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A Timeline of COVID-19 in Isla Vista

Nine Greek Life Institutions Violated COVID-19 
Public Health Orders

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

Local chapters of the Delta 
Tau Delta, Alpha Tau Omega, 
Sigma Chi, Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Zeta Beta Tau and Zeta Psi 
fraternities and Delta Gamma, Pi 
Beta Phi and Alpha Phi sororities 
have all received warnings over 
the course of this academic year 
after being reported for violating 
public health orders by hosting or 
participating in large gatherings 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Of the nine, Alpha Tau Omega, 
Delta Tau Delta and Pi Beta Phi 
were repeat offenders. Alpha Tau 
Omega was the only offender to 
be sanctioned, eventually resulting 
in social probation and the loss of 
their Spring 2021 recruitment. All 
others received warnings. 

When a registered campus 
organization is reported for 
violating public health orders, 
and there is sufficient evidence 
of the violation, the offender is 
referred to UC Santa Barbara’s 
Registered Campus Organization 
Conduct Board. The board will 
then investigate the violation and, 

in some cases, impose sanctions, 
when deemed necessary, 
according to the university’s 
COVID-19 violations dashboard. 
The dashboard stipulates that the 
“the university also works with 
national headquarters, as well as 
advisors and chapter presidents,” 
when the offending registered 
organization is a member of 
Greek life. 

In accordance with California’s 
Public Records Act (PRA), the 
Nexus submitted a request to 
UCSB’s PRA office. The filed PRA 
asked for information between 
February 2020 and February 
2021 on all written sanctions 
given to campus Greek Life 
organizations, the names of all 
campus Greek Life organizations 
that have been put on suspension 
status and the chapter status of 
all UCSB Collegiate Panhellenic 
Council organizations, UCSB 
Inter f raternity Counci l 
organizations, UCSB National 
Panhellenic Council organizations 
and UCSB Sorority and Fraternity 
Council organizations. 

UCSB’s PRA office responded 
to the request with the names of 

all offending Greek organizations, 
the offense, the consequences of 
those offenses and the warning 
letters sent to the offenders from 
August onwards.

Not a single UCSB chapter 
president responded to the Nexus’ 
multiple requests for comment.

In response to the violations 
by fraternities, Todd Shelton, 
the chief communication 
officer for the North American 
Interfraternity Conference, said 
in a statement that “overall, we 
believe fraternity chapters are 
taking public health guidelines to 
heart and have adjusted operations 
and activities to keep members 
and the community safe.” 

“While some may struggle with 
COVID fatigue, we fully support 
holding accountable any campus 
groups alleged to be violating 
guidelines,” the statement 
continued. 

“Fraternities continue to be an 
important asset to campus during 
this pandemic as research finds 
fraternity members benefit from 
engagement signif icantly more 
than non-members and report 
higher levels of positive mental 

health along with lower rates of 
depression and anxiety.” 

The f irst violations stretch 
back to August 2020, when 
Delta Gamma was reported for 

allegedly hosting a gathering of 
more than 50 people at its satellite 
house. The national chapter did 
not respond with a comment on 
the UCSB chapter violation. 

Oct. 3, 2020, Delta Tau Delta 
was reported for allegedly hosting 
gatherings at the chapter house, 

Atmika Iyer
County News Editor

This May, vaccination numbers 
have continued to go up, the 
county and university are easing 
COVID-19 restrictions and some 
aspects of Isla Vista and UC Santa 
Barbara are slowly resembling 
their pre-pandemic state. But 
back in March 2020, any hope 
of a return to normal life was far 
away. The following timeline is a 
compilation of how I.V. and UCSB 
weathered a year and two months 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Winter Quarter 2020: No 
Cases in I.V.

When the UCs and colleges 
across the country temporarily 
shut their doors in mid-March 
due to the pandemic, UC Santa 
Barbara students faced their 
new educational reality: remote 
learning. 

As UCSB began its transition 
to an alternative format of 
instruction, there wasn’t a single 
case of COVID-19 in Santa 
Barbara County. 

