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To the Class of 2025: 

I’ve never written a piece for 
the Nexus purely from my own 
perspective before. As a news 
reporter and editor, my voice is 
only behind the scenes. I take the 
stories and insights of others and 
share them with all of you, but 
I’ve never been a part of the story 
myself. 

Now, as I enter my senior year 
at UCSB, I’m writing directly to 
you. 

I’m Katherine Swartz, the 
editor in chief of the Daily Nexus, 
and I’m a global studies and film 
and media studies double major. 
While the Nexus and school take 
up most of my free time, my 
other hobbies include discovering 
new hiking trails and spending 
way too much time at the movie 
theater.

This letter and mail-home print 
edition are normally targeted 
toward new freshmen and 
transfers, but I’m writing to so 
many more this year. 

Sophomores and last year’s 
transfers have yet to set foot on 
campus. Juniors have only been 
in person for two quarters of their 
time at UCSB. 

So while this letter is meant 
for freshmen, I’m writing now to 
everyone who calls UCSB and 
Isla Vista their new home, not 
knowing much about what that 
home is like. 

It’s impossible to find a person 
among UCSB’s 26,000-person 
student body whose life hasn’t 
been touched by the COVID-19 
pandemic in one way or another. 
Even though we weren’t together, 
we all physically and emotionally 
lived through something that 
changed us. 

Now, we’re closer than ever to 
being “back to normal” (whatever 
that means). But we’re not quite 
there yet. 

As I write this at the end of 
August, masks are once again 
required indoors. Vaccinations are 
required for all students, faculty 
and staff. Most classes are in 
person, but many will be hybrid 
with some online instruction. 

A lot can change between 
now and Sept. 23. It’s impossible 
to know what’s to come in the 
next month — and the months 
after that — as we head into the 
unknown of in-person learning. 
Those answers are out of our 
control. 

But through it all, the Nexus’ 
values remain the same. Remote 
or in person, the hundreds of 
writers and editors that make up 
our staff have continued working 
tirelessly to share the stories of 
UCSB and Isla Vista with all of 
you. 

Our news team has been busier 
than ever tracking the spread of 
COVID-19 in Isla Vista. Sections 
usually reliant on in-person 
reporting, like Sports and 
Artsweek, quickly transformed 
their coverage for a remote 
setting. And Nexustentialism 
still brings us the satire we need 
more than ever, with headlines 
like “Despite Record Levels of 
Nostalgia, Campus Still Ugly.”

For the first time in a year and 
a half, our doors are once again 
open! Stop by, pick up the paper 
and get writing. We need your 
voices now more than ever. 

Even if joining the Nexus isn’t 
for you, the best advice I can give 
you as you begin your journey 
at UCSB is to get plugged in. 
Find a club or other organization 
that fits your interests, and you’ll 
make some fast friends along 
the way. There are hundreds of 
opportunities to get involved at a 
school as large as UCSB, so take 
advantage of it. 

Keep your heads high, don’t sit 
on the curbs and, above all, wear 
a damn mask. 

Katherine Swartz 
Editor in Chief 2021-22
eic@dailynexus.com
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The forecast for today is hot and musty. The freshmen parading 
around campus donning tank tops and muscle tees don’t know how 
to properly apply deodorant yet, so be sure to dodge those suspect 
scents! 

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Cloudy with a waft of Axe Body 
Spray plus a hint of garlic breath and unbrushed teeth.     

weather
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UC President 
Plans Overhaul 

to Campus 
Policing 

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

University of California 
President Michael V. Drake 
unveiled his new plan for campus 
safety on Aug. 16 that he believes 
will create a more transparent, 
equitable approach.

In a letter to the UC 
community, Drake called the 
plan “transformational,” and said 
that the new approach will be 
“data-driven, service-oriented 
[and] community centric.”

Drake’s plan follows years of 
Cops off Campus protests at many 
UC campuses, with students and 
community members pushing 
for the defunding and abolition 
of police from college campuses. 

Under Drake’s f irst year as UC 
president, campus police budgets 
increased at six of the 10 UC 
campuses. Two of the 10 did 
not have budgetary information 
available. 

In past years, the UC has been 
marked by several high-profile 
instances of police brutality that 
have  drawn criticism  from 
campus police departments. 
During the Occupy Wall Street 
protests of 2011, UC Davis officers 
sprayed peaceful protestors 
with pepper spray, and students 
eventually won a $1 million 
settlement. UC Santa Cruz 
off icers arrested 17 protestors 
during teaching assistant strikes 
in 2020, and it was later reported 
that officers borrowed military 
surveillance equipment from the 
National Guard during the strike. 

These events are only part 
of the picture on policing. 
Students of color have expressed 
concern, particularly in the 
wake of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, that campus police 
disproportionately target 
students of color. 

Part of Drake’s new plan 
involves releasing the following 
data from the UC Police 

Department on an annual basis: 
use of force, campus safety 
workforce summary (including 
demographics), campus safety 
f iscal year budget, stops 
(as required  by  the  Racial 
and Identity Prof iling Act 
of 2015), complaint data and 
resolution (consistent with 
California Department of Justice 
requirement), and calls for 
service. 

Under Drake’s new plan, 
UC campuses will utilize a 
multidisciplinary team, including 
mental health professionals, 
campus police, social service 
providers, police accountability 
boards and other personnel 
so that “the most appropriate 
responders are deployed to meet 
our community’s specific needs 
with tailored care, resources and 
services.”

“This integrated, holistic 
approach to safety and security 
is a significant cultural shift for 
UC, and one that will require all 
of us working together with open 
hearts and minds,” Drake wrote 
in the letter. 

In addition to the 
multidisciplinary team, UC 
campuses will each have 
advisory boards and dashboards 
dedicated to “accountability 
and transparency in how UC 
approaches campus safety.” 

“These improvements do 
not represent the end of this 
conversation at UC. This 
community-driven plan is 
designed to be a living document 
that we will continue to update 
and adapt together, taking into 
account the latest information 
and data,” Drake said. 

Drake added that he asked 
“each UC Chancellor to appoint 
an individual or team to manage 
ongoing implementation of these 
guidelines.” UC Santa Barbara’s 
manager or management team 
is yet to be announced to the 
public. 

The UCPD and general campus safety measures are set to undergo 
several changes such as using a multidisciplinary team with mental 
health professionals, campus police, social service providers, 
police accountability boards, etc., to ensure that responses are 
appropriately tailored to the situation at hand.
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Isla Vista Facing Historic Housing 
Shortage Ahead of Fall Quarter 2021

Asumi Shuda
Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editors

As universities across the 
country return to in-person 
instruction for the first time since 
March 2020, many are facing 
housing shortages — and UC Santa 
Barbara is no exception. 

As the university prepares for 
Fall Quarter 2021, students are 
grappling with a housing crisis 
on an unprecedented scale. From 
an extensive university housing 
waitlist to Facebook housing 
groups being overloaded with 
student requests to nonexistent 
Isla Vista leases, the uncertainty 
of future housing situations is an 
evolving crisis for many students. 

The roots of this housing 
crisis, according to Student Legal 
Services Advisor Robin Unander, 
are a culmination of multiple 
factors.

More students are choosing 
lower-density housing due to 
COVID-19 and the steady inf lux 
of people who moved into Santa 
Barbara during the past year to 
work remotely are both at play, 
according to Unander. Unander 
has been aiding students with legal 
issues regarding housing over the 
past few months, as most students 
began searching for housing early 
this year.

“Right now we have a housing 
crisis that is one like we’ve never 
seen, between the students that 
are returning, people coming to 
the area because they want to live 
and work here and then people 
not living as densely,” Unander 
said.

Currently, the university has 
offered “all available spaces’’ in 
university housing to students and 
has a waitlist of over 1,000 students 
who are still in search of housing. In 
desperation, students have f locked 
to Facebook groups designated for 
student housing searches in the 

Santa Barbara area — like “Girls 
Isla Vista Housing 2021-2022” and 
“UCSB HOUSING” — according 
to Unander, who is an admin for 
one such group. 

“  I probably have, on average, 
right now, three dozen requests 
a day for students to join [the 
Facebook group I admin] and I 
would say it’s been at that level for 
probably about two weeks. And 
this is a smaller group, this isn’t 
the main [housing search] group 
… students are finding their way 
into any and every housing group 
that they can find on Facebook,” 
Unander said. 

The sheer volume of students in 
each housing Facebook group has 
made finding a lease or temporary 
spot difficult, but Unander said 
even those who seemingly do 

secure housing through Facebook 
may be at risk of being scammed. 

Many students have come to 
Unander with stories of being lured 
by convincing profiles offering 
housing, sharing their personal 
information and submitting money 
for a deposit after deciding to 
move in — and then immediately 
being blocked. The scams are 
drawn out, elaborate and difficult 
to immediately identify, according 
to Unander. One scammer even 
sent a “virtual tour” of the unit to 
the prospective lessee.

“[These scams] are more 
sophisticated, more aggressive 
than the ones I’m used to seeing 
… Gone are the days where they 
say ‘give me a holding deposit,’ and 
then the person just completely 
disappears … The scammers are 

smart and trying to figure out 
how to manipulate the system,” 
Unander said.

“Students are so desperate that 
as soon as they find a possible 
place, [they take it].”

Unander said the university 
implementing a “safe parking 
program” could be a possible 
solution for “the students that 
want to live in their car because 
they just want to be here.” The 
program would permit students to 
stay in parking garages overnight 
and grant them access to the 
Recreation Center facilities to 
shower.

I.V. Community Services District 
(IVCSD) President Spencer Brandt 
said that though “the [housing] 
issue is not new, I have never seen 
it be quite this bad.” 
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Homegrown Cannabis Dispensary “The 
Farmacy” Lays Down Roots in I.V.

Holly Rusch
University News Editor

In his heyday, Santa Barbara 
County native Graham Farrar 
was enjoying life in Isla Vista, 
“spending many, many days in 
I.V. all through high school and 
college spring breaks” in the 
eclectic beach town.

Now, as the president of Glass 
House Brands Inc. — which 
owns and operates a cannabis 
cultivation operation called 
Glass House Farms — and the 
founder of a popular marijuana 
dispensary, The Farmacy Santa 
Barbara, Farrar is returning 
to his old stomping grounds 
to open I.V.’s f irst recreational 
cannabis storefront. 

The Farmacy tentatively plans 
to open its doors either by the 
end of 2021 or the beginning of 
2022 at 6555 Pardall Road.

The Farmacy, which was also 
the f irst recreational marijuana 
dispensary in the city of Santa 
Barbara to open a storefront 
back in 2019, was announced 
the winner of Santa Barbara’s 
highly competitive merit-based 
I.V. application at the end of 
April, beating out f ive other 
dispensary applicants. The 
multiyear selection process 
involved a review and score of the 
application by an independent 
third party and select county 
employees as well as a review of 
its neighborhood compatibility.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, both the application 
and preparation to open the 
storefront suffered months-long 
delays. Currently, The Farmacy 
has submitted its initial retail 
application and is awaiting 
approval from the county’s 
Planning and Development 
division, according to Brittany 
Heaton, Santa Barbara County’s 

Principal Cannabis Analyst. 
Although The Farmacy was 

ranked f irst on the county’s 
preliminary rankings system for 
the I.V. area, two protest appeals 
were f iled by Coastal Dispensary 
and Cookies during the f ive-day 
protest period after the rankings 
were released. After a review 
of the appeals, however, The 
Farmacy maintained its rank. 

Coastal Dispensary and 
Cookies did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

Farrar described the process 
— including submitting a 150-
page security report, graded site 
inspections of all the applicants 
and a grade for community 
impact — as “grueling.” The 
Farmacy also ranked f irst in 
another community district, 
Santa Ynez. 

Farrar felt that The Farmacy 
had advantages regarding 
compatibi l ity with the 
community, including local roots, 
its permit for local cultivation 
with Farrar’s company Glass 
House Farms and its planned 
storefront location on Pardall 
Road. Farrar believed those 
factors set his business apart 
from other applicants, including 
the Santa Barbara-based 
Coastal Dispensary and the 
San Francisco-based company 
Cookies. 

Santa Barbara’s cannabis 
ordinance has strict guidelines 
for potential dispensary 
storefront locations. A zoning 
buffer ensures that stores are 
at least 750 feet away from 
areas like schools, daycares 
and youth centers — including 

the UC Santa Barbara campus, 
which has childcare centers on 
both West Campus and at the 
Student Resource Building. In 
addition, stores must either own 
the unit they plan to utilize or 
have written permission to do 
so by the property owner. 

The Farmacy’s future Pardall 
storefront will be “fantastic,” 
according to Farrar. Set back 
from the road, the stand-alone 
building doesn’t share walls with 
neighbors and won’t remove any 
existing businesses like grocery 
stores — “I love weed, but not 
more than food,” Farrar quipped 
— and meets the ordinance’s 
requirements. 

“It’s kind of perfect, right? It’s 
like this small spot, not in your 
face,” Farrar said. “Think about 
all the people, think about the 
new parents that come to I.V., 
right? They don’t necessarily 
want neon weed [signs] in their 
face.”

“With perfectly good 
security, a stand-alone business 
not kicking out anybody else, 
coupled with a good operator 
with demonstrated experience 
and a good reputation — I think 
that’s why they picked us,” he 
continued. 

A key component of 
the county’s merit-based 
application was its request for 
applicants to demonstrate their 
understanding of and support 
for the community’s basic needs. 
At The Farmacy, a percentage of 
all gross receipt sales goes into 
a community fund, supporting 
organizations like the Freedom 
Warming Centers, the Food 
Bank of Santa Barbara County, 
the Last Prisoner Project and 
Black Lives Matter, according 
to Farrar. 

“We wanted to make a 
commitment that no matter 

The mock-up of I.V.’s new dispensary shows what the new cannabis 
store would look like on 6555 Pardall Road once it opens at the end of 
2021 or beginning of 2022. 

Courtesy of Graham Farrar 
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UCSB’s Newest Classroom Building Incorporates State-of-
the-Art Design and Technology but Eliminates Bike Path

Alice Zhang
Staff Writer

After breaking ground in 
October 2020, construction is 
underway for the new UC Santa 
Barbara Classroom Building 
project, the first building solely 
dedicated to classroom space since 
1967. Though some are excited 
about the new technologies it 
will provide, other students are 
dissatisf ied with its placement 
and design.

Temporarily dubbed the 
“Classroom Building,” the new 
development includes five-tiered 
lecture halls, three active learning 
classrooms and 20 discussion 
classrooms, providing 2,000 new 
classroom seats for the campus 
community. The UC Regents 
approved the building in May 
2019, and construction of the 
project ensued in October 2020. 
Currently, the university expects 
the project to be completed in 
Spring 2023. 

According to Liana Khammash, 
project manager of the Classroom 
Building committee, the idea 
for the project was born four 
years ago out of a series of lunch 
meetings that Chancellor Henry 
T. Yang held with a group of 
faculty, including Khammash.

“These conversations, along 
with input from students, parents, 
faculty and staff, made it clear 
that the greatest need was state-
of-the-art classroom space,” 
Khammash said. 

The building is designed to 
facilitate the use of modern 
electronic and digital media to 
engage students with project-
based learning. 

According to Leesa Beck, 
director of Summer Sessions, 
each of the five lecture halls will 
feature work surfaces that are 
large enough to accommodate 
a laptop, as well as rotating 
“turn-to-team” seating so that 
students can form small groups 
for discussion. Project-based 
learning rooms are set up so 
that students can work together 
in groups of f ive or six, and 

active learning classrooms also 
feature f lexible furniture that can 
be rearranged to accommodate 
different instructional formats.

“The building will increase 
the campus classroom seating 
capacity by 2,000 seats, or 35%, 
and will create an eff icient, 
safe and sustainable facility 
that serves the needs of the 
campus functionally and 
programmatically,” Khammash 
said. The project will cost over 
$97 million and is being funded 
by appropriations from the 
California 2019-20 State Budget 
Act, earmarked specifically for 
the construction of the Classroom 
Building.

The new building will be 
located at the center of campus at 
the southern end of the University 
Library, north of the Psychology 
Building and west of the Science 
Walk. 

However, many students 
themselves have mixed feelings 
about the construction of the new 
building due to its location, which 
will block the bike path near the 
Arbor, the Music Building and the 
library that connects students to 
many popular science buildings. 

According to Joy Sanap, third-
year mechanical engineering 
major and vice chair of the 
Associated Students Bike 
Committee, the building was 
originally designed with a bike 
path running between the new 
building and the library — though 
that is no longer the case.  

The A.S. Bike Committee has 
advocated for suff icient bike 
infrastructure to support the new 
Classroom Building since 2018 
when it was still in its early stages 
of planning. Though the group 
was successful in working with 
a project manager to increase 
the amount of bike parking near 
the building, they were ultimately 
unsuccessful at convincing the 
new building committee to 
include a bike path.

