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 A.S. Commission 
on Disability and 
Equality Presents 

“Empowering Student 
Leaders Series: 

Reframing Disability”
Daelyn Einhorn
Reporter

The Associated Students 
Commission on Disability and 
Equality hosted an “Empowering 
Student Leaders Series: 
Reframing Disability” hybrid 
workshop on Oct. 15 in the 
MultiCultural Center lounge and 
on Zoom. 

The Commission on Disability 
and Equality is a student-run 
group that strives to create a 
student-centered space to ensure 
the academic success of disabled 
students, enhance the well 
being of students in the disabled 
community and empower 
students to develop meaningful 
relationships.

The facilitators of the 
“Reframing Disability” workshop 
were External Affairs Chair 
and third-year sociology major 
Sophia Lee-Park; Internal 
Affairs Chair and third-year 
communications and sociology 
double major Marvia Cunanan; 
and Gender and Sexuality Equity 
Outreach Coordinator and third-
year statistics and data science 
major Jay Shreedhar. 

The meeting began with 
a disclaimer that there is no 
singular, homogenous “disabled 
student experience.” Organizers 
noted that the workshop will 
not provide all of the answers for 
anti-ableism nor provide a step-
by-step guide on how to better 
support disabled students.

The facilitators also 
emphasized that the content and 
structure of this workshop was 
shaped by their personal lived-
experiences as individuals of the 
disability community. 

“We are only a few students 
and do not claim to represent all 
students with disabilities and/
or access needs,” Lee-Park said 
during the workshop. “Every 
individual has unique stories, 
suggestions and experiences.” 

The objective of the workshop 
was to “give students the language 
and resources to recognize 
ableism, and to ensure that all 
social and academic spaces 
are inclusive for students of all 
abilities,” the presentation read. 

The workshop was divided into 
two parts — first, a discussion on 
disability inclusion and second, 
conversation on disability justice. 

The first discussion began 
with the definition of disability, 
the social construction of the 
concept and how people should 
refer to those with disabilities.

“When we say ‘person with 

a disability,’ we’re putting 
the person part first and the 
disability part second. This is 
called ‘person-first language,’ 
which is quite self explanatory, 
and in certain situations, this is 
a great way to phrase things. 
You’re emphasising the humanity 
of people with disabilities, and 
it can be used to discuss the 
marginalisation that comes 
with specific kinds of disability,” 
Shreedhar said.

Participants were then divided 
into four Zoom breakout rooms 
to discuss their first interactions 
with disability, in what contexts 
they’ve experienced disability 
and how they learned about 
disability.

One participant noted how 
disabilities were negatively 
portrayed in movies.

“People with disabilities 
are often portrayed as villains. 
It is part of their characters, a 
villain in a movie, which is a 
terrible thing to be learning or 
internalising when you’re a kid,” 
an unidentified attendee said.  

The workshop then delved into 
different types of access needs 
and their importance.

“Access needs are something 
a person needs to communicate, 
learn and participate in an 
activity,” the attendee said. “Some 
examples are glasses or contact 
lenses, softer dim lighting ramps 
and elevators and closed captions 
… each of us has different access 
needs so being actually access 
conscious in our everyday actions 
to fulfill as many of these needs 
as possible is how we ensure that 
all students have access to equal 
opportunity.”

To conclude the workshop, the 
facilitators discussed disability 
justice. They explained the 
importance of disability activism 
and how in order for a community 
to promote diversity, equity 
and inclusion, it must respond 
to the perspectives, experiences 
and difficulties of people with 
disabilities.

“Perspectives are often 
neglected, directly or indirectly,” 
the same attendee said. “To 
reiterate what I said, it’s not just 
about putting me physically in 
an activity, but it means giving 
me, and others, the space for all 
disabled people to meaningfully 
contribute to the conversation 
and to perpetuate inclusion in 
philosophy, while supporting us 
in the process. That’s why we are 
here today.”

Asumi Shuda contributed 
reporting to this article. 

The workshop was divided into two parts — first, a discussion on 
disability inclusion and second, conversation on disability justice.
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UCSB Enforces Randomized COVID-19 
Testing Amongst Vaccinated Students

Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

As a part of UC Santa Barbara’s 
COVID-19 Early Detection and 
Prevention Monitoring Testing 
Program, the university announced 
on Oct. 7 that it will be randomly 
selecting and testing vaccinated 
students for COVID-19.

Unvaccinated students have 
to be tested weekly and thus are 
not included in the random testing 
program.

Emails are sent every Friday to 
1,000 to 2,000 students informing 
them that they’ve been randomly 
selected for a test and must make an 
appointment for the following week 
at one of two COVID-19 testing 
centers on campus — the Loma 
Pelona Center or the Linda Vista 
Room at Santa Catalina Residence 
Hall. 

According to fifth-year feminist 
studies major and Student Advocate 
General Geovany Lucero, most 

students will only receive the request 
to be tested once per quarter. 
However, any student who fails to 
fulfill their COVID-19 test may have 
their clearance status to be on campus 
affected and may be forwarded to 
the Office of Student Conduct if 
their negligence continues. 

These appointments are made 
through logging onto the Student 
Health Patient Portal Gateway with 
one’s UCSB Net ID and password. 

This program began with 
conversations between Associated 
Students and the university to ensure 
students’ safety from COVID-19 
transmission. 

“[The random testing] serves as 
a way to get students tested more 
regularly because that was a big 
thing we’ve been talking about, was 
how we can get students tested more 
regularly rather than just mandating 
[testing] or leaving it up to [students] 
to choose to get tested,” Lucero said. 

The first batch of emails was 
sent out on Oct. 8 following the 

confirmation of the program via 
email on Oct. 7. The first week 
of emails were only sent to 
undergraduate students, but the 
selection of students being tested 
expanded to graduate students last 
week. 

“It’s a form of early detection 
testing … that will greatly help 
the campus monitor our COVID-
19 status and promote mitigation 
efforts,” Lucero said. 

Testing is provided on weekdays 
— excluding official holidays — on 
the following days: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 11:45 
a.m. and 1:05 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. at the 
Loma Pelona Center and Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. and 1:05 p.m. to 
4:45 p.m. at the Linda Vista Room. 

According to UCSB spokesperson 
Andrea Estrada, this surveying is 
a standard epidemiological strategy 
that can help “identify potential 
non-symptomatic cases” as well 
as provide data on the spread of 
COVID-19 in UCSB’s campus 
population in real time. 

Lucero emphasized, however, that 
UCSB’s COVID-19 positivity rate is 
the lowest of all the UC schools at 
0.46% and 99.52% of all students have 
been fully vaccinated, been partially 
vaccinated or submitted deferrals 
or exemptions to vaccination. Thus, 
this program is setting a protocol 
for more regular testing amongst 
the student population and to 
gather real-time data on COVID-19 
transmission rates on campus. 

“I know that students have been 
concerned that we’re not being safe 

or that we’re not really complying 
with vaccinations and stuff … but 
it’s good to let our students know 
that we are the highest [vaccinated 
population] in all of the UCs,” 
Lucero said. 

Second-year English and 
linguistics double major Bethany 
Clements received the email 
notifying her that she was selected 
to be randomly tested for COVID-
19 on Oct. 8. Following the email, 
she made her appointment to get 
tested the following week. Clements 
recalled seeing a longer line than 
usual for the COVID-19 testing 
center when she arrived at her 
appointment. 

“I had to do a COVID-19 test 
before that … and there was 
definitely a longer [line] than there 
was when I did tests before, so I 
figured that a lot of people probably 
got selected for [random COVID-19 
testing] as well,” Clements said. 

Clements said she was allowed to 
choose how to get tested — with a 
nasal swab or with a spit test — and 
the staff working at the center made 
the process pass smoothly. 

“[The staff members] were super 
nice; they gave out free masks and 
stuff outside and they were very 
organized,” Clements said. “It 
went by really fast and it wasn’t 
inconvenient at all.” 

The university is anticipating that 
this program will roll out for the 
entirety of fall quarter, and Lucero 
predicts that randomized testing 
will continue until a pattern and/
or results from testing data become 
clear. 
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National Redistricting Impacts Isla Vista
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

Following the findings of the 2020 
U.S. Census, counties throughout the 
country are redistricting — a process 
in which new electoral boundaries 
are drawn based on data from the 
census. 

In Santa Barbara County, residents 
are being encouraged to participate in 
the redrawing process by providing 
input during the Santa Barbara 
Redistricting Commission’s meetings 
or by submitting a map with redrawn 
lines to the commission’s website. 

According to Megan Turley, one 
of the Santa Barbara commissioners, 
the political makeup of the 
commissioners reflects the political 
makeup of the county. Turley said 
her goal is to ensure that the lines are 
redrawn equitably. 

“This is why we’re asking for 
people to get involved and share what 
they want their districts to look like. 
Political competitiveness of a district 
is something that is not specifically 
defined by both the Federal Voting 
Rights Act or Measure G,” Turley 
said.  “However, we are tasked with 
making sure that we are properly 
representing communities of interest. 
So if you have large blocks of people 
voting together in the same way on 
county issues … You do not want to 
be splitting communities of interest 
that vote together.” 

The federal Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 and Measure G2018 both 
outline legal electoral processes, 
including redistricting processes. 

From the last redistricting process, 
Isla Vista is currently in the county’s 
third district. There are three 
potential consequences for Isla Vista 
from redistricting: I.V. remains in 
the third district, I.V. is moved into 
another district or I.V. is split between 
two districts. 

Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) Director and Board 
President Spencer Brandt said that 
the third district is currently shaped 

in a way where many unincorporated 
parts of the county are grouped 
together. Unincorporated areas do 
not have the same city-level resources 
that incorporated areas do and 
are often dependent on resources 
received directly from the county 
instead of from its own city. 

“I think the third district, as it is 
right now, or as it was drawn 10 years 
ago, actually has a really important 
logic behind it. And that is that the 
third district is providing a voice 
for small cities and unincorporated 
communities,” Brandt said. “It serves 
as a voice for those residents who 
often are very dependent on county 
services because they don’t receive 
the same level of services that you 
would if you were living in the City 
of Santa Barbara, or the City of Santa 
Maria.” 

For Isla Vista, redistricting is 
important because although the 
UC Santa Barbara college town is 
currently in the third district of Santa 
Barbara County, some of the maps 
that have been submitted thus far 
split the campus and Isla Vista into 
two different districts — a practice 
that Brandt described as “packing 
and cracking.” 

“You’d be cracking [the voting] 
power of a community that is one 
whole community and making our 
voting share less, and in two districts 
rather than whole and in one district,” 
Brandt said. 

Brandt added that the student 
community in Isla Vista — including 
K-12, undergraduates and graduates — 
is one whole community that should 
be kept together in one district. 

“In Isla Vista, we have dealt, for 
many years, with more conservative 
elements in our county that have 
claimed that students voting is not 
legitimate for some reason,” Brandt 
said. “Students are a permanent 
population in our county. Students 
pay taxes, students utilize public 
services and we deserve to be kept 
together in an inclusive way.” 

If Isla Vista gets split between 

two districts, there would be two 
representatives from the Board of 
Supervisors assigned to the area.

Brandt said that splitting Isla 
Vista would also make acquiring 
municipal services difficult, since two 
supervisors would be involved instead 
of one. 

“You’re now working with two 
different supervisors at the same time, 
and especially in a community like 
Isla Vista where we rely so much on 
the county for our municipal services 
because we’re an unincorporated 
area, that would be very difficult,” 
he continued. “Mechanically, when 
it comes to anything that we do — 
whether we’re going to the county to 
try and find support for something like 
the community center, renovations or 
whether we are making input on their 
policy when it comes to our libraries 
for example —  just having to work 
with multiple supervisors, it gets very 
difficult.” 

IVCSD Director Jay Freeman 

discussed the alternative situation 
of Isla Vista being grouped into a 
different district — specifically the 
second district. 

“I would be somewhat concerned 
that the second district supervisor 
would not be in the right headspace 
to deal with the university constantly. 
I feel like the [role of the] third 
district supervisor is to be an external 
negotiator with all of these other 
entities that exist outside of the 
county’s jurisdiction. And I think that 
by moving that interface with the 
university to a second district, that 
would probably harm the Isla Vistans’ 
ability to get attention and be able to 
make a strong stance,” Freeman said. 

Freeman added that the political 
consequences of being moved into the 
second district for Isla Vistans would 
not be “horrible.” However, Freeman 
said that splitting Isla Vista would 
have “devastating” consequences.

Turley said that she heard that 

Registered Voters in Santa Barbara County Districts

Source: Santa Barbara County 2020 General Election Voter Registration

This map shows the current district boundaries in Santa Barbara 
County as well as their political composition based on voter 
registration in the 2020 general election. Census tracts are colored to 
show the percentage of registered Democrats out of Democrats and 
Republicans as well as the population in the census tract.
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California State Controller Publishes UC Employee Earnings
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

All University of California 
employees’ pay and benefits from 
2020 were published on Sept. 28 
by the California State Controller, 
revealing that UC Santa Barbara 
professors made a median yearly 
salary of $157,312 — on average, 
$129,713 more than lecturers. 
Departments in UCSB’s College of 
Engineering also paid their professors 
and lecturers the most out of all 
UCSB departments.