Student activities and gatherings 

in Isla Vista quickly followed suit, 
changing or canceling their plans 
and operations. Like dominos, the 
campus and the community began 
closing, changing and canceling 
in-person events. Associated 
Students altered its in-person 
operations, study abroad programs 
were suspended and the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
(I.V. CSD) canceled a plan for an 
alternative Deltopia event. 

Then came the March 14 
announcement from university 
that Spring Quarter 2020 would 
also be remote — contradicting 
previous announcements that 
COVID-19 would only shut the 
university down for a few weeks. 
All these changes came within a 
week of each other and still, the 
county had no cases of COVID-19. 

March 15, Santa Barbara County 
had its first case of COVID-19 in 
North County — still relatively far 
from the South County college 
town. Isla Vista stayed cloistered 
from the virus that was still 
changing how residents in the 
small but crowded town lived their 
lives. 

But the virus inched closer and 

closer, and by March 19, South 
County had four cases, with Isla 
Vista’s case number still at zero. 

At this point, every new case 
in the county was news, and 
the Nexus reported every new 
increase — whether that be four 
new cases or five. 

But the virus was already 
devastating in other urban parts of 
the state like the Bay Area and Los 
Angeles. On March 19, Governor 
Gavin Newsom placed a stay-
at-home order for all California 
residents, and the following day he 
ordered restaurants to halt dine-in 
operations and only provide take-
out and delivery services — causing 
local businesses to suffer. Sam’s 
To Go, Freebirds, S.O.S. Liquor, 
Spudnuts Donuts and many more 
saw a significant decrease in their 
traffic and, subsequently, faced 
financial losses.  

March 25, there were 24 cases 
in Santa Barbara County — still 
none in I.V. 

As COVID-19 emerged globally 
between December 2019 and 
March 2020, Isla Vista stayed 
cloistered — until March 30, 2020. 

Spring Quarter 2020: 
Remote Learning Becomes 
Permanent

The first case of COVID-19 in 
I.V. occurred on March 30, while 
the county’s case count was at 88. 

On April 5, Santa Barbara 
County Public Health Officer 
Henning Ansorg announced a 
“Stay Well at Home Order” for 
the county after residents weren’t 
complying with Newsom’s stay-
at-home order, with at least 64 
reports of statewide violations as 
of March 30. 

That weekend, Deltopia — the 
annual, unsanctioned street party 
that invites partiers and police 
from out of town — saw less 
than 30 participants, with many 
students already out of town or 
following stay-at-home guidelines.

Early in the quarter, students 
began questioning why they were 
paying the same tuition as they 
were pre-pandemic, considering 
that their education was primarily 
online and many campus services 
were no longer available to them. 
However, the UC Office of the 
President, along with individual 
chancellors, announced they had 
no plans to adjust tuition. Despite 
a lack of f lexibility tuition-wise 
from the UC system, A.S. began 
allocating money to student relief 
groups, with the aim of providing 
financial relief to students affected 
by COVID-19, and the Isla Vista 
Tenants Union raised funds to 
provide limited funding toward 
rent relief for students.

By May 10, Isla Vista still only 
had one positive case. Though 
other parts of the county were 
seeing rising numbers, Isla Vista 
stayed stagnant. 

During this time, local food-
based organizations Food Not 
Bombs, the Isla Vista Food Co-op, 
the A.S. Food Bank and Manos 
de Mapaches served vulnerable 

populations by providing 
free meals or grocery pick-up 
programs. I.V. CSD joined the 
local food-based organizations in 
serving vulnerable populations by 
distributing meals and providing 

first-aid kits to houseless residents 
in the community. But at the 
same time, local businesses in I.V. 
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The Nexus Reflects on a Year of Remote Learning
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Alpha Tau Omega was the only offender to be sanctioned by the University, eventually resulting in social 
probation and the loss of its Spring 2021 recruitment.

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Winter 2020
March 11
The UCs close
campuses and begin 
remote instruction.

Spring 2020
March 30
Isla Vista has its first 
case of COVID-19.

Summer 2020
August 20
Isla Vista has its first — and so 
far only — death from COVID-19.

Fall 2020
November 16
Santa Barbara moves into the
most restrictive reopening tier, 
leading to the closure of in-per-
son operations at restaurants 
and other indoor businesses.

