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The resignation of architectural 
consultant Dennis McFadden 
resulted in nationwide attention on 
the construction of Munger Hall — 
a planned 11-story dorm building 
that is poised to host 4,500 students 
and open by Fall Quarter 2025. 

The building — funded by 
billionaire and Berkshire Hathaway 
Vice Chairman Charles Munger 
— is part of the university’s goal 
to address the housing crisis in 
UCSB and Isla Vista. Santa Barbara 
County and community coalition 
Sustainable University Now have 
accused the university of violating 
the Long Range Development 
Plan — a contract stating that the 
university must cap enrollment 
at 25,000 students until 2025 and 
build additional housing — and 
contributing to the housing crisis. 

The building has become the 
center of controversy due to its 
unique design. In his resignation, 
McFadden specif ically cited 
the following issues with the 
architecture of Munger Hall: the 
complete lack of access to the 
outside from inside the building, 
the eight-person living units being 
completely “sealed environments 
with no exterior windows” and 
the complete dependence on 
artificial lighting and mechanical 
ventilation. 

In addition to local papers like 
the Nexus, the Santa Barbara 
Independent and Noozhawk, 
nationwide news outlets like the 
LA Times, The Washington Post, 
The New York Times and many 
other papers began covering 

the construction of the building 
following McFadden’s resignation. 

Munger responded to the 
criticism of the new dormitory in 
an interview with Marketwatch. 

“I think the building will be 
a huge success,” Munger told 
MarketWatch. “If this building fails, 
it will be the first Munger building 
that fails.”

Munger added that he isn’t 
surprised with the criticism given 
his wealth. 

“You’ve got to get used to the 
fact that billionaires aren’t the most 
popular people in our society,” 
he told MarketWatch. “I’d rather 
be a billionaire and not be loved 
by everybody than not have any 
money.”

In response to the interior design 
of Munger Hall heavily relying 
on artificial lighting, Mark Baker, 
University of California alumni 
and founder and president of Soft 
Lights Foundation — an advocacy 
group working to raise awareness 
of the negative consequences to 
LED lights — sent an email to UC 
General Counsel Charles Robinson 
to voice opposition toward this 
design. 

“I was horrified to learn that 
UCSB is moving ahead with 
construction of windowless rooms 
with spatially heterogeneous visual 
radiation from Light Emitting 
Diodes,” Baker said in the statement 
to the Nexus.

In the email, Baker attached 
a list of conditions that cause 
photophobia — the fear of light — 
from light sources, asserting that 
the use of LEDs will put individuals 
with such conditions under 
increased harm. These conditions 
include albinism, anxiety, autism 
spectrum disorders, depression, 

dry eye, glaucoma and more. 
“Punishing UCSB students by 

enclosing them in windowless 
rooms with toxic spatially 
heterogeneous visible radiation 
is legally, ethically and morally 
unacceptable,” Baker said in the 
statement. 

UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada addressed some of the 
criticisms of the building, including 
the lack of natural light since 94% of 
student rooms will not be equipped 
with windows. 

“All of the common areas and 
amenities, including the Great 
Rooms and Kitchens within each 
House, have significant access to 
natural light,” Estrada said in a 

statement to the Nexus. 
“Every room that does not have 

an operable window (and even 
all bedrooms that do) is provided 
with continuous fresh air supply 
at approximately twice the rate 
of building and mechanical code 
minimums. One could argue that 
this may be an improvement in 
air quality as it does not require 
a student to open the window for 
fresh air.” 

Estrada added that the virtual 
windows will have “a programmed 
circadian rhythm control system 
to substantially ref lect the lighting 
levels and color temperature of 
natural daylight.”

Estrada also said that the goal 

of Munger’s architecture is to 
“emphasize the collaborative and 
social interaction between students 
and de-emphasize the use of 
student bedrooms.” 

“In order to achieve these 
goals, the bedrooms are made as 
efficient as possible and the shared 
spaces are significantly enhanced,” 
Estrada said. 

Munger Hall has eight houses 
with eight suites each. Each suite 
has eight single rooms, two gender 
neutral bathrooms, a study area, a 
kitchenette, two refrigerators and 
microwave ovens.  

“Each house provides a Convivial 
Kitchen with multiple cooktops, 
wall ovens and microwaves to 

encourage social interaction among 
students through cooking together 
with housemates,” Estrada said. 

Despite the stated amenities, 
the lack of natural light and 
manufactured air remains a 
concern for many of its critics, so 
much so that the LA Times wrote 
that Munger is “leveraging other 
money — probably most of it from 
taxpayers — to test his crackpot 
theory that students can happily 
live in windowless cubicles despite 
substantial evidence that natural 
light is tied to better mental health, 
sleep and performance.” 

The Nexus will continue 
reporting on the Munger Hall 
development.

Munger Responds to Architecture Criticism, UCSB 
Stands By Design

UCSB Fencing Team Clinches Big West Victory After 
Removing Halloween Barricades in Record Time

Varum Iyer and Sierra Vakili
Staff Fencers

UC SANTA BARBARA --- The UCSB fencing 
team has continued their dominance of the 
Big West region after a record-time barricade 
removal over Halloweekend. The team has been 
on a winning streak all season, right up to their 
final triumph, giving longtime rival Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo quite the fright.

We found the fencing team’s coach — none 
other than UCSB favorite Chancellor Yang 
— beaming with pride on the sidelines. In his 
modesty, the chancellor insisted we refer to him 
as just “Coach Yang” for the day. “I’m just so 
thrilled. I knew our team had it within them, and 
we’ve had just a great crop of rookies this year. 
UC Santa Barbara is known far and wide as a top 
fencing school, with more miles of fence erected 
and deconstructed each year than any other 
school — even Harvard and Stanford! I think our 
fencing team also has the opportunity to feel 
a unique sense of pride for their work. Unlike 
other schools, who construct and deconstruct 
fences as a game or sport, Gaucho fencers have 
the opportunity to contribute to their university 
by fencing those wily freshmen in and making 
sure they can’t escape. Silly freshmen!”

When asked why the fences were erected 
throughout Isla Vista, Coach Yang declared 
that they were put in place to “keep the cops 
from wandering off,” adding later that they are 
“directionally challenged,” “easily distracted” 
and “chase MIPs like a dog after a squirrel, 
which can sometimes lead them as far away as 
Camarillo.” He doubled down on the fencing 
team’s crucial role in keeping police in I.V. for 
Halloween, shedding a single tear as he referred 
to the team as “heroes — fine, young gentlemen.” 

The team’s captain, Holden In-Sayyid, was 
responsible for leading their team to the top of 
the tournament. In-Sayyid spoke with us, still 
breathing heavily and dripping with the sweet 
sweat of victory. “Today has just been absolutely 
exhilarating! There is nothing like the thrill of 

taking down fences faster than your opponent 
can put them up, and it’s even better to win,” 
they said with a smile. “We absolutely owe this 
victory to the university and to Coach Yang. 
UCSB supports their fencing team more than 
any other school, 
with miles and 
miles of practice 
each and every 
year. Even during 
the pandemic, 
while other teams 
rested, UCSB 
gave us the unique 
opportunity to keep 
fencing. It is kind 
of weird that they 
keep insisting that 
we do it around the 
freshman dorms 
though, although 
the varied terrain 
is good practice for 
competitions.”

Following their 
victory, the fencing 
team will go into a 
brief hiatus before 
their spring season 
practices resume 
in January. Next 
season is expected 
to be a particularly 
eventful one, as the 
Gaucho squad is up 
to match the record 
for consecutive 
season victories, 
equaling UC 
Berkeley’s eight-
season domination 
from ’35 to ’46 (with a 
three-year gap for the war). 

Varun Iyer and Sierra Vakili are trying out for 
the fencing team next year.

#FreeIV — End the Halloween Police 
Occupation Now.

Taylor Clark
Staff Writer

A specter is haunting Isla Vista — the specter 
of police occupation.

It is self-evident that Halloween is one of 
the most popular holidays of the year, and with 
good reason. Halloween is, by its very nature, 

an opportunity for 
people to escape the 
stress and mundanity 
of modern life — a 
time when people 
are temporarily 
encouraged to take 
on a new identity and 
granted free license 
to whisk themselves 
away from the banal 
horror of midterms 
or their 9 to 5, 
cloaking themselves 
in a persona of 
their choosing. 
It’s a holiday for 
candy, friends, late 
nights, spooky 
movies, celebrations, 
dancing, festivals, 
more candy and 
maybe even some 
adult beverages.

Under the right 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,     
H a l l o w e e n 
represents a beautiful 
opportunity for 
building community 
— to unite people 
in solidarity around 
the shitty monotony 
of things like 
homework and low-
wage jobs and to 

unabashedly embrace the abnormal. 
Unfortunately, the only thing residents of I.V. 

were allowed to embrace this year was their couch. 
For the eighth year in a row, we all participated 
in our time-honored tradition of sitting on our 
collective asses through a draconian 6 p.m. noise 
ordinance, waiting impatiently for what should 
have been one of the most exciting weekends of 
the year to simply pass us by. Riveting.

But at least I.V. Foot Patrol Lieutenant John 
Maxwell seemed excited about the holiday 
season. “Right now, it seems like it’s going to be 
a good weekend,” Maxwell said during the Oct. 
14 I.V. Community Network Meeting. 

“I think it’s going to go well; we’re hoping 
for a local event, and a peaceful one,” Maxwell 
continued. I’m not sure if watching “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas” at home in my 
pajamas at 10 p.m. on Halloween night really 
qualifies as an “event,” but at least John enjoyed 
hitting the sack early.

However, what’s been conspicuously missing 
from the discussions of what a “successful” 
Halloween in I.V. looks like are the thoughts and 
voices of the students and residents who actually 
live here. 

The 6 p.m. festival ordinance isn’t exactly 
something we voted for; rather, it was enacted by 
the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors, 
a body that wields near-total control over I.V.-
related issues but whose constituency is primarily 
based outside of the community. We also didn’t 
ask police officers from across the UC system to 
come and crash in I.V. for the weekend — that was 
Lieutenant Maxwell’s call. Nor did we exactly 
beg Chancellor Yang to use our tuition dollars 
to put fences up around student housing across 
campus and I.V. Nevertheless, we’re expected to 
live with it.

Simply put, university and county policy 
around Halloween weekend has historically been 
formulated and implemented in a profoundly 
undemocratic way. 

Continued on pg. 14
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“I wish that I could take pain meds, but all 
of my pain is emotional.”

Regeneration: Environmentalist Paul Hawken 
Restores Hope on the UCSB Campus

Mariam Bagdady
Reporter

Paul Hawken, an environmentalist 
and entrepreneur, spoke about the 
climate crisis, sustainability and 
how to pioneer a life dedicated 
to restoring the Earth during the 
Oct. 20 UC Santa Barbara Arts 
& Lectures event “Regeneration: 
Ending the Climate Crisis in One 
Generation.” 

Hawken — alongside UCSB 
moderators professor Sarah 
Anderson of the Bren School 
of Environmental Science & 
Management and assistant professor 
Liz Carlisle from the environmental 
science program — dedicated the 
lecture to expanding on his book 
“Regeneration: Ending the Climate 
Crisis in One Generation,” as well as 
redefining sustainability. 

The lecture was one of many 
features from the UCSB Arts & 
Lectures “Creating Hope” campaign, 
which aims to “strengthen human 
connection, promote emotional 
well-being, joy and compassion, and 
envision positive change” within the 
UCSB community.

Hawken began the lecture 
by expanding on the term 
“regeneration,” which he defined 
as a “radical new approach to the 
climate crisis, one that weaves 
justice, climate, biodiversity … into 
a seamless tapestry of action … that 
can end the climate crisis in one 
generation.” 

“Regeneration today is being used 
a lot, today, more and more; and 
what I mean by regeneration is 
pretty much the center of bringing 
the Earth back to life,” Hawken 
said. “What we can all see if we 
are aware, listen, watch, is that 
regenerative road. We can see the 

end of it. I think we can all stop 
heading in the wrong direction and 
do a 180 and head for regeneration.”

With an emphasis on the 
importance of beginning Earth’s 
restoration process now, Hawken 
called the current generation 
the reason for an imminent 
“fundamental shift.” 

“If you’re 18, 19, 20 years old, 
the Earth was stolen from you. If 
you’re going to school right now, I 
think what you need is skills and 
understanding that you can give 
back to the world and make a real 
difference in the world,” Hawken 
emphasized. 

Prior to the Q&A portion of the 
event, Hawken stopped to ask the 
audience how they plan to heal the 
Earth. 

“What are we doing now? Had 
we imagined a world that isn’t 
stealing the future, but is healing 
the future?” he said. “We have to ask 
ourselves, how could it be that we 
have the greatest crisis civilization 
has ever faced? That is regeneration. 
It’s a question of how we can come 
to a true solution.” 

Anderson and Carlisle, the two 
moderators, then began asking 
Hawken a series of questions. 
Anderson called Hawken’s book a 
“hope for solutions [and a] hope 
for change” and began her first 
question by asking why Hawken 
wrote his book and who the printed 
work was meant to “strike a chord 
with.” 

“Regeneration is about agency, 
it’s about the environment and 
finding out what it is that makes an 
impact,” Hawken said. “It’s a call to 
action … It’s meant to be a resource 
for human beings who really care 
about each other and want to do 
something about it.”

Carlisle continued the 
conversation, highlighting Hawken’s 
decision to sort solutions to the 
climate crisis into nine categories: 
oceans, forests, wilding, land, 
people, the city, food, energy and 
industry.

Hawken said that the categories 
are meant to offer responses to 
the wide array of variables that 
contribute to climate change, both 
individually and systemically. 

“If we don’t look at the root of 
the destruction of the planet, which 
is industry, then we’re … going to 
destroy the world just as easily as 
with coal,” Hawken said. “We get 
solar panels, windmills, and so forth, 
but we need action.” 

Hawken addressed the “people” 
category, explaining that those who 
experience the disproportionate 
effects of the climate crisis are often 
not the people causing it. 

“We’re a part of this beautiful 
fabric of humanity. The people in 
our best cities are actually holding 
the lives of those who are in the 

harshest conditions,” Hawken said.
Hawken made the point that 

women and Indigenous peoples are 
a few of those who get the blunt 
effects of the crisis and it’s why 
“we need to focus on the climate 
movement.”

For Hawkens, the solutions listed 
are ideas of how to restore a world 
that he believes has been stolen by 
“corporations and industries.”

“Every single one of these 
solutions has cascading benefits for 
people in the world in terms of 
health, water, dignified living, soil 
health … we need to look at the 
world in ways that we can actually 
really help,” Hawken said. 

Throughout the rest of the 
moderated discussion, Hawken 
continued to elaborate on the 
impact individual people have 
both on the climate crisis and its 
various solutions, calling humans 
“inseparably connected” to 
environmentalism. 

Hawken said that people need 
to be devoted to “bring[ing] back 

this infinitely complex, beautiful, 
mysterious thing called Earth. It’s 
about bringing back what was 
stolen.” Thus, Hawken continued, 
“What we’re doing here then is a 
requirement. Whether it’s farming, 
clothing, economy systems, 
businesses, we need to work 
together to approach our goal.”

After the Q&A portion, Anderson 
went on to relay a question brought 
up by a UCSB student: “How do we 
work with others who don’t believe 
in it?”

According to Hawken, individuals 
aren’t meant to believe in the climate 
crisis but rather view it as science and 
proven “truth.” As he emphasized 
throughout, the climate crisis is 
more than  questioning whether the 
environment is suffering or not. 

“It is not about fighting for the 
change, it is about changing who 
we are, how we see, what we do 
to generate collective action. It has 
nothing to do with objectifying 
something, it’s about being a 
resource, it’s about regeneration.”

Vista Point: Weekly Goings-on in Isla Vista
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Holly Rusch
University News Editor
Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer
Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: In previous years, 
the Daily Nexus News Team 
published a weekly article entitled, 
“Vista Point: Weekly Goings-on in 
Isla Vista,” which was a summary of 
weekly events within the UC Santa 
Barbara and Isla Vista Communities. 
The 2021-22 Nexus News Team has 
revived this column to keep our 
readers informed of local events and 
happenings. 

