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Booster Shots 

Take Center Stage

Devanshi Tomar
Asst. Science Editor

Following a worldwide 
moratorium called by the World 

Health Organization on COVID-19 
booster shots until the end of  September, 

the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 booster 
shot has been approved and made available 

to select populations in the U.S., including 
immunocompromised individuals and those at 

occupational or institutional risk. 
Although the COVID-19 vaccine remains 

effective in preventing COVID-19 cases resulting 
in hospitalization and death, data collected by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) shows this effectiveness decreases over time 
as immunity wanes and the COVID-19 disease 

evolves, as we see in the worldwide prevalence of 
the delta variant. 

All those who are 65 years or older and those 50 
to 64 years old with underlying medical conditions 
are recommended to receive the booster five 
months after the date of their second vaccination. 
It is recommended that people aged 18 to 49 with 
underlying medical conditions and people aged 18 
to 64 who are significantly exposed to COVID-19 in 
either an occupational or institutional setting receive 
the booster dose six months after their second 
vaccination date. Mixing vaccine brands between 
the second and third dose is not recommended by 
U.S. public health officials. 

As of Tuesday, Oct. 5, booster shots are only 
available to these groups of individuals who received 
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. The 
CDC has provided data indicating that among 
immunocompromised people, there is lower vaccine 
effectiveness against COVID-19 hospitalization, as 
well as a reduced immune response to COVID-19 
vaccination. 

Although the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) has not approved 
COVID-19 boosters by either 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson, 
Johnson & Johnson filed a request on Oct. 
5 for the FDA to authorize a second dose for 
those aged 18 and older who received the one-dose 
vaccine. Next week, the FDA is convening a panel 
of outside advisers to review data presented by 
both Moderna and Johnson & Johnson concerning 
their respective booster shots. This request comes 
amid a sense of urgency by the U.S. government to 
eliminate COVID-19 in the country, as they seek 
to expand the availability of boosters to even more 
Americans. 

According to the CDC, 99,477,041 people in 
America are fully vaccinated with the Pfizer-
BioNTech two-dose vaccine; 67,779,695 people 
received the Moderna two-dose COVID-19 vaccine; 
and 14,651,137 individuals received the Johnson & 
Johnson single-dose vaccine. According to published 
surveys by the Morning Consult completed in 
August, 76-87% of vaccinated adults reported they 
would get a booster dose if made available. 

Controversy arises over the best course of action for COVID-19 mitigation, as 
immunity wanes in the country, vaccination efforts plateau overseas and COVID-19 

infections rise worldwide.

Emily Kocis
Opinion Editor
More Than an Extra Boost

Arriving home in March 
2020, I returned to a household 
in lockdown. But while most of 
the world masked up and stayed 
home, my mother returned to 
work each day as a nurse at 
an elderly nursing home. In 
December 2021, she was among 
the f irst wave of health care 
workers to receive their initial 
dose of the vaccine. And, for 
the first time in almost a year, 
my family let a small collective 
breath slip out. The skies had 
parted. We celebrated.

Today,  while it feels as 
though we have lived lifetimes 
in quarantine, a little over a 
year has passed since COVID-
19 was declared a national 
emergency in the United States. 
In that time, we have come a 
long way in vaccinating and, as 
a result, protecting the American 
public. As of Oct. 3, 56.5% of 
the U.S. population have been 
fully vaccinated, while 65.1% 
have received at least one dose. 
However, we still have a long way 
to go. 

From the very start of the 
pandemic, there have been 
certain individuals who are at 
higher risk of serious symptoms 
resulting from COVID-19. 
Among them are older adults,  
immunocompromised individuals 
and health care workers — all of 
whom were among the first to 
receive vaccinations. Yet, these 
groups are still facing the brunt 
of the virus. 

This is not just conjecture. 
As of July 2021, nearly 
half of vaccinated people 
hospitalized with breakthrough 
COVID-19 infections were 
i m m u n o c o m p r o m i s e d 
individuals, despite only making 
up only 2.7% of the U.S. adult 
population. Clearly, vaccinations 
alone aren’t cutting it for these 
individuals. The same applies 
to older adults, as 70% of 
breakthrough infections that have 
required hospitalization have 
been in adults 65 and older while 
this same population accounts for 
87% of breakthrough deaths.

However, for those predisposed 
to aggressive symptoms, as well 
as health care and frontline 
workers who confront constant 
exposure to COVID-19 on a daily 
basis, booster shots are vital to 
our collective journey forward 
in protecting those who need it 
most. 

Studies show that older adults 
and people whose immune 
systems are suppressed produce 
few to no antibodies after getting 
the COVID-19 vaccine. Boosters 
have been proven to help them 
to produce more. Additionally, 
health care workers who face 
constant exposure to the virus 
have also been declared eligible 
for boosters by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in the hopes of boosting 
immunity and maintaining 
staff ing levels. Keeping our 
frontline workers healthy is 
paramount as we navigate this 
ongoing pandemic. 

For those like my mother and 
countless others who are among 
the most directly and viciously 
targeted by this virus, booster 
shots can make the difference. 
In fact, we need to be making 
sure they are able to make that 
difference. However, as of right 
now, the CDC has told my mom 
that she cannot receive a booster 
shot. Indeed, while boosters are 
available to those who received 
the Pf izer-BioNTech vaccine, 
there is no additional protection 
available yet for those who 
received the Moderna or Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine. 

While maybe seemingly not as 
vital or necessary for those of us 
vaccinated young folks without 
underlying health conditions, 
booster shots are in fact vital for 
those groups who continue to be 
directly targeted by this virus. 
While boosters are available, 
and should be, for those who 
received the Pfizer vaccine, those 
who received the Moderna or 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine are 
left desperate and waiting. 

Protect ing vulnerable 
individuals is especially important 
as 43.3% of the U.S. population 
remains unvaccinated. Among 
them, there remains a significant 
group that remains fast in their 
outright refusal to get vaccinated. 
This group — disproportionately 
white, rural, evangelical Christian 
and politically conservative 
— are adamant in their refusal 
of the coronavirus vaccines. 
While educating individuals and 
urging them to get vaccinated 
is important and worthy of time 
and resources, we have to accept 
that despite our best efforts, there 
will continue to be individuals 
who refuse to get vaccinated. 

At what point do we stop 
pouring money and energy into 
persuading the unpersuadable? 
When do we start prioritizing the 

solutions we do have available for 
the individuals who are the most 
at risk due to others’ reluctance? 

Boosters are a safe, effective 
and viable solution for millions 
who are still living cautiously 
in fear of this virus. Focusing 
efforts on providing boosters for 
all vaccinated individuals, not just 
those who received the Pfizer 
vaccine, is the next step toward 
normalcy. Boosters work, but 
only if we let them.

Toni Shindler-Ruberg
Asst. Opinion Editor

Boost the Basics First
Content within my COVID-

19 social bubble, I inadvertently 
placed myself within a COVID-
19 news bubble as well. While 
global vaccination rates are going 
up, large parts of America and 
other countries are falling behind. 
It’s easy to blame these numbers 
on staunch anti-maskers and 
anti-vaxxers, but the reality of 
the pandemic — and responses to 
the pandemic — is a larger, more 
nuanced issue. 

Data compiled by Our World 
in Data and reported by the New 
York Times reveals that while 
nearly 80% of vaccines have been 
distributed in high- and upper-
middle-class countries, low-income 
countries have only received 0.5% 
of vaccines. 

If these numbers seem dramatic, 
they are. 

The numbers reveal a dramatic 
— and dangerous — divide in 
vaccine distribution and equity.   
Concerningly, the unvaccinated 
here in the U.S. and around the 
globe include those who simply 
do not have access to vaccines. 

Therefore, the majority of funding 
should be allocated toward 
improving vaccine equity, ensuring 
that we boost vaccination rates 
globally, not just in middle-to-
upper-class communities and 
countries. Global vaccination is the 
best approach to obtain the elusive 
herd immunity and increased 
public safety we crave so badly. 

As we check daily COVID-19 
statistics over our morning coffee, 
it’s clear that vaccine inequity is a 
matter of life and death. As of Oct. 
5, three out of the five countries 
with the highest COVID-19 deaths 
qualify as developing economies: 
Brazil (nearly 598,000 deaths), 
India (over 449,000 deaths) and 
Mexico (nearly 279,000 deaths). 
Many houseless people are older 
and/or suffer from underlying 
medical conditions, making them 
one of the most disproportionately 
at-risk populations for COVID-
19. With limited access to 
technology and transportation, 
these individuals are often unable 
to get the resources, attention and 
vaccines they need. 

The world’s poor and underserved 
communities are suffering the 
consequences of production line 
delays, import/export bans and 
unequal distribution of resources. 
This includes a lack of financial and 
educational resources, as well as a 
shortage of vaccines themselves 
and people available to administer 
them. Beyond vaccines, the 
inequitable distribution of resources 
like diagnostic equipment, oxygen 
tanks and personal protective 
equipment further compounds the 
divide between those with 
and those without. 

In June, 
C O V I D - 1 9 
V a c c i n e s 

Global Access (COVAX), a 
global organization with the 
self-described aim of “providing 
innovative and equitable access to 
COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments 
and vaccines,” pledged to secure 
and distribute 1.9 billion vaccines 
by the end of 2021. In September, 
COVAX cut that availability 
forecast by 25%. Experts suggest 
over 11 billion vaccines are required 
to slow the spread of COVID-19.

In response, the World Health 
Organization (W.H.O.) enacted 
an international moratorium on 
booster shots with the hope of 
increasing vaccine availability for 
at-risk populations who had yet 
to receive a vaccine. The agency 
encouraged wealthier nations 
to redistribute vaccine booster 
stockpiles to countries that had 
yet to provide their citizens with 
first or second doses. At the same 
conference, W.H.O. Director-
General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus reported, “High-
income countries have promised to 
donate more than 1 billion doses, 
but less than 15% of those doses 
have materialised.” In an already 
politicized and polarized state of 
the world, vaccine nationalism 
threatens more harm than good. 

Viral variants emerge from 
random genetic mutations. If 
COVID-19 is allowed to continue 
spreading and infecting through 
countries with low vaccination 

rates, there is a greater chance 
for existing variants to increase 
in severity or for new variants to 
mutate.  

Booster shots would be less 
controversial if a higher percentage 
of the global population were 
fully vaccinated. However, since 
we haven’t reached this global 
majority of vaccine-protected 
individuals, booster shots should 
only be available to the highest-
risk populations (including the 
elderly, the immunocompromised 
and frontline workers with direct, 
high-risk contact with the public) 
— although this still should not be 
our primary focus. 

In the words of Ghebreyesus, 
“As the world’s largest producers, 
consumers and donors of vaccines, 
the world’s 20 leading economies 
hold the key to vaccine equity and 
ending the pandemic. Now is the 
time for true leadership, not empty 
promises.”

Reprioritize vaccine equity. 
We cannot move toward a safer, 
healthier world if we neglect whole 
swaths of the global population. 
When it comes to public 
health and safety, 
n o b o d y 
s h o u l d 
have to 
rely on 
leftovers.

CHRISTY YU / DAILY NEXUS 
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SOLUTION TO SATURDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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Mercury is in retrograde! Explaining every social media platform 
shutting down, random lightning and thunder, and possibly 
raccoons stealing your valuables (invest in some raccoon repellant).

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Expect everything that could 
possibly go wrong ... To go wrong! And then blame it on astrology.    
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Students Grapple with Hotel Housing: The Reality 
of the Housing Crisis

Nisha Malley
Reporter

After a months-long desperate 
and fruitless search for housing, 
UC Santa Barbara senior 
Katherine Carmichael felt relieved 
to receive an email from the 
university on Sept. 12 offering her 
interim housing at the Residence 
Inn by Marriott Santa Barbara 
Goleta for Fall Quarter 2021.

On Sept. 20, three days before 
classes began, she moved into 
her studio hotel room — a single 
with a king-size bed, living room 
furniture and a sizable kitchen 
equipped with a full-size fridge, 
stove and dishwasher, all for the 
rate of an on-campus double. 

“It is very nerve-wracking that 
this is only guaranteed for fall 
quarter, however, this fall quarter 
is going to be a lot of fun. The 
hotel is a great place to live [and] 
the staff are really wonderful,” 
Carmichael said. “I feel like I’m 
living my ‘Suite Life of Zack & 
Cody’ dreams.”

To address UCSB’s historic 
housing shortage, the university 
negotiated with local hotels 
along UCSB bus routes to shelter 
students who were still on the 
university housing waitlist by 
late August and September at a 
subsidized rate. UCSB offered the 
transitional housing option as a 
“temporary, emergency” solution 
to last only for the fall quarter.

The quality of accommodations 
widely varies based on the hotel 
and room configuration, but a 
common sentiment amongst 
students in hotel housing is 
that any inconveniences or 
shortcomings fare better than 
their alternative — no housing at 
all. 

Without housing, Carmichael 
was considering commuting two 
hours from her hometown of 
Santa Clarita. Similarly, fourth-
year physics major Stone Silva 
planned to live out of his car 
and fourth-year sociology major 
Victor Navarrete would have 
deferred for the quarter, opting to 
work instead.

“I felt happy that I had 
something, somewhere to live, 
sleep, shower, something that’s 
guaranteed every night,” Silva 
said.

At the Marriott where 
Carmichael and Navarrete 
stay, students have access to 
free continental breakfast, 
housekeeping, onsite laundry, a 
gym and the outdoor facilities of 
the hotel, including a pool, hot 
tub, barbecue and lounge. 

For Silva, however, the included 
amenities at the Pacifica Suites are 
limited, with no essential services 
like laundry or dining options. As 
a result, he takes the bus to the 
laundromat and the grocery store. 
In addition, his room — a double 
occupancy with two queen-size 

beds and a small fridge — lacks 
kitchen storage and appliances, 
so he struggles to cook nutritional 
meals, mostly relying on non-
perishable goods. He also prefers 
to study in the library due to the 
hotel’s slow Wi-Fi.

Common difficulties students 
like Silva in temporary housing 
face are the hotels’ distance from 
campus, lack of community 
with other students and overall 
seclusion from Isla Vista. 

