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The UC Santa Barbara men’s 
water polo team took part in the 
2021 Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation Invitational this past 
weekend and finished with a 
record of 3-1. The Gauchos 
finished in fifth place with their 
14-6 victory over the Pacific 
Tigers — the No. 8 team in the 
nation. 

The No. 5 Gauchos began 
tournament play against their 
Golden Coast Conference rivals, 
the No. 13 UC Irvine Anteaters. 
With the victory, UCSB 
advanced to the second round 
of the tournament and improved 
to 12-2 on the year. UC Irvine 
dropped to 5-3 with the defeat. 
After a closely contested first 
period which saw the Anteaters 
and Gauchos tied at 4 apiece, the 
Gauchos were able to shake off 
their rust and take control of the 
rest of the game. 

In the second period, UCSB 
had four different players score, 
as the Gauchos took a 9-5 lead 
into halftime. After playing a 2-2 
third period, UCSB dominated 
again in the fourth, as their 4-1 
final frame capped off a 15-8 
victory. Senior Cole Brosnan led 
the Gauchos in goals scored with 
4.

After defeating UC Irvine, the 
Gauchos moved on to play the 
No. 3 Stanford Cardinals. The 
Gauchos were not competitive 
to begin the match, as Stanford 
held a 3-1 lead in the first period. 
However, later in the period, 
UCSB was able to tie the match 
at 3-3 with 2 goals from senior 
Leo Yuno. 

Even with these goals, UCSB 
still found themselves losing 5-4 
at the end of the first. 

This score would stand until 
late in the third period when the 
match was tied once again. Even 
with this late push, the Gauchos 
were defeated by a score of 12-10, 

as they were shut out by Stanford 
in the final eight minutes of the 
match. The defeat pushed UCSB 
into the elimination bracket and 
into a matchup with the No. 7 
UC Davis Aggies.

With both teams out of 
contention to be Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation 
(MPSF) Invitational champions, 
the Gauchos and Aggies battled 
for a spot in the match for fifth 
place. 

After another slow start from 
UCSB, the Gauchos found 
themselves down 3-1 after the 
first period. 

After this, the Gauchos began 
to find the back of the net. With 3 
goals from Brosnan, the Gauchos 
won the second period 5-2 and 
went into the locker room with a 
6-5 halftime lead. 

After UCSB gave up 3 straight 
unanswered goals, Brosnan 
scored his fourth and fifth 
goals of the night in addition to 
freshman Dash McFarland’s goal 

to give UCSB a 9-8 lead heading 
into the final period. 

The Aggies were able to retake 
the lead early in the fourth, 
but another goal from Brosnan 
and junior Sam Nangle put the 
Gauchos up 11-10. The Aggies 
were able to tie it once more, 
but a goal with 43 seconds left 
by junior Tommy Hawkins put 
UCSB up for good. Brosnan 

scored a season-high of 7 goals 
in the match.

With their win against the 
Aggies, UCSB advanced to 
play in the match for fifth place 
against the Pacific Tigers. The 
first half of play was heavily 
contested, as the Gauchos only 
had a 1-goal lead at the half. In 
the second half, the Gauchos 
were able to pull away, as goals 

from McFarland and Yuno 
helped the Gauchos extend their 
lead to 10-5.

Pacific was only able to muster 
one more goal the rest of the 
way as UCSB clinched fifth place 
at the MPSF Invitational. No. 1 
USC won the tournament, while 
UC Berkeley finished in second 
place. UCLA and Stanford placed 
third and fourth, respectively. 

Men’s Water Polo Places Fifth in MPSF Invitational
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The Gauchos 
played their final non-
conference match 
against their rivals, the 
Cal Poly Mustangs, 
on Saturday night at 
Harder Stadium. Both 
teams had to play with 
the pressure of the 8,000 
spectators that created 
a very lively atmosphere 
with their shouting 
and bombardment 
of tortillas. Because 
spectators were not 
required to show their 
COVID-19 vaccination 
status, all entrances to 
Harder Stadium were 
closed after the stadium 
capacity reached 
8,000 spectators. The 
maximum capacity 
for Harder Stadium is 

17,000. 
The Gauchos 

came out 

looking to attack early 
as tortillas began to 
trickle onto the f ield. 
The team spent much 
of the first half on Cal 
Poly’s side but failed to 
produce any threatening 
attempts on goal. The 
Gauchos tried to move 
aggressively through 
the midfield — looking 
to their forwards, 
Salvador Aguilar and 
Finn Ballard McBride 
— on runs or one-on-
one situations. The 
physical strength and 
speed of the Mustang 
defense proved difficult 
to muscle through as 
the Gaucho attackers 
were continuously 
dispossessed before a 
shot could be made. 
The teams were in a 
deadlock for the f irst 
half as shots were kept 
to a minimum from 
both sides. UCSB only 
had 4 shots in the first 
half while Cal Poly had 

3. 

The match proved to 
be a physical one with 
plenty of fouls resulting 
in frequent pauses of play 
between the two rivals. 
The players fought 
hard for possession of 
the ball in one-on-one 
situations that led to 
the abundance of fouls. 
The Mustangs were 
especially aggressive 
with 13 fouls and 4 
yellow cards to the 
Gauchos’ 10 fouls and 1 
yellow card. 

Senior forward 
Ameyawu Muntari 
set the tone for the 
Gauchos in the second 
half with his attempted 
bicycle kick that just 
brushed the top of the 
crossbar in the 47th 
minute. The Gauchos 
became more dominant 
with possession as they 
confidently moved the 
ball across the field and 
took more chances on 
goal. They racked up 
10 shots throughout 
the second half while 
remaining defensively 

sound, only 

allowing 2 from the 
Mustang offense. Their 
build-ups became more 
purposeful, and the 
adjustment paid off. 

The deadlock was 
broken in the 65th 
minute when a drive 
downfield ended with 
a cross from sophomore 
midfielder Jorge Aldana 
that was met by McBride 
with a header into the 
corner of the goal. After 
the goal, the field was 
bombarded with even 
more tortillas as fans 
began to celebrate. 
McBride netted the 
brace five minutes later, 
a successful play that 
initially began with a 
skillful dispossession 
from junior midfielder 
Sam Fletcher on a 
Mustang fast break. 
The Gauchos instantly 
retaliated, and McBride 
capitalized on a through 
ball from Muntari 
and showed great 
composure with a shot 
across the net just past 
the Mustang goalkeeper 
to put the game away.  
The Gauchos will 

look to build on this 

confidence as it will be 
essential heading into 
the f irst conference 
game of the season at 
Cal State Fullerton. 
The team will travel 
to Fullerton on 
Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
to kick off the regular 
season of the Big West 
Conference.

Gauchos Mark Their 50th Win in the Classic 
Blue-Green Rivalry
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Sports Editor
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Weatherhuman is torn between wanting to be a welcoming part 
of the UCSB campus and hazing the littlest of the crop of fresh 
idiots. One must take the route of Gorgoth the Bike Gremlin and 
only seek out those who seek them. 

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Friendships growing out of the 
aftermath of bike crashes.

weather
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Fall Course Crisis 
Adds Stress to 

Students as They 
Return to In-Person 

Instruction
Holly Rusch
University News Editor

Many UC Santa Barbara 
students are bearing the brunt 
of the annual fall quarter 
course deficiency, with some 
unable to meet the minimum 
number of credits to be a full-
time student. The consequences 
of not meeting the 12-credit 
minimum requirement include 
loss of financial aid, housing and 
student visas. 

In light of UCSB’s continuing 
course shortage, Dean Jeffrey 
Stopple said that the university 
is attempting to provide 
resources and advising for class 
registration to an unprecedented 
number of students on campus. 

In an email obtained by the 
Santa Barbara Independent, 
Stopple wrote to Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang and other UCSB 
administrators on Sept. 10 that 
“we are again in our annual 
fall enrollment crisis, as we 
have been every fall since 2015” 
and that many undergraduates 
trying to obtain classes are 
“entirely out of luck.”

However, in an email to the 
Nexus, Stopple said that as of 
Sept. 22, “the data indicates that 
this year is slightly better when 
it comes to students registering 
for at least 12 units.” 

Stopple said that the reasons 
for the Fall Quarter 2021 course 
shortage are multifaceted. 
Budget reductions in the 2009-
10 and 2020-21 school years, 
alongside an increased number 
of faculty retirements and 
separations, are continuing to 
impact the number of faculty 
and the number of graduate 
student teaching assistants 
(TAs) per department, he said. 

In addition, the lack of 
TAs, due to insubstantial 
physical classroom space and 
a limited number of continuing 
students participating in 
the UC Education Abroad 
Program as a result of fewer 
program opportunities are all 
contributing causes to the lack 
of class availability, Stopple’s 
email stated. 

“We are helping [students] 
to navigate the sometimes 
complicated process of selecting 
and registering for courses, 
while we take steps to open up 
more spaces in courses,” he said.

For second-year undeclared 
student Eva Hartge, who is 
attempting to transfer into the 
psychological and brain sciences 
major, selecting classes to get 
into the major proved difficult. 

“I originally had 12 credits 
at my first pass time, but the 
two classes I needed, chem and 
calculus, were at the same time,” 
she said. 

After selecting chemistry 
instead of calculus, Hartge was 

accidentally left with only 11 
units. 

“I think I spent three and a 
half hours on Gold, and my 
roommate as well, looking for 
any class that I could get in, and 
I couldn’t,” Hartge said. 

After contacting academic 
advising, an advisor helped 
her get onto the waitlist, and 
ultimately, into a GE class, 
although she has friends who 
didn’t have such luck with 
academic advising. 

Similarly, second-year 
undeclared student Lucy 
Helmlinger experienced a 
stressful course selection process. 
Set back by taking International 
Baccalaureate, rather than 
Advanced Placement, classes 
in high school, Helmlinger’s 
lack of transferable high school 
credits puts her near the end of 
UCSB’s course selection pass 
times. 

Helmlinger’s fall course 
load included physics, organic 
chemistry and biology, bringing 
her to 11 units — one away 
from being registered as a 
full-time student and making 
her ineligible for her G.I. Bill 
benefits. 

“The actual issue came in 
when I tried to sign up during 
the second pass time, there 
wasn’t a single class available 
to me,” she said. “There wasn’t 
an [interdisciplinary studies 
class] either, so there just wasn’t 
anything, and I couldn’t sign up 
for a waitlist because I didn’t 
have full credits.” 

According to Helmlinger, the 
academic advisor she called to 
talk about her predicament said, 
“‘You are one of 100 people that 
have the same issue. I’m sorry, 
there’s no magic class we can 
put you in. Just keep looking at 
the class schedule. Something 
will open up.’”

Although Helmlinger was 
eventually able to sign up for 
Dance 45 after around 60 spots 
opened up for the class remotely 
— something she attributes to 
the university’s response to 
students like her — she said that 
it would have been nice to have 
“a little more guidance.” 

“It would have just been nicer 
if there was a little bit more 
sympathy,” she said, although 
she added she understood 
there was “no magic class.” “It 
definitely just sounded like [the 
academic advisor] [had] been 
dealing with the same issue all 
week, and he was done with it.”

Stopple wrote in the email 
that he is discouraged by the 
state of the course crisis. 

“I  am discouraged enough 
that if  I were not already 
stepping down,” he said in 
reference to his pre-existing 
plans to exit his position at 
UCSB, “I would now.”

Nexus File Photo

Editorial: Why Was UCSB Severely 
Ill-Equipped for Its Return to 

In-Person Instruction?

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Nexus believes that UC 
Santa Barbara inadequately 
prepared for a fully in-person 
school year after more than a 
year of remote instruction, 
causing a culmination of issues 
that directly impacts its students, 
faculty and staff. 

On Jan. 11, the University of 
California  announced its intention 
to hold in-person classes starting 
Fall Quarter 2021. The reason 
for the early announcement, 
according to the UC Office of 
the President, was to ensure that 
“students and their families have 
the latest information” for all 
plans relating to the in-person 
fall quarter. Despite the intention 
of the announcement, the 
Nexus believes UCSB largely 
failed in preparing adequately 
for students’ return to in-person 
instruction. 

Despite the intention of this 
announcement, issues from the 
housing shortage to the current 
lack of courses show that UCSB 
is not meeting the basic needs of 
its students. 

In the past, the university has 
participated in performative 
activism by sending emails 
after national events, like the 
Jan. 6 riots or highly publicized 
instances of police brutality in 
the summer of 2020. 

However, time and time 
again, UCSB fails to address 
the inequities within its own 
community. The housing crisis is 
one that the Isla Vista community 
has faced every year of in-person 
instruction — a problem the 
university had almost 18 months 
to address during remote 
instruction. The exacerbated 
nature of the housing crisis come 
Fall Quarter 2021 only drew 
excuses and temporary solutions 
from the university but no 
tangible changes to address the 
general lack of adequate housing 
in I.V. 