“Unfortunately, staff and 
faculty on the new Classroom 
Building planning committee 
unexpectedly made the decision 

to permanently remove the 
bike path during a single, last-
minute meeting during the 
summer of 2019 when our 
student representative was away 
from campus and unable to 
participate,” Sanap said. “Both 
[our student representative] and 
the Bike Committee pushed back 
against the decision, but were 
told it was too late.”

According to Sanap, the 
building’s placement and size did 
not conf lict with the location of 
the bike path. 

“While rerouting bikes during 
the construction phase is 
unavoidable, permanently forcing 
bikes onto the narrow UCen 
Road with cars is both dangerous 

and unnecessary,” Sanap said. 
Gabriel van Praag, 2021 UCSB 

graduate and former member of 
the A.S. Environmental Affairs 
Board (EAB), agreed with Sanap 
that the removal of the bike path 
could have been avoided.

“It is my understanding that 
the initial plan was to keep it, 
but for some reason, the building 
committee decided to remove 
it and go on with the current 
design of having bike traffic go 
around and through the road,” 
Pragg said. “EAB also had a 
representative on this committee, 
and their critiques on the design 
were largely ignored.” 

On-Campus Senator and 
second-year pre-economics major 

Ethan Engler, though in support 
of the new building committee’s 
proposal, also acknowledged the 
need for student voices to be 
heard. 

“While I’m glad to see UCSB 
providing more room and 
amenities for our students, I hope 
the committee will do their due 
diligence and set up alternative 
bike paths to make sure the 
transport network still works well 
for everyone,” Engler said. 

On-Campus Senator and 
fourth-year religious studies 
and history double major Tyler 
Ferguson, however, believes that 
though there are some detriments, 
the project will ultimately serve 
the student population for a long 

time to come.
“Although [the removal of the 

bike path] is very frustrating, we 
will need to readjust and accept 
this change, because in regards to 
this project, the pros significantly 
outweigh the cons,” Ferguson 
said. “This new Classroom 
Building is desperately needed 
and will positively affect future 
UCSB students for decades to 
come.” 

Sanap said that the Bike 
Committee will continue to 
advocate for a better resolution. 
“Over the next year, we will work 
to collect student feedback to 
present a case to the university 
in favor of a better pathing 
alternative,” he said.

The construction of UCSB’s new Classroom Building will continue into the 2021-22 school year. The building is set to operate with state-of-
the-art digital media and design to facilitate a modern learning environment.

KAIYI YANG / DAILY NEXUS 

2020 Census Data Shows Demographic Shifts in I.V.

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

Over the past 10 years, Isla 
Vista’s share of the Asian 
population rose by 12% while 
the share of the white population 
decreased by 17%, according 
to new data released by the 
United States Census Bureau on 
population trends between 2010 
and 2020.  The U.S. conducts 
a census count every 10 years 
to ascertain an updated count 
of the U.S. population. The data 
then dictates the number of seats 
per state within the House of 
Representatives. The census also 
informs distribution of funds, 
assistance to states and localities, 

redistricting and reapportion of 
Congressional seats. 

The country’s 24th Census 
asked U.S. residents how many 
people live in their household, as 
well as their gender, age, birthday 
and race. 

According to the 2020 Census, 
between 2010 and 2020, the 
population of I.V. and number of 
people living in UC Santa Barbara-
aff iliated housing increased by 
678 and 1,436, respectively. 

The data collected from the 
2020 Census shows that white 
people make up 47% of I.V.’s 
population. White people are 
overrepresented on Del Playa 
Drive, making up 60 to 83% of the 
population on various parts of the 
street. In addition, white people 
are the majority demographic at 

West Campus Faculty Housing— 
a set of condos provided to 
UCSB faculty members — at 
74%. However, white people are 
underrepresented in UCSB’s main 
campus dorms — excluding Santa 
Catalina — making up only 30% of 
the people living there. 

By contrast, Asians make up the 
majority of the population living 
in UCSB’s campus dorms and 
are the largest population at the 
San Clemente Villages — a set of 
on-campus apartments. 

In comparison to 2010, the Black 
population living at UCSB and in 
I.V. has gone from 2.6% to 1.8% in 
2020. This decrease is in line with 
the county’s trends as well, where 
the Black population went from 
2% in 2010 to 1.6% in 2020. 

The 2020 Census was 

conducted amongst myriad 
obstacles, including the COVID-
19 pandemic and former President 
Donald Trump’s decision to end 
the census approximately two 
weeks early. Many journalists and 
experts said that the consequences 
of ending the count early would be 
that “people of color, immigrants, 
renters, [and] other historically 
undercounted groups may be 
missed or counted inaccurately,” 
according to NPR’s Hansi Lo 
Wang. 

Despite these various obstacles, 
the Census Bureau said it is 
confident with the quality of its 
data. 

“We have produced reliable and 
usable statistics that we and the 
public expect. While no census 
is perfect, we are confident that 

today’s redistricting results meet 
our high data quality standards,” 
said Ron Jarmin, acting director 
of the U.S. Census Bureau, during 
the Aug. 12 press conference.

“It is too early to speculate 
on undercounts or overcounts 
for any specif ic demographic 
group and we look forward to the 
release of the post enumeration 
survey results in 2022 which will 
provide information on coverage 
of demographic groups in the 
2020 census.” 

However, because many 
students were living in their 
respective familial households 
instead of their I.V. residences 
when the census was collecting 
data, “hundreds of thousands 
of U.S. college students who 
normally live off campus in non-

university housing” counted 
themselves in alternative locations, 
the Associated Press reported.   

One possible consequence of 
an undercount is insuff icient 
federal and state funds, which 
could impact the quality of local 
infrastructure, public education 
and the national school lunch 
program. 

Whether or not an undercount 
occurred in I.V. remains uncertain. 
The Nexus will continue to 
investigate the difference between 
the number of people reported 
on the census in 2020 versus 
the number of people who have 
returned to the town for the 
upcoming in-person school year 
in addition to I.V.’s non-college-
student population and will 
release that data in a later article.

The census shows that the white population of I.V. is overrepresented on Del Playa Drive, making up 60 to 
83% of the population on various parts of the street. The Asian population makes up the majority of people 
living in UCSB’s campus dorms.

ALEX RUDOLPH / DAILY NEXUS 

While the share of the white and Black populations in I.V. have decreased since 2010, the share of Asian, 
Hispanic and mixed populations has increased.
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University of California Refuses To Disclose 
Information Regarding Accellion Data Hack

Sindhu Ananthavel
Asst. News Editor

The University of California 
refuses to release public records 
pertaining to the December 2020 
Accellion data hack.

The hack, which targeted a 
vulnerability in the Accellion file 
transfer appliance used by the UC, 
leaked personal information such 
as social security numbers and 
personal addresses of students, 
staff, faculty and applicants across 
the UC system.

In accordance with California’s 
Public Records Act (CPRA), the 
Nexus submitted a request to both 
the UC Office of the President 
(UCOP) and UC Santa Barbara 
CPRA offices on May 10, 2021, 
asking for the offices to provide 
any and all internal university 
communication that discusses or 
mentions the UC Accellion data 
breach. Both parties refused to 
comply with the request. 

The UCOP CPRA office 
responded to the Nexus’ CPRA 
request on May 11 and declined to 
provide records. 

The office cited exemptions 
that “disclosure of the record 
would reveal vulnerabilities to, or 
otherwise increase the potential 
for an attack on, an information 
technology system of a public 
agency” and that “the public 
interest served by not disclosing 
the record clearly outweighs the 
public interest served by disclosure 
of the record.” 

According to UCOP’s response, 
it is in the public interest to “protect 
the integrity of the University’s IT 
security systems and to protect 
against future efforts to gain access 
to systems” by withholding the 
data.

The UC first acknowledged the 
hack on March 31 in a memo 
released by the UCOP that stated 
that the UC, along with other 
institutions across the country, was 
subject to a cybersecurity attack 
targeting the Accellion file transfer 
appliance (FTA). Students were 
first directly notified of the data 
breach on April 2 in an email 
sent by UCOP to the UC-wide 
community.

Following the memo, the UC 
published and updated a page of 
frequently asked questions (FAQs) 
with answers regarding the data 
breach, informing students that 
personal information like social 
security numbers and addresses 
from students, staff, faculty and 
UC applicants had been exposed 
as a result of the Dec. 24 hack, and 
those whose information had been 
leaked were directly contacted on 
June 30 and July 1. Additionally, 
the data breach led to an FBI 
investigation and the Office of the 

President announced they were 
“transitioning to a more secure 
solution” regarding cybersecurity, 
the FAQ page stated.

These public statements from 
the university — the FAQs, the 
notice of breach and the emails 
sent to the UC community — are 
currently the only university-
provided records regarding the 
hack.

Kelly Aviles, an open 
government and media attorney 
based in Southern California, 
disputed UCOP’s claim of public 
interest and the claim that 
disclosures of records would reveal 
vulnerabilities.

“I think they are exaggerating 
the security risk of disclosing 
information, and I think it’s 
really intended to keep from 
embarrassment about the breach 
to begin with,” Aviles said. 

“It would be highly unlikely that 
you had a data breach and that any 
information you disclose about the 
data breach could create problems. 
They could disclose information 
about the data breach and what 
they’ve done to correct it without 
disclosing technical information 
that could pose that problem,” 
Aviles continued.

“All this information wasn’t 
disclosed before and they still 
have this problem, so it’s not like 
keeping things secret is the answer 

to preventing cyber [attacks].”
The Nexus replied to UCOP 

on May 24, disputing the public 
interest exemption and asking that 
the office provide the records, but 
narrowly redact any documents 
that contain sensitive information. 

On May 28, Public Records 
Act (PRA)/Conf lict of Interest 
(COI) Coordinator Dan Scannell 
responded to the Nexus, stating 
that both cited exemptions still 
applied as the university continues 
to “resolve the matter” and that due 
to the active FBI investigation, “the 
University is generally prohibited 
from disclosing certain records 
related to an ongoing federal 
investigation.”

However, Aviles says the latter 
exemption cannot be applied 
because the UC is not a law 
enforcement agency.

“CPRA differentiates between 
law enforcement agencies and 
what they can withhold and what 
non-law enforcement agencies 
can withhold when it comes to 
investigations,” Aviles said. 

“[The requested information] 
may be relevant to the FBI 
investigation, but it is not their 
investigation. They’re doing an 
investigation to figure out what 
happened and how the data breach 
occurred, it’s not an investigation 
for legal prosecution purposes … 
I don’t think they’re correct in 

asserting that exemption.”
In the same email, Scannell said 

that “once the FBI investigation 
is completed and the IT security 
issues are resolved, additional 
records will then be disclosable” 
and said to submit a new request in 
several months. The UC has not yet 
communicated if the investigation 
is complete. The Nexus recently 
resubmitted the original CPRA 
request on Aug. 20 and has not yet 
received a response.

The Nexus filed a request to the 
UCSB PRA office on May 10 as 
well and received a response on 
May 13.

Monica Dussert, the paralegal 
coordinator for UCSB, declined to 
provide records, citing attorney-
client privilege — an exemption 
protecting communication 
between attorney and client — 
and deliberative process privilege 
— an exemption protecting 
communication that would expose 
an agency’s decision-making 
process. 

Aviles disputed the attorney-
client privilege exemption, stating 
that some information may be 
protected under the exemption 
“but that doesn’t give them the right 
to withhold everything.” Records 
with privileged information can be 
redacted and produced, according 
to Aviles.

“It is their job to meet the burden 

of why documents are exempt 
from disclosure and the fact that 
I can’t confirm for you that [those 
documents fall under] attorney-
client privilege means they really 
haven’t done their job,” Aviles said.

Additionally, Dussert’s response 
stated, “much of the internal 
university communication that 
discusses or mentions the UC 
Accellion data breach would 
be attorney-client privilege 
communication.”

CPRA law requires agencies 
to conduct a thorough search in 
response to a request, and though 
Dussert’s response acknowledged 
the existence of responsive records, 
she did not provide enough 
information to confirm that a 
thorough search had actually been 
conducted.

The Nexus responded to Dussert 
on May 24, asking for a number of 
responsive records to be provided 
to confirm that a thorough search 
had been completed, even if said 
records could not be released. 
Dussert responded a month later,  
saying that they “have conducted 
a review of files and determined 
that any responsive drafts, memos, 
and internal communications 
regarding the UC Accellion breach 
are exempt from disclosure on the 
basis that they fall under attorney/
client privilege and/or they are 
part of the deliberative process.” 

She did not provide the number 
of responsive records and deemed 
the records request closed.

Aviles maintains that the 
disclosure of these records, 
specifically regarding the root of 
the attack, is key in aiding the UC 
community and preventing future 
attacks.

“I don’t know how the attack 
occurred, [which is] part of the 
problem. Is there better employee 
training needed? Is there sufficient 
employee training going on? Those 
are the kinds of questions that 
would be answered by disclosure 
of this information,” Aviles said.

John Bambenek, president 
and chief forensic examiner of 
Bambenek Consulting, emphasized 
the dangers of the hack and noted 
that the effects may not take an 
immediate toll but may showcase 
themselves in several years, 
particularly for students who have 
their personal information leaked.

“If I’m a criminal, I don’t want 
to steal a college student’s identity. 
You don’t get big credit. But in 10 
to 15 years, they have the same 
social security number, they get 
jobs and then I want to steal their 
identity,” Bambenek said. 

The UC has offered one year of 
free credit monitoring and identity 
theft protection services through 
Experian, which Bambenek says 
is a “typical” response but does 
very little.

“People aren’t opening up lines 
of credit on random victims. 
Right now there’s lots of other 
stuff [criminals] can do that credit 
monitoring doesn’t provide any 
protection for.” 

Bambenek said the most 
important move now is “being 
clear about what data was accessed 
by whom and giving an honest 
assessment about what that means 
for victims.”

According to the FAQs on the 
UCOP website, the UC is currently 
“in the process of transitioning 
to a new file transfer system with 
enhanced security controls,” but 
during their May meeting, the 
UC Regents chose to not increase 
expenditures in cybersecurity. 

Aviles said the decision to not 
increase funding is hard to justify 
with such a glaring lack of context, 
and it’s for that very reason that the 
university needs to provide records 
on the incident.

“How would we know whether 
what they’ve invested is sufficient, 
when we can’t figure out where 
the failure was and why the failure 
arose the way … The public 
should have information about 
how they’re handling this, so that 
students, the public and people 
affected by this can have a say 
in what they do going forward,” 
Aviles said.

LUCA DISBROW / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, August 26, 2021 Daily NexusNews6

Continued from p.3
HOUSING SHORTAGE

Brandt said that for the upcoming 
fiscal year, the IVCSD has set aside 
money to study the planning and 
housing issue in I.V.

Brandt, who spent his second 
and third year at UCSB living in a 
garage with four roommates, said 
he is well acquainted with difficult 
housing situations in I.V.

“For years, students have been 
cramming more and more people 
into smaller and smaller spaces to 
make ends meet, and at the same 
time, rent seems to perpetually 
rise. This impacts people’s quality 
of life, their mental health, their 
academic performance and erodes 
the safety of our community as 
well,” Brandt said.

The housing shortage is personal 
for third-year communications 
major Devon Tumulak as well, 
who is still actively applying for 
available leasings in I.V. and is on 
the UCSB housing waitlist. 

“I feel like I’m occupying this 
strange liminal space, and I think 
a lot of people who are in similar 
situations can say that,” Tumulak 
said. 

As a student in the Disabled 
Students Program, Tumulak 
described the difficulty of finding 
places to live in I.V. that are 
wheelchair accessible.

“It’s pretty difficult to find places 
that are wheelchair accessible or 

handicap accessible, or at least 
having somewhere that is within 
walking distance of campus,” 
Tumulak said. “My experience 
is much different because I have 
kind of recovered, but for people 
who have long-term disabilities, 
it’s much more difficult to find 
places that are accessible and close 
to campus.”

Tumulak emphasized that the 
burden of not being able to secure 
housing due to miscalculations by 
the university should not be placed 
on the students. 

“People shouldn’t be struggling 
to pay their tuition and also 
struggle with basic needs, it doesn’t 
make any sense.”

Second-year pre-sociology 
major Alyson Solis has secured 
housing for the upcoming year but 
cited a multitude of issues within 
the housing search process. Solis is 
a financially independent veteran 
student, which presents its own 
challenges to making an income 
that matches the requirements of 
renting a unit, she said. 

“I’m a fully independent student, 
and you have to make three times 
the rent of a place, and it was a lot 
to try to make $4,500 a month as 
a college student just to pay rent,” 
she said. 

Additionally, the reality of most 
leases starting in June, instead of 

September, has caused Solis to be 
responsible for two leases, with her 
old lease not ending until August 
and her new lease having started 
in June. This has resulted in her 
paying $3,050 in rent for the past 
three months. 

However, Solis emphasized that 
despite these difficulties, she is 
better off than some students who 
still have not secured housing for 
the upcoming school year. 

“Even though I’m now in debt, 
at least I have housing, and that’s 
more than a lot of students can say 
now,” she said. 