Winter 2021
Feburary 2
Isla Vista reaches a 
pandemic peak of 1,000 
total cases.

Spring 2021
April 23
Chancellor Yang 
announces that 2021 
graduates will have an 
in-person grad walk.

KELLY YAN / DAILY NEXUS 
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Vista p. 6



Thursday, May 20, 2021 Daily Nexus2 News

NEXUSDAILY
www.dailynexus.com

Contact Us

Additional contact information for 
individual sections and editors

can be found at www.dailynexus.com

News Office:
Phone: (805) 893-2691
Email: eic@dailynexus.com

Advertising Office: 
Phone: (805) 893-3828 
Fax: (805) 893-2789

University of California, Santa Barbara 
PO Box 13402 UCEN

Santa Barbara, CA 93106

Editor in Chief | Katherine Swartz
Managing Editor | Melanie Ziment
Production Coordinator | Hannah Appel
Asst. Production | Daniela Gomez
University News Editor | Holly Rusch
County News Editor | Atmika Iyer
Asst. News Editors | Asumi Shuda, Sindhu 
Ananthavel
Data Editor | Alex Rudolph
Opinion Editor | Emily Kocis
Sports Editors | Brandon Victor, Annika 
Pearson, Garret Harcourt, Preston Espar
Artsweek Editor | Sunidhi Sridhar
Asst. Artsweek Editor | Marisol Cruz
On The Menu Editor | Chace Duma
Asst. On The Menu Editor | Michelle Lee
Science Editor | Sean Crommelin
Asst. Science Editor | Devanshi Tomar
Photo Editor | Sicheng Wang
Asst. Photo Editor | Kaiyi Yang

Nexustentialism Editors | Emma 
Demorest, Max Myszkowski, J. Matteo 
Wharton
Asst. Nexustentialism Editor | Sierra Vakili
Art Director | Luca Disbrow
Director of Social Media Strategy | Joshen 
Mantai
Social Media Managers | Ida Kazerani, 
Jordan Chang
Chief Copy Editors | Laila Voss, Caroline 
Gee, Natalie Gomez
Copy Editors | Sean Chang, Sofia Ciraulo, 
Grace Liu, Zoë Lo, Sophie Lynd, Daniel 
Ong, Laura Tucker 
Web Editor | Rowan Tran
Advertising Representative | Aly Witmer 
Diversity & Inclusion Chairs | Maya 
Pacheco, Pricila Flores
Video Editors | Evan Cacatian, Juliana 
Zappitell 

“I would love to live in precedented times again.”

The Daily Nexus is published by the Press 
Council and partially funded through the 
Associated Students of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara on weekdays during 
the school year.

Editorial Matter: Opinions expressed in the 
editorial pages, News and the  
Weather Box do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Daily Nexus, UCSB, its faculty or 
student body.

Advertising Matter: Advertising printed 
herein is solely for informational purposes. 
Such printing is not to be construed as a 
written or implied sponsorship, endorsement 
or investigation of such commercial 
enterprises or ventures by the Daily Nexus.

Corrections Policy: To call an error to 
the attention of the editor in chief, provide 
a written statement detailing the correct 
information. The Daily Nexus publishes all 
corrections of errors.

The Daily Nexus follows the University 
of California’s anti-discrimination codes. 
Inquiries about these policies may be 
directed to: Ricardo Alcaíno, Director and 
Affirmative Action Officer at UCSB’s Equal 
Opportunity & Discrimination Prevention 
Office, phone (805) 893-3724

 Single copies are free; additional copies 
cost $1.

Printed at the Santa Barbara
News-Press printing facility, in Goleta.

Zir is absolutely not vibing with the unexpected Wi-Fi outages 
from The Internet Company That Must Not Be Named. 

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Digitally shooting my shot with 
the Wi-Fi support guy so I can actually attend my Zoom lectures.     

weather

A Week in UC Student News
Interested in keeping up with what’s happening across the UC system? Look no further! Our column “UC News” will showcase the top stories 

of the week from other UC student newspapers in our weekly print edition and online. 