Unlike the State Controller’s 
website, the UC has published 
employee pay from 2020 which also 
includes the names of non-student 
employees.

The median number of 
undergraduate courses taught by 
lecturers at UCSB in 2020 was six 
courses, with lecturers earning a 
median salary of $56,681. UCSB 
professors taught a median number 
of three undergraduate courses in 
2020, earning a median salary of 
$157,312.

Five    of   the   College    of  Engineering’s 
(CoE) six   undergraduate academic 
departments — along with the 
Engineering Sciences program 
— made up the six departments at 
UCSB with the highest professor 
and lecturer average gross pay in 
2020. The materials department in 
the CoE had the highest professor 
and lecturer average gross pay at 
$267,515.

The only CoE department that 
wasn’t in the top 10 departments 

by gross pay was the Technology 
Management Program which — 
due to these courses being taught 
almost entirely by lecturers instead 
of professors — was the department 
with the fourth-lowest average gross 
pay at $65,138 in 2020.

The subject areas with the lowest 
average gross pay were the College 
of Creative Studies music courses at 
$60,835, Korean courses at $37,840 
and Latin American and Iberian 
Studies courses at $19,811.

UCSB Chancellor Henry T. Yang 
was the  fourth-lowest paid chancellor 
of the 10 UCs, earning $428,873, 
with UC Merced  Chancellor Juan 
Sánchez Muñoz paid the lowest 
amount of all chancellors at $285,327.

The highest-earning employee 
in the entire UC was Chip Kelly, 
the football head coach for UC Los 
Angeles, receiving $4,313,333 in 2020 
after receiving $4,013,333 in “other 
pay” on top of his $300,000 regular 
salary.

UCLA paid the highest median 
professor salary out of all the UCs in 
2020 at $227,300 and the third-lowest 
median lecturer salary at $15,112. 
Conversely, UC Merced paid the 
lowest median professor salary at 
$124,948 and the highest lecturer 
median salary at $63,788.

The median lecturer salary at 
UCSB in 2020 was the third highest 
of all UCs at $39,330. The median 
associate professor salary at UCSB 
was $120,700 — the lowest of all UCs 
— and the median professor salary 
was $169,043, the sixth highest of all 
UCs.

Educational Opportunity Program’s 
American Indian and Indigenous 
Cultural Resource Center Hosts 
a Week of Events for Indigenous 

Peoples’ Day
Ellah Foster
Staff Writer

The Educational Opportunity 
Program’s American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural Resource 
Center held a series of campus 
events from Oct. 11-15 to celebrate 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day — the Oct. 
11 federal holiday that honors the 
Indigenous peoples of the United 
States.

The week started off with a 
hybrid celebration hosted in 
collaboration with the Coastal 
Band of the Chumash Nation, 
where community members 
gathered to discuss the 
significance of the holiday and 
their plans. American Indian and 
Indigenous Cultural Resource 
Center (AIICRC) peer mentor 
and third-year environmental 
studies major Jeanine Lomaintewa 
helped organize the events, with 
Educational Opportunity Program 
(EOP) coordinator and counselor 
Luther Richmond spearheading 
the operation.

“It was nice to see different 
people’s faces and get to know what 
they’re going to do for Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day,” Lomaintewa said. 

“Some people wear different shirts 
and rock their earrings and bling. 
I beaded earrings for a friend of 
mine and am currently working 
on a project knitting a quilted hat.”

Tuesday and Thursday were 
dedicated to “community hours,” 
which Lomaintewa described 
as a time where members of 
the AIICRC are available as 
resources to the UC Santa Barbara 
community. These community 
hours were hosted both online 
and in person.

Wednesday’s event featured a 
film screening sponsored by the 
UCSB MultiCultural Center as 
part of the Cup of Culture series. 
The documentary “Gather” is 
centered around the movement 
among Native Americans to 
reclaim their identities amidst the 
generational trauma of cultural 
genocide. 

“The purpose of this week’s 
events is just letting our community 
know that we’re here for anyone 
that needs support and if they want 
to talk about being indigenous 
in the community,” Lomaintewa 
said. “We’re here for them and 
we’re here to provide a family.”

Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

has become more prevalent in 
recent years in conjunction with 
an increase in resistance to the 
federally recognized Columbus 
Day. The AIICRC was not the 
only organization on campus to 
recognize Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day.

The library also hosted an online 
exhibition titled “Indigenous 
Peoples of the Americas,” which 
explores heritage and identity 
as well as cultural and political 
representation.

“I think it’s important to hold 
these events on the UCSB campus 
to let everyone know that we’re 
still here,” Lomaintewa said. “We 
haven’t gone extinct or anything. 
It’s our culture and it’s who we are, 
our identity. It’s hard, especially 
on this big campus, to have 
representation for our culture.” 

An email was also sent out 
to the student body by Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs 
Margaret Klawunn and UC 
President Michael V. Drake that 
recognized Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day, particularly the Chumash 
people who are acknowledged as 
the traditional custodians of the 
UCSB campus land.

Continued from p.1
Redistricting

Isla Vistans do not feel engaged in the 
redistricting process from attendees of 
the most recent Isla Vista Community 
Network meeting on Oct. 14. Though 
the deadline to submit a map online 
was Oct. 18, the commission is 
informally extending the deadline for 
submissions to Nov. 4, Turley said in an 
interview with the Nexus. 

“Being there at public meetings, 
taking a look at the maps online, 
sending in your comments about where 
you think the lines should be different 
or the same — that’s all extremely 
helpful feedback,” Turley said. 

The Nexus reported in September 
that Isla Vista might have an 
undercount in the census since many 
students were living with their families, 

and not near campus, from March 2020 
to June 2021 due to remote learning. 
Turley echoed the same concerns and 
added that, because of the undercount, 
students should be actively involved in 
the redistricting process now to avoid 
losing any more potential voting power. 

“In some ways, it’s even more 
important for students to have their 
voice heard in this process because 
they may have been undercounted 
in the census,” Turley said. “We can’t 
extrapolate outside of that data, but 
we know that the data doesn’t tell the 
whole story. And so that’s why we need 
students, people who live in Isla Vista 
who experience what it is like to be in 
this community, to tell us what is most 
important for them.”
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Transfer Student Center Hosts Events for National 
Transfer Student Week: A Spooktacular Painting 

Pia Ramos
Photo Editor

The UC Santa Barbara Transfer 
Student Center hosted a social 
event for transfer students to paint 
a canvas of their choice on Oct. 19 
in celebration of National Transfer 
Student Week.

“I enjoy working at the [Transfer 
Student Center (TSC)] because 
I want to give back to transfer 
students,” second-year global 
studies major and peer educator 
Darwin Lopez said. 

Lopez said he likes to see 
students coming in as strangers 
and then leaving the events as a 
group to eat a meal together.

In celebration of National 
Transfer Student Week, the TSC 
has been setting up events since 
Oct. 18 and will continue its 
festivities until Oct. 21. They have 
also been giving out Class of 2022 
water bottles for free. 

The TSC’s goal is to help 
transfer students adjust to campus 
as smoothly as possible. Due to 
COVID-19’s impact on individual 
social skills, Lopez believes that 
transfer students are deeply 
affected by the transition. 

“Students don’t really know each 
other [or] what resources they 
have available [and are] not yet 
familiar with campus itself during 
their first year,” Lopez said. 

The TSC encourages students 
to use their resources to their 
fullest potential and take all the 
opportunities that campus has to 
offer, academically and socially. 

“I’ve been promoting a lot of the 
events we have thus far,” Lopez 
said. “For example, this Halloween 
one today. We’re having a transfer 
student open house night coming 
up, workshops for UCDC and 
study abroad, as well as a grad 
info session. Overall, we just want 
to provide support. This is a safe 
space for transfer students and we 
not only want to emphasize that in 
words but show that through the 
events we host.”

Transfer students gather in the main room of the Transfer Student Center at the University 
Library’s first floor Oceanside to paint a Halloween-themed mini canvas.
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The Transfer Student Center fills another table on the other side of the room. 
Students who are part of the Transfer Student Alliance are painting their own 
canvases.

PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, October 21, 2021 Daily NexusNews4

Access Card Shortage Leaves Students Empty-Handed

Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor
Kyra Schimpf
Reporter

As UC Santa Barbara students 
begin their fourth week of fall 
quarter, many are still struggling 
to obtain their Access Cards for 
the 2021-22 school year as an 
Access Card shortage persists. 

Access Cards are the official 
identif ication card for UCSB 
community members and are 

issued to all members of the 
campus community. The cards are 
crucial for student identification, 
are required to access campus 
services and facilities and offer 
access to prepaid accounts for 
making purchases on and off 
campus, according to the UCSB 
Access Card website.

Facilities and services that 
require Access Cards include the 
University Library, the dining 
halls, computer and science labs, 
Associated Students and Athletic 

Department events, the SB bussing 
system and the Recreation Center 
(Rec Cen). 

However, many students on 
campus still have not received 
their Access Cards for the 2021-
22 school year. In response, the 
facilities that usually require 
Access Cards have compensated 
for students without them. 

At the beginning of fall quarter, 
lines for dining halls were split 
into two — one for students with 
Access Cards and one for students 

without. Students without Access 
Cards presented their COVID-
19 green badge, a form of 
identification and their student 
perm number. This two-line 
operation, however, has become 
lax as time has gone on, with 
most dining halls returning to 
the one-line system for students, 
regardless of whether or not they 
have attained their Access Card. 

The campus University Center 
(UCen) did not respond to 
multiple requests for comment 

about the card shortage from the 
Nexus. 

Many students have 
expressed frustrations with the 
inconveniences that occur without 
having an Access Card. 

“The only way it has affected 
me is that I have to wait in a 
longer line when I want to go eat 
at the dining commons — most of 
the time the line for those who 
don’t have Access Cards is way 
longer,” first-year actuarial science 
major Emmanuel Corona said. 

Corona said an issue he had 
with not having his Access Card 
was difficulty clocking in and out 
of his work. 

“I got hired and I didn’t know 
that you had to use your Access 
Card to clock in and clock out, 
and since I don’t have one, I have 
to write down the time I started 
working and the time I left,” he 
said. 

Corona tried multiple times to 
receive his Access Card, to no 
avail. 

“On Sept. 19, I sent my Access 
Card request and I didn’t get a 
response,” he said. “I went to the 
UCen later that month to see 
what was up with my Access 
Card and they still didn’t have it. 
I’ve gone to the UCen, like, three 
times in total to see if they have 
my card, and they have just told 
me to wait.” 

However, Corona recognized 
the efforts the university made to 
allow students to access campus 
facilities and services without an 
Access Card. 

“I think they have compensated 
in a way that they manage to 
get around and find alternatives 
to the Access Card, like saying 
your perm number and such,” he 
added. 

Second-year undeclared major 

Rohan Solanki said that although 
not having an Access Card has 
not severely impacted his life, he 
thinks the university could have 
taken better measures to ensure 
that more students could get their 
Access Cards sooner. 

“I’d say it’s made my life slightly 
inconvenient, just getting into 
the Rec Cen and dining halls. 
Everything takes slightly longer 
than it should take. I think they 
could’ve been better prepared and 
should’ve communicated better 
with students,” Solanki said. 

Second-year economics and 
data science and statistics double 
major Aron Ma echoed Solanki’s 
remarks and finds still not having 
an Access Card “frustrating.” 

“It’s pretty annoying, albeit not 
the worst thing in the world,” 
Ma said. “I think they did the 
bare minimum which was to just 
let you go places without your 
Access Card, but by having to 
basically present everything else 
separately is pretty problematic.”

None of the students interviewed 
have received any information 
on when they will receive their 
Access Cards. 

Fifth-year feminist studies 
major and Student Advocate 
General Geovany Lucero said that 
they have not received concrete 
answers from the administration 
on why many students have not 
obtained their Access Cards yet 
nor when the university believes 
students will receive them.

However, Lucero said the root 
of the issue was technological, as 
there was a malfunction on the 
coding of the Access Cards. 

“It was a malfunction on the 
actual coding and programming 
of the Access Cards,” Lucero 
said. “We were swiping but it just 
wouldn’t read.” 

Students have experienced delays with receiving Access Cards and have had delays in accessing university resources as a result.

KARLA MARIN / DAILY NEXUS 

Students Share Quarantining Experiences as In-Person Instruction Resumes
Regan Wheatly
Staff Writer
Kyra Schimpf
Reporter

As in-person classes resume 
for the first time in 18 months, 
UC Santa Barbara has created 
quarantine guidelines for those 
testing positive for COVID-
19 or experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms to help keep both 
students and staff safe from the 
virus. 