To voice these student concerns, 
a petition was published on Aug. 
12 to UCSB, asking the university 
to provide adequate and affordable 
housing for incoming students this 
fall by possibly negotiating with 
nearby hotel chains. The petition 
had 1,770 signatures as of Aug. 24.

The petition suggests that the 
university look toward hotels as 
a possible solution for housing 
incoming students that have 
nowhere else to go and asks people 
to sign to “place public pressure on 
UCSB to take action and negotiate 
affordable housing with local hotel 
chains.”

The petition also references 
an email many members of the 
campus community received from 
the university administration that 

asks staff and faculty to house 
students if they have an “extra 
room in their home.” According 
to the petition, it is the university’s 
only attempt at a solution to the 
housing crisis to date.

UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada confirmed that the 
university sent emails to the 
campus community asking them 
to house students in light of the 
shortage.

“As we have done in past years, 
we communicate with our campus 
community to explore options 
for students seeking housing 
accommodations,” Estrada said in 
a statement to the Nexus.

 Estrada added that the university 
is planning on maximizing campus 
housing and is “exploring several 
options to assist students who are 
having a difficult time finding 
housing.”  These options have not 
yet been shared.

 According to Brandt, ultimately, 
the bulk of the shortage lies upon a 
“failure of leadership to provide an 
adequate supply of housing.”

 “To be in a position where you 
have to choose whether you have 
in-person classes at the college 
you’re enrolled in, or you have to 
live in another part of California or 
take all your classes online, is not 
a decision that any student should 
have to make,” Brandt said.

Continued from p.3

FARMACY 
DISPENSARY

what, whether the business 
was eff icient, whether we made 
money, whether we didn’t, 
we’re going to give to the 
community,” he said. “Doing 
that in I.V. was important to 
the county but also easy for us 
because that’s what we want to 
do anyway.”

Farrar said that making 
sure the upcoming storefront 
“f its in with the community” 
is another priority for the 
company and highlighted 
the company’s wide range of 
products, from low-THC, high-
CBD sleep products and CBD 
bath bombs to THC drinks as 
an alcohol alternative, along 
with more typical cannabis 
products, all encompassing 
what Farrar called a “holistic 
cannabis view.”

“Cannabis is medicine, even 
though it’s fun. Just because it 
can be fun on a Friday night 
doesn’t mean it can’t be that 
and [also] be medicine for 
people,” Farrar said. “We take 
kind of a farm-over-pharma 
approach or a plants-over-pills 
approach.” 

After the passage of 
Proposition 64 in 2016 — which 
legalized recreational marijuana 
by 57% in California and 80% 
in I.V. — the normalization of 
legal marijuana sales seems 
“long overdue,” according to 
Farrar, who says his Santa 
Barbara storefront has received 
overwhelmingly posit ive 
reactions. 

The storefront, which 
accepts both state-issued 
medical marijuana cards and 
all 21+ customers, has “never 
had an incident, never had a 
complaint.” But the other side 
of the marijuana business — 
cultivation — is another story. 

Farrar’s company Glass 
House Farms, a local marijuana 
cultivation center, has received 
pushback from what Farrar 
calls a “loud minority” of Santa 
Barbarans who believe cannabis 
cultivation is a detriment to 
the community, though Farrar 
expects no such complaints to 
come from I.V. 

“Everybody loves The 
Farmacy downtown. I think 
everybody’s gonna love The 
Farmacy I.V. … It is such a 
perfect f it,” Farrar said. “This is 
our hometown. We’ve been out 
in I.V. for 30 years, and now to 
be able to show up and bring 
something to it, we’re excited 
about it.”
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Santa Barbara County COVID-19 Data MetricsHOUSING SHORTAGE

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

Santa Barbara County is seeing 
a rise in cases as the delta variant 
spreads far and wide, nationally 
and globally. As cases are on 
an upward trend once again, 
the Nexus compiled charts 
showcasing several aspects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic over the 
last 18 months in Santa Barbara 
County.

On Aug. 3, both the Santa 
Barbara County Public Health 
Department (SBCPHD) and UC 
Santa Barbara instituted a mask 
mandate in response to the variant 
— in both public and indoor spaces, 
regardless of vaccination status. 

Isla Vista had a seven-day sum 
of 49 cases between July 30 and 
31 — the f irst time cases neared 
50 since last February. Since then, 
cases have been on the decline 
again, with a seven-day sum of 25 
cases in I.V. as of Aug. 16. 

The peak of cases in I.V., 
however, was during the winter 
surge when I.V. recorded 31 new 
cases in a single day — Jan. 19. By 
Jan. 25, I.V. had reached its peak 
seven-day sum of 122 cases. Since 
then, with a few f luctuations here 
and there, I.V.’s cases had been on 
a steady decline until July of this 
year. 

Within the 93117 zip code 
— which contains I.V., parts of 
Goleta, Gaviota, Naples and 
Capitan — 54.1% of residents are 

vaccinated as of July 20. This 
zip code has the sixth-lowest 
vaccination rate in the county. 
By contrast, Carpinteria has a 
vaccination rate of 100%, and on 
the other end of the spectrum, 
Casmalia and Antonio — within 
the 93429 zip code — have the 
lowest combined vaccination rate 
at 31.3%, according to zip code 
data from SBCPHD.

As for county-wide vaccinations, 
61% of the county is partially 
vaccinated, while 54% of the 
county is fully vaccinated, leaving 
8% of county residents having not 
yet received shot two of the two-
shot vaccination. 

Throughout the county, 50 to 
64-year-olds have the highest 
vaccination rate at 87.1%. The 
demographic with the second-
highest rate is 65 years and older 
at 86.4%. Individuals aged 18 to 49 
have a vaccination rate of 66.3%, 
and 12 to 17-year-olds have a 
vaccination rate of 55.1%. In the 
beginning of April, 50 to 64-year-
olds and 16 to 49-year-olds were 
eligible to be vaccinated within 
less than one week of each other. 
Despite a similar eligibility date, 
by May 1, 50 to 64-year-olds 
had a vaccination rate of 76.1% 
while 18 to 49-year-olds had a 
vaccination rate of 50.6% — a 
difference of 25.6%. 

As cases begin rising once 
more, both the university and 
SBCPHD continue to work — 
both independently and together 
— to mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

On Aug. 3, 
both the Santa 

Barbara County 
Public Health 
Department 

(SBCPHD) and 
UC Santa Barbara 

instituted a 
mask mandate in 

response to the 
variant.

“
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Transnational Italian Studies Major To Debut Fall Quarter
Ellah Foster
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s Department 
of French and Italian will debut 
the new transnational Italian 
studies major during the 2021-
22 school year. The major is the 
f irst of its kind at any college 
in the U.S., according to the 
department, and is designed for 
students interested in a holistic 
approach to Italian culture.

Italian Studies Associate 
Professor Claudio Fogu 
spearheaded the development of 
the new major, with help from 
French and Italian Assistant 
Professor Stephanie Malia Hom 
and Global Studies Professor 
David Moak.

The group developed various 
proposals for the Academic 
Senate and adjusted pre-existing 
courses to adhere to the major’s 
new focus. Courses offered for 
the major cover subjects on 
cinema, organized crime and 
tourism through a global lens. 

“We wanted to offer a major 
in the humanities that would 
not force [students] to follow 
a demanding study of the 
language and would allow them 
to take — in English — a course 
about the cultural construction 
of nationhood,” Fogu said.

While a prerequisite for the 
major includes taking a year 
of Italian language instruction, 
the upper-division courses for 
the transnational Italian studies 
program are taught in English. 
Since most majors require a 
year of foreign language, Fogu 
said that any interested student 
should be able to enter the major 
if they wish.

“Having a major in Italian 
transnational studies is 
both a gesture towards the 
transnational paradigm as a 
new way to f ight the dichotomy 
between globalization on one 

side and the nation on the other 
side,” Fogu said. 

In building the major, Fogu 
and his colleagues were granted 
approval for history and global 
studies courses to function as 
additional prerequisites to the 
transnational emphasis. While 
the major was designed with 
students focused on history 
and global studies in mind, the 
professors believe the major 
could attract a wide range of 
students.

“Naturally, we are hoping and 
thinking that this will appeal to 
and overlap with student work 
in neighboring departments 
in the social sciences,” Moak 
said. “For instance, this would 
be a great major for people 
who are thinking of studying 
anthropology, political science 
or international relations.”

UCSB currently offers an 
Italian studies major that 
focuses on giving students a 
deep understanding of Italian 
literature, cinema and overall 
culture. However, with a 
transnational emphasis, the 
new major aims to provide a 
specialization on Europe and 
the migration of Italian cultural 
artifacts into other parts of the 
world. 

“If we think about the nation 
as this artif icial construct that 
was born from the French 
Revolution, we can start to 
interrogate how the territorial 
understanding of a nation really 
doesn’t apply in our current 
world where our borders are so 
f luid,” Hom said.

One of the transnational 
Italian upper-division courses 
that will be taught by Hom 
is “Crime Italian Style,” which 
looks not only at the creation 
and history of the Mafia but 
the transnational circuits of the 
illicit drug trade as well.

“It is important to see 

these political economies and 
cultural geographies in this 
respect because they are always 
interconnected and dependent,” 
Hom explained. “This major 
focuses on those connections 
because Italy must be studied 
in relation to all of these other 

cultural geographies and 
political economies.”

Though there are similar 
characteristics present in other 
major programs, Moak said this 
emphasis offers an innovative 
approach to the traditional 
scope of Italian studies. 

“I want to emphasize that it is 
very rare in higher education in 
the United States to have people 
working on Italian literature and 
history in a holistic sense,” Moak 
said. 

“From personal experience, 
you can go through your entire 

undergraduate and graduate 
career without seeing courses 
on things like Italian national 
identity and national unif ication. 
It’s usually a very fragmented, 
truncated version of Italian 
culture and history. This major 
is breaking out of that mold.”
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Goleta Union School District Staff Vaxxed 
and Masked for 2021-22 School Year

Alice Zhang
Staff Writer

Since March 2021, the Goleta 
Union School District has 
enforced safety measures across 
its nine school sites in order to 
resume in-person learning on 
a f ive-day modif ied schedule. 
As a new school year begins, 
the school district has returned 
to full in-person learning as of 
Aug. 18 while implementing 
add i t iona l  COV I D -19 
prevention strategies.

The school distr ic t ’s 
comprehensive COVID Safety 
Plan for the 2021-22 school 
year includes guidance on 
learning options, health 
screenings, school meetings, 
contact tracing and layers of 
safety in the classroom. 

Diana Roybal, superintendent 
of the Goleta Unif ied School 
District (GUSD) board, said 
that the school district’s plans 
will be revised and updated 
continuously based on the 
mandates from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), California Department 
of Public Health (CDPH) and 
Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department (SBCPHD). 

The school district is 
following all state mandates 
for indoor masking and 
vaccination requirements for 
staf f. According to Roybal, 
over 90% of staff are already 
vaccinated. 

While COVID-19 screening 
was done at school during the 
2020-21 school year, parents 
will now screen their children 
at home prior to bringing them 
to school. 

“Parents should always check 
on their children to ensure that 
they are well enough to be in 
school. We trust our families 

to do the right thing,” Roybal 
said. “Our staff members know 
the symptoms of COVID-19 
and they will also monitor and 
refer children to our school 
nurse if there are any concerns.” 

Richard Mayer, UC Santa 
Barbara professor in the 
psycholog ical and brain 
sciences department and GUSD 
Board of Trustees member, said 
that the district has worked 
to ensure that classrooms are 
safe for students to return to 
in-person learning. 

“I am particularly pleased 
that we have been able to 
hire new teachers to allow for 
Goleta’s extremely low class 
size — now at less than 18 
students per classroom,” Mayer 
said. 

Each classroom will be 
equipped with a medical-
grade air purif ier to increase 
ventilation, as well as sanitizing 
materia l l ike hands-free 
washing dispensers and hand-
washing sites. 

The distr ict has also 
expanded the use of outdoor 
learning spaces through 
canopies and is maintaining 
grade-level cohorts to facilitate 
contact tracing, according to 
Mayer. 

Af ter-school care and 
learning experiences will be 
instituted at each school for 
families who need it, as well as 
independent study programs 
for families who do not wish 
to return to in-person learning.

“I am grateful for the guidance 
that we receive from health 
agencies that include CDC, 
CDPH and [SBCPHD],” Roybal 
said. “They are medical experts 
and because of their support, 
we are def initely prepared to 
provide GUSD students with a 
safe environment for learning.”The school district is using COVID-19 mitigation efforts and protocols such as air purifiers, hand-washing stations, health screenings and more 

to ensure that students and staff stay safe during in-person instruction.
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IVCSD Budget Increases by 6% in New Fiscal Year
Atmika Iyer
County News Editor
Alex Rudolph
Data Editor

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District unanimously 
approved its 2021-22 f iscal year 
budget on Aug. 24. The services 
district expects a revenue and 
expenditure of $1.46 million 
— an approximate 6% increase 
from the previous f iscal year. 

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (IVCSD), 
formed in 2016, began receiving 
funding two years later and 
was started with the goal of 
improving the quality of life 
and infrastructure as the college 
town’s local government. 
The CSD is composed of 
f ive democratically elected 
members and two additional 
appointed seats.

Though certain programs 
were over-budgeted for wiggle 
room, under the current set of 
numbers, the IVCSD will spend 
all projected revenue except for 
$628. 

The current budget has 
an increase in revenue by 
$85,766.31 and an increase in 
expenditures by $90,735.50 
from the previous f iscal year. 

The User Utility Tax (UUT) 
is expected to generate $1.024 
million for the IVCSD, making 
up the majority of the budget 
— 70% — and continues to be 
IVCSD’s primary source of 
funding. 

The remaining funds come 
from UCSB to pay for the 
Sexual Assault & Interpersonal 
Violence Prevention and 
Invest igat ions program, 
Isla Vista Safety Stations 
program and a grant from 
the I.V. Community Relations 
Committee within the UCSB 
Associated Students. 

T he  S u s t a i n a b l e 
Transportation Equity Project 
(S.T.E.P.) grant is a new source 
of funding for the CSD as well. 
The S.T.E.P. grant helps develop 
equitable mobility plans for 
communities. 

The CSD broke down their 
budget into the following 
major categories: operations, 
community programs, housing, 
public safety, parking, public 
works and community planning. 

Though total spending 
is only proposed to increase 
by 6%, a few programs, such 
as operations, community 
programs and parking, have 
major allocation changes. 
Operations and parking have a 
signif icant increase, while the 
community programs sector 
has a signif icant decrease.

Operations 
The budget for operations — 

which funds salaries, legal fees, 
advertising and administrative 
costs — increased by 48% and 
is $163,157.90 more than that of 
the previous year at $502,690.90. 

The operations budget 
is further broken down 
into categories: sta f f , 
communications, off ice, admin 
and board. The staff category 
includes funds for salaries, 
health care and retirement and 
is the biggest change in the 
operations budget from the 
previous year. For the upcoming 
f iscal year, salaries are going 
to increase from $150,000 
to $246,000 — an increase 
of $96,000 — in part, due to 
the hiring of a community 
engagement director. 

Community Programs
The I.V. Community Center 

and Community Room funding 
fell from $544,142.50 in the 
previous year to $397,790.50 
this year — a decrease of 
$146,352. This category of the 
budget has many signif icant 
changes from the previous 
f iscal year, including the 
addition of a salary for a part-
time programming coordinator, 
a position which is not f illed 
currently, and a $5,000 increase 
for programming and events. 

The majority of the decrease is 
due to utilities and maintenance 
not being included in the 
budget, as they are currently 
unknown and can be changed 
through a budget adjustment 
at a later time, IVCSD General 
Manager Jonathan Abboud 
said during the Aug. 16 IVCSD 
budget meeting. 

Utilities and maintenance 
are currently unknown 
variables because IVCSD is still 
negotiating property terms with 
the county and has yet to reach 
a resolution. For the previous 
f iscal year, regular maintenance 
and utilities were budgeted for 
$81,500. In addition, $100,000 
for maintenance and long-term 
renovation that was budgeted 
for the previous f iscal year 
was not included while IVCSD 
negotiates with the county.

Funding for the I.V. 
Communit y Compost 
Collective, which falls under the 
community programs category, 
has increased from $38,995 
to $80,454 — an increase of 
$41,459 — $24,000 of which is 
for the new Compost Collective 
program manager.

Housing 
In comparison to the 2020-21 

f iscal year, the housing budget 
decreased from $33,575 to 
$21,705. IVCSD eliminated their 
expenditures from advertising 
and IT hardware maintenance 
and decreased their contractual 
service expenditures by $10,000. 
The current allocation will 
go toward IVCSD’s housing 
remediation program, which 
helps  resolve disputes between 
tenants and their landlords. 

Public Safety
The overall budget for 

public safety decreased for the 
upcoming f iscal year as IVCSD 
cut its funding for community 
policing and the Isla Vista Foot 
Patrol social media intern, which 
faced controversy because some 
community members described 
the position as “a propaganda 
arm for the police.” 