Though the university was 
able to provide a housing 
option for every undergraduate 
student who applied, according 

to an email sent out on Sept. 
24, much of this housing is in 
local hotels, leaving students 
separated from their community 
and without easy access to public 
transportation and dining halls.

Regardless, UCSB has 
not followed through in their 
promises of building university 
housing for 5,000 more students 
and 1,800 new units for faculty 
under their 10-year Long Range 
Development Plan, with only 
1,500 new beds, 89 for-sale 
faculty housing units and 35 
rental apartments for faculty and 
staff, according to Executive Vice 
Chancellor David Marshall’s 
response to Sustainable 
University Now’s July 19 letter. 

Additionally, some students 
are facing major repercussions 
due to the apparent gaps in 
courses offered, including losing 
f inancial aid, housing and 
even student visas, the Nexus 
reported. Several professors have 
been urging those with enough 
units to drop their classes to 
leave room for students in need 
of units. The university has not 
yet announced plans to address 
this course shortage. 

Amidst the lack of courses 
available to students this fall, 
professors and teaching assistants 
(TAs) feel trapped between the 
policies of the university and 
the needs of students, according 
to religious studies lecturer 
Gregory Hillis. 

“I want to say yes to every 
one of those students [who 
wants to get into my class], but 
I cannot, based on the financial 
and physical constraints of the 
university and the university’s 
policies,” Hillis said. 

Hillis described the current 
course crisis as the result of a 
multitude of factors: the general 
increase in the admission of 
students at UCSB paired with not 
enough financial support given 
by the university for professors 
and TAs to accommodate that 
increase.

“The admission rate is lower 
because there’s more applicants, 
but the numbers in real terms 

are going up, so we have more 
physical bodies on campus 
than we have either classroom 
space or classes or teachers to 
teach classes,” Hillis said. “The 
university has known this for 
probably four or five years … 
And it puts crazy pressure on 
the actual classes, and this is true 
at UCSB and is true on all UC 
campuses.” 

“If the university would pay 
more, we could open up more 
classes — it could be done,” he 
continued. “But [the university] 
is operated like a business. You 
guys, who pay tuition, are talked 
about as revenue streams … and 
a lot of [your tuition] is not used 
for instruction.” 

Hillis also explained that 
UCSB’s decision to go fully 
in person, without any hybrid 
models in place for large lectures 
or any remote option for students 
who cannot find housing in I.V., 
also contributed to the course 
shortage. 

“Even though Zoom lectures 
aren’t ideal, it could put us in 
a situation where we could 
accommodate more students so 
they could get their units, so 
they wouldn’t have to be afraid 
of losing their financial aid and 
other concerns they have,” Hillis 
said. “But instead, the university 
made the decision to just go back 
and pretend nothing happened, 
and I think they could have been 
a little more creative.” 

According to Hillis, the 
administration is knowingly 
admitting more students than 
they have capacity for in classes. 

“The administration knows 
there aren’t enough classes, but 
they admit the students anyway.”

The housing crisis, course 
shortage and even the consistent 
issues with the campus Wi-Fi, 
moreover, have only been 
met with empty words of 
sympathy and camaraderie by 
the university, who insist that 
we’re all in this together while 
not providing tangible, concrete 
paths of action to take toward 
solving these problems.

We do not want to just 

criticize, however. From the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
issues the university has faced 
in light of the new school year, 
UCSB can still take actions to 
start addressing these arising 
and long-term problems for the 
future. 

The Nexus advises that the 
housing task force established 
by Chancellor Henry T. Yang 
should address the housing 
shortage in the long term, as 
this issue, though exacerbated 
this past summer, has been 
going on for years. The housing 
crisis is not an issue that can be 
neatly solved through temporary 
hotel housing — there needs to 
be concrete policies, decisions 
and conversations about this 
recurring, endemic issue in I.V. to 
ensure that students do not have 
to worry about securing a roof 
over their heads in the midst of 
signing up for fall quarter classes. 

In response to the course 
crisis, the Nexus also advises 
that the university reallocate its 
budget toward more funding for 
courses. This means increasing 
the employment and wages of 
professors and TAs, the number 
of TAs to accommodate a 
higher number of students and 
the number of courses offered 
each quarter as well as providing 
more adequate funding for class 
resources. The tuition money 
students pay for to attend UCSB 
every quarter should be given 
back to students. 

The university needs to realize 
that COVID-19 only brought to 
light issues that have always been 
there and must see this as an 
opportunity to begin addressing 
the systemic issues deeply rooted 
in UCSB and in I.V. 

There’s a fundamental f law 
in the way the university is 
approaching education if the 
basic needs of students can’t even 
be met. 

We are tired of waiting. 
We encourage anyone with an 

affiliation with UCSB or Isla Vista 
to submit their thoughts on this topic 
in a Letter to the Editor to opinion@
dailynexus.com. 

JORDAN BEDELL / DAILY NEXUS 
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UC Regents Discuss Investment Portfolio, Basic 
Needs and Diversity at Sept. 28-30 Meeting

Holly Rusch
University News Editor
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor

The University of California 
Board of Regents held their most 
recent meeting from Sept. 28-30, 
during which they discussed their 
upcoming budget, reviewed the 
fiscal year, updated the regents on 
their plans to provide for students’ 
basic needs and heard their annual 
diversity subreport. 

Investments Committee: 
Review of the 2020-21 Fiscal 
Year 

The University of California 
had its largest one-year increase of 
their investment portfolio by 28.9%, 
giving the institution a total of 
$168 billion in its endowments, UC 
Regents reported during their Sept. 
28 meeting. In the last year, the UC 
gained $37.7 billion in its investment 
portfolio. 

2021 marks the 90th year of the 
UC investing in its endowment.  

The UC is invested in several 
different public and private assets 
— some of which are points of 
contention amongst UC students 
and faculty who advocate for 
divestment from various companies 
due to social justice issues. 

Since 2014, the UC made 
significant strides in its investment 
portfolio, with a growth of $11 
billion. In addition, the UC 
generated $5.2 billion in added value 
and saved $2.2 billion in costs “by 
reducing  the number of external 
managers and increasing direct 
co-investments in companies,” the 
regents reported. The  endowment’s 
private equities had a return of 
58.7% and their public equities had 
a return of 41.1%. 

Each UC campus received $430 
million in their annual payout this 
year. 

Academic and Student 

Affairs Committee: Basic Needs 
Committee 

The regents began their Sept. 
29 discussion with the Academic 
and Student Affairs Committee, 
providing an update from the UC 
Regents Special Committee on 
Basic Needs and a presentation of 
the accountability subreport on 
diversity within the UC. 

The UC Regents Special 
Committee on Basic Needs 
produced a report in 2020 advising 
UC leaders, state and federal 
policymakers, and advocates 
on how to best accomplish the 
goal of reducing graduate and 
undergraduate food and housing 
insecurity by 50% by 2023.

“The university has embarked on 
a specific roadmap to conceptualize 
this vision and ensure best 
practices,” said Genie Kim, director 
of student mental health and well-
being, while presenting at the 
meeting. “For example, campuses 
have embarked on a wide range 

of activities, services, courses and 
supports to make sure students 
have access to basic needs services.”

According to Kim, those services 
include financial aid emergency 
grants, housing assistance programs 
and food assistance programs. The 
university receives a total of $38.8 
million in ongoing state funding 
to support basic needs efforts 
across the system, and this year 
they received $650,000 in one-time 
funding to support enrollment in 
CalFresh, according to the regents’ 
report. 

Kim noted that “external factors,” 
like a stable political environment 
and campus infrastructure, might 
have varying impacts on the 
ultimate goal of reducing housing 
and food insecurity by 50%. 

At UC Santa Barbara, 14,307 
students had utilized basic needs 
services, and those services had 
been utilized 29,673 times from July 
1, 2020, to June 30, 2021. In total, the 
UC campuses collectively served 

52,883 unique students and made 
226,790 contacts during that time 
frame, the report stated. 

The report also stated that 
UCSB served 287 housing-insecure 
students and 284 housing-insecure 
students obtained permanent 
housing from July 1, 2020, to June 
30, 2021. 

In total, UC campuses served 
at least 4,000 housing-insecure 
students across the UC system 
and approximately 1,696 students 
obtained permanent housing. 
However, “many others received 
support (e.g., rent subsidies) to 
remain in their current housing,” 
the report said. 

“There is so much potential 
for us to do better and better,” 
said Ruben Canedo, co-chair of 
the UC Systemwide Basic Needs 
Committee. “The pandemic did 
change a lot of the landscape we’re 
operating in so there are going to 
be unique, equitable interventions 
within that.” 

Academic and Student Affairs 
Committee: Diversity Report

The committee also presented 
their annual subreport on diversity 
and inclusion among students, staff 
and faculty in 2020.

The data presented was gathered 
from the UC’s 2021 Accountability 
Report as well as the UC 
Undergraduate Experience Survey, 
UC Graduate Student Experience 
Survey, Collaborative on Academic 
Careers in Higher Education survey 
of faculty and UC Staff Engagement 
Survey. 

Four populations — undergraduate 
students, graduate students, faculty 
and staff — are covered by the 
data and have three diversity and 
inclusion factors measured by the 
data: representation, outcomes and 
experience of campus culture and 
climate. 

According to the presentation 
given by Yvette Gullatt, vice 
president for undergraduate and 
graduate affairs and vice provost 

for equity, diversity and inclusion 
at the UC Office of the President, 
the UC is making progress on four 
fronts: increases in the percentage 
of undergraduate students from 
underrepresented groups (URGs) 
— admitted and enrolled based on 
their representation in the K–12 
pipeline — growth in the percentage 
of first-generation undergraduate 
student enrollment, growth in 
the percentage of undergraduates 
from URGs in all fields of study 
and growth in the percentage of 
Black and Latinx students enrolled 
in and persisting through doctoral 
programs.

According to the presentation, 
among racial/ethnic distributions 
of students, staff and faculty, 
Latinx individuals saw the largest 
rise in numbers across all three 
populations from the 2017-18 to 
2019-20 school years. The number 
of Black individuals across all three 
populations remained fairly static — 
at lower than 5% among students 
and faculty — though numbers 
of non-academic staff have been 
close to 10% from 2011-2020 and 
are markedly higher than those of 
students and faculty. 

The number of Asian individuals 
has stayed roughly the same — with 
undergraduate students having 
the highest percentage of Asian 
people across the three populations 
— while the number of Indigenous 
and Pacific Islander individuals 
remains lower than 1%. 

White individuals remain one of 
the largest demographics across the 
population from 2011-2020 — with 
considerably more white graduate 
than undergraduate students — and 
white people make up the majority 
of faculty, particularly ladder-rank 
faculty. “The university has made 
investments in advancing our 
campuses as more diverse, equitable 
and inclusive places of work and 
learning, and we are starting to see 
the impact of those investments,” 
Gullatt said.

Next Hearing Date for 
UCSB Student Charged 

With Sexual Assault Is Set
Asumi Shuda
Asst. News Editor

Warning: This article contains 
graphic content relating to sexual 
assault. 

A second-year UC Santa 
Barbara pre-biology major is 
set to have a hearing on seven 
felony charges of sexual assault 
on Nov. 5, following his arrest 
by the UC Police Department 
at the Oakland Airport. The 
student, Arian Eteghaei, is 

facing seven felony charges, one 
misdemeanor charge and two 
enhancements — or additional 
charges within the California 
Penal Code that could possibly 
increase his prison time. 

Eteghaei has been charged 
with the following: two counts 
of rape by force/fear/etc., two 
counts of sexual penetration by 
a foreign object, two counts of 
forcible oral copulation, false 
imprisonment with violence/
etc., and battery with spouse/

ex-spouse/date/etc. His bail 
bond was set to be $100,000, 
and he is currently out on bail. 

Eteghaei pleaded not guilty 
to all eight charges on Aug. 
16, and the two enhancements 
made on June 8 under Judicial 
Off icer Clifford R. Anderson III 
— violent felony/rape and serious 
felony/rape — were denied on 
Aug. 16.

The Nexus will continue to 
report on this case as more 
information becomes available.

Nexus File Photo

SBCC Student Faces Four 
Felony Charges of Sexual 

Assault

Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor

Warning: This article contains 
graphic content relating to sexual 
assault. 

First-year Santa Barbara City 
College student Peyton McDonald 
was arrested for four felony charges 
of sexual assault on Sept. 9 and is 
scheduled to appear in court for a 
preliminary hearing on Oct. 25. 

The arrest occurred at Santa 
Barbara City College, in connection 
with a sexual assault that occurred 
Aug. 27 on UC Santa Barbara 
property. 

McDonald was charged with four 
felony counts of sexual assault: rape 
by force, assault with force likely to 
produce great bodily injury and two 
counts of forcible oral copulation.

McDonald — represented by 
Catherine J. Swysen — filed his plea 

as not guilty on all four charges on 
Sept. 13. 

He is set to appear in court on 
Oct. 8 for a preliminary hearing 
setting conference — where the 
judge may adjust the defendant’s 
preliminary hearing date — ahead 
of his hearing on Oct. 25.

