” Alton said. 
“We use bright colors and create 
things that are for recreation and 
that sparks play and joy in adults 
in our free time that we get after 
lunch or between classes or after 
school or work.”

These designs are also not 
mutually exclusive, Berg added. 
Elements between each idea may 
be incorporated into another, like 
incorporating the swing from the 
playful design into the peaceful 
design.

Community members voted 
for their preferred design at the 
on-site voting boards set up at 
Pardall Gardens from Nov. 11-16. 
The boards showcased digital 
mock-ups of the proposed designs 
and a link to the voting poll. 
People could also write comments 
on the provided chalkboard.

“There are pieces of all of [the 
designs] that are good, but what 
we’re trying to do is establish an 
identity here and really wanted to 
set a couple things that worked 
well together,” Berg said.

Indus and Dhadkan Co-Host Dandiya Diwali 
Celebration on Campus

Shruthi Vasudevan
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara South Asian 
cultural organization Indus, 
along with the UCSB chapter 
of nonprof it organization 
Dhadkan, co-hosted a Dandiya 
Diwali celebration with over 200 
attendees on Nov. 5.

The celebration of the Hindu 
festival of lights, hosted at the 
Robertson Gym, offered an 
immersive cultural experience 
for UCSB students and faculty. 

The evening began with the 
traditional puja — a worship 
ritual conducted with prayers 
to Hindu deities — led by Indus 
Vice President Jishnu Swamy. 
The puja was followed by 
dinner, catered from local Indian 
restaurant Masala Spice.

The event also featured 
Dandiya dancing, a performance 
where inner and outer circles 
move in opposite directions, as 
participants dance with brightly 
colored bamboo sticks that 
they strike together to create 
rhythm. The night ended with 
Bollywood music played by the 
event’s DJ. 

Both Indus Co-Presidents 
Hana Molla , third-year 
biopsychology major, and 
Zohaib Suhail, fourth-year 
chemistry major, said they 
appreciated the inclusivity of 
the event, as many non-South 
Asian students participated in 
the celebration. 

“A lot of South Asians brought 
their friends,” Suhail said. “They 
participated in the Dandiya 
and wore cultural clothes and 
everything.” 

Second-year environmental 
studies major Anannya 
Deshmukh said that attendees 
donned traditional or makeshift 
South Asian attire. 

“Even those who did not have 
traditional clothes wore cropped 
tops and long skirts,” Deshmukh 
said.  

A variety of South Asian 
traditions and dance forms 
merged at the event, said second-
year sociology major Reena 
Khanna, although she noted 
that she would enjoy having a 

brief Dandiya lesson offered to 
all attendees for future events. 

“Everyone does Dandiya 
differently, so it was kind of hard 
to be in sync with everyone, but 
overall it was a really fun time,” 
Khanna said. “They were able to 
give everyone Dandiya sticks, so 
that was also good.” 

Dhadkan Co-President and 
third-year Asian American 
studies and math double 
major Maya Sinha appreciated 
seeing members of the “Desi,” 
or Indian, community become 
more engaged with their culture 
through this event.

“I had a bunch of friends that 
aren’t super connected with the 
Desi community come out, and 
they had a great time, too, and 
they’re def initely more interested 
in attending other events that 
Indus puts on,” Sinha said.

Khanna compared the school-
sponsored event to her family’s 
own celebration of Diwali. At 
home, Khanna said her family 
typically conducts a puja on the 
actual day of Diwali and spends 
the following days celebrating 
with friends.

“To me, [the UCSB event] 
didn’t feel like Diwali at all, 
but it was nice to at least do 
something for it,” Khanna said.

Deshmukh agreed that the 
celebration differed greatly from 
the one conducted at her own 
home but said having so many 
people present made the event 
feel more like Diwali.  

“At home, we had a really big 
puja every day and we did a 
lot of sweets and f ireworks … 
but getting together with other 
Indian people here really made 
it feel like Diwali,” Deshmukh 
said.

Molla described the unique 
challenges that came along with 
planning one of the club’s f irst 
large in-person events of the 
year.

“[It was a] strange time to 
plan such a big event. After 
being used to being online, I was 
comparing it a lot throughout 
the event to what it was like two 
years ago,” Molla said.

Suhail added that the large 
turnout of this year’s event and 

the willingness of attendees 
to mingle contributed to its 
success. 

“Last time, people were in their 
little cliques doing [Dandiya] 
with each other,” Suhail said. 
“This time there were only like 
two or three groups and not a 
lot of people knew each other, 
so they were just doing it with 
each other.”

Both Molla and Suhail said 
that they do not celebrate Diwali 
at home, so they followed notes 
from previous years’ events 
and the guidance of Swamy 
in planning an authentic puja 
ceremony. 

“Our VP Jishnu was able to 
actually tell us how puja works, 
like how the structure of the 
puja is, when should puja be 
done or like when people should 
switch off,” Suhail said. 

Sinha said she also celebrated 
Diwali primarily for its cultural 
value back home. In organizing 
the event, she had to dig deeper 
into her roots to discover the 
“true meaning of Diwali.”

“I think I’ve been exposed 
to more of the religious aspect 
[through the UCSB event]. In 
high school, we would have 
Garba and other dance events 
like that, but it was all just social. 
But especially being part of the 
organizing, I got to investigate 
more of what [Diwali] meant 
ancestrally to me which was 
really cool,” Sinha said. 

EMMETT RUHLAND / DAILY NEXUS Courtesy of Al Yan
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The celebration of the Hindu festival of lights, hosted at Robertson Gym, offered an immersive cultural 
experience for UCSB students and faculty.

Courtesy of Al Yan
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Ali Guajardo, Eclasia Wesley, Kayla Martensen and Levette Morales 
Analyze the Criminalization of BIPOC Youth in Foster Care at MCC Event

Andrea Johnson
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara 
MultiCultural Center presented 
“Care or Criminalization?: BIPOC 
Youth in Foster Care,” a webinar 
that dissected issues concerning 
mismanagement of care for BIPOC 
youth in foster care, on Nov. 4. 

The event was moderated by 
Isabella Restrepo, a Ph.D. candidate 
in the feminist studies department 
at UCSB and the recent interim 
program coordinator for the 
MultiCultural Center (MCC), who 
hosted four panelists who discussed 
their relationship with the foster 
system as social workers, former 
foster youth or both. 

Ali Guajardo — a former foster 
youth and current behavioral 
health consultant at Santa Barbara 
Neighborhood Clinics — pointed out 
the lack of existing resources in Santa 
Barbara County for foster youth 
to become educated on financial 
literacy.

“When I was in foster care, it was 
mandated in Los Angeles County 
for all foster youth to participate in 
independent living programs where 
they taught me how to bank, about 
student loans, grants and how to 
apply for scholarships … there were 
so many resources, at least in Los 
Angeles, that I do not see here in 
Santa Barbara County,” Guajardo 
said. 

The absence of education on sex 
trafficking and harassment is another 
major challenge that BIPOC foster 
youth face, according to Eclasia 
“Clay” Wesley, a former foster 
youth who currently teaches high 
schoolers in Los Angeles about civic 
engagement.

“We are trying to implement 
wellbeing centers where they can 
get access to health care, where they 
can get education to healthcare,” 
Wesley said when talking about 

her approach in confronting sex 
trafficking and harassment amongst 
foster youth.

She elaborated on the lack of 
education on sex trafficking within 
schools. 

“A lot of our young students are 
experiencing going to school and 
being harassed and the prevention or 
the education around sexual violence 
is not being taught in schools,” 
Wesley said. 

Wesley also expressed the need 
for exposing young women to the 
concept of having full authority over 
their bodies and embracing self-
confidence, in order to change their 
outlook on their individual value. 

Kayla Martensen, a faculty member 
at Loyola University Chicago and a 
doctoral candidate at the University 
of Illinois, Chicago, discussed her 
observations of Chicago’s foster 
youth and reform efforts for young 
people in the criminal justice system. 
Though intended to assist them, 
the methods utilized lengthened 
each case’s turnaround period for 
releasement from the prison system, 
making it more difficult for young 
people to be disentangled from the 
legal system, according to Martensen. 

“Their efforts at reform are really 
just creating a perpetual and more 
intense level of surveillance for 
parents who become court-involved,” 
Martensen said. 

She described the process that 
criminalized youth must undergo 
in the court system: When 
accused, children are assigned to 
complete remedial programs that, 
when completed, free the child 
of charges. However, this process 
must be restarted if the child’s 
behavior relapses or if they do not 
fulfill the program requirements. 
In comparison, those given direct 
punishment rather than program 
fulfillment have a deadline that 
defines their time in the legal system. 

The attempt at improvement 

ensnares youth into the legal system 
and prevents them from losing 
their criminal records, according to 
Martensen. 

“If someone took a punishment 
route, and there was an attachment 
of your two years of probation, or 
even incarceration, there’s an end 
to that time, where through these 
courts, mental health courts or 
through drug courts, there’s no end,” 
Martensen said. 

Levette Morales, a former foster 
youth based in Santa Barbara who 
works with Casa Pacifica Centers 
for Children & Families’ wraparound 
program as a Parent Partner — 
helping foster parents and biological 
parents keep their children in their 
homes — said that many parents 
and supporters of foster youth are 
ill-equipped to handle youth trauma. 

This can translate into parents 
misunderstanding certain behaviors 
and foster youth being kicked out of 
their homes, Morales said. 

“I see a lot of times these kids, 
they’re being kicked out because 
they’ve got problems and they’re not 
being understood that they have a lot 
of trauma,” Morales said.  

Restrepo then asked the panelists 
to discuss the incorporation of 
abolitionist strategies and ideologies 
in their work within the foster care 
system.  

Guajardo affirmed that the 
structure of care in place today was 
built from oppressive ideals.

“When we think about the 
abolition of prisons and police, one 
of the central ideas is that prison and 
policing as a system is inherently 
racist, classist and heteronormative,” 
Guajardo said.

He noted that since its inception, 
these derogatory constructs have 
never subsided, but have rather fed 
into how the system is managed 
today. 

“The argument is that it can’t be 
abolished because this is something 

that is embedded within all of our 
messed up, power structured systems 
that we have. So I think we have to 
destroy it,” Guajardo said. 

Martensen elaborated on this 
idea, saying that the parameters of 
the foster care system were initially 
intended for the control of certain 
groups. 

“The reason that the institution 
was established for different racial 
and ethnic groups are different and 
they’re rooted in and built on systems 
of racialized capitalism and white 
supremacy,” Martensen said. “I think 
we have to recognize how some 
of these systems like social work, 
family regulation, how they are just 
replicating control, surveillance and 

punishment of the carceral state.”
Martensen stated that examining 

the institution of foster care through 
the abolitionist lens is essential to 
caring for BIPOC foster children and 
reworking the system. 