More UC Funding From the State: 
Working with a $75 million budget surplus, Gov. Gavin Newsom unveiled massive spending programs across a variety of state sectors, 

including public colleges. Over the next two years, he plans to put $4 billion in one-time funds toward building affordable student housing in 
the UC, Cal State and community college systems. The UC will also get an additional $325 million to repair aging facilities and improve energy 
efficiency. The new investment comes after a year of university budget cuts due to the pandemic. 

UC Regents Recap: 
One key issue UC President Michael V. Drake discussed at the UC Board of Regents teleconference on May 11-13 was a data breach that 

occurred at the end of March, which affected students, faculty and alumni. Another key discussion during the meeting centered around 
expanding the Eligibility in the Local Context Program, which guarantees UC admission to top California high school students. More than 
1,000 high schools that are not a part of the program have been invited to join this year, an initiative meant to achieve greater geographic and 
socioeconomic diversity among the UC’s student body. 

UC Will No Longer Use SAT and ACT Scores: 
The UC has agreed not to consider SAT and ACT scores in admission, the result of a settlement in a lawsuit against the UC. The lawsuit 

alleges that the test put students of color and those with disabilities at a disadvantage. The UC had already planned to phase out the tests and 
replace them with a new standardized test that is more equitable. Discussions around that test remain ongoing; it is not planned to begin until 
2025. The UC now adds momentum to the growing wave of universities that are making standardized tests optional or eliminating them in 
admissions altogether.
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Letter From the Editor: On 
Unexpected Endings

Pricila Flores
Maya Pacheco
Diversity & Inclusion Chairs

UC Santa Barbara chooses 
to highlight its progression and 
inclusivity as a minority-serving 
institution. Yet, when we examine 
student-led organizations that are 
not explicitly culturally based, we 
see a common theme: whiteness. 

For a long time, coverage at 
the Daily Nexus has typically 
been f iltered through a white 
cisgendered lens. Redundant as 
it may sound, white cisgendered 
experiences cannot be 
representative of, nor will they 
ref lect, other cultural and non-
binary experiences here at UCSB. 

As the diversity and inclusion 
(D&I) chairs of the Daily Nexus, 
we are excited to be able to use our 
platforms to enforce meaningful 
change in a predominately white 
institution by ensuring that one of 
UCSB’s prominent media sources 
is held accountable for the way 
they represent marginalized 
voices here on campus. First, let 
us introduce ourselves:

My name is Pricila Flores, and 
I’m a first-year language, culture 
and society major. I am a first-
generation college student and 
daughter of Mexican immigrants. 
I had been blind to the fact that no 
one in my classes looked like me or 
came from the same background. 
I was heavily involved in my high 
school’s newspaper — so involved 
I worked my way up to editor in 
chief. However, when I looked 
out at my staff, I saw no one that 
looked like me. Upon hearing 
about the diversity and inclusion 
chair opening at the Daily Nexus, 
I couldn’t get it out of my head. 
I want to include more diverse 
voices and the entirety of our 
community in Nexus’ coverage 
to make our paper an accurate 
representation of our school. 

My name is Maya Pacheco, 
and I am a second-year political 
science and philosophy double 
major. When I heard about the 
diversity and inclusion position 

at the Daily Nexus, I thought it 
was the perfect opportunity to 
get involved through the media 
and take control of the narratives 
that have been misconstrued by 
those who will never be able to 
accurately depict the sentiment 
of marginalized voices. By 
stepping in and taking initiative 
alongside Pricila, I hope to create 
lasting change for our respective 
communities. 

Historically, being a 
predominately white press, the 
Nexus has failed tremendously 
in the past and in recent times 
to depict issues and endeavors 
within marginalized communities 
accurately. Some of our rhetoric 
and coverage from the past has 
perpetuated extremely negative 
connotations toward Black, 
Indigenous and people of color 
(BIPOC) to the extent that some 
cultural organizations on campus 
have refused to foster relationships 
with the Nexus. 

Understanding the paper’s 
past negligence in representing 
marginalized groups, we recognize 
the hesitancy and distrust that 
these groups might feel toward 
the Nexus. Maya and I want to 
ensure that, moving forward, the 
Daily Nexus makes signif icant 
steps toward regaining the trust 
to facilitate proper representation 
within UCSB’s media. 