IVCSD To Add New Safety 
Station

During the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
(IVCSD)’s Oct. 26 meeting, the 
board of directors discussed a 
request to expand the Isla Vista 
Safety Stations program. The 
board approved the request to 
the I.V. Recreation and Park 
District (IVRPD) in a 5-to-1 vote.

The request sought approval 
for the establishment of a safety 
station in Greek Park. According 
to IVCSD Director Spencer 
Brandt, the staff worked with 
the UCSB UC Police Department 
to evaluate potential locations 
for a new safety station, and 
Greek Park was chosen due to 
its proximity to student and 
family populations as well as  its 
coverage of the northern I.V. area.

In 2017, the IVCSD partnered 
with the IVRPD to create 
the Isla Vista Safety Stations 
program to provide physical 
locations for Community 
Service Organization off icers. 
Two stations have already been 
established: one at Little Acorn 
Park and one at Window to the 
Sea Park.

“This is funded as a priority, 
and we see the need. There are 
a lot of safety needs in I.V. at 
night right now,” IVCSD Director 
Ethan Bertrand said. “It’s a great 

program. It’s been successful. All 
of us have been proud of it.”

I.V. Theater Showings
The I.V. Theater is playing a 

series of showings on Tuesdays 
from Nov. 2 to Nov. 16, free of 
charge at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
The following f ilms will be 
displayed: “The Forever Purge” 
on Nov. 2, “The Hitman’s 
Wife’s Bodyguard” on Nov. 9 
and “Jungle Cruise” on Nov. 16. 
I.V. Theater is also showing the 
following Magic Lantern films 
for $5 per ticket: “Old” on Nov. 
1, “Free Guy” on Nov. 5 and Nov. 
8, and “The Suicide Squad” on 
Nov. 19 and Nov. 22. Finally, a 
late night double feature of “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show” on 
Nov. 5 at midnight will also be 
shown for $5 per ticket.

Associated Students 
During the Oct. 27 Associated 

Senate (A.S.) meeting, the 
senators introduced and passed 
resolutions in support of Student 
Researchers United/United 
Auto Workers (SRU/UAW), 
UC-AFT’s ongoing contract 
negotiations and increasing 
accessibility at UCSB — all 
proposed by On-Campus Senator 
Jessy Gonzalez. 

The resolution in support 
of SRU/UAW urged UCSB to 
recognize the union in its entirety, 

said A.S. affirms its commitment 
to student representation in 
collective bargaining and tasked 
the External Vice President of 
Statewide Affairs (EVPSA) with 
a union recognition campaign. 

The resolution in support of 
UC-AFT urged the UC to meet 
the union’s demands and prove 
its commitment to social justice. 
It also asked the UC to commit to 
educational quality consistency, 
promised to share information 
on how the student body can 
help UC-AFT while working to 
minimize misinformation about 
UC-AFT’s campaign, urged 
students to stand in solidarity 
with UC-AFT and asked the 
EVPSA to circulate a petition on 
behalf of UC-AFT. 

The resolution to increase 
accessibility called for “all 
organizations in relation to 
the Associated Students of the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara to take appropriate 
measures to identify and 
eliminate obstacles and 
barriers to accessibility for 
persons with disabilities.” The 
resolution also called for use 
of live transcriptions during 
online interactions, encouraged 
in-person meetings to take place 
in easily accessible areas,  
encouraged all organizations to 
raise awareness regarding the 
rights of persons with disabilities 
and demanded that the university 
be fully accessible to persons 
with disabilities. 

A.S. will be discussing a newly 
proposed bill opposing the 
construction of Munger Hall 
during their Nov. 2 meeting. The 
Nexus will further report on this 
bill at a later date. 

I.V. Wingstop Opens 
Wingstop, located between 

Starbucks and the Habit on 
Embarcadero Del Norte, 
off icially opened its doors to 
the community. Community 
members can now enjoy 
the aviation-themed chain 
restaurant’s infamous wings, fries 
and more.

Courtesy of UCSB Arts & Lectures
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Community Protests Heavy Police Presence During 
Halloween Weekend 

Holly Rusch
University News Editor

Over 70 UC Santa Barbara 
students and Isla Vista community 
members attended a #FreeIV 
festival on Oct. 30, protesting I.V.’s 
increased police presence during 
Halloween weekend. 

The festival, hosted by a 
coalition of student and local 
organizations, held live music, 
speakers and community artists 
selling local wares. Attendees 
also had the opportunity to speak 
with representatives from the 
progressive organizations of the 
event. 

Originally set to be held at Sea 
Lookout Park beginning at 11 a.m., 
the event was relocated to a nearby 
park on the 67 block of Del Playa 
drive that same morning. Despite 
the last-minute switch, the festival 
still proved successful, according 
to Taylor Clark, third-year political 
science major, Young Democratic 
Socialists of America (YDSA) 
co-chair and #FreeIV organizer. 

“I think it’s a pretty clear 
demonstration that students have 
the capacity to run their own 
community,” Clark said. 

“The whole idea is to 
demonstrate to the county, to the 
university that students have the 
capacity to ‘police themselves’ but 
by police, we really just mean, 
‘keep a safe space for people to 
celebrate the holiday.’” 

For the past eight years, I.V. 
has seen an increase in policing 

and regulation after Halloween 
weekend in 2013, which drew 
crowds of over 10,000 and saw 200 
arrests and 250 citations. 

This year, Isla Vista Foot Patrol 
(IVFP) Lieutenant John Maxwell 
said that the IVFP decided to 
increase staffing for Halloween 
weekend but not on the scale of 
previous years. The UCSB UC 
Police Department (UCPD) was 
upstaffed with police from non-
UCSB UCPD officers, UCSB 
residential halls and apartments 
were fenced in and the Santa 
Ynez and Sierra Madre Villages 
campus apartments had vehicle 
checkpoints. 

Halloween weekend saw zero 
arrests and 17 citations. 

For Noelle, a sophomore at San 
Marcos High School and member 
of the Cops Off Campus SB Youth 
Coalition who declined to give her 
last name for privacy reasons, the 
topic of over-policing is close to 
home. Noelle, alongside classmates 
and other advocates, successfully 
worked to remove the San Marcos 
School Resource Officer (SRO), an 
armed police officer responsible 
for crime prevention at the high 
school. 

After their school board 
unanimously voted to remove the 
position from campus, SROs are 
being removed from all three high 
schools in the district. 

“In my position, I want to try to 
uplift the voices of people who feel 
like they aren’t in a position where 
they feel safe enough to speak out 

[against the SRO]” Noelle said, 
noting that despite community 
backlash, the group “isn’t going 
anywhere.” 

“Our next focus is using the 
money that was previously used 
for the SRO and putting it toward 
mental health resources. Solve 
the root of problems, like, school 
shootings or drug use or mental 
health,” she continued. “That’s 
what we want to try to solve. 
Because having police on campus 
does not protect all students.” 

The event, which was 
organized by YDSA and Food 
Not Bombs, also had a number of 
other organizations — including 
Bonfire Collective, Students 
Against Sexual Assault (SASA), 
El Congreso, Students for Justice 
in Palestine, Eco Vista, Campus 
Democrats, Underground 
Scholars, The Feminist Collective 
and Cops Off Campus — table and 
speak to attendees. 

For Manju Cheenath, a fourth-
year biology major and co-chair of 
SASA, the event’s message aligned 
with her organization’s message. 

“SASA has been doing a lot 
of work with the Clery Act and 
the timely warnings on campus,” 
Cheenath said. “A lot of that work 
involves working with the police 
and kind of noticing how the 
police aren’t always working how 
the students want them to work.” 

“The message of this event is so 
good because we see how it is with 
police on campus and in I.V., and 
SASA is working with a similar 

mission right now.” 
Cristina Guerrero, a fourth-year 

English major and co-chair of 
The Feminist Collective, said that 
#FreeIV’s goal of increasing support 
for removing the police presence in 
I.V. during Halloweekend aligned 
with her organization’s values of 
intersectionality. 

“We are anti-capitalist, anti-
imperialist. We support abolition 
on all fronts, that’s the military, 
the prison industrial complex 
and the police,” she said. “We 
are huge advocates for getting 
cops off of not only campus but 
out of marginalized communities 

[and] low income communities 
because police heavily target those 
communities.” 

Guerrero added that she enjoyed 
the solidarity she felt between the 
organizations attending the event. 

“We’ve gotten a good amount 
of people interested in our work. 
And it’s really nice to see that 
not only orgs we’re [previously] 
collaborated with, others as well, 
kind of come together in support 
of this,” she said. 

For Clark, the event’s success 
showed that students and 
community members had the 
capacity to enjoy Halloween and 

keep one another safe without 
excess policing. 

“I think we’ve accomplished 
our goal of showing that it 
really isn’t necessary to have the 
hyper-militarized police presence 
as present in Isla Vista during 
Halloween,” he said. 

“As a community, we have the 
capacity to put on safe events 
… All of our resources right 
now, through tax dollars through 
tuition, that are being funneled 
into the cops, really are more of 
an anathema to the type of safe 
environment that we’re trying to 
create.” 

County Engages in Mediation With UCSB for Violation of 
Long Range Development Plan

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

As UC Santa Barbara continues to 
contend with its housing crisis, the 
county and university have engaged 
in mediation as the county alleges 
that the university violated the 
Long Range Development Plan — a 
contract stating that the university 
must cap enrollment at 25,000 until 
2025, build more dormitories for the 
additional 5,000 students the UC 
mandated every campus to enroll 
and build 1,800 new units for its 
faculty and staff. 

According to Gina Fischer, 
representative for Third District 
Supervisor Joan Hartmann, “UCSB 
is out of compliance [with] the terms 
of the Long Range Development 
Plan based on their self-reported 
enrollment numbers and has not 
built required housing to keep up 
with their pace of enrollment.” 

Hartmann said that Isla Vista has 
“tremendous overcrowding” when 
asked about how the county has 

been hurt by the university’s violation 
of the Long Range Development 
Plan (LRDP). 

“Because of the huge demand, it 
allows rents to be charged that are 
higher, which means that students 
are having to pay a larger and 
larger share of their income toward 
housing,” Hartmann said. “Many 
of the families in Isla Vista have to 
compete with students who often 
have more income even then.” 

The consequence of this, 
Hartmann said, is that there is “a 
long history of Latinx families who 
really can’t compete [in the housing 
market], and so they’re being 
crowded out [of I.V.] or crowded into 
smaller and smaller units.” 

Hartmann added that students 
are also living outside of I.V. and 
throughout Santa Barbara County 
as a result of the lack of housing in 
I.V., taking up residence in cities like 
Goleta and Santa Barbara. 

“It drives up demand because 
there’s not enough on-campus 
housing for students, faculty and 

staff,” Hartmann said. “And I think 
it’s just the rule of economics: When 
you drive demand, then you drive 
up prices — and that is really hard 
for everybody.”

Fischer pushed back against the 
idea that Santa Barbara City College 
students living in I.V. is a major factor 
in the housing crisis. 

“In some places, there’s a narrative 
that City College students are 
increasing; actually their enrollment 
has declined tremendously over the 
last probably seven years,” Fischer 
said. 

“You can look at UCSB’s 
enrollment [and] you can see the 
incline right … [Its] capacity to 
house more students has slowly 
increased, but I think we might 
be at the breaking point where 
there’s just no more units in I.V. to 
accommodate the demand.” 

Fischer commended UCSB’s effort 
but maintained that the university is 
still in violation of their contract. 

“UCSB, to its credit, has helped 
more students than ever, but it’s 

simply just not enough compared 
to the volume of students they’ve 
accepted,” Fischer said. 

The solution, according to the 
Third District’s Office, is not to 
reduce enrollment, but to increase 
campus housing. 

Over the past summer, Sustainable 
University Now (SUN) — a 
community coalition — also accused 
the university of violating the 
LRDP. Richard Flacks, an emeritus 
sociology professor and chair with 
SUN, said that SUN has been 
monitoring UCSB’s compliance 
with the LRDP. According to Flacks, 
UCSB reached 25,000 students three 
years ago. 

The housing crisis, he said, is 
a combination of multiple factors: 
the university’s violation of the 
LRDP, people working from home 
moving to Santa Barbara County 
and the decreased number of 
students studying abroad due to the 
pandemic. 

“That’s like a perfect storm, isn’t 
it?” Flacks said.  

Flacks emphasized that it’s not 
only the students who are affected 
by the lack of housing, but staff and 
faculty as well. 

“The university plan, as of 10 
years ago, is to build 1,800 plus 
faculty housing units by 2025. And 
again, these have not been fulfilled, 
that goal has not even begun to 
be fulfilled,” Flacks said. “And this 
is part of the mystery, the lack of 
transparency as it is, Why not? 
Why hasn’t there been some real 
development of that goal toward 
that goal?” 

Flacks added that the salaries for 
UC faculty and staff are insufficient 
for the Santa Barbara housing 
market. 

“A lot of faculty, and certainly a 
lot of staff who are paid less than 
the faculty, but faculty are not that 
well paid compared to the housing 
market,” Flacks said. “So a lot of 
people are living in Ventura and 
working [at UCSB], living in North 
County where the prices are lower 
and working [at UCSB]. So they 

have to commute every day, what 
40, 50 minutes, 60 minutes — that’s 
not something that is very desirable.” 

Flacks added that he has sympathy 
for the university, but its lack of 
transparency must be rectified.

“I have a lot of sympathy for 
them in coping with this, but the 
lack of transparency doesn’t help 
us understand and find directions 
that could maybe help solve [the 
housing crisis],” Flacks said. “We’re 
asking for a real timetable which 
is concrete and clear about when 
they’re going to fulfill the pledges 
they’re supposed to be keeping.” 

As a part of fulfilling LRDP, the 
university is currently working on 
creating Munger Hall — a new, 
mostly windowless dormitory 
poised to open in 2025 and host 
around 4,500 students.

The dormitory — funded by 
billionaire Charles Munger — has 
been at the center of controversy 
due to its unique design, boasting 
34 parking spots, two exits and 
primarily windowless rooms. 

The design has a “complete lack 
of access to the outside from inside 
the building, with the eight-person 
living units being completely ‘sealed 
environments with no exterior 
windows’ and completely dependent 
on artificial lighting and mechanical 
ventilation,” according to Dennis 
McFadden, a project architect who 
resigned in protest of the building 
proposal. 

Fischer said that the university’s 
plan to build Munger Hall as a 
solution to the housing crisis will 
leave students at UCSB before 
2025 without much of a solution. 
In addition, Fischer added that the 
university’s timeline is ambitious, 
as UCSB will have to get the 
approval of the California Coastal 
Commission prior to building. 

“The only housing plan [UCSB 
has] communicated to the County 
of Santa Barbara and to the public 
is the Munger Hall property, which 
they assert will house somewhere 
between 4,000 and up to 5,000 
students and even under their very 
ambitious timeline to build and 
complete that project, sometime in 
2025,” Fischer said. 

“This is one of the biggest housing 
projects ever built in America, in 
coastal zone California. So if they 
get that built in five years time, by 
the time it is completed, they will be 
out of compliance.”

The festival, hosted by a coalition of student and local organizations, had live music, speakers and 
community artists selling local wares. 
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The housing crisis has pushed many students out of Isla Vista and into cities like Goleta or Santa Barbara. 
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Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

G o o d  S a m a r i t a n ’s 
emergency shelter project for 
south Santa Barbara County, 
current ly dubbed the El 
Colegio Housing Project, was 
approved by the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors 
in June 2021 as a shelter in Isla 
Vista to address houselessness 
in the community. 

Since its opening, the shelter 
has opened its doors to local 
houseless residents from Isla 
Vista and Goleta. The shelter 
was one solution to address 
houselessness in Isla Vista — a 
phenomenon that more than 
doubled over the course of the 
pandemic. 

As more and more houseless 
residents congregated in the 
UCSB college town in 2020, 
the Isla Vista Recreation 
and Park District (IVRPD) 
began clearing out parks with 
encampments. 

In November 2020, IVRPD 
closed three encampments — 
Camino Corto Open Space, 
Sueño Orchard and Del Sol 
Vernal Pool Reserve — after 
the Santa Barbara County f ire 
marshall declared them as f ire 
hazards. 