The funding for safety 
stations, however, has increased 
from $59,000 to $85,500 this 
upcoming year to include an 
additional tent on Friday and 
Saturday nights and during 
large events for a total of three 
tents.

Parking
The budget for parking 

increased from $28,000 to 
$135,500. All but $25,000 of 
that funding comes from the 
S.T.E.P. grant, which the IVCSD 
won from the California Air 
Resources Board to “develop 
an equity-based, community 
mobility plan for Isla Vista.” 
According to IVCSD Board 
President and Director Spencer 
Brandt, the money will be used 
to analyze and improve street 
parking and fund a project that 
promotes more walking, biking, 
skateboarding and public transit 
use.

Public Works
The public works budget 

increased by $9,800 from the 
previous f iscal year. Within the 
public works section budget, 
$129,800 is currently budgeted 
for community beautif ication — 
an increase of $59,800 from the 
previous f iscal year. The increase 
is due to the elimination of the 
infrastructure category, as the 
funds were instead transferred 
to the beautif ication category 
this year. During the previous 
year, IVCSD budgeted $50,000 
for infrastructure. 

Community Planning
The community planning 

budget decreased from $53,000 
to $30,000 for the upcoming 
f iscal year. The decrease is 
because IVCSD eliminated 
funding for advertising which 
saved $3,000. The CSD also 
reduced the allocation for 
contractual services from 
$50,000 to $30,000. MIA GRIFF / DAILY NEXUS 
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New Community 
Fridge Brings 

Free Produce to 
Isla Vista

Melea Maglalang
Staff Writer

On the corner of Embarcadero 
del Norte and Cervantes Road, 
a new fridge is open for all 
community members to use as a 
convenient source of food. The 
goal is for Isla Vistans to be able 
to both add and take food from 
the fridge, a model similar to 
book “lending libraries” that are 
gaining popularity across the 
country. 

The community fridge 
was founded by an Isla Vista 
resident and Food Not Bombs 
organizer, who wished to 
remain anonymous for privacy 
reasons. Food Not Bombs is a 
community-led effort to help 
end food insecurity, providing 
free vegetarian and vegan meals 
throughout the area.

With the help of volunteers 
from Food Not Bombs, Eco 
Vista and other community 
members, construction of the 
fridge began this past spring 
and concluded at the beginning 
of this summer. According to 
the founder, people are free to 
drop off and pick up food from 
the fridge as needed.

The whole process of 
constructing the fridge — 
including moving it from lot 
to lot, building the shelter and 
painting a mural around it 
— was carried out by around 
20 volunteers. The fridge 
is also checked almost daily 
by volunteers who clean and 
organize donations.

First-year environmental 
studies major and volunteer 
for the project, Catrina Sada, 
believes the fridge is a step 
forward in “community helping 
community” and stressed 
that it is open to people of all 
backgrounds.

“A lot of people have this 
belief that if you’re getting 

something for free that you’re 
disadvantaged in some way,” 
Sada said. “But with the 
community fridge, it doesn’t 
matter your background, income 
status, job or really anything 
about you. All that matters is if 
you want or need this thing, you 
can take it.”

Sada emphasized the 
importance of providing mutual 
aid and viewed the fridge as an 
example of such.

“When you’re giving someone 
something for free, it shouldn’t 
be an act of charity. When you 
buy your friend a drink, that’s 
not because you feel sorry for 
them. It’s not out of pity; it’s 
because they’re your friend,” 
Sada said. “If we implement 
that on a community-wide level 
— if the entire community of 
Isla Vista was like that — then 
everyone would help everyone 
out.”

The fridge has received 
frequent donations from locals 
over the last month, as well 
as drop-offs from Food Not 
Bombs and Santa Barbara’s 
Local Harvest Delivery. Those 
wanting to participate in or keep 
up with the fridge can f ind more 
information from its Instagram 
page, @ivcommunityfridge.

“I’ve talked to people who 
don’t have access to refrigerators 
that are now able to regularly 
get fresh produce because of the 
fridge,” Sada said. “My friends 
love baguettes from the fridge, 
and I’ve talked to others that are 
thrilled to f ind snacks in it.”

In the future, Sada hopes to see 
the project expand throughout 
I.V. by adding a freezer to the 
current site, building more 
fridges, starting community 
pantries for dry goods and more. 

“People come and go in Isla 
Vista, and even I might move out 
someday, but I hope [the fridge] 
stays forever,” the founder said.

Isla Vista Food Not Bombs: More 
Than Just Meals, It’s ‘‘Basic Decency’’

Ellah Foster
Staff Writer

The Isla Vista chapter of Food 
Not Bombs, a global nonprofit 
volunteer movement that provides 
free vegan and vegetarian meals 
to locals, upped their production 
to meet demands heightened 
over the course of the pandemic.

Food Not Bombs (FNB) serves 
meals in over 1,000 cities in 65 
countries worldwide, and each 
chapter operates independently 
without a headquarters or official 
leadership. 

The Isla Vista chapter consists 
of roughly 25 committed 
volunteers but is in contact with 
over 100 community members 
for meal-making opportunities, 
according to Jonathan Dickstein, 
Food Not Bombs volunteer and 
doctoral candidate in the UC 
Santa Barbara Department of 
Religious Studies.

“One of the basic premises is 
that food is a right and not a 
privilege,” Dickstein said. “The 
idea is that everyone should 
be guaranteed food, housing 
and health care no matter who 
you are — young, old, drunk, 
sober or houseless. At the end 
of the day, our society should be 
guaranteeing the basic needs of 
the people.”

The chapter works alongside 
local businesses such as the Isla 
Vista Food Cooperative and 
various farmers market vendors 
to obtain produce and other food 
under the guidelines of the Good 
Samaritan Food Donation Act, 
which permits the offering of 
grocery products to nonprofit 
organizations for distribution to 
needy individuals. 

“The farmers who are so kind 
to work with us have produce 

that they won’t be able to sell 
by the next farmers market and 
would have to throw away,” FNB 
volunteer Julia Leary said. “Then 
we can take it and use it so it 
doesn’t get wasted.”

Before the pandemic, FNB 
hosted outdoor communal 
meals once or twice a week, 
with tables set up for community 
members and volunteers to eat, 
talk and play music 
together in local 
outdoor spaces like 
Little Acorn Park 
and People’s Park. 
FNB volunteer Ted 
Bascom explained 
that events usually 
attracted a slew of 
locals, including 
UC Santa Barbara 
students, houseless 
individuals and 
various community 
members.

“It was a great 
place to meet 
people and bring 
your friends to 
hang out,” Bascom 
said. “Everyone 
deserves to eat and 
we all need a space 
to communicate 
and see each 
other.”

These communal events came 
to a halt when the pandemic 
hit in March 2020. FNB was 
forced to adapt in multiple 
ways to the new environment, 
including temporarily turning 
away volunteers and transitioning 
to takeout only. 

But FNB didn’t stop serving 
food. They upped their services 
from two days a week to five after 
other meal organizations paused 
production at the beginning of 

the pandemic.
“It was down to about six of 

us who were trying to pull it 
together so that we wouldn’t be 
in contact with a lot of people,” 
Leary said.

To reduce the risk of COVID-
19 transmission, volunteers opted 
for meal prep that could be done 
masked and outside without 
the use of their kitchen, a space 

granted to the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
in the Merton 
Co-operat ive . 
By the end of 
summer 2020, 
the group was 
able to resume 
cooking in 
their kitchen 
while abiding 
by COVID-19 
guidelines. FNB 
also recently 
made the 
switch back to 
two communal 
meals a week in 
early July. 

“Last fall, we 
opened it up to 
more volunteers 
and greater 
protocols, like 
if you are going 
to volunteer 

for us then we expect you to 
social distance and understand 
that we are not only gathering, 
but there’s a point of contact 
with a lot of people who don’t 
have good health insurance or 
are very vulnerable to the virus,” 
Leary said. “It’s been an ongoing 
process to be as safe as possible.”

FNB volunteers advocated on 
behalf of houseless community 
members displaced from People’s 
Park as a result of the Isla Vista 

Recreation and Park District 
(IVRPD) voting to transition 
the area back to its recreational 
capacity. 

“We definitely were advocating 
for the encampment to stay open 
because everyone deserves a 
place to live,” Bascom said. “It 
is ridiculous that, as a society, 
we think we can decide what is 
best for these people and displace 
them on a whim.”

Dickstein acknowledged the 
importance in differentiating 
between being “houseless” 
and “homeless,” noting the 
connotations behind both. 

“Perhaps nothing sticks with 
me more than when Sueno 
Orchard was being cleared by 
IVRPD and one of the residents 
said, ‘Before I was houseless, and 
now I’m homeless,’” Dickstein 
said. “So many housed people 
casually say things like, ‘Home 
is where the heart is’ and ‘Home 
is with family,’ and yet they still 
talk about unhoused people as 
‘homeless’ and needing to be 
moved. But unhoused people 
often live among friends and 
family and thus absolutely have 
‘homes.’ They may not have 
houses, but they have homes.”

FNB’s role extends beyond 
just being a meal-service 
organization, functioning as a 
community resource and support 
system as well. 

“The ways in which Food 
Not Bombs has been involved 
in communities has extended 
beyond food,” Dickstein said. “We 
have very much tried to remind 
people that what we’re doing is 
not like a soup kitchen, which 
are these charitable organizations 
‘going above and beyond.’ This 
isn’t charity. This is basic justice. 
This is basic decency.”

Food Not Bomb’s 
role extends 

beyond just being 
a meal-service 
organization, 
functioning as 
a community 
resource and 

support system as 
well. 

“
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Food Not Bombs volunteer Julia Leary spoke to the history of houseless encampments in Isla Vista over the course of the pandemic.
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Preston Espar & 
Garret Harcourt
Sports Editors 

Every four years, the Olympics 
gives some of the United States’ 
best athletes a chance to compete 
for medals. Usually, these aren’t 
your typical household names, 
as the Olympics has many 
specialty sports, such as javelin, 
synchronized swimming and 
diving, to name a few. On the 
other hand, some of the U.S.’s 
major sports are still being 
represented in the Olympics, like 
soccer, baseball and basketball. 

In their return to the Olympics, 
the USA baseball and softball 
teams showed up in a big way 
but ended in similar heartbreak 
for each of the teams. 

The softball team had a 
dominant start to the Olympics, 
winning the f irst three games in 
shut-out fashion. The next two 
games were close 2-1 victories 
over Japan and Australia, setting 
up the gold medal rematch 
against Japan. Japan’s superior 
scoring proved to be the downfall 
of the U.S., ending with them 
taking silver. 

Since the MLB does not allow 
active MLB players to participate 
in the Olympics, the USA 
baseball team was composed of 
mainly veterans with prior MLB 
experience and young rising stars 
working their way to a major 
league roster. This combination 
of leadership and youth was 
good enough to get the U.S. to 
the gold medal game. However, 
the Americans had to settle for 
silver, as they were beaten by 
Japan, an Olympic team that 
had a multitude of professionals 
who play in Nippon Professional 
Baseball, including former 
Yankee Masahiro Tanaka.

The USA women’s soccer 

team did not fare any better than 
those teams, taking a bronze 
medal at this year’s Olympics. 
On the bright side, they qualif ied 
for the Olympics, unlike the U.S. 
men’s national team. Also, the 
Olympics this year was possibly 
the last hurrah for Carli Lloyd 
and Megan Rapinoe, as well as 
other seasoned veterans who 
made a crucial impact on the 
team due to the Olympics only 
taking place every four years. 

As for the U.S. basketball 
teams, they both finished with 
the best success of the major 
sports. 

The USA men’s basketball team 
got off to a cold start against 
a talented French team that 
featured lots of NBA talent, such 
as former defensive player of the 
year, Rudy Gobert, and veteran 
role player, Evan Fournier. Team 
USA rebounded, however, and 
won the rest of their games by 
a sizable margin while getting 
revenge against France in the 
gold medal game. NBA MVP 
candidate year in and year out, 
Kevin Durant led the charge for 
Team USA with assistance from 
his all-star cast, such as Portland 
Trail Blazer Damian Lillard and 
Boston Celtic Jayson Tatum. 

The USA women’s basketball 
team got off to a hot start, beating 
everyone in the group stages and 
continuing the dominance en 
route to a gold medal by beating 
Japan 90-75. The bigs led the 
way for the team with Brittney 
Griner and Breanna Stewart 
each averaging 16 points per 
game. The gold medal was the 
seventh straight for the U.S. in 
this event. 

Overall, each of the major 
sports the U.S. is known for took 
places on the podium in all of 
the events featured in this year’s 
Olympics.
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SPORTSEach of the major sports the 
U.S. is known for took places on 
the podium in all of the events 
featured in this year’s Olympics. 

Armchair QB

This year’s men’s team is off to the right start 
after beating local rival Westmont College 3-0 

in the Community Shield Game.

UCSB Athletics

Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor 

UC Santa Barbara men’s 
soccer is riding into this season 
off some recent success that 
they are hoping to translate 
to this year’s team. Back in 
2019 — the last full season with 
all NCAA Division I teams 
playing — the UCSB men’s 
soccer team made a surprise 
run to the f inal eight. 

This year’s team is off to the 
right start after beating local 
rival Westmont College 3-0 in 
the Community Shield Game 
on Aug. 21. 

The Gauchos dominated 
this game with the f irst goal 
coming from a cross from 
sophomore midf ielder Nemo 
Philipp into a dangerous area 
where freshman forward 
Salvador Aguilar was able to 
tap it in. The second goal 
from the Gauchos came from 
a free kick from about 10 yards 
outside the box. Freshman 
defender Lucas Gonzalez went 
around the Westmont wall to 
beat the keeper to the far right 
corner of the goal. 

The last goal of the game 
also went the Gauchos’ way as 
the Westmont midf ield turned 
the ball over on their own 
side to UCSB senior forward 
Ameyawu Muntari. From 
that point, it was a simple 
assist to sophomore forward 
Finn Ballard McBride, where 
McBride easily beat the 
goalkeeper in a one-on-one 
f inish to the keeper’s right 
side. 

The f inal box score posted 
numbers all in favor of the 
Gauchos. The Gauchos 
managed to have 9 shots on 
goal in the match, along with 
21 total shots. The Gauchos 
also won more corner kicks 
than Westmont, accumulating 
5 corners as opposed to 3 for 
Westmont. 

The schedule has grown 
more dif f icult as the year 
progressed, with UCSB 
scheduled to play against an 
always diff icult UC Berkeley 
team on Aug. 29. 

The  Westmont game 
highlighted many standout 
players whose names fans 
should become accustomed to 
hearing throughout the season.

First off, Aguilar was a goal 
scorer in this game and had 
2 other shots on target in the 
rest of the game. Although 
a freshman, Aguilar should 
be a force for the Gauchos 
this season as he is a product 
of the MLS team, San Jose 
Earthquakes academy. This 
academy has produced 
numerous players like San Jose 
Earthquake midf ielder Tommy 
Thompson and Austin FC 
right back Nick Lima. 

Another standout was 
Gonzalez, who was redshirted 
in 2019 due to an injury. He 
scored in this game via the 
free kick and had 2 other 
shots. Like Aguilar, Gonzalez 
was a part of the MLS LA 
Galaxy academy which 
featured former standouts 
like midf ielder Efrain Alvarez 
and USA international Julian 

Araujo. 
Muntari is one of the more 

experienced players on the 
team, having been on the 2019 
team that made the run to 
the f inal eight in the NCAA 
tournament. This could be his 
year to breakout like he did 
at Santa Barbara City College 

before coming to UCSB, which 
earned him First Team Western 
State Conference Honors for 
the season.

Lastly, McBride had an 
outstanding game with 3 shots 
and 1 goal. Among UCSB 
players, McBride may have 
the most experience outside 

of the collegiate soccer realm. 
McBride is a part of many 
Australian and New Zealand 
U20 training camps and also 
plays professionally for PC 
Kitzbühel, which is in the 
third division of the Austrian 
leagues. An honorable mention 
goes out to senior defender 

Adrian Adames, who will 
continue to be crucial to the 
defense, as he was an All-Big 
West Honorable Mention his 
freshman season. Being from 
Bilbao, Spain, he most recently 
played for Santutxu FC, which 
is a part of the second-highest 
youth league in Spain.  

Men’s Soccer Back With a Bang

United States’ Major Sports Took Multiple 
Victories at This Year’s Tokyo Olympics
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Preston Espar
Sports Editor 

On Sept. 9, the NFL will end 
a seven-month hiatus as the 
defending Super Bowl champion 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers take on 
the Dallas Cowboys. Tampa Bay 
is returning with all of their 
starters from their Super Bowl 

triumph, including Tom Brady 
and a plethora of offensive 
weapons, in a game against the 
Kansas City Chiefs in February. 

