
NEXUS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2021 w w w.dailynexus.com

DAILY
UCSB Limits 

Number of Units 
Students Can 

Enroll in at Each 
Pass Time

Nisha Malley
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara announced 
a change to the process of course 
selection for Winter Quarter 2022 
on Oct. 26, limiting the number 
of units that students may enroll 
in at each pass time.

Students may now only enroll 
in a maximum of 10 units during 
Pass 1 — the initial registration 
period — followed by a maximum 
of 15 units during Pass 2 and 21 
units during Pass 3. These limits 
contrast from previous quarters, 
when students could enroll in 
up to 13.5 units during Pass 1, 19 
units during Pass 2 and 21 units 
during Pass 3.

The change will prevent 
students from achieving full-time 
status, which requires a minimum 
enrollment of 12 units, until their 
second registration period. 

UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada said the new process 
intends to make course 
availability more equitable across 
the student body and help to 
ensure all students achieve full-
time status.

“The goal of the lowered 
pass time units is to have 
greater availability of courses 
for the students with the latest 
registration pass times in the 
hopes that everyone ends the 
first pass with two courses that 
will be productive towards their 

education goals,” Estrada said in 
a statement to the Nexus.

Estrada said that in the past, 
students with early pass times 
would fill up spots in highly 
demanded general education 
courses, leaving students with 
later pass times struggling to 
register for necessary classes.

“In recent years, that has 
resulted in some f irst-year 
students being unable to register 
for even 12 units on registration 
Pass 1. There are ample seats still 
available, but all are in courses 
with prerequisites or other 
enrollment restrictions,” Estrada 
said.

According to a mass email 
from the Deans of Undergraduate 
Education and the Registrar, the 
decision was informed by an 
analysis of UCSB enrollment data 
and guided by the enrollment 
practices of other UC campuses.

Estrada added that the fall 
quarter course shortage did 
not motivate the change, as the 
new unit limits were planned in 
advance of the school year.

“However, it is certainly related 
to that issue in that this plan 
could alleviate some of those 
shortages that students have 
been experiencing.” Estrada said.

The winter 2022 course 
schedule is currently available, 
and students will be able to view 
their pass times starting Nov. 1 
through GOLD.
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Structure Fire on Abrego Burns Down “Rancho House”
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

The Rancho House on 6641 
Abrego Road burned down early 
Tuesday morning on Oct. 26. 
The Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department responded to the 
structure fire after a 911 call from a 
neighbor, but the abandoned house 
burned to its scaffolding later that 
morning. 

Though the house is abandoned, 
many Isla Vista residents would 
frequent the house with friends, 
according to KEYT. 

Fifth-year sociology major 
Ashley Forrest was woken up by 
her roommate, fifth-year earth 
science major Lizeth Galindo 
Roman, who gasped after hearing 
crackling noises in the middle of 
the night. The pair looked outside 
their window to see the house next 
to them — the Rancho House — on 
fire. 

Forrest and Roman called 911 at 
around 3:10 a.m. 

“Me and my roommate watched 
out the window to see if it was 
actually going to spread or if it’s just 
like a small [fire]. But within like 
three minutes it spread to the entire 
house, it was all going up in flames,” 
Forrest said. 

While waiting for the fire 
department to arrive, Forrest went 
to her backyard to hose down the 
fence in case the fire spread past 
Rancho House. Soon after, Forrest’s 
neighbors banged on their door to 
warn them to leave the house. 

“All of us kind of rushed and put 
on our shoes, grabbed our phones, 
grabbed a jacket — if we could 
remember it — and we just ran 
downstairs and then the fire people 
showed up. We just sat around for 
about an hour,” Forrest said. 

The Santa Barbara County Fire 
Department originally responded 
with a one-alarm response, which 
is a fire department’s basic response 
to any fire incident. Upon arriving 
at the scene, the fire department 
upgraded their response to a 

second alarm, which requires more 
manpower and resources. The fire 
department had one engine come 
in from the City of Santa Barbara to 
assist them. 

Upon arriving at the scene, the 
firefighters originally couldn’t get 
too close to the house because of 
the heat and severity of the fire and 
operated with a “defensive strategy,” 
according to the county fire 
department’s recorded newsline. 

Forrest said that the fire 
department was able to get control 
of the fire around 4:10 a.m. and then 
spent an additional hour and a half 
securing the area. The heat from 
the fire cracked the windows in 
Forrest and Roman’s house. 

Forrest said that they were 
worried the fire might reach their 
house, but the wind ultimately 
shifted in the opposite direction, 
saving their house from the flames. 

“We were really afraid that this 
fire was building up really quickly 
and literally if the wind shifted [in 
the opposite direction], I feel like 

it would have reached our house. 
There’s also a palm tree in between 
the house that burned down and 
our house. So if that palm tree 
caught fire and fell into our house, 
then ours definitely would have 
caught on fire. We [were] definitely 
scared,” Forrest said.

The cause of the fire is yet to be 
determined. 

The Rancho House is one of the 
oldest buildings in Isla Vista, likely 
built around 1956, according to 
Isla Vista’s wikimedia manager and 
UCSB alumna Britta Gustafson. 
According to the page, the house 
was a hidden secret amongst Isla 
Vistans where people would gather 
for concerts and other events. 

Gustafson said she was upset that 
the building hadn’t been torn down 
yet. 

“I’m kind of mad about this, 
because it sounds like this was a 
building that should have been torn 
down a long time ago, even though 
I love it,” Gustafson said. “It was 
not in good shape. And if you leave 

an abandoned building or like a 
vacant, neglected building, this kind 
of thing happens.” 

The Nexus will continue updating 
this story as more information 
becomes available. 

The house burned to its scaffolding as the fire spread through the 
Rancho House in the early hours of Tuesday morning.
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#FreeIV: Student and Community Organizers 
Protest Police Presence at Halloween Festival

Holly Rusch
University News Editor

A coalition of UC Santa Barbara 
and Isla Vista student groups and 
community organizations are hosting 
an Oct. 30 festival — which will 
include food, music and tabling — to 
protest the increased police presence 
in I.V. during Halloween weekend. 

Over the course of Halloween 
weekend, the UCSB and I.V. 
communities see an increase in 
policing and regulation as a result of 
previous Halloween weekends, which 
drew crowds greater than 10,000. 
Crime statistics and attendance 
numbers for the annual weekend 
have declined drastically since 2013, 
which saw over 200 arrests and nearly 
250 citations. 

This year, Isla Vista Foot Patrol 
(IVFP) Lieutenant John Maxwell said 
that the IVFP decided to increase 
staffing for Halloween weekend but 
not on the scale of previous years. 
The UCSB UC Police Department 
(UCPD) will be upstaffing with police 
from non-UCSB UCPD officers 
coming for Halloween weekend, 
UCSB residential halls and apartments 
will have fencing and the Santa Ynez 
and Sierra Madre campus apartments 
will have vehicle checkpoints. 

In addition, the Santa Barbara 
County Festival Noise Ordinance, 
which prohibits any outdoor event 
with loud music where people are 
invited free of charge, will be in effect 
Oct. 26 to Nov. 4 from 6 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
the following morning. 

The event protesting these police 
and regulation increases — named 
#FreeIV — will be held at Sea Lookout 
Park beginning at 11 a.m. and 
will give students and community 
members the opportunity to enjoy 
live music and food as well as learn 
about progressive community 
organizations. 

“Essentially, the idea is to give a 
safe place to celebrate [Halloween] 
in Isla Visa during that weekend,” 
said Taylor Clark, co-chair of UCSB’s 
Young Democratic Socialists of 
America (YDSA).

“Although there are some events 
on campus … what we thought was 
missing was really a student-organized 
option for people to enjoy the holiday 
weekend,” he continued. “We want 
to give them a safe place to celebrate 
the holiday, essentially outside of the 
purview of the university.” 

According to Gina, a Food Not 
Bombs organizer who declined 
to state her full name for privacy 
concerns, the participating groups 
have a wide variety of criticisms about 
increased policing and the festival 
ordinance. 

“Instead of having events that 

are safe, people end up going to 
private house parties [and] getting 
really drunk or not doing anything 
at all, which doesn’t allow us the 
opportunity to build community,” she 
said of the effect of the 6 p.m. festival 
ordinance.

“What we want is events that are 
safe for the community and we want 
the money that’s used on policing to 
be used instead on those events,” she 
continued. 

In addition, Gina said that the 
added cost of extra policing could be 
better spent serving students’ basic 
needs. 

“Obviously I.V. has a basic needs 
shortage. We are in a food desert, 
there is not enough housing for the 
students or for the people that live 
here,” she said. “And we think that the 
resources that are spent on policing 
should be used for those things 
instead.”

Groups attending the event, which 
was organized by YDSA and Food 
Not Bombs, include the Bonfire 
Collective, Students Against Sexual 
Assault, El Congreso, Students 
for Justice in Palestine, Eco Vista, 
Campus Democrats, Underground 
Scholars and Cops Off Campus, 
according to Gina. 

The organizations have been 
meeting for approximately a month 

prior to plan the event, she said, and 
are hoping to create solidarity with 
one another’s movements.

“[This is] the first time in a long 
time that so many groups have come 
together under one cause, which is 
anti-policing,” Gina said. 

“This is just the starting point … 
we want this to be the launchpad 
for our organizations working more 
closely together in the future. We 
want there to be more solidarity and 
collaboration between our groups, 
so that we can actually change Isla 
Vista for the better long term,” she 
continued.

Clark, who played a large role 
in organizing the upcoming event, 
reiterated that the coalition of 
participating groups was based on 
community-building. 

“I’m optimistic that we’ll be able 
to work out some shared priorities 
after the following campaign and 
continue to organize around other 
issues that are infinitely important to 
the community in the future,” he said. 

Both Gina and Clark emphasized 
that excessive policing in I.V. during 
Halloween weekend was more 
detrimental to the community 
than funding and promoting 
grassroots, community-organized 
and community-oriented events like 
#FreeIV.

“A 2019 study done by the [Isla 
Vista] Community Services District 
shows that the vast majority of arrests 
and citations in Isla Vista are done 
for nonviolent offenses. We’re talking 
about drinking in public, public 
intoxication, underage drinking, 
things that we can solve internally 
without violent police forces, putting 
people in jail overnight or putting 
people in the drunk tanks,” Gina said. 

“If instead, I wanted to have events 
that could actually build community 
and not just be about drinking 
and blacking out, having a deeper 
community — we can do that from 
the ground up. We don’t need the 
government or the county or the 
police department to come in and 
enforce these perfectly overprotective 
rules,” she continued.

Clark noted that while the 
groups understood the necessity 
of checkpoints outside of I.V. to 
prohibit out-of-town visitors during 
Halloween weekend, the community 
of I.V. does not benefit from continual 
heavy police presence. 

“The focus of the campaign is 
showing that people now have rights 
to self-determination,” Taylor said. 
“We never ask the cops to be here, 
and we don’t really feel safe with them 
here, and they aren’t really solving 
what the problem [was] anyway.” 
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“I just found out today that my professor is 
kind of sexy.”

Today’s forecast is 
somehow still sunny and 
warm despite it being mid-
autumn. 

Tomorrow’s 
Forecast: Keep an eye 
out for other freak days of 
nature where it pours for 
five hours straight until 
the sun comes out and you 
immediately start sweating 
again.  

weather

CU Boulder Historian Gives Virtual Lecture on 
Community Engagement and Accountability

Yiu-On Li
Staff Writer

Faculty Director and Chair of 
the Board of the Center of the 
American West at the University 
of Colorado Boulder Patricia 
Limerick gave a virtual guest 
lecture at UC Santa Barbara titled 
“Community Engagement and an 
Ethic of Accountability.” 

Limerick — also a history 
professor at CU Boulder — 
discussed how collaboration 
between humanities and S.T.E.M. 
majors inside and outside of the 
classroom can move the world 
forward. Greg Johnson, director of 
the UCSB Walter H. Capps Center 
for the study of ethics, religion, 
and public life and a professor 
in the Department of Religious 
Studies, moderated the event.

“I think we have wasted quite a 
bit of time in the academic world 
drawing disciplinary boundaries,” 
Limerick said during the talk. “If 
we could have done less of that, 
we might have happier lives and 
more impact.”

According to Limerick, history 
is constantly repeating itself, with 
individuals across generations 
rarely learning from past mistakes. 

“We live in an amnesiac society,” 
she said. “We live in a society 
where people bump into things 
and bump into each other and 
spend a preposterous amount 
of time blaming each other for 
situations that originated long 
before any of us were born.”

“You need to have, as quickly as 
you can, your bearings in time,” 
Limerick continued. “You need 
to be able to say, ‘Okay, we’re in 
a dilemma now. Where does this 
dilemma come from? What can 
we learn from how we got here 
as to how we’re gonna deal with 
it and how we’re going to get 
beyond it?’”

Only after historians have 
advised on the context of a 
historical issue should engineers 
and scientists step in to deal with 
its technicalities, Limerick said.

“Engineers and natural scientists 
would do better in life and would 
have more positive impacts if they 
traveled around with humanities 
companions — if they had us along 
to say, ‘Oh, we want to be a little 
bit careful there,’” Limerick said.

According to Johnson, the 
traditionally insular nature of the 
humanities is emblematic of a 
larger issue in higher education.

“I think I am still tired from 
graduate school learning theory, 
learning how to make things 
obscure through language and 
jargon,” Johnson said. All that 
that accomplished, he said, was to 
“cordon” off the university from 
the rest of the world. 

Johnson said it was pointless 
to talk “to ourselves [and] about 
ourselves in a coded language of 
specialization.”

“The people you’re talking about 
— they’re real,” Johnson said. “The 
world they live in is real.”

The discussion also covered 
specif ic examples of applying 
humanities to the real world and 

countered the notion that the 
humanities must be insular by 
encouraging students to engage 
personally and genuinely with 
other people.

Limerick recounted having 
f ilmmaker Ken Burns visit CU 
Boulder to receive the Wallace 
Stegner Award in 2018, with 
about 2,000 people watching the 
proceedings in person. Before 
being presented with the award, 
Burns viewed a student f ilm on 
Korean War brides and asked the 
group if they wanted compliments 
or suggestions for improvement. 

“And these mature-beyond-
their-years kids said, ‘Tell us what 
could be better,’” Limerick said. “I 
might be tearing up here because 
it was just such a great thing to 
see.”

The final portion of the talk 
covered the return of Chumash 
cultural items and human remains 
to their original owners. 

“The university has many 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
human remains stored here,” 
Johnson said. “We are a day late 
and a dollar short, but we’re 
f inally getting around to taking 
repatriation seriously on this 
campus.”

Limerick said that repatriation 
is a way of recognizing the injuries 
done in the past and taking the 
step to begin healing history. 

“We’re aware of the injuries of 
the past, and we’re not paralyzed 
by this, and we don’t think that 
you’ve vanished.”

“That doesn’t reverse the injuries 
of the past or erase them or 
anything like that,” she continued. 
“But it says, ‘We’re doing our 
best.’”

To conclude the event, Limerick 
recounted a 1991 Smithsonian 
American Art Museum exhibition 
titled “The West as America.”

“It became a very wild fray, and 
senators were storming around 
and threatening the Smithsonian 
budget,” Limerick said. The 
director of the museum, she 
said, asked her to be on a panel 
to defend the exhibit and the 
museum.

“Well, nobody has ever said that 
to me before, but I think I have 
said it to myself every week,” she 
continued. “The nation needs all 
of us. It’s all hands on deck.”

Munger Hall’s Architectural Consultant 
Resigns in Protest of Its Construction

STAFFER / DAILY NEXUS 

Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

In a letter to the UC Santa 
Barbara Design Review 
Committee co-chairs for Munger 
Hall, architectural consultant 
Dennis McFadden resigned in 
protest of the construction of the 
housing development on Oct. 24.

The letter  — which voiced 
strong opposition to the planned 
11-story dorm building that will 
hold 4,500 students and open 
in fall 2025 — was published on 
Reddit on Oct. 26, following the 
Oct. 5 Design Review Committee 
(DRC) meeting.  