In December 2020, IVRPD 
closed the encampment at 
Anisq’Oyo’ Park and gave 
residents the options of 
applying for housing at nearby 
pallet homes, a temporary 
housing site that operated for 
six months at the Isla Vista 
Community Center; moving 
to People’s Park; or leaving 
I.V. 

Finally, in May 2021, IVRPD 
cleared the encampment at 
People’s Park due to the 
park department’s lack of 
f inances, the environmental 
degradation of People’s Park 
and the health risks currently 
posed to houseless residents 
and park visitors. 

The county’s Board of 
Supervisors wil l vote on 
potentially changing the name 
of the El Colegio Project — 
which is currently the only 
county-approved I.V. location 
for I.V. houseless people —  to 
“Hedges House of Hope’’ in 
honor of Father Jon-Stephen 
Hedges ,  a community 
organizer, spir itual leader 
and social justice advocate 
known for his work with the 
houseless community in Isla 
Vista. 

“The shelter … overal l 
has been going quite well,” 
3rd-District Supervisor Joan 

Hartmann said in a statement 
to the Nexus. “It blends in 
nicely with the surrounding 
area and the UCSB and IV 
communities have been very 
supportive of this transitional 
housing project.” 

The shelter is currently 
housing approximately 30 
residents, with a few soon 
exiting the facility to enter 
permanent housing or 
transitioning into sober-living 
rehabilitation. 

The community response to 
the shelter has overall been 
posit ive , with community 
members donating a pool 
table and other goods. 

“The community has 
stepped up to help make it feel 
like a home,” Hartmann said 
in the statement to the Nexus. 

The shelter has a maximum 
capacity of up to 50 beds, 
depending on COVID-19 
protocols, and the facility is 
not open to drop-in services 
or housing. All of the current 
residents of the shelter are 
locals in Isla Vista or Goleta. 

“All of the current residents 
came from encampments in 
Isla Vista or the surrounding 
Goleta area, which was the 
goal of the project — to close 
dangerous encampments, to 
provide safe and dignif ied 
temporary housing, whi le 
re s ident s  i nc rementa l ly 
realign their lives, and get 
documents ready to receive 
housing vouchers, with a 
plan to move into permanent 
housing,” Hartmann said.  

This facility operates as a 
“ low-barrier” shelter, which 
means there aren’t many 
limitations to qualify for the 
shelter, and illegal substance 
use and alcohol use are not 
permitted on site. 

“The goal of the facility is 
to provide a secure and safe 
temporary housing option 
for individuals experiencing 
homelessness where they can 
stabilize their lives through 
the provision of wrap-around 
on-site care to help transition 
them into permanent housing,” 
the press release from June 15 
read. 

The facility is a 20-room, 
dorm-style building with bed 
areas, multiple bathrooms and 
a kitchen and dining area. All 
funding is provided by state 
and federal sources. 

There have been no calls 
for law enforcement since the 
shelter’s opening, and there 
have been no disruptions 
in the neighborhood either, 
according to Hartmann. 

Mark Alfred
Staff Writer 

Mia McIver began teaching as 
a lecturer at UC Irvine in 2010. A 
self-described “freeway flyer,” she 
would also teach classes at Loyola 
Marymount University at 8 a.m., 
speeding through Los Angeles 
traffic to teach classes at UC Irvine 
the same afternoon. 

Mclver described how she 
has dealt with the tribulations of 
working as a lecturer at UC Irvine 
and later UC Los Angeles for over 
a decade. While she was eventually 
hired as a full-time lecturer at 
UCLA, Mclver was unable to 
obtain full-time work for over five 
years at UC Irvine. 

“Every summer, my friends and 
colleagues would come to me, and 
let me know that there had been 
discussions among the program 
leadership, [and] that I might not be 
reappointed the next year,” Mclver 
said. 

“These rumors were vague,” 
she continued. “They seemed 
unjustified, since I thought I was 
doing a pretty good job. And they 
were really scary, because I didn’t 
know what I was going to do if I 
didn’t have a job.” 

According to McIver, the annual 
job uncertainty she faced was the 
result of continual employment as 
a lecturer, not a professor, meaning 
she was kept on short yearly or 
quarterly contracts that were not 
renewed until the last minute.

McIver recalled one incident at 
UCLA where she was set to have 
a performance review that would 
lead to a continuing appointment, 
but academic personnel tried to 
push back and delay it in retaliation 
to her taking parental leave to care 
for her newborn.

“What they were essentially 
telling me was that … I’ve been 
a precarious, extremely contingent 
lecturer for more than a decade, 
and now they were going to 
retaliate against me and basically 
push back my promotion because I 
had had a baby,” she said. “It’s pretty 
incredible. And I have to say, that’s 
the least of it. I have seen gross 
disrespect, marginalization, wage 
theft and advocated to fix all of 
those things.”

Now, McIver is fighting to 
change that system as President of 
the University Council-American 
Federation of Teachers (UC-AFT), 
a union that represents lecturers 
and librarians across all University 
of California campuses. 

After three years of bargaining 
and negotiations with UC 
management yielded little success, 
the UC-AFT is preparing for a 
strike. The union is fighting for 
a stable rehiring process and 
increased compensation amongst 
other demands, and members of 
the union are ready to walk out of 
the classroom until an agreement is 
reached. 

Three years ago, McIver helped 
lead what she called “the largest 
member engagement effort in 
UC-AFT history,” personally 
traveling to every UC campus 
to hold town halls and listening 
sessions. The union conducted 
extensive surveys and obtained data 
from the UC Office of the President 
to create proposals that would 
create their initial bargaining goals. 

“Our demands, our goals, the 
changes are all coming from the 
voices of our members themselves 

— and that’s something that I’m 
really proud of,” McIver said. 

After months of preparation, 
union and UC representatives finally 
met face to face for the first time on 
Apr. 17, 2019, formally beginning 
negotiations. Since then, the two 
parties have discussed 48 economic 
and non-economic articles and side 
letters, but the crux of negotiations 
centered around workload, pay and 
job stability.

“Throughout our discussions 
regarding a new contract over 
the course of two and a half 
years, we have worked to meet 
the concerns raised by the union, 
including on their priority issues 
of compensation, job stability, 
and workload,” UC Office of the 
President spokesperson Ryan King 
said in a statement to the Nexus 
regarding negotiations with the 
union. 

On Jan. 31, 2020, the UC lecturers’ 
contract expired, and they have 
been working without one ever 
since while continuing negotiations 
— partially over Zoom — until June 
15, 2021.

As a result of the previous 26 
months of negotiations, tentative 
agreements have been made on 28 
of the 48 issues brought forth by the 
union. However, the UC’s proposal 
to raise the bottom wage scale 
by 5% with raises averaging 1.2% 
beginning in 2022 was rejected by 
the union, with UC-AFT members 
arguing that these raises won’t keep 
track with inflation. In addition, 
Mclver claimed that the UC’s 
proposals on workload amount to 
almost nothing.

“We don’t consider their workload 
proposal to really be a serious effort 
to address the problems that we’ve 
identified for them.”

UCSB lecturer Branden Adams 
described the two-year ordeal in 
an informational picket where 
students and faculty alike marched 
in support of better compensation 
and job security for lecturers. 

“The contract campaign has 
been going on for two years. I’m a 
first-time trade unionist, so I think 
that two years is a long-ass time. It 
feels like a long time to resolve a set 
of very simple issues,” Adams said. 

The union submitted its final 
offer to the university on May 25, 
2021. At the same time, members 
of the union were given the 
opportunity to vote on whether 
or not to authorize a strike. This 
vote ultimately passed with an 
overwhelming 96% of members in 
favor of authorizing a strike. 

“This vote does not mean 
UC-AFT will go on strike 
immediately, but rather that UC 
lecturers have placed trust in their 
democratically-elected colleagues 
on the negotiating team to call 
a legal, protected strike if UC 
management fails to adequately 
address the problems lecturers have 
laid out,” the union stated in a June 
2 press release on their website.

Presently, the UC and the union 
have entered into an impasse, 
which is a government-mandated 
mediation and fact-finding process 
on both sides. Legally, the union 
cannot strike over any contract-
related negotiations — which 
includes issues like salary and 
job stability — until the impasse 
process concludes, which can take 
anywhere from a few months to 
half a year, according to sources 
within the union. 

However, members of union 

leadership are currently weighing 
whether or not to call a strike 
over unfair labor practices alleged 
against the UC system, according 
to Bill Quirk, executive director 
of UC-AFT. This potential strike, 
known as an Unfair Labor Practice 
(ULP) strike, would not be subject 
to impasse proceedings and thus 
could be called as soon as union 
leadership desires. 

Quirk said that “moving and 
teaching online is more work,” 
and that in return, lecturers were 
due work offset or some form 
of compensation contractually. 
Quirk claimed that not only had 
the university failed to provide 
compensation to lecturers for 
their extra workload during the 
pandemic, but that the university 
refused to even negotiate with the 
union on this issue in violation of 
their contract. 

Quirk believes the overall 
mistreatment of lecturers across 
the board will encourage union 
members to rally behind an unfair 
labor practice strike. 

“The way they treat us at one 
bargaining table is inseparable 
from the way they treat us at 
other bargaining tables. I think 
that concept is what … will move 
people from our contract campaign 
to a ULP strike. They treat us like 
shit. They don’t negotiate when 
they have a legal obligation to. 
Therefore I’m willing to strike over 
this stuff that we can legally strike 
over now,” he said.

According to McIver, the union 
currently has approximately 
six unfair labor practice charges 
against the UC pending before 
the California Public Employment 
Relations Board. She declined to 
state whether the union would hold 
another authorization vote before 
any ULP strike. 

The union has drawn the support 
of Santa Barbara Mayor and UCSB 
alumna Cathy Murillo, who 
marched with lecturers in support 
of contract changes during their 
two-day, UC-wide Oct. 13 and 
14 informational picket, in which 
lecturers educated students about 
the realities of their positions. 

“I come from a union family,” 
Murillo said “My grandmother 
unionized her shop under the 
International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union. All of our 
prosperity was built on her toil as a 
unionized worker. I used to work at 
KCSB Radio and got to know the 
labor unions on campus.” 

Murillo attended the picket to 
bring attention to the lecturers’ 
cause. 

“Being mayor gives me political 
power, and I like to share it with 
people and causes that need it. 
My presence draws some attention 
to their struggle. The broader 
community can lend support too, 
as I’m sure we are all trying to make 
a decent salary, pay rent, enjoy good 
medical care and retire with some 
dignity,” Murillo said. 

In an email to the Nexus, Murillo 
encouraged lecturers and students 
to keep up the fight. 

“The message is, ‘Keep Fighting.’ 
To UC I say, please reward these 
hard-working employees with a 
good salary and job security. To the 
students I would say, the next time 
you see a demonstration on campus, 
take five minutes to stop and ask, 
‘Hey what are you protesting? 
What are your issues?’ Even a show 
of interest is heartening for workers 

fighting for a good labor contract.”
Other California politicians have 

lent their support to the strike: 12 
California assemblymembers wrote 
a letter to UC President Michael V. 
Drake on Oct 19, imploring him to 
approve a new contract for lecturers 
that addresses the union’s concerns. 
California State Senator Monique 
Limón — who represents all of Santa 
Barbara and over half of Ventura in 
the State Senate — also lent her 
support to the UC’s lecturers. 

“I have been following this issue 
closely, and I am supportive of fair 
contracts for all UC employees, 
including lecturers,” she wrote 
in an email to the Nexus. “For 
almost eleven years, I worked on 
the UCSB campus and witnessed 
firsthand the value that lecturers 
bring to the classroom and the 
impact they carry on the academic 
life of students. It is my sincere hope 
there is a resolution soon, especially 
given the unprecedented times and 
hybrid learning.” 

In the days before the union’s 
informational picket, UC 
management sent a new contract 
proposal, which they claimed in a 
statement to the Nexus “will increase 
salaries, strengthen job stability, and 
provide greater professional support 
by addressing workload issues and 
instituting a broader professional 
review system.” 

“All bargaining unit faculty will 
receive 3% salary increases 60 
days from contract ratification 
and annual salary increases of 
3% thereafter for the term of the 
contract.” 

Additionally, lecturers would 
switch to three-year reappointment 
terms after their third year, and 
the university promised “a more 
transparent and fair assessment of 
workload assignments, including 
posting workload policies on 
campus websites.”

The union largely disagrees with 
this proposal. 

Quirk tore into the offer in a 
bargaining update to lecturers on 
Oct 19. 

“There are 12 outstanding contract 
articles, including our top priorities 
workload and compensation, that 
are important for a fair contract and 
on which UCOP has offered little 
to no movement since we declared 
impasse in May,” Quirk wrote in the 
update. “There are also bad faith 
defects in management’s bargaining 
tactics that are preventing us from 
reaching agreement.” 

According to Quirk, the 
university attempted to strongarm 
the union by demanding that they 
accept the offer by 5 p.m. on Oct. 
15 or forgo a $500 signing bonus 
for all eligible employees. McIver 
added that it wasn’t ultimately up 
to union leadership to approve an 
offer anyway, stating, “It’ll be our 
members who tell us, does this 
proposal meet their needs?”

While McIver acknowledged that 
she was encouraged by proposed 
improvements in job stability, she 
claimed the offer was intended to 
undermine their pickets.

“That proposal came on the eve 
of the informational pickets that 
lecturers conducted on Oct. 13 
and 14 on all campuses, and so, 
to my mind, was a blatant effort 
to suppress participation in those 
informational pickets,” McIver said. 

The union will attend a public 
faculty bargaining session for Nov. 10 
on Zoom, where they will continue 
talks with UC management. 

“I’ll say that President Drake is 
not telling us that the university 
can’t pay us more. They’re telling 
us that they don’t want to pay us 
more. And at a time when the 
UC has received more than $2 
billion in federal COVID relief and 
historic 5% increase in permanent 
ongoing funding from the state, 
and President Drake has just raised 
students’ tuition. We think that there 
is a serious responsibility on the part 
of the administration to make sure 
that those revenues that are making 
our university incredibly, incredibly 
prosperous, that they go to support 
direct classroom instruction and 
they go to further the educational 
mission of the university.” Mcliver 
said.

“We are ready to sign a fair deal, 
and we are calling strenuously on 
President Drake’s negotiators to 
bargain in good faith and to send 
us a proposal that we can live with.”

University of California Lecturers Prepare To Strike
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Students Celebrate Halloween in Local 
Sanctioned Programming

Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara and local 
governmental organizations, 
including the Isla Vista 
Recreation and Park District 
and the Isla Vista Community 
Services District, put on 
sanctioned events for students 
to take part in during 
Halloween weekend. 

I.V. Theater Showings
The I.V. Theater is playing a 

series of showings on Tuesdays 
from Nov. 2 to Nov. 16, free 
of charge. The following 
f ilms will be displayed on the 
following days at 7 p.m. and 10 
p.m.: “The Forever Purge” on 
Nov. 2, “The Hitman’s Wife’s 
Bodyguard” on Nov. 9 and 
“Jungle Cruise” on Nov. 16. 
I.V. Theater is also showing 
the following Magic Lantern 
f ilms for $5 per ticket: “Old” 
on Nov. 1, “Free Guy” on 
Nov. 5 and Nov. 8, and “The 
Suicide Squad” on Nov. 19 
and Nov. 22; all showings will 
be held at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Finally, a late-night double 
feature of “The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show” on Nov. 5 at 
midnight will also be shown 
for $5 per ticket. 

UCSB Recreation Center 
The Recreation Center 

hosted Hallowheels on Oct. 
29 from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
where participants skated, 
listened to the disc jockey, 
watched movies, ate pizza, 
joined a silent disco, made 
s’mores, decorated masks, 
painted pumpkins and more. 

Student Organizations 
The Salsa, Bachata and 

Kizomba club hosted its 
fourth annual Halloween 
Dance Spooktacular on Oct. 
30 from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at 
the University Center Hub. 
Activities included a costume 
contest, performances and 
dance lessons. 

Associated Students 
The Associated Students 

Program Board held its annual 
Delirium event on Oct. 30 
beginning at 8 p.m. at Storke 
Plaza. This year’s Delirium 
was headlined by Denzel 
Curry and featured Doechii. 