The Nexus will continue 
reporting on this investigation 
as more information becomes 
available.

This photo was taken as a screenshot from the UC Regents Sept. 28-30 meeting. Nexus Photo Team

Nexus File Photo
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National Hispanic Heritage Month: A Celebration 
With La Santa Cecilia

Pia Ramos
Photo Editor

As students made their way 
through bike traff ic between 
classes on the f irst day of 
school on Sept. 23, 2021, 
Storke Tower echoed with 
music performed by La Santa 
Cecilia. 

La Santa Cecilia, a group 
from Los Angeles, plays a 
modern-day creative hybrid of 
Latin culture, rock and world 
music. Their mix has a variety 
of rhythms, including cumbia, 
bossa-nova, rumba, bolero, 
tango, jazz and klezmer. 

The band is composed of 

Miguel “Oso” Ramirez on 
percussion, Jose “Pepe” Carlos 
on guitar and accordion, Alex 
Bendaña on bass guitar and 
vocalist “La Marisoul.” They 
have been nominated in the 
2011 Latin Grammy Awards 
and were named as having one 
of the best albums of the year 
by NPR’s Alt.Latino in 2012. 

The concert is the f irst of 
the UC Santa Barbara Arts & 
Lectures series presenting free 
UCSB community concerts 
at Storke Plaza. The next 
concert will be Las Cafeteras 
on Wednesday, Sept. 29, at 12 
p.m., also underneath Storke 
Tower. Alex Bendaña, bass guitarist for La Santa Cecilia, performed a mini solo.

DANIEL HUECIAS / DAILY NEXUS 

La Santa Cecilia lead singer “La Marisoul” performing at Storke Plaza.
PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 

Students dancing to La Santa Cecilia as they watch the band perform.
PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 
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Jose “Pepe” Carlos on the accordion for La Santa Cecilia.

Lead singer walked in the crowd to dance and sing along, “Viva la 
estudiantes!”

PIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 
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 La Santa Cecilia guitarist on stage as the vocalist joined the crowd.

DANIEL HUECIAS / DAILY NEXUS 

La Santa Cecilia drummer on stage as the vocalist joined the 
crowd.
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Students, Faculty and Community Members 
Organize Protest Over Housing Crisis

Holly Rusch
University News Editor

Student   group  UC Santa 
Barbara 4 Cost of Living 
Adjustment — also known as 
UCSB 4 COLA — protested 
UCSB’s housing crisis on Sept. 
27, organizing over 40 students, 
faculty and local community 
members to voice their 
concerns and anger over UCSB 
administration’s handling of the 
housing shortage.

The protestors — which 
included COLA organizers, 
Food Not Bombs community 
leadership and Union United 
Auto Workers 2865 (Union UAW 
2865) members — first rallied at 
the base of Storke Tower at noon 
before marching to Cheadle Hall. 

“The decisions made by the 
university scope over many 
thousands of people, as they also 
have a role as major landlords 
in the area,” said Micah Pedrick, 
fifth-year mathematics graduate 
student and UAW 2865 Santa 
Barbara unit chair. 

“[They own] the various 
dormitories, graduate student 
housing, faculty housing, family 
housing,” he continued. “The 
prices set by them, the availability 
of bed spaces there and the choices 
made about developing new 
buildings and the timescales for 
developing these — like opening 
these new housing opportunities 

— has a major impact.” 
Ralph Armbruster-Sandoval, 

UCSB Chicano and Chicana 
studies professor and department 
chair, spoke at the protest in front 
of Storke Tower. According to 
Armbruster-Sandoval, the reason 
behind the creation of COLA  
lives on in the current housing 
crisis. “COLA for one, COLA 
for all. The reason why that 
took off was it’s not just a grad 
student thing, undergraduates 
understood that very clearly, 
staff understood that very clearly 
and even professors understood 
that,” Armbruster-Sandoval said. 
“[The administration] acts like 
[the housing crisis] is an accident 
… COVID-19 didn’t cause the 
housing crisis. That’s a bald-faced 
lie.”

“These problems didn’t fall 
down from the sky. They’re 
structural, endemic crises that 
have been happening for 20 to 
30 years,” Armbruster-Sandoval 
continued. “Students have been 
living in cars, they’ve been couch 
surfing, they’ve been doing all 
that shit for decades.” 

In a Sept. 24 email sent to 
the campus community, UCSB 
administration informed students 
and community members that 
as of Sept. 20, all students who 
applied for a housing contract had 
been offered housing through the 
university. In addition to campus 
housing, the university is offering 

students temporary housing in 
nearby hotels. 

However, some students, like 
one third-year speaker, said that 
hotel housing feels inadequate for 
students struggling to find long-
term housing. 

“This housing agreement … 
that they have with the hotels 
is temporary. In three months, 
what will we do? Then we’ll be 
stuck in the exact same position, 
UCSB will be stuck scrambling 
for another short-term solution,” 
they said. “They need to give us a 
long-term solution now.”

The speaker said they had been 
looking for housing since March 
with no university support. 

“This is my first full year back 
on campus. This was supposed to 
be what I’ve been looking forward 
to, after a year and a half of being 
stuck, alone, isolated, to come 
back to school and feel safe,” they 
continued. 

“I am in Santa Barbara because 
I have to be to attend school. And 
if I had a choice, I wouldn’t be 
here. If I had a choice, I would 
be somewhere safe, where I knew 
that I could go home and have a 
place to stay where I was certain 
I could have a stable roof over my 
head. And I have none of that. 
I’m couch surfing. I’m living with 
friends. And I don’t know what 
roof is gonna be over my head 
next week, or if I’m even going to 
have one.”

UCSB Ranked Among Top Schools in the Nation
Molly Wright
Guest Writer

UC Santa Barbara tied for 
f ifth place — alongside the 
University of Florida and the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill — in the U.S. News 
and World Report’s list of the 
2022 top public colleges and 
universities in the nation. 

To determine the top public 
universities in the country, 
U.S. News and World Report 
used graduation and retention 
rates, faculty resources and 

underg raduate academic 
reputation as its most heavily 
weighted measures. 

UCSB’s No. 5 ranking is one 
place higher than its No. 6 2021 
ranking and two places higher 
than its No. 7  2020 ranking. 
Other UC campuses also 
ranked on the list, with UCLA 
taking f irst place, UC Berkeley 
taking second and three other 
UCs making it in the top 10. 

U.S. News and World 
Report ranked UCSB at No. 
28 among national universities, 
with UCLA at No. 20 and UC 

Berkeley at No. 22. 
U.S. News and World Report 

rankings are calculated 22% by 
graduation and retention rates, 
5%  by  social  mobility — 
Pell Grant graduation rates and 
graduation rate performance 
— 8% by graduation rate 
per formance , 20% by 
underg raduate academic 
reputation, 20%  by faculty 
resources, 7% by student 
selectivity, 10% by f inancial 
resources per student, 3% by 
average alumni giving rate and 
5% by graduate indebtedness, 

according to their website. 
UC campuses have been 

among the highest-ranked 
universities in the country — 
and in the world — for decades. 
As their rankings climb, so does 
their competitiveness. 

UC Santa Barbara had an 
admissions rate of 37% for the 
2020-21 school year, according 
to the U.S. News and World 
Report. The school received 
a record-breaking number of 
over 126,000 applications 
for the 2021-22 school year 
that resulted in a decreased 

admission rate of 32% for Fall 
Quarter 2021.

The undergraduate programs 
at the university are also part 
of the minimum criteria Forbes 
Magazine uses to create its 
annual America’s top colleges 
list, where UCSB ranked No. 39. 

“We f irst selected colleges 
and universities that educate 
undergraduates, based on 
their Carnegie Classif ication, 
a higher education framework 
that categorizes schools by 
their degree offerings, research 
output and specialty focus,” 

Forbes said about its selection 
methodology. 

The UC system has also been 
recognized recently by Sierra, 
the off icial magazine of the 
Sierra Club. UCSB ranked No. 
16 this year on Sierra’s annually 
released “Cool Schools” List 
and was credited specif ically 
for its efforts in promoting a 
green, sustainable campus. 

Similarly, UCSB was ranked 
No. 13 last year on the Princeton 
Review’s annual Top 50 Green 
Colleges list, which will be 
updated again in October.

The protestors first rallied at the base of Storke Tower at noon before marching to Cheadle Hall. 
IDA KAZERANI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Students and County Residents March Against 
ExxonMobil’s New Oil Trucking Plan

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

In response to ExxonMobil’s 
request to the Santa Barbara 
County Planning Commission to 
begin trucking oil on Route 166 
and Highway 101, environmental 
groups across Santa Barbara — 
including several student groups 
at UC Santa Barbara — protested 
against ExxonMobil by marching 
from the Santa Barbara County 
Administration building to 
the Santa Barbara News Press 
building on Sept. 24. 

On Sept. 29, the planning 
commission — in a 3-2 vote — 
asked its staff to come back 
with reasons for recommending 
denial of ExxonMobil’s request. 
The planning commission will 
hear the f indings of the report 
on Nov. 3.

In early 2020, some of these 
protesting groups and people — 
many of whom were present at 
the march — formed a coalition 
called Exxon, Be Gone. This 
coalition against ExxonMobil’s 
initiatives includes the Sunrise 
Santa Barbara Movement, 
California Environmental Justice 
Alliance, Wishtoyo Chumash 
Foundation, UCSB Associated 
Students Environmental Affairs 
Board, 350 Santa Barbara, 
Center for Biological Diversity, 
Environmental Defense Center, 
Food and Water Action, Get 
Oil Out, Santa Barbara County 
Action Network, the Los Padres 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, the 
Surfrider Foundation Santa 
Barbara County Chapter and 
UCSB External Vice President 
of Statewide Affairs Esmeralda 
Quintero-Cubillan. 

ExxonMobil’s request came 
to the Santa Barbara County 
Planning Commission in 2020. 
The oil corporation hoped to 
truck oil until they could replace 
this method with the Plains 
All American Pipeline for their 
drilling projects. The pipeline 
has been non-operational since 
May 2015, when it leaked into 
the Santa Barbara Channel.

The oil company’s initial 
proposition stated that the 
trucking would end once a 
pipeline became available or after 
a seven-year period, depending 
on which came f irst. The 
trucking path would be from the 
ExxonMobil Las Flores Canyon 
facility to either the Phillips 
66 Santa Maria Pump Station 
(SMPS) or the Plains Pentland 
Terminal and would involve 
70 trucks per day, according to 
the most recent environmental 
impact report (EIR). Each truck 
would carry 5,040 to 6,720 
gallons of oil. 

However, the hearings for the 
implementation of the trucking 
path — which were supposed to 
take place on Sept. 2 and Sept. 
9, 2020 — were delayed because 
of ExxonMobil’s decision to shut 
down their Santa Maria location 
in Arroyo Grande by 2023, an 
obstruction which led to the 
project’s temporary hiatus. Now, 
ExxonMobil is back with their 
trucking request to the Santa 
Barbara Planning Commission, 
which will be heard Sept. 29 and 
Oct. 1. 

Students and community 
members at the downtown Santa 
Barbara march pointed to the 
orange-tinged skies around them 
— as a result of f ires north of Santa 
Barbara County — as an example 
of what will happen to the 
environment should companies 
like ExxonMobil continue their 
dependency on fossil fuels. 

“There’s ash in the sky. The 
sun looks awful. I feel like this 
is really telling, seeing this 
backdrop, the signs we’re holding 
right now, everyone gathered 
here — it’s just a message on 
how bad climate change has 
gotten,” second-year cultural 
anthropology major and protest 
attendee Emily Zomoroudi said. 

The protestors marched 
through downtown Santa 
Barbara chanting, “No more 

Exxon, no more oil. Keep the 
carbon in the soil,” “Climate 
change is not a lie. Do not let 
our planet die,” and “Hey hey, ho 
ho, ExxonMobil’s got to go.” 

According to third-year 
environmental studies major and 
Environmental Affairs Board 
(EAB) Co-Chair Pat Lane, the 
Society of  Fearless Grandmothers 
Santa Barbara — who coordinated 
the protest — reached out to 
environmental advocacy student 
groups at UCSB for their 
help in demonstrating against 
ExxonMobil’s trucking proposal. 
Lane and other students then 
sent information on the protest 
to professors teaching classes 
on environmental studies and 
advertised the protest on social 
media. 

“We’re out here today not 
only because oil is going to be 
detrimental to our environment, 
but also because this is a water 
issue. It’s an issue about people 
getting access to clean water, to 
clean food, it’s about respecting 
the Chumash indigenous wishes,” 
Lane said.  

Fourth-year biochemistry and 
environmental studies double 
major and EAB member Soham 
Ray said that the EAB has been 
keeping track of EIRs and general 
updates with ExxonMobil’s 
proposal. Ray said this project 
is dangerous for the county in 
multiple ways. 