“I was disturbed by both the 
process and the content of the 
Munger Hall design presentation,” 
McFadden wrote in his letter of 
resignation. “The basic concept 
of Munger Hall as a place for 
students to live is unsupportable 
from my perspective as an 
architect, a parent and a human 
being.” 

McFadden’s main concern over 
the construction of Munger Hall 
was the complete lack of access 
to the outside from inside the 
building, with the eight-person 
living units being completely 
“sealed environments with no 
exterior windows” and completely 

dependent on artificial lighting 
and mechanical ventilation. 

The DRC reviewed the details 
on the construction of Munger 
Hall. During the meeting, Navy 
Banvard, the architect for Munger 
Hall, said that the bedroom units 
will have “virtual windows that 
simulate daylight.” 

“An ample body of documented 
evidence shows that interior 
environments with access 
to natural light, air and views 
to nature improve both the 
physical and mental wellbeing 
of occupants,” McFadden wrote 
in the letter. “The Munger Hall 
design ignores this evidence and 
seems to take the position that it 
doesn’t matter.” 

McFadden said in his letter of 
resignation that the design for 
the building is “100% complete,” 
despite the DRC allowing requests 
to speak on the construction 
during the Oct. 5 meeting. 

“The design was described as 
100% complete, approval was not 
requested, no vote was taken and 
no further submittals are intended 
or required,” he wrote. “Yet in the 
nearly fifteen years I served as a 
consulting architect to the DRC, 
no project was brought before the 
committee that is larger, more 

transformational and potentially 
more destructive to the campus as 
a place than Munger Hall.” 

Another issue McFadden noted 
in his letter was the “unprecedented 
size and density” of the building, 
with its single-block design being 
built to hold 4,500 students with 
two entrances. 

“The project is essentially the 
student life portion of a mid-sized 
university campus in a box,” he 
wrote. “No research or data was 
presented to justify the extreme 
density or to understand its 
impact. UCSB students, as the 
subject of the experiment, will be 
left to negotiate the unintended 
consequences.” 

UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada said in the statement to the 
Nexus that Munger Hall is a part of 
UCSB’s current  housing projects 
guided by the Campus Plan — 
a strategy developed through an 
“extensive campus participatory 
process” with the goal of 
providing “affordable, on-campus 
housing that minimizes energy 
consumption and reduces the 
number of students living in the 
neighboring community of Isla 
Vista.” 

“We are grateful for Mr. 
McFadden’s contributions and 

insights during his tenure as a 
consultant on our design review 
committee,” said Estrada. 

However, his resignation will not 
stop the construction of Munger 
Hall, according to Estrada. 

“The Munger Hall project and 
design is continuing to move 
forward as planned,” she said in 
the statement. “We are delighted 
to be moving forward with this 
transformational project.”

But McFadden stands by 
the drawbacks of the building 
outweighing its benefits.

“As a project that pushes 
economies of scale, prefabrication 
and an alternate project delivery 
process, Munger Hall offers an 
answer to the question of how to 
resolve the housing shortage and 
growth pressures currently facing 
the University,” McFadden wrote 
in his letter of resignation.

“As a design solution and a 
campus building, however, the 
project will long outlive the 
circumstances of its origin and 
will impact the life of the campus 
and the lives of its students for 
multiple generations.” 

“This experiment, I believe, 
is the wrong answer for student 
housing, the UCSB campus and 
the UCSB community.” 

SAM NG / DAILY NEXUS Courtesy of UCSB Current



Thursday, October 28, 2021Daily Nexus 3News

NEXUS
www.dailynexus.com

weather

Costumed UCSB Students and Santa Barbara Residents 
March for Environmentally Favorable Policies

Dexter LaViolette
Reporter

UC Santa Barbara students 
and Santa Barbara residents held 
a Halloween-themed protest 
in front of the Santa Barbara 
County Administration building 
on Oct. 22. Participants dressed 
in costumes and marched to 
Santa Barbara City hall to 
demand greater support from 
state and federal governments 
on environmentally favorable 
policies.

Participating students were 
represented in part by the 
UCSB Environmental Affairs 
Board (EAB) and the Sunrise 
Movement, and residents were 
represented by local action groups 
including the Society of Fearless 
Grandmothers-SB and the Santa 
Barbara Community Action 
Network.

EAB Co-Chair and 
environmental studies   major    Kat 
Lane — costumed as the Cat in the 
Hat — celebrated environmental 
wins since the last demonstration 
during the protest while also 
detailing current and future policy 
goals of the organization.

“It was really cool because we 
had put in a lot of work going 
and talking to the commissioners 
[on the Santa Barbara Planning 
Commission], making sure that 
student voices were heard and 
trying to incorporate that, and we 
were actually able to get one of 
the swing votes,” Lane said.

The Planning Commission 
decided in a 3-2 vote to not 
recommend an oil trucking 
project, though it does not rule 
on oil transported outside of 
pipelines. 

Lane also praised a new policy 
from the California Geologic 
Energy Management Agency put 
into place by Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s administration, which 
enacted a 3,200-foot buffer zone 
between gas and oil wells and 
community sites such as schools, 
hospitals or residential areas.

“[The decision] was important 
because when zoning happens, 
it’s a bunch of white people 
saying, ‘Oh, look, I can go into 
this underserved BIPOC [Black, 
Indigenous and people of color] 
neighborhood [and] just give 
them all the trash and stuff which 
is incredibly unjust.’ Everyone 
deserves clean air, clean water, [a] 
clean environment and the ability 
to not scrape by — to thrive,” Lane 
said.

Lane detailed EAB’s goals, 
like the Biden administration’s 
approval for a marine sanctuary 
for the Chumash people and for 
the California State Teachers’ 
Retirement System — the state 
benefit provider for California’s 
educators and the largest 
retirement fund in the United 
States — to divest $6 billion from 
fossil fuel industries. She also 
expressed solidarity with the 
March for Stolen Lives and Stolen 
Futures in Sacramento, which 
seeks racial justice in the context 
of the climate crisis.

Protesters marching down 
State Street expressed dismay 
toward the U.S. Senate’s inability 
to pass environmental portions 
of the Biden Administration’s 
Build Back Better plan, chanting, 
“No climate, no deal.” A protester 
in a costume of Jesus Christ, 
who identified solely as ‘Jesus,’ 
marched with a sign saying, “Hey 
Manchin, what would Jesus do?” 

“We’re trying to get our piece 
of shit senator Joe Manchin to 
listen, and we’re trying to get our 
California Democrat senators to 
listen,” the protester said during 
the march.  

“Change is possible in every 
moment, and you have power. 
You are all contained within the 
divine,” the protester continued.

Lane said that the EAB is 
coming together with many 
different groups and organizations 
on Nov. 5 to put pressure on 
the 2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, which is to 
be held in Glasgow from Oct. 31 
to Nov. 12. 
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Protesters marching down State Street expressed dismay toward 
the Senate’s inability to pass environmental portions of the Biden 
Administration’s Build Back Better plan. Participating students were 
represented in part by the UCSB Environmental Affairs Board and the 
Sunrise Movement.

MARK ALFRED / DAILY NEXUS 
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UC Santa Barbara’s Special Education and School Psychology 
Graduate Program Receives $2.7 Million Grant

Jenna Reisgen
Reporter

UC Santa Barbara received 
a $2.7 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education in June to fund a 
collaborative program that will 
prepare doctoral students in 
special education and school 
psychology on how to serve 
and support students with 
youth mental health needs, 
disabilities and emotional and 
behavioral disorders. 

The grant, which was split 
with Boston University, will 
fund six doctoral students at 
UCSB and three at Boston 
University. Three of the 
six UCSB recipients will be 
admitted into the counseling, 
clinical and school psychology 
program and the other three 
will be admitted into UCSB’s 
special education program. 
Boston University’s three 
recipients will be admitted into 
its special education program. 

This collaboration with 
Boston University is known 
formally as “T.E.A.M.S.” which 
abbreviates the program’s 
goal of “collaboration to train 
special education and school 
psychology scholars to advance 
equity in the study of mental 
health among students,” 
according to the UCSB Current. 

“We’ve been doing 
this historically, we just 
hadn’t done it through this 
collaboration of special 

education, school psychology 
and Boston University,” said 
Shane  Jimerson, the principal 
investigator of the project. 

“So in fact, school psychology 
here at UC Santa Barbara, 
during the past 15 years, [has] 
already graduated more than 
30 faculty members who have 
taken positions specif ically as 
we’re trying to . . . advance 
equity and diversity in the 
f ield of school psychology,” he 
continued. 

Jimerson said that UCSB 
applied for the grant in June 
2021.

“The U.S. Department of 
Education has federal grant 
opportunities for competitive 
grant proposals to focus on 
innovations in various areas. 
We were applying for the 
area of meeting the social, 
emotional, behavioral and 
mental health needs of children 
in the schools,” Jimerson said.

According to Jimerson, the 
grant will be spent on directly 
funding the doctoral students.

“These nine scholars, 
essentially over the next 
four years of their graduate 
doctoral studies, will receive 
full funding across all levels. 
So that includes tuition and 
fees and health care and also 
includes a stipend,” he said. 

In addition, the grant will 
be used for travel and lodging 
expenses, collaborative projects 
in the Santa Barbara and Boston 
area, project management and 

technology. 
T.E.A.M.S. will prepare 

the nine scholars through 
coursework outlined by the 
National Association of School 
Psychologists and the California 
Department of Education’s 
teacher credentialing guidelines 
for special education and school 
psychology and f ieldwork 
within schools in Santa Barbara 
and Boston, including working 
with children, teachers and 
administrators.

“That will prepare them 
to do the research, to do the 
mentoring, to do the teaching 
and to engage in the service 
that wil l fundamentally 
transform the future in terms of 
advancing equity in the study of 
mental health,” Jimerson said. 

T.E.A.M.S. is a f ive-year-
funded project and is currently 
in year one — the recruitment 
phase. The collaboration is 
currently taking applications 
for the program. 

“This is somewhat unusual, 
where we received the 
notif ication in September, and 
the project began in October. 
So we are on the hustle right 
now, as you can imagine, with 
doing our recruitment and 
outreach,” Jimerson said. 

Applications opened in 
September and are due for the 
school psychology graduate 
program on Nov. 15, while 
applications for the special 
education graduate program 
are due on Dec. 1.
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UCSB’s Kapatirang Pilipino Wins 36th Annual Friendship Games
Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s Filipinx-
interest organization, Kapatirang 
Pilipino, won this year’s 36th 
annual Friendship Games on 
Oct. 17, bringing home the 
gold against 19 other Filipinx 
American student organizations 
across California, Nevada and 
Arizona. 

The Friendship Games are 
the largest student-run Filipinx 
American event in the nation, run 
and held by Cal State University 
(CSU) Fullerton’s Filipinx-
American Student Association. 
The school that demonstrates 
the most Spirit, Pride, Unity and 
Friendship (SPUF) is awarded an 
8-foot-tall trophy. 

“SPUF is the big component 
because you get to see how other 
schools show off their school’s 
pride, and I think it shows a 
lot about the Filipino culture,” 
said Alizandra Mompar, second-
year communication and bio-
psychology double major and 
one of Kapatirang Pilipino’s (KP) 
co-social chairs. “‘How does 
your school show off the Filipino 
pride?’ I think it’s really important 
because there’s a lot of creativity 
going around, and there’s a lot of 
freedom.”

Although usually held in person 
at CSU Fullerton’s intramural 
f ields, the competitions took 
place in a virtual format this 
year through posting tasks 
each day for competitors to 
complete on their Instagram page 
throughout the week of Oct. 10. 
Members of KP could send their 
submissions for each challenge 
to the organization’s Instagram 
account and were posted using 
the hashtag #FG36UCSB. 

Mompar didn’t expect a lot of 
participation in the games this 
year due to the online format but 
was pleased by the number of 
submissions that came in for each 
task, which included sending in 
pictures of members dressing as 
their organization’s theme, videos 
of physical activities and photos 
of their club family lines. 

“I know a lot of people are 
discouraged with participating 
when it comes to being online,” 
Mompar explained. “Starting off, 
it was really [challenging] to get 

everyone involved, but once we 
got the ball rolling, everyone was 
participating.”

“It kinda reminds me of our 
phrase, ‘isang bagsak,’” she said. 
“It’s like: One falls, we all fall. 
If one goes up, we all go up. I 
think that’s really what I saw with 
the participation, the victory this 
year.”

Second-year economics 
and accounting major and KP 
Co-Social Chair Hjork Ocampo 
said the “spontaneous and fast-
paced nature” of the games, 
especially the surprise tasks, 
encouraged participation through 
how quickly each member was 
responding to the challenges. He 
said winning felt surreal, but he 
wasn’t surprised because of the 
supportive community in KP.

“I think going back in person 
[for classes] also sparked some 
excitement and willingness to 
take over and try to bring the 
trophy home,” he added. “After 
the pandemic, people were just 
missing all of the things that 
college has to offer, and what KP 
has to offer.”

Established in 1978, KP is 
UCSB’s largest Asian-Pacif ic 
Islander organization, dedicated 
to creating a space for the Filipinx 
community on campus by 
providing opportunities through 
social interaction that facilitates 
“political empowerment, Filipino/
Filipina-American cultural and 
ethnic awareness and promotion 
of academic excellence at UCSB 
and its surrounding communities.”

Ocampo said joining KP was 
one of the best decisions he 
has ever made and feels like if 
he hadn’t, he wouldn’t be the 
person he is today. He said he felt 
welcomed with open arms and 
wants to continue to foster that 
kind of environment for other 
members.

“I think given this environment 
of Filipinx-Americans, I was very 
eager to showcase our culture and 
spirit. For me, it’s about finding 
that space that I never really had,” 
Ocampo said.

As KP’s social chairs, Mompar 
and Ocampo are dedicated to 
creating events for people to get 
to know each other and dedicate 
some time to becoming familiar 
with Filipino culture. 

“KP is a very tight knit 

community, and we try to 
embody that by creating these 
social events for people to get to 
know each other,” Mompar said. 
“I feel like it’s so much better 
when people are interacting with 

one another.”
“The victory [of Friendship 

Games] just screams ‘family,’” 
Mompar added. “It shows people 
are really coming out to show 
how much they like KP.”

Upon coming to college, 
Mompar met a lot of people who 
didn’t feel connected to their 
cultural background and told her 
they felt they were straying away 
from it. She said she believed KP 

is about sharing a safe space for 
these communities and helping 
people reconnect with their 
culture.

“To me, it’s a place that’s just 
like home.”

Courtesy of Alizandra Mompar
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COVID-19 Booster 
Shots Are Now 

Available for Three 
COVID-19 Vaccines

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

California Secretary of State Shirley 
Weber published the complete results 
from the Sept. 14 gubernatorial 
election on Oct. 22, showing that a 
majority of Santa Barbara County 
voted “no” on the recall vote for 
California Governor Gavin Newsom. 

The results show that, in Santa 
Barbara County, 58,149 people — or 
38.2% of voters — voted “yes” on the 
recall, while 94,219 people — or 61.8% 
of voters — voted “no” on the recall. 
The county’s numbers were fairly 
similar to the overall state’s with 
38.1% of statewide voters voting “yes” 
and 61.9% voting “no.” 

Both on the statewide level and the 
county level, Newsom’s opponents, 
Republican Larry Elder, Democrat 
Kevin Paffrath and Republican 
Kevin Faulconer, were the top three 
opponents. Voters could vote “no” on 
the recall but still choose a candidate 
in case Newsom was removed from 
office. Elder received 48.4%, Paffrath 
received 9.6% and Faulconer received 
8% of statewide votes. 

In Santa Barbara County, 49.0% 
voted for Elder, 10.5% voted for 

Paffrath and 6.7% voted for Faulconer. 
As of Aug. 30, there were 280,776 

eligible voters in Santa Barbara 
County but only 238,548 voters were 
registered. Of the registered voters, 
111,695 were Democrats, 59,500 were 
Republicans, 7,995 were American 
Independents, 1,109 were Greens, 
2,433 were Libertarians, 1,029 were 
Peace and Freedom, 1,585 were 
unknown, 1,550 were other and 
51,652 had no party preference. 