I.V. Community Services 
District 

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD) 
created a $10,000 grant 
prog ram for  loca l 
organizations putting on 
Halloween events to use in 
their programming. The Isla 
Vista Food Cooperative, the 
St. George Youth Center 
and the Associated Students 
External Vice President for 
Local Af fairs used IVCSD 
funding to sponsor a costume 
contest, pumpkin carving and 
Haunt the Loop, respectively. 

Asumi Shuda and Atmika Iyer 
contributed to this article.

UC Santa Barbara and local governmental organizations held sanctioned events 
for students to take part in during Halloween weekend.

SHUJUN JIN / DAILY NEXUS 

MEIRU HAN / DAILY NEXUS 

MEIRU HAN / DAILY NEXUS 

MEIRU HAN / DAILY NEXUS 

The Recreation Center hosted Hallowheels on Oct. 29, where participants skated, listened to the 
disc jockey, watched movies, ate pizza, joined a silent disco, made s’mores, decorated masks, 
painted pumpkins and more.
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The Isla Vista Food Cooperative, the St. George Youth Center and the Associated Students 
External Vice President for Local Affairs used IVCSD funding to sponsor a costume contest, 
pumpkin carving and Haunt the Loop, respectively.
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UCSB Students Advocate for Campus Grocery Shuttle
Kyra Schimpf
Staff Writer 

A group of UC Santa Barbara 
students are gathering student 
input in order to advocate for 
the creation of a grocery shuttle 
which would serve students 
living on campus, in Isla Vista 
and in Goleta.  

Amongst the grocery shuttle 
advocates are third-year 
communication majors Romi 
Benasuly and Lian Benasuly 
and fourth-year communication 
majors Rudy Butts, Nathan 
Cherenzia and Jonathan French. 

The group of students came 
up with the idea while taking the 
community engagement course 
of Walid Af if i, a professor in 
the communication department. 
According to UCSB’s GOLD 
website, his course asks students 
to develop a campaign or project 
that will make a positive impact 
on the community. 

“What we do is we need 
to identify an issue in the 
community and then implement 
a project to create structural 
change,” Benasuly said. “And 
I wanted to implement some 
kind of grocery system because 
I don’t have a car and I have to 
rely on my friends to drive in 
Isla Vista. So, I thought it would 
be cool to implement something 
like this.”

The project is currently in a 
research phase, and the group 
is reaching out to other schools 
that have successfully created 
campus grocery shuttles.

“What we want to do is have a 

UCSB-only grocery shuttle that 
would pick up students, ideally 
in Isla Vista but also in areas on 
campus where students might 
not have as many meal plans, 
like freshmen, or those in San 
Rafael housing,” Benasuly said. 

“We’re still doing research to 
know for sure which grocery 
stores, but it would just take 
them straight there instead of 
having to use the bus route 
which makes a lot of stops. 
This would only be for UCSB 
students, so hopefully, students 
will feel safe and people will be 
encouraged to actually use the 
shuttle.”

The shuttle is planned to cover 
a series of pick-up and drop-off 
spots; currently, the group is 
considering picking up students 
at the following locations: the 
intersection of Sabado and 
Camino Corto, the intersection 
of Pasado and Camino 
Pescadero, the intersection of 
Pardall and Embarcadero Del 
Norte, the intersection of Picasso 
and Camino Pescadero and the 
intersection of El Colegio and 
Camino Del Sur. 

According to current plans, 
the shuttle will stop at the 
following grocery stores: 
Albertsons, Costco, Ralphs, 
Trader Joe’s, Smart and Final, 
Sprouts Farmers Market, Vons, 
Target and Indo China Market. 
Trader Joe’s was the fan-favorite 
amongst those surveyed, 
according to Benasuly. 

“Trader Joe’s is, by far, in our 
survey what most people have 
indicated that they’d like to stop 
at,” Benasuly said.

According to the students’ 
current plan, the bus will run 
on Sundays. The students would 
like for the project to be funded 
by UCSB’s Associated Students 
(A.S.) or the Financial Advisory 
Board, which helps manage the 
funds of A.S. Advocates of the 
shuttle hope that it will be free 
for UCSB students and faculty.

“After we’ve collected all 
the data and worked out the 
logistics and things like that, it 
would be funded by Associated 
Students or the Financial 
Advisory Board,” Benasuly said. 
“And then we would see how 
the pilot program goes. If it’s 
successful, then we would want 
the state to provide funding for 

it.” 
The prospective program is 

still in its initial planning phase, 
and the project’s group is still 
looking for insight into student 
perspectives on a grocery shuttle 
service. Benasuly is asking for 
further student input, and those 
interested can provide feedback 
by f illing out an online survey. 

“[We want to] f ind out 
which students are we going 
to be targeting for the grocery 
shuttle,” Benasuly said. “We 
currently have an assumption 
that it’s mostly going to be 
second and third years that live 
off campus in Isla Vista, but we 
want to verify that assumption 
through this survey.”

Isla Vista Halloween Passes With No 
Halloween-Related Arrests

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

D u r i n g  H a l l owe e n 
weekend, between Oct. 29 
and Oct. 31, the Isla Vista 
Foot Patrol handed out 17 
citations — 13 of which were 
traf f ic related and four of 
which were alcohol related, 
according to a press release 
f rom the Santa Barbara 
Sherif f ’s Of f ice. Though two 
people were arrested during 
the span of those three 
days, both arrests were for 
outstanding warrants and 
were not related to Halloween 
partying. 

Over the course of 
Halloween weekend, the UC 
Santa Barbara and Isla Vista 
communities see an increase 
in policing and regulation 
as a result of previous 
Halloween weekends, which 
drew crowds greater than 
10,000. Cr ime stat ist ics 
and at tendance numbers 
for the annual weekend 
have decl ined drast ica l ly 
since 2013, which saw over 
200 arrests and nearly 250 
citations. 

On Oct. 29, there were two 
arrests, nine citations and two 
incident reports. On Oct. 30, 
there were zero arrests, eight 
citations and zero incident 
reports. On Oct. 31, there 
were no arrests, citations or 
incident reports. 

In a statement to the Nexus, 
Isla Vista Foot Patrol ’s (IVFP) 
Community Resource Deputy 
Justin Schroeder said that 
none of the citations from 
Friday to Sunday were related 
to violations of the festival 
ordinance — an ordinance 
issued every Hal loween 
prohibiting loud music being 
played at residences from 6 
p.m. to 7 a.m.

Schroeder added that IVFP 
did not shut down any parties 
during the weekend, but it did 
educate some residents who 
were unaware of the festival 
ordinance and playing loud 

music. 
The press release called 

Halloween weekend in Isla 
Vista “uneventful.” 

Schroeder sa id that 
Halloween 2021 in Isla Vista 
was similar to Halloween 
2020 in activity levels. 

“This year was a lmost 
exactly the same as last 
year. From talking to people 
over the past few weeks, it 
sounds like almost everyone 
in I.V. does their Halloween 
parties the weekend before 
and then goes back home 
or heads downtown for the 
actual Halloween weekend,” 
Schroeder said in a statement 
to the Nexus. “The haunted 
house that I.V. parks did was 
very well attended and I think 
the UCSB concert had 2,800 
people, so residents were 
def initely taking advantage 
of the provided activities.” 

On Saturday, many student 
organizations gathered near 
Sea Lookout Park to gather 
in a festival style and to 
protest against the heavy 
law enforcement presence 
— which includes IVFP, the 
UCSB Police Department and 
other UC campus of f icers. 
The event featured several 
campus organizations, people 
selling earrings, stickers and 
clothes and some speakers. 

Schroeder a lso thanked 
residents for par tak ing 
in small gather ings and 
a t t end i n g  s a nc t ione d 
Halloween events. 

“Really our only comment 
would be to thank everyone 
for keeping Halloween a 
local and safe event. There 
were a number of small house 
gatherings that looked fun, 
but no large out of control 
parties so that was great,” 
Schroeder said. “I was also 
excited to see so many people 
at the sanctioned events 
instead of the mega parties 
like in years past. We were 
able to drastically reduce our 
staf f ing levels from previous 
years also so that was great.” 
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 UCSB Hosts Eighth Día de los Muertos Celebration
Nisha Malley
Asst. News Editor

Over 300 UC Santa 
Barbara students, faculty 
and community members 
celebrated Día de los Muertos 
on Nov. 2 with food, music 
and cultural performances 
outdoors by the Student 
Resource Building. 

A coalition of organizations 
collaborated on the event, 
including the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP), 
Latinx UCSB Networking 
Association (L.U.N.A.), 
the UCSB Department of 
Chicana/o Studies and 
Undocumented Student 
Services. 

Student organizations 
Marginalized Groups United 
for Justice, Education, and 
Representation (M.U.J.E.R.), 
the Phi Iota Alpha fraternity 
and La Escuelita also worked 
on the event and were each 
provided with a table to set up 
an altar.

The annual holiday, 
which originated in Mexico 
and is observed across 
Latin and Central America, 
pays reverence to the dead 
through hosting festivities 
and arranging elaborate altars 
with f lowers, photographs, 
food offerings and decoration.

Organizers served tamales, 
sweet bread rolls called 
“conchas,” salad, Mexican 
hot chocolate and churros. 
The event showcased music, 
an arts and crafts table, 
performances from Salsa, 
Bachata and Kizomba and   
Raices de Mi Tierra dance 
clubs and drag queen Kandy 
Apple — a f ifth-year art major 
named Apolinar de Jesus. 
A silent auction of art and 
jewelry was also held, with all 
proceeds contributing to the 
Dream Scholar Fund.

The event began with 
a ceremonial blessing led 
by Teotl Goitia from the 
Resistencia Mexicayotl 
Chalchiuhtlicue, an Aztec 
dance group based in Ventura, 
California. Students joined in 
a large circle and faced the 
four cardinal directions of 
north, south, east and west to 
honor their deceased elders, 
children, men and women, 
respectively.

“They gave us knowledge, 
and they gave us love. Let’s 
not let that die with us,” Goitia 
said.

Afterwards, students offered 
the names of passed on loved 
ones to the crowd, which 
was met with an aff irming 
“presente” in recognition of 
their life and as a way to 
“bring them here [and] feel 
their spirit,” according to 
Goitia.

Xiomara Lopez, EOP 
counselor and coordinator for 
the Chicanx/Latinx Cultural 
Resource Center, described 
the importance of continuing 
these cultural traditions and 
providing community and 
representation for Latinx 
students on campus.

“My favorite thing is 
seeing the students come 
out and have their culture 
be represented and for them 
to feel visible on campus. 
The event is beautiful, but I 
think more so the feeling that 
students get of, ‘I’m eating 
food that I recognize’ or ‘I’m 

participating in the event, 
calling out the name of my 
loved one in the blessing,’” 
Lopez said.

Third-year political science 
major and Phi Iota Alpha 
fraternity member Anthony 
Agama helped coordinate 
funding for the event. He 
described how the university’s 
version of Día de los Muertos 
reminded him of his family’s 
celebration.

“My mom would actually 
make an altar when I was 
growing up, so the altar would 
take days on days to make. My 
mom would sew each f lower 
individually and make designs 
out of it,” Agama said. “It’s a 
really good way to remember 
who your ancestors were 
because my mom has a candle 
for every single dead relative 
that she had candles out for 
when she was a young girl.”

He also emphasized how 
“empowering” it felt to share 
this cultural experience with 
fellow students, especially 
as his hometown of Orange 
County felt “not diverse at 
all.” Agama added that 
spontaneously dancing 
alongside his fellow attendees 
at the event with “so many 
dif ferent people from 
different cultures” was an 
incredibly “unique,” collective 
experience. 

“It feels really nice to see not 
only a group of people that 
do celebrate something I do, 
but an actual institution like 
the SRB [Student Resource 
Building] — something 
formally hegemonic — 
recognize like a little portion 
of your existence.”

Lizbet Alvarez, third-year 
Chicana/o studies and Spanish 
double major and member 
of M.U.J.E.R., expressed her 
gratitude for the event.

“I am really happy because I 
have never seen anything like 
this on campus before ... It 
was like a little piece of home 
here,” Alvarez said.

This marks the eighth 
celebration of Día de los 
Muertos at UCSB, which 
began in 2014 when a group 
of Latinx faculty members 
founded L.U.N.A. and started 
the tradition. 

Viviana Marsano, UCSB’s 
director of civic and 
community engagement, Isla 
Vista liaison, and senior advisor 
to campus organizations, said 
the community response 
has been “phenomenal.” She 
emphasized the value that 
the event has in providing 
education to the broader 
community and in allowing 
for an inclusive exchange of 
cultures.

“One year, we had the 
Muslim Student Association 
[attend], and they did their 
version of their altars. So, it’s 
a great way to get everybody 
involved and learning about 
each other’s culture,” Marsano 
said.

Moving forward, Lopez said 
the organizers hope to secure 
greater funding for future Día 
de Los Muertos celebrations 
as the Latinx community 
continues to grow on campus. 

“I hope that [administrators] 
can see the value of this event, 
so that other departments, 
student affairs could possibly 
think about contributing,” 
Lopez said. 

JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS 

JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS JOSHUA YEPEZ MARTINEZ / DAILY NEXUS 



Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

Associate professor of global 
Afro-diaspora studies at Michigan 
State University Yomaira Figueroa-
Vásquez discussed how Black 
diasporic communities throughout 
the Atlantic are impacted by 
histories of oppression during her 
lecture, “Intimacies to Apocalypso: 
Decolonial Feminism & Archipelagic 
Relationalities” — an event hosted by 
the UC Santa Barbara MultiCultural 
Center on Oct. 28.

Figueroa-Vásquez is a Puerto 
Rican native and was raised in 
Hoboken, New Jersey. As a first-
generation high school and college 
student, she spent her college 
undergraduate years at Rutgers 
University.

During her graduate years at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
Figueroa-Vásquez said she faced 
situations where she was confronted 
about her identity as a Black Puerto-
Rican native.

“After class, one of my classmates 
[called] me outside. He said, 
‘That Puerto-Rican shit, you’re in 

California now, so you’re just Black 
here,’” she said when describing 
an interaction after a classroom 
introduction. “And so I was like, 
‘Oh, this is really interesting.’ Now 
I’ve moved across the coast and I’m 
being interpreted in a very different 
way.”

This experience, Figueroa-
Vásquez said, helped her perceive 
the way people track their cultural 
differences across geographic 
spaces, which inspired her work in 
comparative literature and culture.

Figueroa-Vásquez’s novel, 
“Decolonizing Diasporas: Radical 
Mappings of Afro-Atlantic 
Literature,” examines how 
dictatorships affect the intimate lives 
of people and the impacts of being 
a witness to oppressive violence. 
She also looks through forms of 
dispossessed cultures in the form of 
language, customs and spiritualities, 
as well as how communities may 
seek reparations and envision the 
future for themselves.

She explores these concepts 
through analyzing the works 
of diasporic artists and writers 
like Nelly Rosario, Michelle Cliff 

and Ernesto Quiñonez and how 
they offer new perspectives on 
dismantling preexisting beliefs about 
modern colonialism when read in 
relation to one another. 

Throughout her study, Figueroa-
Vásquez maps similarities within 
the forms of oppression between 
Spanish-speaking Afro-Atlantic 
communities, like Equatorial 
Guinea, Puerto Rico, Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic. She noted that 
diasporic forms of art provide a 
foundation for building a resistance 
through creating coalitions. 

“Once you begin to see the 
linkages between your struggles, 
there’s no undoing the possibilities 
for liberation and the possibilities 
for coalition building that you 
can have,” Figueroa-Vásquez 
said. In creating coalitions, she 
emphasized the importance in 
finding companionship not only 
with individuals within one’s own 
community but also with others 
who have gone through similar 
experiences. 

“I’m talking about the kind of 
radical policies that were emerging 
in the ’60s where Black female, 

Indigenous, Asian women and 
women [who] could call themselves 
third-world women came together 
to figure out forms of solidarity to 
try and learn each other’s history, 
and figure out how we can replace 
the lies about each other with actual 
facts about each other, and figure 
out how they can aid each other 
right in the struggle.”

She starts her book with a 
chapter on intimacy, tracking how 
dictatorships and occupations 
in Equatorial Guinea can dictate 
the intimate lives of individuals 
and focusing on how Black 
women defied conformity within 
these regions by exploring sexual 
autonomy, especially those in 
LGBTQ communities.