Students have been reporting 
both positive and negative 
experiences with UCSB’s 
quarantining process, with many 
being in self-isolation for different 
reasons and periods of time. 

According to UCSB’s Health 
and Wellness website, those who 
have tested positive for COVID-
19 must quarantine for 10 days 
following a positive test result 
or 10 days from when they first 
experience the onset of COVID-
19 symptoms. 

Those who are vaccinated 
but have COVID-19-related 
symptoms must take a test as 
soon as possible. If the test comes 
back negative, they must still 
stay home for 24 hours before 
returning to normalcy. Those who 
are unvaccinated with COVID-19 
symptoms must quarantine for a 
full 10 days, no matter the result 
of their test. Students arriving on 
campus also have to quarantine if 
their second dose of the vaccine 
had been administered within 15 
days of them arriving. 

“A  member from  the  
quarantine/isolation (Q/I) 
housing team also will contact 
[students] to assess their needs 
and preferences regarding Q/I 
housing and other services while 
isolating. Each case is handled 
individually in order to provide 
full care specific to the student 
and their situation,” UCSB 
spokesperson Andrea Estrada said 
in a statement to the Nexus. 

According to UCSB’s Student 
Health Service, 26 students — who 
live both on and off campus — have 
used Q/I housing since move-in. 

First-year philosophy major 
Koosha Yar was placed under 
quarantine from Sept. 17-20 
because he had gotten his second 

vaccine dose within 15 days of 
arriving on campus.

Yar said isolated students must 
receive a meal request form from 
the front desk of their dorms, 
which both they and a resident 
assistant (RA) need to sign, in 
accordance with quarantine 
guidelines. Students can then 
receive a meal at the dining 
commons, which they must then 
bring back to their residence hall. 

“At the beginning of the year, 
it was a little bit of a struggle 
because you want to go get food 
with your friends and everything 
but you’re not supposed to. You’re 
supposed to just grab your box, 
go inside, get food and leave.” Yar 
said. 

However, the quarantining 
process did not go smoothly for 
first-year pre-biology major Alexis 
Arias, who went into isolation in 
her quadruple dorm room on Oct. 
12 until she received a negative 
COVID-19 test on Oct. 15.

“I got sick on Saturday, but 
they put me in isolation status on 
Tuesday,” Arias said. “I contacted 
Student Health Services because 
I wanted to get an appointment 
with a doctor because I thought I 
had strep throat. When you report 
symptoms, they change your 
badge [status to] isolation and you 
can’t do anything to change that.”

Though her badge signaled she 
was in isolation, Arias was not 
given any information on how to 
pick up food. 

“When I talked to the Student 
Health nurse, I told her I couldn’t 
enter the dining commons without 
a green badge and she said to try 
the Ortega Dining Commons, but 
she wasn’t sure,” Arias said.

After figuring out how to get 
meals from the dining hall, Arias, 
who was receiving help from her 
roommate during this process, 
reached another problem — she 
couldn’t locate her RA to get her 
meal request form signed.

“My roommate tried to take 
stuff from the dining hall for me 
[without a form] and told the 
workers what the situation was 
and they made her throw away 
the food that she was going to 
bring back to me,” Arias said. “If 
we’re going to do school during 
COVID-19 and people get sick, we 

should have a lot better processes 
and planning. If you’re a student in 
isolation, there should be someone 
to bring you food.” 

Cali Walker, a fourth-year 
English and communication 
double major and RA for the Santa 
Rosa Residence Hall, said RAs 
only get involved in a situation if 
it’s in their respective residence 
hall, but it doesn’t have to be for 
someone directly on their f loor.

“You only get involved if it’s in 
your hall. If a student is feeling 
sick, then they would report it 
and they get these meal voucher 

forms to fill out. That basically 
allows them to get food picked up 
from the dining commons. And 
any RA can sign them — even if 
it’s not your resident assistant,” 
Walker said.

When asked about the process to 
receive meals in isolation, UCSB’s 
Student Health center stated that 
its campus case investigators 
and the housing team meet with 
students to discuss their options 
while quarantining to ensure that 
they have adequate resources to 
obtain meals and other essentials. 

“Students receive printed 

information to be sure they 
understand their situation and the 
public health requirements,” the 
statement read. 

Furthermore, a representative 
from the Student Health 
administration said that students 
who are put into Q/I housing and 
live in the on-campus residence 
halls will have their meals 
delivered. Students who don’t live 
in the on-campus residence halls 
can either bring food with them 
into quarantine housing, have their 
roommates drop off their meals or 
use a food delivery service instead. 

The Associated Students Food 
Bank also provides assistance to 
quarantining students who are 
food insecure.

Luckily, it appears that the 
number of students who have 
experienced quarantine is low, 
according to the Student Health 
Service’s previous sum of students 
and RAs’ own estimations. 

“For me, I’ve only had two 
people [who’ve had to isolate],” 
Walker said. “A lot of it was just 
because they were being cautious 
— like they should. Nothing was 
actually COVID.” 

Nexus File Photo
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RCSGD Hosts a Week of Events for National Coming Out Day
Fiona Andersons
Reporter

UC Santa Barbara’s Resource 
Center for Sexual and Gender 
Diversity celebrated the Oct. 11 
National Coming Out Day with 
a week of discussion groups and 
events from Oct. 11-15, providing 
both festivities and support for 
those celebrating. 

As a week-long opportunity for 
individuals to share pride or come 
out to their friends and family, the 
Resource Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity (RCSGD) set 
up a Coming Out Photo Booth 
that featured a wall of iridescent 
rainbow streamers and an arch 
of balloons in a rainbow color 
variation. Various props, such as 
pride f lags, masquerade masks 
and signs, were provided for 
participants to use while taking 
these photos. 

“When we thought about how 
we wanted to show community 
this year, we [thought] about two 
cohorts of students who have not 
been on campus before, who are 
new to campus this fall, who are 
really looking for community, 
really looking for connections, 
to have visibility and to be with 
one another,” RCSGD Program 
Coordinator Sky Limon said. 
“We thought a photobooth would 
be the perfect way to continue 
to come out — or for new folks 
who are on campus to have the 
opportunity to come out — to 
peers and their friends and families 
on social media.” 

Students had the option 
of posting their photo booth 
photos using RCSGD’s hashtag 
#prideyourway. However, 
RCSGD recognized that not all 
participants were ready to post 
about their gender or sexual 
orientation publicly. As a result, 
the photo booth was located inside 
the RCSGD lounge, which Limon 
described as strategic for the safety 
and comfort of all participants. 

“Ideally we wanted to have 
[the photo booth] either outside 
or in the hallway, but we still 
wanted to ensure that it was a 
confidential matter,” Limon said. 

“[Since] not everyone is going to 
be posting [about the photo booth 
photos] or sharing them on all 
their networks, we really had to 
think about what space we could 
use that was big enough yet small 
enough, out enough but not too 
out, so that it’s safe for folks.”

Alongside the photo booth, 
RCSGD held its weekly 
IdentiTEAS series on Oct. 13, 
focusing on the topic of “Coming 
Out and Being Outed.” According 
to student volunteer coordinator 
and fourth-year psychology and 
brain sciences major Marco 
Sosa, who co-hosted the event, 
IdentiTEAS are intimate, 
confidential discussion spaces 
held every Wednesday evening in 
the RCSGD lounge. Community 
agreements are in place to keep 
the information shared within 
the confines of the meeting. This, 
Sosa said, ensures a space where 
participants can be vulnerable 
with each other. 

Sosa emphasized the impact 
that access to community spaces 
and support networks can have 
on an LGBTQIA+ individual just 
coming out and for individuals 
throughout their journey as a 
member of the LGBTQIA+ 
community. 

“IdentiTEAS is important in 
that oftentimes within our shared 
identities of being queer, trans, 
LGBTQIA+ in general, it can feel 
very isolating,” Sosa said. “It can 
feel like you’re facing everything 
alone. For me, it removes that 
isolating factor just sitting in a 
community where everyone has 
similar struggles.” 

For Sosa, hearing the 
experiences and stories of other 
members of the community 
firsthand creates solidified bonds 
amongst participants. 

“We also value those lived-
experiences because we know that 
you can read about something 
in the newspaper, you can read 
about it online, you can go out 
and find some kind of literature 
on it or a movie, but it’s much 
different speaking to a person 
who’s actually lived through that 
experience because you also get 

the raw emotional aspect,” Sosa 
said. “It’s more than just education, 
it’s also that you get the emotions 
and connection with people, 
and you can maintain those 
connections as well.”

While facilitating these events, 
RCSGD continued its usual 
weekly activities, such as Trans 
Empowerment Hours on Oct. 12, 
GNC & Trans Talks on Oct. 13 
and QTBIPOC Empowerment 
Hours on Oct. 14. Events added 
for National Coming Out week 
included the LGBTQ+ of 
Afternoon Games + Fun on Oct. 
14, in which participants played 
board games and made group 
connections. For those like fourth-
year chemistry major Jo Sanderson 
who hoped to retain a connection 
with the LGBTQIA+ community, 
board games were the perfect 
setting to get to know her peers. 

“Playing board games sounded 
fun and I always meet nice people 
when I come to these events,” 
Sanderson said. “Cards Against 
Humanity is probably my favorite 
game to play amongst other people 
at this event because it’s not just all 
about the game, it’s about getting 
to know other people. You do this 
by thinking the same things are 
funny, and you get to know people 
via the game.”

Fifth-year transfer student and 
English and film and media studies 
double major Nicholas Gamber, 
who had not yet been actively 
involved in the LGBTQIA+ 
community on campus, said that 
the RCSGD National Coming Out 
Day events were a great place to 
start. 

“Since I never really had a coming 
out and I kind of just did it, people 
accepted it maybe because they 
already thought that I was part 
of the LGBTQIA+ community, 
and I’ve never really felt involved,” 
Gamber said. “I thought the next 
best thing would be to come to 
these events and meet new people. 
It seems to be working out really 
well, everyone is very social and 
seems very invested in being here.” 

“You just have to find the right 
place on campus to make that 
community, and I think [the 

RCSGD] is one of those places,” 
he continued. 

For others like Limon, this 
community doesn’t just stand 
for support, but it stands for 
strength, something that they 
hope to continue imparting to 
all individuals in the LGBTQIA+ 
community who are ready for it. 

“When talking about National 
Coming Out Day, it’s not only 
a reminder to people that we’re 
not straight and we’re not cis, 
but it’s more of a power that we 
hold — a power to tell people that 
we belong, that we’re here, that 
we exist and that we’re here in 
community and resilience. It’s also 

understanding that not everybody 
is able to use that power,” Limon 
said. “For those who can’t come 
out and be themselves in whatever 
capacity that means, I just want 
them to know that the RCSGD is 
holding this power for them and is 
ready to embrace them whenever 
they are ready to be themselves.” 

Students gathered at RCSGD’s photo booth and played games during the organization’s week of events in 
honor of National Coming Out Day.  

FIONA ANDERSONS / DAILY NEXUS 
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Café Picasso Re-Opens After Pandemic, Offering Free Brunch on Sundays
Nisha Malley
Reporter

For the fourth time since pausing 
operations in March 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, students 
gathered at the porch of the St. 
Michael’s University Church “Little 
House” to enjoy a free brunch from 
the Café Picasso food pantry on 
Oct. 17. 

The Isla Vista program, 
supported by funding from St. 
Michael’s University Church, aims 
to bring awareness to local food 
insecurity and provide students in 
need with nutritional, warm and 
home-cooked meals, along with 
free pantry samples. 

Third-year sociology major 

Adolfo Reyes interns at Café 
Picasso, where he helps prepare 
and cook the weekly meals.

“Especially here in I.V., there’s 
a lot of food insecurity that goes 
unseen and it’s important to fight 
it,” Reyes said. “That’s what I enjoy. 
That’s what I get the gratitude 
from.”

The cafe served platters of 
chicken and potato taquitos with 
sides of black beans, pico de gallo, 
crema and salad. Coffee and juices 
were also available as part of the 
cafe’s regular offering.

The pantry inside the Little 
House — which is accessible during 
brunch hours — is stocked with dry 
goods, snacks, feminine hygiene 
products and toiletries. Café 

Picasso also distributes paper bags 
of beans, rice, macaroni, granola 
bars and snacks to their customers.

Café Picasso intern and third-
year sociology and Chicanx studies 
double major Rosario Sosa Fuentes 
encouraged students to come not 
just for the food but also for the 
welcoming social atmosphere.

“It’s a great opportunity to eat 
for free and to meet other students, 
too. With COVID, it’s been really 
hard for people to interact with 
others and find friends, so I feel like 
this is a great place to start,” Sosa 
Fuentes said.

Sosa Fuentes said the cafe strives 
to prepare balanced meals while 
being inclusive of people’s dietary 
restrictions, usually offering 

vegetarian or vegan options. The 
cafe also seeks to design its menu 
based on patron recommendations 
and has so far felt encouraged to 
cook Hispanic foods, according to 
Sosa Fuentes.