Santa Barbara had 115 precincts 
during the gubernatorial election. Of 
the 238,548 registered voters, 9,173 
people voted in person, 143,635 
people voted by mail and 152,808 
people voted in total.

There have been 179 attempts to 
recall state officials in California, 55 
of which were for the governor. Only 
11 of the 179 got enough signatures 
to qualify as an official recall, 
and six of those official attempts 
were successful. Six of the recalls 
were against state senators, three 
were against members of the State 
Assembly and two were against the 
governor.

The only governor to successfully 
be recalled in California was Governor 
Gray Davis, when Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger replaced him. 
The next gubernatorial election 

will be held in November 2022 during 
the midterm election. 

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

Select demographics are 
now elig ible to receive a 
booster shot for their COVID-
19 vaccine for the three main 
COVID-19 vaccines in the 
U.S.: Pf izer, Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson. 

For Pf izer and Moderna 
COVID-19 booster shots, 
current elig ible recipients 
include anyone 65 and 
older, anyone 18 and older 
in a long-term care facility, 
anyone 18 and older who is 
immunocompromised and 
anyone who works in a high-
risk setting. Anyone looking 
to receive a booster shot must 
bring their vaccination card to 
the booster shot appointment 
with them. 

The Johnson & Johnson 
booster shot, however, is more 
widely avai lable. Anyone 
who received the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine at least two 
months prior and any Pf izer 
or Moderna vaccine recipients 
who f it the eligibility for the 
Pf izer or Moderna booster shot 
can also receive the Johnson & 
Johnson booster shot. 

The FDA also approved 
“mixing” COVID-19 vaccines 
and booster shots, meaning 
that someone who received a 
Pf izer vaccination could get 
a Johnson & Johnson booster 
shot. 

Students can log onto 
myturn.ca.gov to see if they 

are eligible and locate nearby 
locations of fering COVID-
19 booster shots. In addition 
to the locations listed on 
the government website , 
Albertsons, RiteAid and CVS 
— all located near Isla Vista — 
also offer booster shots. 

UCSB Student Health is 
not currently offering booster 
shots.

“Booster shots will become 
an important part of our 
local strategy to protect our 
most vulnerable community 
members and end the 
pandemic. Local pharmacies 
and health care providers 
are prepared to offer booster 
doses in your community,” 
Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department (SBCPHD) 
Director Van Do-Reynoso said 
in a press release. 

“We want to encourage 
those who have yet to receive 
a f irst-dose vaccine to know 
that vaccines are still available 
to you.” 

Current ly, the county 
remains on a downward trend 
for COVID-19 cases, with  9.9 
positive COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 people and a 2.7% 
testing positivity rate as of 
Oct. 22. As for vaccination 
rates, 78.4% of the county is 
eligible to receive a vaccine, 
with 70.8% of everyone who is 
eligible being fully vaccinated. 

Isla Vista has had zero active 
or new cases as of Oct. 26, 
according to the SBCPHD 
Community Dashboard. 

Full Gubernatorial Recall Results From 
Santa Barbara Are Overwhelmingly in 

Favor of Newsom

Santa Barbara County voted against the gubernatorial recall 61.8% to 38.2%. Santa Barbara’s results are in line with the state-wide results, 
also voting against the recall 61.9% to 38.1%
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Santa Barbara County’s top replacement candidate for governor was 
Larry Elder, receiving 47% of the vote. Only five of the 46 candidates 
received more than 3,571 votes that write-ins received.
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PRA Reveals Grading Trends From UCSB Over the Last Six Years
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

In July, all UC Santa Barbara 
students’ grades from the past six 
years were made available online on 
GitHub through a Public Records Act 
request made by a UCSB alumnus. 
The data shows an increase in the 
percentage of students receiving 
A’s and better grades overall since 
Winter Quarter 2020. 

The Nexus also created a website 
for students to look through past 
grading trends. 

In  July, the  Nexus reported that 
all UC Santa Barbara grades from 
fall 2015 to winter 2021, which were 
obtained through the California 
Freedom of Information Act, were 
published online by an anonymous 
UCSB alum. In total, 1,739,704 
grades were received by students in 
the 44,788 courses offered over 22 
quarters.

From the 2015-16 to the 2018-19 
school years, the average numbers of 
courses taken by students in the fall, 
winter and spring quarters were fairly 
constant. From 2015-16 to the 2017-
18 school years, students averaged 
taking just under four courses per 
quarter. 

In the 2018-19 school year, the 
average number of courses taken by 
students increased to 4.41 courses for 
the fall, winter and spring quarters, 

compared to an average of 3.91 in the 
previous three years. Winter Quarter 
2020 was the first time since the 
2015-16 school year that students 
took fewer courses, on average, in the 
winter quarter than in the fall. 

In the summer quarters from 2016 
to 2019, students took 2.51 courses 
on average. For Summer Quarter 
2020, students took 3.42 on average, 
nearly an entire course more than the 
previous years.

Many courses changed their 
grading distribution to accommodate 
students during the pandemic. 
Compared to grades given before 
Spring Quarter 2020, 409 courses 
changed the percentage of A’s, B’s 
or C’s given out by more than 30 
percentage points.

Ecology, Evolution and Marine 
Biology 3 (EEMB 3) is the largest 
course, in terms of the number of 
students, that had the percentage 
of a grade change by more than 
30 percentage points since before 
Spring Quarter 2020. The percentage 
of students receiving an A in EEMB 
3 increased from 22%, prior to the 
pandemic, to 71% since Spring 
Quarter 2020. 

As a greater percentage of students 
received A’s in EEMB 3 since Spring 
Quarter 2020, the percentage of 
students receiving B’s decreased by 18 
percentage points and the percentage 
of students receiving C’s decreased by 

22 percentage points.
From Fall Quarter 2015 to Winter 

Quarter 2020, students received 
1,324,937 grades, 91% of which were 
letter grades. From Winter Quarter 
2020 to Winter Quarter 2021, an 
additional 414,767 grades were 
received, 93% of which were letter 
grades.

The percentage of students 
receiving A’s increased from 46% to 
63% as the percentage of students 
receiving every other grade decreased 
after Winter Quarter 2020.

Prior to Winter Quarter 2020, 
5.6% of courses were taken as Pass/
No Pass which decreased to 4.1% in 
the quarters after Winter 2020. Over 
this time period, the percentage of 
students receiving a No Pass grade 
decreased from 4.3% to 3.1%.

The percentage of students 
receiving No Pass grades is also 
higher than the percentage of 
students receiving F’s for every 
quarter except for Summer Quarter 
2016, 2017 and 2018 as well as the last 
two available quarters, Fall Quarter 
2020 and Winter Quarter 2021.

For the upcoming Winter Quarter 
2022 registration, the Nexus has 
published a website to view past 
grading distributions by course, 
professor and general education 
requirements, which can be found 
here: dailynexus.com/interactives/
grades. 
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10 Tips to

Tell your out of town friends not to visit during Halloween
weekend, it’s not worth it. Overnight guests aren’t allowed
in residence halls or university-owned apartments on
Halloween. Friends won’t be able to find parking in Isla
Vista or Goleta.
 
There’s more to Halloween than Isla Vista. Check out
http://events.as.ucsb.edu for alternative events. 
 
Keep it legal to avoid citation or arrest. There is strict
enforcement and zero tolerance during Halloween
weekend. There will be hundreds of Sheriff, Police, and
CHP officers in IV during Halloween weekend.
 
Close your parties — keep the door shut to your
apartment/house and don’t allow anyone you don’t know
in, even if they look like college students. Overcrowding
your residence, especially your balcony, can be
dangerous.

Always carry an official photo ID.

 

Questions?

Call UCSB

Student Life

(805) 893-4568 KEEP IT SAFE
KEEP IT LOCAL

WWW.UCSBHALLOWEEN.COM

this halloween weekend
Move your car off the street. Buy a campus Night
and Weekend parking ePermit for only $52.50 to park in
designated campus lots or structures from 9a.m. on
Friday, 10/29 to 7:30 a.m. on Monday, 11/1. You can
also use it year round! Apply at  tps.ucsb.edu/epermits. 

Keep your social media posts about Halloween weekend
to a minimum.
 
Direct, Delegate, Distract are three ways you can safely
intervene when you see something that just doesn’t
seem right. If you are comfortable intervening — then do
it! Wouldn’t you want someone to do the same for you?
 
Be aware that combining alcohol with other drugs, even
prescribed medication, can be lethal. Call 911 if you are
concerned about your friend. There are no
repercussions to those calling for help. CA law provides
immunity to those who seek medical assistance for
another person experiencing a drug related overdose.

If you see illegal, dangerous, or suspicious activity,
call 911.
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In an emergency, call 911!
Isla Vista Foot Patrol: (805) 681-4179 
UCSB Campus Police: (805) 893-3446 
CSO Escorts: (805) 893-2000 
Campus Advocacy, Resources & Education
24/7: (805) 893-4613 
Standing Together To End Sexual Assault,
24/7: (805) 564-3696 
Emergency 911 (off campus) 

9-911 (on campus) 
Santa Barbara County Jail: (805) 681-4260

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS JUST CALL 911
Know the warning signs for alcohol
poisoning and drug overdose. Symptoms
include: Person cannot be awakened; cold,
clammy, or bluish skin; slow and/or irregular
breathing; vomiting while passed out. Turn
the victim on his/her side to prevent choking
in case of vomiting.

LIFE OF THE PARTY
Have fun, enjoy the weekend regret-free!
http://lifeoftheparty.sa.ucsb.edu

CONFIDENTIAL ADVOCACY 
CARE offers free, confidential advocacy for
those affected by stalking, sexual assault, and
dating/domestic violence. To reach a
confidential advocate 24/7, call (805) 893-4613.

UCSB Women’s Center Holds Safe Space for Women in the BIPOC Community
Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara 
Women’s Center held an event 
for women in the BIPOC 
community — which includes 
Black students, Indigenous 
students and students of color — 
at the Student Resource Building 
on Oct. 20 to decompress and 
relax amidst the tension of 
midterms. 

Par t ic ipants prac t iced 
mindfulness activities, learned 
about topics like self-preservation 
and were provided with snacks 
and free journals during the 
event.

Leah Fullerton, a second-

year pre-psychology and brain 
sciences major and one of the 
student programmers at the 
Women’s Center, organized the 
event to help create a space for 
BIPOC women to practice self-
care amidst midterms season. 

“The society that we live in 
tells us that we have to produce 
all the time, like, ‘Go go go 
grind culture,’ and that causes 
stress,” Fullerton said. “So seeing 
mindfulness as a means of just 
taking care of yourself as an 
act of resistance, it’s kind of like 
f ighting back against [society] 
in a way to ref lect and just take 
time for yourself.”

Fullerton said another 
source of stress for the BIPOC 

community is the subconscious 
awareness that they may not see 
or f ind others who look like them 
around campus or in classes.

“Maybe you’ve kind of gotten 
used to the fact that you’re one 
of the only non-white people 
in your math class,” she said. 
“That’s not something you 
might think about a lot, but it’s 
something that adds a little bit of 
stress. It gets to you.” 

“Having these spaces where 
you feel like you can relax 
and you feel like you have a 
community who can understand 
you at least a little bit  more          
. . . it just might release a little 
bit of that tension,” Fullerton 
continued.

Within the last year, Fullerton 
had been disappointed with 
how the university was 
handling some of the pertinent 
issues concerning those with 
marginalized identities. Because 
of that, once she came to campus, 
she felt connected to many of the 
topics that the Women’s Center 
addresses.

“When people showed up, I 
was just like, ‘Wow, this means 
that you really, really want to 
be here, and it’s something that 
you’ve carved out the time for,’” 
she said. “You take time out of 
your day, to ref lect a little bit, 
that was the point of [the event]. 
Really, all I could ever want was 
that people just felt a little bit 

more relaxed and centered.”
This event was a part of the 

“Wednesdays at the Women’s 
Center” series, which intends 
to create safe spaces and build 
communities where individuals 
can talk about shared experiences. 
Most of the Women’s Center’s 
larger programs are open to all 
identities, but the center also 
offers smaller events catered for 
specif ic groups. 

“Now that we’re back on 
campus, the Women’s Center 
provides a space where people 
can meet one another, make 
friends and re-integrate into 
a community that engages in 
conversations about social 
justice,” Betsy Kaminsky, director 

of the UCSB Department of 
Women, Gender and Sexual 
Equity, said in a statement to the 
Nexus.

According to Kaminsky, the 
pandemic magnif ied existing 
inequities in many marginalized 
communities, like anti-Asian 
racism and gender-based 
violence, so it’s important to 
offer programs addressing these 
issues.

“Within each individual, there’s 
a part of the community, there’s 
something that resonates with 
the other members,” Fullerton 
said. “You’re there for each other. 
It’s welcoming, and it’s safe. I 
think that that’s probably the 
most ideal kind of place.”
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Campus Events Want more info?Visit to Attend 

WWW.UCSBHALLOWEEN.COM

this halloween weekend

http://halloween.as.ucsb.edu

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 10/27-10/29

Saturday, 10/30

Hallowheels at the Rec Cen - 9:00 pm - 1:00 am, Rec Cen
Roll out to the Recreation Center for a free Halloween celebration. Enjoy a night of skating featuring a
DJ, movie, free pizza, a silent disco, s'more making, mask decorating, pumpkin painting, and other
Halloween activities! All are encouraged to wear their silliest, most creative, and scariest costumes for a
chance to win the costume contest! Sponsored by Department of Recreation, Health and Wellness,
Life of the Party, Woodstock's Pizza.

Pop-up Pumpkin Carving Contest - 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm, St. George Youth Center
Prizes include local Kayak tour, zoo membership, gift cards and more! Sponsored by St. George
Youth Center and IV CSD.

ASPB Presents Delirium - 8:00 pm - 11:59 pm, UCSB
AS Program Board presents their annual Halloween concert! DELIRIUM headlined by DENZEL CURRY
with opener, IAMDOECHII, this Saturday, Oct. 30 at 8PM! Tickets are on sale NOW online. This is a
GAUCHOS ONLY event. Access cards required for entry. Sponsored by AS Program Board.

Haunted Pumpkin Patch! - 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm, 889 Camino del Sur, Isla Vista
 Discover the story of the Pumpkin King’s folly and help the Pumpkin Queen save her kin! The
Halloween Haunted Pumpkin Patch experience will be offered to the Isla Vista community for free
between the hours of 7 P.M. and 11 P.M. on October 27, 28, and 29. Participants will be guided through
the experience by a unique story, told through interactions with lively costumed performers.

The experience will be created via the use of professional lighting and projection art in a number of
unique environments, with theatrical and aerial performers, art installations, signature Lucidity bamboo
portals, and a pumpkin patch that will send each group home with a free pumpkin! Sponsored by IV
Recreation & Parks District.

Friday, 10/29

Foothills Forever Receives $3 Million From the State To 
Preserve San Marcos Foothills

Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor

The Foothills Forever campaign 
received $3 million from the state 
of California on Oct. 20 to help 
continue preserving the land of 
the West Mesa property on the 
San Marcos Foothills Preserve.

The $3 million donation 
was presented in a check to 
representatives from Foothills 
Forever by State Senator Monique 
Limón and Assemblymember 
Steve Bennett. The money will go 
toward the “preservation of open 
space,” as stated on the check. 

Foothills Forever is a nonprofit 
campaign that raised community 
awareness of land preservation of 
the West Mesa and prevented a 
planned development by raising 
$18.6 million to purchase the 
San Marcos Foothills from the 
Chadmar Group, a development 
company that owned the land 
since the mid-2000s and had 
plans to construct luxury homes 
on the West Mesa property of the 
foothills. 

The deal — made on March 10 
and fulfilled on June 9 — followed 
protests and demonstrations from 
earlier this year — including one 

that resulted in the arrests of 
eight individuals who blocked a 
bulldozer from breaking ground 
on the West Mesa on Feb. 25. 

Foothills Forever campaigned 
since summer 2020 to prevent 
the planned development on the 
West Mesa property. The land 
has historical ties to the Chumash 
Nation and is one of the last 
native grasslands in the county.

Santa Barbara County 
Supervisor Gregg Hart thanked 
Limón and Bennett for their 
advocacy for securing funding for 
the land.