As D&I chairs, we are also 
working on creating safe spaces 
for BIPOC staff within the Nexus, 
understanding the importance 
of being comfortable and 
having an outlet when working 
in predominantly white spaces. 
By demanding representation 
through coverage, generating 
ideas on how each section 
can work to be more inclusive 
and doing outreach to cultural 
organizations, we hope to foster 
new and better relationships 
between the Daily Nexus and 
BIPOC communities. 

To ensure that these communities 
are being represented, we have 
implemented content trackers to 
monitor story pitches and closely 

follow each section’s content. 
These content trackers will show 
us which sections still need 
guidance in their diversification. 

Alongside providing insight to 
editors over these months, we will 
be holding mandatory workshops 
with all of the editorial staff to 
facilitate a space for personal 
growth both as editors of a 
publication and also as people in 
modern-day society. 

 Pricila and I do not speak 
for every BIPOC student here 
on campus. Our job is not to 
shield or protect the Daily Nexus 
by acting in a glorified human 
resources position. Our job is to 
hold the Daily Nexus accountable 
for the content it produces. It will 
take more than two people to 
put in place equitable measures 
for marginalized communities on 
campus. However, we promise 
to put in the time, effort and 
dedication to make the f irst 
steps in holding the media 
accountable at UCSB in the hopes 
of creating a lasting impact and 
legacy of conscious and accurate 
representation for historically 
underrepresented communities.

Since its genesis, the media has 
worked to control narratives and 
the masses and has consequently, 
infiltrated our inner monologues 
with its shaping rhetoric. CNN 
and Fox News serve as prime 
prevalent media examples that 
work to undermine each other’s 
narratives at the expense of real 
people and real issues. They prove 

that it is easy to perpetuate tailored 
narratives for their respective 
audiences who are inevitably 
indoctrinated into these epistemic 
bubbles that control their thought 
processes, political affiliations and 
biases. 

Given the depths of the 
media’s power and inf luence, it 
is imperative to recognize where 
representation lies within it. That 
being said, we will not allow 
BIPOC traumas to be the only 
way we are represented in the 
media. Instead, we plan to provide 
BIPOC the spaces and platforms 
to actively use their voices 
themselves, highlighting their own 
triumphs and endeavors. With 
accurate representation, we hope 
that marginalized communities 
here at UCSB can finally feel 
like their identities, experiences 
and voices are recognized by the 
general public of Isla Vista and 
beyond. 

Since this is the first year that 
these positions exist, this is a 
learning experience and process 
for both of us, so we appreciate 
any input we can get.  The most 
valuable feedback would be 
from our fellow peers and the 
community outside the Daily 
Nexus. We hope we can be people 
the community feels comfortable 
turning to, and our inbox is always 
open. 

Reach  us at 
diversityandinclusion@dailynexus.
com.

Letter From the Editors: Introducing 
the Diversity & Inclusion Chairs

Harper Lambert
Outgoing Editor in Chief

For the past four years, I’ve spent 
most of my time in the company 
of stories, whether that be writing 
and editing articles for the Nexus, 
reading books or going to the 
movies. I love recurring themes, 
how meaning can be extracted 
from the tiniest of details, the 
comfort of knowing everything 
will resolve in the third act. 

It’s easy to feel like the main 
character in your own story when 
things go according to plan. I’ve 
enjoyed my fair share of moments 
that lived up to my expectations 
of “the college experience,” those 
magical moments that made me 
feel like I was doing college right. 
Cue the memories of devouring 
Freebirds nachos on a Deltopia 
afternoon, soaking up the sun 
outside the Arbor after class and 
an endless montage of f lawless I.V. 
sunsets.

There were also many moments 
that made me want to yell, “HEY, 
this wasn’t in the script!” On an 
epic scale, there were fires, f loods, 
rogue mountain lions on campus 
and, of course, a pandemic. Not 
to mention the surprises and 
sudden changes that characterize 
everyday life.

All this to say: If there’s one 
thing I’ve learned from serving 
as the Nexus’ first (and hopefully, 
last) pandemic editor in chief 
(EIC), it’s that life rarely conforms 
to the narratives we feed ourselves. 