Restrepo’s final question asked the 
panelists about acts of resistance that 
they see from BIPOC youth, who 
believe their actions will give them 
control and autonomy over their 
own lives. 

Morales shared an experience 
where, as a foster child, she stole a 
car and left her home, noting that 
the experience was an example of 
how youth can be criminalized while 
attempting to acquire independence 
and autonomy. 

“Although I stole a car and that was 
not right, I did not understand what 
I was doing at that time either. That 
was just my way of taking control of 
that situation, of not wanting to be in 
that home,” Morales said. 

In the final minutes of the seminar, 
Restrepo opened the floor to a Q&A 
session with the audience. 

Wesley ended the event by 
encouraging the audience to continue 
engaging in discussions surrounding 
BIPOC youth in foster care.  

“Let’s continue to make change 
and continue facilitating these 
discussions because when we have 
these discussions, it can never fall to 
the wayside.”
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confirmation from all the hotels that 
they are interested in continuing the 
relationship,” Muñoz said. “[The 
hotels] still have to go through 
the contractual process with the 
campus.”

In addition, the university is hoping 
to reduce the financial burden 
associated with subsidizing students’ 
hotel stays.

“I think roughly our daily rate is 

$26 per head, and the rate we pay 
the hotels is about $175. So we have 
to reconcile that difference,” Muñoz 
said. 

The university hopes to mitigate 
this cost by placing as many students 
as possible in university-owned 
residence halls or apartments, 
according to Muñoz. He also said 
that there is a possibility the university 
extends the hotel contracts through 

Spring Quarter 2022 but stopped 
short of making any commitment.

“The hotels have actually been 
very amenable ... we should expect 
we’re going to have those hotels 
probably, really for the remainder of 
the year,” Muñoz said.

Throughout the night, students 
asked questions to the representatives 
present, including questions about 
Munger Hall during the section of 

the meeting dedicated to long-term 
projects at UCSB. Munger Hall has 
generated nation-wide criticism for 
its lack of windows, and many UCSB 
students voiced their input on the 
potential harm that the building 
could cause to students’ mental and 
physical health. 

Fourth-year political science and 
geography double major Jane Shultz 
articulated these concerns. 

“Usually I would like to say that all 
housing is good housing. But I don’t 
think Munger is good housing. And 
I hope you take that to heart and I 
hope you consider all facets of basic 
needs for students, not just the fact 
that they have a bed,” Shultz said. 

The town hall ended with 
a statement from fourth-year 
anthropology major Sarah Hamidi, 
who discussed her frustrations 

with the school’s lack of response 
and communication with students 
impacted by the housing crisis. 

“I’ve never seen such horrible 
communication in my life. It’s a 
horrible lack of transparency, as 
everything was communicated to 
me at the last minute,” Hamidi said. 
“I am embarrassed and ashamed to 
come from a school that does not 
care about me.”

Continued from p.1
MUNGER HALL COMMUNITY RESPONSE

really unprecedented in what it’s 
claiming to do. There’s no evidence 
that it won’t be horrible for these 
students — and yet the amount of 
money that they want to invest in it 
is titanic,” Wittman continued. 

Wittman also took issue with how 
UCSB bypassed its usual protocols of 
shared governance while designing 
and approving Munger Hall. 

“There’s the fact that this university 
has certain norms as a kind of more 
or less democratic community as 
a state university, where there’s a 
Design Review Committee [(DNC) 
with] a custom protocol of [the 
DNC] looking at buildings, making 
comments of the administration and 
the architects taking those on board 
and making changes,” Wittman said. 

“All of that was, to a large extent, 
bypassed with this building, as part 
of what Dennis McFadden and his 
letter said is that this project was 
presented to the Design Review 
Committee as a completed design. 
There was no vote, there was no 
option to make substantive critiques. 
The university presented it like it was 
an inevitable done deal,” Wittman 
continued. 

Marc Vukcevich, UCSB alum and 
former student representative on the 
Design Review Committee, attended 
the DNC meeting and agreed with 
McFadden that the university failed 
to consult the DNC on the Munger 
Hall design. 

“They said that we are not really 
soliciting any guidance from you all 
at all. This building is considered 
100% ready … Ultimately, it was 
a sham of a meeting. None of the 
members of the meeting had any 
purpose,” Vukcevich said. 

“The building was going to go 
through no matter what. So, the 
DNC was explicitly informed that 
any words the members were there 
to share probably wouldn’t have 
much impact on the actual building.” 

Vukcevich later sent an email to 
everyone who attended the DNC 
meeting, to highlight his issues with 
the building design, including the 
following points: impacts to mental 
health, student marijuana use setting 
off smoke alarms without windows 
providing ventilation, students 
needing to cook as a result of not 
having a dining hall, the building not 
being handicap accessible and the 
isolated location of the dorm. 

Vukcevich did positively credit the 
design for its high density being better 
than several sprawled buildings, 
ability to house more students and 
decarbonized water heaters. 

Following Vukcevich’s email, 
McFadden resigned from the 
Munger Hall project, and Vukcevich 
— without asking McFadden — posted 
his resignation letter on Reddit, 
where the news about Munger Hall 
became viral. 

McFadden has declined all requests 
for media comment after the posting 
of his resignation letter but did voice 
his opinions on the project in an L.A. 
Times op-ed.

In addition to McFadden’s 
resignation, graduate student 
representative for the DNC Pedro 
Craveiro sent an email announcing 
that “the executive board of the 
Graduate Student Association has 
decided to no longer participate in 
this committee.” 

“It is clear to us that the university 
has already made a decision regarding 

the construction of Munger Hall 
ignoring the input of students, faculty 
and the consultant hired to review the 
project,” Craveiro said in the email. 
“There is mounting evidence that 
Munger Hall, as currently designed, 
will have a detrimental impact on 
students’ mental health and bodily 
safety. Given that the committee 
is unwilling to engage with these 
critiques, we will not participate in 
what is essentially a process that 
might lead to an unhealthy living 
situation for UC Santa Barbara’s 
undergraduates.” 

In addition to UCSB community 
members voicing opposition, the 
American Institute of Architects 
Santa Barbara (AIASB) chapter 
sent out a collective letter speaking 
against the dorm design, standing in 
solidarity with McFadden. 

“As architects, it is our responsibility 
to positively design the built 
environment in ways that support 
the health, safety, and welfare of 
building occupants, respect the 
natural environment, and enhance 
the community at large,” the letter 
read. 

“The American Institute of 
Architects, Santa Barbara Chapter 
believes unequivocally that the 
Munger Residence Hall as proposed 
does not meet these requirements 
and that there is no justifiable reason 
to proceed with the project as 
proposed.” 

The letter continued to discuss 
the psychological impacts of the 
proposed design of Munger Hall. 

“This is a critique of the 
unacceptable, inhumane living 
conditions that will no doubt, 
have psychological impact on its 

inhabitants and the community at 
large. This project shows complete 
disregard to the building’s scale 
and proportion in relationship to 
its immediate surroundings and the 
negative impact it will have to the 
community in which it’s located,” the 
letter read. 

AIASB’s letter ended with the 
possible negative environmental 
impacts of Munger Hall. 

“We urge the University to seek 
and encourage buildings that respect 
the natural environment, contribute 
to the community and support the 
student’s health, safety and welfare to 
the highest level. Munger Residence 
Hall, as proposed, fails to meet these 
goals at any level,” the letter read. 

Two architects who signed the 
AIASB letter — Detty Peikert and 
Paul Poirier — spoke to the Nexus as 
individual architects, not on behalf of 
AIASB. The pair emphasized that 
the criticism of the design is not 
directed at the university but rather 
at the design of Munger Hall. 

Peikert said that the Munger Hall 
design was “an affront to my values 
as an architect and my training as an 
architect.” 

“It looked like an environment that 
would not enhance the psychology 
and the sense of place and belonging 
into a community. It just seemed 
like an isolated box placed into a 
context that did not respect the 
environment around it at all,” Peikert 
said. “And certainly looked like an 
experiment in human living that had 
never really been thought through or 
researched or understood fully what 
the implications are.” 

Poirier said that if he agrees with 
Munger on anything, it is that 

Munger is “an amateur architect.” 
“[Munger Hall is] not a 

sophisticated attempt at meeting the 
needs of humans,” Poirier said.  

Poirier added that architects work 
to ensure that “humans can live in 
harmony with the nature around 
them and take advantage of all the 
benefits that nature can give people,” 
a value not reflected within the 
design of Munger Hall. 

“Circadian rhythms, natural light, 
fresh air, clean water — all these things 
that I think architects are trained 
to believe are basic human rights,” 
Poirier said. “The basic human rights 
are having access to views and the 
opportunity to live in harmony with 
nature, and how it works and the 
opportunity to reflect on themselves 
in this environment and connecting 
to it. And I think that maybe the 
billionaires and corporations have 
forgotten that or don’t have that same 
value for those basic human rights.” 

Peikert added that the Munger 
Hall design is incongruous with 
the university’s previous attempts at 
student housing. 

The university and Munger have 
touted the design as a structure that 
facilitates communal living. However, 
Peikert said that there are plenty of 
architectural designs which promote 
the same values that have windows. 

“There are many models of student 
housing where people have their 
own private rooms with windows, 
ventilation, light, access potentially 
to the outside etc., that also have 
communal space that the residents 
there can share, and that’s a great 
model. That does exactly what 
Munger wants to accomplish here 
but in a very different way, in a way 

that is far more humane,” Peikert 
said. 

Poirier added that to build 
a dormitory that has little access 
to the outside world is in direct 
contradiction with the natural 
surroundings of Santa Barbara and 
the county’s work in enacting the 
movement of environmentalism. 

“I think it’s no real fluke that Santa 
Barbara is the birthplace of the 
modern environmental movement 
either, and I think it’s because the 
ecosystem here on the Central Coast 
is so beautiful that people can’t live 
here and help but fall in love with it 
and care about it,” Poirier said.  

According to Peikert, the design 
is too flawed to be adapted into an 
acceptable housing model. 

“I don’t think you can take this 
design and fix it … The very 
fundamental principles of how it’s 
organized would make it almost 
impossible to create an environment 
that we could walk away from 
and say this is a much improved 
situation,” Peikert said. 

“I would urge the university 
to step back from this and really 
re-examine everything about it from 
the beginning — from the ground up 
— to determine what sort of values we 
need to incorporate, and how do you 
do that? How do you take the money 
and leverage it to create something 
that moves towards a solution to 
our housing crisis in an appropriate 
manner?” 

“And most of all, I think that the 
university really has to take input 
from the community and the 
students and the profession of course, 
in this case of architects, and just 
rethink the whole thing.” 