“State Senator Limón and 

Assemblymember Bennett’s 
tireless advocacy in Sacramento 
delivered the critical last mile 
funding necessary to permanently 
preserve the San Marcos 
Foothills,” Hart said. “Their 
efforts, along with f inancial 
contributions from the County 
of Santa Barbara and thousands 
of local residents, helped preserve 
this biologically unique cultural 
treasure for future generations to 
experience and enjoy.”

Bennett also acknowledged the 
community effort in saving and 
preserving the land.

“When a community comes 

together, you can preserve the 
really important things and your 
community. This open space and 
this effort here is a classic example, 
just like we did S.O.A.R. [Save 
Open-Space and Agricultural 

Resources] in Ventura County — 
the same thing happened. 5,400 
people came to contribute, and 
look what we have here, this 
preserved in perpetuity,” Bennett 
said at the check presentation. 
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B.U.R.S.A. Provides a Home Away From Home for Burmese Students

Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

In August 2020, a group of five 
students met over Zoom, bonded 
by their shared Burmese identities 
and their desire to create a safe 
space for other Burmese students 
on campus. Four months later, 
in December 2020, this group 
of students founded UC Santa 
Barbara’s first Burmese Student 
Association. 

The Nexus spoke with the 
founding members of the 
organization as they ref lected on 
their work thus far. 

Michelle Tu, a third-year 
biology major and the founder/
president of the Burmese 
Student Association (B.U.R.S.A.), 
described her experience coming 
into UCSB as a first year and 

seeking a space on campus where 
she could connect back to her 
Burmese roots. 

“When I came in during my 
freshman year, I wanted to be 
involved in a cultural organization, 
specif ically a Burmese student 
organization, but I saw that there 
wasn’t one,” Tu said. “So I joined 
the next best thing with some 
of my friends, [which was] the 
Taiwanese American Student 
Association (TASA).” 

Although she isn’t Taiwanese, 
Tu felt welcomed and at home 
at TASA and even served as the 
co-publicity chair her second 
year in the organization. In 
this position, Tu was recruiting 
members for TASA through 
social media outreach and noticed 
Burmese international students 
while recruiting. 

“I was like, ‘Wow, there are 
actually Burmese students that 
are attending UCSB,’ because 
in my freshman year, I didn’t 
really know anyone [who was 
Burmese],” she said. “So I just 
started to message these people 
to see if they wanted to create a 
club [for Burmese students] and 
become officers.”

Kendra Htoo, a second-year 
political science major and the 
B.U.R.S.A. treasurer, shared Tu’s 
excitement in meeting other 
Burmese students, expressing 
shock when she f irst began 
conversing with Tu and other 
future board members in August. 

“It’s just so rare to meet and 
connect with other Burmese 
people, and we were a pretty 
decent group of people, so we 
thought, ‘Why not start a student 

organization on campus?’” Htoo 
said. 

This began  the f irst 
conversations that led to the 
founding of B.U.R.S.A., which 
started with fewer than 10 members 
over Zoom. Now, the organization 
has about 20 registered members 
with attendance growing every 
meeting.

“It was surprising to know that 
there are other Burmese students 
out there [who are] wanting that 
connection and friendship, which 
we are able to provide, so I feel 
super rewarded,” Tu said. 

The goals for the organization 
center around providing a 
safe space and community for 
Burmese people and welcoming 
and educating non-Burmese 
people about Burmese culture. 
They hope to discuss and raise 
awareness about the military coup 
in Myanmar, while also providing 
opportunities for members 
to foster friendships with one 
another. 

Since the start of fall quarter, 
B.U.R.S.A. has hosted a general 
meeting and an event for the 
Thadingyut Festival, which 
celebrates the annual holiday in 
Myanmar that marks the return 
of Buddha from heaven and the 
end of Buddhist Lent. 

Second-year psychological 
and brain sciences major and 
B.U.R.S.A. general member Emily 
Han said that the in-person 
environment of the festival event 
— one of their first ever in-person 
gatherings — was a welcomed 
change from Zoom meetings. 

“The atmosphere was much 
more comfortable and fun [this 
time] because people are more 
shy [over Zoom],” Han said. 

In addition to creating safe 
spaces for students, B.U.R.S.A. 
works to raise awareness about 
the military coup in Myanmar, 
which began in February 2021. 

“Currently, millions of people 
in Myanmar are suffering under 
the oppressive military junta that 
seized control on Feb. 1, 2021,” Tu 
said in a statement to the Nexus. 
“During that time, UCSB BURSA 
worked closely with various UCSB 
departments regarding academic, 
f inancial, housing, international 
and mental health resources for 
UCSB students in Myanmar.” 

In response, B.U.R.S.A. worked 
with the 71st Associated Students 
(A.S.) senate on Feb. 3 to pass 
a resolution with former A.S. 
Senators Gurleen Pabla and Phillip 
Huynh to support UCSB students 
in Myanmar. The organization 
also collaborated with UCSB’s 
Southeast Asian Union and TASA 
to raise $1,234 for February’s 
Civil Disobedience Movement in 
Myanmar. 

B.U.R.S.A.’s activism expands 
beyond Myanmar, however, as the 
association is collaborating with 
more than 18 Asian student-led 
cultural organizations to create 
the UCSB Asian Coalition. The 
goal of the coalition is to educate 
and fundraise to support the Asian 
American community amidst 
an increase in Asian hate crimes 
due to misinformation and racist 
stereotypes from the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to Tu. 

Upcoming events for B.U.R.S.A. 
include a social on Nov. 3 at 7 
p.m. and a fundraiser with Panda 
Express at the University Center 
on Nov. 4 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

Htoo also wants to hold 
a B.U.R.S.A. movie night to 
showcase documentaries that talk 
about social issues in Burma. 

“[I want to showcase f ilms 
that are] educational but also 
entertaining for Burmese and 
non-Burmese people alike to 
watch, and also have fun and 
socialize with others at the same 
time,” Htoo said.

B.U.R.S.A. also co-founded and 
joined the West Coast Burmese 
coalition in May, where they 
connected with other Burmese 
student organizations at UC 
Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, 
California Polytechnic State 
University and University of 
Southern California through 
biweekly meetings to discuss 
future collaborative events.

“We meet every other week 
and just check in with each 
other because we are each small 
organizations,” Tu said. “We want 
to provide that support for one 
another and see how to improve 
on club meetings and how to 
work things out.” 

The coalition’s f irst 
collaborative event was titled, 
“Dialogue Across Differences: 
Ethnic Minority Representation 
in Myanmar,” where participants 
joined a webinar on May 20 to 
listen to four guest speakers — 
Naw K’Nyaw Pay from the Karen 
ethnic minority group, Jan Jan 
Maran from the Karenni ethnic 
minority group and Pyar Mo 
from the Karenni ethnic minority 
group. 

“Our hope with the event was 
to achieve a growing awareness 
of different minority communities 
and their unique experiences,” Tu 
said in a statement to the Nexus.

The speakers discussed the 
history — both past and ongoing — 
of their respective groups during 
the webinar. 

As for future plans, the coalition 
is organizing is an upcoming 
lobbying event in November 
to give potential participants 
the opportunity to pressure 
congressional representatives and 
lobby in regards to the Burma 
Unif ied Through Rigorous 
Military Action Act of 2021 —  a 
bill that requires the Department 
of State to report to Congress on 
the military coup in Myanmar. 

Students Express Concerns With Daily COVID-19 Self-Reporting Survey
Ellah Foster
Staff Writer

As a part of UC Santa Barbara’s 
return-to-campus COVID-19 
safety plan, all students and campus 
employees are required to pass the 
Daily COVID-19 Screening Survey 
before entering any campus facility. 
However, as fall quarter progresses, 
some students are identifying issues 
with the system, including the self-
reporting feature.

The daily survey asks about 
common sickness symptoms 
including having a sore throat, 
headache, body aches, runny nose 
and/or cough as well as exposure to 
COVID-19 through socializing or 
traveling. If an individual confirms 
any symptoms or exposure, they 
receive a purple badge and are 
unable to enter campus facilities 
until they are cleared with a green 
badge, which can be obtained with 
a negative COVID-19 test. A red 
badge indicates a positive COVID-
19 test and obligation to quarantine.

Fifth-year sociology major 
Ashley Forrest has been taking the 
tests every morning and said while 
she thought the system was a good 
idea at first, she changed her mind 
once it was implemented.

“I really don’t think that it offers 
any protection for students because 
it’s so easy for people to lie,” Forrest 
said. “No matter what, you’re going 
to have issues with self-reporting. 
There’s always going to be people 
who lie and say they’re fine so that 
they can attend class.”

Forrest also noted that none of 
her professors post their lectures 
online, so if she were to have a 
purple or red badge, she would 
miss content that can’t be made up.

“There’s always these backup or 
default safety net plans for just 
regularly missing a class, but there’s 
nothing specifically COVID related 
unless you actually catch it,” Forrest 
said.

While the Recreation Center and 
dining commons mandate badge 
checks, other buildings like the 
library only have reminders posted 
on their doors. Lecture and class 
badge checks aren’t required but 
instead recommended based on the 
professors’ and teaching assistants’ 

discretion.
History Professor John Lee 

oversees student badge checks 
before every one of his world 
history lectures, which has about 
500 enrolled students. 

“I started off on the first day 
having everyone show their badge 
as they came into class and that 
became a bit cumbersome because 
there was a traffic jam at the front,” 
Lee said. “So instead, they just show 
their badge to their TA when they 
arrive and then sit with them. That 
system has worked and people are 
totally dialed into it.”

Other professors, like economics 
professor Kelly Bedard, have opted 
for a less frequent, modified routine.

“Obviously, checking that 
people have passed their badge is 
a little challenging,” Bedard said. “I 
announced in the beginning that 
I would periodically ask people 
to show them. I usually send an 
email a few hours before and then I 
simply ask everybody to show their 
neighbors.”

While some professors perform 
their own badge checks, that is not 
the general consensus. A student 
who wishes to remain anonymous 
feels that the switch back to 
in-person instruction with little to 
no remote option has put them at 
an unnecessary risk for contracting 
COVID-19. 

“Every class I attend, there are 
a handful of students who look 
extremely ill,” the student said. 
“They’re coughing with runny 
noses, and it’s obvious that they 
lied on their daily screening or 
probably didn’t even take the time 
to fill it out. None of my lectures are 
requiring badges so sick students 
have no problem attending class.”

On-campus COVID-19 rates 
remain low, with a positivity rate of 
.22% and eight cases reported out 
of over 3,500 administered tests the 
week of Oct. 17. 

Forrest shared a similar sentiment 
as the anonymous student and 
said she has never had her badge 
checked at any campus facility. 

However, Student Health has not 
received any negative comments 
about the badge system, according 
to UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada.

“The students need to answer 
their badge questions honestly,” 
Estrada said in a statement to the 
Nexus. “If they are affected by 
the fires, for example, that is okay 
to state on the badge system. We 
have a mechanism in place to clear 
the badge for these non-COVID 
related symptoms.”

Although students can clear 
their purple badge for symptoms 
unrelated to COVID-19, some 
are still worried about professors’ 
attendance policies.

“[None of my] professors have 

ever said anything about if you 
have a purple badge,” Forrest said. 
“I’ve been lucky to have been 
healthy, but I’ve heard my peers 
say they were out sick and didn’t 
say anything about it because they 
know [their professors] aren’t going 
to do anything about it.”

While Estrada said that the 
badge screening has only had a 
total of five minutes of downtime 
since its launch, some students have 
also experienced technology issues 
with the badge system, including 
when the health portal and survey 

were temporarily inaccessible. 
“The five-minute period was 

scheduled for and occurred during 
low peak usage times early in the 
morning,” Estrada said. “If the 
system were to be down for an 
extended period of time, students 
would use the On-demand Nintex 
screening tool.”

However, one student, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
described to the Nexus how they 
were unable to receive dinner 
from the dining commons due to 
the Student Health portal being 

unavailable. After checking with 
others waiting in line, the student 
said they were sure that the website 
was inaccessible.

“They said they couldn’t let me 
in without a green badge, so I said, 
‘Can I just answer the questions for 
you?’” the student said. “They said 
no, and I couldn’t get the meal that 
I paid for. I understand the need for 
COVID protocols. I understand it’s 
a legal thing. But there needs to be 
alternatives for when technology 
fails us because that situation was a 
bit ridiculous.” 

B.U.R.S.A. started with fewer than 10 members over Zoom. Now, the organization has about 20 registered 
members with attendance growing every meeting.

Courtesy of B.U.R.S.A.
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When second-year UC Santa 
Barbara communication major Aja 
Blair first smelled the smoke from 
the Alisal fire, she thought someone 
was having a barbecue or a bonfire. 
Blair grew up in New Jersey, and 
having never experienced wildfires 
before, she was unaware of their 
effects.

A few days later, however, Blair’s 
asthma flared up due to the poor air 
quality and she was forced to stay 
home, despite in-person classes still 
being in session.

“I wasn’t able to go to my classes 
last week,” she said. “It was difficult 
for me even being outside for a 
couple of minutes. The smoke was 
so bad that I had to use my inhaler 
that I haven’t used in probably three 
plus years.”

The Alisal fire, a vegetation fire 
that started at Alisal Ranch and 
is currently 97% contained, began 
burning on Oct. 11 and remained 
20 miles away from UC Santa 
Barbara at its peak. 

The air quality index reached 160 
briefly and an air quality alert was 
issued for Santa Barbara County, 
according to a university statement 
to the campus community. However, 
despite concerns surrounding air 
quality, the university never made 
any decision to evacuate students 
or halt classes. 

The only communication from 
the university regarding the fires 
was three emails sent to the campus 
community, one on both Oct. 11 
and 12 informing individuals the 
fire is not a threat to campus and 
a third on Oct. 15 being a message 
from Chancellor Henry T. Yang, 
assuring students of the campus’s 
safety during the fires. 

“While we do not anticipate that 
our campus’s air quality will reach the 
sustained levels of particle pollution 
that would necessitate a mandatory 
curtailment of operations, we are 
closely monitoring the situation,” 

the email read.
For out-of-state students like Blair, 

California wildfires were considered 
an unfamiliar phenomenon. 
Second-year environmental science 
major Isabella Ramirez grew up 
in New York and said that the fire 
did raise mild health concerns, but 
she was not overly concerned for 
her safety due to the experiences 
and perspectives of her Californian 
classmates. 

“I was definitely more cautious, 
especially walking outside. I wore 
my mask when I was outside 
because I could literally feel the 
smoke,” she said. “But other than 
that, I wasn’t necessarily too 
worried because [people who lived 
in California] weren’t worried so I 
was like, ‘Okay, like, we’ll be fine,’ 
… we can see this smoke, but 
ultimately we weren’t in any actual 
danger.” 

Blair said that she wished 
the university had given more 
information so those unfamiliar 
with fires were more informed.

“Since I’m not used to 
experiencing wildfires, I didn’t 
really know if 20 miles was a lot or 
if the air quality when it’s at 115 is 
bad,” Blair said. “I wish UCSB gave 
us more information explaining 
what the air quality is and how to 
stay safe. You want your school to 
tell you exactly what is going on.”

Third-year art major Giselle 
Woods agreed that the university 
could have been more proactive in 
protecting students from potential 
health risks, even converting classes 
to a temporary online format. 

“A part of me does kind of wish or 
wonder why they wouldn’t cancel 
more classes or just evacuate more 
students when they saw that the air 
quality was so poor on campus,” 
Woods said. 

“Because even though the fire 
wasn’t too close to us, the fact that 
they saw that the air quality was 
that bad, I would think that you 
would want your students’ safety 
as your main priority, even if that 
means having classes online. I think 
they should have prepared for that 
a little better.” 

Woods, who grew up in 
Camarillo, California, witnessed the 
2017 Thomas Fire.

“We were affected by the fires 
in terms of the sky and smoke and 
ash, and we did have to miss school 
because of the air quality,” she said. 

Despite her past experiences with 
local fire and personal precautions, 
she said she still worried for her 
health due to sustained smoke 
exposure. 

“I was a little surprised that we 
were walking around, even with 
masks and all, the air was horrible 
quality. I did kind of worry about 
my lungs and I didn’t really want 
to be outside for too long,” she said. 