These women, according to 
Figueroa-Vásquez, found a source of 
freedom through sexual liberation, 
going against the grain of a 
heteronormative patriarchy.

“[The women] were oftentimes 
engaging in acts that would make 
them defy the kind of norms that 
were set for these Black women and 
girls, who were supposed to have 
these very limited lives,” she said. 

“Autonomy helped as a developer 
… to create a different option for 
living beyond the confines of [the 
patriarchal] community.”

The next chapter, about 
witnessing, examines how one 
can be a faithful witness for their 
communities facing oppression. 

“[Witnessing] is a practice that we 
have seen since time immemorial 
within Black and Indigineous 
communities, folks who have faced 
violence, who have been able to  see 
the structures of violence and step 
in the fray from one another and 
to witness both the tragedies and 
the trials in these communities,” 
she said.

She said it is important to 
recognize that communities 
are linked together in their 
struggles, and her chapter about 
dispossession explores the histories 
of displacement and how they can 
impact their futures.

“It’s not just the land, but also of 
our languages, our customs, our 
spirituality, our cosmologies — all 
these different practices that we’ve 
been torn away from,” she said. “We 
actually need to begin to think about 

our histories as very much future by 
these forms of dispossession and 
these forms of displacement.”

White colonial worldviews may 
attempt to dictate what is and is 
not important in a culture’s history, 
according to Figueroa-Vásquez, and 
that is reflected by the displacement 
of traditional rituals.

Figueroa-Vásquez says that part of 
seeking reparations includes finding 
ways to keep a culture’s practices 
and traditions alive, explaining 
that repairing the relationship 
between an individual and their 
ancestral history is a “reparation of 
imagination,” as opposed to material 
reparations. 

“These rituals not only bring in 
Black ancestors but [also] African 
worldviews; they actually do away 
with colonial logics and insist that 
Black lives matter in the past,” she 
said. “[Black lives] are loved in the 
present, as you’re seeing which 
were songs, your ancestors and 
that those ancestors are necessary 
and necessary components of the 
future.”

“You need them to move forward, 
they open the path for you.”
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On-Campus Bike Thefts Increase From Previous Years
Stella Jia
Data Writer
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

UC Santa Barbara returned with 
its annual increase of on-campus bike 
thefts this fall quarter with the most 
bike thefts in the last three years. 

During the first month of fall 
quarter, there were 76 reported bike 
thefts on campus in the first 30 days 
after move-in weekend on Sept. 19. 
This is an 85% increase in bike thefts 
from the 41 bike thefts in the first 30 
days from 2019’s move-in weekend 

and 347% from the 17 bike thefts in 
2020.

UC Police Department (UCPD) 
Lieutenant Dan Wilson said one 
possible reason for the increase of 
bike thefts is an increase in crimes of 
opportunity due to two new classes 
of students entering campus in 
person for the first time this quarter. 

Given the popularity of biking on 
campus, Wilson said that individuals 
affiliated and unaffiliated with UCSB 
may be involved in these thefts, 
including people who reside outside 
of Santa Barbara County. 

Isla Vista Foot Patrol (IVFP) 

Community Resource Deputy 
Sheriff Justin Schroeder said that 
there are two periods of the year 
with the most bike thefts: move-in 
and move-out.

“One period is now, with the start 
of the school year which is attributed 
to a lot of new students unfamiliar 
with the area and not properly 
locking bikes. Then the other period 
is towards the end of the year when 
move-out is going on,” Schroeder 
said.

While the move-in period results 
in bike thefts increasing due to more 
crimes of opportunity from students 

not properly locking bikes, bike thefts 
in the move-out period are more 
organized. 

“The move-out period usually 
deals with more organized-type 
crimes where they’re cutting the 
locks. Each year we catch people 
with pickup trucks full of bicycles. 
They pose as property managers 
saying they’re just clearing out the 
bike racks because all the students 
have moved out, but they haven’t 
yet,” Schroeder said.

Senior Lead Student Mechanic 
at the Associated Students Bike 
Shop Gianna Pineda, a fourth-year 

psychological and brain sciences 
and communication double major, 
said that, oftentimes, only parts of 
bicycles are stolen.

“The most common of the repairs 
is a wheel replacement, which 
means replacing the wheel, rim strip, 
tire and tube. This repair can be 
anywhere from $70 to $150. This 
happens frequently when someone 
steals the front or rear wheel of a bike 
and leaves only the frame,” Pineda 
said.

Wilson stated that the Community 
Service Organization’s (CSO) bike 
registration program is the best way 

for students to get their stolen bike 
returned.

The CSO’s bike registration 
program gives serial numbers to 
bikes allowing them to be tracked. 
Thus, with each bike having its own 
serial number, UCPD can easily 
return stolen bikes to their owners. 

The CSO also has a Summer 
Storage program where students can 
sign up to store their bikes in a secure 
location to prevent it from being 
stolen.

Wilson also said that UCPD is 
working with stakeholders to create 
more prevention methods aimed 
toward bike theft reduction. One 
method involves looking at the 
environment and opportunities that 
cause people to steal, which may 
include dim lighting and hidden bike 
rack locations. 

According to Wilson, Santa 
Catalina Residence Hall is an 
example of their prevention work in 
action. Santa Catalina has bike racks 
located in front of Portola, which is 
both a well-lit area and easily open 
to the public eye, thus preventing 
crimes of opportunity.

From Sept. 19 to Oct. 18, San 
Joaquin Villages had the highest 
number of bike thefts with 11 
reported bike thefts, followed by 
Anacapa Residence Hall with seven 
reported bike thefts. Santa Catalina 
had five reported thefts and Portola 
Dining Commons had two reported 
thefts during that same time period.

Associate Professor Discusses Decolonial Feminism, 
Archipelagic Relationalities at MCC Event
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SPORTSCarson Wentz stays in his shaky 
form, tossing an interception 

while getting pulled down from 
inside his own 5-yard line, en 

route to another Colts loss.

Armchair QB
Randazzo’s leading performance landed the Gaucho men 
in third place as a team. Portland State took home first 
place, while the Gauchos’ rivals, the Cal Poly Mustangs, 
edged them out for second with a narrow 5-point lead.  

UCSB Athletics

Abagail Monti
Staff Writer

Cross country, one of the 
hardest yet most underrated D1 
sports at UC Santa Barbara, had 
a great weekend at the Big West 
Championships, with the men’s 
team taking first overall. Five 
of the nine competing Gauchos 
placed in the top 15, helping 
the men’s team take their first 
conference win since 2015.

The Gauchos traveled to UC 
Davis on Friday, Oct. 29, to 
compete against 10 other colleges 
for the conference title. Held on 
the grassy hills of the Wildhorse 
Golf Club, the women faced a 6K 
course and the men an 8K course.

A great deal of credit goes to 
fifth-year Nick Randazzo, who 
finished second overall for the 
second straight year with a time 
of 23:43.5. For those unfamiliar 
with kilometers, Randazzo 
averaged an impressive 4:46 mile 
for nearly five miles. 

“Everything came together for 
us when it mattered,” Randazzo 
said. “It’s fulfilling to see the 
results of our dedication, and we 
are all excited to finish the rest of 
the season strong.”

Fifth-year Brian Schulz crossed 
the line in fifth, followed closely 
by sophomore Zachary Parker in 
sixth. The true story comes from 
fifth-year Jarett Chinn and senior 
Brandon Cobian, who placed 
12th and 13th, respectively; 
Chinn brought the team from 
third to first as he moved from 
22nd into 12th all within the last 
2k loop. 

The men’s performance 
dethroned rival team Cal Poly, 
who holds 14 of the last 17 Big 
West Conference titles. The win 
was also significant for new cross 
country coach Shayla Houlihan, 
who coached the Gauchos into 
conference-winning shape within 
just eight weeks of joining UCSB. 
This is her first conference title.

Women’s cross country also 
competed last Friday, taking 
seventh overall. Leading the 
women’s team was sophomore 
Sarah Auther, who crossed the 
line in 30th with a time of 22:06.6. 
Out of the nine women to travel, 
six were underclassmen. The 
2020 season was cancelled due 
to COVID-19 protocols, meaning 
this was many of the athletes’ 
first shot at racing collegiate 
cross country. 

“We came into this race kind of 
as underdogs because we lost two 
of our girls in the top seven and 
have a super young team,” Auther 
said. “We were all just super 
thankful to be able to compete 
at all this year but are definitely 
looking forward to the future 
of the team as we gain more 
experience.” 

In just two weeks, both the 
men’s and women’s teams will 
compete in the NCAA West 
Regional Championships in 
Sacramento, Calif.

Cross Country Weekend Race Capped Off With Success

Aamir Rehman
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara runner 
Nick Randazzo set a new 
course record at the Santa 
Clara Bronco Invitational on 
Oct. 16, winning the race by 
16 seconds in a dominant 
performance.

The previous record for 
the 8K course had stood 
since 2014, set by David 
Perry of the University of 
Portland in the West Coast 
Conference Championships. 
Randazzo shaved one second 
of f Perry’s seven-year record 
to run the fastest time ever 
achieved for the course: 
23:24.2.

“All of us were a little 
surprised just how fast it 
was,” said Zachary Parker, 
a standout second-year 
competing in his f irst season 
of cross country with the 
Gauchos. “We all expected 
him to run something like 
that. We knew he was super 
f it the last couple weeks. We 
expected it, but it was still 
really, really, fast.”

The race, hosted by 
Santa Clara University, 
boasted strong competition, 
with Randazzo’s leading 
performance landing the 

Gaucho men in third place 
as a team. Portland State 
took home f irst place, while 
the Gauchos’ rivals, the Cal 
Poly Mustangs, edged them 
out for second with a narrow 
5-point lead.  

The result represents an 
all-time best over 8K for 
Randazzo and brings him to 
his second win of the season; 
he previously took home the 
individual title at the UC 
Davis Stump Invitational 
earlier this fall.

Randazzo’s win displays 
a progression from his 2019 
performance at the Bronco 
Invitational, where he placed 
second to Utah Valley’s 
Kevin Lynch. 

“It kind of took me by 
surprise,” Randazzo said 
on learning he had set the 
course record. “That wasn’t 
even on my radar going into 
it. But I think it’s pretty 
cool def initely, because it’s a 
course that we go to a lot as 
a team, so we get to see a lot 
of compared times and how 
we stack up. A lot of people 
run the course, so it’s pretty 
cool that I can say I have the 
fastest time.” 

The f i f th-year Gaucho 
is competing in his f inal 
season of collegiate cross 

country, and his stel lar 
performance has his coach 
looking toward his future. 
Shayla Houlihan, previously 
a coach for Under Armour’s 
elite professional running 
group Dark Sky Distance 
and now in her f irst season  
coaching the Gauchos, 
explained what Randazzo’s 
course record entails for him 
moving forward.

“It means a lot. It’s huge. 
Especially since that course 
record was a long-standing 
record,” Houlihan said. 
“There were a lot of really 
good men in that race when 
it was previously broken. So 
seeing now that that’s the 
trajectory he’s on, mixing it 
up possibly with men that 
are running professionally 
now on professional teams 
with contracts, I’m thinking 
big picture for him.”

Randazzo’s performance 
earned him his seventh Big 
West Cross Country Athlete 
of the Week Award, the 
conference announced on 
Tuesday. 

Randazzo and the rest of 
the Gauchos will be looking 
to take home the upcoming 
Big West Conference 
Championship t it le on 
Friday, Oct. 29, at UC Davis.

Gaucho Sets New Cross 
Country Course Record

Ultimate Fighting 
Championship 267 Card

Luke Zimmerman
Staff Writer

This past weekend, the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
returned to the sandy shores of 
Fight Island for the first time 
since January of this year to 
put on another amazing card of 
fights.

The Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) 267 
featured a headline bout between 
reigning light heavyweight 
champion Jan Błachowicz 
and division stalwart Glover 
Teixeira. Teixeira withstood the 
champion’s legendary Polish 
power and secured the rear-
naked choke victory in the 
second round to claim UFC 
gold at the ripe old age of 42.

The co-main event of 
the evening saw former 
bantamweight champion Petr 
Yan take on surging contender 
Cory Sandhagen for an interim 
title. After dropping the first 
two rounds to Sandhagen, 
Yan rallied and turned up the 
pressure to shift the fight in his 
favor and ultimately claim the 
unanimous decision victory. In 
doing so, the RCC Academy 
standout solidified a title 
unification bout against current 
undisputed champion Aljamain 
Sterling for later next year.

Dagestani lightweight Islam 
Makhachev staked his claim 
at the 155-pound title with a 
l ightning-quick submission 
victory over Dan Hooker just 
minutes into the first round.

Russ i an  heav y we ight 
Alexander Volkov found himself 
back in the win column after a 
convincing unanimous decision 
over fellow divisional top-10 
fighter Marcin Tybura.

The Chechen hype train of 
welterweight, super-prospect 
Khamzat Chimaev picked up 
even more steam this weekend 
as “Borz” put on a dominant 
display of grappling that 
ended in his opponent, Li 
Jingliang, being choked into 
unconsciousness toward the end 
of the first round.

Light heavyweight contender 
Magomed Ankalaev opened up 
the main card with a shutout 
unanimous decision over 
Swiss knockout artist Volkan 
Oezdemir.

The prelims offered eight 
more crowd-pleasing events 
to start the evening, with 
several up-and-comers earning 

impressive victories in front of 
an energetic Abu Dhabi crowd.

Brazilian strawweight Amanda 
Ribas weathered some early 
adversity in her match against 
Virna Jandiroba to snatch a 
decision win.

Zubaira Tukhugov narrowly 
edged out Brazilian featherweight 
Ricardo Ramos in a back-and-
forth nail-biter of a split decision.

Russian middleweight Albert 
Duraev defended his undefeated 
record against countryman 
Roman Kopylov with a 
straightforward, unanimous 
decision win.

In the evening’s lone bit of 
controversy, Elizeu Zaleski 
dos Santos brutally battered 
Frenchman Benoit Saint-Denis 
in a welterweight tilt that 
commentators demanded to be 
stopped following the second 
round. Referee Vyacheslav 
Kiselev’s indecisiveness allowed 
for a visibly shaken Saint-Denis 
to see the beginning of the third 
round, despite the uncomfortable 
amount of damage inflicted on 
him in the closing minutes of the 
second.

The card’s third light 
heavyweight clash had Polish 
prospect Michal Oleksiejczuk 
knocking out minor favorite 
Shamil Gamzatov in the first 
round for a tidy upset.

Featherweight  Lerone 
Murphy remained undefeated 
with a vicious knee knockout 
of Makwan Amirkhani just 15 
seconds into the second round.

Middleweight and “The 
Ultimate Fighter” season-29 
veteran Andre Petroski put on 
an imposing display of grappling 
control that ended with a third-
round submission victory over 
his opponent Hu Yaozong.

Flyweight Tagir Ulanbekov 
outlasted and overpowered the 
dangerous submission game of 
his opponent Allan Nascimento 
to clinch a close split-decision 
win in the first bout of the night.

Overall, UFC 267 proved to be 
another exciting trip to the shores 
of Fight Island, UAE. Watch 
out for next week when the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
makes another historic trip to 
the Big Apple for UFC 268, live 
at Madison Square Garden!
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Rohan Solanki
Charlie Munger’s FWB

Last week, architect Dennis 
McFadden made national news 
after quitting the Munger 

Hall project. While his public 
statement cited concerns with 
the building’s design and its lack 
of ventilation and sunlight, we 
at Nexustentialism have it on 
good authority that McFadden 
resigned due to the fact that 
Charles Munger’s head shape 
is just too damn weird.

“That head is not 
architecturally sound,” 
McFadden lamented. “He 
looks like an egg, like a hard-
boiled Humpty Dumpty. I 
was baking a cake and an 
egg rolled off the counter and 
cracked on the f loor, and I 
have similar concerns with 
Munger’s head rolling off 
his body. How can I expect 
good architectural plans from 

someone whose head could 
become a stale quiche at any 
moment? Mmmm, quiches...”