Transportation to campus can 
take about 30 minutes by bus and 
15 minutes by bike, varying based 
on the hotel. In addition, meeting 
other students that live in the 
hotel is an infrequent occurrence, 
with only roughly 20 students 
at each location, according to 
Navarrete.

Navarrete, a transfer student 
who stepped foot on campus for 
the first time this school year, 
expressed his disappointment in 
his lack of interaction with his 
peers due to his housing at the 
Marriott.

“It’s [been] hard to socialize 
[despite] trying to put myself out 
there,” he said.  

According to the university, 
students must secure new housing 
accommodations by the end of the 
fall quarter, when their temporary 
hotel contracts expire. However, 
as students look for alternatives, 
the search for housing remains 
just as uncertain as it did in 

the months preceding the school 
year. 

“I am still very eagerly and 
actively looking for places to stay 
outside in Santa Barbara, but I 
am not hopeful,” Carmichael said. 
“The university thinks that by 
January, the housing crisis will be 
solved and all of us in the hotels 
will be able to find housing in the 
surrounding areas, but … housing 
isn’t going to just magically appear 
by January.”

Carmichael hopes the university 

will extend its hotel contracts, as 
it is currently the only existing 
space that can provide shelter for 
students, but Silva said he doubts 
the university would take on the 
expense of subsidizing hotel costs 
throughout the full school year.

While “grateful” to receive 
some accommodation, Silva felt 
the university mishandled the 
current housing crisis and failed 
to support him and other students 
impacted by the crisis. Looking 
forward, he fears a repetition of 

events and a lack of university 
response.

“It’s going to be the same thing,” 
Silva said. “If I can’t find anything, 
I’m going to have to live in a car 
for the winter quarter.”

Likewise, Navarrete said he 
may not have anywhere else to 
go.

“If they do drop us from the 
hotels, I guess I will be homeless,” 
Navarrete said. “I’m willing to 
do what I got to do to get my 
education.”

UCPD Issues Two Timely Warnings Back-to-Back
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

Warning: This article contains 
graphic content relating to sexual 
assault. 

The UC Police Department 
Santa Barbara sent out two back-
to-back timely warnings on Oct. 
4, one for a sexual assault that 
occurred on Oct. 2 and one for 
a rape that occurred on Sept. 28. 

The Oct. 2 sexual assault took 
place in campus housing around 
1 a.m. The survivor had just 
met the suspect, and the suspect 
is aff iliated with UC Santa 
Barbara, the timely warning 
stated. According to the timely 
warning, “The victim met with 
the suspect at his residence, 
where he proceeded to touch 
her private areas.” 

The Sept. 28 rape was “at 
the house of a UCSB-recognized 
student organization,” the 
timely warning read. UC Police 

Department (UCPD) Lieutenant 
Dan Wilson later clarif ied 
that the recognized student 
organization was a part of Greek 
life.  

UCPD’s timely warning said 
that a student was attending a 
party when the surviver went 
upstairs to use a bathroom and 
the rape occurred in an upstairs 
bedroom. 

In both cases, the survivors 
did not directly f ile a report 
with UCPD. Both reports were 
anonymously f iled through the 
Campus Security Act — a part of 
the Clery Act which mandates 
all campus staff, or campus 
security authorities, to report 
crimes that occur on campus 
property. 

Neither one of the survivors 
currently wishes to press 
charges; however, UCPD will 
keep the investigations open in 
the case that a survivor decides 
to press charges.

KAIYI YANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Some students who have chosen to take the university’s hotel housing option are staying at the 
Residence Inn by Marriott Santa Barbara Goleta. 
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UCSB Student Esmeralda Quintero-Cubillan Holds 
EVPSA, UCSA and RA Positions

PopPay Hosts Week of Promotions With 
Local Businesses

John Lucas
Reporter

PopPay, a company that 
employs facial recognition 
software for sales transactions 
and keyless entries, incentivized 
Isla Vista residents to sign up for 
their service through a week of 
promotions with local businesses 
— titled PopPay Week — from 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 3.

During this week, PopPay 
(PopId.com) users received $10 
off daily purchases at each of 
the following participating 
businesses: Sam’s To Go, I.V. Deli 
Mart, Lao Wang, Hana Kitchen, 
Kaiju, Varsity Bike Shop, Rosarito, 
International Food Market, SOS 
Liquor, Campus Cuts, Pho Bistro, 
Super Cuca’s, Deja Vu, Moo 
Esports and Dublin’s.

PopPay utilizes a subscriber’s 
facial image data to function as 
a credit card and be scanned 
at participating locations to 
complete transactions and access 
keyless entries. 

Although PopPay Week has 
come to an end, new subscribers 
can still receive a complimentary 
$10 off any purchase from 
participating locations upon 
signing up for PopPay’s services.

The company, which was 
started in 2016 under PopId and 
began business in Isla Vista two 
years ago, established a platform 
of universal digital identities that 
allows a scan of the face to serve 
as both a wallet and keys. 

“We will crown it as the very 
first real ecosystem that you can 
live [in] without the risk and 

liability of things like wallets, 
credit cards, cash and keys,” 
Nicholas Cornwell, who runs 
PopPay Isla Vista, said. 

“If you’re really going to 
change people’s habits, people’s 
way of thinking, people’s feelings, 
whether you’re a merchant and 
a cashier, or a consumer, buying 
or purchasing, you really have 
to make a pretty big splash in 
order to truly change the way 
people operate,” Cornwell 
said regarding the company’s 
$150,000 investment into PopPay 
week. 

During the PopPay Week 
promotion, PopPay users would 
receive a daily $10 off at every 
participating business so long as 
they paid using PopPay.

“[We’re] hoping that in a 
year’s time, the students [will] 
ref lect back and go, ‘I remember 
PopPay Week where I ran around 
Isla Vista almost like it was 
Halloween and I was trick-or-
treating there each and every 
merchant around,’” he continued. 

With many restaurants and 
shops in Isla Vista still reeling 
from the f inancial diff iculties 
brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Cornwell said that 
PopPay Week also served as a 
financial stimulus for the local 
economy. 

With users receiving a 
recurring $10 off at participating 
locations everyday, PopPay users 
f locked the streets of Isla Vista 
buying as much as they could 
with the promotion.

“Many have told me … [that] 
we’ve been here for X amount 

of years, and this is the best 
[business] we’ve ever had. Bar 
none. There’s not even a close 
second,” Cornwell said.

Mehrdad Homayouni, the 
owner of Sam’s To Go, shared a 
similar sentiment. 

“I think it was great for all the 
businesses. I think it was a big 
help after COVID[-19] — some of 
the businesses didn’t do well and 
then it was an opportunity for 
them to bring the revenue up,” 
he said, noting that it was busier 
than Halloween 10 years ago. 

“[PopPay Week] was positive. It 
was really positive,” Homayouni 
continued. 

Cornwell said that even though 
PopPay Week has concluded, 
the company hopes to continue 
working with Isla Vista businesses 
and offering promotions to users. 

“We truly believe that the 
partnership that we have built 
with the merchants in and around 
town hopefully [will be] a long-
lasting partnership [which] we’re 
learning from, they’re learning 
from and we’re all growing 
together,” he said. 

PopPay was prepared to 
answer the questions that came 
along after promotions week, 
according to Cornwell. 

“There’s a bit of mystery into 
how [we] make money and 
things like that,” Cornwell said 
about the promotional deal, 
explaining that PopPay makes 
money both from the transaction 
fee associated with the free $10 as 
well as the long-term investment 
into new users. 

“It’s a very simple, basic field. 

It’s not a new business model 
in terms of making money, 
but it’s just a different way of 
technologically doing it,” he said. 

Additionally, he illustrated 
the logistics and security of the 
software. PopPay only asks for 
the user’s phone number and 
image, which is nothing more 
than a vector file of different 
points around the user’s face. 

“That information is then 
encrypted and stored in the 
cloud. When you call up your 
device, such as a payment device, 
that information is then pulled,” 
he said.

PopPay is confident that they 
are “creating an ecosystem that 
[they] believe will represent the 
future.”

Since Isla Vista is a college 
community, it not only serves 
as a contained community, it 
also employs cutting-edge 
technology in efforts to appeal to 
the youth that live here, Cornwell 
said. Within that community, 
or “ecosystem,” PopPay has a 
unique opportunity to improve 
their business model and expand 
it into larger environments.

“If there’s 25,000 students 
here that are all subscribers and 
believers, that makes it a very 
easy transition into State Street, 
to Goleta,” Cornwell said.

Isla Vista plays a key role in 
that future for PopPay, Cornwell 
said. 

“  We want to say thank you and 
we look forward to continuing 
the partnership … we believe we 
are creating an ecosystem that 
will represent the future.”

Holly Rusch
University News Editor

Esmeralda Quintero-Cubillan 
has had a successful term as a 
2020-21 Associated Students 
senator and is currently serving 
the 2021-22 term as UC Santa 
Barbara’s External Vice President 
for Statewide Affairs and was 
also recently elected as the 
University for California’s Student 
Association President.

She’s currently a resident 
assistant for the 2021-22 school 
year, an employee at the  UCSB 
MultiCultural Center and the 
chair of La Familia de Colores, 
a Latinx queer and transgender 
organization — suff ice to say, 
she’s involved in UCSB’s campus 
community.

But as a 2019 transfer student to 
UCSB from Irvine Valley College, 
Quintero-Cubillan remembers an 
overwhelming sense of loneliness. 

“When I got here, I was a very 
lonely transfer because I didn’t 
know anyone and I transferred in 
by myself,” they said, reminiscing. 

“I remember my first week was 
pretty rough because I literally 
cried every day because I was like, 
‘I don’t know anyone. I got here 
by myself. I’m literally living with 
someone I’ve never met before.’”

Coming from a background 
of student government and 
community organizing, she began 
to get involved on campus in her 
first year at UCSB. 

“I got more involved in 
[Associated Students] because I 
was an angry student, I was a very 
angry queer and trans student, and 
I saw all the things happening in 
that first year,” Quintero-Cubillan 
said, referencing the alleged 
assaults at Sigma Pi fraternity as 
well as the varied controversies 
surrounding the A.S. organization. 

In the spring of 2020, Quintero-
Cubillan tentatively entered the 
A.S. space as a candidate for 
Senate running with the Isla Vista 
Party (IVP).

“I think the biggest question 
I had was that, ‘Hey, I am a 
transfeminine person who just 
read and saw all the harm caused 

in the last election towards trans 
people, will I be protected? Will 
I feel safe doing this and putting 
myself out so publicly?’” they said, 
referencing 2019 A.S.  presidential 
candidate Zion Solomon’s 
experiences running as a trans 
student. 

“At the time, they said, ‘Of 
course, we can’t promise you the 
student body won’t react in a 
certain way. But we will always 
try to protect you, we will try to 
make sure that you feel safe on 
campus.’”

Quintero-Cubillan’s identity 
as a queer, trans, Latinx and 
Indigenous person has made her 
conscious of what positions she 
felt safe running for. 

“I am a try-hard and I am a 
workaholic; I will happily admit 
both of those things,” they said. 

They had produced the most 
bills of any senator in the 2020-
21 Senate, helped allocate over 
$100,000 for basic needs, divested 
the association from Raytheon 
Technologies and raised honoraria 
for all A.S. positions, and were 
considering the next step in their 
student government career. 

“At that point, I had narrowed 
it down to President and External 
Vice President for Statewide 
Affairs (EVPSA),” Quintero-
Cubillan said. “With the president, 
I was like well, I put myself at a 
lot of risk. Because it’s extremely 
visible, it is probably the most 
visible exec position.” 

“It kind of came down to ... do I 
feel safe running for president and 
do I feel like I would be unfairly 
targeted for my identities? And at 
some point, I said ‘Yes, I will be. I 
don’t think I could safely run for 
president without my personal life 
being in danger.’”

Instead, she ran and was elected 
as EVPSA, advocating for UCSB 
students’ basic needs within the 
lobbying-based position. 

As Quintero-Cubillan recounts, 
their basic needs advocacy work as 
a senator and as EVPSA was and 
is not just political, but extremely 
personal.

“Especially in the beginning of 
my Senate term, I was facing 

very intense food and housing 
insecurity,” she said.

“Right when I was sworn in [as 
EVPSA], I was also contending 
with the fact that I was on the 
verge of being homeless,” she said. 
“And it wasn’t just once. Even 
as [the University of California’s 
Student Association] UCSA 
President, there was a moment 
where I was afraid I would be 
homeless because I wasn’t being 
communicated with [UCSB RA 
housing], and I was terrified that 
I would not have housing for the 
year.” 

“Even though that work 
I was doing was benefiting 
communities, it was also directly 
related to my own experience as 
a student where it’s like, I would 
eat once a day. And about one 
meal was not like real food,” they 
continued. “I would have to go to 
the [Resource Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity] and be like, 
‘Can I please get a meal ticket. I 
have not eaten, I need to be able 
to eat.’”

Over the  duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Quintero-
Cubillan worked to distribute 
grant money to students in need, 
both via the A.S. Basic Needs 
COVID-19 grant, as well as a 
grant program specif ically 
for queer and trans students 
through La Familia de Colores. 

However, because of 
the conf lict of interest, she 
couldn’t apply for any of the 
grant money despite suffering 
through “deep f inancial 
insecurity and deep food 
insecurity.”

“I couldn’t always 
reap what I 

sowed in terms of allocating 
money towards basic needs 
centers, or even for COVID-19 
grants. I operated an entire grant 
for queer and trans students. And 
yet, I couldn’t reap the benefit 
of that because I was the person 
overseeing it,” she said. 

“Even as EVPSA, there were 
times where things were very 
frustrating. Things were very, 
tenuous, where it’s like, ‘How 
can I keep doing this work when 
I’m barely sustaining myself as a 
person?’” 

Despite these personal 
challenges and the “deeply 
depressing” elements of “[seeing] 
all the things that are wrong” as 
EVPSA, Quintero-Cubillan made 
the decision to run for UCSA 
president in August.

The UCSA is made up 
of the nine UC’s 
r e s p e c t i v e 

EVPSAs and their legislative and 
organizing directors within the 
UC system. 