Second-year communication 
major Jameela Sanchez hailed 
from Madera, California, and 
after consistently hearing about 
wildfires, said it was difficult to 
take the fire seriously when it never 
directly affected her.

However, during the week of the 
Alisal fire, Sanchez said the air 
quality took a direct toll on her 
health.

“I actually got really sick from the 
smoke. I started feeling nauseous, I 
was actually in bed for a couple of 
days, I was taking cough drops and 
stuff and kind of nothing would 
help my throat,” she said.

Though health was a main 
concern for many students, the 
Alisal fire forced others to relive 
their previous experiences with 
wildfires. Second-year biology 
major Carissa Mindemann grew up 
in Santa Rosa, California and lost 
her home in the 2017 Tubbs fire. 

“Four years ago, the Tubbs fire 
hit my town. It was probably one 
of the worst fires because they 
were very unprepared and my 
house happened to burn down in 
that fire too. Since then, I’ve been 
evacuated three times now, and 
there’s constant red flag warnings 
almost every winter,” Mindemann 
said. “Initially, hearing about the 
fire [being] 20 miles from UCSB 
was very triggering. It was just a 
feeling of anxiety that was way too 
familiar.”

Mindemann said that she wished 
the university recognized how the 
smoke would impact each student 
and provided information about 
how to deal with the air quality.

“I think the school could have 
recognized that this does affect 

every student differently. The 
smoke is also something that I think 
the school could have handled a lot 
better because kids that are from 
out of state don’t know how to deal 
with it,” Mindemann said. “Even 
if it looks smokey, the way the air 
looks doesn’t always indicate how 
the air quality actually is. I think 

more information on what to do if 
you are a sensitive group could have 
definitely been beneficial.”

Following her experience with 
her home in Santa Rosa and the 
anxiety brought on by the Alisal 
fire, Mindemann said she leans on 
those close to her for support and 
advises others to do the same.

“My recommendation to anyone 
experiencing anxiety about fires 
is to lean on those that you know 
care about you. Call your loved 
ones because at the end of the day, 
that’s what matters most and that’s 
what I learned after losing so many 
material items.”
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UC Santa Barbara f ifth-year 
writing and literature major Via 
Bleidner published her debut 
novel on Aug. 10 and held her 
f irst in-person event with 
Chaucer’s Books at UC Santa 
Barbara’s Mosher Alumni House 
on Oct. 21 to celebrate her book’s 
publication.

“If You Lived Here You’d Be 
Famous by Now: True Stories 
from Calabasas” is an essay 
collection that tells a series 
of true stories from Bleidner’s 
hometown of Calabasas. From 
encounters with celebrities to the 
One Direction split, Bleidner’s 
book covers a variety of personal 
anecdotes and offers insight on 
subjects like the psychology 
behind the rich and famous and 
Generation Z’s relationship with 
the internet.

Bleidner wrote and published 
her novel while being a full-
time student at UCSB, noting 
that the process was challenging, 
especially in light of the COVID-
19 pandemic shifting her to 
remote working and learning.

 “The process was super difficult 
and really hard,” Bleidner said in 
an interview with the Nexus. “I 
think with the pandemic, it was 
kind of a double whammy as well 
because it was hard being online.” 

Despite the difficulty, Bleidner 
credited UCSB’s College of 
Creative Studies (CCS), where 
she obtained her degree, for 
having supportive students and 
professors and a more loosely 
structured class format.

“CCS is a little more freeform 
in the way that they run their 
classes, so I had a lot of space to 
fit writing a book into my life,” 
Bleidner said. “It was really nice 
to have a support system in CCS 
of other majors my age who I 
could bounce ideas off of.”

Bleidner’s book features different 
settings, from Hidden Hills to 
Calabasas to Isla Vista itself, and 
she noted the differences between 
the areas and their similarities. 

“I.V. definitely isn’t as polished 
as Hidden Hills. I think people 
are a lot more relaxed here, a 
lot more casual, which is good,” 
Bleidner said. “At the same time, 
there is a franticness to I.V., and 
I think that a lot of people are 
trying to f ind themselves and 
who they are. There is still a lot 
of social positioning that is a little 
bit high school. I’m not seeing 
as much of it now because I’m a 

super senior.”
The book event was held on 

Oct. 21 with Ellen O’Connell 
Whittet, a lecturer in the CCS 
writing program, and featured 
a book-selling as well as a Q&A 
session where Whittet interviewed 
Bleidner. When asked about the 
experience and Whittet’s support, 
Bleidner described it as a positive 
experience.

“We had Chaucer’s there selling 
books and it’s my favorite book 
store, and it was really fun,” 
Bleidner said. “It’s cool because 
I had a virtual book launch but I 
hadn’t done anything in person. I 
was really nervous, but professor 
Ellen Whittet was incredible. 
She said such kind things about 
my book and asked really smart 
questions. Even though I was 
nervous, I felt pretty at ease with 
her.” 

Bleidner first met Whittet when 
she took Whittet’s magazine 
writing course during her third 
year. 

“When she came into my class, 
I knew she was publishing a 
book already,” Whittet said in 
an interview with the Nexus. 
“I was really curious about her 
writing because it’s pretty rare 
for an undergraduate to be in that 
position.”

At the time, Whittet was also 
writing her own book, “What 
You Become in Flight,” which is 
a memoir of her life as a ballet 
dancer and moving on from ballet 
after sustaining an injury. As 
Whittet and Bleidner got to know 
each other, the two got together 
for coffee and shared updates on 
writing their respective books.

“It felt less like a teacher-and-
student meeting and more like 
two friends meeting,” Whittet 
said. “She’s just a really astute, 
brilliant writer.”

Whittet partially attributed 
Bleidner’s writing ability to her 
eagerness to read frequently as 
well as read a wide range of 
material. 

“You can’t produce what you 
don’t consume,” Whittet said. “I 
would say she consumes books 
constantly.”

Whittet said that if there was 
anything she contributed to 
in Bleidner’s book, it would be 
encouraging Bleidner to include 
more mentions of pop culture, 
which Whittet’s magazine writing 
course helped with. When it 
comes to the concept and content 
of the book, however, Whittet 
said that “it was all Via.”

“She’s a student of a career, of a 
lifetime,” Whittet said. 

Now, two months after 

publishing her book, Bleidner is 
working toward her next project. 

“I’ve started writing again, so 
I’m hoping that maybe it’ll become 
something bigger because I just 
want to keep writing,” she said.

Bleidner’s debut novel still has 

a prominent place in her life, and 
she has had people reach out 
about her work, including some 
interested in a potential TV deal. 

“I’ve heard from some people 
who are interested in adapting my 
book for TV, which is super cool,” 

she said.
Bleidner hopes her readers will 

be able to purely enjoy her work 
and the experience of reading her 
novel. 

“I just hope that people have 
fun,” Bleidner said. “I just want 

people to read my book and have 
fun.”

“If You Lived Here You’d Be 
Famous by Now: True Stories 
from Calabasas” can be found at 
Barnes and Noble, Powell’s and 
Santa Barbara’s Chaucer’s Books.
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UCSB Library Holds Discussion on Filipino Americans 
With “Postcards from Salinas”

Daelyn Einhorn
Reporter

The UC Santa Barbara Library 
held a virtual conversation about 
the history and contributions of 
Filipina/o Americans on the Central 
Coast on Oct. 20. This webinar was 

in conjunction with the exhibition 
“Postcards from Salinas,” which 
has been on display in the library’s 
Ocean Gallery since Oct. 1.

“Postcards from Salinas” is a 
collection of restored photographs 
of Filipinx Americans in the Salinas 
Valley from 1920 to 1940, all taken 

by Filipino photographer Narciso 
Bulosan Caliva. Each photographic 
panel provides a story of pre-1941 
Filipinos transitioning into Filipinx 
Americans. 

The panelists included Benjamin 
Zuleta, a professor in UCSB’s 
Department of Asian American 

Studies; Grace Yeh, a professor in 
the Ethnic Studies Department 
at California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo; and 
Alex Fabros, the curator of the 
exhibition “Postcards from Salinas” 
and former professor of Asian 
American studies at San Francisco 
State University. The conversation 
was moderated by UCSB historian 
Paul Spickard.

Zuleta began the discussion by 
providing background information 
about the Philippines and the history 
of the migration of Filipinx people.

“My job today is to provide some 
historical context for understanding 
those experiences and for thinking 
about the important question of 
why their experiences need to be 
recovered in the first place,” Zuleta 
said.

Zuleta said that about 150,000 
people came to the United States 
from the Philippines during the first 
half of the 20th century, but they 
were not the first people to come 
to America from the Philippines or 
even establish communities there. 

“As scholar Yen Le Espiritu 
observed in her book ‘Home Bound,’ 
‘Filipinos went to the United States 
because Americans went first to the 
Philippines,’” Zuleta said.  

Next, Yeh recollected her 
experience as a new faculty member 

at California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo trying 
to figure out how to teach Asian 
American studies.

“It was clear by the [predominately 
white] demographics of the region, 
and by the lack of any Philippine 
presence in the local, institutional 
or public archives that Filipinos, 
Filipinas and their histories have 
been submerged, or disappeared,” 
Yeh said. “Or so I thought. Once I 
met the stewards of these memories, 
the families and communities that 
are still here, there was this incredible 
archive that did exist, but it was in 
personal photo albums, tucked in 
boxes, in attics, garages and shared 
through memories and stories.”

Yeh said she worked with 
individual students, the Filipino 
American National Historical 
Society and other groups of people 
on a project to digitize family photo 
albums, letters and other artifacts.

Fabros took on a similar project 
in 2012, when he created a 
photographic exhibit called “Filipino 
Voices: Past and Present” for the 
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas.

“I was asked to create [the exhibit] 
and to work with the Filipino 
community there to ensure that they 
had a good exhibit,” Fabros said. “In 
addition to these exhibition panels 
that told the story of Filipinos in 

America, we needed images of those 
immigrants, and it was very difficult 
to find these images.”

Fabros presented PowerPoint slides 
with photographs from “Postcards 
from Salinas” taken by Caliva, who 
was born in the Philippines in 1902 
and later moved to the Salinas Valley 
where he opened a photography 
studio. 

The first photos Fabros showed 
depicted groups of men — usually in 
five — dressed in suits, since that was 
the number of people who would 
ride in one car during the time that 
Caliva traveled with his labor crews 
as a labor contractor.

“When you look at these men, you 
have to remember that these were 
men who were not wanted here in 
America,” Fabros said. “And yet, this 
is their way of communicating with 
their families back in the Philippines 
that all was well.”  

Fabros continued to present 
multiple photos of men, women and 
children while sharing some of the 
photographed people’s identities and 
stories. He also described historical 
events and other occurrences during 
the timeframe when some of the 
photographs were taken.

The exhibit “Postcards from 
Salinas” is on display in the UCSB 
Library’s Ocean Gallery and is 
available for students to browse.

UCSB Student Via Bleidner Hosts On-Campus Event for Debut Novel

Fabros took on a similar project in 2012, when he created a photographic exhibit called “Filipino Voices: 
Past and Present” for the National Steinbeck Centre in Salinas.
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SPORTSThe landscape in the AFC 
changed drastically this 

weekend. Almost halfway 
through the season, the 

Cincinnati Bengals have the best 
record in the conference at 4-2.

Armchair QB
With victories against the Cal State 

Northridge Matadors and the Hawai’i 
Rainbow Wahines, the UC Santa Barbara 

women’s volleyball team moved into a tie for 
first place in the Big West. 

UCSB Athletics

Women’s Volleyball Reclaims Tie for First Place in Big West
Preston Espar
Sports Editor

With victories against the Cal 
State Northridge Matadors and 
the Hawai’i Rainbow Wahines, 
the UC Santa Barbara women’s 
volleyball team moved into a tie 
for f irst place in the Big West. 
Now on a 2-game winning 
streak after a loss to UC Davis, 
the Gauchos are 13-9 with a 
9-1 record against Big West 
opponents.

UCSB began their winning 
streak with a 3-0 sweep against 
CSUN. The first set of the match 
was evenly contested in the 
beginning until a 12-4 run by 
the Gauchos put the set away 
with a score of 25-19. Although 
the Gauchos only had a .241 
hitting percentage, the Matadors 
performed even worse with 
a hitting percentage of .030. 
Michelle Ohwobete led UCSB 
with 4 kills in the set. 

Up 1-0 in the match, the 
Gauchos refused to let up. 
They continued their pace with 
a hitting percentage of .486, 
while freshman Abrielle Bross 
and sophomore Deni Wilson 

contributed to the UCSB attack 
with 5 kills each. Just as in the 
f irst set, CSUN kept it close. 
However, UCSB was able to 
go on another late run, getting 
ahead for good and taking the 
set 25-21. The set ended on a 9-5 
run where the Gauchos won 3 
straight to get the set point. 

In the f inal set of the night, 
the Gauchos were at their best. 
UCSB hit a game-high .515 
hitting percentage while holding 
CSUN to one of just .222. In the 
set, the Gauchos had 20 kills to 
the Matador’s 9. UCSB was able 
to win the set 25-15 and take the 
game 3-0. The Gauchos stayed 
in Santa Barbara to play Hawai’i 
three days later.

UCSB dominated and took 
advantage of mistakes in the 
f irst set to take an early 1-0 lead 
in the match. Hawai’i came out 
sloppy to begin the match with 
multiple attacking errors that 
handed the Gauchos a 7-point 
lead. The Rainbow Wahines 
were able to cut the lead down 
to 16-11; however, the Gauchos 
bounced back and extended 
their advantage to 8. Hawai’i 
was never able to recover and 

the Gauchos held on for a 25-16 
victory. 

In the second set, Hawai’i 
could not f ix their mistakes. Five 
attacking errors allowed for the 
Gauchos to jump out to a 7-2 
lead. With the Gauchos up by 8, 
Hawai’i was able to storm back 
and cut the lead in half. After 
this, UCSB went on a lengthy run 
of their own to put the second 
set away at the same score as the 
f irst. 

The third set was by far the 
most competitive one of the 
night, as Hawai’i was desperate 
to hold onto their best record 
in the conference. The set went 
back and forth before a 3-0 
run put Hawai’i up 10-7. The 
Gauchos extinguished any hope 
for a comeback, as a 5-1 run put 
UCSB up for good. The Gauchos 
took the set 25-23 and moved 
into a tie with Hawai’i for f irst 
place in the Big West. As things 
stand, Hawai’i has the tiebreaker 
over UCSB due to a superior 
winning percentage.

UCSB will look to take sole 
possession of f irst place this week 
as they go on the road to take on 
UC Irvine and UC San Diego. 

 

EMMETT RUHLAND / DAILY NEXUS

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

As the Women’s National 
Basketball Association came to 
a close this season, there was 
a new winner holding up the 
trophy in the f inals. 

In the regular season, the 
Connecticut Sun f inished with 
the top record, led by the 
league’s most valuable player, 
forward Jonquel Jones, who 
averaged 19.4 points and 11.2 
rebounds. 

 The Women’s National 
Ba ske tba l l  A s soc ia t ion 
(WNBA) Defensive Player 
of the Year Award went to 
center Sylvia Fowles, who 
made history by becoming the 
second player ever to win the 
award at least four times. 

 The rookie of the year was 
New York Liberty forward 
Michaela Onyenwere, who 
earned the title in impressive 
fashion, gaining 47 of the 49 
total votes. 

 Center Brionna Jones of the 
Connecticut Sun earned the 
most improved player, after 
earning a starting spot due to 
a teammate’s injury. 

 The sixth player of the year 
award went to guard Kelsey 
Plum of the Las Vegas Aces, 

who bounced back from a torn 
Achilles tendon in the prior 
season. 

 Moving into the playoffs, 
there were many upsets leading 
into the WNBA Finals. In the 
semi-f inals, the Chicago Sky 
was the No. 6 seed but managed 
to knock out the top seed, the 
Connecticut Sun. 

The upsets continued on the 
other side of the bracket where 
the Phoenix Mercury, who 
were the No. 5 seed, knocked 
out the No. 2 seed, the Las 
Vegas Aces. 