“The trucking project in 
general is dangerous for Santa 
Barbara, for the Santa Barbara 
locals, and also, the youth. Our 
community [and] the world 
should be focused on taking 
climate change seriously, and 
making sure that companies 
that contributed the most to this 
problem like Exxon[Mobil] don’t 
continue to pull oil out of the 
ground and burn it down just to 
meet their bottom line,” Ray said. 

Ray added that he hopes big 
corporations and politicians hear 
students’ messages and outcries 
against ExxonMobil’s trucking 
plan. 

“Students are serious because 
this is our future and we have to 
care about it. We can’t just allow 
big corporations or politicians 
— like the planning commission 
— decide on if we get to have 
a liveable future or not. It’s up 
to us to communicate to [big 
corporations and politicians] and 
help them understand that this 
is our future we’re f ighting for,” 
he said.  

Nadia Abushanab, UCSB 2020 
alumna, was also at the protest 
as an organizer with the Santa 
Barbara County Action Network. 
Abushanab said that there are 
three primary points the action 
network hopes to convey. 

“The f irst is that climate 
change is real, and we cannot 
afford to drill any more oil … 
The second one is that an oil 
spill is a real possibility that 
could happen. In the last f ive 
years, there have been five oil 
spills on the route they want to 
truck oil on, and it’s right next 
to the river. We can’t afford to 
harm our ecosystem, our marine 

life or wildlife,” Abushanab said. 
“The third thing is that that road 
is very dangerous. So much so 
that the staff [report] actually 
recommended against it in their 
recommendation last year.” 

The Environmental Defense 
Center (EDC), a group within 
the coalition, has been providing 
“substantive analysis of the 
scientif ic information, [and] the 
legal analysis on the technical 
information,” according to Exxon, 
Be Gone member and Chief 
Counsel for the Environmental 
Defense Center Linda Krop. 
Krop expressed concern over the 
initial EIR, which only asked that 
trucking be suspended during 
rainy periods. 

The EDC researched accidents 
in Santa Barbara County and 
California involving oil trucking 
from 2000 and discovered 
accidents “involving explosions, 
spills [and] injuries.” The 
EDC noted that many of the 
accidents were the result of 
other cars crashing into the 
truck, and not the other way 
around. Throughout all of 
their research, they discovered 
around 70 accidents involving 
the rain. Krop emphasized that 
just because there was rain in a 
few accidents, that doesn’t mean 
that the weather was “necessarily 
related” to the cause or impact of 
the accident. 

The original staff report for 
the SBCPC, however, went 
further to then recommend that 
Route 166 be excluded from the 
trucking request. Unlike the 
EIR, the report looked at the 
likelihood of accidents on Route 
166 specif ically and saw that the 
likelihood of an accident on this 
route is greater than what the 
EIR calculated. This is because 
the EIR used national averages 
for their analysis of likelihood of 
accidents, instead of accidents on 
Route 166 specif ically. The most 
recent staff report, however, 
does not ask for Route 166 to 
be excluded. The EDC recently 
published a blog post outlining the 
dangers of allowing ExxonMobil 
to truck oil in Santa Barbara 
County, which explained that 
there have been at least 79 tanker 
crashes in California during the 
last 21 years. The accidents 
have resulted in the death of 28 
people and the injuries of 56. 
Over 100,000 gallons of oil were 
spilled leading to the impairment 
of several ecosystems.  

The EDC also pointed out in 
the blog post that there was an 
oil spill as recently as March 
21, 2020, where a tanker truck 
on Route 166 was overturned 
“causing 6,600 gallons of crude 
oil to spill into the Cuyama River, 
ten miles away from Twitchell 
Dam and reservoir. The spill 
harmed wildlife, as several 
mallard ducks died and other 
animals, including turtles and 
birds, were rescued and cleaned 
up.”

 The Nexus will continue 
reporting on the county’s decision 
regarding a potential, new 
trucking plan for ExxonMobil in 
Santa Barbara County. 

Scan above for footage of the protest. 

The protestors first rallied at the base of Storke Tower at noon before marching to Cheadle Hall. 
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The protestors marched through downtown Santa Barbara chanting, “No more Exxon, no more oil. Keep 
the carbon in the soil.”
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IVCSD Plans Pop-Up Events in Downtown I.V. 
for Halloween 2021

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District committee in 
charge of planning Halloween 
2021 is continuing its annual 
tradition of local programming 
in downtown Isla Vista, hoping 
to provide an alternative to 
partying, during their Sept. 28 
meeting. 

The committee — composed of 
Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) Directors 
Spencer Brandt, Catherine 
Flaherty and Ethan Bertrand — 
said that in recent years, there 
has been an “imbalance between 
the public safety response and 
the needs of the community.” 

For the past few years, Isla 
Vista has been largely shut 
down during Halloween 
weekends due to increased 
police presence and the festival 
ordinance, which prohibits 
amplif ied music between 6 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. 

“For Halloween, when 
talking about the imbalance, 
in the dorms freshman year in 
our residence halls, we were 
encouraged not to enter I.V. 
at all, and it’s almost made 
to seem like immediately we 
will be confronted by law 
enforcement,” Flaherty said 
during the meeting. “I was 
very surprised by that, and that 
is a culture we are trying to 
change.” 

In a statement to the 
Nexus, Bertrand agreed with 
Flaherty’s analysis, adding 
that it’s impractical to expect 
I.V. residents to stay home for 
Halloween and that providing 
safe alternatives to partying is a 
good way to make sure people 
still enjoy the holiday. 

“For many years, much 
more attention has been given 
to containing Halloween, as 
opposed to creating a safe 

and fun Halloween experience 
that Isla Vista residents can 
be proud of. The focus on 
containment has centered 
around law enforcement, 
parking restrictions, fencing 
and other efforts. Many Isla 
Vista residents are unsatisf ied 
with this approach,” Bertrand 
said. 

“While UCSB has done a 

lot to provide programs for 
students to enjoy Halloween 
on campus, there is a lack of 
options for residents who want 
to safely celebrate Halloween 
within Isla Vista. We can’t just 
tell people to stay home or go 
to campus during Halloween; 
we have to provide people 
with safe and fun options to 
enjoy Halloween at night in Isla 

Vista,” he continued. 
H i s tor ic a l ly,  I VCSD 

has provided alternative 
programming on Halloween. 
Isla Vista residents may 
remember the “Haunt the 
Loop” event from 2019 or the 
virtual “Halloween at Home” 
event from 2020. This year, 
IVCSD is hoping to put on 
pop-up events in downtown I.V. 

near businesses like the Isla 
Vista Food Cooperative — away 
from residential areas — for 
community members to enjoy. 

According to Bertrand, the 
committee is looking to partner 
with local businesses to put 
on pop-up events such as a 
costume contest, photo booths 
and giveaways. IVCSD has 
identif ied the Isla Vista Food 

Co-op as a potential pop-up 
location for their Halloween 
programming.  

In a unanimous vote, IVCSD 
decided to pursue next steps 
for Halloween programming 
by developing a budget and 
facility-use agreement for future 
board approval, creating a 
public outreach campaign and 
more. 

IVCSD directors virtually discussed Halloween programming for 2021. This photo was taken as a screenshot of the Sept. 29 IVCSD board meeting. 
Nexus Photo Team



SPORTS
The Jets continue to be 

the Jets as they were shut 
out by the Denver Broncos. 
Meanwhile, their former QB 
Sam Darnold is 3-0 with the 
Carolina Panthers. Never 

change, New York.

Armchair QB

Men’s and women’s soccer will both kick off 

the weekend with matchups against the UC Davis 

Aggies. Big West soccer is back!

UCSB Athletics
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Max Sommerfeld
Staff Writer

On Sunday, Sept. 26, the UC 
Santa Barbara women’s soccer 
team took on the Cal State 
Fullerton Titans. The match was 
a defensive battle resulting in a 
1-0 loss for the Gauchos. Going 
into the game, the Titans were 
3-7-0, whereas the Gauchos were 
3-5-2. 

The 250 fans in attendance saw 
a slow game in the beginning of 
the match as the Titans struggled 
to put up any shots on goal. 
On the other hand, UCSB began 
the match on the attack as they 
fired 5 shots. However, none of 
these shots found the back of the 
net. With only 5 corner kicks 
combined between the two teams 
in the first half, the action was 
minimal. The frustrated Cal State 
Fullerton players had 4 fouls as 
they tried to get things going 
with defensive plays, whereas the 

conservative Gauchos f inished 
the first half with no fouls. 

It was not until the second 
half when things got going. The 
Gauchos put up 7 shots to the 
Titan’s 6, but the only shot of the 
game from Fullerton midfielder 
Karla Rodriguez, a header that 
crossed the goal line, made all the 
difference. Her goal in the 72nd 
minute was all Fullerton needed 
to defeat UCSB. It seems the 
yellow card issued to freshman 
defender Alyssa O’Brien in the 
70th minute fueled Cal State 
Fullerton.

Fullerton’s goalie DeAira 
Jackson played at a high level, 
saving all 5 shots the Gauchos 
put on target. The offense for 
the Titans provided the bare 
minimum, but it was enough to 
secure a tough win on the road. 
Despite UCSB outshooting the 
Titans 12-6, one of Fullerton’s 4 
shots on goal that got past UCSB 
goalkeeper Evann Smith was the 

fatal blow. Even with the goal 
allowed, UCSB Head Coach Paul 
Stumpf had high praise for his 
goalkeeper and the rest of his 
team. 

“I thought our goalkeeper 
[Evann Smith] played very 
well,” said Stumpf according to 
ucsbgauchos.com. “She dealt with 
a number of longer-f lighted balls 
in, a lot of set pieces and corner 
kicks, and she was solid. I thought 
Sophia Vivar had a pretty good 
day, and I thought Lauren Helwig 
did well when we moved her up 
to the nine, and of course Emma 
Vanderhyden as well.”

The game elapsed a total of 
one hour and 56 minutes as the 
referee blew the final whistle to 
give the Titans the 1-0 victory. 
The Gauchos will look to get 
back in the win column in their 
next road game as they take on 
the UC Davis Aggies, while Cal 
State Fullerton will match up 
against the UC Irvine Anteaters.

Offense Stalls in Women’s Soccer 1-0 Loss to CSUF
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Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

The UC Santa Barbara women’s 
volleyball team has shown resilience 
this season following a string of 
losses. Although they didn’t do well 
in the Thunderdome Classic, they 
rebounded opening up league play 
with two victories. 

The f irst game of the Thunderdome 
Classic was one to forget for the 
Gauchos as they were routed from 
the start against the Washington 
State Cougars. Throughout the 0-3 
loss, the Gauchos made far too 
many errors, ultimately leading to 

their loss. 
Game two of the Thunderdome 

Classic aga inst Virg inia 
Commonwealth University was 
another game where errors led to 
UCSB’s main problems. Although 
the Gauchos lost the f irst set against 
VCU, they were able to make up for 
their errors by gaining more kills 
than VCU. So, the Gauchos reverse 
swept the Rams, leading to a 3-1 
victory. 

In the rematch versus Washington 
State, the Gauchos fell behind early 
to the Cougars due to a less superior 
kill percentage. In the third set, the 
Gauchos played a near-f lawless set, 

making no errors while having 14 
kills, en route to a 25-9 third set 
victory. In the end, the Gauchos 
lost the fourth set narrowly 21-25, 
due to the Cougars converting 
more of their chances. 

On the other hand, the Gauchos 
responded with this loss with a 
commanding 3-1 victory versus 
the UC San Diego Tritons. The 
Gauchos had to rally from an 
opening f irst set loss. In the reverse 
sweep of the Tritons, outside 
hitter Abrielle Bross and middle 
blocker Deni Wilson led the charge 
with the highest kill percentages 
and most kills in the match. The 
Gauchos ended the match with 10 
more kills than the Anteaters with 
59 total kills and 17 errors, 6 fewer 
than the Anteater’s 23 errors. 

The second match of league play 
against the UC Irvine Anteaters was 
one of the most impressive wins of 
the young season. The Anteaters 
had started off the season 8-4 with 
an opening league win. This makes 
the Gaucho’s performance that 
much more impressive, as they 
swept them in three straight sets. 
This was attributed to the Gaucho’s 
great blocking and defense as they 
only allowed Irvine to get 26 kills 
as opposed to their 50 kills. Right 
side hitter Tallulah Froley was the 
standout performer in this match, 
having a .478 attack percentage, 
along with a team-high 14 kills. 

The Gauchos will be moving into 
conference play 2-0 and taking on 
rivals Cal Poly San Luis Obispo at 
their home stadium. Cal Poly comes 
into this game at a 4-9 overall 
record, but like the Gauchos, are 
on a hot streak, taking their f irst 
two conference games against Cal 
State Fullerton and Long Beach 
State. The Gauchos will be looking 
to stay away from the unforced 
errors, stay hot in conference play 
and open up October on the right 
foot this Friday.