To become president, Quintero-
Cubillan was nominated and 
seconded by two members of 
the UCSA, after which the nine 
EVPSAs voted to elect her as 
UCSA president for the 2021-22 
academic year.

“I won, but it was a very difficult 
process in which UCSA was 
somewhat a hostile space towards 
me. And I would say, even today, 
there are various spaces within 
the organization, where I don’t 
feel welcome,” Quintero-Cubillan 
said. “But it’s not necessarily my 
job to always feel welcome.”

“It’s not my job to always feel 
welcome as much as it is to carry 
out the will of students. And I 

think that’s kind of where we’re 
at now. A lot of my job is 

literally just trying 
to hear as many 
v i e w p o i n t s 

as possible 
and then 

execut ing 
a 

mission that is responsive to those 
missions,” they continued. 

Ref lecting back on her uniquely 
public experience at UCSB, 
Quintero-Cubillan has mixed 
feelings. 

“Part of it is empowering, to 
share your identity. On one side, 
I’m like, ‘Hey, I am queer. I am 
trans. I am native, I am Indigenous. 
I am Latinx. I am first-gen. This is 
what grounds me. This is where I 
find power.’”

“On the other hand … I feel 
like I have to appease people with 
trauma porn, in order for very 
valid and very common student 
experiences to be acknowledged,” 
she continued. 

“They don’t need me to talk 
about how I fucking starved for 
over a year as a student at UCSB to 
acknowledge that we need better 
support systems for food-insecure 
students,” she said. “They don’t 
need me to talk about how I faced 
homelessness over five times, in 
the course of my literal two years 
here, going into my third. Yet, it is 
the one motivating factor.” 

“I don’t want to make a martyr 
out of myself,” Quintero-Cubillan 
noted — but said the benefits 
of sharing their experiences 
outweigh the cons. 

“But I can say, if you need to 
use someone as an example, use 
me … If I need to capitalize off 
of my experiences, in order for 
you to hear students, I will do it,” 
Quintero-Cubillan said. “Because 
I have the privilege and access in 

doing it.” 
“I’ll do it, if it means that 
the job will get done.”

PopPay utilizes a subscriber’s facial image data to function as a 
card, which can be scanned at participating locations to complete 
transactions and access keyless entries.
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Students, Santa Barbarans, Local Politicians 
Participate in Women’s March for Reproductive Rights

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Holly Rusch
University News Editor

Thousands of people across 
the country marched on Oct. 
2 to advocate for reproductive 
rights, following a Texas law that 
restricts abortion access. The 
local marches — organized by the 
Women’s March organization — 
took place in downtown Santa 
Barbara and Santa Maria. UC 
Santa Barbara students primarily 
attended the march in downtown 
Santa Barbara. 

Students, county residents and 
local politicians all gathered at 
De La Guerra Plaza at noon 
prior to the march. World 
Dance for Humanity danced 
to various famous anthems of 
female empowerment, including 
Aretha Franklin’s “Respect” and 
Meghan Trainor’s “Woman Up.”

After the dancers dispersed, 
local advocates spoke to the 
crowd about the importance of 
reproductive rights. Speakers 
included Annette Cordero of the 
Coastal Band of the Chumash 
Nation, State Senator Monique 
Limón, Central Coast Planned 
Parenthood CEO Jenna Tosh and 
former State Senator Hannah-
Beth Jackson. 

Cordero stood in front of 
the crowd alongside her family 
members and other members of 
the Coastal Band and discussed 
the importance of inclusivity 
and addressing intersectionality 
within advocacy for reproductive 
rights. 

“We want to make sure that 
we are inclusive, that we include 
queer [people], the whole gambit 
of LGBTQIA[+]. In our tradition, 
two-spirited people were usually 
honored and considered highly 
respected members of our 
community, so we also want to 
make sure that we honor two-
spirited people,” Cordero said. 

Cordero’s niece Kelly added 
to the discussion of inclusivity 
and intersectionality within 
advocacy for reproductive rights. 

“Not all people with uteruses 
are women,” Kelly said. “Not all 
pussies are pink either. We’re 
here in solidarity because they’re 
trying to take control of us, and 
it’s not going to happen.” 

Limón’s speech discussed the 
impact of the new Texas law on 
the residents of the state. Limón 
shared the story of a pregnant 
woman whose child has 
anencephaly — a fatal condition 
where the child is missing parts 
of its brain. The mother was 
unable to get an abortion in 
Texas and had to f ly out of state, 
NPR reported. 

“We know for a fact that 
[the new Texas law] will not 
reduce abortions, that this 
will reduce safe abortions and 
require women to seek unsafe 
alternatives,” Limón said. “This 
is the reality of what is at stake.” 

Limón added that in 2021, 
“over 600 laws restricting 
abortions have been introduced 
in this country.” 

Tosh followed Limón’s speech, 
highlighting the various laws 
and restrictions on abortion 
throughout the country. 

“Roe v. Wade is hanging on by 
a thread. Abortion is effectively 
illegal in a U.S. state for the first 
time since 1973. In December, 
the Supreme Court will hear a 
direct attempt to overturn Roe 
v. Wade,” Tosh said. “If they 
do overturn it, 26 states will 

likely ban abortion before the 
end of next year. These states 
are home to 36 million women 
of reproductive age and even 
more trans men and gender 
nonconforming and nonbinary 
people who stand to lose their 
constitutional right to a safe and 
legal abortion.” 

“Nearly half of U.S. people 
who can become pregnant could 
lose their reproductive rights 
overnight,” Tosh continued. 

Next was Jackson, who 
discussed the Supreme Court’s 
regard for stare decisis — a legal 
doctrine requiring courts to 
abide by the precedent set by 
previous cases. In this situation, 
the set precedent would be from 
Roe v. Wade. 

“So what do we do? We have 
a Supreme Court now that has 
disrespected the notion of what 
they call stare decisis — accepting 
the laws that existed. We knew 
this was going to happen,” 
Jackson said. “The Senate at the 
time allowed sexual harassers on 
the court, they allowed people 
who have lied and committed 
perjury in their hearings saying 
they would honor stare decisis 
and they have not. We need to 
take action.” 

After all the speeches, the 
marchers, including UCSB 
students, took to State Street — 
chanting and marching to the 
end of Anapamu Street right 
by the Santa Barbara County 
Administration Building. 

“I’ve been studying history 
a lot, especially repressed and 
totalitarian environments. And 
I don’t want to live in one, to 
be honest,” said f irst-year 
economics major and march 
attendee Dexter Laviolette. “I 
think we should do everything 
we can to make sure we preserve 
our freedoms and rights, whether 
they’re legal or not.”

“We should remember that 
everything the government does 
anywhere is with the consent of 
the governed,” he continued. “As 
long as we stay conscious and do 
not give them our consent, they 
cannot do anything we don’t 
want them to.”

Carly Linkrani, a f irst-year 
history of art and architecture 
major who attended the march 
with Laviolette, concurred 
that students and community 
members alike should remain 
aware of current events and 
advocate for women’s rights. 

“I’m just staying aware of 
current issues. Do your part, if 
you’re able to, go out and vote; 
if not, pre-register to vote, just 
pay attention to politics, do what 
you can on campus, or even, like, 
your local community, make 
sure the word gets out,” she said. 

“Women’s rights are human 
rights. Don’t forget it.” 

In an interview with the 
Nexus, Limón congratulated 
high school- and college-aged 
marchers for being civically 
engaged and fighting for their 
rights. 

“Kudos, kudos for caring 
about your rights now, whether 
you can vote or not. It’s about 
caring, and ensuring that your 
voice — because you’re the 
next generation of leaders — is 
represented at the table,” Limón 
said. “So thank you to all of the 
women — young and older and 
everything in between — who 
have showed up [and] to the 
allies because it’s about showing 
that this community is backing 
reproductive health choices.” 

PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 
Students, county residents and local politicians all gathered at De La Guerra Plaza at noon prior to the march.
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Fall Quarter 2021 
Has Fewer Seats Than 

Previous Year
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

The Nexus analyzed UC 
Santa Barbara GOLD course 
listings for Fall Quarter 2021, 
f inding that 8,163 fewer seats 
were of fered this quarter 
than in Fall Quarter 2020 
and 15 of the 468 courses 
had a waitlist of 50 students 
or more.

In Fall Quarter 2019, there 
were 103,697 total seats 
available in undergraduate 
courses, and in Fall Quarter 
2020, there were 105,749 
seats available. The number 
of undergraduate students 
was similar, with 23,349 in 
fall 2019 and 23,196 in fall 
2020, according to third-
week registration reports by 
the UCSB Off ice of Budget & 
Planning.

By contrast, this fa l l 
there are 97,586 tota l 
undergraduate seats available 
— a 7.7% decrease from 2020 
— though the number of 
undergraduates enrolled this 
quarter has not been released 
by the university yet.

The economics department 
had the greatest increase in 
the number of undergraduate 
seats available compared to 
all departments, increasing 
its count by 652 since fall 
2019 to offer 5,189 seats in 
the current quarter.

The exercise & sport studies 
department has decreased 
the number of spots available 
from 4,197 in 2019 to only 
1,576 this year, with 576 and 
559 spots f illed in 2020 and 
2021, respectively.

The other two departments 
with the largest decreases 
in total space since fall 
2020 are the Department 
of Anthropology and the 
Department of Statistics and 
Applied Probability (PSTAT). 

The Depar tment of 
Anthropology increased its 
number of seats from 2,738 
in fall 2019 to 3,820 seats 
the next year. However, the 
number of seats offered for 
fall 2021 has been halved to 
1,878 seats. 

The PSTAT department 
increased the number of seats 
by 101 for fall 2020, with 
3,934 seats available, which 
has decreased by 37.4% to 
2461 seats for fall 2021.

As for the f irst day of 
class, Sept. 23, every single 
department except for writing 
& literature (College of 
Creative Studies) had at least 
one course with students on 
the waitlist.

The course with the largest 
waitlist was DANCE 45, a 
class with a maximum space 
of 600 students and a waitlist 
of 117 students on the f irst 
day of class. This course is 
able to accommodate more 
students as it is being held 
asynchronously through the 
GauchoSpace site.  

The department with 
the greatest number of 
waitlists across its courses 
is the PSTAT department, 
with four of its 13 courses 
of fered having a waitlist 
of more than 50 students. 
The English department 
had the second greatest 
number of students on the 
waitlist, with two of the 15 
courses having a waitlist of 
more than 50 students. The 
department with the third 
greatest waitlist numbers 
was the history department, 
with 24 courses having an 
active waitlist on the f irst 
day of class, comprising a 
greater spread of waitlisted 
classes compared to PSTAT 
or English.

Proposal To Turn Platform 
Holly Into a “Green Lighthouse” 

Gathers Community Support
Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor

The nonprofit organization 
Americas Green Corps created 
a proposal to transform the 
abandoned oil platform, 
Platform Holly, into a “Green 
Lighthouse” in December 2020 
and is continuing to gather public 
support. 

The proposal outlines 
a transformation of the 
platform into a lighthouse 
that simultaneously mitigates 
oil seepage and promotes 
aquaculture.

Platform Holly was originally 
slated for decommission in 2020 
after Venoco, the company that 
owned the oil platform, filed for 
bankruptcy in 2017 and turned 
over the platform to the California 
State Lands Commission (SLC). 

However, the process has 
since stalled, and proposals for 
various plans of action have been 
presented to the SLC since then, 
including the “Green Lighthouse,” 
which was proposed to the SLC 
in December 2020. 

The “Green Lighthouse” was 
conceptualized by Ryan Davis, 
creative director of Americas 
Green Corps, as a way of 
converting the abandoned oil 
platform into an ecologically 
useful monument.

“California committed to 
100% renewable energy, so it’s 
quite an interesting narrative to 
turn an oil platform over into 
a wind, solar and sea-powered 
lighthouse,” Davis said.

The lighthouse proposal 
involves placing a rock mass 
around the platform and filling 
up the structure with the rock 
— which Davis says will likely 
be granite — to the top deck of 
the platform, then mounting a 
lighthouse atop the rock mass. 
The lighthouse will be powered 
by a wind-power generator.

The lighthouse has several 
benef its, according to Davis, 
one major advantage being 
the mitigation of oil seepage. 
Platform Holly is placed 
directly on top of an oil seep, 
and the constant extraction of 
the resource — which involved 
placing pressurized pipes in the 
Earth — caused degradation of 

the sea f loor, resulting in oil 
continuing to trickle up to the 
surface. 

“If we place a rock mass atop 
the seep, seep [will] percolate 
up through the rock mass, and 
that should help mitigate some 
of that oil sludge from making it 
to shore. We’re not going to stop 
at all, but if we can mitigate some 
and improve the water quality, 
that’s a plus,” Davis said.

The rock mass will also 
promote growth of aquaculture 
and form a new underwater 
ecosystem.

“[The rock mass will act as an] 
underwater seed for aquaculture, 
it’s going to become a catalyst for 
the growth of reefs, of whatever 
grass decides to take root there 
and of kelp. It’s 210 feet deep, so 
by raising the sea f loor just a bit, 
we will allow the kelp to be able 
to grow from the rock mouse up 
to the top up to the surface. That 
whole process should create an 
ecosystem as well,” Davis said. 

Because of its close 
proximity to UC Santa Barbara, 
Davis said he envisions the 
lighthouse functioning as a 
“living laboratory” for  UCSB 
researchers, who can study the 
aquaculture growth.

“I specif ically wanted this 
[lighthouse to be constructed] 
with the support of the 
University of California, because 
I’ve thought about the research 
opportunities and additional 
scientific opportunities that are 
associated with having this thing 
right here in your backyard.”

The “Green Lighthouse” 

remains a proposal, as the SLC 
has not decided on an official 
course of action yet, and other 
proposals have included complete 
removal of the structure and 
plugging up the lines. Davis said, 
however, that complete removal 
of the platform doesn’t allow for 
any possible seepage mitigation, 
while the lighthouse does.

“If it’s completely removed, the 
water quality will be as it is, and 
whatever damage has been done, 
we will continue to deal with for 
the rest of our lives.”