The Chicago Sky ended up 
winning the WNBA Finals in a 
convincing manner. They won 
the series 3-1 with their only 
loss coming in Game 2 of an 
overtime thriller. 

 In Game 1, the Sky won 
by 14 points; in Game 3, they 
won by 36 points; and in Game 
4, they won by 6 points in a 
comeback victory.

 The big three tandem of 
center Brittney Griner, guard 
Diana Taurasi and guard Skylar 
Diggins-Smith of the Phoenix 
Mercury was not enough to 
outlast the team performance 
of the Chicago Sky. 

 Griner, Taurasi and Diggins-
Smith had a combined average 
of 50 points per game in the 

series, but the Chicago Sky 
had a collective effort with 
six players scoring more than 
7 points per game and four 
players scoring in the double 
f igures. 

The Finals MVP went to 
guard Kahleah Copper of the 
Chicago Sky, who put up an 
impressive stat line of 17 points 
per game and 5.5 rebounds 
per game while shooting an 
average 52% from the f ield. 

This marked a historic 
season for the Chicago Sky, 
marking their f irst WNBA 
Finals win in their second 
appearance as a franchise. 

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
soccer team kept their unbeaten 
run in league play, taking both 
games from Sacramento State 
and UC Riverside.

The f irst game of the week 
was against a struggling 
Sacramento State team, who 
the Gauchos managed to 
handily beat 3-0. 

The f irst goal of the game 
came in the 32nd minute when 
freshman defender Caden Vom 
Steeg whipped in a corner kick, 
which was headed in by senior 
forward Ameyawu Muntari. 

The second goal came with 
a nice link-up between junior 
forward Thaabit Baartman 
and sophomore midf ielder 
Nemo Philipp. Shortly before 
halftime, Baartman was able 
to pass to Philipp right outside 
the box, with Philipp placing 
the shot in the top left corner 
of the goal. 

The f inal goal of the game 
came in the 79th minute of 
the game, scored by freshman 
forward Salvador Aguilar. The 
shot was a tap-in, as the goalie 
was forced into action when 
senior forward Rigoberto 

Barragan had a shot from 
outside of the box. 

Sophomore goalie Leroy 
Zeller had a huge game for the 
Gauchos, racking up 9 saves 
in the match while keeping a 
clean sheet for UCSB. 

As for Sacramento State, 
a standout performer was 
sophomore forward Titus 
Washington, who had 6 shots 
and 3 shots on goal. 

The following game was a 
back-and-forth affair between 
UCSB and UC Riverside, with 
the Gauchos coming out on 
top 3-2 after 3 lead changes.  

In the 32nd minute of the 
match, Barragan crossed in a 
ball from the right side of the 
pitch into the box. Freshman 
forward Rene Pacheco headed 
the perfect shot past the 
goalkeeper into the left corner 
of the goal.  

The next goal was scored 
after halftime by UCR junior 
defender Freymar Omarsson, 
who scored a follow-up shot 
by senior forward Roberto 
Garcia-Vargas. 

 In short succession, the 
Highlanders’ junior forward 
Herminio Padilla scored a 
screamer past Zeller. 

 In the 64th minute, the 

Gauchos were able to equalize 
the score when a powerful 
shot from Baartman was 
mishandled by the goalie. The 
ball then fell into the path 
of sophomore forward Finn 
Ballard McBride, who chested 
the ball on goal; after a bit of 
confusion, it was ruled a goal 
by the side referee.

 Then, in the 75th minute 
of the game, Baartman linked 
up with McBride, leading 
a through ball into the box 
where Baartman smashed 
home a goal. That was the 
decisive goal in the match, 
as it propelled the Gauchos 
to the 3-2 victory over the 
Highlanders. 

 This was an important win 
for the Gauchos because it 
kept them in f irst place in 
the conference, with UC Irvine 
being 3 points behind with 17 
points.

 The Gauchos’ f inal game of 
conference play will be against 
Cal State Northridge. This 
game holds signif icance due to 
the slim lead the Gauchos have 
in the conference. With a win 
or draw, the Gauchos would 
have the top seed in the Big 
West Tournament, which starts 
in the beginning of November. 

The Sky Was the Limit for 
Chicago

UCSB Men’s Soccer Stays Atop 
the Conference

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
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Horse Girl Actually Excited To See 
Horsey Cops This Halloweekend

H.L. Adams
Equestrian Correspondent

ISLA VISTA, CALIF. — As our sleepy, little 
college town prepares for a fun-filled Halloween 
weekend, we eagerly count off the days until we 
can see our favorite hallmarks of this spooky 
season. Sexy cop cosplayers and their not-so-
sexy counterparts, blacked-out Jason sleeping 
on the hood of a car, trembling balconies on 
their last legs — notwithstanding the reputable 
exuberance that Halloweekend offers, one Isla 
Vista resident admits that she has something 
else entirely on her mind: horses. 

Perhaps the only fan of Isla Vista’s horse-
mounted officers, UCSB’s own horse girl, Filly 
Gelding, revels in anticipation to hear the clip-
clop of hooves against the pavement each year, 
a subdued Halloween alternative that rivals the 
energy (or lack thereof ) of Residential Housing 
Association’s “After Dark” social programming 
events. 

“It’s mine own favoriteth part of the year!” 
Gelding exclaimed. “I loveth the knights of Isla 
Vista — the horses, I mean. I fain feedeth the 

horses carrots and to hear their littleth neighs 
and nickers.”

When asked about the more conventional 
UCSB Halloween festivities, Gelding confessed 
that she absolutely despises them. 

“I doth naught approveth nor partaketh in 
the donning of the provocativeth garb yond 
theseth peasants bear; ‘tis a mockery of our 
holy father, if I dare say so myself! I doth naught 
wend to the parties either; thoseth art far too 
fervent for a feeble-bodied girl such as myself. 
I recall backeth in mine own younger days as 
a freshman long ago, in which I attended such 
a blasphemous gathering by misfortune, and 
I was offered spirits as an imp! Outrageous! I 
knew then yond Godes presenceth is naught 
welcom’d by such deplorableth beings.” 

While Gelding may not be the life of the party 
(or any social gathering, for that matter), this 
Nexustentialism reporter is slightly reassured to 
find a kindred recluse at the Harvard of party 
schools.

H.L. Adams hungrily awaits the post-Halloween 
candy sales.

Sierra Vakili
Senior Spooky Correspondent

ISLA VISTA, CALIF. — You heard it here first, 
Gauchos. We here at Nexustentialism — as the 
highest authority on all things goop, grime, slime 
and spook — have decided to get a little festive. 
Do a little inf luencing. That’s why this year, to 
try (and probably fail) at making midterm season 
a little less soul-suffocating, we’re getting into the 
holiday spirit and deeming the “Sunday Scaries” 
officially out. The “Sunday Spookies” are in.

What a treat! Now, as you attempt to cope with 
the unbearable weight of the 17 assignments you 
procrastinated atop your shoulders on a daunting 
Monday eve, you can think about two ghosts 
holding hands! Neat, right? That midterm won’t 
study for itself, but how cute is that little evite 
with a pumpkin on it? 

Time to get spooky! Try getting into the 
Halloween mood by updating your planner. The 

crushing pressure of all your little tasks laid out 
in front of you is sure to help you picture the 
walls starting to close in on you, almost like a 
fun,ww little haunted house! For an added spook 
factor, don’t reference your planner at all for the 
rest of the week as you try to recall all of your 
responsibilities from memory! ‘Tis a fright not 
even the spookiest gremlins, goblins and ghosts 
could face!

Still looking for a fright but on top of your 
shit? First of all, we hate you. Second, here is our 
recommendation: Hold a seance for ghosts of 
midterms’ past, or just think about every mistake 
you’ve ever made! Every person you’ve ever hurt. 
Every loved one you’ve lost. The fact that one 
day you will be nothing more than bones in the 
ground, and there is not a single thing you can 
do about it.

BOO! Did I scare ya? 

Sierra Vakili wants to kiss a ghost.

J. MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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Festive! “Sunday Scaries” 
Temporarily Rebranded to 

“Sunday Spookies”
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ARTSWEEK
Santa Barbara’s Hidden Gem: The “Pianos on State” Initiative 

Lola Watts
Staff Writer

Pianos on State, a local 
favorite which features bright 
and colorfully painted pianos 
throughout downtown Santa 
Barbara’s State Street, is an 
annual event that can most 
simply be described with a 
verse from Kanye West’s track 
“Diamonds from Sierra Leone,” 
in which he declares, “Close 
your eyes and imagine, feel the 
magic.” 

Strolling down State Street 
with your eyes shut would  
certainly induce some sort of 
euphoric — even magical — 
feeling, as the Santa Barbara 
County Off ice of Arts and 
Culture lined every corner of 
the road’s 10 blocks with pianos 
for the exhibit, which opened 
Oct. 5-22. The interactive 
display, which has occurred 
annually since its inception 
in 2009, aims to invite people 
from all backgrounds to engage 
in local arts and culture in 
the form of hand-painted 
pianos interwoven between 
the restaurants and boutiques 
along State Street.

As visitors wandered along 
the blocks, the reverberant and 
melodic sounds of the dif ferent 
pianos could be heard, with 
each block housing its own 
unique musician and piano 
combination. 

The f irst block on State 
Street was f illed with the gentle 
opening lines of Beethoven’s 
“Für Elise,” and the musician 
played each chord with an 
eloquent grace that can only 
be attributed to years of past 
piano experience. On the next 
block, a woman being slowly 
circled by a partner with a video 
camera softly sang along to the 
ascending piano theme that she 
pressed into the keys. The third 
block featured another talented 
female musician exuberantly 

playing as a crowd of people 
gathered around her, forming 
an impromptu audience in awe 
of a hidden talent on the streets. 
Finally, the crowd listened as 
a group of young adults played 
a messy rendition of Suf jan 
Stevens’ “Mystery of Love” after 
stepping out of a neighboring 
vintage shop. 

Throughout each of the 
blocks, different melodies could 
be heard as they crashed against 
and complemented each other — 
the music rising and falling away 
like invisible crescendos — as 
pedestrians continued to make 
their way down the streets.

Like the distinctive musicians 
who sit upon the piano benches, 
each instrument features a unique 
customization. The Pianos on 

State event noted that this year’s 
artists — 17 collective individuals 
and groups — all contributed to 
the originality of each hand-
painted keyboard. One piano 
that caught everyone’s attention 
in particular was the amber-
colored vessel with intricately 
painted bees and honeycombs 
along its bases. Other pianos 
housed the handprints of the 
artists themselves as a reminder 
that this event has been 
coordinated with care. The 
uniqueness of each piano also 
complemented the uniqueness of 
the various passersby who took 
some time out of their hectic 
commutes to momentarily 
pause and play a song in the 
streets.

There definitely was a certain 

shock value that came with 
witnessing a seemingly ordinary 
person whip out a near-perfect 
piano solo. It was even more 
shocking to see a quiet individual 
sit on a piano bench and, without 
any warning, sing with perfect 
pitch while effortlessly playing 
an accompanying instrument.

However, skill level truly 
did not play a role in who 
was allowed to perform, as 
there were individuals from all 
walks of life participating in 
the impromptu mini recitals. 
Performances could be found 
within a person taking a stroll 
and hankering for a solo, as well 
as within the couple watching 
each other in awe as the other 
plays from the distant memory 
of a once-mastered song. 
Regardless of the musician, the 
hidden talents of the streets 
of downtown Santa Barbara 
became more than apparent 
through the Pianos on State 
event.

After a while, however, the 
faces of the strangers and the 
notes all blend together and 
end up turning into something 
quite simple yet magical: music. 
Together, the performers all 
create the enchanting sounds 
of melody that resonate 
with all of us. Witnessing 
these hidden ta lents, even 
in the quick moment that a 
pedestr ian strol ls past a 
musician, certainly produces 
the prospect of hope in seeing 
the beauty that a passerby can 
create by simply sitting down 
on a piano in public. 

The catchphrase of the event 
very concisely embodies the 
spir it of the exhibit: “Play, 
Listen, Enjoy.” Really, that is 
all that music asks for. Even 
in attempts to play a piece 
r iddled with wrong notes , 
there was a distinct beauty 
in hearing music f i l l up the 
streets.

The Pianos on State event 
proves that music itself is a 

unifying agent and that strangers 
walking along the street might 
just be a hidden virtuoso, their 
talent only revealing itself once 
they sit down at an instrument 

and play. When they do, 
though, there is a feeling of 
hope that emanates through 
the air — that might just be the 
most wonderful part of all. 

LOLA WATTS / DAILY NEXUS

In Review: Want Self Esteem? Listen to Her New Album, “Prioritise Pleasure”
Sam Franzini
Staff Writer

Rebecca Taylor, the woman 
behind Self Esteem, is clearly 
an outspoken human, which is 
a weird thing to say. But her 
lyrics paint a vivid picture of 
life just as it is: no wild parties, 
no extremely low moments. 
Just the raw middle, which is 
left mostly untouched in music 
today. “All my upcoming work 
is exploring how complicated 
it is to just be a human. I’m 
wonderful and I’m terrible,” she 
said to NME. This is evidenced 
in her complex writing — on 
“I Do This All The Time,” she 
sings, “You’re beautiful and I 
want the best for you / But 
I also hope you fail without 
me.” Taylor’s taken on the task 
of combining bold, brash pop 
music with piercing and honest 
lyrics, and on her second album, 
“Prioritise Pleasure,” released on 
Oct. 22, it all comes together.

“Hobbies 2” is chock-full of so 
many one-liners it is hard to just 
pick the best ones. Essentially, 
Taylor says, “I’ve got time 
to have this fuck buddy, but 
only if I’m not busy.” The song 
encapsulates the awkwardness 
of dating today: “Let me fuck 
up your sheets and then leave 
with no kiss / And admit that 
we both can’t do deeper than 
this,” she says in the third verse. 
The chorus is fun and explosive, 
featuring the cutting lines, “If 
you’re looking for a hobby / 
Baby, we can have some fun / 
Anything to prove I’m living / 

Anything to prove we’re free.” 
The lyrics diving into hookups 
and more-than-friends, less-
than-dating culture are honest 
but witty at the same time. “I 
think that’s a very modern thing 
to have committed to a song,” 
she told Apple Music. 

The title track is a brash, 
jarring banger about putting 
yourself f irst. It starts off small, 
with Taylor saying, “Listen to 
my body / We haven’t been in 
touch much lately.” But as soon 
as the chorus plays, you’re hit 
with a wall of electric sound 
so harsh you might check if 
your headphones are broken. It 
is joined by a choir, singing the 
theme that repeats in the album, 
“So I’m breathing in / One, two, 
three / Prioritise pleasuring me.” 
It’s abrasive, at f irst, but you’ll be 
shouting along, “That’s just for 
me!” after Taylor describes self-
care practices like unfollowing 
people and sleeping in. But 
against the overwhelming sound, 
delicate lyrics poke out, like at 
the end when she repeats, “I 
thought that you’d be kind to 
me.” It looks like she had to take 
matters into her own hands.

“Moody” opens with one of 
the greatest lines in the history 
of music: “Sexting you at 
the mental health talk seems 
counterproductive.” It is met 
with a harsh sound reminiscent 
of the title track but quickly 
transitions into a funky, upbeat 
tune during the chorus, when 
she repeats, “Oh, M-O-O-D-Y 
/ You know I-I-I’ll be moody 
for life,” that is impossible not 
to hum along to. “[It’s]  about 

reclaiming being a moody cow…” 
she told Apple Music. “Lately 
I’ve been realizing as a woman 
in this world, especially as a 
woman in the music industry, of 
fucking course I’m moody!” She 
hints at her nature in the song, 
saying, “This has got nothing 
to do with you / It’s always 
been my problem, my problem.” 
It’s a reaff irming song for days 
when you’re in a rut, but the 
energetic tone of the song can 
celebrate how moodiness is to 
be expected. 