Tampa Bay will be a strong 
contender coming into the new 
season. They will be competing 
against a Dallas squad that is 
somewhat revamped as their 
star quarterback Dak Prescott 

returns from an ankle fracture 
and dislocation he suffered in 
week f ive of last season. Both 
teams have the rosters to f inish 
as top-f ive offenses in the NFL, 
and the NFL hopes that the 
matchup that kicks off the 2021 
season will be a high-scoring 
affair.

Another high-scoring offense 
in the NFL is Super 
Bowl runner-up the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 
Led by quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes, 
wide receiver 
Tyreek Hill and 
tight end Travis 
Kelce, the Chiefs 
run a dynamic 
attack that leaves 
opponents in the 
dust. However, this 
unstoppable force 
hit an immovable 
object in the form 
of a strong Tampa 
Bay defense. In the 
31-9 blowout, the 
Buccaneers held 
the Chiefs’ offense 
to just 3 f ield goals. 
Kansas City will 
look to put that 
defeat behind them 

as they try to continue their 
dominance in their conference 
and compete for another Super 
Bowl. 

Two other contenders in the 
American Football Conference 
(AFC), the Baltimore Ravens 
and Buffalo Bills, will attempt 
to move past Kansas City and 
secure a Super Bowl berth. Both 
teams are fortunate to have 
young elite quarterback talent, 
as Lamar Jackson of the Ravens 
was MVP in 2019 and Josh Allen 
of the Bills f inished in the top 
two of MVP 
voting last year. 
Both rosters 
also have stout 
defenses that 
help to create 
we l l - rou nde d 
teams that have 
plans to win 
their division 
and then make 
a postseason 
run. In addition, 
the Ravens will 
potentially look 
to get revenge 
against the 
Bills in the 
p o s t s e a s o n , 
as Buf fa lo 

eliminated Baltimore in last 
year’s Divisional Round. 

Another team looking for 
revenge after a bitter playoff 
defeat is the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
After starting the 2020 season 
10-0, the Steelers faltered and 
f inished the regular season 
at 11-5. The record was good 
enough to win the AFC North 
and set up a playoff matchup 
against their division rivals, the 
Cleveland Browns. 

The Browns shocked their 
opponents as they jumped out to 

a quick lead caused by turnovers 
and plays that had long gains. 
This defeat had a ripple effect 
on this season for Pittsburgh, 
as they decided to part ways 
with a majority of their veteran 
offensive line and replace them 
with younger and cheaper 
players. 

The Steelers also used their 
f irst-round pick on Alabama 
running back Najee Harris. The 
rookie running back has been 
placed on a team with little to 
no competition behind him and 
will get the volume in both the 
running and passing game to 
compete for Offensive Rookie of 
the Year. 

Many other teams also boast 
a large quantity of youth, such 
as the Miami Dolphins and the 
Washington Football Team. 
Rosters like these will look to 
continue building their identities 
as they compete for playoff spots. 
Other squads, like the Green Bay 
Packers and Los Angeles Rams, 
opt for more veteran players 
in the hopes that going all in 
will win the franchise a Super 
Bowl. With many teams looking 
competitive to start the year, 
this NFL season looks to be an 
entertaining one.

Jacob Davis
Staff Writer

With the dust settling 
from Lionel Messi’s historic 
transfer from his boyhood 
club, Barcelona, to nine-time 
French champions Paris Saint-
Germain, it is likely that many 
are starting to come to terms 
with the reality that was the 
Summer 2021 transfer window. 
Though, it probably wasn’t 
easy.

Messi is such a household 
name in sports that those 
unfamiliar with the world of 
soccer will still recognize the 

name and the club associated 
with him for 18 years. News 
of his transfer likely stunned 
those with even the faintest of 
recognition. 

He was, in the minds of 
many, a one-club player and 
undoubtedly loyal to the club 
that transformed him into one 
of the best players of all time. 
However, in December 2020, 
he expressed dissatisfaction 
with Barcelona and looked for 
an exit while also starting the 
rumors of a possible move to 
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG).

“I’m eternally grateful to the 
club for everything but it felt 
like a cycle had ended and I 

needed a change,” Messi 
said at the Barcelona 
press conference.

De sp i te  h i s 
unhappiness with the 
club management and 
desire for something 
new, Messi’s loyalty to 
Barcelona remained 
strong, and he told the 
Barcelona fans he “did 
everything” in order to 
stay with Barcelona. 

Messi hit the market 
as a free agent and 
though a reunion 
with former Barcelona 
manager Pep Guardiola 

at Manchester City was favored, 
Messi seemed more interested 
in returning to play with former 
Barcelona teammate Neymar. 
PSG landed Messi on a free 
transfer for a two-year contract 
at $29.4 million each year after 
tax with another $29.4 sign-on 
bonus.

Messi was not the only quality 
player that PSG was able to sign 
on a free transfer. Other notable 
free agents include Real Madrid 
and Spain’s talisman Sergio 
Ramos, Liverpool’s Georginio 
Wijnaldum and European 
Championship goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Donnarumma.

Ramos, like Messi, is a legend 
of his former club and will offer 
tight defending with strong 
goal-scoring capabilities, more 
so than most other players 
positioned in the back line. 
Ramos became La Liga’s 
top scoring defender in the 
Champions League’s history in 
June 2020. Messi and Ramos 
have a complicated past due to 
the rivalry between Barcelona 
and Real Madrid, so the 
new dynamic should be an 
interesting one.

Wijnaldum was crucial in 
Liverpool’s Champions League 
and Premier League title wins 
as a facilitator as a central 

midfielder and will offer some 
great depth to the squad 
alongside mainstays like Marco 
Verratti and Héctor Herrera.

Donnarumma was A.C. 
Milan’s wall in the net, 
earning 71 clean sheets in his 
seven seasons there. He was 

also part of the Italian 2020 
European Champions and was 
named Best Goalkeeper of the 
Competition and Player of the 
Tournament. 

Wijnaldum has already 
made his debut for the French 
champions in Matchweek 1 of 

Ligue 1, helping them to a 3-0 
start to the season. It is still 
unknown as to when Messi, 
Ramos or Donnarumma will 
make their starts at the time 
of writing, but the Aug. 29 
match against Reims is a likely 
candidate.
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Artsweek on Spotify: Sounds of Summers Past
Sunidhi Sridhar, Tam Le and 
Marisol Cruz
Staff Writers

 Ah, the late 2010’s … A time 
where our greatest concerns 
were about who was asking 
who to homecoming, taking 
the SATs and making sure our 
outf its followed the ridiculous 
dress code. If you frequent 
Twitter, it’s likely that you’ve 
seen tweets recalling the glory 
of summer ‘16. No doubt 2016’s 
iconic songs helped cement it 
as an era that would go down 
in history. So, with school 
almost in session, we f igured 
now was as good a time as any 
to reintroduce the bops that 
you may have forgotten about 
from the summers of 2016-2018. 
Buckle up and get ready to 
be transported to your high 
school years. ‘Cause hey, a little 
nostalgia never hurt anyone. 

Summer ‘16: 

“One Dance” by Drake ft. WizKid 
and Kyla

 2016 was undoubtedly a 
banner year for the global hip-
hop phenomenon, and with his 
fourth studio album “Views” 
pushing over 3 billion streams 
and receiving eight Grammy 
nods, it’s safe to say that the 
summer of 2016 was the summer 
of Drake. “One Dance,” the 
Canadian rapper’s dancehall 
collaboration with Afro-
pop star WizKid and British 

songstress Kyla, was hard to 
escape and even harder to forget 
as the buoyant club track could 
be heard blaring from radio 
stations, poolside speakers and 
house parties alike. The track is 
signature Drizzy, with honeyed, 
borderline corny lyrics about a 
nightclub romance (“You know 
you gotta stick by me / Soon 
as you see the text, reply me 
/ I don’t wanna spend time 
f ighting”), but as far as feel-
good dance anthems go, you’d 
be hard pressed to f ind a song 
that better captured the warm, 
euphoric feeling that def ined 
the nights of summer ‘16. 

“No Problem” by Chance the 
Rapper ft. 2 Chainz and Lil 
Wayne

 With Chance the Rapper’s 
exhilaratingly explosive “fuck 
you” to record labels setting 
the bar so high, it only makes 
sense that shit hasn’t been 
the same since summer ‘16. 
The Chicago-bred artist has 
established himself as one of 
the most creative and avant-
garde mainstream rappers out 
there, and on “No Problem,” 
the second single from his 
accla imed third mixtape 
“Coloring Book,” the joie de 
vivre is irresistible. Featuring 
powerhouse verses f rom 
contemporaries 2 Chainz 
and Lil Wayne, this certif ied 
summer slap will instantly 
transport you and your crew 
back to the better days of 
summers’ past. 

Summer ‘17: 

“Slide” by Calvin Harris ft. Frank 
Ocean and Migos

 By 2017, Calvin Harris had 
already been well established 
as the king of pop electronica 
with hits such as “This Is What 
You Came For” (ft. Rihanna) 
or “I Need Your Love” (ft. 
Ellie Goulding). The release 
of “Slide” served to further 
demonstrate this fact. The 
breezy beats introduced within 
this unexpected collaboration 
are fun and carefree — the 
perfect tune to bob your head 
to. Ocean’s vocals added extra 
dimension to the eccentric 
sounds of “Slide,” while Migos’s 
verse spiced up the track by 
breaking up Ocean’s parts of 
the song. With all its great 
musical talents, it’s no wonder 
that “Slide” will forever remain a 
classic within the summer music 
scene.

“The Weekend” by SZA

 “The Weekend,” featured 
on SZA’s debut album “Ctrl,” 
is an unforgettable song, and 
arguably what helped launch 
her into the mainstream. The 
song starts with an electrifying 
synth line that draws the 
listener in. Listeners are then 
met with SZA’s gentle yet 
soulful vocals, revealing that she 
is “timesharing a man” along 
with two other women. The 
dreamy beats of “The Weekend” 
gives her song a unique sound 

that sets SZA apart from her 
female contemporaries. Despite 
the rather unfortunate subject 
matter of “The Weekend,” the 
Grammy Award-nominated 
songstress is able to create a 
vibey song that can be enjoyed 
for many more summers to 
come.

Summer ‘18: 

“God’s Plan” by Drake

 A truly inescapable song of 
summer 2018 was “God’s Plan.” 
The quotable “She say, ‘Do you 
love me?’ I tell her, ‘Only partly 
/ I only love my bed and my 
mama, I’m sorry’” lyrics were in 
every Instagram caption. One 

of Drake’s most popular songs, 
the energetic beat and a catchy 
sung-rapped hook build the track 
about Drake’s perseverance in 
the industry. The music video 
for the track bolstered the song’s 
popularity as it features Drake 
giving away almost $1 million to 
families, schools, charities and 
more. His public, seemingly self-
congratulatory,  philanthropy 
came under some scrutiny, but 
many may be more aware of the 
meme that derived from it. *“God’s 
Plan” starts playing.*  

“Feels Like Summer” by Childish 
Gambino 

 “Feels Like Summer” leans 
into the funk, groovy aspects of 

Childish Gambino’s discography. 
The track truly encapsulates 
summer with Gambino’s 
smooth, echoing vocals over lush 
instrumentals. It feels warm, but 
the lyrics emphasize the concern 
of the increasing heat, referencing 
climate change: “Every day 
gets hotter than the one before 
/ Running out of water, it’s 
about to go down.” However, 
the accompanying music video 
became the main focus as it was 
dissected for its celebrity features, 
clouding the meaning — perhaps 
intentionally to highlight the 
common ignorance of the ever 
pertinent issue. Gambino ref lects 
the sentiment, singing “I’m hoping 
that this world will change / But 
it just seems the same.”

Santa Barbara’s Local Arts Scene Cautiously 
Eyes Reopening After Months In The Dark

Sunidhi Sridhar
Artsweek Editor

 
 As vacc inat ion ef for t s 
continue to forge ahead in 
Santa Barbara County, the 
local arts and music scene is 
gearing up to welcome back 
members of the community. 
 “We’ve been dark for just 
about 20 months,” said Rick 
Boller, executive director of 
the Santa Barbara Bowl, the 
iconic outdoor amphitheater 
that normally books up to 35 
shows every concert season. 
The venue, which usua l ly 
operates from April through 
November, is condensing this 

year’s schedule into about 
two and a half months and 
inaugurated the season with a 
stand-up set from actress and 
comedian Chelsea Handler on 
Saturday, Aug. 21. 
 With only 63% of eligible 
residents in Santa Barbara 
County having been vaccinated 
and a surge in positive COVID-
19 cases in the wake of the 
delta variant, Boller clarif ied 
that proof of vaccination 
status is more than likely to be 
mandated at every show. 
 “We are requiring unvaccinated 
individuals to wear masks and 
we are strongly encouraging 
those that are vaccinated to 
a lso wear masks , just as a 

sa fety precaut ion,” expla ined 
Bol ler, who a lso mentioned 
that he expects the Santa 
Barbara Bowl to transit ion 
to some form of a proof-
of-vacc inat ion sys tem for 
at tendees in the coming 
weeks. 
 UC Santa Barbara’s Ar ts & 
Lectures , which coordinates 
hundreds of per formances , 
f i lm ser ies and educat iona l 
ta lks each year, t ransit ioned 
to v ir tua l programming and 
interac t ive dig ita l events over 
the course of the pandemic 
but is returning with a new 
ser ies , “CREATING HOPE,” 
for the 2021-22 school year. 
 “It is our mission to educate, 
entertain and inspire,” Arts & 
Lectures Associate Director 
Meghan Bush said. “The 
students and community have 
shown A&L their support over 
the years and it was time for 
us to f ind a way to serve them 
with vibrant cultural content 
no matter the challenges.” 
 Bush ,  who noted that 
“students are the backbone of 
A&L,” added that everyone 
at the organizat ion is look ing 
forward to f ina l ly being able 
to reconnect with the UCSB 
community sans computer 
screens once aga in. 
 “Needless to say, we can’t 
wait to see the students again,” 
Bush said. “I encourage them 
to take advantage of as much 
of A&L programming as they 
can.” 
 The universi t y ’s  s tudent 
a capel la g roups, the nature 
of  which centers a round 
musica l col laborat ion, were 
among the many per forming 
a r t s  org a n i za t ions  t ha t 
were forced to adapt to an 
unconvent iona l and socially 

distant medium. 
 “It was def initely a challenge 
since a capella is all about group 
singing,” said Jane Anderson, 
president of InterVals, one of 
f ive a capella groups on campus. 
 “We switched to online 
meetings and we had our 
members learn the music and 
record their voice parts on 
their own. Instead of having 
one big concert at the end 
of each quarter, we released 
many short vir tual songs with 
videos on our social media 
accounts.” 
 “The v ir tua l songs and 
concerts were super fun but 
nothing beats l ive music ,” 
Anderson continued, echoing 
the widely shared sentiment 
among UCSB students of 
eager anticipation to return 
to normalcy. 
 “We are absolutely thril led 
to meet up and make music 
again, and I think I speak for 
everyone when I say the thing 
I’m looking forward to the 
most this fall is spending time 
with InterVals.” 
 Although the public health 
cr isis of COVID-19 is not 
in the rearview mirror quite 
yet, proprietors and patrons 
alike have keenly embraced 
the new avenues of enjoying 
Santa Barbara’s f lour ishing 
ar ts scene in a sa fe and 
prudent manner. 
 “Everyone is way overdue 
in thei r happiness and 
excitement to get back ,” 
exclaimed Gail Hansen, the 
co-owner and manager of 
SOhO Music Club on State 
Street, set to reopen on Sept. 
3. “We’ve been here 27 years 
and it’s like starting over, so 
everyone is just dying to get 
back.” 
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“I think I speak 
for everyone when 
I say the thing I’m 
looking forward to 
the most this fall is 
spending time with 

InterVals.” 

Father John Misty performs at the Santa Barbara Bowl on June 7, 2019.                       
SIAVASH GHADIRI  / NEXUS FILE PHOTOS



Austin Bernales
Editor in Chief

Maybe you’ve  hea rd 
of “ t rouble in paradise ,” 
maybe you’ve experienced it 
yoursel f: a lost credit card 
at a resort , food poisoning 
on a night out or any other 
excit ing situation dampened 
by a stressful situation. The 
phrase, however, is taken to 
ent i rely new heights with 
HBO’s “The White Lotus,” 
the s i x- epi sode l im ited 
ser ies which aired its f inale 
on Sunday, Aug. 22. . Mike 
White , the show’s wr iter 
and producer,  hur r ied ly 
created the ser ies a f ter HBO 
contac ted him to f i l l  the 
pandemic content gap last 
summer. In a prof i le of White 
in The New Yorker, Carr ie 
Battan wrote, “the network ’s 
urgency might benef it h is 
creative process, he thought 
… he said, “It ’ l l be l ike a 
boulder they can’t stop. I 
can do exactly what I want 
to do.”