As the school year progresses, 
Sosa Fuentes said the program 
hopes to increase brunch turnout 
as well as the program’s budget. 
Reyes added that they also want 
to improve community outreach 
to better focus their efforts on 
undocumented students.

“We have a focus on 
undocumented students, so we 
try to help them out as much as 
we can. They’re coming into a 
different space that might not be 
welcoming, so that’s important,” 

Reyes said.
Café Picasso hosts the free 

brunch every Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

on 6586 Picasso Road. Students 
can dine-in at the outdoor seating 
or take meals to-go.

Café Picasso serves free brunch at the St. George Youth Center on 
Sundays. Currently, the cafe is basing its menu on the preferences of 
its customers and has so far felt encouraged to cook Hispanic foods. 

JUSTIN TSE / DAILY NEXUS 
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UNH Physicist Presents, “Plantation Politics in S.T.E.M.”
Nisha Malley
Reporter

Theoretical Physicist and 
Assistant Professor at the University 
of New Hampshire Chanda 
Prescod-Weinstein spoke about the 
intersection of science and racial 
diversity at her lecture on Oct. 14, 
hosted by the UC Santa Barbara 
MultiCultural Center. 

The talk, titled “Plantation 
Politics in S.T.E.M.,” covered 
the history of racism in science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(S.T.E.M.) fields through the lens 
of colonialism and pinpointed the 
ways in which underrepresented 
minority faculty, like herself, still 

experience the perpetuation of 
white supremacy in academia.

As one of 100 Black women in 
the United States ever to receive a 
Ph.D. from a department of physics 
and the first Black woman to hold 
a tenure-track faculty position in 
theoretical cosmology or particle 
theory, Prescod-Weinstein said she 
has engaged in activism for equality 
in science and in Black feminist 
scientific research throughout her 
career.

She emphasized that the work 
of unnamed Black engineers, 
midwives, agriculturalists and 
plant biologists is what led her 
and other scientists to exist in a 
predominately white space today. 

In addition, she said that current 
stereotyped attitudes about race 
create barriers and dissuade 
underrepresented minorities from 
participating in science.

The professor also discussed the 
“persistent” lack of trust between the 
Black and scientific communities, 
especially in interactions with 
doctors. She related this tenuous 
relationship to a historical pattern of 
medical practitioners violating the 
bodily rights of Black individuals, 
such as when the founding father 
of modern gynecology operated on 
unanesthetized and enslaved Black 
women.

According to Prescod-Weinstein, 
modern attempts to rectify 

the exploitation of Black people 
and their expulsion from white-
controlled spaces have relied on 
opening dialogues around diversity 
and inclusion and increasing 
underrepresented minority (URM) 
representation in educational 
institutions.

However, without substantive 
efforts to accompany conversation, 
she said that diversity initiatives 
serve as “cheap substitutes” in 
place of “materially changing 
the conditions that marginalize 
people.”

“The problem with diversity and 
inclusion discourse is that it asks us 
to live in a box where people are still 
getting killed,” Prescod-Weinstein 

said. “Talking about diversity and 
inclusion will not prevent another 
Tamir Rice from being murdered 
in the park. It will not prevent 
another Aiyana Stanley-Jones from 
being murdered on her couch.”

Prescod-Weinstein experienced 
f irsthand how educational 
institutions use strong diversity 
rhetoric to maintain legitimacy 
while tokenizing their URM 
faculty. She recalled how the 
director of the institute at her 
graduate school asked her to 
deliver a major presentation, using 
her appearance to project a more 
inclusive image of the university 
despite her experiencing “severe 
racism” while studying there.

In the past, Prescod-Weinstein 
said she would lose sight of the 
social value of her work, as her 
research seems far removed from 
the efforts of grassroots racial 
justice movements. She recalled 
once wondering why she was 
spending time working through 
quantum field theory calculations 
while her mother was in the streets 
protesting for Black Lives Matter.

In response to her doubts, she said 
her mother told her the following: 
“The things that you want to think 
about matter. The way that you 
think about the universe matters … 
People need to know that we live 
in a universe that is bigger than the 
bad things that happen to us.”
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Halloween Archives in Isla Vista

Isla Vista 
Community 

Services 
District

Law 
Enforcement

The Isla Vista Community Services District 
created a $10,000 grant program for local 
organizations putting 
on Halloween events to 
use in their 
programming. 

The 
grant money 
will allow local community 
organizations to enter a facility-use agreement 
with the Isla Vista Community Services 
D i s t r ic t (IVCSD) to fund 

its Halloween 
programming 

and temporarily become 
a community facility, IVCSD General 
Manager Jonathan Abboud said during the 
Oct. 12 IVCSD meeting. 

As of Oct. 18, the  Isla Vista Food Cooperative 
and St. George Youth Center are the two local 
organizations using IVCSD funding to sponsor 
their Halloween events. The Isla Vista Food 
Co-op is hosting a costume contest open to 
all participants on Oct. 30 on its patio, and the 
St. George Youth Center has offered to work 
with IVCSD to host a pumpkin-carving event 
on Oct. 31. In addition, IVCSD will also help 
fund UC Santa Barbara Associated Students’ 
Haunt the Loop event on Oct. 31. 

IVCSD will also have its safety stations at 
Little Acorn Park beginning at 8 p.m. where 
people can grab water, charge their phones 
and ask for a 
community 
s e r v i c e 
off icer to 
escort them home if 
they live in Isla Vista.

Isla Vista 
Recreation & 
Park District

Isla Vista Recreation and Park District 
is collaborating with Lucidity Festival, 
the Isla Vista Community Relations 
Committee and Environment Makers to 
host a Haunted Pumpkin Patch on Oct. 
27-29 from 7-11 p.m. at Estero Park in 
Isla Vista. Participants will have a guided 
experience of a story told through costumed 
performers, lighting and projection art and 
more. This experience will also include a 
pumpkin patch, which will provide a free 
pumpkin to each participating 
group. This 
event is free 
and open to all. 

UC Santa 
Barbara

A.S. Program Board
UC Santa Barbara’s Associated Students 

Program Board will be hosting a variety of 
Halloween events leading up to the 31st. 

The board is holding a Pumpkins and 
Puppies event on Oct. 21, from 1-3 p.m. at 
Storke Plaza, where UCSB students can 
paint pumpkins and pet therapy dogs. 
No registration or payment is required, 
and masks and physical distancing are 

encouraged. 
The Associated Students (A.S.) 
Program Board is also hosting 

Spooky Screenings on Oct. 
26 and Nov. 2 at Isla Vista 
Theater, where participants 
can watch the movie 
screenings of “Candyman” 

and “The Forever Purge.”
These events lead up to 

Delirium 2021, an annual Halloween 
weekend show on Saturday, Oct. 30. The 
artist lineup will be posted on the A.S. 
Program Board’s Instagram account at a 
later date. 

UCSB Recreation Center, Office of 
Student Life, Life of the Party, Health 
& Wellness

In collaboration with the Office of 
Student Life, Life of the Party and Health 
& Wellness, UCSB’s Recreation Center will 
host Hallowheels on Oct. 29, from 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m., where participants can rollerskate, 
paint pumpkins, dance in silent disco, use 
photo booths, join costume contests, enjoy 
free food and candy, watch Halloween 
movies and more. 

All students are welcome to attend and 
must bring their student identification card. 
There will also be a staff skating social prior 
to the event from 3-5 p.m.

A.S. EVPLA Office
Associated Students’ Office of the External 

Vice President for Local Affairs is organizing 
the annual Haunt the Loop event on Oct. 
31, from 3-5 p.m., where the children of Isla 
Vista can enjoy a trick-or-treat experience 
for free. Raff le prizes will also be provided 
by the IVCSD.  

Latinx UCSB Networking Association 
+ EOP

In collaboration with the Educational 
Opportunity Program, the Latinx UCSB 
Networking Association will host their 
annual Día de Los Muertos event on Nov. 
2, from 4-7 p.m., which will celebrate the 

holiday of the Day of the Dead. 

During Halloween weekend, parts of 
campus and Isla Vista will be blocked off 
for parking. The Isla Vista Foot Patrol 
(IVFP) is not currently planning on 
blocking traffic to Del Playa, but that 
may change depending on activity on 
Del Playa during Halloween weekend. 

IVFP will also not be using any 
horse-mounted units during Halloween 
weekend and will be responding to all 
events west of Camino Pescadero. 

IVFP Lieutenant John Maxwell said 
that the foot patrol decided to increase 
staffing for Halloween weekend but 
not on the scale of previous years. 
The UC Police Department (UCPD) 
will be upstaffing with police from 
non-UCSB UCPD officers coming 
for Halloween weekend.  

No streets leading to Del Playa 
will be barricaded, Maxwell said 

during the Oct. 14 Isla Vista Community 
Network Meeting. Maxwell also said that 
IVFP does not expect to restrict parking or 
tow cars on Del Playa. 

“Right now, it seems like it’s going to be 
a good weekend,” Maxwell said. “I think 
it’s going to go well; we’re hoping for a 
local event and a peaceful one.” 

Anyone without an ePermit will not be 
allowed to park on campus on Friday and 
Saturday night of Halloween weekend. 

In addition, the City of Goleta placed 
parking restrictions on the following areas: 
Cannon Green Drive to the west, Hollister 
Avenue to the north, Storke Road to the 

east and Whittier Drive to the south.
Most UCSB residence halls and 
the Sierra Madre Villages campus 

apartment complex will have 
fencing as well. However, unlike 
in previous years, the center 
median of El Colegio will not 
be fenced. 

Students living on campus 
housing will not be allowed 
to have guests beginning 
Oct. 29 through Halloween 
weekend. There will 
also be law enforcement 
vehicle checkpoints  at 
the Santa Ynez and Sierra 
Madre Villages apartment 
complexes.



SPORTS
The NFL had an anticlimactic 
slate of games this weekend. 

Marquee matchups were over 
by the start of the second half. 
The Chargers-Ravens game, a 

matchup between two 4-1 teams, 
ended in a 34-6 blowout for 

Baltimore.

Armchair QB
Cal Poly was not able to get revenge against 

the Gauchos this weekend. After winning 
2-0 at Harder Stadium, the Gauchos were 

not able to score against Cal Poly. The Blue-
Green Rivalry ended in a 0-0 tie.

UCSB Athletics

Preston Espar
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s volleyball team saw 
their 7-game winning streak 
end this weekend with a 3-1 
loss to the UC Davis Aggies. 
The ending of the streak 
came only a few days after 
their 3-0 victory against the 
UC Riverside Highlanders 
on Thursday night. With the 
loss, the Gauchos now sit a 
game behind the University 
of Hawai’i; a team that is 8-0 
against Big West opponents 
this year. 

UCSB began play this past 
weekend against UC Riverside. 
UCSB was 6-0 in conference 
play coming into the match, 
while Riverside was 0-6. The 
Gauchos came out with the 
intensity they have played 
with all season as they held 
the lead for the entirety of the 
f irst game and led by as many 
as 6 points at one part of the 
game. The Gauchos were sharp 
defensively and forced UC 
Riverside to 7 attacking errors 
and an abysmal .122 hitting 
percentage. The f inal score of 
the f irst game was 25-20.

The second game was not 
much different for UCSB. 
The Gauchos stayed on the 
attack with a .517 hitting 
percentage and took an early 
lead in the game. However, the 
Highlanders were able to storm 
back and tie the game at 14-14. 
The Gauchos were not fazed 
and ended the game on an 11-5 
run to take a 2-0 set lead.  

In the f inal set of the night, 
UCSB played their best defense 
of the game. The Gauchos 
held their opponents to a .000 
hitting percentage. The offense 
was also strong, as f ive different 
players had multiple kills in 

the set. The Gauchos led by 
as many as 9 points and ended 
the set on a 5-0 run to end the 
match at 3-0.

The Gauchos stayed on 
the road for their next match 
and traveled north to take on 
UC Davis. In the f irst set of 
the match, UCSB was able to 
acquire a 15-10 lead. However, 
the Aggies tied the game at 16 
apiece. The teams eventually 
went to extra points to decide 
the set. After a back and forth, 
the Aggies were able to string 
together back-to-back kills to 
go up 1-0. 

The second set of the match 
was not as competitive for the 
Gauchos. After going down 2-1 
early, UCSB never recovered 
and lost the set 25-21. The 
Aggies hit 9 of their 19 blocks 
in this set and carried the 
momentum for the rest of the 
game. 

Even with the Aggies’ strong 
performance, UCSB was able 
to f ight back in the third set. 
The Gauchos had an 8-point 
lead during part of the set and 
held UC Davis to a .154 hitting 
percentage, while they put up a 
hitting percentage of .343. The 
Gauchos were able to win the 
set 25-18 to get back into the 
match. 

In the f inal frame of the night, 
UCSB fought valiantly and tied 
the set at 23-23. However, after 
earning 2 more points, UC Davis 
won both the set and match. 
The loss ended the Gauchos’ 
7-game winning streak and put 
them behind Hawai’i in the Big 
West standings. 