Davis hopes to establish 
the lighthouse as a national 
monument with Governor Gavin 
Newsom and President Joe 
Biden’s approval if the plan is 
approved by the SLC. 

Additionally, to honor 
the Chumash heritage of the 
area, Davis wants to name 
the lighthouse the “Hutash 
Lighthouse” with the permission 
of Chumash community elders, 
as Hutash is the Chumash name 
for Mother Earth.

Currently, Davis is seeking to 
rally community support for the 
lighthouse proposal and has been 
holding meetings at the Santa 
Barbara Maritime Museum on 
the third Wednesday of every 
month at 5 p.m.

“The idea to turn this structure 
into a ‘Green Lighthouse’ is like 
a seed that we can plant into 
the minds of all of those who 
see our completed product, and 
they will from there imagine 
what else we could do with other 
pieces of aging or derelict oil 
infrastructure,” Davis said. 

PSTAT and Econ Courses Make Up 
Four of the Top 5 Courses With the 

Largest Waitlists

Note: Waitlist numbers for lectures are determined by the greatest 
waitlist number for any individual section as students may sign up for 
multiple section waitlists. 
Source: UCSB GOLD
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UCSB Departments Offer 8,163 
Fewer Seats This Quarter Than in 

Fall 2020

Source: UCSB GOLD
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The lighthouse proposal involves placing a rock mass around the 
platform, then mounting a lighthouse atop it.
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Annual UCPD Report Shows Increase in Burglaries, 
Motor Vehicle Threats in 2020

Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

The UC Santa Barbara Police 
Department released their 2021 
Annual Security & Fire Safety 
Report on Sept. 29, which 
included crime statistics for the 
last three years and revealed 
an increase in burglaries and 
motor vehicle thefts in 2020.

The Annual Security & Fire 
Safety Report is compiled by 
the UC Santa Barbara Police 
Department (UCPD) and 
made available to students 
and employees as required by 
the Clery Act: a federal act 
requiring schools that receive 
Title IV funding to provide 
information about crimes on 
and around campus and safety 
policies. 

UCPD worked with Campus 
Security Authorities and the 
Santa Barbara Sheriff ’s Off ice to 
compile crimes that occured on 
university property, including 
of f-campus housing and 
surrounding public properties. 
The report also states that 
all reported crimes are listed, 
regardless of whether a police 
investigation was conducted.

The Clery Act requires 
institutions to report on four 
categories of crime: criminal 
of fenses, Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) offenses, 
arrests and referrals for 
disciplinary action and hate 
crimes. 

The criminal of fenses 
category includes criminal 
homicide, sexual assault, 
robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, motor vehical theft 
and arson, while VAWA offenses 
include domestic violence, 
dating violence and stalking. 
There were 121 reported cases 
of criminal and VAWA offenses 
in 2020.

In total, there were 63 fewer 
criminal and VAWA offense 
crimes in 2020 compared to 
2019. The two crimes that saw 
the biggest percentage decrease 
were domestic violence and 
stalking, decreasing by 75% 
and 66%, respectively. 

Stalking has been the most 
reported crime in the last three 
years with 65 cases in both 
2018 and 2019. In 2020, stalking 
decreased to 22 cases, making 
it the second-most common 
crime that year. 

Burglary was the most 
common crime in 2020 with 
36 cases, an increase of 18 
cases from the previous year. 
Of the 18 additional cases, 17 
occurred on campus but not in 
student housing. 

The arrests and referrals for 
disciplinary action category 
includes reports for people 
aff iliated with UCSB violating 
liquor, drug or weapons laws. 
In 2020, there were 392 reports 
of these violations, a decrease 
from the 936 reports in 2019 
and the 1054 reports in 2018.

In 2020, 59% of the arrests 
and referrals for disciplinary 
action were for liquor law 
violations. This number has 
been decreasing, though, 
from 830 reports of liquor 
law violations in 2018 to 232 
reports in 2020.

In 2020, 64% of all arrests 
and deferrals occurred inside of 
student housing. Furthermore, 
there was only one instance 
of an arrest inside of student 
housing in 2020 — the single 
weapons law violation of that 
year — and no instances of 
disciplinary action taken 
outside of student housing.

There was one reported hate 
crime in both 2018 and 2019 
and no reported hate crimes 
in 2020. ALEX RUDOLPH / DAILY NEXUS 

Oldest University Center Food Vendor Celebrates 30 Years
Skylar Moore
Reporter

Located in the Arbor on the 
UC Santa Barbara campus, Peter 
Gaum’s German Bratwurst stand 
has been serving hot food to 
hungry students since 1991. On 
Sept. 24, the stand — formally 
named Die Wetzel, but now 
known more commonly as 
Authentic German Sausage and 
Pretzels — celebrated 30 years of 
establishment. 

Gaum moved to the United 
States from Germany in 
1988 at age 30 to work for the 
German department at UCSB. 
After meeting his then-wife, 
complications with the birth of 
their child resulted in outstanding 
hospital bills and Gaum began 
searching for financial relief. It 
was then that he turned toward 
opening a hot dog stand to 
bring in extra money. 

The Arbor previously 
housed a hamburger 
stand, but due to 
its ineff iciency, the 
operation was ha l t e d , 
opening a spot up 
for Gaum. 
His food 
was brought to 
the UCen Dining 
Committee for samples, 
and he was offered the 
cart and space on the 
strip.

From there, Gaum 
opened another stand in 
Santa Barbara’s shopping 
mall, Paseo Nuevo, and 
has also bought a clothing 
boutique downtown with 
his current girlfriend called 
Love Bird. The bratwurst 
stand in Paseo Nuevo has 
since been sold.

Additionally, Gaum 
started a small wholesale 
bakery to locally produce the 
buns and pretzels. He has made 

contact with a German butcher in 
Los Angeles, who makes all the 
sausages authentic to how they’re 
produced in Germany. 

After the COVID-19 shutdown 
and campus closures, like many 
other restaurants, Gaum’s stand 
was forced to close. However, 
campus activity since the start of 
Fall Quarter 2021 has jumpstarted 
business again.

“I lost about 80% of my sales in 
the bakery, too,” Gaum said. “Just 
because most of our customers 
were hotels, coffee houses, 
hospitals, so they were shot too. 
It was a tough year and a half, but 
right now it’s making up for it.” 

According to Gaum, the 
“back-to-school rush” has made 
the stand the busiest it’s been in 
around 25 years. 

“I don’t know what’s 
going on, but we have 

10 times more 
people walking 
around than 
before COVID[-
19]. Everyone 
misses the social 

interaction, 
so it’s actually 

really fun to be 
out here right 
now and see the 
liveliness again,” 
Gaum said. 

Gaum said 
he loves his job 
because of the 
array of people 
he’s able to meet. 

“Every year 
it’s a new start, 

because there 
are new students 
coming on campus 
and so we have 

to reintroduce them and lose 

our loyal customers. And so it’s 
constantly just kind of making 
people aware we’re here and what 
we offer,” Gaum said. 

“But my favorite part is seeing 
the same smiling people over and 
over. I’ve been here for 30 years, 
there are lots of people coming to 
the stand for 30 years and it’s nice, 
just to somehow stay in touch with 
this community out here.”

Through his time at the cart, 

Gaum has been able to meet 
various Nobel Prize winners, along 
with theoretical physicist Stephen 
Hawking. 

“He stopped by and I chatted 
with him for 15 minutes,” Gaum 
said. 

Gaum said his business never 
started as a childhood aspiration 
but that he still values it as an 
example of adapting to whatever 
life throws at you.

“This was never a dream of 
mine,” Gaum said. “My idea was 
to be a professor and running a 
business was never in the picture. 
But I think the financial pressure 
of having a kid and starting a 
family and then the complication 
with hospital bills — you have to 
learn to be f lexible. Life throws 
curveballs at you and it’s up to you 
how you react. I think f lexibility in 
life is just a great denominator to 

go through tough times.”
Now, 30 years later, Gaum’s 

stand is a cherished member of the 
Arbor, bringing business, success 
and lasting memories. 

“We’ve been here for 30 years at 
this spot,” Gaum said. “It’s like our 
spot. I love it out here.”

The Authentic German Sausage 
and Pretzel stand is open Monday 
through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. each day in the Arbor. 
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Bill’s Bus Needs Your Help
Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

Bill’s Bus — a Santa Barbara 
bussing service with the intention 
of providing users an alternative 
to driving under the influence — is 
experiencing a hike in insurance 
costs and is seeking help from the 
community to cover this excess 
cost. 

Unable to pay the rising fees and 
in an effort to keep the company 
alive, Craig Jenkins, current owner 
and operator of Bill’s Bus, organized 
a GoFundMe fundraiser to cover 
their vehicle registration and 
insurance costs. The GoFundMe, 
started Sept. 27, has a goal of 
$75,000 with $14,066 raised. 

Services are currently suspended 
until further notice. 

Bill’s Bus began in 1991 and 
was taken over by Jenkins from 
previous owner Bill Singer in 2001. 

Isla Vista residents previously 
utilized this shuttle —  which 
runs between 6575 Seville Road 
in I.V. and State Street and Cota 
Street in downtown Santa Barbara 
— to ensure their safe return 
home. While it was running, the 
service made hourly pickups from 
Thursday nights to Saturday nights 
from 9:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., with 
1:30 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. drop-offs.

“It was late 2001, and I owned 
a nightclub in town when 
[Singer] decided he wasn’t going 
to [operate Bill’s Bus] anymore, 
and we happened to cross paths 
at a restaurant downtown over 
winter break,” Jenkins said. “I just 

happened to ask when the bus 
can be running again, and he said, 
‘We’re shutting it down.’”

“I hit the ground running, there 
has been no break in service and 
I’ve been doing it ever since.” 

Users pay $10 for a round trip and 
$5 for a one-way trip, but Jenkins 
said that his ultimate goal with 
Bill’s Bus is to make the service free 
to students. 

“That’s always been my dream 
— either [the cost] being subsidized 
by the university or alumni or a 
$4 increase in student fees — that 
any student could just get on [the 
bus] for free and not worry about 
drinking and driving,” he said. 

However, due to the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Bill’s 
Bus was forced to stop operations 
in March 2020. Additionally, the 
service’s insurance company filed 
for bankruptcy in May 2020, 
leaving Bill’s Bus to either pause 
operations or find new insurance. 

“We decided to sit tight and wait 
until things started to open back 
up,” Jenkins said.

Over a year later, in May 2021, 
Jenkins began searching for new 
insurance companies to contract 
with. The search has proven 
difficult, as the rates given by 
companies he came into contact 
with were set above his price range. 

“Because we have a lapse in 
coverage from March 2020 to May 
2021, no insurance company wants 
to give us a discounted rate that 
we’ve earned after having 20 years 
of no incidents,” he said. 

The cheapest rate Bill’s Bus 

received was $20,000 per bus per 
year, which would cost $100,000 in 
fees for the five buses currently in 
operation. 

“People were asking, ‘Why don’t 
you get a loan?’ but we’ve already 
maxed out the $50,000 [Small 
Business Administration] loan, and 
we still owe that back,” Jenkins said. 

Bill’s Bus is now seeking help 
from the community to cover 
the difference in costs from this 
current rate to their previous rate. 
The company has partnered with 
Arrive Alive Santa Barbara, a local 
nonprofit that works to provide 
safe alternatives to drinking and 
driving, with their GoFundMe 
fundraiser.

With this collaboration and a 
UC Santa Barbara alumna recently 
agreeing to match all donations 
dollar-for-dollar, Jenkins is 
optimistic about meeting the goal 
of the fundraiser.

“It’s been a really great outpouring 
of support, but we still have a long 
way to go,” he said. 

In the long term, Jenkins hopes 
that his dream to make Bill’s Bus 
free to students will come true and 
sees this fundraiser as a step toward 
this goal. 

“Right now is the GoFundMe 
and reaching out to alumni and 
trying to rally donations from the 
community and the university to 
hopefully bring my 20-year dream 
of making it a free service to kids 
… Before I give up on this whole 
service, I’m going to try everything 
I can think of to make it work,” he 
said. 

Bill’s Bus began in 1991 and was taken over by current owner Craig Jenkins from previous owner Bill 
Singer in 2001.
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Assistant Professor and 
Researcher Earns Harold J. 

Plous Award
Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

Last month, Carolina Arias, an 
assistant professor of biology and 
researcher at UC Santa Barbara, 
earned this year’s Harold J. Plous 
Award for her extensive work in 
COVID-19 research.

Established to honor the 
memory of Harold J. Plous, an 
assistant professor in the UCSB’s 
Department of Economics, the 
Harold J. Plous award is the 
highest honor a junior faculty 
member at UCSB can receive 
from the College of Letters and 
Science, recognizing awardees 
for outstanding performance and 
promise. 

Arias’ award-winning COVID-
19 research work involved “the 
development of the campus’s 
asymptomatic COVID-19 
surveillance program, the 
establishment of a clinical-grade 
CLIA laboratory for COVID-19 
testing and the development of a 
program for genomic sequencing 
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
the identification of its variants,” 
according to the UCSB Current. 

Pre-COVID, Arias’ research 
lab worked with herpes and 
Zika viruses, searching for the 
mechanisms that these viruses 
use to take over cell systems and 
create proteins that allow them 
to multiply and divide. Within 
the last year, however, the lab has 
added SARS-CoV-2 to this list.

The lab, having been established 
for less than five years, took a 
hard hit during the onset of the 
pandemic, according to Arias.

“As a virologist, it was very hard 
for me to just be sitting idle and not 
respond,” Arias said.

Thus, she began reaching out to 
her colleagues and collaborating 
with other institutions, including 
the Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital 
and the Santa Barbara County 

Public Health Department.
“We have to do something, 

right? We have the expertise, we 
have the tools. We have the ways 
to try to figure something out 
that we can help with and try to 
address the crisis, especially for 
our community,” Arias said. 

Arias realized early on in the 
pandemic that a reliable source 
of information was needed, and 
she also helped to interpret and 
translate credible information 
on COVID-19 into Spanish for 
UCSB’s Hispanic community.

“There was … so much 
misinformation that I consider it 
my work to go and see what is 
out there. What is the truth, and 
how could I transmit it to my 
community?” she said. 