Though the album is usually 
loud and harsh, moments like “I 
Do This All the Time” are softer, 
serving as ref lections of herself 

and her identity. The song is 
written to a younger version 
of herself, but the lessons she 
sings can be applied to anyone. 
It starts with and features a 
diff icult line: “Look up, lean 
back, be strong / You didn’t 
think you’d live this long.” It’s 
not all depressing, though; the 
lines interspersed in the song are 
hopeful and empowering: “Stop 
trying to have so many friends 
/ Don’t be intimidated by all 
the babies they have / Don’t be 
embarrassed that all you’ve had 
is fun / Prioritise pleasure.” The 
chorus, like on the title track, 
has a choir repeating Taylor’s 
words, but it is stripped-back, 

leaving all of the emotion there. 
The music video for the song 
features Taylor literally hugging 
her younger self, as if the song 
alone wasn’t powerful enough.

The brutal, angry opposite to 
“I Do This All the Time,” “How 
Can I Help You” pivots and 
faces outward to critics. “Being 
told that I am underrated or 
intimidating, I just felt very fed 
up,” Taylor told NME. “I guess 
I’ll be eternally angry for the 
way, as a woman, unless you’re 
sweet, nice, settled, and quiet, 
you’re considered ‘different’ and 
‘diff icult.’” The song is propulsive 
and moving, f irmly in control but 
also bewildered: She shouts that 

she has no clue what’s going on 
throughout the song. Socrates 
had said, “I know that I know 
nothing,” and we have Taylor 
saying, “I don’t know shit.” 

One f law in the album is 
that sometimes, with the 
instrumentals so intensely 
bonkers, they disguise the lyrics. 
On the title track, she says, “As 
I willed a sunset to go quickly 
/ Always thinking what next 
/ Never have I just enjoyed 
the moment happening right 
now,” and on “Hobbies 2,” she 
laments, “But logic prevails, I 
don’t hope anymore.” But with 
the background so new and 
distracting, it’s hard to make 
them out, similarly to MARINA 
on her debut album “The Family 
Jewels.” Thankfully, the last third 
of the album, especially “John 
Elton,” is mostly subtle and raw.

Listening to “Prioritise 
Pleasure” invokes a range of 
feelings and emotions. There’s 
something about Taylor’s distinct 
sound and evocative lyrics that 
are so distinctly human that it 
forms a sense of familiarity — as 
if you went to high school with 
her and are now witnessing her 
stardom. She’s the friend who 
calls you immediately after a 
bad date or night out, laughing 
as she describes what happened. 
She’s the author of the self-
deprecating tweet that you 
shared with your friends. She’s 
a future pop star who’s funny, 
bold and brash and who has 
created music like no other on 
this album.

Rating: 8/10

Courtesy of Metacritic

LOLA WATTS / DAILY NEXUS

Throughout each of the blocks, different 

melodies could be heard as they crashed 

against and complemented each other — the 

music rising and falling away like invisible 

crescendos — as pedestrians continued to 

make their way down the streets.” 

“



ON THE MENU
Katherine McCabe
Reporter

Halloween is often celebrated for its inextricable 
connection with sweets — from the candies we 
collected as children to the pumpkin-f lavored 
baked goods that f ill the grocery store aisles, 
Halloween-themed foods and sugar are never far 
apart. If you want something savory but still want 
to partake in the festive food season, this spooky 
vegan curry is for you!

Ingredients:
•	 1 cup black wild rice
•	 3 tablespoons coconut oil
•	 5 cloves garlic, minced
•	 2 tablespoons fresh ginger or galangal, 

minced 
•	 1 shallot, minced
•	 1 red bell pepper, minced
•	 1 teaspoon chili powder
•	 1 teaspoon onion powder
•	 2 teaspoons red pepper f lakes
•	 3 tablespoons rice vinegar
•	 3 tablespoons tomato paste
•	 1 can full-fat coconut milk
•	 1 teaspoon garam masala
•	 2 teaspoons turmeric
•	 ¾ teaspoon ground cumin
•	 ½ teaspoon cinnamon 
•	 1 bay leaf 
•	 1 block tofu 
•	 Veggies of choice
•	 Salt, to taste

Directions:
1. Cook the rice per package instructions.
2. In a large pan, heat up the coconut oil and 

add garlic, ginger or galangal, shallots and 
red bell pepper. Cook until browned and 
then add chili powder, onion powder and 
red pepper f lakes. 

3. Deglaze the pan with rice vinegar.
4. Once the rice vinegar has cooked off, add 

the tomato paste. You might need to add a 
little bit of water so that the tomato paste 
dissolves and isn’t clumpy. 

5. Add coconut milk, garam masala, turmeric, 
cumin, cinnamon, the bay leaf and salt to 
taste. 

6. Simmer and add your veggies of choice. 
The vegetables should be either precooked 
or cut thinly and evenly enough so that 
they will all cook at the same time. 

7. Cut the block of tofu into ¼-inch-thick 
wedges. Using a small knife or a cookie 
cutter, cut the tofu into festive Halloween 
shapes — I made bats, pumpkins and ghosts!

8. Add the tofu to the sauce and simmer until 
it has soaked up some of the f lavor, 5 to 10 
minutes. If the sauce is starting to become 
too thick, you can add water or extra 
coconut milk.

9. Make a bed of black rice and top with 
veggies and curry sauce. Add the tofu last 
so that it can be artfully arranged and the 
spooky shapes are visible! 

In addition to having such fun-shaped protein, 
this dish abides by the Halloween theme with 
its purple, black and orange color scheme. It is 
a great way to get an on-theme, healthy meal in 
this spooky season without resorting to pumpkin 
or sweets. It also allows for ample creativity with 
the tofu cutlet shapes and versatile vegetable 
inclusion. 

Spooky Vegan Curry

Easy Pumpkin Pasta
KATHERINE MCCABE / DAILY NEXUS

Dominique D’Lima
Reporter

To me, the beginning of fall signif ies the time 
to indulge in all things pumpkin and carbs, thus 
inspiring this pasta dish with a creamy pumpkin 
sauce. This cozy meal combines the savoriness of 
cumin and garlic with the warmth of cinnamon 
and a little sweetness from brown sugar. This dish 
makes about four servings, so it’s perfect for a big, 
family-style dinner if you want to impress your 
roommates. It’s also a great dish for meal prepping 
and easy to pop in the microwave between classes 
and enjoy in the subsequent days. 

Ingredients: 
•	 ½ cup yellow onion, diced
•	 5 cloves garlic, minced
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil
•	 1 15 ounce can pumpkin puree
•	 1 cup coconut milk
•	 2 tablespoons brown sugar
•	 1 tablespoon salt
•	 1 tablespoon cumin

•	 1 tablespoon cinnamon
•	 ¼ cup nutritional yeast
•	 16 ounce dry pasta (I used rigatoni) 
•	 ½ cup pasta water

Directions:
1. Cook the pasta according to the directions 

on the box. Make sure to save ½ cup pasta 
water. 

2. Heat up the olive oil in a pot over medium 
heat and add your onions and garlic. Stir fry 
for a few minutes or until fragrant. 

3. Stir in the pumpkin puree, coconut milk, 
pasta water, brown sugar, salt, cumin, 
cinnamon and nutritional yeast.

4. Allow the sauce to simmer for a few minutes 
and then taste and adjust.

5. Remove from heat, mix in the pasta and 
enjoy!

 I topped mine with black pepper and red pepper 
f lakes and served it with air-fried broccoli and tofu! 
Roasted carrots, brussel sprouts or caulif lower 
would also compliment this dish nicely. 

Allergen-Friendly Candy
Stephanie Gerson
Staff Writer

Every Halloween, I have to make the decision 
between taking Lactaid pills before consuming 
Halloween candy or splurging on a personal 
stash of vegan candy. Many other people with 
dietary restrictions or allergies f ind Halloween 
challenging since most candy is individually 
wrapped, making it dif f icult to actually 
understand what ingredients are in the candy 
you’re about to eat. These three homemade 
candy recipes will make Halloween for those 
with allergies so much easier. 

Homemade Almond Joy Cups

This freezer-friendly version of the beloved 
Almond Joy requires only f ive ingredients but 
still tastes like the real thing!

Ingredients (makes 6 bars):

Base:
•	 1 ½ cups unsweetened coconut f lakes
•	 1 tablespoon coconut oil
•	 3 tablespoons maple syrup
•	 12 almonds

Chocolate Dip Layer:
•	 3 tablespoons dairy-free chocolate chips (I 

used the brand Enjoy Life Foods)
•	 1 teaspoon coconut oil

Directions:
1. Mix the coconut f lakes, coconut oil and 

maple syrup together in a bowl until 
combined.

2. Pour the coconut mixture into a blender and 
pulse for a few seconds until the mixture 
reaches a paste-like consistency. This step 
is optional but highly recommended!

3. Line a loaf pan with parchment paper or 
tin foil and press the coconut mixture into 
the pan. Freeze for 15 minutes.

4. In a small bowl, combine the chocolate chips 
and coconut oil. Heat in the microwave for 
30 seconds at a time, stirring after each 
increment until the mixture is smooth.

5. Remove the coconut base from the freezer 
and slice into bars. 

6. Dip the bottom of each bar in the melted 

chocolate. 
7. Dip the bottom side of each almond in 

chocolate and press it on top of each bar.
8. Finish the bars off with a chocolate drizzle, 

place in the freezer for 10 minutes and 
enjoy!

Chocolate Peanut Butter Cups

Who doesn’t love Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups? 
They’re actually easier to make than you’d think!

Ingredients (makes 6 peanut butter cups):
•	 ¼ cup smooth peanut butter (substitute 

with sunf lower seed butter if you have a 
nut allergy)

•	 ½ cup dairy-free chocolate chips
•	 2 tablespoons coconut oil

Directions:
1. Create the chocolate layer by melting 

chocolate and coconut oil together in the 
microwave in 30-second intervals until 
smooth. 

2. Line a muff in tin with paper liners. Fill 
each of the liners to the 1/4 mark using 
half of the chocolate mixture and freeze 
for 15 minutes. 

3. After the 15 minutes have passed, spread 
a thin layer of peanut butter on top of the 
chocolate layer. Freeze for 5 minutes.

4. Add the remaining portion of the chocolate 
mixture on top of the peanut butter layer 
and freeze for 30 minutes.

5. Top your peanut butter cups with f laky 
sea salt or a drizzle of peanut butter and 
enjoy! These will last in the freezer for up 
to 4 days.

If you’re not a chocolate lover like me, there 
are plenty of allergy-friendly candy brands that 
you can support this Halloween! Some of my 
favorite brands include:

•	 UNREAL
•	 SmartSweets
•	 YumEarth
•	 Enjoy Life Foods

I love that all of these recipes require very few 
kitchen tools and can even be made in a dorm! 
Enjoy your homemade treats with friends and 
have a fun, safe Halloween!

STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS

DOMINIQUE D’LIMA / DAILY NEXUS
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Despite Public Outrage, Pine Mountain Remains Threatened By Logging
Nasim Elyasi
Writer

Over one-third of California 
is covered by forests. This land 
contributes to individual and 
community well-being. Forests 
supply water, regulate climate, 
serve as places of recreation and 
supply hundreds of thousands of 
jobs in the state. Without forests, 
life would look very different. 

For several different reasons, 
deforestation and forest 
degradation are realities, and 
one example lies on a mountain 
ridge about 80 miles from UC 
Santa Barbara and Isla Vista: Pine 
Mountain.

The controversy of Pine 
Mountain remains six months 
in the making. This mountain 
ridge stretches six miles in 
Ventura County, in Los Padres 
National Forest, and is currently 
threatened by a logging project. 

 The project was initiated in 
2018. The United States Forest 
Service spearheaded the project 
under former President Trump, 
and now the Biden administration 
has it under review. The logging 
will generate approximately 3.8 
million board feet of timber, 
leading to an unmistakable boost 
to the economy. 

The project threatens 755 acres 
of conifer forest and chaparral, 
and aims to remove “small” 
trees up to two feet in diameter, 
though the proposal endangers 
trees up to f ive feet in diameter 
through loopholes in the writing. 
These loopholes also allow the 
logging proposal to progress 
without a detailed investigation 
into the area or a chance for the 
public to share their thoughts on 
the project, which is just what the 
U.S. Forest Service has done.

Pine Mountain is home to 
incredible biological diversity. It 
is inhabited by species of plants 
and animals unique to the region, 
such as lupine and scarlet bugler 
wildf lowers, and native wildlife 
species, such as the California 
black bear and the California red-
tailed hawk. 

Less well-known, however, 
is the fact that the land is of 
incredible signif icance to the 
Chumash of Ventura and Santa 

Barbara counties, who see 
the mountain as part of their 
homeland and an integral aspect 
of their history and heritage.

The proposal states that 
this forest clearing initiative is 
necessary and beneficial. They 
claim that clearing this “dead” 
vegetation will prevent forest 
f ires. 

However, many researchers 
and conservationists question 
this, instead advocating for other 
initiatives, such as building with 
f ire-safe material, preventing 
development in at-risk areas and 
constructing safe areas next to 

homes.
 These methods have been 

proven to be more effective. 
For instance, the Bren School 
of Environmental Science & 
Management at UCSB responded 
to the disastrous 2017 f ires 
with procedures that included 
adding f ire-safe material to 
current homes, supporting an 
alternative and viable future and 
ridding communities of existing 
encouragement to occupy f ire-
hazard zones. 

A write-up by the many 
organizations opposing the 
project, including the Los 

Padres ForestWatch, the Center 
for Biological Diversity and the 
John Muir Project, states that 
the project fails to review the 
best research and also lists no 
specif ic goals for the plan. These 
groups cite their issues with the 
project and also propose more 
effective tactics in preserving and 
protecting the forest.

 Instead, citizens took to the 
internet in frustration, generating 
tens of thousands of comments, 
overwhelmingly in opposition. 
The commenters range from 
civilians to protest organizers to 
professors — all backing the cause. 

For instance, the UCSB Climbing 
Team took to Instagram to show 
their objection to the plan. 

Island View Outf itters, a 
clothing and accessory company 
run by UCSB alumni, has 
merchandise that reads “Save 
Pine Mountain” and “Protect 
Pine Mountain Ridge.” Proceeds 
are donated to the Los Padres 
ForestWatch, a long-standing 
nonprofit organization that aims 
to preserve and protect the Los 
Padres National Forest. 

 Further south in Ventura 
and Ojai, local politicians have 
wielded their own leverage. 

Earlier in October, the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors 
voted 4-1 in opposition of the 
logging project in Pine Mountain. 
The week after, the Ojai City 
Council voted unanimously to 
off icially oppose the project. 

 Despite overwhelming public 
opposition, the U.S. Forest 
Service insists that it will continue 
with the logging project on Pine 
Mountain. 

Nearby, more projects are 
slated to commence, such as a 
logging proposal that threatens 
1,600 acres of land in Mount 
Pinos. 

River Flows Across You: Game Theory in the Harirud Basin
Sean Crommelin
Science and Tech Editor
Audrey Pham
Writer

Many of the greatest rivers of 
the world, like the Rio Grande, 
demarcate the boundaries 
between countries. Rivers make up 
a staggering 23% of international 
borders.

Meanwhile, others like the 
Tigris and Euphrates wind their 
way to the ocean with no regard 

for international boundaries. 
Undeterred by customs and 
immigration, their f luvial f low 
runs from one territory to the 
next, oblivious to their incredible 
geopolitical inf luence. Sometimes 
they align with international 
borders, other times not 
whatsoever. Even within a river 
system, incredible ecological, 
political and geographic variety 
is found. 

These transboundary rivers, as 
they are called, are much more 

than a water source. They are 
places of development and power 
generation, they define cultural 
identity and they can serve as 
sources of conf lict and leverage in 
equal measure. More often than 
not, they become the subject of 
sometimes intense negotiations. 

“There are many, many 
transboundary basins. You know 
about the geopolitics in between 
Israel and the Palestinians, right? 
They, for instance, have some 
shared water resources that are 

very conf licting,” said Hugo 
Loaiciga, a hydrologist with the 
UC Santa Barbara Department of 
Geography. 

Particularly in the wake of 
intensifying climate change, 
the role of transboundary rivers 
in regional politics — and the 
damming and diverting of them 
— has fueled tensions around the 
world. The Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam is another 
example, a $5 billion project which 
remains an object of contention 
among Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt. 