Courtesy of MCC
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SPORTS
Well, it didn’t take long for the 
Chiefs and Patrick Mahomes to 
silence the doubters. Mahomes 

had a field day tossing 5 
tounchdowns for over 400 yards 

in a 41-14 victory.

Armchair QB
On the men’s side of the cross country team, the 

Gauchos followed up their Big West Conference title to 
place 10th overall, making this season one of their best 
in recent years. The women’s team also competed well, 

f inishing in 27th place.

UCSB Athletics

Abagail Monti
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
and women’s cross country 
teams successfully f inished off 
their season with the NCAA 
West Regional meet last Friday. 

On the men’s side, the Gauchos 
followed up their Big West 
Conference title to place 10th 
overall, making this season one 
of their best in recent years. The 
women’s team also competed 
well, f inishing in 27th place.

Leading the men once again 
was f ifth-year Nick Randazzo, 
who came off his second-place 
f inish at the Big West Conference 
Championships with vengeance. 
His time of 30:15.6 in the 10K 
landed him in 20th place overall 
and f irst out of all Big West 
athletes.

“Nick Randazzo ran a gutsy, 
tough race,” Coach Shayla 
Houlihan said. “He lost contact 
about 4 miles into the 6-mile 
race but was able to come on 
strong and reach the top 20 of 
the race over the last mile of the 
competition.”

“Unfortunately, it was not 
enough for him to move on to 

the national meet. He was the 
f ifth individual not part of a team 
that qualif ied for NCAA’s and he 
needed to be in the top 4 of those 
individuals.”

Next across the line for the 
men’s team was f ifth-year Brian 
Schulz, who f inished in 48th 
place with a time of 30:52.9, 
followed by sophomore Zachary 
Parker in 84th place. Big West 
honored Parker’s performance 
this season by naming him Big 
West Freshman of the Year. 

(All cross country athletes were 
redshirted during the 2020-21 
season.)

On the women’s side, 
sophomore Madeline Franco 
led the Gauchos in the 6K with 
her 133rd place f inish and time 
of 22:21.7. Right behind her was 
sophomore Sarah Auther, who 
crossed the f inish line at 22:23.1 
and placed 136th.

“The cross country season 
was very successful overall,” 
Houlihan said. “There were many 

teaching moments for these men 
and women. Many of them had 
not raced cross country at the 
college level or had not raced 
cross country for two years. The 
young women’s squad got many 
opportunities to continue to 
learn what it takes to be at the 
next level. The men kept getting 
better and better with each race 

and capitalized on it by winning 
their f irst conference title since 
2015.”

With the cross country season 
off icially over, the men’s and 
women’s teams now turn to train 
for the upcoming track and f ield 
season. 

The Gauchos will debut their 
outdoor season on March 5 of 

next year, followed by the UCSB 
Invitational the weekend after. 
Both teams aim to take home 
the 2022 Big West Conference 
Championship title — this track 
and f ield season will be one 
to watch, with the women’s 
and men’s teams placing third 
and fourth, respectively, in the 
conference last year.

Cross Country Ends the Season With a Successful Finish

Jacob Davis
Staff Writer

The Gauchos were crowned 
champions of the 2021 Big 
West Conference af ter a 
decisive 4-0 win against the 
UC Irvine Anteaters. 

Despite both teams heading 
into the f inal with identical 
conference records — 6-1-2, 
including each of their semi-
f inal victories — the Gauchos 
dominated the match. The 
victory marks their f irst 
conference championship 
since 2010. 

Offensive opportunities from 
both sides were few and far 
between in the f irst 15 minutes 
of the match, but the deadlock 
was f inally broken by freshman 
attacker Ramses Martinez’s 
solo attempt, netting him his 
f irst goal of the season. The 
ball came of f an attempted 
clearance from an Anteater 
defender after a corner straight 

to Martinez, who slotted a 
one-touch shot through the 
f lurry of players. 

The only 2 shots on goal 
from the Anteaters came in the 
f irst half which were saved by 
sophomore goalkeeper Leroy 
Zeller —  who now has 9 clean 
sheets on the season. Seven 
of the Gauchos’ 11 shots were 
on goal while the Anteaters 
threatened the net with 2 out 
of 11 shots.

The game saw a good 
amount of action just before the 
half. First, freshman forward 
Salvador Aguilar scored his 
sixth goal of the season in the 
44th minute after dispossessing 
an Anteater defender just 
outside their 18-yard box. 

Aguilar followed with a 
shot across the face of the 
goal between the keeper and 
a defender. A minute later, 
the Anteaters were dropped to 
10 men after midf ielder Oscar 
Cervantes was shown a second 

yellow. 
Junior center back Henry 

Davies recorded his third 
goal of the season in the 54th 
minute from a corner kick 
after a scramble in the box. To 
really drive the game home, 
as well as his phenomenal 
season, sophomore forward 
Finn Ballard McBride scored 
his ninth goal of the season 
on a counterattack and was 
assisted by Martinez for his 
second goal involvement in the 
match. 

McBr ide was named 
the Big West Men’s Soccer 
Championship MVP for his 
crucial offensive display.

The Gauchos’ solid season 
has earned them a spot in 
the NCAA Men’s Soccer 
Tournament, and they will 
take on the UCLA Bruins in 
the f irst round on Thursday, 
Nov. 18 at UCLA at 7 p.m. The 
match will be streamed on the 
Pac-12 website. 

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

The women’s volleyball 
team got off to a shaky start 
during the opening matches 
of the season but responded 
by going on both a seven-
game winning streak and a 
five-game winning streak later 
in the season. 

However, the Gauchos have 
hit a bump in the road, as 
they have only won one of 
their last three games. 

Although they lost to two 
teams — Long Beach State and 
Cal Poly, who have winning 
records in conference play — 
their overall record shows the 
Gauchos should’ve beat them. 

At the top of the conference 
sits Hawai’i, with a mere one 
loss, but that loss came from 
playing against the Gauchos 
- a game where the Gauchos 
won in straight sets. 

Their play most recently 
has been filled with many 
mistakes, with the Gauchos 
often beating themselves in 
these contests. 

 In the first loss of this three-

game stretch, the Gauchos 
were outplayed in each facet 
as they committed 28 errors 
to Cal Poly’s 25 errors and had 
only 41 kills as opposed to the 
Mustangs’ 56. 

Then, last game, the Gauchos 
committed 19 total errors — 
two more errors than Long 
Beach State. Also, the key 
difference maker in this game 
was Long Beach State having 
7 serve aces compared to the 
Gauchos 2 serve aces. 

A standout player has been 
middle blocker Rowan Ennis 
who in her senior season has a 
team best .427 kill percentage 
and 311 points despite having 
352 less chances than the points 
leader and freshman outside 
hitter Michelle Ohwobete. 

Ohwobete herself has been 
quite impressive, with a team 
best 313 kills and averaging 
3.07 kills per set. Although 
she has the most errors on the 
team, the number is miniscule 
due to the teams’ high 769 
total attempts on the season. 

Sophomore libero Macall 
Peed has proved to be a 
difference maker on defense, 

providing the Gauchos with 
4.57 digs per set and 425 total 
digs. 

Sophomore middle blocker 
Deni Wilson has also been 
a consistent force for the 
Gauchos, providing 1.04 
blocks per set while having a 
.396 kill percentage, which are 
each second best of the team 
in each category. 

Junior setter and libero 
Grace Kloss and senior libero 
Kobie Jimenez have each 
been serve specialists for the 
Gauchos, having the second 
and third most serve aces with 
a combined 41 serve aces. 

Sophomore right side hitter 
Tallulah Froley has been an 
under the radar impact player 
for the Gauchos, averaging the 
second most points per set at 
3.0 and the second most kills 
on the team with 251 kills on 
the season. 

Although the Gauchos are 
two games behind Hawai’i 
in the standings, they own 
the tiebreaker and there are 
still four games to play for 
each team to finish the regular 
season. 

Courtesy of Brandon Cobian Courtesy of Brandon Cobian

Men’s Soccer Clinches Big 
West Crown

Courtesy of Pia Ramos

Women’s Volleyball Slumping 
as Seasons Comes to a Close

Courtesy of Emmett Ruhland
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Preston Espar
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
basketball team opened the 
season 1-1 with a 119-65 home 
opening victory against the 
San Francisco State Gators and 
a 73-65 road loss against the 
Washington State Cougars. The 
119 points in the home opener 
was the second-most points 
a team has ever scored in the 
Thunderdome. The Gauchos 
were just 4 points away from 
tying the 123-point record set in 
2020 against Bethesda University.  

Against San Francisco State, 
the Gauchos gave the raucous 
student section something to 
cheer for all night long. From the 
start of the first half, the Gauchos 
established their dominance in 
the interior. UCSB shot an astute 
69.2% when inside the 3-point 
arc, while their total field goal 
percentage stood at 58.8%. The 
Gators’ only lead of the night 
occurred early in the first period 
when a bucket put them up by 1. 
However, a 14-point run by the 
Gauchos in the middle of the half 
created some major distance as 
UCSB entered the locker room 
at halftime with a 27-point lead. 
Miles Norris, a senior starting 
forward for the Gauchos, found 
himself in some early foul trouble 
and was not able to play for the 
majority of the first half.

In the second half, UCSB shot 
at a higher percentage while 
hitting 3 more 3-point shots. In 
addition, the Gators continued 
their shooting struggles as they 
saw their deficit expand. The 
Gators had no answer for UCSB 
junior guard Josh Pierre-Louis 
and senior forward Amadou 
Sow. Both players scored 25 
points for the Gauchos, shooting 
at an efficient 69.2% or higher. 
Even with the solid shooting, 
the Gauchos struggled with 

turnovers as they coughed the 
ball up 18 times. But despite 
these ball security issues, UCSB 
continued to play a fast-paced 
game.

“I think we have some really 
unselfish guards that pass the 
ball ahead,” UCSB Head Coach 
Joe Pasternack said. “We have to 
do an even better job of running 
the f loor. I think our guys can 
be a really good running team. 
We have a lot of great athletes. 
[Pierre-Louis] in the open court 
is spectacular.”

The Gaucho’s momentum did 
not carry over to their visit to 
Beasley Coliseum, where they 
fell to Washington State. The 
Gauchos came out sluggish as 
they quickly found themselves 
down 12 points early in the first 
half. The Cougars held UCSB 
to a shooting percentage of just 
30.8% in the first half while 
shooting an effective 52.9%. 
Turnover struggles continued 
for the Gauchos as they already 
totaled 7 at the halfway point of 
the period. UCSB ended the half 
on a 9-2 run to cut the lead to 
under 20 points.  