Arias said she wants to remind 
the world that scientists and 
professors are, in fact, people, too, 
and humanize them to students 
and the general population.

“Something that I’ve always 
tried to do in my classes and in my 
lab is I like to humanize scientists. 
I like to humanize professors. I like 
to show that we are people that 
go through challenges, and we 
are people that go through happy 
situations and know problems,” 
she said.

Arias was born and raised in 
Colombia, originally from the 
capital of the country, Bogotá. She 
moved to the United States when 
she was 21 years old. In 2016, 
she came to Santa Barbara with 
her husband and two children, 
attracted to both the natural 
environment of the area and 
academic environment of UCSB.

“I wanted to find a place where 
I could grow on both of those 
aspects: to grow in my scientific 
research and also grow as a 
mentor,” Arias said. “Santa Barbara 
offered a very unique environment 
where you have a lot of different 
disciplines that are people working 

together.”
Arias’ parents were also 

scientists: Her father was a doctor 
of medicine and her mother was a 
clinical bacteriologist. With both 
of her parents working, Arias spent 
most of her time as a child with 
her grandfather, a construction 
worker, and her grandmother, a 
teacher.

“I think that environment — 
being exposed to the scientific 
side, especially from my mom and 
dad, and that curiosity kind of 
driven teaching from my grandma 
— showed me that you could do 
whatever you want,” Arias said.

Later, she found her passion 
working in the lab and decided to 
pursue microbiology.

“The sense of discovery — it 
never gets old. It’s this feeling when 
you know you are the first person 
seeing something,” Arias said 
regarding her favorite part about 
being in the lab. “The sense of 
wonder — no matter how much we 
think we know about a question, 
or a problem, or a system, there’s 
always a surprise in there.”

Currently, the professor 
co-teaches a few graduate courses 
at the university, including a class 
about gene expression regulation. 
In the spring, she is looking forward 
to teaching an undergraduate 
course in general animal virology.

She believes that a major value 
in her career is training the next 
generation of scientists to be 
successful.

“There are different ways that 
we contribute. We have to help 
and to use our expertise for good 
to be able to help our community 
in a time of need,” she said.

“I don’t want another pandemic, 
but being able to live through this 
time and having had the chance 
to help and having had the chance 
to be able to use our skills and 
our minds for good was very 
meaningful for me,” Arias said.



SPORTS
Ben Roethlisberger’s swan song 
in Pittsburgh is turning into an 
ugly duckling story pretty quickly 
as three straight losses have put 
the Steelers in last place in the 

AFC North.

Armchair QB
The Gauchos currently sit in fourth 

place in the Big West standings and hope 
to move up the leaderboard before the Big 

West Tournament in November. 

UCSB Athletics
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Women’s Soccer Wins and Draws in Weekend Matches
Preston Espar
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara 
women’s soccer team went 
1-0-1 this past weekend 
by beating the UC Davis 
Aggies 1-0 and tying with 
the Hawai’i Rainbow 
Wahines 0-0. The victory 
and draw move the Gauchos 
to a record of 4-6-3 as they 
continue their last month 
of regular season play. The 
Gauchos currently sit in 
fourth place in the Big West 
standings and hope to move 
up the leaderboard before 
the Big West Tournament in 
November. 

On Thursday, UCSB 
traveled to Aggie Soccer 
Field to take on conference 
rival UC Davis. The Gauchos 
began the game sluggish 
and continued their trend 
of struggling to score in 
games. UCSB barely tested 
UC Davis goalkeeper Nicki 
Rucki, as she was forced to 
only make one save in the 
first half. The Gauchos shot 
4 other times but missed the 
target completely. Hawai’i 
was able to get 2 shots 
on goal; however, UCSB 
goalkeeper Evann Smith 
was able to send everything 
away. UCSB was forced to 
defend for most of the first 
half and did so aggressively 
by committing 7 first-half 

team fouls, as they also 
gave Hawai’i 3 corner kicks. 
UCSB was only able to 
attempt 1 corner kick in the 
first half.

The slow start continued 
in the second half, as no 
goals were scored. However, 
the Gauchos tested Rucki a 
bit more by adding another 
2 shots on goal. The UCSB 
defenders played well, as no 
shots on goal were conced-
ed by the Gauchos for the 
rest of the game. No corners 
were taken in the second 
half, while both teams were 
called for fouls twice. With 
no change in the score, the 
match went to overtime.

The overtime period fin-
ished after only a few min-
utes. In the 97th minute, 
UCSB forward Leila Em-
merson fired a shot from her 
left foot into the right side 
of the net. The golden goal 
ended the game at 1-0 and 
put UCSB back into the win 
column after their 1-0 defeat 
against Cal State Fullerton. 
The goal was assisted by 
Shaye Douglas and Alyssa 
O’Brien. 

UCSB looked to carry 
their momentum over the 
Pacific Ocean as they went 
to Waipi’o Peninsula Soccer 
Stadium to take on Hawai’i. 
The Gauchos played with 
much more pace than they 
had in previous games and 

continued to attack Hawai’i 
goalkeeper Lauren Mar-
quez. UCSB had 5 shots on 
goal in the first half alone. 
However, even with more 
chances, the Gauchos did 
not manage to score. Gau-
cho goalkeeper Evann Smith 
played spectacularly, as she 
made 5 first-half saves. 

The attack gradually 
moved away from Hawai’i’s 
side of the field to UCSB’s 
as Hawai’i had 2 more shots 
than UCSB in the second 
half. The game became 
very physical, as both teams 
combined for a total of 13 
second-half fouls. Smith was 
forced to make 1 more save, 
which was enough to send 
the game to overtime. 

The first half of overtime 
saw UCSB with a rejuvenat-
ed attack as they had 3 shots 
in the 10-minute period. The 
final shot was the closest, as 
UCSB forward Elise Ziem 
hit the crossbar in the 100th 
minute. Nothing else came 
close to the goal for the rest 
of the game as UCSB and 
Hawai’i finished the game 
tied at 0-0. 

UCSB will look to get 
another positive result this 
Thursday as they continue 
Big West Conference play 
against the Cal State North-
ridge Matadors. UCSB will 
take on CSU Bakersfield on 
Sunday.

NEXUS FILE PHOTO

Garret Harcourt & Preston 
Espar
Sports Editors

This week’s college football 
slate was, on paper, supposed 
to involve instant classics and 
somewhat tightly contested 
games. That proved not to be 
the case as the higher-ranked 
teams dominated the lower-
ranked teams, with exceptions 
in the Florida versus Kentucky 
game and Stanford versus 
Oregon game.

 Starting with one of the 
two upsets of the week, the 
unranked Kentucky Wildcats 
beat the ninth-ranked Florida 
Gators. Although the Gators 
outgained them in the air and 
on the ground, the Wildcats 
had 115 penalty yards which 
contributed to their 7-point 
win. 

 Then, in the Oregon versus 
Stanford game, the No. 3 
Oregon Ducks were narrowly 
beaten 31-24 in an overtime 
game that could’ve gone either 
way.

 No. 1-ranked Alabama 
crushed the 11th-ranked Ole 
Miss Rebels behind a dominant 
run defense and superb rushing 
attack. Alabama’s running 
back rushed the ball 36 times, 
racking up 171 rushing yards 
and 4 touchdowns.  

 No. 2 Georgia showed why 
they have one of the best teams 
in the nation, dominating 
the No. 7 ranked Arkansas 
Razorbacks 37-0. Arguably the 
best defense in the nation shut 
out the Razorbacks and held 
them to a mere 162 total yards 
of offense. 

 The No. 6 Cincinnati versus 
No. 10 Notre Dame game had 

signif icant impacts on the rest 
of the season’s college football 
playoff. Cincinnati quarterback 
Desmond Ridder proved to be 
the difference-maker in the 
ballgame, throwing for 297 
yards and 2 touchdowns. 

 With Notre Dame not being 
in a conference, this drops their 
chances to make the playoffs 
and boosts Cincinnati’s case 
since they are in a weaker 
division.   

In professional football, the 
NFL saw a week of upsets, 
broken records and bittersweet 
reunions. After both New 
York teams started 0-3, the 
Jets and the Giants were able 
to squeak by the Tennessee 
Titans and New Orleans Saints, 
respectively. 

Jets rookie quarterback Zach 
Wilson was able to secure his 
f irst victory as a professional, 
while Giants quarterback 

Daniel Jones continued his 
season of impressive play by 
throwing for 402 yards for the 
f irst time in his career while 
adding 2 passing touchdowns 
and 27 rushing yards. 

Another impressive upset 
was the Arizona Cardinals’ 
road victory against the Los 
Angeles Rams. Both teams 
came into the game undefeated 
and looked to take control of 
the NFC West. 

Arizona and early-season 
MVP candidate Kyler Murray 
came out with poise and 
aggression as they defeated the 
Rams 37-20. The Cardinals’ 
running backs had a day to 
remember as Chase Edmonds 
rushed for 120 yards while 
James Conner scored 2 
touchdowns for his team. After 
four weeks, Arizona looks like 
a Super Bowl contender.

On NBC’s “Sunday Night 
Football,” Tom Brady returned 
to New England for the f irst 
time after leaving behind a 
two-decade-long dynasty 
to play for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Brady was met 
with applause from Patriot fans 
and the organization played a 
video tribute to him on the 
jumbotron. 

Regardless of the 
sentimentality, Brady and the 
Bucs came to play as they 
defeated New England 19-17. 
A completion to wide receiver 
Mike Evans in the f irst quarter 
was enough for Brady to pass 
quarterback Drew Brees for 
the most passing yards in NFL 
history.

The Buccaneers will continue 
their Super Bowl defense next 
week when they will take on 
the Miami Dolphins. 

National Football League 
and NCAA Quarter Recap

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

The Gaucho 
women’s volleyball 
team has had an 
up-and-down season 
leading up to their 
most recent stretch 
of league games. 
However, starting out 
in the league 2-0 was 
huge as they came 
to defeat conference 
rivals Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo and Cal 
State Bakersf ield 
this past weekend, 
moving up to 4-0. 

The first game of 
the weekend set took 
place on Friday, Oct. 
1, at Cal Poly’s Mott 
Athletics Center. 

The Gauchos had 
no issues dealing 
with the Mustangs 
in this go-around as 
they swept them in 
three straight sets. 
While the Mustangs 
couldn’t f inish their 
attempts to kill, the 
Gauchos dominated 
their chances, having 
a .347 overall kill 
percentage. 

 The Gauchos 
also dominated 
defensively, having 10 
blocks — two more 
than the Mustangs 
— and 55 digs, as 
compared to 34 digs 
for the Mustangs. 

 Senior middle 
blocker Rowan Ennis 
was a standout player 
for the Gauchos, 
having 11 total 

chances and converting 
9 kills while making only 
1 error. 

 Another great 
performance was turned 
in by the dependable 
sophomore middle 
blocker Deni Wilson, 
who had 12 attempts and 
5 kills, committing no 
errors. 

Moving on to the 
second game on 
Saturday, the Gauchos 
had a hiccup in the 
second set, but other 
than that, outperformed 
Bakersfield. 

In the second set of the 
game, the Gauchos had 
a zero-kill percentage as 
they committed 11 errors 
and 11 kills with their 46 
total chances. 

The other three sets 
proved to be no problem 
for UCSB as they went 
on to win each of the 
three sets at 25 points 
each with no additional 
set points to win.  

Ennis had herself a 
perfect game with a 0.5 
kill percentage, 12 kills in 
22 attempts and a mere 
1 error. 

 Freshman outside 
hitter Michelle Ohwobete 
had a great game per 
usual, notching 14 kills to 
go with a couple of errors 
in 29 attempts. Ohwobete 
had the second-most 
attempts in this game 
and the most in the f irst 
match against Cal Poly. 

An area where the 
Gauchos haven’t been as 
effective is on the serve as 
they were outnumbered 

in both games in the 
serve aces. 

All in all, the Gauchos 
moved to 8-8 overall on 
the season, 4-0 in league 
play and 7-3 in their last 
10 games. 

UCSB’s women’s 
volleyball team will go 
on to face Long Beach 

State on Friday and 
Cal State Fullerton on 
Saturday. The Gauchos 
will go in on a high note 
while Long Beach State 
and the Titans each 
took losses to Hawai’i 
in their last conference 
games and are both 1-3 
in conference play. 

UCSB Women’s Volleyball Stays 
Undefeated During League Play

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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“No Eating Indoors” Rule 
Disappoints Local Whores

Farting Man in Girvetz Must’ve 
Forgotten He Can’t Mute Himself

Sierra Vakili
Ass. Editor

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY – Mask up, 
Gauchos! There’s a new sheriff in town by 
the name of Corona Virus, and she’s a feisty 
dominatrix with a thing for masks. Given the 
cruel circumstances of Ms. Rona’s reign, UC 
Santa Barbara has got some new rules in place, 
one of which is keeping that gosh-darned 
face covering on at all times (including over 
your nose, Jonathan). As a result, no eating is 
permitted in indoor spaces, a rule that evoked 
a fiery rage from campus’ arguably most 
radical anti-mask community: the whores who 
engage in public cunnilingus. 

“I’m totally gonna miss getting sucked off 
in the lib,” said some guy who has definitely 
never gotten sucked off in the lib. “Now I have 
to keep my mask on to ensure the safety of 
myself and those around me, especially at-risk 
groups like immunocompromised broskis and 
homies over the age of 70. Like, what the 
fuck, dude?” the guy roared, some of his saliva 
landing on our Nexustentialism field reporter. 
Our reporter’s COVID-19 rapid test came back 
negative.

However, some slutty Gauchos agree that 
sacrifices need to be made in these times 

for the sake of everyone’s safety. “It’s an 
easy choice, you know?” fourth-year student 
Igor Taboner said. “There are two options: 
spreading an infectious disease or wearing a 
mask while I go down on my girlfriend in a 
study room. Seems pretty obvious to me.” 

Other students, however, aren’t as lucky. 
Second-year student Fia Latio Zoomed in from 
UCSB isolation housing to tell Nexustentialism 
about the risks of indoor dick-eating. “I thought 
it was just going to be regular exhibitionism on 
eighth, but then he gave me COVID!” Latio 
said, breaking down in tears. “I wish I had 
worn a mask!”