 Women’s Volleyball 
Inconsistent in Thunderdome 

Classic and League Play Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor

As the Major 
League Baseball 
regular season is 
coming to an end, 
there are many 
candidates to take 
home the best 
awards the league 
has to offer. Some 
awards are more 
certain than others, 
but with a week left, 
many of the top-
notch starters will be 
resting as their teams 
clinch their places in 
the postseason. 

Starting with the 
most obvious award 
is the should-be 
unanimous award 
winner of the 
American League 
Most Valuable 
Player, Shohei 
Ohtani. Hailed as 
the “Babe Ruth” of 
Japan when he made 
his MLB debut, it’s 
safe to say he has 
exceeded the league’s 
expectations. 

With injuries 
taking a toll on 
his first two major 
league seasons, 
Ohtani has broken 
out this season with 
45 home runs, 98 
runs batted in and 
24 stolen bases. On 
top of that, Ohtani 
has been one of the 
best pitchers this 
year, racking up 
156 strikeouts and 
pitching to a 3.18 
earned run average. 

On the other hand, 
the National League 
MVP race is a little 
more uncertain 
with three names 
surfacing. The 
contenders are Bryce 
Harper, Fernando 
Tatís Jr. and Juan 
Soto. 

The argument to 
be made with Tatís 
is the fact that he has 
had one of the best 
offensive years from 
a shortstop, despite 
the fact that he has 
been injured for a 
signif icant amount 
of time. 

Harper’s case can 
be made stronger 

if the Philadelphia 
Phillies make it to the 
postseason, but as of 
right now, he holds 
an impressive resume 
nonetheless. For 
starters, he has 34 home 
runs, a .433 on-base 

percentage and a .617 
slugging percentage. 

Soto has bounced 
back from a mediocre 
first half of the season 
to putting up ungodly 
second-half numbers. 
He is second in the MLB 
in batting average, first 
in walks, first in wins 
above replacement and 
second in on-base plus 
slugging. 

With the impressive 
numbers of all these 
players, it would seem 
the deciding factor 
could be Harper’s 
Phillies if they were to 
make the playoffs. 

The American 

League Cy Young 
Award, which goes to 
the best pitcher, was just 
about settled a month 
ago to go to Gerrit Cole, 
but due to disastrous 
performances in his last 
outings, there is a new 
favorite in Robbie Ray. 

Robbie Ray has 
an impressive 2.68 
earned run average, 
244 strikeouts, 7 wins 

above replacement and 
23 quality starts, which 
are all the best among 
American League 
pitchers. 

The National League 
Cy Young Award race 
also took a turn in the 
last couple weeks of 
the season as Corbin 
Burnes has been steady, 
Walker Buehler has 
had his troubles and 
Max Scherzer has 
been dominate since 
being traded to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 

Since joining the 
Dodgers, Scherzer 
has been the best 
pitcher in the league, 
maintaining a 1.43 
earned run average 
and accumulating a 
whopping 7 victories 
with zero losses. The 
case for Scherzer 
over Burnes on the 
Milwaukee Brewers is 
he has pitched more 
innings, won more 
starts, allowed fewer 
hits despite more 
innings and has a lower 
WHIP at .83. 

All in all, there is 
always a shock in the 
MLB end-of-the-season 
awards whether it be 
a unanimous selection 
or a snub at an award. 
One thing is for certain, 
this year’s race to the 
top awards has been 
intense, besides the 
American League MVP 
which is favored to go 
to Ohtani for possibly 
the greatest baseball 
season we have seen in 
the modern era. 

Wikimedia Commons

2021 MLB Award 
Predictions
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Devanshi Tomar
Asst. Science Editor

Following a Food and Drug 
Administration authorization, 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommended 
the Pf izer-BioNTech COVID-
19 booster shot last Friday 
to populations particularly 
susceptible to COVID-19, 
according to a press release from 
the City of Goleta. 

The Santa Barbara County 
Public Health Department 
(SBCPHD) said people 65 years 
or older and people 50-64 years 
old with underlying medical 
conditions should receive the 
booster. These individuals are 
eligible for a booster five months 
after the date they received 
their second dose of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine. 

People aged 18-49 with 
underlying medical conditions 
and people aged 18-64 who are 
prevalently exposed to COVID-
19 in either an institutional or 
occupational setting may receive 
the booster dose at least six 
months after the date of their 
second dose of the Pfizer vaccine. 
Booster shots are offered at local 
pharmacies and through health 
care providers in Santa Barbara 
County. 

These guidelines do not 
apply to those who received the 

Moderna or Janssen ( J&J) vaccine. 
As of Sept. 28, a booster shot of 
either vaccine is not yet available. 
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), as more data becomes 
available, additional populations 
will be recommended for the 
booster. 

“Booster shots will become 
an important part of our local 
strategy to protect our most 
vulnerable community members 
and end the pandemic,” Santa 
Barbara County Public Health 
Director Van Do-Reynoso said in 
a press release last Friday.

SBCPHD said that the vaccines 
approved and administered in the 
U.S. remain extremely effective, 
but that protection slightly 
reduces over time. 

The booster shot maximizes 
that protection. CDC studies 
show that COVID-19 vaccine 
effectiveness is decreasing, 
partially due to waning immunity 
as well as the evolution of 
COVID-19, particularly with the 
severity of the delta variant. 

The approved distribution of 
booster shots to at-risk individuals 
in the U.S. follows a worldwide 
moratorium on boosters called by 
the World Health Organization 
(W.H.O.). 

At a media brief ing earlier 
this month, W.H.O. Director-
General Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus called the push 
for boosters an inequitable 
distribution of resources that 
could aid mitigation efforts of 
COVID-19 worldwide. 
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Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

The western snowy plover 
(Charadrius nivosus) once roamed 
widely through the West Coast, 
from Baja California to Southern 
Washington. 

Instantly recognizable to 
anyone who has ever strolled 
down Sands Beach, the small, 
white birds scutter about the 
shoreline and coastal dunes, 
foraging for invertebrates among 
beach sand and wrack, which is 
resource-rich kelp that washes 
up from the ocean and provides 
shelter for the plover’s prey. 

However, with coastal 
development throughout their 
range — and particularly rampant 
development in Southern 
California — their numbers began 
to dwindle during the mid-20th 
century as their habitats became 
increasingly fragmented. 

Being birds that rely on relatively 
undisturbed beaches to nest and 
reproduce, coastline management 
throughout California served to 
imperil the species, as even forms 
of recreation like sunbathing, 
dog walking and beachcombing 
made many beaches unsuitable 
for nesting. 

By the year 2000, there were 
only 1,500 breeding snowy 
plovers nesting throughout all of 
coastal California, a precipitous 
drop for a species which once 
numbered in the thousands. 

However, there are still refuges 
throughout California where the 
plovers continue to nest. One of 
the most important of these is at 
Sands Beach on Coal Oil Point 
Natural Reserve, less than a mile 
from UC Santa Barbara. 

Here, the conservation program 
for the snowy plovers seeks to 

protect the plovers nesting on 
Sands Beach to perpetuity. 

Such a thing is especially 
remarkable because for decades, 
there were no breeding pairs of 
snowy plovers at Sands Beach. 

The program, which celebrates 
its 20th anniversary this year, has 
been responsible for maintaining 
and monitoring the snowy plovers 
of Sands Beach, the long stretch 
of coastline between Ellwood and 
Coal Oil Point, since 2001. In 
winter, the population of snowy 
plovers can number around 400 
birds. It is the largest aggregation 
of its kind in all of the United 
States. 

“We thought — we hoped 
— to get some plovers to nest 
here again. And now we have 
an average of 35 [pairs] during 
the breeding season. So, it’s 
an amazing result to get,” said 
Cristina Sandoval, director of 
Coal Oil Point Reserve. 

Sands has technically been a 
protected beach since 1970, as 
part of the larger Coal Oil Point 
Reserve encompassing much of 
the lands surrounding Devereux 
Slough. 

However, there were little 
protections in place for the snowy 
plovers on the beach until the 
establishment of the program. 

A number of developments 
led to increased protections for 
the plovers. Sandoval, the former 
co-manager of Coal Oil Point 
Reserve with her husband Kevin 
Lafferty, became the new official 
director of the reserve in 2001. 

Alongside this was the 
fortuitous appearance of 
successful nesting snowy plovers 
near Sands Beach at the mouth 
of Devereux Slough in 2001, first 
sighted by Sandoval and Adrian 
O’Loghlen, a researcher at UCSB.

This caused a resurgence in 
research and conservation interest 
regarding the plovers and Sands 
Beach, resulting in the creation 
of a docent program. The Santa 
Barbara Audubon Society also 
worked to provide funds and 
docents to protect snowy plover 
chicks. 

In 2004, the first management 
plan for Coal Oil Point Reserve 
was written by Sandoval with the 
help of UCSB faculty, intended to 
address issues like unleashed dogs, 

trespassing and the conservation 
interests of the western snowy 
plover. Since then, the program 
has only grown. 

“When we started, I didn’t even 
have a salary … and I didn’t 
have any staff. Now we have 
a plover coordinator that is full 
time dedicated to the snowy 
plovers. We also have a lot more 
docents and volunteers that cover 
the beach, basically seven days a 
week,” Sandoval said. 

A challenge since the program 

was established has been 
balancing recreational access to 
Sands Beach with the interests of 
the plovers, which are sensitive to 
a number of human activities. 

“Really what I manage is 
people. That’s the main factor 
that we really need to control to 
bring this species back from low 
numbers,” Sandoval said.

“The reason the plover 
numbers declined in the last 
several decades is because of 
uncontrolled recreation, beach 

grooming and development on 
the beach.” 

However, despite these 
challenges, the program has 
succeeded in protecting the 
plovers and ensuring their 
survival, all while still largely 
allowing access to the beach.

“From studying the plovers here, 
at Coal Oil Point, we thought we 
could achieve that balance. But 
it’s all very site specific. It worked 
here but may not work on other 
beaches,” Sandoval said. 

The conservation program, in collaboration with the Santa Barbara Zoo, released nine snowy plovers back into the wild at Sands Beach on 
Sept. 21. Zoo personnel had been incubating and rehabilitating them there after docents found eggs and an abandoned chick earlier this year.

Back From the Brink: 20 Years of Snowy Plover 
Conservation at Coal Oil Point Reserve
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SB County Begins Rollout 
of Pfizer Booster Shots to 

Vulnerable PopulationsIt’s not the heat, it’s the humidity
Devanshi Tomar
Asst. Science Editor

College is certainly full of novel 
experiences, but experiencing 
such extreme humidity (>90% 
last week!) was not one such 
novel experience I anticipated.

Within just a few minutes 
of leaving my dorm, my hair 
simultaneously wilted and 
expanded. I don’t know how to 
explain it better. We live near 
several forms of water (lagoons, 
small pools of piss on DP and 
the Pacific Ocean), and much 
of that water evaporates into 
our atmosphere. Our 
hair, specif ically 
its porosity 

and the chemicals it consists 
of, is extremely attractive to 
atmospheric hydrogen. So 
attractive, in fact, that a strand 
of hair served as one of the 
earliest forms of a hygrometer, 
which is an instrument meant to 
measure humidity. 

As hydrogen molecules bond 
between the keratin proteins in 
a single hair strand, it swells 
and folds in on itself. Multiply 
this by 100,000, which is the 
average number of hairs a 
human has on their head, and 

you’ve got a grievous case of the 
frizz. People with hair that tends 
to be drier or generally more 
porous fall as especially severe 
victims, because more hydrogen 
molecules are able to infiltrate 
the spaces between those keratin 
strands. Those blessed with low-
to-normal porosity likely battle 
less poufiness and frizz — lucky 
you! Don’t talk to me.

Being new to I.V. means 
being new to many things. I 
learned there are things I must 
understand and rules I must 
adhere to, and they’re easy 
enough to remember: curbs 
aren’t for sitting, bicyclists top 
the right-of-way hierarchy, 8 
a.m.s suck (but are sometimes 
unavoidable), wear closed-toe 
shoes to the beach, so on and so 
forth. In my time here, though 
brief, I do have one more tip to 
add — to my fellow frustrated 
frizzy-headed friends, a little 
hemp seed oil extract goes a 
very long way.

Learn these things and you’ll 
also learn how lovely, diverse and 
peaceful yet exciting it is here, 
especially after 18 months of 
desiccating at home. Personally, 

I find that being near a body 
of water does much for 

the mind and soul. But, 
my God, what it does 

to the hair. 

LUCA DISBROW / DAILY NEXUS

Public health officials intend the booster shot to protect members of 
the community susceptible to serious COVID-19 infections. 
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Literature in Review: Three New Novels for the Fall Season
Sam Franzini
Staff Writer

Back-to-school season means 
new routines, new habits and 
attempts at productivity that, 
let’s be honest, wear thin after 
the f irst or second week of the 
quarter. But reading has been 
proved to be a signif icant stress 
reliever where you can get lost 
in a different world just for a bit. 
An extremely angry online mob 
that threatens to ruin a game 
developer’s life, an Instagram 
crush that goes horribly wrong, 
and a tense tale about a father 
and son trying to get by on 
nothing make up the plots of 
this month’s book review. We 
recommend new and exciting 
books that will be a relief from 
the dullness of assigned reading. 
Artsweek talked to three debut 
authors with books so addicting, 
you’ll get back into reading for 
pleasure in no time.