In the second half, the Gauchos 
made a valiant comeback effort 
that in the end came up short. 
The Gauchos only turned the 
ball over once in the half and 
had a better shooting percentage 
than Washington State. Sow, the 
game’s scoring leader, scored 16 
of his 25 points in the second half. 
Every other Gaucho who took a 
large volume of shots consistently 
struggled throughout the game as 
freshman guard Cole Anderson’s 
heave at the buzzer put the final 
score at single digits. 

The Gauchos will look to put 
their first defeat of the season 
behind them and get back in the 
win column as they travel back 
to the Thunderdome to take on 
the Chicago State Cougars this 
Saturday.

Men’s Basketball Splits First 2 Games of the Season

College Basketball Opens Season With Exciting Week of Play
Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

As this year’s college basketball 
season begins, there are many 
familiar names near the top of 
the standings, with the likes 
of Duke, Gonzaga, Kentucky, 
UCLA, North Carolina and 
Michigan being some of the most 
recognizable names in the top 25. 

The first game of the season, 
featuring two ranked teams, 
came with a class of the perennial 
powerhouses: No. 7 Duke versus 
No. 13 Kentucky. 

The game was a back-and-
forth affair, with Duke being led 
by freshmen stars forward Paolo 
Banchero and guard Trevor Keels. 
Meanwhile, Kentucky was led by 
a pair of transfer juniors, forward 
Oscar Tshiebwe and guard Sahvir 
Wheeler. 

The game was a close contest 
until the later stages when Keels 
and the experienced junior 
forward Wendell Moore Jr. made 
a couple of clutch baskets to 
propel Duke to a 79-71 victory. 

UCLA’s Cinderella run in 
the 2020 NCAA Tournament 
propelled them to start the season 
ranked No. 2. This ranking was 
put up to the test early as they 
took on No. 5 Villanova. 

Featuring two of the more 
experienced teams in the nation, 
this game went the distance 
and was still tied at the end of 
regulation, forcing overtime. 

In the overtime period, UCLA 
was able to fend off Villanova 
from an upset, taking the 86-77 
victory. 

Four of the most predominant 
players in UCLA’s NCAA run 
gave the most support. With 
forward Cody Riley picking up 
an injury in the opening game 
of the season, UCLA relied on 
guard Johnny Juzang and guard/
forward Jaime Jaquez Jr. to carry 
the brunt of the scoring en route 
to their win.  

The next big clash of two 
storied programs occurred when 
No. 8 Texas went on the road 
against the top-ranked Gonzaga 
Bulldogs. 

Gonzaga opened the game 
up strong, going into halftime 
holding a 20-point lead thanks 
to a terrific night from their 
standout forward, Drew Timme. 
Shooting 15-19 from the field, 
Timme ended the game with 37 
points and 7 rebounds. 

Freshman sensation center 

Chet Holmgren is figured to be 
one of the top picks in this year’s 
upcoming NBA draft but was 
kept to only 2 points due to foul 
trouble early on. Nonetheless, 
Gonzaga was able to hold off a 
Texas comeback, winning the 
game 86-74.

An exciting team to look 
forward to watching play their 
first daunting team is the young 
No. 11 Memphis Tigers, coached 
by NBA legend Penny Hardaway.

This team has two of the best 
freshmen players in the country, 
with both the paint-dominant 
center Jalen Duren and the 
generational talent of forward 
Emoni Bates.

Bates reclassified to go to 
Memphis early, so although he 
will still play a season at Memphis, 
he will be unable to get drafted in 
the 2022 NBA draft.

All in all, college basketball 
has returned, and there will be 
key invitational tournaments to 
provide the top schools with a 
platform to show off their talent. 

Courtesy of Joshua Yepez Martinez

Courtesy of WIkimedia CommonsCourtesy of WIkimedia Commons
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

Sad! MILF I Brought Home Just 
Disappointed in Me Too : (

Meel F. Lover
Mommy Issue Expert

Parent’s weekend came upon us faster than 
someone could say, “Fuck yeah, moms!” With 
more adults walking around Isla Vista and the 
UCSB campus than usual, it was easy to be 
transported back to times of being confined 
to minimal self-expression and lying about 
my Find My Friends location. But then, once 
I remembered that these moms were 1) hot, 
2) fucking sexy and 3) fair game for a happily 
manipulated-by-a-sexy-mom college student, 
life got much easier. 

Now, if you’re thinking that these mommies 
were all over me, you would be absolutely 
right! How did I do it, you ask? As someone 
who has gotten a hot mom in her bed, I 
naturally radiate the smell of dark chocolate 
and expensive wine. Having drawn the 
attention of the hottest mom at the parent’s 
weekend dayger, my mission was clear: adapt 
everything about my life to suit her needs 
and what she wants for me despite it not 

being true to what I want to do. Sound kinky 
enough?

After calling me “so mature for my age” due 
to my refrain from gaslighting and ability to 
speak in cohesive sentences, this hot mom 
and I didn’t waste any time getting down 
to business. Lucky for her, this hot mom 
had also read her share of self-help books 
which gave her the skills to dispose of things 
that were not pleasing to her. Good for her! 
Unfortunately for me, one of those things was 
me, right then. Fuck! With a disappointed 
sigh and a mom hug that nearly entirely 
engulfed me, the MILF rose from the bottom 
bunk where we lay and ascended into heaven, 
leaving behind a Costco card which I use to 
cherish her memory.

In closing, I leave you, dear reader, with this 
sonnet in order to manifest your next MILF: 
Bag fumbled, bag lost. Hopefully, someone 
else’s hot mom will take these panties off.

Meel F. Lover hopes her mom never reads this 
article.

Emotional Menace Taylor Swift 
Launches Second Premeditated 

Attack of the Year

Sam Franzini
UCSB Head Swiftie

ISLA VISTA, Calif. — Residents felt shock 
waves of emotional distress last night as pop 
superstar and harbinger of seasonal depression 
Taylor Swift released “Red (Taylor’s Version),” 
her rerecording of her 2012 anti-antidepressant 
album “Red.” Residents of the community 
reported feeling nauseous, depressed and angsty 
after listening to the tracks shortly after the 
album’s release. 

“We had since June to prepare. June!” second-
year Betty Garden said. “I knew this day was 
coming, but I never expected it to hit this hard. 
There’s just no way to prepare for the emotional 
onslaught she causes.” Houses across Isla Vista 
pressed play on the album last night without 
sufficiently preparing a Taylor Swift Emergency 
Box, filled with tissues, junk food and pictures 
of puppies.

“I was doing fine for the most part,” fourth-
year Caroline Dare said. “But then, when she 
says ‘I think it’s strange that you think I’m funny 
‘cause he never did,’ on ‘Begin Again,’ I lost it.” 
Dare’s housemates called 911, but since they 
were too backed up, she had to get the care she 
needed this morning. On her hospital stay, Dare 
said, “Being a Swiftie is a difficult task, but I 
know God put me on this journey for a reason.”

As a result of the singer’s threats, UCSB’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services 
(C.A.P.S.) has seen an immediate increase in 
consultations. The most-cited reason for first-
time visits was “Taylor Swift,” followed in 
second place by “Tyalor Siwft.” Due to the tear-
stained intake forms, C.A.P.S. assumes these 
students were trying to spell Swift’s name but 
were either shaking or crying too hard to do so. 
“We are working overtime for students to get 
the mental help they need as a result of Swift’s 
actions,” Stacey Macey, director of C.A.P.S., told 

Nexustentialism. “We’re doubling the number of 
students we see weekly, going from one to two. 
When crises hit, we need to do everything we 
can.”

“All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor’s 
Version) (From The Vault)” was one of the 
most egregious and hostile attacks of the night. 
Complete with a new short film, the emotional 
breakup song tauts lyrics like “And you call me 
up again / Just to break me like a promise / 
So casually cruel in the name of being honest 
/ I’m a crumpled up piece of paper lying 
here,” prompting several depressive episodes 
and a tissue shortage in surrounding stores. 
Jake Gyllenhaal, the culprit who inspired the 
song, was not available for comment. His 
representative said he was coincidentally 
embarking on a yearlong solitude retreat in the 
Himalayas where no one can find him.

The Central Intelligence Agency held a 
briefing on Friday morning, addressing the 
steps they are taking following Swift’s damages. 
“Superstar Taylor Swift has been on our radar 
for a while,” the director of the organization 
Brad Goddard said. “Last year, we attempted to 
find her cabin that she’s holed up in, releasing 
these threats to American security,” referencing 
2020’s “folklore” and “evermore” albums. “The 
result was unsuccessful. All her press is virtual, 
leaving a nonexistent footprint. She’s a master 
at this.” 

On the fact that workers everywhere were 
calling out of work, saying they were sick but 
really too heartsick to come in, he said, “These 
are good American citizens she’s pulling out of 
work. She can’t keep getting away with this.” 
A tear rolled down his cheek. “She can’t keep 
getting away with this.”

Sam Franzini is a Swiftie first, a Nexustentialism 
writer second, an Italian third and an American 
last.

SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 

Girl Pretending To Work at 
Starbucks  Actually Just Staring at 

63 Open Tabs

H.L Adams
Staff Writer

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA 
BARBARA — In lieu of dead week approaching, 
there has been a reported mass decline in 
students’ cognitive abilities. All students can 
do is simply open their laptops — anything else 
is asking too much of them from an ethical 
standpoint.  

We talked to one presumably put-together 
student at the Starbucks on campus, Fay Kane, 
who sat at a cafe table keenly staring at her 
Macbook. We later learned that she was merely 
putting on a performance worthy of a theater 
major for the sake of appearances.

“I’m not even gonna lie, I’ve been staring at 
like … 63 open tabs for the past few hours, and I 
couldn’t tell you a single thing that I’m supposed 
to know for the final. But at least everyone 
thinks I’m productive, right? Fake it until you 
become it,” Kane said with a wink on her face 
and a crack in her voice (during our brief chat, 
she tearfully admitted that she had recently 

failed a physics midterm). 
Perplexed by Kane’s behaviour, this 

Nexustentialism reporter decided to talk to 
a specialist about this strange phenomenon. 
Dr. Stu Pidashol, UCSB’s resident psychiatrist, 
provided a thorough explanation. 

“As students approach the brink of dead week, 
many of them are starting to feel a strong sense 
of dismay, questioning what they’ve learned — if 
anything — from these past eight weeks. This is 
because many of them lost quite a few brain cells 
to … I.V. festivities, ” Pidashol said indifferently.  

When asked if this collective lack of common 
sense is a regular occurrence, Pidashol agreed 
confidently.  