When push comes to shove, some Gauchos 
have been forced to take up crafty solutions. 
“They never said no drinking!” exclaimed an 
anonymous Gaucho with a straw. 

To mitigate COVID-19 exposure risk, whores 
are advised to take their public oral sex to 
alternative outdoor locations, such as library 
patios, the UCen lawn or good old-fashioned 
Campus Point. However, University Library 
administrators know that this rule probably 
won’t stop some of you. Anyway, just make 
sure to be safe, get consent and wear that 
mask. 

Natalie Kothergirls is hungry. 

Bee Neeter
Stank Sergeant First Class

There are many adjustments to make as we 
return to in-person instruction — how to use 
bike lanes, find decent food at Carillo, navigate 
a run-in with an ex-f ling at the lib or actually 
put on pants with some regularity, for example. 
For this apparent f latulence fiend terrorizing 
Girvetz 2115, sphincter control appears to 
have been an oversight in the shift from online 
classes. 

“What’s so absurd about it is that he shows 
no remorse, none at all,” reports a bewildered 
witness from the scene. “The toot rips out 
with a cacophonous boom, unapologetic, 
cascading, strong enough to move mountains, 
loud enough to deafen all the ears. The fart 
says, ‘I am courageous, I am here, I am stinky,’ 
but the farter himself just keeps taking notes 
like nothing ever happened.”   

Though there are several working theories 

as to why this man cuts his cheese so callously 
(legume addiction, domestic terrorism), the 
most likely answer is that he simply forgot 
that he can no longer mute himself. It’s an 
honest mistake we might consider forgiving, 
as the “post”-pandemic lifestyle seems to be 
conducive to slip-ups. One might walk out of 
their car without a mask or forget to provide 
housing for hundreds of students. Nobody’s 
perfect, right?

Ill-intentioned or not, other students are 
calling for action to be taken against the Farting 
Man. Bureaucratic wheels are in motion to 
get beans banned from dining halls and for 
Student Health to install Lactaid dispensers 
throughout campus. In the meantime, it is 
suggested that the students of Girvetz swap 
out regular masks for military-grade CM-6M 
tactical gas masks. 

Bee Neeter always gets three full servings of fiber 
each day.
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Nexustentialism Freshman Watch!
“Six freshman girls stopped with their bikes in the 

entrance of the Pardall bike tunnel. One asked me, in a 
British accent, if I could take a photo of them. After the 
photo, another biker yelled at them for blocking the bike 
path and the girls yelled back that they ‘thought this was 

supposed to be a supportive community.’”
-Nexustentialism Editor
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Artsweek Picks: The Buzziest Coming Attractions of Fall 2021
Sunidhi Sridhar
Artsweek Editor

Moviegoers, rejoice! As theaters 
are opening their doors to the 
public once again, cinephiles can 
start marking their calendars in 
anticipation of the fall season’s 
most talked-about f ilms all set 
to hit the big screen. Here is 
Artsweek’s selection of upcoming 
movie releases you should check 
out in the coming weeks! 

“Dune” 
Director: Denis Villeneuve 
Starring: Timothée Chalamet, 
Zendaya, Rebecca Ferguson

Villeneuve’s futuristic sci-f i 
f ilm, the f irst installation of a 
two-part adaptation of American 
author Frank Herbert’s 1965 novel 
of the same name, has already 
been released internationally for 
three weeks. If its critical and 
commercial reception abroad is 
to be any indication, “Dune” is 
poised to make an impressive 
debut in the U.S. market. 
Timothée Chalamet (“Call Me 
By Your Name,” “Little Women”) 
takes some time off from the role 
of everyone’s internet boyfriend 
to star as Paul Atreides, a young 
man of the noble Atreides family 
who leads the f ight to protect his 
family and the people of Arrakis, 
his desert planet, against enemy 
forces. “Dune,” which also features 
it-girl Zendaya (“Euphoria,” “The 
Greatest Showman”) as Chani, 
a native woman of Arrakis 
and Chalamet’s love interest, 
premieres on Oct. 22 in theaters 
and will stream exclusively on 
HBO Max. 

“Last Night in Soho” 
Director: Edgar Wright
Starr ing: Anya Taylor-Joy, 
Thomasin McKenzie, Matt Smith

Just in time for Halloween, 
English f i lmmaker Edgar 

Wright (“Baby Driver,” “Shaun 
of the Dead”) brings audiences 
a psychological horror f lick 
that is lifted by the gripping 
performances of its two brilliant 
leading ladies. Thomasin 
McKenzie (“Jojo Rabbit,” “Leave 
No Trace”) takes on the starring 
role of Eloise, a burgeoning 
fashion designer who moves to 
London to pursue her studies 
in the f ield but is haunted by 
the ghostly memory of her 
deceased mother. Struggling to 
settle into her new life, Eloise 
mysteriously begins to dream 
that she travels back in time 
to 1966 and enters the body of 
the glamorous and fun-loving 
Sandy, portrayed by breakout 
star Anya Taylor-Joy (“The 
Queen’s Gambit,” “Split”), and 
her dreams soon take on a more 
horrif ic form. After premiering 
at the 78th annual Venice 
International Film Festival 
last month to mixed critical 
response, Wright’s f lashy 
thriller is still making waves 
among moviegoers ahead of 
its exclusive theater rollout on 
Oct. 29. 

“The Harder They Fall”
Director: Jeymes Samuel
Starring: Idris Elba, Jonathan 
Majors, Regina King

“The Harder They Fall,” a 
Western f i lm from Netf lix’s 
production studio — where 
vindictive outlaw Nat Love 
seeks to avenge the murder 
of his parents at the hands 
of rival gang member Rufus 
Buck — is already generating 
a lot of hype ahead of its Nov. 
3 release on the streaming 
plat form. Love, played by 
Jonathan Majors (“Lovecraf t 
Country,” “Da 5 Bloods”) 
rounds up a group of cowboys 
and sets of f in pursuit of 
Buck , por trayed by Idr is 
Elba (“Luther,” “The Suicide 

Squad”), who has recent ly 
been freed from prison. With a 
star-studded, talented, all-Black 
cast and a soundtrack boasting 
production credits from hip-
hop icon and business mogul 
Jay-Z, this action-packed, 
historical thriller is sure to 
promise lots of harrowing 
escapades and an unrelenting 
quest for revenge against the 
backdrop of the mythical Wild 
West. 

“Spencer” 
Director: Pablo Larraín 
Starring: Kristen Stewart, Jack 
Farthing, Sally Hawkins

As international interest and 
conversation surrounding the 
British royal family has ramped 
up in recent years, so has the 
number of cinematographic 
adaptations to enthrall viewers 
with the scandalous and 
intoxicating ins and outs of 
one of the most enduring 
monarchies of our time (Is 
anyone else counting down the 
days until season f ive of “The 
Crown” premieres?). Kristen 
Stewart (“Twilight,” “Charlie’s 
Angels”) masterfully brings the 
late Princess Diana to life and 
has already received rapturous 
reviews for her heartfelt 
and moving portrayal of the 
globally beloved princess. 
The drama biopic, directed 
by Chilean f ilmmaker Pablo 
Larraín and f ilmed mostly in 
Germany, chronicles a three-
day  s t ay  a t  Sa nd r i ngha m 
Estate dur ing Chr i s tmas of 
1991 a nd re f le c t s  on t he 
d i s solut ion of  the mar r iage 
be t ween Diana and Charle s , 
P r ince of  Wa le s .  The f i lm 
t hen  goe s  on  to  dep ic t 
t he  pr i nce s s ’s  subsequent 
w ithdrawa l  f rom the roya l 
f a m i ly.  “ Spencer”  w i l l  h i t 
theater s  ac ross the U. S .  on 
Nov.  5 . 

“Eternals” 
Director: Chloé Zhao
Starring: Angelina Jolie, Richard 
Madden, Kit Harington

Fans of the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU) are about to 
be gif ted with yet another 
chapter in the superhero 
universe franchise as Oscar-
winning direc tor Chloé 
Zhao (“Nomadland,” “The 
Rider”) unveils her cinematic 
adaptation of the “Eternals.” 
Hot on the heels of the 
blockbuster release of “Shang-
Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings,” another addition to 
the MCU, “Eternals” features 
Angelina Jolie (“Malef icent,” 
“Lara Croft: Tomb Raider”) 
and Kit Harington (“Game of 
Thrones,” “Pompeii”) among 
the cast of the Eternals, an 
immortal alien race, as they 

f ight to defend the planets 
from their adversaries, the 
Deviants. The inclusion of a 
gay couple (an Eternal named 
Phastos, played by Brian Tyree 
Henry, and his husband, played 
by Haaz Sleiman) among the 
lineup of superheroes has 
earned the f ilm commendation 
from many fans and critics for 
its long-overdue representation 
of LGBTQ+ characters within 
the MCU. The eagerly awaited 
26th installment of the franchise 
will premiere in theaters on 
Nov. 5. 

“House of Gucci” 
Director: Ridley Scott 
Starring: Jared Leto, Lady Gaga, 
Adam Driver

From seasoned sc i-f i 
director and producer Ridley 
Scott (“Alien,” “Prometheus”) 

comes “House of Gucci,” a 
biographical cr ime drama 
that follows Patrizia Reggiani, 
portrayed by pop phenomenon 
Lady Gaga (“A Star Is Born,” 
“American Horror Story”), as 
she is convicted of plotting 
to assassinate her ex-husband 
and fashion director Maurizio 
Gucci, played by Adam Driver 
(“Marriage Story,” “Annette”). 
Taking place in 1995, the 
f ilm zooms in on Reggiani’s 
troubled personal life and her 
widely publicized trial that 
captivated the world. The 
controversial f ilm, based on 
the 2001 book “The House of 
Gucci: A Sensational Story of 
Murder, Madness, Glamour, and 
Greed,” by Sara Gay Forden, 
will hit theaters on Nov. 24 
and will become available for 
streaming on Paramount+ 
shortly afterward. 

DANIELA GOMEZ / DAILY NEXUS

Art, Design & Architecture Museum Reopens Its Doors 
Marisol Cruz
Artsweek Asst. Editor

After more than a year of being 
shuttered, UC Santa Barbara’s Art, 
Design & Architecture Museum 
reopened on Sept. 25 to showcase 
its new in-person exhibitions: 
“Irresistible Delights: Recent Gifts 
to the Art Collection,” “Sound 
of a Thousand Years: Gagaku 
Instruments from Japan” and 
“From Riggs to Neutra and 
Niemeyer: Tremaine Houses, 
1936-1977.”

“Having [the museum] f illed 
with people is reenergizing 
... and it’s a space for students 
to absolutely feel welcome,” 
shared Gabriel Ritter, the newly 
appointed director of the UCSB 
Art, Design & Architecture 
Museum. Ritter joined UCSB 
after his time as curator and 
head of contemporary art at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art.                                                                                                                                             
 “I cannot take responsibility for 
reopening the museum; the staff 
— especially under the supervision 
and leadership of the previous 
acting director, Silvia Perea — have 
done an amazing job,” Ritter said.

“Irresistible Delights: Recent 
Gifts to the Art Collection” pulls 
pieces from the reserves of the 
museum that comprise over 10,000 
works of art donated by patrons, 
alumni and faculty. In particular, 
“Irresistible Delights” has a strong 
focus on contemporary and 
African art.

“We [wanted] to recognize 
these major gifts that may not 
have been seen within the last five 
to 10 years,” Ritter described. 

A goal of the novel exhibitions, 

“Sound of a Thousand Years: 
Gagaku Instruments from Japan” 
and “From Riggs to Neutra and 
Niemeyer: Tremaine Houses, 
1936-1977,” was to highlight the 
talent and expertise of the faculty.

Professor Fabio Rambelli, 
International Shinto Foundation 
chair in Shinto studies and chair of 
religious studies at UCSB, curated 
“Sound of a Thousand Years: 
Gagaku Instruments from Japan,” 
which takes attendees through 
the history of the classical Gagaku 
orchestra at the Imperial Court 
of Japan by displaying not only 
the ancient instruments but also 
costumes and videos of depictions 
of ancient performances.

A standout feature of the exhibit 
that Ritter highlighted was the 
installation of the exhibition 
pieces and their occupation of 
space in the museum. 

“The design team at the museum 
created a scaffolding that wraps 
around the walls. It becomes a 
place to sit and watch the Gagaku 
performances, but it also becomes 
a shelf that runs throughout the 
space that references Japanese 
architecture. That attention to 
detail and the way the design 
is seamlessly integrated into the 
space and literally supports the 
objects that are in the exhibition 
is a really impressive touch of 
detail,” Ritter said. 

Professor Volker M. Welter of 
the history of art and architecture 
department curated “From 
Riggs to Neutra and Niemeyer: 
Tremaine Houses, 1936-1977,” 
which highlights four mid-20th 
century modern homes that put 
Santa Barbara’s architectural feats 
on the map. 

“All of the houses that are 
featured in the exhibition were 
created — and one was never 
realized — in Montecito by the 
Tremaine family,” Ritter described. 

Welter and the museum design 
team also skillfully utilized the 
space to display architecture, a 
complicated medium to display 
within a building. The set up 

includes a metal curtain that 
viewers can see the displays 
through.

Ritter shared that he hopes the 
faculty curation of exhibitions 
will continue as it supports a 
wide range of ideas and visions. 
Diversity was a throughline of 
the varied exhibitions, Ritter 
said, from “ancient Japanese 
music instruments, which looks 
at design, to the architecture 
exhibition, which is contemporary 
but grounded here [in Santa 
Barbara], to the incredibly diverse 
collection [that is displayed].” 

Overall, the reopening is “a 
celebration of the local treasures 
we have here, both in our faculty 
and the generous donors of the 
museum,” Ritter stated. 

The Art, Design & Architecture 
Museum’s reopening signals more 
than an opportunity to highlight 
artwork, however. 

“With its reopening, [the 
museum] can be a vital part of the 
student and faculty community 
to question what a museum is 
and what a museum can be going 
forward,” Ritter said.  