Leading this newspaper through 
a year of utter chaos forced 
me to throw all my plans and 
preconceptions out the window. 
In the absence of a blueprint, I had 

to lean on other people more than 
I had ever anticipated. Asking 
for help can be uncomfortable, 
especially when you feel like 
you’re supposed to have all 
the answers. The kindness and 
encouragement so many have 
shown me throughout college, 
particularly this year, are proof 
that people are always willing to 
lend a hand — if you can find the 
courage to ask.

With that in mind, I first want 
to thank everyone who opened a 
door for me when I was too afraid 
to knock. I wish I could say I knew 
UC Santa Barbara and I were 
meant to be the second I stepped 
foot onto its vacation resort of a 
campus. In truth, my feeling of 
belonging was hard-won. The first 
journal entry that didn’t contain 
the word “transfer” was one I 
wrote after attending a Nexus 
party my freshman year. Without 
people like Laurel, Ali, Zoë, Merk, 
Hannah, Emma, Brandon, Omar, 
Emma and Shomik, I may never 
have found my place. 

To anyone who feels like they 
haven’t found theirs yet, I want 
to say that community can be 
found in the most unexpected 
of places. Whether you find it in 
your freshman-year friend group 
or a random org you decide to try 
out, I promise that like-minded 
people are out there. Don’t feel 
beholden to anyone else’s timeline 
or conception of what these 
four years are supposed to look 
like. There is no “the” college 
experience, only your college 
experience.

To my fellow Nexites, who 
trusted me to virtually lead: 
thank you. Many of them are 

well on their way to glorious 
journalism careers (I’m looking 
at you, Hannah Jackson and Max 
Abrams!) but there are easier 
ways to pad your resume than by 
dedicating all of your free time 
(and un-free time) to this grueling, 
important and often thankless 
work. I never fail to be amazed by 
the meticulous detail and genuine 
care you all put into this paper. 
Missing out on your company, the 
most joyful part of this job, only 
increases my appreciation for the 
past three years.

Witnessing Isla Vista and the 
UCSB community from an insider 
perspective has been an eye-
opening experience. It taught me 
that you never, ever know what’s 
going on in someone else’s world. 
Whether or not you’re in the 
business of telling other people’s 
stories, it is essential to be kinder 
than you may feel and to give 
people the benefit of the doubt. 

The person to whom I owe 
that lesson is my managing editor, 
Evelyn Spence. The most unlikely 
subplot of my time as EIC is 
the friendship we developed, 
which went above and beyond the 
obligations of a work partnership. 
Thank you, Ev, for restoring my 
faith in collaboration. I know that 
Katherine Swartz and Melanie 
Ziment, respectively the incoming 
EIC and managing editor, will 
pick up the mantle perfectly. 
Nobody is more qualified to lead 
the Nexus through the transition 
back to normalcy, or whatever 
comes next. 

It takes a village to run 
a newspaper and also to raise 
the people who run it. I’ve long 
believed that those who can’t 

teach, do, and I cannot thank my 
teachers enough for doing what 
I never could. Thank you to my 
family, my first editors and eternal 
support system; to everyone who 
has let me pace around a room 
and talk through my ideas; and 
to anyone who, knowingly or not, 
has given me something to write 
about. Thank you to the Daily 
Nexus for making me feel seen 
and heard and for allowing me to 
find my voice. 

Alone together is not an 
oxymoron. My whole world 
shrunk to just a few people for 
almost a year, and I consider them 
family. Thank you Charli, Tess, 
Natalie and Sarah for constantly 
being there for me this year and 
the three before it. 

This year, when I felt 
overwhelmed by nostalgia or 
regret about what could have been, 
I’d take a solo trip to the office just 
to sit among the hundred-year-old 
archives, broken cassette players, 
ancient print issues, forgotten blue 
books, chalk quotes and polaroids. 
If you are lucky enough to call 
the Storke Tower dungeon your 
home, I recommend that you 
(respectfully) ransack the place. 
It feels special to know that you 
are part of a living history, that 
beautifully messy patchwork of 
the stories and people who came 
before you. 