“Oh, for sure. I mean, every year around this 
time, I routinely witness students committing 
acts that lack evidence of critical thinking skills, 
like sexting their exes completely sober. It’s quite 
a bizarre thing to witness so regularly,” Pidashol 
noted. 

H.L. Adams is struggling to find the will to go to the 
remainder of her classes this quarter.

Casey Gallagher
Camp Correspondent

Meet second-year smokeshow Angelica 
Gomez … this bitch hates calculus. She strongly 
believes that, as a hot person, there is no reason 
for her to be sitting in a giant lecture hall to 
learn about limits when she could just “smoke 
weed and be pretty.” Then it hit her.

“Everything in my life is genuinely a joke, 
and I refuse to take any matter seriously,” she 
remarked, “but then it hit me that I could just 
use that to my advantage and reach my full 
girlboss potential.” Ms. Gomez, a chronically 
online person, decided to then label her Math 
3A course as “camp” due to its uncharacteristic 
presence in her schedule and to move forward 
with her studies “ironically” because how could 
she possibly be in a math class without it being 
some sick joke.

“About a week before my midterm I thought, 
‘Wouldn’t it be so hilarious if I scored really 
high on this exam — like me of all people? 
Please, that would be so funny.’” She then 
intensely committed to this “ joke” by essentially 
living in the library, waking up at 5 a.m. every 
day and banging out practice problems as if she 
were a human calculator.

“It was insane because I was like … actually 
good at it?” she questioned. “It really made me 
reconsider my potential … I could be this hot 
and smart??? You see, I am one of those UCSB 
students who is really extremely hot (obviously), 
but then you talk to me and have to consider 
how the fuck I got into this school … that 
question will be asked no more,” she smirked.

Angelica then became a true success story. 
Not only was she diligently studying for math as 
a joke, but she also changed her entire lifestyle 
to a more productive one, entirely ironically. 
She wakes up early ironically, goes on runs 
ironically, studies ironically, eats healthy and 
drinks a bunch of water ironically, practices a 
20-step skin routine ironically and so on.

“I think the main thing I have learned from 
this experience is that everyone looks really 
dumb for trying so hard, so they should just 
avoid being cringe and do everything as a joke 
like me,” Angelica beamed. So there you have it 
folks, maybe the secret to academic success and 
a productive life is not about how serious you 
take it, but making fun of yourself for taking it 
seriously.

Casey Gallagher believes that hot girls shouldn’t be 
required to take math.

Student Excels in Her Least 
Favorite Class by Calling It “Camp” 
and Doing All the Work Ironically

J. MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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In Review: Pop Princess Taylor Swift Paints 
the Town Red With “Red (Taylor’s Version)”

Natalie Perez
Staff Writer

Even after nine studio albums, 
pop superstar Taylor Swift is 
still known to constantly break 
records as her music continues 
to impress fans, casual listeners 
and music critics alike. Her most 
recent release, “Red (Taylor’s 
Version),” dropped on Friday, 
Nov. 12 and has been an instant 
roaring success, breaking the 
Spotify record for the most-
streamed album in a day by 
a female artist, which she 
previously held for her eighth 
album “folklore.” “Red (Taylor’s 
Version)” is a re-recording of 
her fourth studio album “Red,” 
which was originally released in 
2012, and it’s not surprising that 
it’s even better than when it f irst 
came out. 

Swift had announced in 
August 2019 that she would be 
re-recording her f irst six albums, 
a result of her master recordings 
being sold and her not being 
able to buy them back. Although 
“Red (Taylor’s Version)” is the 
second re-recording from Swift, 
the anticipation that Swifties 
around the world felt for this 
release — in comparison to 
“Fearless (Taylor’s Version)”— 
was unmatched, fueled by 
her team’s well-thought-out 
promotion of the album. 

The album opens with “State 
of Grace” and “Red,” two songs 
that perfectly capture the 
novelty and uncertainty of a 
relationship that will inevitably 
end. The line “all we know 
is touch and go” in “State of 
Grace” highlights the on-again, 
off-again nature of such intense 
love, and “Red” uses the color 
to emphasize the thrilling yet 
unpredictable foundation of 
the relationship. The tracklist 
follows with “Treacherous” and 
“I Knew You Were Trouble,” 
a pair of songs about being 
aware of the possibly destructive 
nature of a relationship but 
continuing to stay, lured in by 

the excitement of it all. 
The album then leads into 

“22,” a birthday playlist staple 
that takes a break from the 
sorrow and instead celebrates 
the confusion that is being in 
your twenties. By listing the 
fun, spontaneous adventures one 
embarks on with their friends on 
their birthday, “22” captures the 
essence of being young and still 
having fun despite the stressors 
that life brings. The seventh 
track, “I Almost Do,” reminisces 
on a relationship and describes 
wanting to take someone back 
— in stark contrast to the next 
song, the emphatic post-breakup 
“We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together.” 

The album brings back Ed 
Sheeran and Gary Lightbody of 
Snow Patrol for the original two 
duets of “Red,” which somehow 
come back stronger and more 
emotional than before. “The 
Last Time” delivers undertones 
similar to those of “I Almost 
Do” but with a back-and-
forth exchange between both 
people in the relationship, while 
“Everything Has Changed” 
recounts a sweet romance that 
has changed both persons for 
the better. 

The 11th track, “Holy Ground,” 
continues the reminiscent tone 
of previous songs but this time 
in a positive light, appreciating a 
past relationship for all the good 
moments, even though it ended. 
The original album’s tracklist 
concludes with a toned-down 
“Begin Again” that’s nostalgic 
of Swift’s country music days, as 
she describes having to change 
her outlook on love that her 
previous relationship ruined for 
her. 

One song whose production 
gets a makeover is “Girl At 
Home,” a song about a person 
who keeps trying to f lirt with 
others even though they have 
a girlfriend waiting at home. 
Originally featuring a more 
toned-down, country-esque vibe, 
“Girl At Home” is transformed 
into an electro-pop bop worthy 

of being on “1989.” 
“Red (Taylor’s Version)” 

includes nine “From The 
Vault” tracks that explore both 
country and pop. “Better Man” 
and “Babe” are songs that were 
written by Swift but were not 
included on the original album, 
resulting in her giving them to 
Little Big Town and Sugarland, 
respectively. This time, Swift 
was able to deliver these songs 
like she would’ve wanted them 
to sound on “Red” the f irst 
time around. There are two 
upbeat vault tracks, “Message 
In A Bottle” and “The Very 
First Night,” that are similar to 
the giddy romance of “Starlight” 
while also claiming their own 
“1989”-like enthusiasm for new 
experiences. The sixth vault 
song, “Forever Winter,” regards 
mental health and the anxiety 
of knowing someone with 

depression, hidden under an 
almost Christmas-y tune. The 
line, “I’ll be summer sun for 
you forever / Forever winter 
if you go,” along with Swift’s 
vocals cracking in desperation 
at certain times, makes this song 
a heart-wrenching one once you 
listen to the lyrics carefully. 

There are three vault tracks 
comprising duets with big 
names like Phoebe Bridgers, 
Chris Stapleton and, once again, 
Sheeran. Bridgers joins Swift 
on the track “Nothing New,” a 
sentimental song that highlights 
the fear of losing one’s novelty 
in the music industry. Although 
this is a very specif ic situation, 
the lyrics perfectly capture the 
hypocrisies young women face 
when growing up: “They tell 
you while you’re young / ‘Girls, 
go out and have your fun’ / 
Then they hunt and slay the ones 

who actually do it.” Stapleton 
provides background vocals on 
“I Bet You Think About Me,” a 
song that takes Swift back to her 
country roots and is a fun, angry 
jab at one of her exes. Lastly, 
Sheeran accompanies Swift on 
“Run,” a song that is seemingly 
about a private relationship and 
the desire to run away with each 
other to escape the public eye. 

While the original “Red” 
album might be remembered for 
upbeat pop anthems like “22” 
and “We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together,” “Red (Taylor’s 
Version)” puts the spotlight on 
a song that has held a special 
place in Swifties’ hearts for a 
long time: “All Too Well.” This 
song, although not a lead single, 
has been known for its detailed 
imagery of a whirlwind romance 
that ends in heartbreak. The 
lyrics are beautifully written 

with equal parts resentment and 
heartache, a for sure scream-
in-the-car kind of song. Swift 
announced that the album would 
include the original 10-minute 
version of “All Too Well,” along 
with a short f ilm starring Dylan 
O’Brien and Sadie Sink that 
documents the story told in 
“All Too Well.” This 10-minute 
version completely changes 
how one views the breakup 
tale from the original, adding 
f ive more minutes of calling 
out the other person in the 
relationship for how they tore 
up the “masterpiece” that was 
the relationship (how dare you 
not show up to her 21st birthday, 
Jake). Although a 10-minute 
song may seem like it shouldn’t 
work, Swift exemplif ies that if it 
is done right, it will work.

Rating: 10/10

Courtesy of NME

In Review: Beach House Releases the First Chapter 
of Their Upcoming Album “Once Twice Melody” 

Makenna Stark
Staff Writer

At midnight on Wednesday, Nov. 
10, Baltimore-based musical duo 
Beach House sent their fans into a 
sublime trance with the release of 
the first chapter of their upcoming 
album, “Once Twice Melody.” The 
chapter, consisting of four tracks, 
was released with accompanying 
visuals to form a 21-minute 
masterpiece.

 As any true Beach House lover 
understands, good music has a 
unique ability to make you feel like 
you are f loating through time and 
space — your only guidance being 
the sounds surrounding you. This 
is the precise feeling that this new 
release provides, and with f luid, 
immersive visuals and classically 
genius Beach House lyrics, 
listeners are taken on a journey 
through the minds of Victoria 
Legrand and Alex Scally.

 The chapter opens with the 
future album’s namesake, “Once 
Twice Melody,” a song exploring 
the psyche of a girl yearning for a 
version of reality no longer in reach 
for her. The visuals for the track 
depict a starry-eyed woman, lost in 

her own consciousness.
 The second verse divulges a 

central theme of the song: time 
blurring together into one ever-
changing, non-discernable obscurity. 
It ends with “Nights f ly by / In her 
mind / All along the boulevard / 
She tries to understand / A never-

never land,” a lyric that most who 
gravitate toward Beach House’s 
art can relate to in their own 
fashion.

 One notable aspect of Beach 
House’s discography is that 
it develops with its audience in 
such a way that any new release 

seems to elucidate moods that 
listeners themselves may not have 
yet put into words. Being their 
first release since their 2018 album 
“7,” these four tracks were highly 
anticipated, and to no one’s 
surprise, they did not disappoint. 
This release is a promising setup 

for the upcoming album.
 The third track, “Pink Funeral,” 

is one of the standout tracks of 
the chapter. With their first-ever 
incorporation of a live string 
ensemble, Beach House adds new 
dimensions to their classic synth-
dominated sound. With dark 
yet captivating visuals, it feels as 
though you don’t know if you’re 
being sent into a daydream or a 
night terror.