Loaiciga and his collaborators, 
including researchers at the 
University of Tehran and 
Texas A&M University, have 
long sought to understand the 
broader geopolitics of the region 
encompassing Afghanistan, Iran 
and Turkmenistan. 

In this most recent research, they 
have placed a microscope over the 
Harirud River Basin — or Herat 
River. The Harirud f lows west 
from the snow-capped peaks of 
the Hindu Kush. From this origin, 
the river traverses Afghanistan, 
Iran and Turkmenistan before 
disappearing into the sands of the 
Karakum Desert.  

These largely arid regions rely 
heavily on irrigation, making 
these finite water resources doubly 
important. In addition, the rise of 
the Taliban in Afghanistan has 

further complicated the picture. 
As recently as August, Taliban 
fighters launched an attack on the 
Afghan-India Friendship Dam in 
Herat, which provides water and 
power to hundreds of thousands 
of people. 

Using machine learning and 
evolutionary game theory to 
analyze the long-term water-
sharing strategies of the countries 
encompassing the basin, the 
researchers sought to f ind 
evolutionary stable strategies, 
which are persistent and cannot 
be changed or overcome by other 
strategies in a game that is played 
repeatedly. 

“Imagine you’re playing poker 
with four people and nobody 
knows what you’re doing. These 
countries can be a similar model. 
Their behavior towards sharing 
water resources can be posed as 
a game theory problem — then 
you [can] solve them based on 
their particular characteristics,” 
Loaiciga said. 

“You are involved in a situation 
where there are several people 
who are interested in the same 
thing. And so all of you are vying 
to get as much as possible from 
that resource.” 

In other words, the researchers 
used game theory to find the 
strategies among the different 
players which would net the most 

mutual benefits. 
With this, the researchers found 

that the evolutionarily stable 
strategy was the one in which 
the upstream country — which 
generally has more leverage than 
the downstream countries and 
more incentive not to cooperate — 
gets more benefits and incentives 
from cooperating than from not 
cooperating. 

So, what specifically does this 
mean for Afghanistan, Iran and 
Turkmenistan? 

“The one strategy that will 
provide the greatest benefits for 
the three countries is one where 
Iran pays for Afghanistan to 
reduce their withdrawal of water 
in their own country and allow 
Iran to make use of it,” Loaiciga 
said. 

“That’s the one strategy that will 
generate less conf lict and that will 
produce the greatest gain because 
Iran has very active agriculture, 
so even though they are paying 
money to Afghanistan, they then 
take the water, and they produce a 
lot of agricultural products.”

“Meanwhile, Turkmenistan uses 
very little water. The best thing for 
them is to basically keep using the 
same water that they sporadically 
get because they have a very small 
agricultural economy and they 
only use a small amount of water 
for urban supply.”

A view of Haddock Peak from Reyes Peak. The highest mountain on Pine Mountain Ridge, Reyes Peak, is a rarity in Los Padres — a mountain crowned by stands of pine and cedar. 

A map of the Harirud River Basin, which flows through Afghanistan, Iran and Turkmenistan.

Courtesy of Hugo Loaiciga
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The Signs as Halloween Costumes

Spooky Stories From the Opinion Staff
I’m disappointed 

that this was put into 
the “horror” section 
alongside fiction stories. 
This should be taken 
more seriously. In 
March, I learned about 
someone near me in Isla 
Vista who claimed their 
house was haunted. 
Wanting to create a 
short article about it, I 
talked to him and he 
said I could visit his 
house at midnight. 

I entered the place 
with my phone and 
notepad in hand, the 
air inside was cold and 
stale. He rushed to me 
and said I came on a 
good night — things 
were happening. I 
turned off all of the 
lights and waited.

The next hour was 
met with no activity, 
just a cold breath and a 
strange sensation in the 
back of my mind, but 
the owner still cowered 
near the front door. 
Suddenly he yelped and 

I heard the front door 
open and slam shut. 
He left me alone in the 
silent house. 

Then, something 
shifted. It was slight, but 
I heard it. Right behind 
me.

I remember holding 
my breath. I knew if 
I moved, something 
would happen. I 
knew that I was being 
watched. I felt it. 
Right behind me was 
something, or someone. 
The owner lived alone, 
and he had just left.

My body was still, but 
I saw it in the corner 
of my eye. A picture 
frame, moonlight 
ref lected in the glass, 
slowly slid across a table 
and came towards me. I 
didn’t want to look at it, 
but I saw in the frame 
a face staring back, the 
frame tilted so it gazed 
at me. A faded picture 
of a woman, mouth 
wide and happy, but 
eyes devoid of emotion. 

It rattled, breaking the 
silence as it continued 
drifting to me. I had 
to run. I made for the 
door, and as I grabbed 
the handle, I heard 
the picture fall to the 
f loor and the rattle of 
furniture. 

I left the house. I 
couldn’t rest for days 
after. I never decided 
to publish this because 
thinking about it fills 
me with dread, and I 
can still see the house 
outside of my window.

By Aaron 
Wells

In the fall quarter of 
my freshman year, I 
had a dining experience 
that I’ll never forget. It 
was right around finals 
season, and I’d started 
keeping strange hours, 
so, as usual, I was eating 
alone in Portola Dining 
Commons, isolated on 
the edge of campus. The 
sun had just set and the 
dining commons was 
nearly abandoned, with 
most people having 
already headed home 
for the holidays. I sat 
down at my usual table 
beside the southern bank 
of windows, arranging 
my array of pasta dishes 
carefully before myself.

Digging into my 
dinner, I was surprised 
when my dozenth bite 
jolted me out of my 
sleep-deprived, caffeine-
numbed stupor. Pain shot 
down my neck, radiating 
from the back of my jaw. 
I reached into my mouth, 
pulling something small 
and hard from between 

my back teeth. I was 
horrified to see, pinched 
between my first two 
fingers, a human tooth — 
a molar — broken before 
the root as if it had been 
snapped out.

Frantically, and 
suppressing a scream, 
I scrambled my spoon 
through the thick, slimy 
noodles, gripping the 
edge of the table as I 
revealed a horde of 
human teeth stashed 
within the cheesy sauce, 
specks of blood flecking 
the creamy goo. I 
scraped my spoon along 
the bottom of the dish, 
revealing a strip of what 
appeared to be gum 
tissue smeared in a lump 
of blood and pus.

I felt dizzy and closed 
my eyes, pressing my 
hand to my chest and 
willing myself to take 
deep, though trembling, 
breaths. I told myself that 
it was just some kind of 
weird hallucination, just 
the stress and loneliness 

of finals season getting 
to me, and yes, when 
I opened my eyes, the 
gore was gone. I poked 
around in the macaroni 
with my finger and rif led 
through the other plates 
of pasta. Nothing. But I 
could still feel a pain in 
my jaw from when I’d 
bitten down upon that 
human molar.

I had no choice but 
to continue eating at 
Portola for the rest of 
the year, though I did so 
sparingly. I stuck to cold, 
safe foods, mainly fruits 
and dry cereal. I couldn’t 
keep anything else down. 
I felt the impacts of my 
diet on my health, but 
there was nothing I 
could do. I’ll forever keep 
my distance from the 
thick stews that could 
be hiding dark secrets 
in their oily, murky 
depths, never knowing if 
something might reach 
up to bite me back.

By Katie Caracciolo

JORDAN BEDELL / DAILY NEXUS

By the time I stepped out of the library, 
it was a little past 11 p.m. The campus 
was almost completely deserted, and to 
my surprise, a fog had visibly begun to roll 
in. I checked my phone for the time and 
hurriedly began the short trek to the bus 
stop. 

The trees and buildings were unfamiliar in 
the whiteness of the fog. I took a left earlier 
than usual and ended up in a little alleyway. 
Pausing, I crinkled my nose in disgust. 
Something smelled foul. Nonetheless, I 
picked my way down the path, eventually 
making it to the opening. From there, I 
could see a lone figure standing by the 
bus stop. I squinted — there was something 
wrong with their silhouette. Their head 
looked strange, disfigured. 

I walked closer and my body, as if on 
instinct, began to slow down as my field of 
sight cleared. It was a person — no, a body 
— with a pumpkin in place of a head. It had 
been grotesquely slashed on all sides and 
was dripping wet, dark bits of pumpkin f lesh 
out of every opening. Slowly, the pumpkin 
turned its body towards me. The front of it 
had needle-sharp teeth, all moving against 
each other as if chewing. Slime oozed out of 
its mouth and I saw that it was not slime at 

all, but a person’s mangled eye, 
the optic nerve trailing slowly 
behind it. Numb with horror, I 
had barely turned away before 
I fell unconscious. 

I woke up in my bed and 
felt something strange in 
my mouth. Lying on my 
tongue was a f lat white 
seed, sharpened to a point. 

By Zoha Malik

Two weeks ago I 
received the worst and 
best news of my life: 
I had COVID-19. But 
I was asymptomatic. 
Stuck with a purple 
COVID-19 badge, I had 
to stay holed up in my 
apartment as the 14 
days trudged by. On the 
morning I returned to 
class, I stood outside, 
loading up my cleared 
green badge.

Wait — why is it still 
purple?

Fingers shaking, I 
refreshed the page and 
took the survey again. 

Purple again. Huh, 
weird. Thinking it 
was just a bug in the 
system, I opened the 
door and immediately 
felt my classmates’ eyes 
on me. A few people 
whispered and pointed 
to their phones. I 
quickly glanced down, 
just to check I was, in 
fact, wearing clothes. I 

slowly moved toward 
the back corner of the 
room. As soon as I 
sat, people knowingly 
exchanged glances and 
gave me a wide berth. I 
opened my emails and a 
message caught my eye. 
The subject line read: 
“COVID-19 case close 
contact.” It was the 
standard message that 
a classmate had tested 
positive. Coincidentally, 
though, it was that 
same class. I scrolled 
to the end. 

My heart beat 
faster. My throat 
tightened. My 
mouth went dry.

My name. And 
next to it, my 
picture. They had 
photoshopped a 
mask onto my ID 
photo like it was a 
wanted poster. My 
stomach dropped. 
I felt helpless, now 
understanding my 

classmates’ looks. I 
wanted to explain that 
I was safe — that I was 
negative. I frantically 
looked up to f ind 
a hundred phones 
thrust at me. A sea of 
green screens met my 
gaze. They waited, 
expectantly. I glanced 
down again at the 
purple badge displayed 
on my phone. 

No words came 
out. I ran.

By Maya Salem

I’m not the best sleeper in the world. 
Usually, my nights are spent lying awake, 
staring at the blank ceiling until sleep comes 
to me, but there are rare occasions where I’ll 
fall asleep as soon as my head hits my pillow. 
Even when these rare occasions come to 
me, there’s no guarantee that it will be a full 
night’s sleep or a restful one. A lot of the 
time, bouts of sleep paralysis will come to 
me instead.

This one instance, though, I’m not entirely 
sure was a bout of sleep paralysis and 
perhaps was more or less an encounter with 
something unknown. 

I was tired that day. Sleep came to me 
easily, and I took it graciously. It must’ve 
been a few hours later, but the first thing I 
remember is how dark my room was and 
how I felt aware, but I couldn’t move or 
escape the state I was in. It wasn’t until I 
adjusted that I noticed the black figure in 
the corner of my room. Its bright, white eyes 
stared at me. We made eye contact, and it 
bared its teeth at me in an attempt to smile. 
I heard steps across the wooden f loors as 
it came closer to me, until I could feel its 
heavy breath against my face. It pressed on 
the center of my chest, and its eyes grew 
brighter, and out of its distorted mouth came 
a maniacal laugh fueled by the idea that 
I couldn’t escape from it. I called out my 
sister’s name, but no sound left my lips. The 
laughter grew louder and my breaths grew 
infrequent. My fate felt unknown, until the 
figure let out a shriek, and suddenly I was 
completely awake again, gasping for air.

When I woke up the next morning, my 
sister told me that she heard laughing in the 
middle of the night. 

By Kate Lewis

When I was 8 years 
old, I spent at least a part 
of every school break 
at my great grandma’s 
house in the rural 
part of Georgia. On a 
particularly gloomy 
winter day, I was napping 
alone in the living room 
of her one-story house. 
The sofa bed I was 
lying on was next to the 
window that leads to 
her front porch, and if I 
were to look down the 
other end of the bed, 
I would be able to see 
all the way to the back 
of my great grandma’s 
house as it is connected 
by a single corridor. I 
was awoken by the 
sound of the neighbor’s 
truck pulling up into 
my great grandmother’s 
gravel driveway and 
immediately I was on 
edge. 

No one should have 
been coming there 
because from the street 

anyone can see the 
absence of my great 
grandma’s car. I listened, 
frozen in place as my 
neighbor hastily walked 
up the driveway and 
threw open the porch 
door. My heart leaped 
into my throat when he 
started banging on the 
entrance to the house 
and manically yelling. 
I struggled a bit to 
understand him through 
his thick country 
accent, but I could hear 
the words, “Get out!” 
I cowered under the 
covers until he stopped 
banging, got in his car 
and left. 

I peeked my head out 
from under the covers 
and looked down the 
hallway. Due to the 
clouds concealing the 
sun and the lights being 
off inside the house, 
everything looked as if 
a black-and-white filter 
had been placed on me. 

It was so stark that I 
doubted myself before I 
saw what looked to be 
the black silhouette of a 
child all the way at the 
end of the hallway. Tears 
of fear welled up in my 
eyes as I realized that 
I was not alone in this 
house. Then, as if the 
sun were controlled by a 
light switch, everything 
went dark. 

I woke up again, but 
this time I was at my 
house in a different part 
of the state. I blew a 
huge sigh of relief as 
I realized that had all 
been a dream. I turned 
onto my back to look 
up at the ceiling and 
my whole body tensed, 
stricken with fear. The 
figure from the dream 
was right above me, 
the pitch-black, gangly 
hands reaching out to 
me. 

By Kenneth Moody

been grotesquely slashed on all sides and 
was dripping wet, dark bits of pumpkin f lesh 
out of every opening. Slowly, the pumpkin 
turned its body towards me. The front of it 
had needle-sharp teeth, all moving against 
each other as if chewing. Slime oozed out of 
its mouth and I saw that it was not slime at 

all, but a person’s mangled eye, 
the optic nerve trailing slowly 
behind it. Numb with horror, I 
had barely turned away before 
I fell unconscious. 

I woke up in my bed and 
felt something strange in 
my mouth. Lying on my 
tongue was a f lat white 
seed, sharpened to a point. 

By Zoha Malik

When I was 8 years 
old, I spent at least a part 
of every school break 
at my great grandma’s 
house in the rural 
part of Georgia. On a 
particularly gloomy 
winter day, I was napping 
alone in the living room alone in the living room 

anyone can see the 
absence of my great 
grandma’s car. I listened, 
frozen in place as my 
neighbor hastily walked 
up the driveway and 
threw open the porch 
door. My heart leaped 
into my throat when he into my throat when he 
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days trudged by. On the 
morning I returned to 
class, I stood outside, 
loading up my cleared 

Wait — why is it still 

Fingers shaking, I 
refreshed the page and 
took the survey again. 

Purple again. Huh, 
weird. Thinking it 
was just a bug in the 
system, I opened the 
door and immediately 
felt my classmates’ eyes 
on me. A few people 
whispered and pointed 
to their phones. I 
quickly glanced down, 
just to check I was, in 
fact, wearing clothes. I 

message caught my eye. 
The subject line read: The subject line read: The subject line read: 
“COVID-19 case close 
contact.” It was the 
standard message that 
a classmate had tested 
positive. Coincidentally, 
though, it was that 
same class. I scrolled 
to the end. 

My heart beat 
faster. My throat 
tightened. My 
mouth went dry.

My name. And 
next to it, my 
picture. They had 
photoshopped a 
mask onto my ID 
photo like it was a 
wanted poster. My 
stomach dropped. 
I felt helpless, now 
understanding my 

a hundred phones 
thrust at me. A sea of 
green screens met my 
gaze. They waited, gaze. They waited, gaze. They waited, 
expectantly. I glanced 
down again at the 
purple badge displayed 
on my phone. 

No words came 
out. I ran.

By Maya Salem