But how did such an oddly 
shaped man defy augury and 
natural selection? Well, like all 
of nature’s cruelest mistakes, 
there is a backstory. Munger’s 
father, desperate to have a child 
of his own, shaped a vague 
humanoid out of Play-Doh 
and wished upon a shooting 
star that it could become a 
real boy. Unfortunately for 
all of us, it worked. Due to 
the peculiar nature of his 
conception, Munger has had 
to deal with people’s remarks 
on the similarities between 
him and Pinocchio for all of 
his life. Munger dislikes the 

comparison however, pointing 
out that he and Pinocchio are 
nothing alike, as he sold his 
conscience for a whopping $5 
in 1974.

Although he legally is 
a real person, his abnormal 
conception, along with his 
very advanced age, has led to 
many cosmetics problems over 
the years, as we learned from 
Joan Campano, his recently 
fired makeup artist. “I’ve never 

had to work so hard in my 
life just for them to remain so 
fucking ugly. One day when 
he was 97, his various facial 
features began to fall off of his 
face. It got so bad that we had 
to buy a Mr. Potato Head set 
and replace his nose and ears 
with Mr. Potato Head’s. I’m 
glad I’m talking to you about 
this, my therapist said it would 
help.”

So, as you complain about 

the inhumane design, protest 
on the corruption of the UC 
Board of Regents and feel 
unheard by an institution that’s 
forcing you into crippling debt, 
just remember that Charles 
Munger has had to look like 
Charles Munger for 97 years 
and counting. It doesn’t get 
worse than that. 

Rohan Solanki is in a silly, goofy 
mood.

Last week, architect Dennis 
McFadden made national news 
after quitting the Munger 
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Charli D’Mungrio
Charlie Munger’s Illegitimate Sister

Ninety-seven-year-old billionaire and 
future Pixar villain Charles Munger recently 
announced his plans for UCSB’s newest torture 
device — a massive, mostly windowless box that 
is planned to be the future home of 4,500 lucky 
students! 

Some, however, are not pleased with the 
prospect of living inside Munger’s Box™ and 
have made their issues with the project widely 
known. In order to appease the public and 
let students know of the benefits of living 
in the prison, Munger has reached out to 
Nexustentialism for an interview. 

“I don’t know why people are complaining,” 
Munger stated. “Imagine seeing 4,500 people 
daily. I haven’t seen anyone in weeks. The last 
person I talked to was Philip Zimbardo. Now 
there’s a guy who knows how to handle college 
students!” 

In order to encourage students that the Box™ 
is liveable and, in fact, a luxury, Munger has 
revealed a few key changes to our team at 
Nexustentialism.

“Originally we were going to bottle the 
oxygen and sell it. I got the idea from ‘The 

Lorax.’ That movie is my guide on how I do 
business. But after all the complaints, I thought 
that we’d throw the people a bone. Do students 
deserve oxygen? No. What have they done? But 
I’ll satisfy their pathetic greed and give it to 
them.”

Munger even told us about an awesome 
feature of the rooms that students will need to 
use daily. 

“We’ve also decided to include a section of 
every room that is a dedicated ‘crying corner.’ 
We’ve even provided bottles for students to 
store their delicious, scrumptious tears in. We 
will be collecting them for … research … yes, 
um, research.” 

After a long period of silence, Munger 
continued. 

“Furthermore, we’ve added posters of these 
so-called ‘windows’ to physiologically trick the 
students into believing that they’re there.”

When asked about the building’s concerning 
shortage of windows, Munger asked us to 
define the term.  

“Windows? In all honesty, I don’t know what 
those are.”

Charli D’Mungrio has more training as an architect 
than Charlie Munger.

Heartwarming — Billionaire 
Charles Munger Agrees To Provide 
Oxygen for New Dorm Residence

Architect Pulls Out of Munger 
Hall Project After Allegations That 

Munger’s Head “Just Shaped Wrong”

Mungry for More? Munger Hall Unveils 
New “Ortega II” Dining Commons

Varun Iyer
Charlie Munger’s Illegitimate Son

UC SANTA BARBARA — In a press release, 
Charles T. Munger, First of His Name, Sponsor 
of the Building and Grand Residence-Hall 
Dictator for All Eternity, proclaimed that He 
had listened carefully to student feedback 
and devised a solution for students’ primary 
concerns. After intense scrutiny and review, His 
Holiness announced that He would give the 
people what they wanted: Ortega II. 

When asked, He revealed that He had taken 
careful notice of how much the students just 
loved the Ortega Dining Commons — how 
fondly they spoke of it and how frequently they 
visited. Wanting only to be loved, His High 
Chieftainship just knew that He had to include 
such beauty and adoration in His grand new 
plan.

When we asked how exactly one goes about 
building a sequel to the highly celebrated 
Ortega, His Grand Majesty described His plan: 
“IN THE BEGINNING, THERE SHALL BE 
NOTHING. THENCE, I SHALL SPEAK INTO 
EXISTENCE A DINING HALL LIKE NO 
OTHER THAT HAS BEEN SEEN. IT SHALL 
BE DERIVED FROM THE SHEER BEAUTY 

AND CULINARY ACHIEVEMENT OF 
ORTEGA DINING COMMONS AND DRAW 
SOME THEMES FROM THE KITCHEN IN 
“THE SHINING,” LIKE THE EMPHASIS ON 
CANNED FOODS AND PSYCHOSIS. AND 
OH YEAH, WE’RE DEFINITELY GOING 
TO DO A DEMONIC MURAL OF SOME 
GREEK TRAGEDY.”

Students are excited to eat at the new dining 
hall. One student, Jeanice (who only gave their 
first name out of fear of retaliation), trembled 
(with joy, surely) as they said that they were “ j-j-
just th-thrilled to get the chance-the chance to 
relive Ortega all over again! I-I-I guess- I guess 
I’m just Mungry for More!” they said with a 
smile-like motion on their face.

His Voluptuous Forehead has already 
announced a much-anticipated grand opening 
menu for the dining commons in order to build 
up hype. Some highlights include the classic 
Ortega Slop (with a twist, or so we are told), 
Meat cube and Water (an innovative take on the 
classic gazpacho and an excellent, thought-out. 
plant-based option). Like all other students, this 
reporter awaits eagerly, mungry (munger-y?) for 
more.

Varun Iyer can’t wait to try the new slop.

SIERRA VAKILI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Yiu-On Li  
Staff Writer
Kyra Schimpf
Reporter

Wingstop held its soft opening in Isla Vista on 
Friday. Located at 888 Embarcadero del Norte, 
between The Habit Burger Grill and Starbucks, it 
marks the introduction of, so far, the only dedicated 
chicken wing restaurant in I.V.

“Expanding our presence in Isla Vista was the 
next logical step for us as Wingstop continues to 
grow in popularity within the market,” Gail Hill, 
a f ield marketing manager for Wingstop, said in 
a statement to the Nexus. “The restaurant itself 
is located in an area with a strong community 
presence; where students, individuals and families 
alike live, work and play.”

About a dozen people, mostly students, waited 
in line for the opening. The f irst person in line was 
Nick Tomlin, a second-year political science major 
at UC Santa Barbara.

“I’m a big proponent of Wingstop superiority,” 
Tomlin said, chuckling. “I will be visiting here 
religiously.”

The food appeared not to contradict his beliefs.
“The food’s amazing,” Tomlin said. “I got what I 

expected, and it’s just very fulf illing.”
Amaya Zabalza, a third-year sociology major, 

was impressed with the speed of the service. Like 
Tomlin, she expressed a loyalty to Wingstop.

“I used to drive to Ventura my freshman year to 
go to Wingstop,” she said. Now, “it’s kind of nice 
that it’s only f ive minutes away.”

Hannah Horenstein, a second-year economics 
and accounting and communication double major, 
shared Tomlin and Zabalza’s positivity.

“It smells absolutely amazing,” she said of her 
order. “And I know it’s gonna taste better than it 
smells.”

“I think this is gonna be a very popular spot,” 
she added.

In attendance as well was Charlie Walz, the 
director of business development at PopID. PopID 
is a service which uses facial recognition for 
payments; Wingstop in I.V. is an adopter.

“I will be here quite often,” Walz said. “I only eat 
where they take PopPay in this town. So having a 
new wing place is amazing.”

As for what Wingstop brings to I.V., Tomlin, the 
customer who was f irst in line, had a simple answer.

“You go to a pizza place — they have wings, 
but it’s a pizza place,” he said. “Now we have 
Wingstop.”

Wingstop Swoops Into Isla Vista

Melvin Ventura
Reporter

While the month of October is typically known 
for marking the beginning of the fall season 
and celebrating Halloween, it is also Filipino 
American History Month. As the month came to 
a close, I thought the best way to celebrate it was 
with the Philippines’ favorite purple yam: ube! 
Known for its vibrant purple color, ube is a type of 
starchy tuber vegetable that is originally from the 
Philippines. It has a very rich, earthy and nutty 
f lavor with a subtle sweetness that makes it a very 
popular ingredient in many Filipino desserts, such 
as ice cream and pastries. The most popular form 
of ube is known as ube halaya, a jam made from 
boiling and mashing the purple yam. You can f ind 
ube halaya or any other form of ube at any local 
Filipino market near you. 

When thinking about how I wanted to 
incorporate ube into a dessert, I decided I wanted 
to make a cookie that was reminiscent of the 
cookies from the famous Levain Bakery in New 
York City. The cookies from Levain Bakery are 
massive, with a perfectly crisp, golden-brown 
exterior and a gooey, melty texture on the inside. 
There are many different recipes online that 
attempt to replicate the cookies, but my favorite 
one is from Delish. I adapted this recipe and put 
my own Filipino twist on it by incorporating some 
ube halaya and ube extract. You can watch their 
Test Kitchen manager, June, walk you through the 
steps of the recipe in their video “Giant Levain 
Bakery Chocolate Chip Cookies By June | Delish” 
on Youtube. 

Ingredients:
• 2 cups all-purpose f lour
• 1 1/4 cups cake f lour
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• 1/4 teaspoon baking soda
• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
• 1 cup (2 sticks) cold butter, cubed
• 2/3 cup packed brown sugar
• 2/3 cup granulated sugar
• 1/4 cup ube halaya
• 1/2 teaspoon ube extract 
• 2 cups white chocolate chips

• 2 large eggs
• 1/4 teaspoon purple food coloring (optional) 

Directions: 
1. Combine the f lour, cake f lour, baking 

powder, baking soda and salt in a large 
mixing bowl. 

2. In another large mixing bowl, use a hand 
mixer to cream the cubes of butter until 
soft. Then, gradually add the sugars to the 
butter and continue to cream until fully 
incorporated. Add in the ube halaya and the 
ube extract and continue creaming.

3. Add in the white chocolate chips to the 
mixture and mix until fully incorporated. 
You can also add in a few drops of purple 
food coloring for a more vibrant hue. 

4. Slowly add in the f lour mixture in 1/3 
intervals and continue beating until the 
mixture combines into a crumbly paste. 

5. Gradually add in both eggs, 1 at a time. 
Continue to beat until the mixture turns 
into a smooth and combined dough. If the 
dough mixture is thin or runny, chill the 
dough in the freezer for 30 minutes to an 
hour. 

6. Take the dough out of the freezer and scoop 
out balls of dough. Weigh the balls of dough 
on a kitchen scale to ensure that each 
dough is approximately 6 ounces. If you 
don’t have a kitchen scale, you can use an 
ice cream scooper to scoop 2 balls of dough 
and combine them. Place the balls of dough 
onto a tray and freeze for another hour. 

7. Preheat the oven to 400 F. Put another 
empty baking sheet into the oven upside 
down. When baking, place the tray of 
frozen dough on top of the upside down 
sheet in order to prevent the bottoms of the 
cookies from burning. Bake in the oven for 
about 25 minutes. 

These cookies are def initely best enjoyed when 
they are warm, as the doughy interior and the 
white chocolate chips just completely melt in 
your mouth. They’re also perfect with a nice, cold 
glass of milk. Enjoy, and happy Filipino American 
History Month! 

KYRA SCHIMPF / DAILY NEXUS
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Levain-Style Ube CookiesLilac Pâtisserie Review
Maya Ades
Reporter

As a person with celiac, a 
gluten allergy, I’ve been meaning 
to try Lilac Pâtisserie, a gluten-
free bakery and cafe located in 
the heart of downtown Santa 
Barbara. One Sunday, I coerced 
a few people into coming along 
with me so that I could try as 
much food as possible. We set 
out for brunch, set on ordering 
the entire menu. 

I decided on the breakfast 
sandwich, which consisted of 
Black Forest ham, a fried egg, 
arugula and melted cheddar 
cheese in between two pieces 
of brioche bread. I was also 
pleasantly surprised to discover 
that there was pesto spread on 
the bread as well. The salty 
f lavors of the ham paired well 
with the sweeter brioche bread 
and, of course, who could 
possibly complain about melted 
cheese and pesto? It was a 
delicious sandwich, especially 
with a bit of Cholula Hot Sauce. 
My friend Fatima also had the 
breakfast sandwich and ordered 
a side of potatoes to go with it. 
The potatoes were cooked with 
onions and red peppers, which 

were all brought nicely together 
with oregano.

My other friend Sarah is a 
vegan, so she was initially a bit 
worried about whether she would 
be able to eat at a restaurant that 
primarily caters to gluten-free 
eaters. Well, she need not have 
worried, because she was able to 
try the red velvet cupcake and 
carrot cake cupcake — both of 
which are vegan. The carrot cake 
cupcake was a big hit, because 
the ratio of raisins to cake was 
spot-on, and the frosting on 
top was cream cheese-y and 
smooth. She also liked the red 
velvet cupcake, though she did 
say that the typical fan of red 
velvet might not love it. It lacked 
the strong chocolate f lavor that 
people often associate with 
red velvet, but the frosting was 
good overall and not too sweet. 
Both cupcakes were a bit dense, 
although you do tend to get that 
with gluten-free baked goods in 
general.

My friend Sklyer ordered the 
Belgian waff les, which she was 
very happy about … once they 
got there. Be warned that the 
waff les take a bit longer to make, 
so if you are starving, maybe 
go for something else. Skyler 

said that her waff les were the 
perfect density, f luffy while 
still being f illing. In addition, 
the strawberries, blueberries and 
raspberries on top of the waff le 
were perfectly ripe and yummy!

Like Sarah, Izzy opted for a 
baked good, choosing a slice 
of New York cheesecake. The 
cheesecake was delicious and 
smooth, not too sweet and a little 
tangy from cream cheese. I tried 
it, and it was the best gluten-free 
cheesecake I’ve ever had. I would 
recommend this cake again and 
again.

As expected of any college 
students in the middle of 
midterms, we had to buy coffee 
as well. I had a pumpkin spice 
latte, which was amazingly 
creamy and delicious. The hot 
matcha latte and the iced latte 
were both good, although the 
cold brew was a bit strong. 

I would definitely recommend 
this restaurant to anyone, gluten 
allergy or not! Not only is the 
food very yummy, the restaurant 
has a fun atmosphere, both in 
the cafe and within the street 
seating. The employees at Lilac 
Pâtisserie are all very nice and 
helpful, creating a very good 
experience overall.

MAYA ADES / DAILY NEXUS
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ARTSWEEK
Delirium 2021: Denzel Curry and Doechii Light Up Storke Plaza

Sunidhi Sridhar
Artsweek Editor

O v e r  2 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s 
m o b b e d  S t o r k e  P l a z a 
t h i s  p a s t  S a t u r d a y,  O c t . 
30 ,  t o  s e e  r i s i n g  h ip -hop 
s t a r  D o e c h i i  a nd  F lo r id a 
r a pp e r  D e n z e l  C u r r y  h i t 
t h e  s t a g e  a t  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
D e l i r i u m .  T h e  u s u a l l y 
p l a c i d  a n d  q u i e t  s q u a r e 
w a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a 
r a uc ou s  a nd  e x h i l a r a t i n g 
mo sh  p i t  a s  t he  A s s o c i a t e d 
S t ude nt s  P rog r a m B oa rd ’s 
(A S P B)  a n nu a l  G a u c ho s -
on ly  c onc e r t ,  wh ic h  t a ke s 
p l a c e  e ve r y  ye a r  ove r 
Ha l lowe en  we ekend ,  s aw 
the  c rowd — ma ny of  t hem 
de cke d  ou t  i n  c o s t u me s 
—  g o  a b s o lu t e l y  c r a z y 
th roughout  t he  n ight . 