“We Are Watching Eliza 
Bright” by A.E. Osworth 
(Grand Central Publishing)

In A.E. Osworth’s new genre-
bending book, the titular Eliza 
Bright is a software coder at 
Fancy Dog Games, where she 
works up the ladder. She gets a 
promotion early on but pretty 
much only because she’s sleeping 
with her boss, Preston, to earn 
his favor. Or maybe she doesn’t. 
Maybe she earns the promotion 
because she is a beautiful, hard-
working and fantastic coder. 
The truth is, the reader doesn’t 
really know. The book is told 

from two “hivemind” sides — 
one, a far-right, misogynistic, 
gamer-type group that envies 
Eliza’s power (what’s a woman 
doing at our favorite game 
studio?) and two, a much smaller 
collection of feminist, liberal 
minds called the Sixsterhood, 
who live together and have an 
infectious positive attitude. On 
the inspiration for the hivemind 
narration, Osworth told me, 
“The Reddit narrators worked 
their way in from the jump — I 
found myself typing in the ‘we’ 
voice, and I thought to myself, 
‘Oh, that’s interesting, who are 
these guys?’ ... I ingested a ton 
of Reddit and 4chan, which was 
not so very much fun.” 

But, of course, there are private 
moments in the book where the 
mob doesn’t know everything, 
like the aforementioned scenario 
where Eliza may or may not be 
sleeping with Preston. “Intense 
fandoms (and that’s what haters 
are, really) usually make stuff 
up about the people who are 

the subjects of their parasocial 
relationships — so that’s what 
I went with. The narrators 
invent things they can’t know,” 
Osworth says. The rabid 
Redditors get their information 
through various leaks at the 
company, which is how they 
know the location and details of 
most of the characters.

The Redditors are lurking in 
the background, everywhere, 
including a heated group 
meeting where things spiral out 
of control with a top developer, 
Lewis. Eliza’s life then becomes a 
constant f ight of privacy, cancel 
culture and hiding from a mob 
all because of her position at a 
video game company. The book 
is a ref lection of the polarizing 
internet culture we all submit 
to and what dangerous forces 
could come to fruition.

“A Touch of Jen” by Beth 
Morgan (Little, Brown and 
Company)

Beth Morgan’s debut novel 
shows Remy and Alicia, a couple 
living in New York whose lives 
seemingly revolve around Jen, 
a former co-worker of Remy’s. 
Her magnetic Instagram prof ile 
shows her vacation pictures, a 
jewelry shop she opened and 
other illusions of a perfect life. 
Remy and Alicia are obsessed, 
and they even f loat the idea 
of printing out a picture of 
Jen’s face that Alicia can wear 
during sex. They run into Jen 
at the Apple store one day, and 
when she invites them to go on 
a surf ing trip, their obsession 
takes hold in dangerous ways.

Desperate to please, Remy 

and Alicia come off as awkward, 
but Jen’s true colors also start to 
show. She calls Remy a “freak” 
despite his niceness several 
times, and she notices Alicia’s 
need to be liked by her. Because 
they know her online persona 
so well, “Alicia has an intimate 
familiarity with Jen’s image, 
Jen’s body, but Jen doesn’t have 
that same relationship with her 
and understandably is unsettled 
by Alicia’s sudden intimacy,” 
Morgan told me.

There’s also a recurring theme 
of self-actualization: Jen and her 
friend Carla are obsessed with 
the book “The Apple Bush,” 
a self-help guide to realizing 
your “consummate result” in 
life (Alicia picks up the book 
and gets invested as well). To 
reach your full potential, you 
must notice the “signif iers” that 
are presented. Remy, initially 
skeptical, starts to believe it 
after a turning point in his 
life, which is when the oddities 

and horror element of the book 
start to set in. “I really wanted 
to capture the craziness and 
instability of what it’s like to 
be caught up in that kind of 
worldview — how it can warp 
our sense of reality and lead to 
this really scary place,” Morgan 
said. 

“Abundance” by Jakob 
Guanzon (Graywolf Press)

Meet Henry and Junior, a 
father-son duo with little money 
to spare (the amount they have 
is the name of each chapter, 
slowly dwindling as time 
progresses). Wanting to make 
Junior’s eighth birthday special, 
Henry splurges on McDonald’s, 
but things take a turn for the 
worst when Junior gets sick. 
An interaction with a motel 
neighbor turns violent, and they 
have to rush away. After taking 
away increasingly ill Junior — 
and with the all-important job 
interview looming in the back 
of his mind — Henry works a 
landscaping job under extreme 
time pressure, desperately tries 
to f ill up his gas tank, and 
the reader feels his heightening 
anxiety (and lessening funds) 
with each page. 

“Even the most hard-working 
and rugged individuals among 
[Americans] ultimately f ind 
themselves coming up short 
against a system that was never 
built for their prosperity, let 
alone their survival,” Guanzon 
told me. The desperate 
situations Henry is placed in 
really highlight how good we 
have it, leading to the ironic 
title “Abundance.” The book is 

an exercise in gratitude as we 
see the duo not have money 
for even basic amenities (Henry 
basically force-feeds Junior his 
meal at McDonalds so as not to 
waste a penny). “The promise 
of a cushy, customer-is-always-
right lifestyle and upward social 
mobility are so intrinsic to our 
national ethos that they’ve 
come to comprise an American 
birthright,” Guanzon said. 

The book’s fast pacing and 
dramatic situations played like 
an action movie in my mind, 
and Guanzon agreed it could 
translate to the big screen. “A 
couple studios have expressed 
interest,” he said, “But if it 
doesn’t work out, I’m plenty 
content with the opportunity 
[Henry and Junior] had to live 
in readers’ minds. That alone 
had seemed a lot to aspire for 
and is now a rare privilege that 
humbles me every single day.” 

Courtesy of Grand Central Publishing 
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In Review: Sufjan Stevens and Angelo De Augustine Revisit 
Past Stories To Forge Their Own on “A Beginner’s Mind”

Adam Majcher
Reporter

After proclaiming he was 
“sick of folk music” and 
proceeding to drop two 
electronic albums in less than 
a year — one a whopping 49 
tracks long — Suf jan Stevens 
returns to his folky roots 
and teams up with labelmate 
Angelo De August ine to 
forge the comparat ive ly 
str ipped-back “A Beg inner’s 
Mind.” Craf t ing each song 
f rom an array of fantasy 
and mythology-based f i lms 
they watched in an upstate 
New York moviethon, the 
labelmates ef fec t ively pay 
tribute to the cinematography 
they grew up with in their 
f irst project together. From 
“The Silence of the Lambs’’ to 
“Hellraiser” to tales of angels, 
pil lars in Hell and even the 
great Mount Olympus, the 
duo draw on a wide range of 
ar t ist ic inspiration to forge 
their own musical odyssey. 

However,  the va r ious 
l i te ra t u re ,  mov ie s  and 
mytholog ica l stor ies that 
a re ut i l i zed by Stevens 
and De Augustine serve as 
conduits to convey a greater, 
uni f y ing meaning despite 
thei r seemingly disparate 
backgrounds. “A Beg inner’s 
Mind” focuses on the very 
thing it is named after — a 
youthful mind f i l led with 
hopeful , naive f lames born 
in a world seemingly set to 
extinguish them. 

The two Asthmatic Kit ty 
label signees establ ish the 
rotten nature of our modern 
soc ie t y mu lt iple  t imes 
throughout the record , 
whether it is on “Murder and 
Crime” where they sing, “This 

l i fe/is so cruel and unkind 
… as the law would abide in 
murder and crime”; on “You 
Give Death a Bad Name” 
where they criticize the U.S., 
sing ing, “Death to America 
… (Shot through the heart) 
God bless America”; and even 
through the a lbum’s closer 
“Lacr imae” with the l ines 
“Lord, why must this li fe be 
so cruel/And shadowed in the 
gloom?”

And yet the va r ious 
protagonists of each song are 
described in stark contrast as 
young, hopeful novices rapidly 
losing their innocence to the 
world that surrounds them. 
On “(This Is) The Thing,” 
Stevens and De August ine 
sing, “My love is a witness for 
the loss of your innocence,” 
whi le on “Olympus,” they 
describe the youthful joy of 
a f irst kiss and f irst wish. On 
the tit le track, Stevens and 
De Augustine mention the 
so-called beginner’s mind as 
something to strive for, while 
on “Fictional California” they 
sing, “Open the light to the 
darkness … Open your li fe 
to the hardness,” almost like 
the world is beckoning the 
listener to give up the light of 
innocence. 

These themes of naivete are 
ef fectively paired with hushed, 
harmonized vocals that never 
r ise above a whisper and 
incredibly lush but subdued 
instrumentals that are present 
from start to f inish on the 
ent i re 45 -minute a lbum. 
As such, the whole project 
has an extremely consistent 
sound that can almost blend 
a l l the songs together, yet 
“A Beginner’s Mind” rewards 
those who keep their focus 
with its subtle but beautiful 

instrumental embell ishments 
and cryptica l ly fascinat ing 
lyrical gems. 

“The Wizard of Oz”-inspired 
“Back to Oz” especially stands 
out in this aspect with a yellow 
brick road of instrumentation 
that leads to pure bliss on the 
chorus, with an instrumental 
arrangement that is one of the 
best in Stevens’ whole career. 
Combined with Stevens’ and 
De Augustine’s beautiful vocal 
harmonies that describe Oz 
almost as a utopia they keep 
going back to but never get 
anything from before ending 
the song with a question — 
“Do you mind that I’m falling 
apart?” — the track is as perfect 
as Oz was promised to be. 

“Olympus,” based on “Clash 
of the Titans,” features Stevens 
and De Augustine at their 
vocal best as their heavenly 
cal l-and-response harmonies 
could even please the Greek 
gods in their very own throne 
room. The track sounds 

angelic as a strumming guitar 
combines with the hypnotic 
chanting of “There’s no place 
like home” to create a sound 

that is simply euphoric. 
While these are just two 

of many highl ights , every 
single track on “A Beginner’s 
Mind” is exquisitely produced. 

“Lady Macbeth In Chains” 
starts out stripped back with 
ominous embe l l i shment s 
that eventual ly, a long with 

the vocals, build up to a 
genuinely danceable rhythm 
on the chorus, while “The 
Pillar Of Souls” is the most 
menacing-sounding song on 
the tracklist, with a thumping 
beat and creepily chanted vocal 
harmonies dealing with torture 
in Hell. Both “Reach Out” and 
“Cimmerian Shade” sound 
fantastically light and blissful, 
even if the latter’s lyrics are 
anything but. 

Yet “A Beginner’s Mind”’s 
cryptic lyrics prove to be both 
a blessing and a curse — with 
the album’s well-executed 
but scant sound palette 
preventing anything much 
longer in runtime, there fails 
to be a clear takeaway from the 
various themes of naivete in a 
wicked world that are present 
throughout. 

There is a certain magic in the 
unknown aspects of the record, 
however. Its shorter length (for 
a Stevens project) and lack of a 

concrete conclusion from the 
lyrics almost allow the listener 
to decide themself how the plot 
of the aural movie Stevens and 
De Augustine recorded ends. Is 
the world too far gone for the 
dreams discussed in “Lost In 
The World” to come true like 
they hope? Or is this the tale 
of a hero’s journey, where the 
young protagonist overcomes 
the seemingly unwavering 
darkness around them?

On “A Beginner’s Mind,” 
Stevens and De Augustine 
go back to their artistic 
and cinematographic roots 
to produce their own story. 
Despite the album being 
somewhat homogeneous in 
terms of sound and a bit cryptic 
at points, it is phenomenally 
produced, beautifully arranged 
and performed, and creates a 
fascinating narrative from its 
cinematic and mythological 
roots. 

Rating: 8/10

Courtesy of Rolling Stone

A Beginner’s Mind” focuses on 
the very thing it is named after 
— a youthful mind filled with 

hopeful, naive flames born in a 
world seemingly set to extinguish 

them.”

“
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ON THE MENU
On the Menu

Stephanie Gerson
Staff Writer

While I knew that making the 
decision to eat less meat would 
be better for the environment, 
I never realized how the way I 
bought groceries impacted the 
planet. I have always brought my 
own bags to the grocery store 
and, just like any other person, 
thought this was enough. 
However, I realized that I was 
subconsciously purchasing a lot 
of single-use plastic every time 
I bought groceries. Over the 
past few months, I’ve made a 
conscious effort to change the 
way I shop. Shopping more 
sustainably and consciously is a 
lot easier than you might think! 
Some of these tips might even 
save you some cash!