The show is a sl ice of l i fe 
dur ing a week at a beach 
resor t in Hawai i ,  where a 
gaggle of r ich guests arr ive 
and immed iate ly  cause 
trouble . It of fers gorgeous 
B -rol l  in between shots , 
showca s ing the nat u ra l 
beauty of the island — though 
the sepia tones make it feel 
l ike an ominous, permanent 
a f ternoon. 

White ha s a  spec ia l 
connect ion to Hawai i .  His 
2011 show “Enl ightened,” 
a lso on HBO, features Amy 
Je l l icoe (Laura Dern),  a 
corporate worker who has 
a breakdown, going to a 
Hawaiian retreat and coming 
back a ca lmer version of 
hersel f .  In the interv iew 
with The New Yorker, White 
says, “there’s something very 
magnetic and beauti ful about 
[Hawai ian culture].” White 
a lso has island exper ience 
as a castaway on season 
37 of “Survivor,” where he 
was a runner-up. His former 
castmate, Alec Merlino, a lso 
makes a guest appearance in 
“The White Lotus.”

The show beg ins with 
Shane ( Jake Lacy) being 
probed by a couple at an 
a irpor t a f ter the events at 
the hotel. When revealing he 
stayed at The White Lotus, 
the couple says, “Our guide 
told us someone was k i l led 
there.” Shane responds, “No 
of fense , but leave me the 
fuck a lone.” He saunters to 
the airport window, gazing 
at the crate labeled “Human 
Remains” being loaded onto 
the plane. 

Immediately, the audience 
suspec ts they’re in for a 
g r ipp i ng  “ W hodu n n i t ? ” 
murder  mys ter y where 
the death l ingers in the 
background, l ike “Big Lit t le 
Lies.” But hal fway through 
the season, the looming 
murder is a lmost forgotten 
due to the devourable hotel 
guests. The show feels more 
l ike a character study than a 
moving plot at some points, 

slowly tak ing the t ime to 
round out each person and 
their interactions.

The biggest streng th of the 
show is the a l l-star cast — 
they’re never f lat and each 
piece of dia logue is exquisitely 
p e r fo r me d .  A l e x a nd r a 
Daddario is Rachel, Shane’s 
wife whose face never lets 
the audience guess what she’s 
think ing; Jenni fer Coolidge 
i s Tanya , a qu i rky and 
irreverent woman who has 
come to spread her mother’s 
ashes; and Murray Bart let t is 
Armond, the hotel ’s manager, 
whose customer service voice 
should be used in future hotel 
tra ining videos.

White’s writ ing places the 
characters in such relatable 
s i t uat ions that i t ’s  ha rd 
to suspend disbel ief when 
viewing the show. Any person 
could place themselves in a 
charac ter ’s shoes: Shane’s , 
when the hotel room he is 
welcomed to isn’t exactly the 
one he’s paid for, and later 
enlists his mother to help him 
sort out the case; Rachel ’s , 
who wants her husband to 
stop worrying and just enjoy 
the vacat ion; Mark ’s , who 
worries uncontrol lably about 
a doctor’s possible diagnosis; 
Olivia and Paula’s , who are 
trying to explain to an older 
generat ion about wokeness 
and how much times have 
changed (Nicole, the mom, 
says “Your generation’s only 
sacred va lue: Bit ing the 
hand that feeds you.” This 
conversat ion imbued major 
déja vù.)

Ol iv ia (Sydney Sweeney) 
and Paula (Brit tany O’Grady), 
who are vacat ioning with 
Olivia’s especia l ly horri fy ing 
fami ly. They embody the 
Gen Z att itude of knowing 
every thing and nothing at 
once — constant ly keeping 
up with what’s cancel lable , 
making the rules for the new 
reality.

For inspi rat ion on the 
qu ick-w i t ted  cha r ac te r s , 
Sweeney l istened to the “Red 
Scare” podcast and tr ied to 
match the hosts’ monotones. 
“I would just emulate and 
copy that as much as I could 
and then bring it into the 
present day, Gen Z-esque-
type woke Twitter g irl ,” she 
told the New York Times. 

In the f irst episode, Rachel 
at tempts to ta lk to them 
(equal par ts “How do you 
do, fel low kids?” and being 
genuinely interested in them) 
to no ava i l .  She stumbles 
over her words and becomes 
f lustered by the k ids’ breezy 
att itude and questions about 
Shane’s wealth. One of the 
smartest l ines in the whole 
show was when the pa i r 
mentions that before the tr ip, 
they had out f it and book 
stylists — whose job was to 
choose books with covers 
that matched their poolside 
lo ok s .  I n s t a g r a m m a b le 
per fection.

Though the show has 
si l ly moments ,  there a re 
underly ing ser ious tones . 
White questioned the ethics 

of vacationing in Hawaii . 
When the resort employs 
native Hawaiians to dance 
for the tour i st s dur ing 
dinner, Pau la , a woman 
of color vacationing with 
an a l l-white family, takes 
issue and leaves the table. 
“Watching [them] have to 
dance for a l l these white 
people who stole thei r 
islands … It ’s depressing,” 
she says later.  Ol iv ia 
responds , “I ’m sorry my 
family’s so defective. I ’m 
not l ike them. I ’m your 
fr iend.” 

The premiere episode 
shows Lani, a hotel sta f f 
member who conceals her 
pregnancy in order to keep 

work ing. She’s on her feet 
a l l day, struggling through 
tasks in order to earn money. 
Bel inda , the manager of 
the hotel ’s spa , notes that 
“the cl ientele here is mostly 
r ich white people, and to be 
honest , I struggle with that.”

About the show’s political 
moments, White said, “I thought 
it would be interesting to try to 
get in the heads of people who 
have more money and a little bit 
more power.” Tanya is a single 
rich woman who eagerly, and 
without much thought, offers 
to fund Belinda in starting her 
own spa. Nicole, the family’s 
mom, is the CFO of the f ictional 
company, Poof, whose extremely 
successful career allows her 

family to go on such extravagant 
vacations. “These are people 
who could do something about 
inequality. I wanted to try to 
understand why they don’t want 
to do something about it,” he 
mentioned.

With its six-episode runtime, 
“The White Lotus” is the perfect 
show for summer’s slow descent. 
The characters are familiar, 
complicated and interesting, 
the dialogue is well-written, the 
driving soundtrack is perfectly 
curated and the picturesque 
views will most def initely have 
people booking f lights for 
winter or spring break. Our stay 
at “The White Lotus” might 
be over too soon, but we’ll be 
returning in no t ime.
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In Review: “The White Lotus” Turns 
Paradise Problems Into Hit HBO Drama

Courtesy of Vanity Fair
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Incoming Freshman Leaks Own 
SSN To Integrate Into Campus 

Culture

A. Wiessass 
Editor in Beef

This last year and a half has been one of solitude 
and alienation, so it makes sense that many are 
looking for ways to connect themselves to their 
community. Here at UC Santa Barbara, many new 
students are proactively seeking out clubs and 
activities that will introduce them to future friends 
and to real Gauchohood. One incoming freshman 
has gone above and beyond in his efforts to find 
his fit on campus and has leaked his own social 
security number in order to find common ground 
with elder Gauchos. That’s right, freshman Lee 
K. Enfaux voluntarily put his SSN as well as other 
sensitive information on the dark web as he felt that 
it might “bring him closer to his fellow Isla Vistans.”

As we all know the UC system’s virtual security 
proved to be less like a vault and more like a 
colander in terms of keeping in its contents after 
a data breach in December 2020. However, only 
some then-applicants, now-acceptees were affected 
by the breach and unluckily Enfaux was not one of 
the chosen. 

“It just kinda sucked,” Enfaux said. “Like, there 
are so many ways I already felt separated from 
my classmates, I really didn’t need another.” It was 
this mindset that led Enfaux to his decision to 
compromise his sensitive data.

Many are criticizing Enfaux’s move, predicting 
that he has likely caused himself a great deal of 
trouble down the road by leaking his information, 
but us at Nexustentialism see it differently. After 
more than four quarter’s worth of on-and-off 
lockdowns, social distancing, medical scares, 
fundamental loneliness and Zoom-induced 
psychotic breaks we think it is perfectly reasonable 
that someone, like Enfaux, would go out of their 
way to find points of connection with those around 
them, especially as the prospect of heading towards 
in-person instruction looms over us all.

We admit Enfaux’s decision to leak his data was 
dumb, but it was the kind of dumb that makes 
UCSB special. It was dumb with heart.

A. Wiessass has transcended the need for a social 
security number and now only identifies himself via 
dance.

UCSB “Classroom Building” To 
Be Unveiled Along With “Sitting 
Chairs” and “Talking Podiums”

Miss Informed
Staff Writer

Do you often f ind yourself utterly bewildered 
as to the function of everyday objects? Are you 
also disillusioned with the barren landscape of 
our f ine institution? Well, you’re in luck, because 
for the f irst time in over 50 years, we have a 
brand spanking new “Classroom Building” set 
to be unveiled in spring 2023!

You may be thinking, “It’s literally named 
‘Classroom Building’? What an ingenious name. 
I never could have ascertained the function of 
this building on my own!” And you’re not the 
only student who feels this way. According to 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang, most UCSB students 
can’t f igure out why things exist and what 
they do. That is why this new building will not 
only increase our overall classroom capacity 
by over 35%, but it will also include practical 
accommodations such as “sitting chairs” and 
“talking podiums” in each beautiful new room. 
Gone are the days when you’d have to sneakily 
ask your seat partner what the function of 
the strange bright things in the ceiling are 
for, because this new building will include 
“illuminating lights” that will ease your mind 

once and for all! 
Sophomore Carly Stevens sees this as a great 

opportunity to familiarize herself with what 
things do. “I’ve never critically thought about 
what types of buildings are even on the campus 
of a university; it’s just not something someone 
would consider, you know? Thank god they’re 
gonna put “Classroom Building” in big shiny 
letters on the front because otherwise, I’d forget 
why I was entering it by the time I’m halfway 
across the main hall.” 

She sighs happily, “I’ll f inally be able to stop 
muttering, ‘I’m going to class, I’m going to class, 
I’m going to class,’ as a personal reminder over 
and over again under my breath while I walk to 
Introduction to Biology!”

With the construction of this new building, we 
are reminded that while the UCSB community 
may be gifted in shotgunning Four Lokos on 
a Tuesday afternoon, where we truly shine is 
with providing our students with basic learning 
accommodations probably about 10 years too 
late, while also calling each and every one of 
them a fucking moron. 

Miss Informed has never physically taken a class at 
UCSB before, so she is relieved for the clarification. 

Read More From Nexustentialism!
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Some more headlines from 
your favorite section:

“Lagoon Monster’s Parents 
Wish That He’d Call Home 

More Often”
“Envious of Delta Success, 

Local ZBT Man Attempts To 
Cultivate ‘Zeta” Strain’”

“Oh No! Isla Vista Roller 
Skaters Realize They Can’t All 

Be The Main Character”
“Pardall Tunnel Experiences 

Dry Spell, Hasn’t Been Turned 
On In Weeks”

Read these articles and                          
more at dailynexus.com!
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ON THE MENU
Newcomer’s Guide To Eating in Santa Barbara

One of my favorite things about 
living in Santa Barbara for the 
past three years has been the food 
scene. Food is very important 

to me (as you might imagine, 
coming from the editor of this  
section). I like to explore, I like to 
learn and I like to experience new 

things. Food has always been the 
way I do that, and the food in 
Santa Barbara has allowed me to 
broaden my horizons even more 

than I expected. With so many 
new people coming to Santa 
Barbara this year, I put together 
this little guide to some of my 

favorite places to eat, the places 
in Santa Barbara I could return 
to over and over again if my 
ever-thinning wallet allowed such 

recklessness. Whether you are a 
newcomer to our community, or 
have been here for a while, I hope 
this guide is helpful!

Breakfast
Cajé
You’re waking up on one of 

your f irst (possibly hungover) 
mornings in Isla Vista and … 
you don’t want to leave. Totally 
f ine! There are some great 
breakfast options in I.V., and Cajé 
is a favorite among me, my friend 
group and much of I.V. 

They’ve got a lot of options to 
choose from, which are all able 
to scratch the morning-hunger 
itch. It’s hard to go wrong with 
their avocado toast — huge and 
doused in a delicious balsamic 
vinaigrette. Or you could try one 
of their bagels, like the Sabado, a 
cream cheese, lemon pepper and 
heirloom tomato sandwich. Not 
feeling carbs? Check out the açai 
bowls. My favorite is the Classic, 
but feel free to branch out into 
something like the P. Nutty, an 

açai bowl blended up with peanut 
butter. 

As far as drinks go, they have 
delicious smoothies, coffee and 
lattes. My go-to is the Del Playa 
smoothie, a tropical menagerie 
of mango, pineapple, strawberry 
and banana. When I’m feeling 
coffee, I’ll go for their mocha 
latte, which never disappoints. 
All coffee drinks are made with 
their very own Cajé-brand beans, 
which you can buy if you feel like 
you could do it better yourself. 

Lilac Pâtisserie
I’m gluten intolerant, so 

sometimes eating out for breakfast 
can be a little disappointing. A lot 
of the time, I’ll end up ordering 
only a side of bacon and potatoes 
and calling it a day, because I can’t 
eat pastries, pancakes, waff les, 

etc. However, that’s not a problem 
at Lilac Pâtissierie! 

Lilac is Santa Barbara’s only 
dedicated gluten-free kitchen. 
Beyond that, it’s just a damn 
good restaurant. Located on 
State Street, it’s a great place 
to hang out and watch Santa 
Barbara wake up. Their food, 
albeit slightly pricey, is fantastic, 
and the portions are big. 

They have a lot of options to 
choose from — some standard, 
some more original — like their 
grain bowl, a hearty breakfast of 
quinoa, smoked salmon, avocado, 
greens and scallions. Make sure 
to check out the pastries on your 
way out! I recommend their 
cherry scones and their blueberry 
muffins, but there’s enough variety 
that you could try something new 
with every visit! Explore!

Lunch
Mony’s Mexican Food
Mony’s Mexican Food makes 

me glad that I don’t live in 
downtown Santa Barbara, 
because if I did, I’d eat there 
every single day. Outside the 
restaurant — a little hole in the 
wall in the Funk Zone — you’ll see 
the line before you even see the 
sign. It’s incredibly popular, so I’d 
recommend placing your order 
ahead of time. 

In my opinion, Mony’s has the 
best tacos in all of Santa Barbara. 
Plus, with 17 different meats to 
choose from, it’s going to be 
hard not to try something new 
every time you eat here. If tacos 
aren’t your thing, they’ve recently 
extended their menu. Chilaquiles, 
enchiladas de mole, nachos … 
there’s going to be something 
there to scratch your itch for 
Mexican food. 

As far as the tacos go, their 
al pastor is delicious. Little 
chunks of grilled pineapple cut 
through the rich, delicious pork 
to create an awesome balance of 
salty, tangy and sweet. I like to 
throw a little bit of the pineapple-
habanero salsa on these to really 
make the sweetness pop. Their 
cabeza tacos are also delicious, 
and you can’t go wrong with their 
carnitas. 

The Natural Cafe
If somebody ever asks you to go 

to “Natty Caf,” they’re referring 
to The Natural Cafe — a fantastic, 

health-centric chain with three 
locations in our area (one’s only 
a few minutes from I.V.!). Natty 
Caf is just solid. Their menu is 
extensive … and everything on 
it is delicious. There are plenty of 
gluten-free, vegan and vegetarian 
options to choose from, so no 
matter your dietary restrictions, 
you know you’re going to get a 
good meal when you’re rolling up 
to The Natural Cafe. 

My go-to is their chicken 
enchiladas. I had to stop myself 
from eating these because they’re 
so good that I’d order them 
every time I stepped foot in the 
restaurant, thereby stopping 
myself from exploring the rest of 
the menu. Their Cabo fish tacos 
are also fantastic. Two fish tacos 
with a delicious, fresh tomato 
salsa, cheese, carrots, cabbage 
and lime … they’re not exactly 
traditional, but they’re a very 
light, fresh take on a classic.  

Santa Barbara Public 
Market

The Santa Barbara Public 
Market is my favorite place to go 
with a group of friends. Located 
right off of State Street, it’s the 
perfect place to stop for lunch 
after walking around downtown. 
The Public Market, rather than 
being a single restaurant, is a 
large warehouse with many 
different restaurants inside it. If 
your friend group is extremely 
indecisive, like mine, the Public 

Market is a fantastic option — no 
more arguing about whether you 
want Thai, Mexican, sushi … it’s 
all under the same roof!

Here’s a couple of my favorite 
restaurants in the Public Market:

Empty Bowl Gourmet Noodle 
Bar is a delicious and well-
respected Thai restaurant. Their 
pad thai is delicious, but if you 
want to branch out from the 
comfortable, warm embrace of 
this classic noodle dish, their Larb 
Lettuce Tacos are an amazingly 
light, fresh, zingy option. Also, 
it’s hard to go wrong with their 
Northern Thailand Curry Noodle 
“Khoa Soi.”