For many students ,  th i s 
year’s show was their f i rst 
i n -per son concer t  s i nce 
be fo re  t he  pa ndem ic , 
and a lot of people were 
exc ited to be able to see 
thei r favor ite a r t i s t s w ith 
fe l low concer tgoers  once 
aga in .  F i r s t-yea r  wr i t ing 
and l iterature major Anissa 
Estrada sa id, “It ’s my f i rst 
De l i r ium,  and i t ’s  n ice 
to hea r l ive music ,”  and 
her  f r iend Rache l  L in , 
a  f i r s t-yea r  mecha n ic a l 
eng ineer ing major,  echoed 
her sent iments , adding that 
she didn’t “know either of 
these ar t ists that wel l but 
hear ing the v ibrat ions f rom 

the music feels pret ty nice.” 
W h i le  some a t tendee s 

were there to exper ience a 
f un n ight out with f r iends , 
i t  wa s  c le a r  f rom t he 
swel l i ng queue of  people 
that snaked a round Storke 
Tower that  most  s t udent s 
were inc red ibly  eager  to 
see the per formers .  A f ter 
pa s s ing th rough secu r i t y, 
f a n s  r u shed  dow n t he 
s teps to ge t  a s  c lose to 
the stage a s possible ,  which 
was bar r icaded and closely 
monitored by event secur it y. 
Nonetheless ,  a mi ld sense 
o f  su f foc a t ion  a nd t he 
occasiona l inabi l i t y to move 
one’s l imbs was inescapable 
a s the standing a rea g rew 
more and more packed. 

Before the show s ta r ted , 
Je f f r ey  Cao ,  a  f i r s t-yea r 
compute r  s c ience  ma jor, 
s a id  t ha t  he  wa s  exc i ted 
about  h i s  f i r s t  De l i r iu m 
because “ the t icke t s  were 
$5 and I  rea l ly l i ke Denze l 
Cu r r y.”  He a l so  t ha n ked 
ASPB for “a l l  of  the work 
that  they put into mak ing 
th i s  event happen for  us .” 

Tampa-raised rapper  Doechii, 
also known as Iamdoech i i , 

opened  t he  conce r t  a 
l i t t le before 9:15 p.m. ,  and 
her  da zz l ing ent rance on 
stage was met with heavy 
applau se  a nd cheer s  o f 
exc i tement .  F launt ing her 
i mpecc ably  t rendy s t y le 
in a g reen latex bodysu it 
and hot  pink spla t te red-
pr int  den ims ,  she k icked 
of f  her se t w ith a r ivet ing 

per formance of  “Gi r l s ,”  a 
sexy pop-rap club anthem 
f rom her  2021 EP “Bra-
Less .” A lways danc ing and 
mov ing her h ips to the beat , 
t he “Black Gi r l  Memoi r” 
songst ress showed her love 
for  ever yone who showed 
up, c rowning UCSB as “the 
h a r d e s t  m o t he r f u c k i n g 
school in Ca l i .” 

Admit t i ng  to  the  aud ience 
t h a t  t he  t e q u i l a  w a s 
s t a r t i ng  to  r un th rough her 
ve in s ,  Doech i i  s a id  tha t  she 
nex t  wa nted to  p lay  a  song 
t h a t  she  de bu t e d  wh i l e 
c u r r e n t l y  on  tou r  w i t h 
Top  Dawg Ente r t a i n ment 
r appe r  I s a i a h  R a shad .  “ I 
k now what  you’re  t h ink ing , 
I  k now what  song you’re 
t h ink ing ,  but  i t ’s  not  t ha t 
son g  ye t ,”  she  went  on 
be fo re  he r  DJ  K a l  Ba n x 
d ropped the  bea t  for  her 
u n re le a sed  t r ack  “Cr a z y.” 
The r apper  t hen per for med 
“Wat  U Sed ,”  a  record on 
Ra shad ’s  a lbum “ The House 
I s  Bu r n ing ,”  on wh ich she 
i s  fe a t u red . 

Of course , the up-and-
coming star had to sing her 
hit single “Spookie Coochie” 

to celebrate Hal loweekend, 
and fans were electri f ied as 
they screamed the lyr ics in 
sync: “Like a Chucky br ide 
f rom the a f terl i fe / Nothin’ 
nice , this the ant ichr ist , this 
a bloody n ight / Bloody 
r ight .” 

Doechi i expressed her 
appreciation for Santa Barbara 
and thanked the crowd for 

their warm welcome, adding 
that she “wasn’t expecting 
this tonight” before signing 
of f with “Yucky Blucky 
Fruitcake,” an eclectic and 
genre-warping track that went 
viral on TikTok for its opening 
lines, “Doechii , why don’t 
you introduce yourself to the 
class?” 

T h e  c o n c e r t g o e r s , 
a l ready amped up f rom the 
opening set ,  d idn’t have to 
wa i t  long for  th i s  yea r ’s 
head l in ing ac t ,  a s 2016 XXL 
Fre shman C la s s  i nduc tee 
Denzel Curry bounced out 
on s tage prompt ly a t  10 
p.m.  and immediate ly se t 
the crowd on f i re .  A lthough 
t he  we a t he r  o u t s i d e 
wa s f r ig id ( by Ca l i forn ia 
standards ,  at lea st),  sweaty 
pa lms a nd e lbows were 
f ly ing everywhere a s people 
fer vent ly crammed forward 
and stuck thei r U ’s up in 
the a i r. 

A f te r  open ing w i th  “ Track 
01”  f r om “ U N L O C K ED,” 
h i s  20 20  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
a lbum w i th  Kenny Beat s , 
Cu r r y  wa s ted no t ime i n 
g iv i ng a  s i ncere  shoutout 
t o  D o e c h i i ,  t e l l i n g  t he 

a ud i e nc e  t h a t  t hey just 
witnessed a future star in the 
making. 

The rapper then requested 
the c rowd ’s  a s s i s tance w ith 
“DIET_ ,”  not ing that  “ th i s 
i s  one of  my favor i te  joint s 
—  i n  t he  sp i r i t  o f  t ha t , 
we ’re  gonna do t h i s  one 
for  DM X,  y ’a l l  fe e l  me? ” 
honor i n g  t he  v i s iona r y 
h ip -hop a r t i s t  who pa ssed 
away ea r l ier  th i s  yea r.  The 
aud ience chanted the words 
i n  ack nowledg ment ,  w i t h 
qu i te  a  few devoted fa ns 
appea r i ng  to  have  eve r y 
s ing le verse down a s they 
pa ss ionate ly sc reamed the 
ly r ic s  up at  Cur r y. 

He paused in the middle 
of h is set to ask people 
what they wanted to hear, 
and a lthough much of the 
endless screams of requests 
wa s indec ipherable ,  the 
crowd was clearly in favor 
of “SUMO | ZUMO,” a gr it ty 
and intense track included on 
his 2018 project “TA13OO.” 

C u r r y ’ s  v o i c e  w a s 
pr ac t i c a l l y  d row ne d out  a s 
t he  a n i mate d  c rowd be l t e d 
ou t ,  “Pocke t s  too  b i g ,  t hey 
su mo /  Te l l  me  who t he 
hot te s t  mot he r f ucke r  t ha t 
you  k now /  I f  i t  a i n’t  me , 
you  a  pu to ,”  jo s t l i ng  one 
a not he r  to  t he  po i nt  t ha t 
o v e r w h e l m e d  a t t e n d e e s 
h a d  to  b e  l i f t e d  ou t  by 
s e c u r i t y  g ua rd s .

R e g a r d l e s s ,  t h e  w i l d 
ene rg y  i n s ide  S torke  P l a z a 
d id n’t  l e t  up  fo r  e ven  a 
mome nt  (s ome  g u y  w a s 
even  pe rche d  up  i n  a  t r e e) , 
a nd  a s  t he  pu ng ent  s c ent  o f 
ma r i j u a na  smoke  d i f f u se d 
t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r ,  t h e 
“R IC K Y ”  r appe r  bou nde d 
a r o u n d  t h e  s t a g e  a n d 
le a ne d  i n to  t he  ent hu s i a sm 
o f  t he  mob a s  he  f r e quent ly 
i n t e r a c t e d  a n d  j o k e d 
w i t h  a t t e nde e s .  No t h i n g 
m a t c h e d  t h e  a b s o l u t e 
c h a o s ,  howe ve r ,  o f  t he 
mome nt  t h a t  t he  m a s s e s 
he a rd  t he  open i ng  note s  o f 
“ U l t i ma te ,”  w i t hout  a  doubt 
C u r r y ’s  mo s t  r e c og n i z e d 
r e le a se  to  da te  be c au se  o f 
t he  song ’s  v i r a l  f a me on 
V i ne  i n  e a r l y  2016 .  My 
he a r t f e l t  c ondo l e nc e s  t o 
a nyone  t he re  who had n’t 
be en  i n  a  mosh  p i t  be fore , 
be c au se  t he  shee r  mad ne s s 
t ha t  en sue d  a s  hu nd re d s  o f 
pe op le  roa re d ,  “ I  a m t he 
one ,  don’t  we i gh  a  ton  / 
Don’t  ne e d  a  g u n  to  g e t 
r e spe c t  up  on  t he  s t r e e t ,” 
shou ld  have  come w i t h  a 
r e le a se  wa ive r. 

The amount of  energ y and 
pa ss ion that  Cur r y brought 
to  h i s  pe r for ma nce  wa s 
noth ing shor t  of  impress ive . 
Ever yone at  the concer t  was 
hav i ng  f u n  becau se  t hey 
cou ld te l l  that  he s incere ly 

apprec iated the c rowd and 
wa s enjoy ing h i s  t ime a t 
UCSB , even t u rn ing a round 
to a sk h i s  team why they 
hadn’t  v i s i ted Santa Ba rba ra 
in such a long t ime . 

Fans were in no rush to 
go home and, as the night 
was coming to a close , 
chanted, “Denzel! Denzel! ” 
a s the r a pp e r  sho ok  h i s 
he ad  i n  g r a te f u l  hu m i l i t y. 
“ I t ’s  no t  me ,  i t ’s  yo u r 
mot he r f uck i ng  s e lve s ,”  he 
s a id ,  add i ng  t ha t  w i t hout 
t he  f a n s  t ha t  l i s t en  to  h i s 
mu s ic ,  he  “wou ld n’t  have a 
career or a purpose.” 

C l o s i n g  o u t  t h i s 
yea r ’s  De l i r ium w i th a n 
intox icat ing per formance of 
“CLOUT COBAIN | CLOUT 
CO13A1N,” Cur r y th r i l led 
fans by coming down f rom 
the stage and running into 
the c rowd, shak ing hands 
and even hugg ing a  few 
lucky aud ience member s . 
The “This Li fe” rapper a l so 
obl i ged some fa ns  w i th 
pic t u re s  be fore  re t u rn ing 
backstage a s the cheers of 
the s t i l l -buzz ing aud ience 
f loated behind h im. 

A s  s t ude nt s  e x i t e d  S to rke 
P l a z a ,  l i ve l y  c onve r s a t ion s 
a mon g  f r i e nd s  f i l l e d  t he 
a i r  a s  t he y  r e f l e c t e d  on  t he 
n i g h t .  Ne i l  A g g e r wh i l ,  a 
t h i rd -ye a r  c om mu n ic a t ion 
m a jo r ,  s a id  t h a t  he  g o t  t o 
meet Curry before the show 
because he i s  acqua inted 
w i t h  Doech i i ’s  ma na ger. 

He was at the show with 
h i s  roommate ,  four th-yea r 
psycholog y and stat i s t ic s & 
data sc ience double major 
Braeden Ba i ley,  who i s a big 
fan of Curry ’s music . 

“ I ’ve  t r ied  to  see  h i m 
before ,  but  [the show] got 
c a nc e le d  t w ic e ,”  Ba i l e y 
sa id . 

Ca lv in  Jenk in s ,  a  fou r th-
yea r  computer  eng ineer i ng 
m a jo r,  a l so  ha d  a  g ood 
t ime a t tend ing the  concer t 
w i t h  some  f r i end s  f rom 
h i s  f r a te r n i t y.  “ The show 
seemed to  be  rea l ly  we l l -
o rg a n i z e d  a nd  s a f e ,  a nd 
Denze l  Cu r r y  wa s  a  g rea t 
per for mer.  You cou ld  rea l ly 
fee l  t he  energ y he brought 
to  the  s t a ge .” 

O n c e  a g a i n ,  A S P B 
d e l i v e r e d  i t s  p r o m i s e  o f 
a  f u n  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g 
H a l l o w e e n  c o n c e r t  t h a t 
s t ude nt s  c ou ld  e n joy  w i t h 
t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  D o e c h i i 
a n d  D e n z e l  C u r r y 
b o t h  s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r 
r e m a r k a b l e  t a l e n t  a n d 
v e r s a t i l i t y  a s  m u s i c i a n s 
a n d  t h e  e b u l l i e n t 
c r o w d  t h a t  d e s c e n d e d 
u p o n  S t o r k e  P l a z a 
de m o n s t r a t e d ,  a s  a l w a y s , 
t h a t  UC S B  d o e s  i t  b e t t e r . 
I f  l a s t  S a t u r d a y ’s  c o nc e r t 
i s  a ny  i nd i c a t i o n  o f  t he 
t h i n g s  i n  s t o r e  f r o m  A S P B , 
t h e  G a u c h o s  c a n  c o u n t 
o n  a n  e xc i t i n g  l i n e u p  o f 
e v e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
c o m i n g  s c ho o l  ye a r .
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SCIENCE & TECH
UCSB Ecologists Look to AI To Improve Wildlife Camera Trapping

Emma Holm-Olsen
Reporter

Ecologist Kaitlyn Gaynor, a 
current postdoctoral researcher 
at UC Santa Barbara’s National 
Center for Ecological Analysis 
and Synthesis, recently 
coauthored the research paper 
“Iterative human and automated 
identif ication of wildlife images,” 
which explores the role of 
artif icial intelligence, or AI, in 
the processing of data collected 
from camera traps. 

The data analyzed in this 
study was taken from a long-
term camera trap project in 
Gorongosa National Park in 
Mozambique and includes 
various photos of local f lora and 
fauna. 

The study looks at how 
AI and human scientists can 
work together to improve both 
eff iciency and accuracy in the 
processing of photographic 
data. It is anticipated that this 
“synergistic collaboration” 

will yield high-conf idence 
conclusions due to the checking 
of each other’s work, ultimately 
leading to better-quality results 
than either could provide on 
their own.

The question of how to 
improve data analysis has been 
a major point of interest. 

“I have been using camera 
traps to study the recovery of 
large mammals in Mozambique’s 
Gorongosa National Park 
since 2016,” Gaynor said. “And 
processing the photos has always 
been a big bottleneck.” 

The paper discusses how one 
of the biggest challenges to long-
term camera trap monitoring 
is the sheer amount of human 
labor needed to annotate and 
analyze the camera trap data. 

This is the second paper that 
Gaynor’s colleague Zhongqi 
Miao, a doctoral candidate at 
UC Berkeley, has led using this 
set of data. 

The f irst paper, published 
in 2019, looked at a deep 

learning algorithm that assigns 
importance to different aspects 
of each image in order to identify 
the object present in the photo. 
Deep learning is a type of AI 
that mimics methods of human 
knowledge acquisition, proving 
especially useful for when visual 
stimulus recognition is involved. 
“Interestingly, this process 
revealed that the computer 
vision algorithm often clued 
in on different visual features 
of species than humans would, 
which improved its accuracy for 
cases when only part of the 
animal was visible,” Gaynor 
remarked.

The new paper contributes 
signif icantly to what is 
already known about AI and 
its implications for use in 
ecological monitoring through 
the development of a system 
that “integrates human expertise 
into the machine learning loop,” 
according to Gaynor. This type 
of approach has never been 
taken before, and she is excited about its implications for the 

future of wildlife research. 
“The algorithm assigns 

a conf idence level to each 
classif ication,   and  low 
conf idence predictions are 
f lagged for further review,” 
Gaynor said. “Subsequent 
identif ications are then used 
to retrain the model. This 
ultimately results in a much 
lower amount of human labor 
than would be required for 
manual identif ication of every 
image, but a higher accuracy 
than could be achieved from 
the machine learning algorithm 
alone.” 