Next week, the Gauchos 
will look to get back on track 
with their match against CSU 
Northridge and at least go back 
into a tie for f irst place with 
a victory against Hawai’i on 
Friday night.

Volleyball Splits Weekend Games Against Big West Opponents

Garret Harcourt 
Sports Editor

Beginning with the first game of 
the week, the UC Santa Barbara 
men’s soccer team took on the UC 
San Diego Tritons on their home 
turf on Wednesday, Oct. 13. 

The Gauchos took an early 
lead against the Tritons in the fifth 
minute and never looked back. 
Senior forward Ameyawu Muntari 
crossed in a corner, which then took 
a couple of deflections before falling 
to junior center back Henry Davies 
who banged in the goal from close 
range. 

 By the numbers, the Gauchos 
narrowly controlled the game. The 
Gauchos had 16 shots as opposed to 
the Tritons’ 11 and had 1 more shot 
on target than UC San Diego’s 4. 

 Each of the goalkeepers produced 
4 saves, while the Tritons’ goalkeeper 
allowed the lone goal to Davies. The 
Gauchos also managed to have 3 
corner kicks, while the Tritons only 
had 1 corner kick and 2 offsides. 

 Although the Gauchos had 8 

fouls in the contest, they managed 
to avoid drawing any yellow cards. 
Another notable achievement was 
that this was the Gauchos’ second 
straight clean sheet and their third 
shutout in league play. 

The next league game took place 
against rival Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. This game was a slugfest 
as both the Gauchos and Mustangs 
didn’t manage to score throughout 
two overtimes. 

The game was very choppy as 
no one was able to gain control in 
the first half of the game until the 
Gauchos finally started to control 
the game in the second half. 

The Gauchos controlled the game 
in the second half, but Cal Poly 
presented more of a threat as the 
procession did not lead to chances 
but only opened the Mustangs’ 
counterattack. 

For the second game in a row, 
junior forward Thaabit Baartman 
had the most shots in the game 
for the Gauchos with 5 shots, and 
unlike in the previous game, he 
managed to get 2 shots on target. 

The game, by the numbers, was 
similar on each side with the same 
number of shots and the Gauchos 
having 1 more shot on target with 3.

One area the Gauchos look to 
improve in for the next game would 
be the execution with set pieces, as 
they managed to get 10 corner kicks 
in the contest with no goal coming 
from them. 

One positive from the game was 
that the Gauchos’ defense was able 
to keep its third consecutive clean 
sheet and fourth shutout in league 
play. 

The Gauchos sit at the top of the 
Big West Conference with 14 points, 
3 points clear of second-place Cal 
Poly. 

Their next two games come 
against No. 7 Sacramento State and 
No. 4 UC Riverside. Each side was 
unbeaten in their last match, with 
UC Riverside tying and Sacramento 
State winning their last match.  

The Gauchos will look to extend 
their unbeaten run in the league to 8 
games and stay atop of the Big West 
standings. 

Ethan Gardner
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara women’s soccer team has 
opened conference play with a convincing record of 
5-1-1 and doesn’t look to end their run of good form 
any time soon. Currently third in the Big West table, 
they have the potential to make a run at the Big West 
championship, which will be held on Nov. 7.

Much of this early success can be attributed to a 
stellar defensive output from the Gauchos, who have 
let in just 3 goals in their 7 league appearances. In 
addition, they have yet to let in more than 1 goal in 
a conference game. 

Supported by big minutes from star defenders 
senior Emma Vanderhyden and freshman Shaye 
Douglas, the Gauchos managed a streak of 4 clean 
sheets before letting up 1 to UC San Diego in a 2-1 
victory. Junior goalkeeper Evann Smith has been 
locked down as well, recording a conference play 
save percentage of 89.3%.

In the Gauchos’ most recent competition, they 
exhibited heart and class, coming back from a 1-0 
deficit to beat the UC San Diego Tritons 2-1 away. 

After conceding in the 30th minute, UCSB turned 
the game around almost immediately and equalized 
from redshirt sophomore midfielder Skye Shaffer’s 
first goal of the season, which was scored in the 37th 
minute. Vanderhyden completed the comeback in 
the 79th minute, placing 1 in the right side of the net 
to give the team the go-ahead goal. With that shot, 
Vanderhyden also propelled herself to the top of the 
team in goals scored as well as total points.

Even with the 2 goals, the Gauchos struggled to 
create offensive pressure for most of the night. UCSB 
was only able to get 3 shots on goal while the Tritons 
were able to fire 7 shots at Smith. The Gauchos 
made up for their lack of offensive aggression on 
the defensive side of the ball. In total, the Gauchos 
amassed a total of 13 fouls while UC San Diego 
committed 9.

Following the win against the Tritons, the Gauchos 
look to a tough matchup against rival Cal Poly on 
Oct. 21. The Mustangs currently sit at the top of 
the Big West with a 6-1 conference record and wins 
against top competitors including Cal State Fullerton 
and UC San Diego. 

This game will have big implications for seeding 
in the Big West tournament, as a win could see the 
Gauchos take first place in the division. The ‘Chos 

are animated for such an important and historically 
contentious matchup against their archrivals.

Men’s Soccer Retains the 
Top Spot in Conference

Women’s Soccer Stays Winning 
Against the Big West Conference
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UCSB To Remove Lagoon

Chace Duma
Water-Based News Correspondent

We all knew it was too good to be true. Two 
bodies of water on one campus? It’s absurd to 
think we got away with it for so long! Well, the 
day of reckoning has come. Much to the dismay 
of many sunbathers, amateur scuba divers and 
campus bottom feeders, UCSB will be removing 
the lagoon starting next week. 

That’s right. Say goodbye to your favorite 
stinky puddle, to those mysterious, murky 
depths, beckoning … calling for you … yes … 
come closer … dip a toe in … No! No longer! 
Our tasty little algae-covered treat will soon 
be gone for good. Outraged and grieving, 
we sent our reporters straight to the door of 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang to see what kind of 
careful deliberation went into such an impactful 
decision.

“I was just kind of over the whole fucking 
thing, you know?” Yang said when pressed by 
our reporters while sucking on the soul of a 
shriveled-up freshman. “Water, plants, fish … 
it all just seems a little silly, don’t you think?” 
We pleaded for more information but Yang 
refused to comply, responding only with a series 
of unintelligible growls and short whistles. 
Discouraged but determined, we set our sights 
on the Lagoon Removal Task Force (LRTF) to 
search for answers. The whole thing seemed so 
absurd! How would they go about removing a 
whole body of water?

“Our current plan is to give some thirsty little 
guys a lot of straws and let them go to town,” 
claimed the head of the LRTF as they kicked 

their feet up on the desk, knocking over and 
spilling a paper-filled jar of validating mantras. 
“Backups include lots of sponges, one big wave 
and evaporation. Safe to say, we have this under 
control.” They took a shaky glance at the mess 
of folded papers on their desk before taking a 
deep breath, closing their eyes and whispering, 
“I am enough. I am healing. I am my own 
superstar.”  

The university has, of course, received some 
backlash since going public with this devious 
scheme. In an act of protest, a couple of brave 
students anchored themselves to the bottom 
of the lagoon with their heads bobbing just 
above the surface. Unfortunately, within a day, 
their skin had dissolved and their bones joined 
the rocky f loor of the lagoon, leaving nothing 
behind except the foul stench of sulfur and 
activism. 

One complaint gaining traction among the 
student body is that the university’s funds 
might be better spent on more pressing matters, 
like the housing crisis that is currently leaving 
hundreds of students houseless. When pressed 
on this issue, Yang responded, “Housing crisis? 
I haven’t heard anything about a housing crisis. 
Are you feeling OK, babe? You’re acting super 
irrational right now.” 

Unfortunately, it looks like there’s no stopping 
this train. Make sure to say your final goodbyes 
to the lagoon and any creatures lurking in its 
many cracks and mossy crevices. Soon, it will 
be but a f leeting memory.

Chace Duma forgot to write a byline like a little 
bitch boy
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Shit! Pedestrian Painfully Aware 
They’ll Never See Hot Biker Again

Sam Franzini
Bike Boi

ISLA VISTA, CALIF. — Dammit. It’s happening 
again. You’re minding your business, riding to 
class, just trying to pedal fast enough so that 
some try-hard doesn’t pass you when you see the 
biker. Him or her. Doesn’t matter. Everyone here 
is beautiful, so much so it’s annoying. In dinky 
old Iowa, a college-age student like you would be 
an 8, maybe a 9 on a good day. But here, you’re 
a 2 compared to the literal models sitting next to 
you in your gen ed classes. But this biker, oh, this 
biker is a 12.

Try not to stare. Stare anyway. Who cares? 
Everyone’s focusing on their own bike, listening 
to music and attempting not to crash. The eyes. 
The hair. The way their legs … move? They 
kind of pedal … perfectly. In this moment, the 
infatuation is so heavy that every part of them 
seems perfect and you stop pedaling for a bit just 
to take a longer look, committing every facial 
feature to memory.

Oh my god. Eye contact. The connection. In 
every single alternate universe, the millions that 
are out there — they don’t look up, never even 
know you exist. But here, right now, they’re 

looking right at you with those green/blue/
brown eyes (you’re still going super fast). You 
think about who you’ll invite to the wedding. 
What color will the f lowers be? What food will 
be served? Oh my god, band or DJ? Your mind 
spins out of control.

But just as quickly as it began, it’s over. You 
pass, and you feel your heart drop. Your bikes no 
longer face each other, but they continue onto 
their separate paths. Looking back is too risky; 
you could literally crash. Or the person behind 
you would think you’re a weirdo checking them 
out. You must continue forward, onward and 
without them. You can’t help but wonder if they 
wanted to look back too.

How will the hole in your heart be filled? Class 
seems like a joke now. Having to sit, paying 
attention when all you can think about was the 
love of your life slipping through your fingers. It 
was one f leeting moment, one glance, but you’re 
sure they were literally the hottest person of 
all time. And now? Gone. Gone like the wind 
whipping through your hair as you push for —

Oh, look, another one!

Sam Franzini doesn’t need romance novels. He has 
the bike path.
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Snag To Drop Charade, Just Start 
Selling Drugs

Varun Iyer
Staff Grouch

ISLA VISTA, CALIF. — Regular snaggettes 
had a surprise waiting for them when they 
opened the popular delivery app this morning. 
The surprise? Drugs!!!

Snag users can now purchase a variety of 
legal, illegal and just plain questionable drugs 
from the app. Some of the selections available 
to users include blended, injectable nicotine 
sticotines, lil crushed-up caffeine pills you can 

just snort up and cocaine-laced Yerbs. With just 
one tap, some sophomore in a baggy, red hoodie 
will come hurtling toward you at break-neck 
speeds while you press your face against your 
window, breathing heavily in anticipation of 
your inbound controlled substance.

Snag’s CEO, Chad Brohanski, told 
Nexustentialism that the new feature “was a 
natural extension to Snag’s core business.” 

“Snag exists to serve the Isla Vista community,” 
Brohanski shouted (we’re not really sure why 
he was shouting). “And, frankly, the Isla Vista 

community is kind of a bunch of alcoholics 
with a studying problem. The average Isla 
Vistan just cannot be fucked to walk a single 
block for their next hit of a crème brûlée vápê, 
let alone for Takis or some blue Gatorade. We 
heard this community’s deepest inner pleas, 
and we decided to answer them. Frankly, all of 
the snacks and random shit was just a charade. 
If there’s one thing Isla Vistans love, it’s just 
straight drugs, and we will (literally) deliver.”

Snag’s users were as enthused about the 
new feature as Brohanski believed they would 
be. Alan ‘Al’ Cahill gave rave reviews. When 
asked what he was most excited about, he 
just moaned (it was definitely like a sexual-
type moan) “Drüüüuuugs” and shuff led away. 
Another satisfied Snag customer!

Though the new feature is just hours old, 
Snag’s marketing team has already begun to 

drop hints about the next exciting update to 
the app: Snag™ Extra Mile®, which will allow 
users to pay just 99 cents to have their purchase 
delivered directly into their mouth, mama-bird 
style, without ever having to move a muscle! 
This writer is hungry for more, and Snag will 
clearly deliver.

Varun Iyer barely knows what Snag is and refuses 
to find out.

This writer is hungry for more, and Snag will 

asked what he was most excited about, he 
just moaned (it was definitely like a sexual-
type moan) “Drüüüuuugs” and shuff led away. 

Varun Iyer barely knows what Snag is and refuses 
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ARTSWEEK
UCSB Theater and Dance Stages 24-Hour Play Festival

Derek Mejia
Staff Writer

As the old theatrical adage 
goes, “the show must go on!” 
After an 18-month hiatus, 
indoor theater and performing 
arts are back at UC Santa 
Barbara. This past Saturday on 
Oct. 16, UCSB’s Department 
of Theater and Dance put on 
the 24-Hour Play Festival, “a 
celebration of community and 
creation” that featured several 
short stage productions that 
were all “written, directed, and 
acted by UCSB students, faculty, 
and staff.” The event, which 
took place in front of a packed 
audience at the Studio Theater 
on campus, was organized 
by the university’s chapter of 
the AMPLIFY Initiative, a 
performing arts initiative whose 
mission is to magnify the 
voices of underrepresented and 
marginalized communities.