 The chorus, ending with “Swans 
on a starry lake / Hearts that were 
made to break (This heart of mine) 
/ Tears through a white lace veil 
(Goes out of time) / Pink funeral,” 
alludes to the globally renowned 
ballet “Swan Lake,” composed by 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. The track 
is an ode to the tragedies depicted 
in the classic, ballet story of Odette, 
a princess doomed by an evil curse.

 In this context, the use of strings 
becomes much more than a sonic 
choice for Beach House: it serves 
a greater role in the narrative of 
the song, alluding to the beginning 
of “Swan Lake” in which, as verse 
one depicts, “The swell of strings 
begins to rise.” In “Pink Funeral,” 
the phenomenal, lyrical abilities 
of Beach House are harnessed to 
evoke the emotions of a classic tale.

 Many fans of Beach House 
can attest to the sentiment that 
music can often be impactful on 
a profoundly personal level. The 
title of the last track in the chapter, 
“Through Me,” embodies this 
feeling of closeness to musical 
artistry. While listening to this 
first chapter, it is as though Beach 
House’s music moves through you.

 This release has created many 
thrills for Beach House listeners 
around the globe, who have been 
patiently awaiting new music since 
May 2018. The duo has outdone 
itself once again, and for anyone 
looking to escape into some dreamy 
tunes or race down the freeway at 
slightly unsafe speeds, this EP is 
the ultimate soundtrack for your 
adventures.

 The album, “Once Twice 
Melody,” set to be released in 
full on Feb. 18, 2022. This will 
no doubt be Beach House’s most 
cinematic release to date, and the 
final release will be followed by an 
extensive tour throughout North 
America and Europe. To all Beach 
House lovers: Set your alarms! 
Tickets go on sale this Friday, Nov. 
19, at 10 a.m. local time.

Rating: 9.5/10

Courtesy of NME
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ON THE MENU
Faiza Mohammed 
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and 
when you are spending quality time with family 
and friends, you can never go wrong with making 
cookies. Taking a twist on the classic pumpkin spice 
dessert, these white chocolate chip snickerdoodles 
are sure to be a hit at your next holiday get-
together. This recipe yields 24 servings and takes 
approximately 35 minutes to make. 

Ingredients: 
•	 1 cup unsalted butter, softened
•	 1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 
•	 1 egg
•	 2 teaspoons pumpkin spice 
•	 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 1 teaspoon baking powder 
•	 1 teaspoon baking soda
•	 2 1/2 cups all-purpose f lour 
•	 1/2  teaspoon salt 
•	 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
•	 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 1 teaspoon cinnamon sugar 
•	 1 cup white chocolate chips 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 F and line the baking 

sheets with parchment paper. 
2. In a medium-sized bowl, combine the f lour, 

baking powder, baking soda, salt, cinnamon, 
pumpkin spice and nutmeg. 

3. In another medium bowl, stir together the 
butter, egg and sugar until well combined. 
Then, mix in the vanilla extract. 

4. Combine all the ingredients together and mix 
in the white chocolate chips. 

5. Refrigerate the mixture for 15 minutes to 
allow for the dough to thicken, making it 
easier to roll out.

6. Roll the dough into 2-inch balls. 
7. Sprinkle cinnamon sugar onto the dough balls. 
8. Place the cookie dough balls onto the baking 

sheet, approximately 2 inches apart, and bake 
for 15 minutes. 

9. Remove from the oven and allow the cookies 
to cool for 2 minutes. Enjoy!

Whether you want to impress your family and 
friends, or just enjoy some delicious fall-inspired 
delights, this recipe is perfect. 

Thanksgiving Pumpkin Spice Snickerdoodles

Melvin Ventura
Reporter

Throughout the past few days, my TikTok 
“For You” page has been f illed with recipes 
using brie cheese. As someone whose “For You” 
page is constantly f illed up with food videos, 
I honestly was not sure if brie was currently 
trending on Food TikTok or if it was just the 
algorithm doing its thing. I know for sure though 
that I was def initely inspired to make something 
with the soft and creamy French cheese. 

These brie-raspberry tarts are super simple and 
easy to make. I constructed these little delicacies 
on top of sheets of frozen puff pastry that can 
be found in the frozen section of any grocery 
store. I then topped each sheet with a layer of 
tangy homemade raspberry compote, slices of 
the brie cheese, fresh raspberries, pistachios, and 
a drizzle of honey. After constructing the tarts, 
you just pop them in the oven and they’re ready 
to go! Their sweet and savory f lavor makes them 
a great potential appetizer for the Thanksgiving 
dinner table and will def initely impress your 
friends and family. 

Ingredients: 
Raspberry Compote
•	 1 cup fresh raspberries 
•	 3 tablespoons granulated sugar 
•	 1/2 teaspoon lemon juice 
•	 1/4 cup water 

Brie-Raspberry Tarts 
•	 2 sheets thawed frozen puff pastry 
•	 1 1/2 cups raspberry compote 
•	 1 pound brie cheese, sliced into thin 

squares or rectangles

•	 1 cup fresh raspberries 
•	 1/2 cup roasted pistachios 
•	 1 tablespoon honey 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 400 F. 
2. Boil the raspberries, sugar, lemon juice and 

water in a pot over medium heat for 4-5 
minutes until thick. When done, let the 
mixture cool for a couple of minutes in a 
separate container. 

3. Slice the thawed frozen puff pastry sheets 
into 4-by-4-inch squares. Place the sheets 
onto a baking sheet lined with parchment 
paper. 

4. Spoon a thin layer of the raspberry 
compote onto the pastry sheets. Place 2-3 
rectangles of the brie cheese on top of 
the compote. Top the brie with 3-4 fresh 
raspberries. 

5. Once the oven is preheated, bake the tarts 
for about 18 minutes until they are golden 
brown. 

6. When f inished baking, take the tarts out 
of the oven and top them with crushed, 
roasted pistachios. Then, drizzle a thin 
layer of honey over the tarts. 

These tarts are def initely best enjoyed when 
they’re warm and fresh out of the oven. All of 
the different components compliment each other 
so well and combine to create a unique savory 
and sweet f lavor prof ile with a hint of tartness. 
Appearance wise, they’re also quite visually 
appealing and almost look like grown up Pop-
Tarts. They’re super simple and easy to make, so 
I would def initely recommend making these for 
a quick yet impressive Thanksgiving dish. 

FAIZA MOHAMMED / DAILY NEXUS
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Brie-Raspberry TartsVegetable Fried Rice
Alice Bilyk
Staff Writer

Fried rice is one of the most versatile and 
customizable dishes I’ve ever made. This version 
is a little closer to a Middle Eastern-style rice 
pilaf than the traditional fried rice I think of 
and it is absolutely delicious! The recipe can 
be easily adjusted or substituted based on what 
you have available. Below are some of the main 
adjustments you can make without affecting the 
integrity of the dish. 

Any type or quantity of rice can be used — just 
adjust the amount of stock per the instructions on 
the rice packaging. Additionally, any vegetables 
can be substituted or omitted. The celery can 
be substituted with either ½ of an onion or 2 
shallots, the cilantro can be substituted with 
parsley, the lettuce can be substituted with any 
type of greens and any type of olives can be used.

Ingredients:
•	 1 1/2 cups rice
•	 2 1/2 cups chicken or veggie stock
•	 1 tablespoon neutral oil
•	 2 stalks celery (minced)
•	 1 large carrot
•	 1 orange bell pepper
•	 1 green bell pepper
•	 1 inch section ginger (minced)
•	 1/2 pound mushrooms (I used shiitake)
•	 1 teaspoon curry paste (optional) (to sub 

add 1/4 teaspoon curry powder, ¼ teaspoon 
turmeric, 1/8 teaspoon lemongrass paste, 
¼ teaspoon onion powder)

•	 5 leaves romaine lettuce 
•	 5-7 leaves sage (minced)
•	 1 small bunch cilantro (minced)
•	 1/2 cup raisins
•	 1/4 cup pitted kalamata olives
•	 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
•	 1/2 teaspoon paprika
•	 1/4 teaspoon cumin
•	 1/4 teaspoon turmeric
•	 1/4 teaspoon black pepper
•	 1/8 teaspoon allspice
•	 1/4 teaspoon garam masala
•	 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
•	 Salt to taste

Directions:
1. Set the rice to boil in the stock. Follow the 

directions per whatever rice you’re using. 
Set aside once done.

2. Heat a medium sized pan with a little bit of 
oil. Dice the celery and ginger, then add to 
pan and cook until fragrant (2-3 minutes). 
Cut the carrot and bell peppers (your 
preference on size and shape) and add to 
the pan with a little salt. Cook until they 
soften slightly (5-8 minutes). 

3. If you have curry paste, feel free to add that 
in with the vegetables. If not, you can just 
substitute with the spices listed, or omit. If 
added, fry for a few more minutes until the 
spices are fragrant and the vegetables are 
coated evenly (2-3 minutes). 

4. Add the cooked rice and mix in the rest of 
the spices. Let fry until the rice no longer 
sticks together and crisps a little. In the 
meantime, you can prep and cook the 
mushrooms (next step).

5. Heat a small pan or pot with a little olive 
oil. Cut the mushrooms (your preference 
on size and shape) and mince the sage 
leaves. Add both to the small pot or 
pan and fry with a little salt until the 
mushrooms are cooked through and a little 
crispy. Cooking time will vary depending 
on the type of mushrooms you use. Set 
aside when done. 

6. Right before the rice f inishes cooking, 
chop the lettuce (thin strips) and mince 
the cilantro. Cut olives in half lengthwise. 
Set aside. 

7. Turn the heat off on the rice, then add the 
raisins, cilantro and mushrooms. Mix and 
cover with a lid for a minute or two to 
slightly rehydrate the raisins. 

8. Plate the fried rice on a bed of lettuce. 
Sprinkle the halved olives and remaining 
lettuce over top. 

I hope you enjoy making (and eating) this 
slightly different iteration of fried rice! You can 
also fry up some walnuts or sunf lower seeds in 
a little olive oil and black pepper to garnish, or 
serve with a little tzatziki sauce. 

ALICE BILYK / DAILY NEXUS
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Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

Rockfish Everlasting
Pacific ocean rockfish are 

known for their incredible 
variation in lifespan across 
closely related species, 
with some living a paltry 
11 years while others have 
lives that span across two 
or more centuries. Indeed, 
some rockfish are among 
the longest-lived extant 
vertebrates on the planet. 
But why is this the case? 