For this paper, Gaynor and 
her colleague Meredith Palmer, 
a postdoctoral researcher at 
Princeton University, were 
responsible for the data collection 
in the f ield and had to look 
at the 20% of the photos that 
had been classif ied by the AI 
algorithm as “low confidence” in 
order to correct any photos that 
had been misidentif ied.

“This saved us signif icant time 
and resulted in high accuracy — 
around 90% of the images were 
classif ied correctly,” Gaynor said. 
“Accuracy remains lower for the 
rare species, and we hope to get 
these numbers up higher with 
the addition of more data from 
future seasons and continued 
f ine-tuning of the model.”

When asked about the most 
interesting or surprising f indings 
of the research, Gaynor said, “I 
was surprised at how accurate 
the computer vision algorithm 
was in cases when only part 
of the animal was visible, or 
otherwise hard to see.”

 “When we were testing 
this model on data that had 
already been classif ied, I took 
a closer look at some of the 
‘incorrect’ model classif ications 
and found that the model was 
actually correct, and our initial 
classif ications were wrong! The 
model often did a better job than 
we did.”

Regarding the future of 

artif icial intelligence in wildlife 
monitoring and conservation, 
Gaynor said that “machine 
learning methods will be critical 
for keeping pace with data 
processing and in the translation 
of raw data into usable 
information that can inform 
science and conservation.”

The next step for Gaynor and 
her colleagues is to take the 
algorithm and translate it into 
simple and usable software that 
is accessible to researchers in the 
f ield, specif ically in Gorongosa 
National Park.

Additionally, Gaynor’s team 
is working on getting “citizen 
scientists” and other volunteers 
around the world to help identify 
animals in camera trap data as 
well as incorporating that into 
the AI-human collaborative 
approach. 

They hope to both provide 
a unique learning opportunity 
for the volunteers and create “a 
workf low that is fast, eff icient 
and educational.”

UCSB Professor Urges Centrality of Women in Biomedical Research
Maya Ades
Reporter

There is a lack of gender equity 
in S.T.E.M. — and a lack of female 
representation in biomedical 
research. Emily Jacobs, a 
professor and researcher in the 
psychological and brain sciences 
department at UC Santa Barbara, 
has a lot to say about it. 

As part of the Pacific Views: 
Library Speaker Series, Jacobs 
gave a lecture last week in the 
library entitled, “The Uncharted 
Mind — The Scientific Body of 
Knowledge: Whose Body Does 
it Serve?”

Jacobs started off by talking 
about the lack of gender equity 
in the sciences. Women are 
systemically left out of science, 
and it starts at the kindergarten 
age. Research has found that 
from the age of 6, children of 
both sexes will pick a picture of 
a male when asked the question, 
“Who is a scientist?” 

As Jacobs describes, there are 
implicit biases and stereotypes 
that start affecting children at 
very young ages, which stops 
girls from joining the field of 
science. There are few women 
in these fields to begin with, and 
the few that make it are weeded 
out by improper hiring practices 
and pay imbalances. 

Female scientists are often 
not hired for jobs that they are 
qualified for, they are granted 
less money for labs and there is 
a systematic pay gap between 
female and male scientists. 
According to Jacobs, half of all 

female scientists in the U.S. leave 
work after having their first child.

“[These women] are not 
leaving because they are not 
good enough for their job. They 
are leaving because the job is not 
good enough for them.”

Beyond the consequences for 
individual women, Jacobs further 
emphasized how leaving women 
out of science “isn’t just about the 
cost to women, but it is about the 
cost to the world.”

“Advocating for diversity 
in science isn’t just a matter of 
social justice. It’s not just the 
right thing to do. Diversity in 
science makes science better. It 
drives innovation, it challenges 
the status quo and it changes 
the very nature of the questions 
we seek to ask. The reason for 
diversity transcends the moral 
imperative,”  Jacobs said.

Similarly, in animal studies 
seeking to test medications 
and better understand human 
conditions, researchers 
overwhelmingly focus on males. 
This is even true in studies 
on conditions that are more 
dominant in female humans, 
such as depression, anxiety and 
Alzheimer’s. Jacobs said that 
these conditions and medicines 
are tested and studied on male 
bodies, which obviously behave 
very differently from female 
bodies. 

As Jacobs puts it, “most of 
what we know about health 
and disease is centered on the 
male body,” which can be very 
dangerous for women. Male 
bodies should not be considered 

the norm in science.
Even arguments for why this 

is standard practice don’t hold 
up to scrutiny, Jacobs said. The 
variability of a female’s menstrual 
cycle, for instance, has often 
been cited as the reason why 
female rodents are not used in 
medical trials. This, however, has 
been debunked, as male species 
have complicated hormones too, 
meaning that female lab rats are 
not less variable than males. 

Currently, the Jacobs Lab at 
UCSB is studying healthy aging 
in women, specif ically the 
menopausal transition. 

This has been dramatically 

overlooked in scientific studies 
before, and consequently very 
little is known about how 
menopause affects the brain. 
It may come as little surprise 
that there are few neuroscience 
studies on menopause, seeing 
as 80% of medical schools fail 
to include menopause in their 
curriculums. 

The Jacobs Lab is also studying 
the 28-day cycles of women 
and how the brain adapts and 
changes to the inf lux of different 
hormones. 

The Jacobs Lab is expanding 
female neuroscience research 
beyond UCSB. The University 

of California Women’s Brain 
Initiative, a women’s brain 
imaging database, will be able 
to be used by any researchers 
studying the endocrinology 
of women’s brains and has 
collection sites at both UCSB 
and UC Berkeley. 

 Jacobs closed with a call 
to action for the biomedical 
research community, a place 
which she knows too well is 
marked by the dominance of 
men.

“Now is the moment for 
women to claim themselves as 
central. We have got to claim 
the study of our bodies on our 

terms and to do that we need 
scientists and doctors whose 
vision isn’t blurred by the lack of 
experience,” Jacobs said.

“I have spent the better 
part of a decade fighting for 
women’s health to be taken as 
seriously as men’s health in the 
biomedical sciences, and there 
are incredible scientists working 
on this front, but we cannot 
do it alone. Biomedical research 
has overwhelmingly overlooked 
women’s health.”

“We are still struggling to 
understand fairly fundamental 
questions. We need more women 
in positions of power.”

Emily Jacobs, pictured above, closed with a call to action for the biomedical research community.

The front of a roaming elephant captured by one of the researcher’s camera traps.

A lion and cub captured by one of the researcher’s camera traps.

Courtesy of Kaitlyn Gaynor
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VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Triple your caffeine intake

Show up an hour late to everything

Red Bull keg stands

Know what’s going on but choose not to 
acknowledge it

Break all clocks

Hibernate

Start drinking an hour earlier — it’s 5 
o’clock NOW

Mourn the sunset

Turn into a cryptid

Move to Arizona

Lose your extra hour working in the 
fields

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Spring forward instead of fall an hour 
back

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The Signs as Reactions to Daylight 
Savings Ending

#FreeIV — End the Halloween Police Occupation Now.
Taylor Clark 
Staff Writer
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While framed as being in 
the interest of  “public safety,” 
it has been synthesized and 
enacted without the input 
of the very public it claims 
to protect. Outside the 
occasional poorly publicized 
and attended town hall, no 
attempt has been made to 
elicit the perspectives of the 
students and residents of I.V. as 
to what we think a “successful” 
Halloween weekend would 
look like. It’s not something 
that the powers-that-be are 
particularly interested in.

But, that hasn’t prevented 
students from offering a 
radically different vision of 
what Halloween weekend 
could be. Last Saturday, a 
large coalition of student and 
I.V.-based organizations held 
a festival in protest of the 
noise ordinances and hyper-
militarized police presence. It 

was an effort I was intimately 
involved in as co-chair of the 
UC Santa Barbara chapter of 
Young Democratic Socialists 
of America (YDSA). 

The festival was a pretty 
fantastic illustration of what 
Halloween in I.V. could be. 
There was live music, art, 
food, candy, costumes and 
approximately 100 people at its 
peak. The event was entirely 
student-organized and driven. 
We had a volunteer staff of 
around 15 students who had 
received de-escalation and 
conf lict mediation training 
beforehand in case I.V.’s 
infamous party culture got 
out of hand, which ultimately 
proved to be unnecessary. 
The primary obstacles we 
encountered in planning and 
promoting the festival were 
the event’s timing — we had 
to start at 11 a.m. to get 
around the noise ordinance 
— and the ever-present fear 
among students that the 
cops would crack down 
on us anyway. In YDSA’s 

experience, it was literal “big 
government” that got in the 
way of a safe and successful 
Halloween weekend, not the 
often-assumed inability of 
college students to control 
themselves.

In addition to the festival, 
we had been asking students 
and organizations to sign our 
letter to the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors, 
calling on the county to 
simply reduce the massive 
police presence and roll 
back the overbearing noise 
ordinance. 

Hundreds of students have 
signed the letter, which was 
only released a week and a 
half or so before Halloween 
weekend. In that brief time, I 
personally had conversations 
with dozens upon dozens 
of students about the letter, 
putting in the legwork of 
community-building that the 
university loves to pay lip 
service to. In nearly none of 
those conversations did the 
students themselves actually 

feel that the police presence 
was necessary, and everyone 
hated the festival ordinance.

Something else that 
we all agreed on was that 
Halloween in I.V. has had a 
checkered past. Most of us 
don’t want 10,000+ out-of-
towners mobbing our streets 
every year, and historically, 
these same outsiders have 
been responsible for over 
90% of the crimes committed 
during Halloween weekend. 
I’m personally convinced 
that the checkpoints into 
I.V. and UCSB have been an 
unequivocally good thing 
precisely because they’ve 
prevented the hordes from 
descending upon us. 

But this raises the 
question: Since the legions 
of outside partygoers have 
been successfully repelled 
by measures such as the 
checkpoints, why do we 
still need the massive police 
presence? What’s the purpose 
of continuing the 6 p.m. 
noise ordinance? Why are we 

fining college students $400 
for playing music in their 
own homes on Halloween 
weekend? Why are the 
residents of I.V. still being 
punished for something that 
wasn’t really our fault to begin 
with?

It’s a waste of public 
resources at best — this is 
money that could go toward 
solving the ongoing housing 
crisis that I.V. has been 
experiencing. More accurately, 
I.V.’s Halloween police state is 
an Orwellian intrusion into 
the lives of UCSB students 
and I.V. residents who would 
really rather be left to jam 
out to Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller” in peace. 

The police occupation is 
unpopular — it’s expensive, it’s 
antiquated and it’s despotic. 
It’s time for it to end.

Taylor Clark believes that Isla 
Vista residents have a right to 
live their lives during Halloween 
weekend, and it’s time for 
the Halloween-based police 
occupation of I.V. to end.
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In 2021, societies and lives 
have been ravaged by the 
multitude of events brought 
on by the pandemic. As 
businesses, both corporate 
and small, closed their 
doors to the public, we were 
reminded of the crucial 
necessity of libraries. As 
havens for public education 
and social uplift, libraries are 
an inexhaustible resource for 
community members. Funded 
by the county and the state of 
California, libraries are one of 
the few remaining pillars of 
social infrastructure we have 
left. 

Libraries are also one of the 
few services that still facilitate 
the literacy of houseless 
populations, including young 
children. Usually, shelters and 
community centers lack the 
funding for literacy programs, 
but most libraries offer 
free literacy development 
programs, including the 
Santa Barbara Public Library. 
Additionally, with Santa 
Barbara’s housing crisis, 
these services are now more 
important than ever.

Additionally, libraries 
pool together a collection 
of resources that individuals 
might not have had access 
to otherwise. For example, 
libraries offer resume building 
and interview training 
services that help community 
members find nearby jobs. Not 
to mention, libraries provide 
access to shelter, internet 
services and restrooms, which 
were vastly unavailable for the 
houseless population in Santa 
Barbara during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Santa Barbara 
libraries offer food bank and 
food stamp services, showers, 
shelters, email providers, 
medical assistance and 
mental health and substance 
abuse providers. Additionally, 
services for LGBTQ youth are 
provided by the Pacific Pride 
Foundation, offering HIV/
AIDS prevention and testing 
services to all members of the 
LGBTQ community in Santa 
Barbara. 

The Santa Barbara Library 

system offers resources for 
members of all ages, including 
local community resources 
such as voter information and 
government/legal assistance. 
The SB Library system 
maintains vital programs for 
immigrants such as low-cost 
and pro bono legal services, 
health clinics, citizenship 
tutoring  and a multitude 
of services for detained 
families. Additionally, there 

are several resource centers 
for understanding immigrant 
rights and how the United 
States legal immigration 
system is designed. They 
also provide several COVID-
19 services, including the 
Emergency Broadband 
Benef it, which delivers 
up to $50 a month toward 
broadband service for eligible 
households and up to $75 
for qualifying Tribal lands, as 
well as discounts for digital 
devices for up to six months 
after the pandemic officially 
ends. The sustainability and 
cohesion of our community 
rely on community members 
having access to these 
services.

In fact, in 2020, librarians 
were critical in augmenting 
online services and 
developing new ways to serve 
their communities during 
the pandemic. Library staff 
provided access to infinite 
amounts of resources in an 
age of misinformation, with 
two-thirds of Americans 
saying their local public 
library helped them decide 
which information to trust in 

a survey by the Pew Research 
Center. In support of this, 
President Biden’s inauguration 
of the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP), designed to provide 
direct relief to Americans and 
aid the economy, includes 
billions of dollars in library-
eligible funds. Libraries 
bring unique resources to 
the ARP’s recovery mission, 
upholding their mission 
statement to support citizens 
disproportionately affected 
by the pandemic. The ARP 
allocates $200 million for 
libraries through the Institute 
of Museum and Library 
Services, an independent 
federal agency that provides 
grants to libraries and 

museums. Funds will be sent 
to state library administrative 
agencies, who can then 
deliver them to local libraries. 
Additionally, libraries can 
apply to the $7.17 billion 
Federal Communications 
Commission’s Emergency 
Connectivity Fund to receive 
100% reimbursement for 
purchases of equipment that 
provide internet connectivity 
and devices to the public, 

further enhancing digital 
inclusion. 

While more than 90% of 
Americans see their library 
as “very important to their 
community,” library funding 
gets cut on an annual basis. 
They are always one of the 
first institutions to have cuts 
in their budgeting. In 2018, 
the city approved a 5% per 
capita reduction that further 
exacerbates revenue shortfalls 
with county libraries. This 
reduction directly reduces 
library hours, service levels 
and staffing for almost all 
libraries and their branches. 

Overall, there aren’t enough 
libraries to accommodate the 
number of people who use 

them. According to a 2016 
survey conducted by Pew 
Research Center, almost half 
of all Americans ages 16 and 
older had used a public library 
in the past year. Additionally, 
two-thirds said closing their 
local library branch would 
have a major impact on the 
community. 

In a time when access to 
the internet and technology 
is critical, libraries are crucial 
to community mobilization 
and cohesion. Libraries have 
a huge impact on our social 
and academic lives, whether 
we realize it or not. They 
are one of the few remaining 
mechanisms in our society 
that allow for free access to 
education and social services. 
While collegiate and research 
libraries are exclusive to 
members of their respective 
groups, community libraries 
are free for all inhabitants of 
the community. 

Libraries facilitate an 
unparalleled sense of social 
infrastructure with their 
collaborative yet comfortable 
use of physical space. Not 
to mention, each library 
is equipped with digital 
resources, neatly organized 
by a team of staff committed 
to upholding access to 
information among its 
community members. 

It is frustrating to see funding 
for libraries slowly dissipate, 
especially in an age where 
access to the internet is crucial 
to self-preservation. Libraries 
maintain a mission statement 
dedicating themselves to 
providing free access to 
resources and cultural insight 
for all community members, 
which is difficult to maintain 
with the decline in funds. 
Unfortunately, these pillars 
of collaboration fall on deaf 
ears in the market logic of 
our political climate. Being 
in a quickly evolving society 
where most platforms are 
being moved online, libraries 
serve as one of the remaining, 
functioning social facilitators. 

Kareena Dhillon believes that 
the invaluable resources libraries 
have to offer should not be reduced 
due to government spending, as 
they remain a critical component 
of social cohesion. 

Libraries Are an Invaluable Resource,
 and They Should Be Protected and Prioritized