Buy in Bulk
After being closed due to 

COVID-19, bulk stations have 
reopened! I personally like 
shopping in bulk at the Isla 
Vista Food Co-op and stocking 
up on my favorite pantry 
staples. I bring my own jars 
to cut down on plastic — plus, 
bulk shopping saves me money 
in the long run. Buying in bulk 
is great for students with busy 
schedules who don’t have time 
to grocery shop multiple times 
per week. Currently, I have bulk 
jars of chia seeds, brown rice 
and pasta in my pantry. 

Be Mindful of Packaging
When in doubt, look for glass 

or aluminum food packaging. 

I love buying sauces in glass 
jars, such as pasta sauce or 
salsa, since I can rinse them 
out once they’re f inished and 
use them as bulk containers, 
plant propagation jars and 
more! Glass and metal can be 
recycled indef initely compared 
to plastic, which has so many 
dif ferent varieties, most of 
which aren’t actually recyclable. 
Most grocery stores carry a 
wide selection of items in glass 
or aluminum packaging, and 
they are usually only a few 
cents more expensive than 
plastic-wrapped items.

Bring Your Own Bags
This sounds a little obvious, 

but have you ever thought 
about bringing your own bags 
for unwrapped produce? I love 
bringing mesh produce bags or 
reusing older, plastic produce 
bags at the grocery store when 
buying my fruits and veggies. 
Additionally, this hack helps 
prevent me from buying too 
much produce that might spoil 
in the fridge since I can choose 
the exact amount I wish to buy. 
Produce with peels, including 
bananas, squash and citrus 
fruits, can sit in your cart 
without a bag.

Shop With a List and Keep 
Your Kitchen Organized

When my shelves and fridge 
aren’t organized, I tend to 
overbuy since I forget what 
I have at home. Keep your 
kitchen clean rather than 
cluttered so you can always 

see the ingredients you already 
have!

I also always bring some form 
of a list with me to the grocery 
store so I can stay focused. 
The grocery store is one of my 
favorite places, and I know that 
without a shopping list, I’d buy 
many things that I don’t even 
need. Shopping with a list helps 
prevent food waste!

Shop Local!
 I wish I made more of an 

effort to visit the farmers market 
and shop at smaller markets! 
There are two amazing farmers 
markets near Isla Vista: the 
Camino Real Marketplace 
Farmers’ Market on Sundays 
and the farmers market on 
State Street on Tuesdays! 
Supporting local farms is great 
for the community, plus most 
farm stands do not wrap their 
produce in excessive packaging! 

Remember that it’s very 
dif f icult to be a conscious 
shopper all the time. Many 
essential grocery items are 
packaged with plastic or 
materials that cannot be easily 
recycled or reused. Don’t 
beat yourself up for buying a 
package of tofu wrapped in 
plastic or a carton of milk with 
a plastic cap. Sometimes, it’s 
unavoidable! Eco-guilt doesn’t 
help anyone. However, doing 
your part by purchasing some 
items in bulk, shopping from 
local vendors or only buying 
items you need are great ways 
to shop with the environment 
in mind. 

A Student’s Guide to Sustainable Grocery Shopping

STEPHANIE GERSON / DAILY NEXUS

Alice Bilyk
Staff Writer

Hey littlest lads of UCSB! Welcome back to 
class. To get you through these f irst weeks of 
in-person classes, here’s a recipe for berries 
and cream (little lad dance optional). You can 
do it just in case, for mummy. For any vegan 
or lactose-non-friendly littlest lads, there’s an 
included berries and vegan chia cream recipe! 
Disclaimer: You do not have to be vegan or 
lactose-non-friendly to try this version.

Both of these recipes make approximately 
one (large-ish) serving of berries and cream, 
so double it to share it with your best little lad 
friend! Feel free to swap out the berries used for 
your favorite berries or fruits. 

Berries and Sour Cream

Ingredients:
•	 1 dollop sour cream (approximately 1 

heaping tablespoon) 
•	 ¼ cup shredded coconut 
•	 1 tablespoon sunf lower seeds
•	 4 ounces strawberries
•	 3 ounces blackberries
•	 2 ounces raspberries
•	 1 gram stevia sweetener or 1 tablespoon 

brown sugar or coconut sugar
•	 1 tablespoon lemon juice (optional)
•	 Lemon zest to taste

Directions:
1. Macerate the berries: Place them in a bowl, 

cover with sugar, mix and let sit for a few 
minutes. You can also add lemon juice if 
you would like to.

2. While the berries are resting, toast the 
sunf lower seeds and shredded coconut 
until golden brown and fragrant. Set them 
aside to cool.

3. Add the sour cream to the berries and 
stir until evenly incorporated. Garnish 
with the shredded coconut and sunf lower 
seeds. Zest some lemon on top to taste.

Berries and Vegan Chia Cream

Ingredients:
•	 8 ounces unsweetened coconut creamer 

(or your preferred creamer)
•	 4 tablespoons chia seeds
•	 ¼ cup shredded coconut
•	 1 tablespoon sunf lower seeds
•	 4 ounces strawberries
•	 3 ounces blackberries
•	 2 ounces raspberries
•	 1 gram stevia sweetener or 1 tablespoon 

brown sugar or coconut sugar
•	 1 tablespoon lemon juice (optional)
•	 Honey or maple syrup to taste
•	 Lemon zest to taste

Directions:
1. Combine the creamer and chia seeds. 

Mix and let sit for at least 10-15 minutes. 
Macerate the berries: Place them in a bowl, 
cover with sugar, mix and let sit for a few 
minutes. You can also add lemon juice if 
you would like to.

2. While the berries are resting, toast the 
sunf lower seeds and shredded coconut 
until golden brown and fragrant. Set them 
aside to cool.

3. Layer the fruit on top of the chia pudding. 
Garnish with the coconut and sunf lower 
seeds. Zest some lemon on top and add 
honey or maple syrup to taste.

I hope you and your little lad friends enjoy 
these recipes! They are both relatively healthy 
and f illing! Berries and cream is a great morning 
breakfast to fuel your little lad adventures for 
the day.

Little Lad’s Berries and Cream

Chace Duma
On the Menu Editor

Congrats! You’re either 
back to living on your own 
or living on your own for the 
f irst time. It’s a super fun, and 
sometimes scary, transition to 
make. Independence can feel 
incredibly freeing, especially 

after a year and a half of being 
locked indoors (potentially 
with your parents) and unable 
to feel independent at all. 

When I became a sophomore, 
dropped my meal plan and 
moved into an apartment, one 
of the most exciting aspects 
of starting to live on my own 
was the idea of buying my own 

groceries (nerdy, I know, but I 
guess that’s why I’m the editor 
of this section). In the weeks 
leading up to the start of my 
lease, I would imagine all the 
pantry essentials I’d get to buy, 
how I’d stock my fridge ... you 
get the point. 

My f irst trip to the grocery 
store was ... wasteful, to say 

the  least. I’d grown up in a 
house of f ive with two brothers 
as hungry as I was. I wasn’t 
used to buying for one and 
ended up with a lot of rotting 
vegetables at the back of my 
fridge. Furthermore, there was 
so much single-use plastic! 
The more I learned about our 
climate crisis, the guiltier I felt 

stuff ing apples and oranges in 
plastic bags and buying single-
use containers of rice, pasta, 
etc. It took me a while to start 
to break the grocery shopping 
habits I had built up over the 
years. Hopefully, this guide will 
help you form more conscious, 
sustainable shopping habits. 

It’s a lot tougher to break an 

old habit than it is to form a 
new one, so starting to shop 
sustainably before you get 
ingrained in your old ways is 
vital! I hope you f ind this guide 
useful and that you can start 
implementing these strategies 
as soon as possible in order to 
shop greener and reduce your 
waste at the source! 

ALICE BILYK / DAILY NEXUS
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Did Quarantine Ruin Your Social 
Skills Or Are You Just Less 

Pleasant Now?: A Brief Guide

UCSB To Combat Student 
Loneliness By Stuffing Seven 

Roommates In One Dorm

Miss Informed
Staff Girlboss

I’m sure most of you can relate to those awkward 
post-2020 interactions, such as painful small talk 
with a barista or a Freudian slip over Zoom with a 
peer, as well as the obligatory bashful explanation 
that inevitably follows such interactions: “Ah, 
quarantine right? I don’t know how to talk to people 
anymore, haha!” 

However, if we were to approach this issue 
critically, it seems like there is no way to determine 
whether quarantine is truly the cause behind our 
shared social plight or if we are actually, at our 
core, really fucking weird. Fret not, dear reader, for 
this handy guide is here to help you differentiate 
between a bad social streak and being a permanent 
freak!

Ordering at Restaurants
Bad Social Streak: Sometimes simply ordering 

food can make you want to dissipate into a fine 
mist that never reassumes a human form. However, 
if you say, “You too!” when the waiter wishes you a 
nice meal, or if you pronounce “Filet Mignon” like 

“Fill-et Mig-nun,” those are the marks of temporary 
social faux-pas. 

Permanent Freak: Pissing your pants, like a little 
pee-pee bitch baby. Oh yeah? You just looove 
pissing your pants, huh? How about you sit in your 
disgusting little wet pants and think about what 
you’ve done, you pathetic fucking worm.

Bumping Into a Friend in Public
Bad Social Streak: We’ve all been there; do you 

say hello and make terribly awkward small talk 
about what they’re doing and where they’re going, 
or do you bow your head and pretend you didn’t 
see them? If you do end up making the wrong 
choice by stopping to say hi, the occasional lapse in 
conversation while you both stare at your shoes is 
perfectly normal and a typical sign of a bad social 
streak.

Permanent Freak: Look at all that fucking piss 
running down your leg, you filthy cumbucket. How 
about you crawl over here and lick Mommy’s boot, 
you gross little freak? You’re good for nothing except 
pissing your fucking pants and you know it, don’t 
you?

Going to a Work Party
Bad Social Streak: Work parties are right up there 

with in-law dinner parties and middle school dances 
as some of the worst parties ever, and they’re often 
made worse by the combination of watered-down 
office sangria and the fact that you hate all of your 
coworkers. With all of this in mind, the occasional 
forgotten name (“Oh you’re Gary? I’m so sorry, 
I thought your name was Larry!”) or a drunken 
conversation with your boss can be excused as just 
a bad social streak.

Permanent Freak: Yeah, lick it up you little fucking 
slut. Lick it all up. I know you’re fucking thirsty; 
you’re always wanting more, aren’t you? You better 
not stop ‘till you can see your ref lection in this 
fucking f loor or you’ll have to take your punishment 
lying down, you worthless piss-baby.

Hopefully this guide has illustrated the slight, but 
crucial differences between a post-quarantine slip-
up and being an inherent fuck-up! Now go out there, 
have fun, and be safe! Or don’t, because you may be 
a menace to society.

Miss Informed wants to clarify that she does not have 
any morbid kinks that she acts out in public.

Sam Franzini
Floridian Correspondent

Talk about a two-for-one deal! UC Santa 
Barbara has just announced that to solve the 
upcoming fall housing crisis, student dorms will 
now be packed with six-to-eight friendly faces 
waiting to welcome you to your new home. The 
new regulation will accommodate all of the new 
students/customers the university admitted last 
year, when they forgot students were real people 
that unfortunately take up physical space and not 
just Zoom boxes.

Not only have they f ixed housing, but students 
have been saved from the pervading feelings 
of loneliness and isolation that Zoom school 
breeds! With up to 10 students in one room, 
incoming freshmen will never feel alone again! 
After the wildly successful smiley face initiative, 
Counseling & Psychological Services worked with 
the university to ensure their wellness programs 
continued to promote student wellbeing.

“We’re so excited about the opportunity of 
having a baker’s dozen students in one dorm,” the 
Director of Student Friendship Susan Poleman told 
Nexustentialism. “Studies show physical touch is 
crucial for human relationships, and in our new 
conf iguration, you’re bound to be touching at 
least two random body parts at all times.”

Students everywhere are celebrating the decision 
and getting to know their new roommates. “Me 
and my 14 new besties do everything together!” 
f irst-year Rebecca Jillian said. “Sarah D., Sara J., 
Sarah L, Sarah M. and I call ourselves the fridge 
girls because we’re always smushed in that area. 
It’s always a competition to see who can get to the 
Brita f irst!” she said, laughing.

However, there are some slight disadvantages 
to the new program, including questions on if this 
is enough space for a college-age adult to occupy. 
“When Matt’s 6:45 a.m. alarm turns on, it wakes 
everyone up because it takes him a while to crawl 
over the mass of bodies that are in the room at all 
times,” Kyle Damon said. “It’s especially confusing 
when my girlfriend’s over. She’s like, ‘Hey Kyle!’ 
and all three of us answer.” 

Despite minor setbacks, freshmen are bound to 
notice how much happier and less lonely they’ll be 
in the months to come. UCSB assures that you’ll 
never go to the dining hall, lectures or the gym 
alone with their new slogan: “The only campus 
that guarantees 18 automatic friends!”

Once again, UCSB has shown that when it 
comes to solving the many crises students face, 
they’re always ready to tackle the challenge.