 A number of researchers 
in the Marine Science 
Institute at UC Santa Barbara 
working in collaboration 
with other scientists from 
UC Berkeley, Washington, 
Alabama, British Columbia 
and Chile have sought to 
uncover the evolutionary 
reason for this.

 By performing genomic 
analyses on 88 different 
species of rockf ish, the 
researchers detected the 
specific genetic drivers for 

longevity in these species 
that promote DNA repair 
and immunity. 

Nakamura Lights the 
LED Way

Shuji Nakamura, a UCSB 
professor of materials science 
and electrical and computer 
engineering, recently won 
the third annual Richard J. 
Goldstein Energy Lecture 
Award from The American 
Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME). 
Nakamura is perhaps best 
known for developing the 
now-ubiquitous blue LED 
technology, famous for its 
energy efficiency. 

In the 1990s, Nakamura 
developed a system to ensure 
the high quality of gallium 
nitride crystals which 
underpin LED technology, 
paving the way for their 
application in everything 
from traffic signals to fairy 
lights.

 The award Nakamura 
is receiving from ASME is 
given to those who have 

pioneered “contributions 
to the frontiers of energy, 
leading to breakthroughs 
in existing technology, 
leading to new applications 
or new areas of engineering 
endeavor, or leading to 
policy initiatives.” This is 
one of numerous accolades 
the professor has received 
in the past decade and a 
half, including others, such 
as the 2014 Nobel Prize 
in Physics and the 2021 
Queen Elizabeth Prize for 
Engineering. 

Pyro Predictions
Devastating wildf ires 

have rocked the North 
American continent this 
year, with mammoth blazes 
in places as far south as 
Arizona and as far north as 
British Columbia. 

In California alone, over 
2.5 million acres have 
burned — the second-most 
on record. UCSB researchers 
Isaac Park and Max Moritz, 
working in collaboration 
with scientists from the 

U.S. Geological Survey and 
The George Washington 
University, recently 
published work examining 
how climate, human activity 
and fire history all interact 
to inf luence the probability 
of fire on a landscape in 
California. 

 They found that 
local climate factors, 
namely fuel dryness 
and availability, along 
with human inf luences, 
such as the presence and 
density of housing, roads, 
electrical infrastructure and 
agriculture, all contribute to 
fire probability. 

In addition, they 
pinpointed how previous 
burn events can serve as 
barriers to subsequent fires 
in some places. 

With these f indings, 
Park, Moritz and their 
collaborators hope to 
provide the public with 
tools to map out the local 
probability of fires across 
the state. 

Looking Back From Campus Point

Anaya Khan
Audrey Moeller
Science Writers

Have you ever heard the 
phrase, “the enemy of my enemy 
is my friend?” In early October, 
researchers Isabel J. Jones, Susanne 
H. Sokolow and Giulio A. De Leo 
from the Marine Science Institute 
at UC Santa Barbara explored the 
benefits of using natural enemies 
as a sustainable method to control 
human infections, detailing their 
findings in a paper published 
in the journal “People and 
Nature.” Future exploration 
in the field may allow for 
the eff icient production 
of vaccines, eradication 
of certain diseases and 
discovery of natural enemies 
that would fight the disease 
on your behalf.

 In fact, your health 
benef its from natural 
enemies all the time. 
Communities of helpful 
microbes on your skin, on 
your mucosa and in your gut 
suppress the proliferation 
of harmful bacteria through 
resource competition and the 
production of antimicrobial 
compounds. Resulting from a 
new wave of clinical trials, some 
natural, enemy-based therapeutics 
have been commercialized, 
such as the use of probiotics 
for salmonella, Clostridium and 
other upper respiratory infections. 
Bacteriophages have also 
received attention as a promising 
alternative to antibiotics for 
multidrug-resistant infections. 

 As pointed out by De Leo, 
a Stanford biology professor 
and theoretical ecologist, 
“the revolutionary progress of 
biotechnology has led us to think 
that there will be a vaccine or 
a cure for any disease.” While 
this has proven certainly true 
in the case of COVID-19, other 
parasitic diseases, such as malaria 
and schistosomiasis still lack cost-
effective vaccines. Chemotherapy 
treatment is also limited and could, 
through repeated usage, lead to 

selection for drug resistance. 
“Targeting parasites, pathogens 

and their wildlife hosts when 
they are in the environment is a 
complementary strategy that has 
so far received limited attention,” 
De Leo said. “Ideally, use of 
natural enemy solutions should 
be integrated in the livelihoods 
of the human population at risk 
so that it can provide multiple 
benefits, from the control of 
infectious diseases of public 
health or veterinary importance, 

to improve nutrition and fight 
against poverty.” 

 In addition to serving as a 
complement to conventional 
medicine, natural enemy solutions 
offer co-benefits for conservation 
and food security. 

Protecting some natural 
enemies could align goals for 
conservation and improving 
human health. In North America 
and Europe, diverse predator 
communities, such as foxes and 
wolves, are associated with 
lower tick infections of Lyme 
disease. Protection of the red 
fox enhances rodent predation 
and, as a result, tick infection 
probability decreases. Restoration 
of wolves indirectly reduces 
rodent populations by decreasing 
the fox and coyote populations 
and even reproductive hosts for 
ticks, such as deer.  

Food security, an ever-
present issue in today’s society, 
can also benefit from natural 
enemy solutions, according to 

the natural enemies article. In 
Vietnam, snail-eating fish are 
stocked in aquaculture facilities 
for biological control against 
fish-borne zoonotic trematodes 
(e.g., Clonorchis sinensis 
and Opisthorchis viverrini). 
The reduction of trematode 
infections in fish leads to greater 
fish survival and marketability, 
thus protecting human health 
and local economies. 

If there is so much potential in 
the research of natural enemies, 

why hasn’t there been an 
outburst of research in the 
field? The lack of investment 
is clarified by De Leo in 
his statement that “natural 
enemy solutions cannot be 
easily patented, and this 
might explain why there 
has been a lack of interest 
— and associated private 
research funds — in this 
direction.” 

Though this may have 
been the case in the 
past, there is hope for 
future endeavors. “The 
development of cost-

effective techniques to engineer 
mosquitoes or snails that are 
immune to infection, such as 
CRISPR-based gene drives, 
is certainly gathering more 
traction from public and 
privately funded research,” De 
Leo said. 

He currently advocates for a 
collaborative approach to the 
experiments, seeking a joint effort 
between multiple agencies and 
donors.

“I personally advocate [for] a 
collaborative approach between 
a range of agencies and donors 
capable of recognizing the 
integrated nature of the complex 
relationship between human 
health, poverty and environmental 
control and willing to support a 
specific ‘leg,’ so to speak, of this 
multi-effort approach,” he said. 

The possibilities of medicinal 
discoveries are endless, and there 
is much to hope for and look 
forward to. It is only a matter of 
time until we see natural enemies 

alongside common medical 
treatments. “Looking ahead,” 
as discussed in the research 
article, “some natural enemy 
solutions could complement 
conventional (chemical drug or 
insecticide-based) strategies to 
curb disease transmission by 
targeting environmental sources 
of infection.”

UCSB Marine Science 
Institute Highlights 

Microbes as Key to Further 
Medical Discovery

What are the stages of vaccine development?
Audrey Moeller
Science Writer

On November 2, the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
was approved for administration 
in an age-appropriate dosage 
for children aged 5-11. With 
this recent milestone, many of 
us have been wondering what 
the vaccine development and 
approval processes entail. Here 
we’ll dive into a brief, general 
overview of the stages. 

The vaccine development 
cycle includes an exploratory 
stage, a pre-clinical stage, 

clinical development, 
regulatory review 

and approval, 
manu fac tur ing , 

and quality 
c o n t r o l . 
C l i n ic a l 

development contains three 
phases, the first of which consists 
of small groups receiving a 
trial vaccine. Next, the clinical 
study expands, and the vaccine 
is distributed to people sharing 
characteristics found in the 
intended vaccine population 
(e.g., age and physical condition). 
In Phase III, the vaccine is 
administered to thousands of 
people and tested for efficacy. 
Usually, there is an additional 
Phase IV consisting of ongoing 
studies after the vaccine has 
been approved and licensed. 

 The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) Center 
for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research (CBER) regulates all 
vaccine products within the U.S. 
Vaccine sponsors must follow a 
comprehensive approval process, 
which includes an Investigational 
New Drug application, pre-
licensure vaccine trials, a 
Biologics License Application, 
inspection of the manufacturing 
facility, a presentation of findings 
to the FDA’s Vaccines and Related 
Biological Products Advisory 
Committee and product labeling 

tests. If a formal approval is 
granted, the FDA continues 

to monitor production 
activities through periodic 

facility inspections and 
safety testing in each 

vaccine lot. The 
Vaccine Adverse 

Event Reporting System analyzes 
information from reports of 
side effects from U.S.-licensed 
vaccines. 

 In an effort to vaccinate 
populations as soon as possible, 
Pf izer-BioNTech, Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson’s 
Janssen vaccines were all issued 
Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) in December 2020. Under 
an EUA, the FDA may allow 
the distribution of unapproved 
medical products to prevent, 
diagnose or treat disease when 
alternatives are lacking. 

Once a manufacturer submits 
an EUA request, the FDA must 
determine that the known and 
potential benefits outweigh the 
known and potential risks of 
the vaccine. COVID-19 vaccine 
EUA requests are submitted to 
the FDA based on Phase III 
trial analysis or interim analysis 
— analysis before the end of 
a trial once data has met the 
predetermined success mark. 
The EUA submission must 
include all safety data from 
Phases I and II, and Phase III 
data must show that at least half 
of fully vaccinated participants 
receive at least two months of 
follow-up reporting. Within 
the Phase III safety database, 
over 3,000 fully vaccinated 
participants must be followed 
for serious side effects for at least 
one month. 

What are the stages of vaccine development?
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Some natural enemy solutions 

could complement conventional 

(chemical drug or insecticide-

based) strategies to curb disease 

transmission by targeting 

environmental sources of 

infection.

Giulio A. De Leo

Left: Probiotics have recently been researched as a therapeutic natural 
enemy solution for salmonella. Above: Another example of a natural 
enemy solution is observed in how protection of the red fox population 
subsequently increases the predation of rodents, which reduces the 
probability of tick infections. 

Courtesy of US Fish and Wildlife Service

Courtesy of National Institutes of Health
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The Signs as Things That Give Me 
IndigestionPolitical Hobbyism: America’s Favorite Pastime

Bryan Byrne
Staff Writer

In late September, I joined 
a crowd of excited fans as 
we funneled into Nationals 
Park to witness the annual 
congressional baseball game. 
It was lawmakers pitted 
against each other, Democrats 
versus Republicans, in a 
grudge match for press 
coverage and bragging rights. 
Oh, and to raise money for 
charity, of course.