“It’s not easy when you have 
a board and a lot of external 
stakeholders,” he continued, 
describing his experience in his 
past role operating in an art 
institute.  

“First and foremost, our 
‘stakeholders’ and audience [for 
the Art, Design & Architecture 
Museum] are the students and 
the faculty … my hope is that 
this museum speaks to them.” 

Ritter wants to bring others 
from the UCSB and greater 
Santa Barbara community into 

the conversation. The director 
has begun meeting with student 
groups and faculty and plans to 
reach out to sister institutions 
such as the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art. 

“One-on-one individual outreach 
and programming of the museum 
that ref lects the artists that live 
and work in the Central Coast, 
artists who have been alumni 
… and people seeing themselves 
directly ref lected in the museum, 
whether it’s artwork on the wall, 
bilingual labels or programming 
happening at the museum, that 
is core to our mission,” Ritter 
elaborated. 

Ritter also shared his ideas to 
expand physically on campus as 
well. 

“Temporary installations that are 
elsewhere on campus, things that are 
openly accessible to those coming in 
and out of campus,” Ritter stated as 
potential on-campus projects.

Looking forward, the Art, Design 
& Architecture Museum has plans 
for in-person exhibitions reaching 
into 2022 — pending COVID-19 
safety guidelines. Moreover, there 
are also upcoming programming 
events on Zoom for community 
members to attend. 

“This museum can model new 
approaches and new ways to engage 
with our students. I have great belief 
in the students, and I’m excited 
to see how this museum going 
forward can work in partnership 
with them,” Ritter concluded. 

Admission to the Art, Design and 
Architecture Museum is free.

Hours of operation are 
Wednesday through Sunday, 12-5 
p.m. 

Courtesy of UC Santa Barbara Humanities and Fine Arts
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Alice Bilyk
Staff Writer

This pumpkin bread is the def inition of 
delicious. The warmth of the chai spices and the 
sweetness of the pumpkin are perfect together! 
It’s literally a pumpkin pie and chai latte in one 
loaf of bread. Plus, this came out super moist 
(learn to love the word, not fear it). Bonus: This 
made my house smell like the purest essence of 
fall. The only thing I wish I had done differently 
is adding raisins or nuts.

Ingredients:

•	 1/2 cup neutral oil (avocado, canola, etc.)
•	 1 1/2 cups brown coconut sugar
•	 2 eggs
•	 1 to 1 1/4 cups canned pumpkin puree
•	 1/2 cup liquid chai tea concentrate
•	 1 teaspoon baking soda
•	 1/2 teaspoon baking powder
•	 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice (or I 

substituted this with an extra pinch each 
of nutmeg, allspice, ground ginger and 
cinnamon)

•	 1 teaspoon f ine salt
•	 1 to 1 1/2 cups all-purpose f lour or 1-to-1 

gluten-free f lour
•	 1/2 teaspoon turmeric powder
•	 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
•	 1/2 cup raisins (optional)

Directions:

1. Preheat your oven to 350 F and grease a 
9-by-5-inch loaf pan with the neutral oil.

2. In a large bowl, mix together the sugar and 
oil using a whisk or electric mixer (high 
speed for about 30 seconds) until the sugar 
is fully saturated with the oil.

3. Add the eggs and mix together until it starts 
to get f luffy (about 1 minute on high speed).

4. Add the canned pumpkin and chai tea 
concentrate. Mix until well combined (30 
seconds on high speed).

5. Add the baking soda, baking powder, 
cinnamon, pumpkin pie spice (or 
substitutions) and salt. Mix again until fully 
combined (30 seconds on high speed).

6. Add the f lour. Mix with a wooden spoon 
or spatula until only just combined. If 
using gluten-free f lour, do not worry about 
overmixing.

7. Add the batter to the pan and bake for 65 to 
70 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in 
the center of the loaf comes out clean.

8. Allow to cool for at least 10 minutes in the 
pan, then remove to a wire rack to f inish 
cooling almost completely before slicing. 
Garnish with extra turmeric over top if you 
want!

I hope you enjoy this bread! It tastes exactly like 
what I imagine fall to taste like, and you can pair 
it with a chai latte or vanilla ice cream to really 
bring the vibes home. You’ll probably have a lot 
of chai tea concentrate left over! 

Alice Bilyk
Staff Writer

I’ve been looking to try and make applesauce 
for a good while now, and the beginning of 
October seemed like the perfect time! There’s 
a chill picking up outside, the leaves on campus 
are turning fall colors (also mostly just staying 
green) and Starbucks has its fall menu back up! 
This is the time to lay in bed and watch your 
class from the safety of Zoom so that you can 
eat warm, cinnamon-y applesauce. Maybe with 
some baked oats on top. 

Ingredients:

Applesauce Base
•	 5 to 6 pounds apples (Fuji, Honeycrisp, 

Granny Smith, Cameo apples)
•	 1 cup water
•	 1 cinnamon stick
•	 Juice from half a lemon

Classic Spices
•	 500 grams applesauce
•	 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 1/2 teaspoon brown coconut sugar
•	 1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
•	 1/8 teaspoon allspice

Banana-Vanilla
•	 500 grams applesauce
•	 1 banana (mashed)
•	 1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 Sprinkle of sugar (optional)

Orange and Lemon Zest
•	 500 grams applesauce

•	 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
•	 1/2 teaspoon brown coconut sugar
•	 Zest from half a small orange
•	 Zest from half a lemon
•	 1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 Dash of orange juice (optional)

Creamy Spice Mix
•	 500 grams applesauce
•	 4 teaspoons coconut creamer
•	 1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 1/2 teaspoon sugar
•	 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
•	 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
•	 1/4 teaspoon allspice

Directions:

1. Peel, core and slice apples into small 
chunks and add to a large pot. 

2. Add in the water, lemon juice and 
cinnamon stick. Bring to a boil over high 
heat, then reduce the heat to low and let 
simmer covered for 20 to 30 minutes until 
the apples are soft.

3. Puree using a blender or immersion blender 
for a smooth consistency. For a chunkier 
applesauce, mash with a spoon to desired 
consistency.

4. Add in preferred mix-ins (optional).

Enjoy this warm and with some baked oats 
or granola! You can add whatever toppings you 
enjoy, like toasted nuts and coconut, or eat it 
plain. You can freeze any leftover applesauce 
once it cools down or jar it and keep it in the 
fridge for a great snack to eat between, or after, 
classes! Happy fall!

Chace Duma
On the Menu Editor

Fall is here, which means obsessively trying 
to make everything I eat and drink as cozy as 
possible — that includes cocktails! I’ve always 
considered bourbon to be the coziest liquor. 
Something about the rich, warming quality as 
well as the caramel, clove and vanilla notes 
that often come with a nice bourbon make it 
feel cozier than something like, say, tequila. 

My go-to cozy bourbon cocktail is a Hot 
Toddy, but I wanted to branch out today and 
discovered Spiked Chai. With a few tweaks to 
make it my own, this turned out to be a great 
drink for when you’re craving something cozy 
for the colder months. 

Ingredients:
•	 1 cup chai concentrate
•	 1/4 cup coconut creamer or cream of 

your choice + 2 tablespoons extra for 
frothing

•	 1.5 ounces bourbon (I used Woodford 
Reserve)

•	 3 dashes Honest John Orange Clove 
bitters or bitters of your choice

•	 2 star anise, for garnish 

Directions:
1. Pour the chai concentrate and 1/4 cup 

of coconut creamer into a pot over high 
heat, until steaming. Try to avoid boiling. 

2. Pour the mixture into a mug, then add 
the bourbon and bitters, and stir. 

3. Pour the 2 tablespoons of coconut 
creamer into a separate glass and froth 
with a milk frother until light and airy. 
Pour on top of the drink. 

4. Add your star anise on top of the foam, 
and enjoy!

This drink comes together quickly and 
without much prep work at all. It’s perfect 
paired with a slice of Chai-Spiced Pumpkin 
Bread, a warm blanket and your favorite Wes 
Anderson movie. Warm, cozy drinks like these 
are great for capping of f a night after a long 
day of classes, and I know it’ ll be in heavy 
rotation over the course of my fall quarter! 

Cozy Autumn Spiked Chai

Applesauce Four Ways

ALICE BILYK / DAILY NEXUS

Chai-Spiced Pumpkin Bread

ALICE BILYK / DAILY NEXUS
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The 
Psychological 

Science Behind 
Pseudoscience

Devanshi Tomar
Asst. Science Editor

In light of several achievements and contributions 
to the field of mathematics, Xin Zhou, an associate 
professor of mathematics at UC  Santa Barbara, 
is invited to speak at the International Congress 
of Mathematicians next year in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia. 

The International Congress of Mathematicians 
(ICM), which has occurred every four years since 
1897, is the largest conference for mathematicians 
and is hosted by the International Mathematical 
Union (IMU). 

“I feel very honored to be invited,” Zhou said. “It is 

a big recognition of my recent research work.”
Zhou cites his systematic works on the global 

variational theory of constant mean curvature 
surfaces and his proof of the “Multiplicity One 
Conjecture” of minimal surfaces as what led to his 
appointment as a speaker.

Essentially, Zhou’s work aims to better understand 
how surfaces work in our universe, be it the curvature 
of a soap bubble or the surface of a black hole.  
Zhou notably developed the existence theory of 
constant mean curvature surfaces and the existence 
theory of minimal surfaces with free boundary. For 
his achievements, he received the Alfred P. Sloan 
Fellowship in 2019. 

Because of his extensive research in this subject 

matter, Zhou plans for the main context of his 
talk to be about minimal surfaces and variational 
problems. 

Speakers at ICM are selected by a committee 
that relies on input from several sectional selection 
panels. An invitation to give a lecture at ICM as 
a speaker is considered to be highly prestigious, 
according to the ICM website. They are selected 
based on their impact on current research trends, as 
well as their ability to develop and point to future 
progress in the diverse field of mathematics.

As for what he is looking forward to most at this 
congregation of mathematicians, Zhou said it is not 
his talk he looks most forward to, but that of others. 

“I look forward to meeting colleagues, and sitting 

in on their lectures,” Zhou said. 
According to the IMU website, the ICM is 

considered to be “the most inf luential meeting in 
pure and applied mathematics, as well as one of the 
world’s oldest scientific congresses.”

Along with speakers like Zhou, ICM also features 
several panels, poster presentations, outreach events 
and social events. 

Zhou joined UC Santa Barbara in 2016, where 
he said most of his important research work was 
done when he was an assistant professor in the 
Department of Mathematics.

“I would like to express my gratitude to my 
colleagues, especially to Professor Guofang Wei, for 
their support,” Zhou said. 

Mathematics Professor Xin Zhou Invited To Speak at 
International Congress of Mathematicians

Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

Bears in Suburbia
The Catskills in southeastern 

New York state are famous — 
or rather, infamous — for close 
encounters with hungry bears, 
where the ursine population 
numbers in the thousands. 
While most people who 
have interactions with bears 
leave unscathed, negative 
interactions with bears make 
conservation more diff icult 
and people and communities 
less safe. 

Rae Wynn-Grant, a 
researcher with the Bren 
School of Environmental 
Science & Management, 
recently collaborated with 

researchers throughout New 
York state to model and map 
human-black bear interactions 
throughout the mountain 
range. The researchers found 
that most of the encounters 
happened in the urban-wildlife 
interface — away from both 
urban landscapes and dense 
forestland — where development 
has increasingly encroached on 
the Catskills in recent years.

A Generational Conflict of 
Interest

Finding consensus in climate 
policy is hard, especially globally. 
What do the rich and poor — or 
young and old — stand to lose 
or gain from aggressive climate 
policies? Haozhe Yang and 
Sangwon Suh, researchers at the 

Bren School of Environmental 
Science & Management, attempt 
to answer that question with a 
generational deep-dive into the 
economic costs and benefits of 
climate change mitigation over 
the course of a lifetime.

The researchers found that 
those born prior to 1960 will 
experience a reduction in their 
gross domestic product per 
capita with climate change 
mitigation, while those born 
after 1990 will gain net benefits, 
although only in low-income 
countries. Although it might 
seem inconceivable to students 
at UC Santa Barbara, many high-
income countries experienced 
zero net economic benefits from 
mitigation, regardless of what 
age they looked at. 

The Future of Farming
As demand in food rises 

globally, the world must navigate 
a landscape of increasingly 
degraded soil and increasing 
weather variability due to 
climate change. As a response 
to these forecasts, a  number 
of solutions are emerging to 
combat the food insecurity of the 
future. Intercropping, in which 
two or more crops coexist in the 
same space on an intermingled 
plot, has been shown to increase 
yields. However, whether or not 
intercropping is sustainable has 
been more of an open question.

David Tilman, a researcher 
with the Bren School of 
Environmental Science & 
Management, collaborated with 
researchers at a number of 

Chinese 
universities 
to investigate 
this. With 
a few decade-
long experiments, 
the researchers learned that 
intercropping increases yields 
and makes them more stable 
from year to year. In fact, it      
likely also    increases    soil 

fertility.

Looking Back From Campus Point

fertility.

Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

Not everything humans believe is ref lected in 
science. There is a whole other world beyond 
the sciences, populated by widespread ideas about 
religiosity, superstition, conspiracy theories and 
many others, which — besides being unsupported by 
science — often exist in contradiction with science. 

“The pervasiveness of pseudoscience is interesting 
to me, and the fact that some pseudosciences can 
be really dangerous and damaging,” said Spencer 
Mermelstein, a researcher in the Department of 
Psychological & Brain Sciences.

How do these pseudoscientific beliefs, as they are 
called, spread and come to be accepted by many as 
fact? 

Prior research supports the idea that many 
pseudoscientific beliefs spread because of the mind’s 
architecture and intuitions. If a belief runs in line with 
our inborn assumptions and manners of thinking it 
will spread.

“It turns out that a lot of research shows that even 
really young kids have strong expectations about 
how things in the world work. So even really young 
kids expect that well, for instance, objects can only 
be in one place at one time, and really young kids 
expect that people can sometimes be wrong about 
things,” Mermelstein said. 