Corazon Cocina is one of my 
favorite Mexican restaurants in 
the area. Their food is a little 
pricey, but their portions are 
large. (Their tacos are as big as 
my face.) Whenever I’m here, 
I make sure to get an al pastor 
taco. It’s topped with a delicious, 
pickled habanero-pineapple salsa 
on one of their homemade corn 
tortillas. 

Wabi Sabi is a fantastic option 
if you’re looking for sushi. 
Sometimes when I’m walking 
around downtown and I want 
a snack, I’ll stop in and grab 
one of their hand rolls for the 
road. However, sitting down for a 
larger meal is just as great. Their 
rolls are all delicious, and their 
fish is always fresh. Not a sushi 
fan? Get a tasty rice bowl instead!

Chace Duma
On the Menu Editor
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Dinner
Loquita
Loquita is my favorite 

restaurant in all of Santa Barbara. 
It’s rather expensive, so maybe 
spend some time crafting an 
argument about how it’d be a 
great “sending you off to college” 
gift, or how you could have gone 
to private school and this dinner 
is nowhere near that expensive! 
Rest assured, Loquita is entirely 
worth the price. The restaurant 
is located in the Funk Zone, one 
of my favorite areas in Santa 
Barbara. I highly recommend 
showing up early and taking 
some time to explore all of the 
oddities that the Funk Zone has 
to offer before dinner!

Loquita is a tapas and paella 
shared-plate style restaurant, 
giving you the opportunity 
to explore all over the menu, 
which you’re going to want to 
do. Loquita’s menu perfectly 
summarizes what it is to eat in 
Santa Barbara: delicious, fresh 
seafood, beautiful produce, bold 
Spanish f lavors and inventive 
food. 

For tapas, I recommend the 
carpaccio de carne, a delicious 
beef carpaccio that balances 
the rich fattiness of the beef 
beautifully with the acidity of 
pickled mustard seed and vinegar. 
If I could, I would eat this every 
day until I died, then spend all my 
ghost energy haunting Loquita 
just to have the chance to taste 
it again. I also recommend their 
famous patatas bravas: potatoes 
that are confited then deep fried 
to give them a beautiful contrast 
of crunchy and creamy. They’re 

topped off with a delicious 
roasted garlic aioli and pepper 
emulsion. 

We always order a paella for the 
table as well, and if you choose 
to do the same, I recommend 
the Mar y Tierra. Beautifully 
cooked fresh prawns, incredibly 
tender braised grass-fed short 
ribs, olives, confit garlic and a 
delicious pepper aioli, all on top 
of an impressively f lavorful bed of 
rice cooked to perfection to give it 
the crispy socarrat on the bottom 
— I’m seriously regretting writing 
this on an empty stomach. 

Sama Sama Kitchen
The f irst time I had Sama 

Sama, it blew my mind. The 
second and third time, it did the 
same. Sama Sama is a Southeast 
Asian restaurant — serving mostly 
Indonesian food — on State Street. 
If you’re unfamiliar, State Street 
is the main hub of downtown SB. 
Dozens of stores, restaurants and 
bars line both sides of the street, 
which since the pandemic started 
has turned into a pedestrian-
only walkway. Show up early for 
your reservation and walk around 
State Street to see what Santa 
Barbara has to offer! 

I hadn’t eaten a lot of (if any) 
Indonesian food before coming 
to Sama Sama. I stopped here 
on a whim walking around State 
Street one day and got my ass 
kicked by these f lavors in the 
best way possible — the way that 
leaves you saying, “Where has 
this been all my life? Why don’t I 
eat here every day?” Sama Sama 
provides the kind of food that 

makes you glad to be alive. 
It’s hard to pick things to 

recommend, as their entire menu 
slaps hard, but here are my top 
three picks. First of all, the crispy 
rice salad is a must. If you watch 
“Chopped” and never know what 
they’re talking about when they’re 
fawning over the “texture” of a 
dish, take two bites of the crispy 
rice salad and you’ll understand. 
Cucumber, mint, basil, lime, 
fish sauce, pork sausage, pickled 
onions and a fried egg with a 
beautifully runny yolk, all served 
on top of a bed of impossibly 
crispy, puffy rice, create an acidic, 
bright, technicolor wonderland of 
crunchy, umami bliss. 

It’s tough to go wrong with 
the pan-seared octopus as well. 
I’ve eaten a lot of octopus and 
this was, by far, the most tender. 
Not only that, but it was served 
with delicious, crispy potatoes 
on a sauce that I would go on a 
Hobbit-esque quest to find the 
recipe for. 

Finally, the beef rendang — the 
first dish I ever had at Sama Sama 
— is always on my table. The rich 
warmth of tender beef stewed in 
coconut with cinnamon, clove 
and anise is cut by tiny bits of 
pickled Thai chili, the fruity zing 
that takes this dish to the next 
level. It’s an absolute punch in 
the face that’ll have you offering 
up your other cheek the moment 
you swallow the first bite. I find 
it rather spicy, but that doesn’t 
stop me from scarfing it down in 
minutes and sweating it out while 
I snack on cucumbers and sip one 
of their fantastic cocktails. 
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SCIENCE & TECH
With California Heating Up, UCSB Researchers Study the 

Future of the State’s Fires
Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

Large and severe forest fires burn soil, kill off 
swathes of forest and leave a moonscape in their 
wake. 

With time, things return. Flowers bloom 
beneath canopies of charred snags and shrubs 
take root, basking in the newfound abundance 
of sunlight. Then, with luck and even more 
time, saplings take root and begin their quest to 
rehabilitate the forest. 

But this takes decades, even generations. In a 
California facing a hotter, drier future, the road 
to recovery — or even the road to understanding 

what comes next at all — is fraught with 
uncertainty. 

“Climate doesn’t doesn’t just affect f ire, 
right? It also affects the ability of vegetation to 
recover from a fire. Climate affects how much 
vegetation you will have on the landscape and 
how productive forests are. And, of course, 
it also affects the water cycle,” said Naomi 
Tague, a researcher with the UC Santa Barbara 
Bren School of Environmental Science and 
Management.

Tague and Janet Choate, a research assistant 
in the Bren School at UCSB, in collaboration 
with other researchers from the Sierra Nevada 
Aquatic Research Laboratory and the University 

of Washington, are studying and fine-tuning 
models to better understand how the forests of 
the Sierra Nevada will respond as a changing 
climate shrinks the intervals at which wildfires 
strike. 

Take the Dixie Fire, for instance. The largest 
fire in the United States so far this year, the 
behemoth blaze has torn through over 700,000 
acres of land across the Northern Sierra Nevada, 
some of which hadn’t burned in over 40 years. 

However, vast swathes affected by the Dixie 
Fire had already burned in the 21st century, 
including some 75,000 acres as recently as 2012 
in the Chips Fire. 

“One of the core things that I do as a scientist is 
develop essentially simulation models that allow 
us to integrate both data and the conceptual 
understanding of how water and vegetation and 
climate interact,” Tague said. 

“To really put all that information together, 
you need simulation models. The other thing 
simulation models give you is an ability to 
develop ‘what if ’ scenarios, right? What if the 
future gets warmer, what if the future gets drier, 
how are these interactions between vegetation 
and water and climate going to play out?” 

Tague’s prior work along this vein examined 
how changing snowpack will affect streamf low 
and groundwater recharge, how drought will 
impact forest mortality and other simulations 
beyond the scope of the Sierra Nevada, such as 
how greening infrastructure impacts waterf low 
or carbon sequestration. 

In their most recent research, Tague and 
her collaborators focused on the Big Creek 
watershed in the Southern Sierra Nevada, a 
region covering the rain-snow transition, which 
is particularly sensitive to climate change. They 
ran 60-year-long simulations detailing the 
impact of increasingly frequent drought and 
heat.

Using the Regional Hydro-Ecological 

Simulation System, or RHESSys, the researchers 
cut up the land into subdivisions containing 
overstory and understory vegetation, litter and 
soil. Then, on these individual parcels, they 
calculated vegetation growth, plant turnover 
and decomposition, and estimates of carbon and 
evapotranspiration. 

In conjunction with this, the researchers used 
WMFire to model fire initiation and spread — 
reproducing spatial patterns of spread observed 
in fires — as well as fire regimes, which are the 
patterns at which fires occur on a landscape 
over time. 

They found that with progressively hotter and 
drier conditions, a pulse of repeated large and 
severe fires aff licted the land at first. However, 
after the first 10 years of the simulation, this 
trend reversed, and fires gradually decreased in 
size and frequency. 

“Initially you’re going to get a bunch of big 
fires, but eventually those climate conditions 
will also retard plant growth … ultimately 
if things really do get hotter and drier, then 
you get into a place where you shift past this 
threshold and instead of being climate-limited, 
fires become fuel-limited,” Tague said. 

According to Tague, the point at which this 
threshold is crossed depends on elevation and 
precipitation, with locations at lower elevations 
likely crossing it sooner than those at higher 
elevations. However, at least in their study site 
at Big Creek, Tague was surprised by the speed 
with which the fire landscape transformed. 

“If everything kind of keeps on the same 
trajectory, eventually you’re going to see this 
transition to more fuel-limited areas. However, 
there’s a decade or so where you have a lot of 
high fire severity,” Tague said. 

“I just think it’s important to be aware of that 
and realize that we’re going to be managing 
high fire severity ... in lots of parts of California. 
Fire preparedness is going to be crucial.” 

Sean Crommelin
Science Editor

Every winter, for 10 years, divers descended 
into kelp forest plots throughout the South 
Coast of California. Armed with knives and 
sometimes saws, they meticulously removed 
bunches of kelp from the canopy in imitation of 
the strong waves accompanying winter storms.

In some plots, divers returned to the forests 
with greater frequency, removing bunches of 
kelp with every season.

Meanwhile, other plots were left to their own 
devices, the canopy denuded only with the 
arrival of uncommonly powerful winter storms.

In doing so, the divers set the stage for 
a decade-long research experiment, recently 
published in Ecology Letters. The question: 
How does a kelp forest respond to the repeated 
loss of the canopy? Even broader than that, 
though, was another question: How does a 
torrent of disturbances affect the underlying 
behavior of a forest — any forest — and how 
might the forest adapt?

“We hope that the processes that we are 
uncovering here are relevant to, you know, a 
broad array of ecosystems, but it’s just an easier 
question to address in kelp forests than other 
systems,” said Dan Reed, a research biologist 
and the deputy director of the Marine Science 
Institute.

“The kelp forest is a really amenable system 
to work in to ask questions that relate to 
disturbance in the canopy and how that 
affects, you know, other primary producers and 
consumers in the forest.”

Reed first began working on this project 
with his collaborators while leading the 
Santa Barbara Coastal Long-Term Ecological 
Research project, initially having designed 
the experiment in 2008. This program is one 
out of a network of sites that the National 
Science Foundation funds to conduct long-
term research, a necessity when one wants to 
monitor ecological processes that occur on a 
multiyear or even decadal scale.

The experiment, covering sites ranging from 
Carpinteria to Point Conception and extending 
out to Santa Cruz Island, has operated and been 
monitored since 2000. 

Initially, the experiment was devoted to 
monitoring watersheds and the interactions 
between the land and the ocean. However, 
when this topic of focus was cut back, Reed and 
his collaborators began looking increasingly 
into kelp forests.

Noticing the similarities between kelp 
and terrestrial forests, the researchers were 
particularly interested in how the different 
layers of vegetation that are dispersed vertically 
throughout the canopy of the forest would 
adapt to the loss of the canopy.

“This particular paper focused on the extent 
to which primary production in the system 
would respond to this canopy being torn out 
every year. For instance, the understory algae 
that live beneath the kelp are typically shaded 
by the kelp,” Reed said.

“Would they then be allowed to grow at 
a level that would capture all the light and 
basically compensate for all the production that 
is lost by the giant kelp?”

According to Reed, this is particularly 
relevant because of how a changing climate 
is anticipated to alter the frequency of severe 
storms that impact California.

Climate projections show that as the area 
warms, rain events will be less frequent. 
However, the rain events that do manage to 
barrel through the Santa Barbara coast will 
more often be severe, bringing with them large 
waves which are capable of tearing up kelp 
canopies. 

The researchers were able to monitor relatively 
large plots of varying kelp environments that 
ranged in their abundance of kelp and understory 
algae. With this, they had a snapshot of the 
broader kelp forest ecosystem and its nuances.

With repeated disturbances, the researchers 
found that the difference between the 
experimental and the control plots, those 
whose canopies were cut and those whose 
were left alone, respectively, continued to grow. 
Understory productivity from algae was still 
rising to compensate for the loss of the canopy 
and after several years had not managed to 
reach the productivity of the more intact kelp 
canopy.

This stuck out to Reed. 
“I actually thought that in a couple of years, 

things would kind of level out and we’d come 
to a new sort of equilibrium. I was surprised to 
see our data show that, in fact, the effects were 
continuing to increase, as long as they did. After 
10 years, we still did not see a leveling out,” 
Reed said. 

“To me, that was surprising. And it also 
speaks to the value of long-term studies, right? 
You really do need to look at systems — even 
a system like ours that is really dynamic and 
really fast growing — over a relatively long 
period of time.”

To the Limit: In Long-term Study, UCSB Researchers Test 
Adaptability of Kelp Forests to Repeated Disturbances

A pyrocumulus cloud generated by the Dixie Fire in the Northern Sierra. 
Courtesy of Creative Commons 

The canopy of a giant kelp forest in California, illuminated by rays of sunlight. 
Courtesy of Creative Commons
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OPINION
Nathaniel Ramirez 
Staff Writer

Earlier this year, the University 
of California announced its intent 
to reopen all nine campuses 
and allow in-person classes 
this upcoming quarter. This is 
exciting news, but an increase in 
COVID-19 cases over the past 
month in Santa Barbara County 
combined with the overall fear 
surrounding the delta variant and 
potential breakout cases among 
the vaccinated population have 
many students concerned over 
whether it is truly safe to return 
to campus. Additionally, there are 
valid concerns such as a lack 
of available housing for students 
and the fear that areas with high 
concentrations of students — 
including large lecture halls and 
dorms — could allow the virus to 
rapidly spread.

However, there is also a 
signif icant amount of risk in 
continuing with an entirely 
online model. This past year, 
students’ academic progress 
and mental health have been 
deeply harmed from the lack of 
in-person instruction. Online 
classes are signif icantly less 
effective at teaching students than 
in-person instruction, in addition 
to increasing stress and anxiety, 
according to a study done by 
McKinsey and Company. While 
the impending reopening of 
campuses does not mean that 
the pandemic is over, the risk 
of contracting and spreading 
COVID-19 has also decreased 
thanks to the highly effective 
vaccines. Therefore, I believe UC 

Santa Barbara should continue 
with some model of in-person 
classes for this upcoming year. 

While many professors have 
worked to make online classes 
as engaging and impactful 
as possible, the reality is that 
Zoom sessions are not an 
adequate substitute for in-person 
instruction. During Zoom 
lectures, I struggled to focus and 
remain engaged in the content 
of the lectures. From having my 
camera on to the awkwardness of 
breakout rooms, Zoom lectures 
also made me anxious. I would 
stare at myself on the computer 
screen and think: Is my posture 
straight enough? Is my room’s 
lighting too dim? Or is it too 
bright? I should’ve gotten that 
haircut, my hair is a mess. Ew, is 
that a pimple on my chin?

At the end of an hour-long 
meeting, my eyes would become 
strained and tired, and mentally 
I felt like I hadn’t slept in days. 
Afterward, the task of writing a 
paper before my next meeting felt 
even more daunting. At the end 
of the quarter, I felt burnt out and 
didn’t feel like I had learned much 
of anything. And, it turns out, 
there is scientific evidence to back 
up the idea of “Zoom Fatigue.” As 
I completed my classes, there was 
a lingering fear that my grandma 
or grandpa or other loved ones 
could get sick, which made it even 
more difficult to focus. 

This sums up my experience 
with online learning, and maybe 
others can relate to it. Indeed, 
surveys have found a widespread 
decline in mental health and 
increased stress as a result of 

the pandemic. A study by the 
American Psychiatric Association 
showed a widespread increase 
in stress during the pandemic, 
and Gen Z adults (aged 18-23) 
reported the largest amount 
of stress out of any age group. 
Notably, 87% of Gen Z adults in 
college cited their education as a 
significant source of stress. 

This has regrettably led to 
an increased rate of depression 
and suicide among the youth 
population. Today, it is more 
important than ever to recognize 
and destigmatize conversations 
about mental health and 
talk about the rising cases of 
depression and anxiety among 
young adults. Many of us lost 
loved ones this past year — many 
of us felt isolated, scared and 
hopeless. Many worried about 
their futures and what a future 
after COVID-19 would even look 
like. We need to let our friends 
experiencing trauma know it’s 
okay to seek professional help if 
they want to. We need a strong 
support group of friends and a 
strong sense of community more 
than ever. We need to create an 
environment on campus where 
students can go to class and 
socialize with their friends and 
peers in the safest way possible.