The theme of this year’s play 
festival, which was coordinated 
entirely through volunteer 
efforts, was “Fire and Smoke,” 
which was only revealed to 
participants the previous 
evening. Each team, which 
consisted of a writer, director 
and two actors, spent all of 
Saturday rehearsing, and by 7 
p.m., the pieces were ready to be 
seen by an eager audience.  

Arriving at the Studio Theater, 
there was a considerable crowd 
slowly making its way into 
the venue. The festival began 
with a land acknowledgment 
to the native Chumash people, 
the Indigenous tribe that once 
inhabited the coastal area that 
is now Santa Barbara, and after 

this brief introduction, the 
lights dimmed and the f irst play 
commenced. 

The f irst play, written by 
UCSB BFA acting student Cyrus 
Roberts and directed by fourth-
year communication and theater 
double major Cecilia Zhang, 
was a gut-wrenching meditation 
on the loss of a beloved friend, 
the grief that follows and the 
enduring process of moving on. 
Both of the performers, student 
Brianna Mungo in the role of 
Sarah White as well as student 
Sara Kim Li in the role of the 
spirit who visits White during 
a seance, brought intensity and 
vulnerability to their characters. 

As soon as the lights went 
down, Mungo walked onto the 
stage and began to address 
the audience even before the 
chatter had died down. In her 
monologue, White ref lected on 
the loss of her friend in a tragic 
accident 20 years prior. The set 
consisted of a few candles and 
a ring for the seance, which 
Mungo made out of salt on 
stage, and the only light in 
the entire theater came from 
the lit candles. One of the 
standout moments during the 
performance was when White 
launched into a sorrowful song 
in tribute to her departed friend 
when, halfway through the song, 
a series of loud thumps echoed 
from the walls surrounding the 
audience and a spine-tingling 
scream was unleashed into the 
darkness. 

The stirring performance 
made great use of the acting 
technique of “breaking the 
fourth wall”  between the 
performers and the audience. 
When the lights came back 

on, Kim Li’s spirit character 
emerged from the audience 
where they had been sitting up 
until then.  During an exchange 
between White and the spirit, 
Kim Li’s character was asked 
why they’re present, to which 
they responded, “Because I love 
shows,” much to the amusement 
of the crowd. 

The third production of the 
evening was a spectacle that 
had the audience roaring with 
excitement. Written by UCSB 
BFA acting student Frances 
Domingos and directed by 
fourth-year theater arts and 
English double major Grace 
Wilken, the play follows 
two students, br i l l iantly 
played by third-year Monica 
Granados Campa and third-

year communication and 
acting double major Jonah 
Spitler, who become frustrated 
with the lack of diversity and 
inclusion within their respective 
academic departments at 
an unnamed university. Both 
characters emerged onto the 
stage in potent rage as they 
lamented the insensitivity of 
being token representatives 
for underrepresented groups. 
As the students entered their 
respective rooms, which had the 
most elaborate stage setup of 
the night by far, they suddenly 
launched into musical numbers, 
and what happened next was 
nothing short of spectacular. 

First, Spitler’s character 
broke into a solo dance 
routine choreographed to 

Britney Spears’ “...Baby One 
More Time” as the audience 
excitedly joined in applauding 
the musical number. Next, 
Granados commenced their 
dance routine, soundtracked 
by Selena’s “Amor Prohibido,” 
and this number was met 
with similar applause and 
roars from the audience. Both 
characters then retreated to 
their respective beds as the 
stage gradually darkened, 
mimicking the passage of time 
from nighttime to the following 
morning. When Spitler and 
Granados woke up to realize 
that they missed their alarms, 
they frantically scrambled to 
get out of their rooms and head 
toward class. On their way, 
they bumped into each other 

and struck up a conversation 
about attending the same 
class. The production ended 
on a heartwarming note of the 
importance of community, a 
far cry from the isolation that 
plagued both characters at the 
start of the piece. 

UCSB Department of Theater 
and Dance’s 24-Hour Play 
Festival made for an engaging 
and enter ta ining evening 
of creative and inspiring 
per formance pieces, with 
the productions showcasing 
the wealth of talent and 
artistry within our campus 
community.   

The festival will be back for 
the second run of its 2021-22 
season in January, so be sure to 
mark your calendars! 

The entire cast and crew of the 24-Hour Play Festival are pictured here together in the Studio Theater after the production on Saturday, Oct. 16. 
DEREK MEJIA / DAILY NEXUS

On This Day: Remembering the Legacy of Generation-
Defining Singer-Songwriter Elliott Smith, 18 Years Later

Lorna Kruesel
Staff Writer

Indie-folk singer-songwriter 
Elliott Smith, born Steven Paul 
Smith in Omaha, Nebraska, on 
Aug. 6, 1969, is undoubtedly 
one of the most prolif ic and 
inf luential musicians of his 
generation, but his distaste for 
his celebrity status as well as his 
lifelong battle with substance 
abuse have often overshadowed 
his ar tistic ta lents and 
contributions throughout his 
12-year-long career. Smith’s life 
was tragically cut short 18 years 
ago today, on Oct. 21, 2003, when 
he was found dead in the Los 
Angeles neighborhood of Echo 
Park with stab wounds to the 
chest, but the remarkable legacy 
he left behind persists. Many of 
his fans, myself included, have 
been listening to his records for 
years, and Smith has inf luenced 
the songwriting styles of many 
other contemporary musicians 
across various genres. As today 
marks the 18th anniversary of the 
passing of the incredibly gifted 
singer and instrumentalist, here 
is a selection of some essential 
Smith tracks and a perfect place 
to start if you’re looking to dive 
into his discography — or if 
you’re just in a ’90s indie-rock 
kind of mood this week.     

“Between the Bars”
Album: “Either/Or” (1997)

I started listening to this song 
at a very young age, blissfully 
unaware of the grim meaning 
behind the lyricism, and it was 
only in the past year that I 
realized the darker themes in 
this song. “Between the Bars” 

details the unraveling of one’s life 
because of alcoholism, but there 
are many ways listeners have 
interpreted this song: Are the 
“bars” the literal establishments 
where Smith would spend his 
days drinking? Or are they an 
allusion to the bars of a jail cell, 
a metaphorical cry for help from 
addicts who feel imprisoned, 
looking for a way out at the 
bottom of the bottle? Smith sings, 
“Drink up, baby, look at the stars 
/ I’ll kiss you again, between the 
bars,” as alcohol transforms into 
an intimate partner that Smith 
can rely on to feel a sense of 
comfort and safety. In Smith’s 
world, kisses don’t land on the 
lips of another but on the cold 
rim of a shot glass.

“Say Yes”
Album: “Either/Or” (1997)

The songwriting on this track, 

in my opinion, features some of 
the most moving lyrics of any 
musician’s catalog. This song, 
about a heartbroken man trying 
to win back his ex-girlfriend, 
f inds its muse in producer and 
bassist Joanna Bolme, who was 
also in a long-term relationship 
with Smith. The Heatmiser 
frontman sings, “And I could be 
another fool / or an exception 
to the rule,” as he’s torn between 
being the guy who futilely clings 
to the past while still having 
faith that this relationship can 
surmount all obstacles. This song 
is unembellished and accessible, 
but that’s precisely why so many 
fans, myself included, enjoy 
the music. Throughout his 
illustrious career, Smith proved 
time and time again that music 
does not need to be complex in 
order to carry signif icance and 
to have a lasting effect across 
generations.

“Condor Ave”
Album: “Roman Candle” 
(1994)

“Condor Ave,” the second track 
on Smith’s 1994 debut album 
“Roman Candle,” demonstrated 
just how talented the singer-
songwriter was. The album, his 
shortest project ever, is only 
nine tracks long, and Smith 
recorded the entire album on 
a four-track tape recorder and 
released the songs untouched. 
“Roman Candle” is one of those 
“listen end-to-end,” “no skips or 
shuff le” kind of albums, and the 
listening experience is always so 
calming. “Condor Ave” tells the 
f ictional story of a woman who, 
after arguing with her boyfriend, 
drove off but then fell asleep 
behind the wheel, killing herself 
as well as a homeless man in 
the accident. This track is one 
of Smith’s most narrative-driven 

songs, and the production itself 
is a beautifully simple track with 
gentle and understated vocals.

“No Name #3”
Album: “Roman Candle” 
(1994)

Another top-tier selection 
f rom “Roman Cand le ,” 
“No Name #3” is the third 
song out of f ive in Smith’s 
discography that follows this 
naming convention. This track 
is featured in one of the scenes 
from the 1997 classic f i lm 
“Good Will Hunting,” a movie 
that will always hold a special 
place in my heart. Smith’s 
master ful contr ibutions to 
the f i lm’s soundtrack make 
it the incredible movie that 
it is. The guitar strumming 
in this track is beautiful and 
the lyrics are calming. One 
of my favorite lines from this 
track is, “Watched the dying 
day / blushing in the sky / 
everyone is uptight / so, come 
on, night.” This line is fun 
to visualize — the blush pink 
clouds f i l ling the sky while 
the bright orange sun sets, 
something that Smith looks 
forward to because everyone 
seems to calm down when the 
moon comes out.   

“Better Be Quiet Now”
Album: “Figure 8” (2000)

The standout track on the 
musician’s 2000 album “Figure 
8,” an iconic album that I grew 
up with, is none other than 
“Better Be Quiet Now.” Smith 
sings, “If I didn’t know the 
difference / living alone would 
probably be okay / it wouldn’t 
be lonely.” This song feels 

extremely raw and vulnerable, 
a common theme in Smith’s 
discography and a major reason 
for the huge fanbase Smith 
garnered. “Better Be Quiet 
Now” evokes the conf licting 
emotions of wanting to feel the 
pain but also heal from the pain, 
while simultaneously struggling 
with the loss of a romantic 
partner. A dif f icult situation 
to maneuver, Smith seems to 
be saying that he wouldn’t be 
feeling such an overwhelming 
sense of loneliness if he hadn’t 
opened himself up, but does this 
mean that he wishes to have 
never dated his ex in the f irst 
place? 

“Miss Misery”
Album: “XO” (1998)

Another track from the 
soundtrack of “Good Will 
Hunting,” “Miss Misery” is truly 
a masterpiece. The song narrates 
the pain of unrequited love and 
the torment of letting someone 
continue to use you. Smith sings, 
“I come back when you want 
me to / Do you miss me miss 
misery / Like you say you do?” 
“Miss Misery” is also included 
on the deluxe version of Smith’s 
1998 album “XO,” a record that 
may be all too familiar to the 
once-heartbroken out there. 
Many fans would even argue that 
“XO” is the late musician’s most 
unguarded and heart-wrenching 
album as he opens up about 
breakups, family trauma and 
other personal struggles he faced 
throughout his aff licted life and 
career.

You can listen to the complete 
playlist and other curated playlists 
on Artsweek’s Spotify account.

Courtesy of Pitchfork
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Dry and dirty 
 Soil is quite dynamic, 
f luctuating physically, 
chemically and microbially 
in response to changing 
environmental conditions. 
There’s a wide array of natural 
processes that underpin soil 
behavior, notably the drying 
and rewetting of soil which 
occur with the onset of 
drought and rain, respectively. 
However, despite the ubiquity 
of this process, research 
looking at soil often does 
not take into account these 
natural f luctuations, instead 
carrying out experiments in 
unchanging, “steady-state” 

conditions. 
 Oliver Chadwick, a professor in 
the department of environmental 
studies at UC Santa Barbara, has 
recently sought to understand 
how soil rewetting and drying 
impacts phosphorus cycling at 
the isotopic level. By looking at 
soils on the Kohala peninsula 
in Hawaii and subjecting them 
to a five-month drying-rewetting 
treatment, Chadwick and his 
collaborators found that drying-
rewetting treatments increased 
phosphorus exchange through 
inorganic processes while 
decreasing biological phosphorus 
cycling as microbial activity 
relatedly declined. 
Fish scales
 From the 1800s to the present, 
the land and sea have undergone 
a remarkable transformation. 