The spectacle did not 
fail to astonish. These far-
from-professional players 
in far-from-peak athletic 
condition botched plays and 
strained their hamstrings in 
the same stadium where the 
Washington Nationals would 
play the Boston Red Sox 
one week later. The whole 
thing was streamed live on 
C-SPAN, complete with 
replays and commentary 
that cycled between 
sports coverage and 
political analysis. The 

camera would 
cut from a 

congressman with no good 
reason to ever step foot on a 
professional sports field over 
to Nancy Pelosi in the stands, 
animatedly talking on the 
phone in the midst of some 
apparent political deal.

The bleachers were filled 
with congressional staffers, 
interns and self-professed 
political geeks cracking jokes 
and cheering in the spirit of 
the sporting event. Runners 
stole bases at will, prompting 
ironic chants of “stop the steal” 
that reverberated through the 
crowd. Any hit to the outfield 
had a likely chance of being 
an inside-the-park home run 
due to the subpar fielding 
skills of Congress.

President Joe Biden trotted 
out in a surprise appearance at 
the top of the second inning. 
He planted himself in the 
dugout, shoulder to shoulder 
with his Democrat team, until 

he walked over to the 
Republican side and 
was promptly booed 

by rival fans in 
fitting sports team 
fashion.

Sitting there in the stands, I 
was repeatedly struck by the 
sheer absurdity of the display. 
Here I was, cheering at the 
top of my lungs for a 60-year-
old congressman to steal 
home as fast as his varicose 
calves could carry him while 
other equally unf it non-
athletes tripped over each 
other — “Bad News Bears” 
style — in a pitiful effort to 
throw him out. I must admit, 
it was incredibly entertaining.

The sense of amusement, 
however, was accompanied 
by an unmistakable tinge 
of guilt. I couldn’t help 
but feel that the game was 
somehow counterproductive, 
that the pageantry was 
distracting from something 
more important. Then I 
remembered a book I read a 
while back, and my cognitive 
dissonance suddenly had a 
clear source. I was a “political 
hobbyist.”

The term “political 
hobbyism” was coined by 
political scientist Eitan Hersh 
in his book “Politics is for 

Power.” Hersh defines the 
phenomenon as the act 
of keeping up with 

politics as a form 
of entertainment 
rather than as 
a vehicle for 
meaningful change. 
To the hobbyist, 

following the 
news is a purely 
i n t e l l e c t u a l 
e x e r c i s e 
r e m o v e d 
from tangible 

consequences. 
Hobbyism is often 

inadvertent. Many political 

hobbyists feel passionately 
about a particular issue and 
truly wish to bring about 
real change. They scour 
mountains of articles, engage 
in spirited — sometimes 
heated — discussions and 
post social media updates 
when something notable 
happens. Hobbyists often 
feel satisf ied by staying 
engaged and contributing to 
the conversation. However, 
this does more to ease their 
consciences than it does to 
produce actual results. 

There is a disconnect 
between the behavior of the 
hobbyist and the ultimate 
objective of politics. The goal 
of politics is not thought-
provoking philosophical 
arguments about theoretical 
issues; the goal is to pass 
legislation that will better the 
lives of American citizens. If 
your words never materialize 
into concrete action, you’re 
engaging in hobbyism.

Political hobbyism stands 
in direct contrast to political 
activism, the true means of 
change. The activist rallies 
people around a common 
goal and organizes them into 
voting blocs, thus amplifying 
their voice in the electoral 
process. In this manner, a 
community can lobby for the 
action they hope to see from 
their government. The activist 
actively amasses power, while 
the hobbyist passively talks 
about it.

Hobbyists, Hersh argues, 
contribute to a distorted 
political landscape that 
values empty gestures over 
substantial action. When 
large swaths of American 

citizens skim the news for 
headlines about the latest 
drama on the Hill, politicians 
recognize they will be 
rewarded for f lashy displays of 
political theater. Provocative 
soundbites are the currency 
of the modern news cycle, 
which incentivizes posturing, 
grandstanding and virtue 
signalling, and thus detracts 
from Washington’s essential 
function: legislating.

At face value, the 
congressional baseball game 
is nothing more than a fun 
way to raise money for charity. 
The competition is relatively 
good-natured, and winning or 
losing is ultimately irrelevant 
to the bigger picture. At 
the same time, however, 
the game is an extravagant 
display of political hobbyism. 
It divides Congress into two 
literal teams along partisan 
lines and encourages fans to 
root for them not on the basis 
of policy, but for hitting balls 
with bats.

The Congressional baseball 
game removes politics so far 
from policy that it may be 
one of the purest forms of 
political entertainment. The 
game resembles all of the 
least functional aspects of 
our democracy: divisiveness, 
partisanship and performance. 
It offers all of the fanfare 
without any of the substance. 
The game was entertaining, 
but maybe politics shouldn’t 
be entertaining. Maybe it 
should be less sensationalized 
and more pragmatic. Less 
talk, and more walk.

Brian Byrne is a recovering 
political hobbyist trying to 
convert ideas into action.
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Argument in the Office: The Bell vs. The Del
Makenna Stark
Staff Writer

The Indispensible Fast-
Food Chain That Is Taco 
Bell

The everlasting debate over 
Taco Bell and Del Taco is 
one that must continue no 
longer. There is no doubt 
that the Taco Bell menu is 
a cultural phenomenon. Del 
Taco pales in comparison to 
the originality and quality of 
signature Taco Bell items like 
the Crunchwrap Supreme and 
Doritos Locos Tacos.

The greatness of the Taco 
Bell menu is fully encapsulated 
in the Baja Blast: a uniquely 
satisfying f lavor of Mountain 
Dew, available as both a soda 
and a slushie, only at Taco 
Bell. Anyone who has been 
lucky enough to experience 
the Baja Blast can attest to its 
distinctive wonder.

Notably, the Taco Bell menu 
sticks to their brand. Anyone 
who has had the experience 
of realizing Del Taco sells 
cheeseburgers understands the 
pure confusion that follows. 
Such confusion is nonexistent 
with Taco Bell. Even when 
they do experiment with 
new items, Taco Bell ties it 
into the brand seamlessly, as 
they did with the Breakfast 
Crunchwrap.

In addition to their 
unparalleled signature items, 
Taco Bell’s menu offers a slew 
of vegetarian options and 
modif ications. Substituting 
with spicy potatoes or beans 
allows you to have the 
f lavorful Taco Bell experience 
of virtually any menu item 
sans meat.

As a former vegetarian, I can 
attest to the fact that eating 
fast food quickly becomes a 
rather bland experience filled 
with french fries and bean and 
cheese burritos. Fortunately, 

this is not the case with 
Taco Bell. With vegetarian 
substitutions available at no 
extra cost, vegetarians no 
longer have to suffer through 
starch-filled, f lavorless and 
slightly depressing fast-food 
meals.

When it comes to the cost 
comparison, you get the 
quality you deserve with Taco 
Bell given the price. Although 
you may be spending a few 
more cents in comparison to 
Del Taco, the satisfaction you 
gain from the f lavor outweighs 
the extra 40 cents you spend 
on your crunchy taco. 

Not to mention the money 
you save on gas by staying 
local to Santa Barbara in 
comparison to making the 
colossal trek to the nearest 
Del Taco in Ventura. The 
convenience of the Taco Bell 
locations on Fairview Avenue 
and Hollister Avenue — both 
open until midnight —  is 
something Del Taco simply 
does not challenge.

Fast food doesn’t have to be 
dull. Why have a meal that 
just gets the job done when 
you could have a Crunchwrap 
Supreme? Whether you are 
going to the drive-thru late at 
night with friends or stopping 
in for a midday Baja Blast, 
Taco Bell will always be there 
to satisfy your cravings.

Makenna Stark is now longing 
for her classic Taco Bell meal of 
a Crunchwrap Supreme (beans 
instead of beef, no sour cream) 
and a Baja Blast Freeze.

Aaron Wells
Staff Writer

Great, Cheap and Easy 
Meals From Del Taco

The debate between Del 
Taco and Taco Bell can 
easily be answered with the 
following: You’re going to a 
fast-food restaurant and you 

want something simple and 
cheap. Del Taco provides that 
and more when compared to 
Taco Bell, which is mediocre 
and a bit pricey for what you 
get.

You’re not going to these 
fast-food restaurants for an 
authentic Mexican food 
experience, you’re going there 
for a quick and easy meal. Del 
Taco, with its cheaper prices 
and wider variety in menu 
items, is the solution. They 
feature tacos that are less 
than a dollar, combo meals 
that are simple and get the 
job done, and a variety with 
hamburgers, french fries and 
burritos. Del Taco simply has 
more for less.

Del Taco’s tacos are great 
for their price — simple and 
satisfying while satiating that 
craving for a guilty and cheap 
meal. Their red hot sauce bean 
and cheese burritos hit the 
spot for something filling. To 
end the meal, customers have 
the option to get something 

sweet, such as one of their 
vanilla milkshakes.

Taco Bell underwent 
major changes in their menu 
recently, ripping out classic 
meals from their restaurants, 
such as the Mexican Pizza. All 
that’s left is a tiny menu with 
little variety, which while I 
will agree is good for quality 
control, leaves the restaurant 
lacking in terms of bringing 
about opportunities to try 
something new.

On the other hand, Del 
Taco still has a wide variety 
of different options, including 
milkshakes, churros and donut 
bites. Taco Bell desserts are 
limited to Cinnamon Twists, 
Cinnabon Delights and frozen 
fruity drinks. In my opinion, 
the cinnamon desserts are 
disgusting and overpriced. 
Each Cinnabon Delight being 
roughly a dollar each? Not 
worth it.

Del Taco’s burritos and tacos 
are simple and great meals 
with friends for hangouts. 

Fiesta Packs hold two more 
tacos and burritos in them for 
$2 cheaper when compared 
to Taco Bell Party Packs! If 
you’ve got a party of six, you’re 
going to spend a lot more for 
Taco Bell than Del Taco.

I’ll raise a white f lag on the 
argument of location. Sadly, 
there isn’t a single Del Taco 
in all of Santa Barbara county 
— a terrible sin. If Del Taco 
was nearby Isla Vista, I’m sure 
students would f lock to it in 
lieu of Taco Bell. 

Del Taco provides your fast-
food cravings at a cheaper 
price. The great variety and 
simple meals will be more 
than enough to satisfy your 
cravings for quick food; be it 
desserts, burgers or tacos. 

Aaron Wells thinks about how 
this article is all free ad-space 
for these rivaling companies 
but still craves a few Del Taco 
burritos with their red sauce and 
a milkshake.
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