There are also various ways to 
mitigate the risk of contracting 
COVID-19 for ourselves and others. 
Vaccines and masks are powerful 
tools to combat the spread of 
the virus. While breakout cases 
among vaccinated individuals are 
often highlighted by the news, 
they are exceptionally rare — a 
study found the Pfizer vaccine 

to be 88% effective against the 
new delta variant with the other 
vaccines showing similar results. 
Those who get sick also have a 
smaller risk of hospitalization, as 
the vaccinated group accounts 
for only 3% of hospitalizations 
and 1% of deaths according to Dr. 
Anthony Fauci and Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky. 

Fortunately, UCSB is already 
requiring that all students 
receive the vaccine (with very 
limited exceptions) and requiring 

everyone to wear masks while 
indoors. I believe these measures 
will be effective in mitigating 
the risk of COVID-19 and help 
us return to campus safely. A 
hybrid model with a remote 
option should also be considered 
for students who feel unsafe or 
are unable to find housing in Isla 
Vista, but it is still unknown if 
UCSB is considering this option. 

I am looking forward to 
returning to campus this fall; 
however, I still believe we have 

a responsibility to each other 
to make the campus as safe as 
possible. I encourage everybody 
to get vaccinated (if you aren’t 
already), continue wearing masks 
and encourage your friends and 
family to do the same. Together, 
we can create a safe environment 
on campus. 

Nathaniel Ramirez is excited 
to attend classes in person and 
hopes we can all have a safe 
return to campus this fall. 

Should Classes Be In Person This Fall? 

Argument in the Office: 
Professors — Just a Teacher or Potential Bestie?

LAUREN HUANG / DAILY NEXUS

Christine Tu  
Staff Writer

Just Give Me The Facts (That’s 
It) 

In a month’s time, the yearly 
ritual starts again. Dorm rooms 
are moved into, new notebooks 
are cracked open and lecture 
halls start to f ill up with students. 
Another inevitable thing as we 
start new classes is the quarterly 
foray into sites like Rate My 
Professors and Reddit to read 
about the experiences of past 
students with certain professors. 
We end up scrolling through  
reviews — sometimes even rants 
— at worst feeling more and 
more conf licted about our class 
decisions, and at best becoming 
excited for the class.

Thus begs the question: Which 
is more important, a professor’s 
teaching style or being cool? 
And can a professor’s unpopular 
teaching style be forgiven by dint 
of being cool? 

Unless your professor is like 
Mick Jagger or Rihanna, it really 
shouldn’t matter how cool they 
are. It’s their teaching style and 
the content of their lectures that 
make a class, not how cool they 
are purported to be. By the way, to 
any incoming freshman reading 
this, your professor probably 
won’t be either of the indubitably 
cool people I mentioned above. 

First of all, a good teaching 
style beats coolness due to the 
sheer amount of time saved 
studying later. I’d take a boring 
yet insightful lecture any day 
over having to spend several 
frustrating hours f iguring out 
what on Earth was going on 
by myself after class. If you’re 
looking to spend the least amount 
of time staring at books in favor 
of, I don’t know, staring at the 
point where the ocean meets the 
perfect blue sky (if the weather 
permits), teaching style triumphs 
over coolness here. 

Second, I think it’s obvious 

to say that we’re here to learn. 
Of course, learning and being 
entertained are not mutually 
exclusive, yet I think that the 
former is preferred to the latter 
given how much tuition we’re 
paying to be here. While having 
a cool professor could surely 
liven up a lecture, if I wanted 
to be entertained, I’d watch a 
Netf lix comedy special or watch 
freshmen try to f ind their way to 
67 DP on the f irst Friday night 
of fall quarter. There’s nothing 
more annoying than having 
to listen to a professor ramble 
off on a tangent about subjects 
completely unrelated to the topic 
at hand.

However, one could also argue 
that coolness is separate in itself 
from teaching style. For example, 
no amount of jokes and fun 
stories can get someone to learn 
a concept if the material just is 
not there. And even if being cool 
is a prerequisite to having a good 
teaching style, there’s no reason 
why a professor can’t be both. 
Besides, if a professor has a truly 
great teaching style, the content 
and the manner in which it was 
delivered should be interesting 
in itself.

I get it. I’ve sat in lectures so 
dry — but loaded with content 
— that it took everything I had 
not to click the “open tab” to 
browse BuzzFeed quizzes or start 
playing 2048. And when it gets 
past a certain hour, the naptime 
yearnings start rolling in, and I 
feel like an Olympic weightlifter 
trying to keep my eyes open 
while the seconds slowly tick by. 
But at least I got the job done. 
Content was taught, and by the 
end of the lecture, I had several 
pages of notes that made sense 
to me. 

Ultimately, people’s preferences 
make it so there are several 
teaching styles that suit each 
student, and there can also be 
several styles that don’t suit the 
preferences of a person. So if 

you’re deciding which class to 
take, whether to drop a class 
or whether to stay in a class, 
consider the importance of a 
professor’s teaching style over 
how cool people might say they 
are. And of course, take the 
reviews you read with a grain 
of salt. 

If all else fails, we’ve spent the 
past year and then some staring 
at the empty void that is Zoom 
classrooms, so teaching style and 
coolness aside, anything — from 
dense, content-packed lectures, 
to fun classes and everything 
in between — is better than 
what we had before. Though, 
one downside is that we can’t 
increase video speed when it’s in 
person again. 

Christine Tu would rather 
minimize time outside of class 
trying to f igure out what was 
going on.

Min Seo Riu 
Staff Writer

You Can’t Spell “University” 
Without “U” and “I” (Being 
Best Friends) 

As an English major, listing 
off my previous courses sounds 
suspiciously like a “Top 10 
Classes That Might Eviscerate 

a STEM Major on Sight” article 
from BuzzFeed. And to be fair — 
even though I love and respect 
my future English degree — if 
someone were to tell me that 
they were studying postcolonial 
British literature, my knee-jerk 
reaction would probably be to 
convey my sympathies. 

However, despite my mostly 
negative assumptions about how 
enjoyable I would f ind some of my 
more traditional English courses 
(Shakespeare, British Literature, 
etc.), I was always pleasantly 
surprised to f ind out that the 
classes I dreaded during Week 
1 usually became my favorite 
classes by the end of the quarter. 
Although I will never verbally 
admit that I enjoy reading 
Wordsworth to another living 
soul, taking British literature 
made me realize the importance 
of a professor’s likeability, rather 
than their method of teaching.

Especially in college, I’ve 
found that rather than having 
a professor whose teaching 
style aligns with my ability to 
study, it’s more relevant for my 
professors to be approachable 
and fun in class. 

Obviously in a perfect world 
all of my professors would have 
unf lawed methods of teaching 
and be completely approachable, 
but seeing as we live in the 
same universe that produced 
three “Kissing Booth” movies (no 
shade, the second one was fun) 
we are clearly not living in the 
superior timeline. (Somewhere 
in a parallel universe, instead of 
watching all three movies in a 
row, I’ve spent those six hours 
developing a cure for cancer or 
something.) So, if I had to choose 
one over the other, I would 
definitely choose approachability 
over teaching style. 

I know that this might be a 
controversial choice, but most 
— if not all — of my best essays 
and learning experiences have 
come from professors and TAs 

who went out of their way to be 
approachable, kind and funny. 
After all, a professor could teach 
with perfect clarity, but that 
doesn’t mean I’ll be motivated 
to show up to off ice hours and 
listen during lectures. Because, 
although I wish I was paying 
an unbelievably ridiculous sum 
of money to receive the best 
education for my future career 
f ield, I’m actually paying an 
unbelievably ridiculous sum 
of money to zone out during 
a lecture about the “Epic of 
Gilgamesh.” 

But having someone who 
makes it genuinely fun to 
show up to class (even if it’s 
a Zoom meeting) and able to 
thaw the awkwardness from an 
off ice hour visit is criminally 
underrated. If half my professors 
wore Hawaiian shirts and started 
classes with videos of parrots 
dropping the f-bomb, I’d be twice 
the student I am today. 

I understand more than anyone 
(i.e. I’ve taken calculus before) 
how important a professor’s 
teaching style is. However, there 
is no reasonable explanation 
for why I passed a postcolonial 
British literature class with an 
“A” other than for the sole reason 
that I thought my professor (and 
TA, of course, who deserves an 
entire article of praise just for 
her) was a fun guy. Why else was 
my attendance stellar? How else 
could I f ind the brute strength to 
click on “off ice hours Zoom link” 
and exchange painfully awkward 
greetings with someone who I 
had never seen in person before 
until I felt it was appropriate to 
switch the topic to my thesis? 

Obviously all professors are 
wonderful and great and amazing 
and terrif ic at their jobs, but not 
even Obama’s beautiful cadence 
could make me care about 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “The 
Nightingale.” It takes a particular 
kind of person to make me 
passionate about writing a seven-

page essay about the evolution of 
Victorian women through British 
literature. A particular kind of 
person that one might even call 
… cool. 

I know that’s pretty strong 
language for someone who is a 
middle-aged, tenured professor, 
but I genuinely think that some 
of my professors are cooler than 
me, an 18-year-old student who 
is supposed to be in the prime 
of her Bildungsroman character 
development. 

If none of my previous points 
are persuading your cold resolve 
(which probably means you are 
a STEM major who has taken 
organic chemistry or some 
other course where the midterm 
average is 38%), at least consider 
the fact that good teaching style 
does not always equal an “A” in 
the class. 
 That’s because learning, 
much like most things in life, 
is not consistent or guaranteed. 
Sometimes I understand calculus 
perfectly, and other times it feels 
like a foreign language, despite 
my teacher being the best 
math tutor I’ve ever had. The 
solution for the latter problem 
would be reaching out to said 
teacher — in this case, professor 
— so that maybe their perfect, 
amazing, beautiful course notes 
might make more sense if they 
explained it in another perfect, 
amazing, beautiful way. 
 To encourage students to 
join in discussions, come into 
off ice hours and feel comfortable 
enough to share their frustrations 
is something that cannot come 
solely from the greatness of a 
professor’s course notes. It 
undeniably relies on something a 
little less academic, a little more 
human and perhaps even a little 
more admirable — a charismatic 
presence. 

 Min Seo Riu promises she’s 
not pandering to her British 
literature professor.
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Syd Haupt 
Staff Writer

Over the past year, I’ve 
watched a variety of terms 
go from tiny propositions to 
subjects of huge discourse 
that are regularly utilized by 
everyday people and mass 
corporations alike.

You are likely familiar 
with some of these terms 
—“folx,” “womxn,” “Latinx,” 
“houseless,” “BIPOC” and 
many more. They clog up 
our Instagram feeds, f ill up 
Twitter threads and even pop 
up in off icial emails from our 
university.

A new language has 
been formed, one created 
and used with the belief 
that it constructs a more 
understanding, safe and 
welcoming environment for 
the people it claims to serve. 
However, this language has a 
plethora of issues, beginning 
with one that we see on social 
media almost every day: It 
has — perhaps inadvertently 
— created a sect of people 
who see this terminology 
as the ultimate factor in 
determining whether or not 
the people, organizations, 
companies and governments 
in their lives are “woke.”

More often than not, 
the people who use this 
terminology are those who 
identify as liberals or whose 
views fall into the realm of 
liberalism, and once they 
have this language, they 
use it as a litmus test to 
determine whether those 

around them are serious 
about social causes.

This is a real shame, 
exemplif ied in terms like 
“BIPOC” (Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color). Attempts at 
explaining “BIPOC” to my 
Japanese relatives ends with 
them simply blinking at me in 
confusion. My aunties were 
raised in an era where they 
were described as “colored” 
or “Oriental.” They’ve barely 
begun to grasp the new label 
of “POC” (People of Color). 
But would you look these 
60-year-old women in the 
eyes and tell them they are 

wrong for not understanding 
and immediately applying 
the term “BIPOC”? Language 
evolves so quickly that it is 
a mistake to shun people 
simply because they fail to 
use a f leeting term, especially 
those with valuable insight 
to share, like my aunties, 
whose lived experiences in 
post-WWII America have 
shaped my understanding of 
racism.

Additionally, many of the 
people who belong to these 
minority groups are entirely 
averse to this language.

For example, the term 

“womxn” was proposed with 
the intention of including 
trans and genderqueer 
women. However, trans 
women are quick to point out 
that adding the “x” to women 
simply further alienates them 
by denying that they are 
true women after all. Rather 
than calling them by their 
deserved title, “women,” 
the term “womxn” relegates 
trans women to being a sort 
of woman-tangent, never a 
“true” woman.

And perhaps the most 
glaring problem with 
terminology like this is 
that the effort to stand up 
for trans women, people of 
color, homeless people, etc., 
often ends at this utilization 
of inclusive language.

Rather than taking a 
further step to f ight injustice 
within laws and community 
spaces or to support local 
organizations that f ight 
these problems, people 
seem to think that using 
this language is enough — 
that they can stop there and 
then it puts them beyond 
racism, beyond sexism, 
beyond cancellation. Surely 
someone so woke as to refer 
to homeless people as their 
“houseless neighbors” could 
never do any wrong.

One prime example of 
this is a recent comment 
from President Joe Biden 
(which was, in my opinion, a 
deeply telling moment as far 
as Biden’s understanding of 
human rights goes). In a July 
press conference discussing 
the importance of adults 
getting vaccinated, Biden 
was quoted as saying, “It’s 
awful hard, as well, to get 
Latinx vaccinated as well. 
Why? They’re worried that 
they’ll be vaccinated and 
deported.”

Is there anything that sums 
up misguided American 
politics more than those few 
sentences? Those phrases 
utterly stereotype and 
demean an entire group of 
people in mere seconds.

But one cannot deny 
that Biden really thought 
he did something. He took 
his inclusion of “woke” 
terminology to mean that 
he was above racism — that 
everyone would accept his 
statement as truth, or at least 
as harmless, because he had 
done the unthinkable! The 
brave Biden had integrated 
the internet-speak term 
“Latinx” into a real press 
conference, broadcasting 
it to millions of American 
households that would now 
be exposed to a new idea.

He did not even realize 
that he really has no right 
to use this terminology. As 
Biden has little experience 
within the Latin American 
community and no real 
background in social 
advocacy, this usage of the 

term does not feel earnest 
in the slightest. And, when 
used in tandem with overt 
prejudice, his words take 
a condescending tone. 
Whether intentional or not, 
Biden has now seemingly 
weaponized a term whose 
original purpose was to 
uplift and empower.

That’s the very problem 
with this language.

Because he utilized a 
fun little “woke” term, 
Biden felt no pressure to 
amend his statements or 
confront his racist way of 
explaining vaccination 
issues in the United States. 
He believed that he had 
provided an excellent answer 
to questions about U.S. 
vaccination statistics. He 
didn’t think about examining 
how these communities 
statistically have less access 
to vaccines or mentioning 
how misinformation about 
the COVID-19 vaccine is 
rampant throughout the U.S. 

No, he instead blamed it 
on a racist and inf lammatory 
thought that the famously 
faulty Biden brain machine 
cooked up (amongst many 
other great ideas, like voting 
in favor of using force in 
Iraq in 2002, relentlessly 
bombing Syria in February 
of 2021 and authorizing 
the notorious 1994 crime 
bill that perpetuated mass 
incarceration).

Finally, it ’s worth 
noting that these terms 
often originated in small 
communities who had 
extremely specif ic purposes 
for them. Unfortunately, 
these def initions have been 
signif icantly altered over 
time, largely due to the 
spreading of misinformation 
on the internet. For example, 
a 2020 article from Shape 
def ined the term “folx” as 
being “used to specif ically 
display inclusion of gender-
queer, transgender and 
agender folks.” 

However, back in 2014, 
the term “folx” was mainly 
utilized by grassroots 
organizations to designate 
“People organizing and 
theorizing in queer, trans, 
and other people of color.” 
This term has gone from 
highlighting community 
organization to being thrown 
around as a replacement 
for the already-genderless 
term “folks” in an effort to 
highlight one’s “wokeness.”

The danger with this 
vocabulary is not merely 
that it needlessly excludes 
those who do not utilize 
it or that it excuses people 
from internal examination 
— it is that it robs the 
communities it claims to 
protect of language that was 
special to them. In making it 
mainstream, the internet has 
corrupted its meaning.

This terminology is 
dangerous. It excuses people 
from examining their own 
possibly racist internal biases. 
It creates inf ighting within 
the left as people disagree 
about the value and usage 
of this new vocabulary. And 
much of its mainstream use 
is only a shallow imitation of 
its original purpose.

Rather than falling into 
the trap of obsessing over 
the language of liberalism, 
the left needs to come 
together and focus on what 
has always been the most 
important thing: improving 
the quality of life for people 
around us with strong action. 
Settling for words alone is, 
frankly, dangerous.

Syd Haupt couldn’t care 
less about the term “BIPOC” 
and seriously thinks everyone’s 
efforts would be better put 
towards donating to J-TOWN 
Action and Solidarity.
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