Sam Franzini is extremely relieved he never has to step 
foot in a dorm again.

J. MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 

J. MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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Had to give pet gold� sh an emergency 
bath

Su� ering Yerba Mate withdrawals

Radioactive koi � sh ate your homework

Had to be given mouth to mouth by a blue  
heron after nearly drowning in the lagoon

Currently mourning the Elon Musk and 
Grimes breakup 

Got hepatitis after running barefoot on 
broken glass on DP 

Transferred, oops

Stuck at the top of Storke Tower (send 
help)

In jail for a triple homicide

Pulled a James and got stuck inside a 
giant peach

Got run over by bikes on the � rst day of  
school and am now in a full body cast

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Hand too sore from jerking o�  to write

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

ARIES

The Signs as Excuses You Can Use 
To Get an Extension on Your First 

Homework Assignment

OPINION
Megan Ramsey
Staff Writer

A small Christian American 
town should be the perfect 
utopia for white Christians 
with its superior and 
amazingly virtuous godly 
values and devotion. But let’s 
be real, the Bible Belt is not 
a desirable destination. When 
I see extreme evangelical 
Christianity in the United 
States, it’s not utopic. It’s 
reminiscent of a dystopia fit 
for a “Get Out,” Stepford-esque 
couple.

A theocracy ruled by white 
Christian nationalists (not to 
be confused with simple, God-
loving Americans) would be 
a place where people are so 
overzealous that they would 
kill to purge society in what 
they consider to be in the 
name of God. Americans 
have been socialized to think 
that Christian nationalism is 
acceptable rather than a threat 
to society. 

The overwhelming force 
of Christianity ingrained in 
Southern culture has created 
a society of individuality, 
greed, racism, hatred, small-
mindedness and a desire to 
control others’ lives. Prior 
to the Civil War, churches 
split due to their differences. 
Southern Christians supported 
slavery, which started an 
expansive legacy of and a 
deep regard for nationalism, 
capitalism, traditionalism and 
conservatism. 

I have never been more glad 
to no longer be a Texan than 
with the passing of Texas’ 
abortion law, which gave 
me a glimpse of a reality in 
which nationalist Christianity 
rules. It showed me traces 
of “The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
where women are subordinate 
and not in control of their 
bodies and lives, where white 
supremacy thrives and where 
anyone who diverges from the 
path of Christ is punished by 
the people who play God. 

We live in a world that Jesus 
would hate. Yes, teaching love 
and kindness and acceptance is 

good, but the Bible also shows 
us an anthropocentric view 
that Earth was made for the 
taking of humans. The Bible 
also introduces the idea that 
women lie and scheme, such 
as with Eve and Potiphar’s 
wife, the latter of whom tried 
to seduce Joseph; these stories 
give  people misinterpreted 
grounds for the justification of 
homophobia, misogyny, pro-
life arguments, slavery and the 
denial of social welfare. 

The Bible has fanciful stories. 
It isn’t a first-hand document, 
but somehow, several thousand 
years later, it continues to 
act for many as a manual for 
life. The radical Christian 
visionaries who interpret it 
politicize it and tell Christians 
how to live, who to support 
and what is right and wrong. 
That must make life so easy for 
them because they don’t have 
to think or analyze life outside 
their bubble. Most evangelical 
Christians supported Donald 
Trump because he spoke to 
them and appealed to the 
Christian values they want 
incorporated into law. They 
are so scared that something 
like Black Lives Matter or the 
LGBTQ+ community will 
disrupt their sense of security 
that was provided by Trump 
and his tendency toward 
bigotry.

When white evangelicals 
come out in full force for 
leaders like Trump, the whole 
world is affected. Zealous 
Christian inf luencers have 
been pro-Israel, condemning 
Palestinians; Islamophobic and 
xenophobic, perpetuating hate 
and discrimination against 
people of color, immigrants 
and refugees; misogynistic 
with desires that set women’s 
rights back by decades; and 
anti-LGBTQ+, which can lead 
to suicide and hate crimes. 
The spread of these dominant 
ideologies hinders progress 
and is harmful coming from a 
nation and religion that should 
set an example and welcome 
everyone.

Nationalist church 
communities are like 

mini theocracies that are 
determined to spread their 
message and homogeneity 
of thought. In Fort Worth, 
Texas, there is a church called 
Mercy Culture, which makes 
its sermons a spectacle that 
draws in thousands. Members 
of the church go through an 
initiation process involving 
a series of videos created by 
their pastor, Landon Schott, 
who answers moral questions 
for his congregation and wants 
everyone to have personal, 
daily encounters with God to 
better lead their lives. Through 
his Instagram, he has spread 
anti-mask, anti-vaccination, 
racist and homophobic 
sentiments.

Many conservative 
American Christians like to 
pick and choose values that 
suit and benefit themselves. 
This puts people who differ 
from them at risk. Americans 
who want to live different 
lives end up being threatened 
by policies inf luenced by 
American Christianity. 

For centuries, Christianity 
has been used to justify atrocity 
after atrocity — oppression, 
mental domination, violence 
and the deaths of innocents. 
It has been used as a tool 
for exclusion, hatred and 
extremism. It’s absurd that 
Christianity is still supposed 
to be the answer to all our 
problems. The Crusades led 
Christians into the battlefield; 
the “discovery” of the 
Americas led to genocide 
because of their ideas of God 
and glory; Christianity and 
white supremacy go hand in 
hand and have been forever 
linked by Nazi Germany; 
Southern Christians mobilized 
against civil rights; and 
white supremacists have 
been championed as heroic 
rather than terroristic, such 
as with the Capitol Riot and 
the Charlottesville “Unite the 
Right” rally. 

People think the Taliban and 
Sharia law are scary, but most 
fail to see how frightening 
Christian nationalists within 
the U.S. can be. Both are cases 

of religious extremism; it’s just 
that the Christian extremists 
are white Westerners — and 
white people have always 
wreaked havoc in the United 
States. The threat they pose 
is a nice, gilded one in a land 
of the American Dream. At 
the end of the day, Republican 
congresspeople will cover for 
the maniacs who try to bring 
about violence and bloodshed 
in the country they so love.

This radical Christianity 
— the kind where they pray 
after breaking into the Capitol 
with rape and murder on 
their minds — is dangerous, 
especially for a nation as 
diverse as the United States. 
Christian totalitarianism 
should be no better than 
Muslim totalitarianism. In 
both situations, minorities 
become oppressed and the 
extreme are emboldened. The 
now thin separation of church 
and state is what seems to be 
keeping evangelical Christians 
at bay.

There are devout 
Christian representatives 
like Congressman Madison 
Cawthorn who want 
bloodshed, who want to use 
their authority to promote 
Christian values to everyone. 
It’s no wonder he visited 
Adolf Hitler’s home, glorifying 
a Germany that could have 
been a white, Christian land, 
free from different thoughts, 

free from people who don’t 
respect fragile white men. 
Racism and white Christians 
are connected. Hitler was and 
probably still is an inspiration 
to men like him.

Devout Christians give 
power to fragile white religious 
leaders who preach about 
salvation and claim they hear 
voices. These are men who 
pretend to be the moral judges 
of a corrupt society and who 
have zero credibility, yet they 
stir up Christian fervor with 
their theatrics and hellfire-and-
brimstone preaching. Their 
fanatic followers don’t have the 
same level of autonomy and free 
will as someone who doesn’t 
belong to an organization that 
is so inf luential to their lives. 
But they are comforted by the 
lack of challenge provided by 
radical church communities. 
Christians should be scared 
of the destruction that these 
extremists could bring.

Although both religions 
are Janus-faced, it seems 
like more weight is given to 
the atrocities committed by 
Muslim extremism than 
Christian extremism. Christian 
nationalists should just mind 
their business and let all of 
us progressive heathens go to 
hell if God so chooses. It’s not 
like we should be able to drag 
them down with us.

Megan Ramsey believes that 
radical Christians can be scary.

The Deep Invasive Roots of Christian Nationalism

The Death of Physical Media
Min Seo Riu
Staff Writer

Of all the recent 
consequences of the Industrial 
Revolution to critique, the 
decline of physical media is 
a pretty nitpicky hill to die 
on. After all, there are loads 
of household items that are 
going to be obsolete soon, if 
they aren’t already. Landlines, 
MP3s, paper maps — basically 
anything your smartphone 
can do, the predecessor is 
practically already defunct. 
This, for some bizarre reason, 
even includes the ignition 
key in your car, which is so 

ridiculous to me that I might 
have to drive my 2013 Honda 
CR-V for the rest of my life. 

But as upset as I am about 
losing my ignition key (there 
is absolutely nothing satisfying 
about pushing a button to start 
your car), it doesn’t hold a 
candle to the grief I feel over 
the loss of physical media. 

This is always on my 
mind. It lives in the crevices 
of my gray matter, next to 
the November-5th-American-
Election-Putin-Resignation-
Supernatural-Finale debacle 
and the megalodon. If I want 
to ruin my day, I’ll remind 
myself that DVDs are basically 
halfway obsolete already and 
that, by the turn of the century, 
they’ll be but a memory to us.  

Although it’s hard to 
accurately predict the fate 
of outdated technology in 
the long run — especially 
with something as broad as 
the umbrella term “physical 
media,” which includes CDs, 
DVDs, VHS tapes, etc. — it’s 
relatively easy to guess once 
you factor in nostalgia and 
the latest fixation on “vintage” 
items. Vinyl records, for 
example, have resurfaced into 
the mainstream due to the 
nostalgia for ’70s music and the 
aesthetic appeal. On the other 
hand, VHS tapes, evidently, do 
not hold the same nostalgic, 

aesthetic or operational appeal 
as records and thus have 
become obsolete. Somewhere 
precariously in between these 
two are cassette tapes, which 
are just trendy enough to be 
stocked at Urban Outfitters 
but not operational enough to 
be as widespread as record 
players. 

Within this spectrum, DVDs 
(and CDs — but for the sake of 
clarity, I’ll be focusing on the 
former) are definitely leaning 
toward the “obsolete,” joining 
their VHS cousins on the 
journey to being completely 
forgotten within the decade, 
despite still having an audience 
to supply to. 

As someone who has 
subscriptions to more than 
one streaming service, I know 
firsthand how convenient it 
is to have an entire library 
of movies in the comfort of 
your home. And if it were 
still 2016, I would agree that 
having Netflix is far cheaper 
than going to theaters, renting 
DVDs or driving to the library. 

But as streaming sites begin 
to depend more and more on 
the exclusivity of their content, 
it’s becoming increasingly clear 
that it’s not as convenient as it’s 
been marketed out to be. 

Not only is it inconvenient 
to have to subscribe to three 
different streaming services 

just to be able to watch “Game 
of Thrones,” “Portrait of a Lady 
on Fire” and “The Twilight 
Saga” at the same time, it also — 
to me, at least — highlights how 
reliant I am on yearly contracts 
and how much easier it would 
be just to get the Twilight 
DVDs from a thrift store for $2 
each and cut out Netflix from 
the equation entirely. 

The beauty of physical 
media is that it belongs to you. 
As someone who admittedly 
sees the f laws in materialism, I 
find it unsettling that someday 
(though hopefully soon), Jeff 
Bezos’ mighty empire will 
eventually collapse and all the 
movies that I’ve purchased 
on Amazon Prime Video will 
blink out of existence because 
they never really belonged to 
me. They belong to Amazon, 
which itself could become 
obsolete at any moment, 
following in the footsteps of 
their predecessor, Blockbuster. 

DVDs, on the other hand, 
are much simpler. You buy 
them, you watch them and 
then you store them on a little 
shelf until in a couple months, 
you decide to revisit “Star Trek 
IV: The Voyage Home.” The 
collapse of a conglomerate has 
no impact on whether or not 
I can watch Spock mind-meld 
with a blue whale tonight. 
Or, in less dramatic terms, it 

won’t matter to me whether 
Hulu takes my favorite “Star 
Trek” movie off its catalogue 
next week because its DVD 
is tucked away safely in my 
bookshelf. 

However, I understand that 
the prices of new DVDs may 
seem steep compared to a 
Netflix or Hulu subscription, 
but there are plenty of ways 
to purchase used DVDs 
for relatively low prices: A 
local thrift store, a second-
hand library store and online 
websites such as thriftbooks 
are all great examples. The 
subscription fee for both 
Netflix and Hulu ($17.99 and 
$11.99, respectively) for a single 
month could hypothetically 
buy anywhere from seven to 
30 used DVDs from any of the 
previously mentioned stores. 

So instead of spending 30 to 
40 minutes searching through 
a superf luous catalogue of 
mediocre, nearly unwatchable 
movies just to rewatch “Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the World” before it 
gets taken off Netf lix, I implore 
you to give DVDs another 
chance. Even if it’s just to keep 
a small personal collection 
of your favorite movies, the 
difference may be big enough 
to ward off the dark future of a 
DVD-less world. 

Min Seo Riu grieves the loss of 
DVDs around the world.
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