Swathes of land have been 
developed, cleared, burned and 
tilled in the name of human 
welfare and development. 
Elsewhere in the ocean, 
similarly magnitudinous but 
often overlooked, developments 
have even led to changes in the 
biogeochemistry of the ocean. 
 Timothy DeVries, a researcher 
in the UCSB Department of 
Geography who is working 
with researchers from elsewhere 
in the UC system, as well as 
from Montreal and Barcelona, 
has conducted research hoping 
to better understand how one 
factor in particular, global fish 
biomass, has changed in response 
to increased pressure from 
fishing. The researchers found 
that from the preexploitation 
era to the 1990s, the biomass 

of fish in the ocean has been 
reduced by “nearly half,” with a 
corresponding decline in the rate 
of biogeochemical cycling. 
Family first
 One troubling thing academics 
and clinicians often f ind in 
psychological training and the 
associated clinical approaches 
in the university setting is the 
homogeneity, with the values of 
the university often only taking 
into account the “middle-class 
norms and values” of the United 
States. This can be a significant 
roadblock to students who hail 
from more collectivist cultures, 
which place less of an emphasis 
on personal growth and instead 
emphasize one’s duty to their 
family. After all, how can one 
prioritize schooling when those 
in their community or family find 

themselves 
in distress? 
 In respons e                           
to this, Natalie A. 
Larez and Jill D. Sharkey, 
researchers with the Gevirtz 
Graduate School of Education at 
UCSB, have created a conceptual 
model with the hope of providing 
psychology trainees with better 

ways of balancing familial 
obligations and 

the rigors of 
p s y c h o l o g y 

t r a i n i n g      
.programs.

Looking Back From Campus Point
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This past Friday, Oct. 15, the 
Santa Barbara Wildlife Care 
Network hosted their annual Benefit 
for Wildlife. Their goal this year 
was to raise money for their new 
Wildlife Hospital in Goleta, set to 
be completed by the end of 2021. 
The fundraiser, which took place 
at the Carousel House downtown, 
welcomed some of the region’s most 
inf luential residents and supporters 
of the Network, including one of its 
newest board members: renowned 
nature photographer and filmmaker 
Ian Shive.

 Welcomed by Executive Director 
Ariana Katovich, guests had a 
chance to celebrate the hospital’s 
construction, support the Santa 
Barbara Wildlife Care Network 
(SBWCN) and enjoy the late summer 
evening with live music and delicious 

food at this beautifully planned event. 
The SBWCN was formed in 1988 

by a group of residents of the Santa 
Barbara area who saw an urgent need 
for wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
in the local community. According 
to the SBWCN’s website, their vision 
consists of providing “quality rescue, 
treatment, rehabilitation, and release 
services’’ to animals in need in the 
area, educating the public about “the 
needs of at-risk wildlife [and] the 
challenges faced by wildlife in the 
region,” and collecting and sharing 
information with other partners. 
Three decades later, the SBWCN 
works with dozens of volunteers 
every day and helps thousands of 
animals each year. As the SBWCN’s 
website says, the new hospital will 
have “the capacity to save and serve 
thousands of lives.” 

There was good reason for Shive 
to be at Friday’s event. Shive is an 
author, photographer, f ilmmaker and 

conservationist, whose most recent 
works include the Discovery+ series 
“The Last Unknown” (2021),  an 
insider’s look at the National Wildlife 
Refuge System, including the vast 
and remote Aleutian Islands, “Hidden 
Pacific” (2019), a film profiling the 
islands and atolls of the Pacific Ocean, 
and the book “Refuge: America’s 
Wildest Places” (2020), a collection of 
photographs from various National 
Wildlife Refuges around the globe. 

Shive has also spent many years 
traveling to and working in Santa 
Barbara and got involved with the 
SBWCN about a year ago. Shive 
said taking action at the local level is 
important to him, and an opportunity 
to get involved with an organization 
whose mission and values aligned 
with his own was particularly 
motivating. In August, he became 
a member of the SBWCN’s board 
of directors and continues to be a 
significant supporter of the Network 
and the Santa Barbara community.

As to how he f irst got into 
photography and film, Shive said 
it happened gradually. Growing up 
in an urban environment meant 
that from a young age he had a 
firm appreciation for the outdoors, 
and he also developed a passion 
for photography and film early on. 
Over time he put the two together 
and started using photography as a 
means to educate audiences about 
the beauty and importance of nature. 

Rather than an environmental 
activist, Shive considers himself to be 
simply a representative of the natural 
world and an educator. 

“Who am I to say that this is what 
you should do? But I can definitely 
show you what [the situation] is,” 
Shive said. “I want people to get [to 
the opinion that the environment 

is worth protecting] on their own 
because maybe they see it a different 
way than I do.” 

However, even though he strongly 
believes in the power of film as a 
means to communicate the beauty of 
these last wild places to the public, 
Shive said he also has his concerns 
about the implications of his travel. 

“We’re sort of at an inf lection 
point with outdoor recreation ... and 
the truth is, I look at a lot of places 
and I say ‘I probably shouldn’t go 
there.’” Shive then followed up this 
comment with a question: “Are we 
caring [these places] to death?” 

Shive also discussed the current 
pressing environmental issues 
affecting the local Santa Barbara 
area, such as wildfires and oil spills, 
and what they signify in terms of the 
future of the natural world. 

“It feels like we’re at a tipping point 
of sorts,” Shive said, “As a person 
who’s lived outdoors all their life, I’ve 
never had so many closures, so many 
things preventing me from being 
outside ... The threats are real.” 

While the rapid rise of average 
global air temperature and all of the 
resulting climate crises may make 
it seem like there is no way to stop 

our path of destruction, Shive said he 
remains hopeful.

“We have to have hope,” Shive said. 
“Am I confident that everything we 
do [to solve the issues] will work? Of 
course not, I mean I’m not delusional. 
But am I hopeful? Of course ... If 
there’s no hope, there’s nothing else.”

Regarding the role of the 
government in wildlife conservation, 
Shive can speak from experience. 
He has both collaborated with 
governmental agencies, such as the 

U.S. National Park Service and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and lobbied 
Congress against certain actions 
that may have an adverse effect on 
the environment and biodiversity, 
including the construction of the 
U.S.-Mexico border wall.

“Can we expect that they’re going 
to do everything for us? No. Can 
we ask and demand that they make 
certain changes that we are unable to 
make as individuals? Yes.” Shive said. 
“It’s a complicated equation, ... we 
have to ask them to do certain things 
and we need to do certain things as 
individuals, and also as a collective.” 

He went on to say that while 
it’s easy to point fingers and assign 
blame at every level, it is important 
to understand that the way in which 
the government is constructed makes 
it impossible for government agencies 
to do anything without consulting 
and getting authorization from 
Congress or the president. 

“The lack of faith in the government 
that young people have is absolutely 
justif ied. But what I love about the 
young people today is that they’re 
going to be the leaders of tomorrow. 
So hopefully it’s not too late.”

A northern fur seal making a guttural bellow. 

Ian Shive, pictured with camera operator Dante Fernandes in the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, 
Aleutian Islands, during production of “Alaska: The Last Unknown.”

Courtesy of Ian Shive

A Conversation With Conservationist Ian Shive 

A baby opossum being examined by workers with SBWCN.

A digital rendering of the new SBWCN Hospital. 

Ian Shive, pictured next to a B-24 bomber in the Aleutian Islands.

Courtesy of SBWCN
Courtesy of Ian Shive

Courtesy of Ian Shive

Courtesy of SBWCN
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I f irst discovered Samah Dada 
(@dadaeats on Instagram) 
when my sister sent me one 
of her recipes over DM and 
said, “Finally, some vegan 
dessert recipes that actually 
look appetizing!” Quarantine 
had just started and we, like 
everyone else, had turned to 
baking to pass the time. After 
making a batch of her vegan 
chocolate chip cookies, I felt 
like I had found someone who 
truly understood plant-based 
cooking and didn’t rely on 
obscure substitute ingredients 
to obtain great texture and 
taste.

I purchased her debut 
cookbook two days after it was 
announced on Instagram. While 
I love making my own recipes 
and experimenting in the 
kitchen, I was in desperate need 
of inspiration. “Dada Eats Love 
to Cook It” is the plant-based 
cookbook every vegan and 
vegetarian has been searching 
for. Dada’s recipes pick up on 
f lavors and ingredients from 
her Indian heritage as well as 
her time spent in London and 
her undergraduate education at 
UC Berkeley. Combine all of 
those inf luences together and 
you get 250 pages of fresh, 
comforting and innovative 
recipes with mouthwatering 
photos to match. 

“Dada Eats Love to Cook 
It” has detailed instructions 
on how to make homemade 
hummus and crackers, chana 
masala, biryani, brookie pie 
and 95 other delicious things. 
While I’ve tried many of the 
recipes, here are a few favorites 
that really stood out to me. 

If you’re looking to change 
up your typical breakfast, try 
making the “One Banana Only” 
Banana Bread Muff in Tops 
(page 56). They’re the perfect 

crossover between a cookie and 
a muff in, plus you can make 
them on a traditional baking 
sheet. While the recipe calls for 
one egg, I substituted the egg 
with a chia egg (1 tablespoon 
of water and 1 tablespoon of 
chia seeds). Filling and slightly 
sweet, the muff in tops will 
keep you satisf ied throughout 
the morning and keep well in 
the fridge. 

I’m a huge fan of stews, soups 
and porridge because they only 
require one pot and they’re 
essentially foolproof. Before 
reading this book, I had never 
heard of khichdi, a comforting 
dish with rice, lentils and 
vegetables for chilly, fall 
evenings (page 83). This recipe 
requires very little preparation 
and does not require much 
attention while cooking. I 
love stews like this because 
the f lavors develop more in 
the days after you cook it, 
and one batch can last several 
days, meaning you won’t have 
to cook dinner every night. 

I really admire how Dada 
creates complex f lavor prof iles 
in her recipes without adding an 
excessive number of instructions 
or extra cooking time. A great 
example of this is  with her 
Masala Caulif lower & Sweet 
Potatoes with Cilantro-Mint 
Chutney (page 104). The rich 
blend of spices paired with the 
freshness of the herb chutney 
makes this a restaurant-quality 
dish. To make this recipe more 
of a complete meal, I served the 
vegetables with white rice and 
chickpeas. 

While Dada’s recipes look 
elaborate, several of her recipes 
take under 15 minutes to 
prepare. The Avocado Cream 
Pasta (page 156) truly blew 
me away when I f irst tried it. 
Store-bought sauces just cannot 
compare to the creaminess 
of the fresh avocado. I really 
loved the pairing of the slightly 

acidic, roasted tomatoes with 
the bright and garlicky avocado 
sauce. The pasta and grain 
section of “Dada Eats Love 
to Cook It” elevates everyday 
staples and turns them into 
easy yet f lavorful meals that 
you will actually enjoy eating. 

How could I review a book by 
Samah Dada and not comment 
on the dessert section? I was 
tempted to make her classic 
banana bread, but instead I 
branched out and baked 
the Coconut Sugar Halva 
Strawberry Crumble Bars (page 
191). Usually I stray away from 
desserts with many layers and 
components out of laziness, 
but making these crumble bars 
has changed my mind. While 
many people do not already 
own almond and coconut f lour, 
these alternative f lours made 
the most delicious crust that 
tasted almost buttery while 
using no dairy at all. The tahini 
used in the crumble that is 
sprinkled on top of the bars 
helped to dampen the sweetness 
of the strawberry and coconut 
sugar f illing. I never thought I’d 
love tahini in a dessert recipe, 
but Dada really worked some 
magic in developing this recipe.

There’s something very 
special about owning a 
cookbook rather than always 
f inding recipes online. I think 
of a cookbook as something 
you can always rely on when 
you aren’t feeling creative in the 
kitchen. Growing up, I always 
thought recipe books had to 
include dishes that took hours 
of preparation and very specif ic 
ingredients. As someone who 
follows a plant-based diet, it’s 
so refreshing to f inally see a 
vegan-friendly cookbook that 
includes some recipes I know 
I’ll love and others to try when 
I’m feeling more adventurous. 
All I can say is “Dada Eats Love 
to Cook It” brought back my 
excitement for cooking. 

The Cookbook Every Plant-Based Eater Needs

STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS

Katherine McCabe
Reporter

It’s fall — and with the color-changing leaves 
and the chill in the air — so, too, comes pumpkin 
spice latte season. But for those without a sweet 
tooth, it’s easy to feel left out from this particular 
caffeine craze. This low-sugar, iced coffee drink 
satisf ies with a rich, earthy pumpkin f lavor and 
a warm blend of spices, echoing everything 
we love about the classic coffee shop version 
without overwhelming your tastebuds or your 
blood glucose levels. This drink can also be made 
hot, but the iced version is perfect for when you 
want the warm, cozy feelings of fall in sunny 
Santa Barbara, where actually staying warm isn’t 
a high priority.

Ingredients:
•	 4 tablespoons pumpkin puree
•	 1 cup milk of choice (I use unsweetened oat)
•	 1 teaspoon cinnamon
•	 1 teaspoon nutmeg
•	 ½ teaspoon cloves
•	 1 tablespoon agave or sweetener of choice

•	 2 shots espresso or ½ cup strongly brewed 
coffee

Directions:
1. Add pumpkin puree, milk, spices and, if 

you so choose, your sweetener of choice to 
a glass.

2. Mix vigorously — ideally with a milk frother 
— to get a nice layer of foam at the top.

3. Add ice until the cup is three-quarters of 
the way full.

4. Carefully pour espresso or coffee over the 
ice to achieve the layered look of the coffee 
over the pumpkin milk mixture. 