For instance, many of those who hold anti-vaccine 
beliefs, according to Mermelstein, do so because of 
human beings’ innate aversion to putting foreign or 
unfamiliar things in their body. It stems, then, from 
an “overextension of the disgust response,” the same 
intuitions which lead one to avoid things like rotting 
food. 

In a similar manner, those who believe the Earth 
is f lat, as opposed to a sphere, have a belief 
that is grounded in a child’s early development 
understanding of the world based on what they 
observe in their everyday life, as opposed to what 
they know after receiving some form of education. 

Then, there are other, more profound 
pseudoscientific beliefs, such as those seen among 
many religious people. For example, intelligent 
design — the belief that life on Earth must have 

been conceived by a supernatural entity — is often 
grounded in the human tendency to find patterns 
and purpose in random noise. 

In fact, much research centered on pseudoscientific 
beliefs looks to developmental psychology to explain 
some of these phenomena. 

“So, if you asked kids like, ‘Hey, why are there 
mountains over there?’ they’ll say, ‘Well, it’s for the 
animals to scratch their backs.’ They see something 
complex, and they intuit that there must be a 
purpose to it,” Mermelstein said. 

“And so that’s kind of a predisposition that makes 
something like intelligent design appealing. So 
those are a set of pseudoscientific beliefs that have 
their basis on these reliably developing cognitive 
predispositions, or intuitions.”  

However, there are some popular beliefs that 
don’t quite fit that mold. Mermelstein has sought to 
understand why this is and how these beliefs spread. 

“What we point out is that there are certain 

pseudosciences out there that contain these very 
counterintuitive elements. [These] kind of challenge 
the idea that pseudosciences are popular because 
they kind of latch on to existing ways of thinking,” 
Mermelstein said.

Specif ically, Mermelstein points to astrology 
and parapsychology — the study of things like 
clairvoyance, telepathy and telekinesis — as two 
relatively widespread beliefs which, as he describes, 
aren’t really compatible with our assumptions and 
inferences about the world around us. 

After all, why might one assume that the stars and 
planets impact our temperament and fortunes, and 
why might one assume that one can move things 
with their mind? 

“You can even drive down the street in Goleta and 
see that there are psychic fortune teller offices, for 
lack of a better word. These are pervasive to popular 
belief systems and again also across time and across 
culture,” Mermelstein said. 

Mermelstein argues that the reason these beliefs 
and other similar ones exist is because of a few 
things in particular. 

One, the degree to which they are inconsistent 
with our intuitions also serves to make them striking 
and memorable. 

Two, because of this distinctiveness, people 
are more drawn to have discussions about these 
counterintuitive beliefs in an attempt to reconcile 
them with their existing knowledge and, in turn, 
spread them around through conversation. 

In addition, unlike beliefs like vaccine hesitancy, 
there may be some sort of barrier between endorsing 
a counterintuitive belief like astrology and actually 
letting one’s belief affect their behavior in a 
meaningful way. 

As Mermelstein puts it, “That might be something 
unique to these sorts of counterintuitive concepts. 
We can say we believe in them, but do they actually 
impact our everyday life?”

LUCA DISBROW  / DAILY NEXUS 
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The Signs as Alternative Flavors to 
Replace Pumpkin Spice

OPINION
Katie Caracciolo
Staff Writer

At last, we have reached 
the beginning of the ever-
expanding Halloween season. 
For some, this means it’s time 
to pull out boxes of plastic 
pumpkins and synthetic spider 
webs, but for others, it means 
the beginning of the yearly 
slog through the household’s 
customary rotation of horror 
movies and slasher f licks. 

Horror writers and directors 
often depict female victims 
fighting back against large, evil 
men — the last person standing 
after their friends have been 
picked off one by one. This 
phenomenon of specifically 
female victims/survivors 
striking back against murderers 
became popularized in the late 
20th century as the “Final Girl” 
trope. According to the TV 
Tropes website, the “Final Girl” 
is a character who “is ... (almost) 
Always Female. Especially in 
older works, she’ll also almost 
certainly be a virgin, remain 
fully clothed, avoid Death by 

Sex, and probably won’t drink 
alcohol, smoke tobacco, or 
take drugs, either. Finally, she’ll 
probably turn out to be more 
intelligent and resourceful than 
the other victims, occasionally 
even evolving into a type of 
Action Girl by the movie’s end.” 
Think Ripley from the “Alien” 
series, Sidney from “Scream” 
and Laurie in “Halloween.” 

While the blood-soaked Final 
Girl is undeniably interesting 
and — in some twisted way 
— sexy, the trope seems to 
fetishize the (occasionally 
traumatic) loss of innocence 
that all young people go 
through at some point or 
another. In the “Halloween” 
series, for example, Michael 
Myers punishes the pals of 
Laurie Strode (portrayed by 
the ever-excellent Jamie Lee 
Curtis) for having sex, and 
while Strode survives, she 
loses her innocence in a much 
realer, more violent way. This 
fetishization of victimhood 
and violence against women 
does not challenge audiences 
in the way it once did. The 

trope still holds women to a 
higher standard than everyone 
else, allowing them only to 
choose violence as a last resort 
and only in self-defense. True 
equality can only be achieved 
when women are depicted as 
perpetrators, too.

It’s easy to accept the Final 
Girl, doe-eyed and retreating, 
impotently striking out as the 
last one standing against the 
unstoppable murderer twice 
her size. More challenging 
for viewers are characters like 
Carrie White from “Carrie,” 
Annie Wilkes from “Misery” 
or Red from “Us.” Women 
in the audience can identify 
with the origins of Gone Girls 
and Jennifer’s Bodies, but 
who would dare admit that 
they, too, would frame their 
husband for their own murder 
or burn down their high school 
prom given the opportunity? 
In reality, almost no one has 
the Final Girl’s kindness, 
intelligence and determination, 
and anyone could transform 
into the witchy girls from “The 
Craft” given enough time and 

enough power. And isn’t that 
something horrific for the 
patriarchy to reckon with? It’s 
a kind of wish fulfillment that 
transforms these stories from 
horror into a feminine fantasy: 
a power trip unavailable to 
most ordinary, real women.

These are movies about 
abuse and terror, yes, but also 
about autonomy for women of 
all ages, and, dare I say it, girl 
power. For those members of 
society who may always feel 
like they’re on the defensive, 
horror can serve as an 
allegory for lived experience, 
legitimizing violence as a 
response to less immediate 
threats in a way the broader 
culture will not. And in the 
case of the examples previously 
mentioned, four out of six of 
those films were spearheaded 
by female storytellers (counting 
the 2013 Chloë Grace Moretz 
remake of “Carrie”), unlike the 
Final Girl examples previously 
mentioned. Not to say that 
cisgender men cannot write 
or direct compelling films 
about evil women, but the 

fact that evil girl-protagonists 
appear more often in women-
lead projects than the Final 
Girl says something about the 
latter trope’s waning relevance. 
Probably, it’s just played out. 
Likely, its brand of lukewarm, 
virginal-heroine feminism is no 
longer in vogue.

Ultimately, horror is about 
subverting expectations, about 
going places the audience 
would never expect, thereby 
begging them to reexamine 
various cultural assumptions 
and taboos. While the Final 
Girl’s subversion of the “damsel 
in distress” may have felt 
progressive in the ’70s and  
’80s, what challenges modern 
audiences is watching women 
reckoning with newfound 
power, playing into moral 
gray areas and toeing the line 
between right and wrong. 
Or maybe I’m just a victim 
of internalized misogyny that 
makes me think, deep down, 
that women are incapable of 
evil. Tough to say.

Katie Caracciolo thinks that 
women can be scary, too.

Killing the “Final Girl”

Ask AJ: Barely Functional Fall
AJ
Advice Columnist

Dear AJ, why does this 
time of year have to be 
called “fall”? What is 
falling? I can’t get over this, 
I am begging you for help. 

Hello, my lovely, amazing, 
incredibly sexy fan. I am so 
glad you asked about the 
origins of fall because, boy, 
do I have some info for you. 
We all love the fall season. 
This is not simply conjecture 
or an assumption — I state it 
as a fact. Fall is one of the best 
seasons and general times of 
the year. The sun finally fucks 
off, the wind gives you organic 
main character moments 
on the daily and the trees 
literally change color?? Not 
to mention that Halloween is, 
on all counts, better than sex. 

Fall is, in fact, the designated 
season for virgins to feel less 
alone, when they can cuddle 
up in a warm blanket and 
pretend it’s the loving embrace 
of a significant other. It’s when 
you can have a hot cup of 
pumpkin spice latte in place 
of the warmth of someone’s 
hands over your own, the 
roaring fire drowning out the 
unbearable silence and the 
subtle scent of pumpkin to 
forget the terrible sensation 
that you will never find your 
other half in this world. 

Fall is a magical land of 
Dollar Tree decor, pets in 
costumes and “Lo-f i for 
Ghosts (Only).” If you 
disagree, you are wrong. My 
condolences, but I do make 
the rules here and this is one 
of them. 

My dear reader, what isn’t 
falling? The economy, your 
grades, attention spans, 
expectations, me into your 
arms. Definitely not leaves, 
that would be stupid. 

Next time, beloved reader, 
ask not what fall can do for 
you but what you can do for 
fall. 

Dear AJ, I feel like the 
weather app has been lying 
to me. Every morning it 
says it won’t go over 65 F, 
but by the time I get to 
campus, I’m dripping in 
sweat and mildly sunburnt. 
How am I supposed to live 
like this?

Sitting in The Arbor in my 
long-sleeve shirt and shorts, 
this one hits a little close 
to home, reader. I may or 
may not have glanced around 
a couple of times because 
I could literally feel your 
eyes on me. I’m going to be 
vulnerable and dangerously 
honest for a moment and 
admit to you, dear reader, that 
I have no fucking clue how we 
are supposed to live like this. 
Nothing shrinks my libido for 
life like 80-degree weather. 

To this dilemma, some 
people may tell you to layer, 
and to them, I simply smile 
and nod. I know that logically 
they are right, but for some 
inexplicable reason, layering 
quite literally inf licts pain 
upon me. Something about 
lugging around half of my 
clothes for a good part of 
the day absolutely irks me. 
I commit to my fit, even if 
I am dripping sweat in my 
leggings and sweatshirt under 

the blazing sun. I may die of 
heatstroke, but at least I’ll die 
stubborn and honest. 

A totally reasonable 
alternative to layering is to 
leave multiple jackets hidden 
in secret spots on campus 
for emergency use. Some 
hiding spots I recommend are 
the library’s egg chairs, the 
Daily Nexus office or simply 
entrusting them to the roided-
up koi fish in Storke Plaza’s 
pond. That way, if you end 
up shivering on campus after 
the sun sets and it’s suddenly 
12 F or the wind kicks up 
and your T-shirt and shorts 
aren’t cutting it anymore, 
your plethora of emergency 
jackets will always be there to 
warm you up. 

Alright, f ine, it’s genuine 
advice time: I suggest adding 
10 hypothetical degrees to the 
temperature your lying little 
device tells you and dress for 
success. Indeed, the big shirt/
little pants versus the big 
pants/little shirt movement 
was created precisely for fall 
weather. Pick a side, switch 
it up — whatever f loats your 
boat. This is all I can offer; 
I hope your fall fits f lourish 
and the weather chills the hell 
out soon.

I cannot escape from the 
god-forsaken “pumpkin 
spice latte” scene from 
“Scream Queens” (I know 
you know the one). Can 
you save me from “Señorita 
Awesome” before I literally 
blow my brains out?

Unfortunately, I do know 
the video you speak of. In 
fact, it haunts me and other 

lives forever in the back of my 
brain, waiting for the perfect 
moment to induce a full-body 
cringe usually in the middle 
of a lecture that I’m supposed 
to be paying attention to. 
“Señorita Awesome,” in all of 
her pick-me-girl energy, has 
waged war on fall. 

You know by now how I feel 
about the autumnal season in 
that I am inextricably in love 
with it. I want to take Fall 
out to a fancy dinner and kiss 
it chastely on the lips out of 
pure respect and the highest 
possible regard. Señorita 
Sucky is trying her absolute 
best to insert some “ick” into 
fall and I hate her guts for it.

I’ll say it, I love a pumpkin 
spice latte, better known as a 
PSL. With its warm blend of 
sweet and spice paired with 
its consistent ability to make 
me nearly shit myself, a PSL 
embodies everything good 
about the fall season. That’s 
right, I suppose I am the 
basic white girl who Señorita 
Stupid so viciously scoffs at. 
But I have yet to order a 
single PSL this season, and 
I choose to believe that it is 
purely because I can see her 
condescending smirk in my 
mind every time I get close to 
the Starbucks counter. 

Honestly, I’m a tad offended 
that you think that I, even 
in all of my infinite wisdom, 
could possibly save you from 
Señorita Stinky. I am already 
at war with her and I am 
losing. Save yourself.

Is Chancellor Yang a 
vampire? If so, advise me 
on how to take him out. 

Really, my dear reader, you 
should know that I don’t deal 
in gossip. Instead, I shall lay 
out the bare-neck facts and 
allow you to draw your own 
conclusions. 

In full autumnal tradition, 
as the weather gets colder, 
necklines get conveniently 
higher and higher. Turtlenecks, 
sweaters and longer hair 
are all in vogue, disguising 
something — Chancellor 
Yang’s unquenchable thirst 
for blood, perhaps. Or 
perhaps simply a change out 
of atmospheric necessity.  

But don’t get caught up in 
such a reductionist definition 
of a vampire. As we all know, 
traditional media portrays 
rather a multitude of vampiric 
stereotypes — everything from 
sparkling skin to gleaming 
canines to gothic castles and 
crimson cloaks.

However, à la FX’s “What 
We Do in the Shadows,” a 
vampire is one who sucks — 
blood, emotions … you name 
it. And, honestly, attending 
UCSB, I feel drained. Not 
of blood, necessarily, but 
of money, time, energy, 
motivation, overall passion 
and joie de vivre. 

So, I suppose the real 
question is: What is a vampire, 
truly? And how much garlic 
can you buy from Albertsons 
at once without getting weird 
stares? 

Stay safe. Don’t let people 
suck you, silly. Unless that’s 
what you’re into. 

Do you have questions for 
AJ? Submit them to opinon@
dailynexus.com.
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