5. Top with an additional sprinkle of cinnamon, 
serve and enjoy!

This drink is a quick, easy and perfect way to 
get in on the pumpkin trend without overdoing it 
on sugar. It’s also a great way to get the energy 
from caffeine without the sugar crash later. Since 
pumpkin is often served in sugar-loaded pies or, 
of course, the famed PSL, it’s easy to forget that it 
has its own health benef its, including high levels 
of vitamin A, vitamin C and f iber. Cheers to that!

Pumpkin Iced Coffee

KATHERINE MCCABE / DAILY NEXUS

Jill Ridens
Staff Writer

October is here, and fall ingredients are hitting 
the grocery store shelves: pumpkin, nutmeg, 
cinnamon, chai, apple, cranberry and so much 
more. One of my favorite drinks all year round is a 
Moscow Mule, but with a few twists, you can enjoy 
my Apple Cider Mule this fall. This mule will be the 
perfect addition to all your autumn celebrations. 

Ingredients: 
•	 1.5 ounces vodka
•	 1 lime wedge
•	 ½ cup ginger beer, or more to your liking
•	 1.5 ounces apple cider
•	 Apple slices, to garnish

•	 Cinnamon sticks, to garnish
•	 Ice 

Directions: 
1. Pour 1.5 ounces of vodka and 1.5 ounces of 

apple cider into the bottom of your glass. 
(Copper mugs are always fun for mules!) 

2. Squeeze a lime wedge into the mixture. 
3. Add your desired amount of ice.
4. Top with ginger beer to your liking.
5. Slice an apple and add it to the rim to 

garnish. 
6. Add cinnamon sticks for more fall f lavors! 

This drink pairs perfectly with all your fall 
dinners: soups, squashes and meats. The seasons 
are changing, so get creative with new fall items!

Apple Cider Mule

JILL RIDENS / DAILY NEXUS
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64-ounce Red Eye

Double-shot Americano

A cup of lukewarm tap water

Steamed milk

Iced co� ee with a shot of tequila

Two Red Bulls, chugged

Ca� eine patch

Elementary school chocolate milk carton 
with a single co� ee bean � oating on top

Quadruple espresso shots, delivered 
through an IV drip

Irish co� ee, hold the co� ee

$10 matcha latte with a dash of 
cinnamon

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Pumpkin spice latte

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The Signs as Mid-Midterm Coffee 
Orders To Bring You Back From the 

Brink of Death

OPINION
Ask AJ: Halloween Horrors

LUCA DISBROW / DAILY NEXUS

AJ
Advice Columnist

AJ, I am begging you for 
help. I have been shaken 
to my core and haunted 
to this day by young-old 
Ben Platt. That being 
said, is the new “Dear 
Evan Hansen” remake 
considered a horror movie 
and can I, in good faith, 
watch it in the Halloween 
spirit? 

You know, I think this 
movie is getting a bad 
rap. There are plenty of 
other f ilms with incestual 
undertones, characters 
demonized for being mentally 
ill, morally despicable soft-
boy protagonists and miscast 
20-somethings playing high 
schoolers who don’t face 
this same level of scrutiny. 

Granted, they don’t usually 
pack all of those things 
into one movie, but movie 
musicals are about nothing if 
not pushing the boundaries of 
poor taste.

This is a film about ghosts, 
identify theft and murder. As 
I’m a horror movie aficionado, 
the f ilm’s treatment of its 
subject matter is horrif ic 
and inappropriate enough to 
compel me to watch. And 
watch I must. So I invite you, 
dear reader, to join me on this 
dark quest. Just remember, 
when it comes to slapdash, 
offensive, money-grabbing 
films, piracy is the way to go. 
While you might not steal 
a car, you would steal Ben 
Platt’s nepotism dollars.

My housemates are 
insistent on doing 
Margarita Monday this 
week, but I have an essay 

due that night. AJ, 
can you really 

study buzzed?
Dear reader, 

you didn’t hear 
it from me, but 
some would 
say you MUST 
study buzzed — 
if it is legal for 
you to do so, of 
course. I would 
never condone 
drinking and 
driving, drinking 

and biking or drinking and 
texting (margarita mix can 
be especially dangerous when 
considering that endeavor), 
but if nothing else, simply 
having a drink to swirl in 
your hand while penning 
your latest masterpiece about 
trade routes in medieval Spain 
can really get the creative 
juices f lowing. Very Ernest 
Hemingway.

However, this is the peer 
pressure that your middle 
school teachers warned you 
about. Consider using this 
moment to take a stand 
against your meddlesome 
friends, maintaining an air 
of superiority as you lock 
yourself in your bedroom 
and scrawl out your damned 
pages by candlelight if Victor 
Frankenstein is more your 
style. But beware, studying in 
isolation can be a sure path 
to summoning loathsome 
creatures from your intellect, 
and you may not like what 
you find. If you’re ready for 
the burden of fatherhood, 
however, there is no shame 
whatsoever in turning down 
your housemates in the spirit 
of more sober pursuits.

How seriously am I 
supposed to take dressing 
up for Halloween in 
college? Please help a 
confused costumer out.

If you don’t approach every 

Halloween with the utter 
earnestness of a seventh 
grader attending her f irst 
school dance, you and I 
have nothing in common. 
The shutdown of Isla Vista 
for Halloween means local 
students typically celebrate 
the holiday all month long, 
so you might find yourself 
needing not just one costume, 
not two, but perhaps three or 
four different outfits for all 
the costume-party hopping 
you’ll do throughout the 
month of October. As we all 
know, the offense of being 
an outfit repeater becomes 
even more serious on 
spooky occasions.

Most of us are 
costuming on a budget, 
and this requires an 
even greater level of 
creativity. It is essential 
that you rise to the 
challenge. While 
it’s always easy to 
whip together a 
cat, cowboy or 
campy pirate 
costume, a more 
niche look is sure 
to garner more 
positive attention. 
I’d recommend 
cultivating a 
look reminiscent 
of your favorite 
Spice Girl, Charlie’s 
Angel, Destiny’s Child 
member or even your 

favorite Village Person. With 
costuming, as with all things, 
it is the thought that counts, 
and the partygoers of Isla 
Vista, sharp-eyed as they are, 
will be able to tell if you half-
ass your outfit and will not 
hesitate to call you the fuck 
out. Don’t be an Alex Russo 
— put in some effort and have 
some fun. You never know 
where it might lead you.

Do you have questions for 
AJ? Submit them to opinon@
dailynexus.com.

EDDIE ZHAO / DAILY NEXUS

Toni Shindler-Ruberg
Asst. Opinion Editor

From Apple’s Siri to 
Amazon’s Alexa to SoftBank 
Robotics’ Pepper, the 
newest innovations in 
digital assistants and robot 
technologies have, and 
continue to bear, distinctly 
gendered designs and voices, 
whether by consumer 
interpretation or by deliberate 
choice. 

The fact that sexist choices 
persist throughout product 
design and robotics is 
recognized and discussed, 
but the false divide between 
the digital and material 
worlds often overlooks or 
minimizes the very real, 
tangible consequences of 
gendered robots and service 
technology.

A Statista July 2021 report 
reveals that women make up 
between 29% to 45% of the 
total workforce in America’s 
five largest tech companies, a 
percentage that drops much 
lower (less than 25%) when 
looking at tech-specific jobs. 
In the male-dominated tech 
industry, why is “diversity” 
coming in the form of 
distinctly gendered, feminized 
service technologies? 

It’s easy to simply put the 
blame on male software 
designers, but the problem is 
far larger and more nuanced. 

The gendering of digital 
assistants has been explained 
as a practical choice, citing 
beliefs that have since been 
disproved or have a lack of 
support, including that high-
pitched voices are easier to 
hear and that small speakers 
will distort lower voices. In 
fact, intelligibility of speech 
is more dependent on larger 
vowel space. Research 
has shown people prefer 
higher, female-sounding 
voices, citing a “warm” and 
“welcoming sound,” whereas 
deeper, more masculine 
voices are associated with 
positions of authority. It’s 
easy to accept and profit 

from these associations rather 
than challenge them and 
argue for presenting more 
representative and inclusive 
options. Setting female voices 
as the default in digital service 
fails to deconstruct existing 
gender biases in which these 
associations are so deeply 
entrenched.

Additionally, the tasks that 
are delegated or automated 
by these services are distinctly 
gendered. From creating lists 
to scheduling appointments 
to setting reminders, digital 
assistants embody a service-
centered position more 
stereotypically connected 
with women. 

Jessi Hempel of WIRED 
magazine writes, “We want 
our technology to help us, but 
we want to be the bosses of it, 
so we are more likely to opt 
for a female interface.” 

Dig ita l a ssi stants 
and feminized service 
technologies embody a 
version of the “ideal” 1950s 
housewife — a woman 
whose sole purpose is to 
cater to household needs. 
The automation of these 
tasks further devalues the 
importance of this work, no 
matter who is involved. 

Have you ever asked a digital 
assistant their gender? The 
answer (or nonanswer) may 
surprise you. Insults, sexual 
harassment, sexual jokes and 
questions about their gender 
have specif ically coded 
responses that speak volumes 
in their cheery nonanswers, 
implying developers predicted 
— and wrote scripts for — the 
sexual harassment of their 
technology by users. More 
specifically, developers’ need 
to create witty, but ultimately 
neutral, identity-less virtual 
assistants whose scripted 
passivity and acceptance 
normalizes this treatment and 
behavior. Only recently have 
developers begun updating 
these scripts to respond more 
seriously or emphatically. 

Putting a feminized 
face, name or voice onto 
these digital assistants and 

service technologies teaches 
individuals to associate 
certain aspects of femininity 
or feminine presentation with 
docile servitude. 

As each aspect of our lives 
transitions to some unseen 
digitized future, kids are 
exposed to technology at a 
younger and younger. The 
tech evolution is amazing, 
but its potentially harmful 
teachings are becoming more 
ingrained in our lives and 
our upbringing. Children are 
incredibly impressionable 
and early experiences with 
artificial intelligence (AI) and 
technology can shape their 
perceptions and attitudes 
toward gender and gender 
roles. 

Some view broadened 
choice as the solution to 
the AI/service technology 
gender divide. Although Siri, 
Alexa, Cortana and Google 
Assistant have since been 
updated, each launched 
with female-sounding voices 
as the only option. Until 
recently, Alexa’s female-
sounding voice was the only 
free, universal option, with 
others requiring additional 
purchases, until a male-
sounding voice option was 
added this summer. Others, 
like Project Q, are working 
to create a gender-neutral 
voice assistant to include 
new identities and challenge 
consumers’ ingrained biases 
and stereotypes. However, 
the “fix” isn’t simple. Adding 
voice choices or making 
digital voices gender neutral 
or designing less curvaceous 
robots is a step toward 
progress but can also gloss 
over the sexist, patriarchal 
roots of their conception. 

It’s not inherently bad or 
wrong to use female voices, 
but we need to consider 
the implications and 
consequences of using them 
and accepting them as the 
default when it comes to 
digital or mechanical service 
roles. We should still analyze, 
critique and improve the 
presentation of women and 

femininity in an increasingly 
digital world.

Some argue that the 
treatment of these digital 
assistants or robots doesn’t 
matter; they’re ones and 
zeros, not humans, so their 
treatment is negligible. 
However, developers are 
working specifically to blur 
the lines between AI and 
humans. New developments 
strive to create the most 
powerful — and most human 
— technologies possible. Our 
private and public treatment of 
these increasingly humanoid 
technologies ref lect our 
subconscious or conscious 
treatment of other humans. 
The Reddit-famous Shopping 
Cart Theory — believed by 
some to be the ultimate test 
of self-governance — springs 
to mind. 

You won’t face punishment 
for failing to return your 
shopping cart to the intake 
area nor will you face 
punishment for lashing 
out at your Alexa, Siri or 
Cortana. When faced with 
a no-stakes choice to return 
your shopping cart or not, 
will you? When faced with a 
relatively passive, feminized 
digital assistant that is 
programmed to respond to 

your every whim, what will 
you do? 

Personal goals, needs 
and desire for immediate 
gratif ication can override 
social norms. But, what does 
that mean when interacting 
with nonhuman technologies? 
What does that mean in a 
world where social norms are 
shaped and controlled by the 
patriarchy?

These feminized virtual 
assistants and other 
technologies are programmed 
to speak without having a 
voice. Their avoidance of 
pervasive, controversial 
systemic issues speaks to a 
larger issue within technology 
and AI: Machinery is 
constructed from and 
ultimately perpetuates the 
political, social and cultural 
biases of their creators. 

As we rapidly approach 
a digitized future, we 
must remember that our 
technological innovations — 
and shortcomings — ref lect 
those of the society whence 
they came. 

Toni Shindler-Ruberg hopes 
you remember that the biases and 
stereotypes of the digital world 
can have very real impacts. Also, 
return your shopping carts.