I can’t fret too much about 
leaving my mark on this place 
because I know I leave a piece of 
myself behind. With the Nexus, 
the story never really ends. 

Signing off for good,
Harper Lambert
Editor in Chief 2020-21

Senior Reflections
The outgoing editors look back on 

their time at the Nexus. 

MAX ABRAMS, Lead 
News Editor
Working at the Nexus defined my 
college experience by giving me 
the space to shine an unblinking 
light on the stories and issues 
that make our community whole. 

While my time at the Nexus 
has come to an end, the fire that 

burns here will 
last forever.
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LAILA VOSS, 
Copy Chief

I’ve loved working behind the 
scenes as a copy editor at the 
Nexus. It’s been a joy to be a 

part of something bigger than 
myself and to work alongside 
people I’m lucky to call friends!people I’m lucky to call friends!people I’m lucky to call friends!

EVELYN SPENCE, 
Managing Editor
The Daily Nexus gave me 
the opportunity to grow as a 
writer and an editor and is the 
sole reason that I fell in love 

with UCSB.with UCSB.with UCSB.

ANNIKA 
PEARSON, Asst. 

Sports Editor
I’ll never forget my first time 

going into the press box at 
Harder Stadium to cover the 
UCSB v. Cal Poly men’s soccer 
game alongside other local sports 

journalists. Thank you to the Daily Nexus for giving 
me many opportunities to recognize and showcase the 

talent and successes of UCSB’s 
athletes.

HAYLEY TICE, 
Data Editor
I love the Nexus because of all 
the amazingly smart, talented, 
dedicated and kind editors and 
writers who make it all 

happen! 

talent and successes of UCSB’s 

HAYLEY TICE, 
Data Editor
I love the Nexus because of all 
the amazingly smart, talented, 
dedicated and kind editors and 
writers who writers who make it all 

happen! 
writers who 

happen! 

HARVEST KEENY, 
Video Director

Being a videographer for the 
Nexus has allowed me to 

explore UCSB student life in so 
many fun and creative ways, and 
I’m definitely going to miss it when 

I graduate.I graduate.I graduate.

SOFIA MEJIAS-
PASCOE, Deputy 
News Editor
My favorite memories from the 
Nexus are the late nights finishing 
print, celebrating to the sound of 

“Africa” by Toto in the background 
and walking home from campus with 

the news team after a long day.

Courtesy of Pricila FloresCourtesy of Maya Pacheco

Courtesy of Harper Lambert
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UCSB To Bring Current Freshman Back to Campus 
for Second Year Summer Program

Jacob Davis
Reporter

First-years at UC Santa Barbara 
were unable to experience an 
in-person introduction to college 
campus life this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As a potential 
solution, UCSB is hoping to get 
these soon-to-be second-years 
acquainted with campus life with its 
2nd Year Summer program, which 
will bring incoming sophomores to 
UCSB for an introduction to life on 
campus. 

Students can apply for the 
program through a Google Forms 
application on the Summer Sessions 
website. There is no hard deadline 
for the program’s application, but 
students are encouraged to apply as 
soon as possible because applicants 
are considered on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Like the Freshman Summer Start 
Program (FSSP), accepted students 
come to campus for six weeks for 
Summer Session B, which takes 
place from July 30 to Sept. 11. 
Participants will live in the Anacapa 
Residence Hall, taking six or more 
units of classes during their stay. 

Initially, according to Director 
of Summer Sessions Leesa Beck, 
the program was slated to house 
200 students in singles with 
most of the classes and activities 
conducted online due to COVID-
19 precautions. However, since 
the country’s swift vaccine rollout, 
the program has become more 
ambitious. Capacity has now 
doubled to 400 students, students 
will live in doubles, with mixers and 
discussion sections held in person.

No decision has been announced 
on whether students will need to 
be vaccinated. The UC and CSU 
systems recently announced that 
all students, staff and faculty must 
be vaccinated to access in-person 
spaces in the fall, pending full 
approval of the vaccines by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration. 

During the program, students 
will also enroll in The Second 
Year Experience — INT 95C 
— a one-unit seminar course 
which introduces undergraduate 
research opportunities, campus 
organizations and leadership 
opportunities with the hopes of 
helping students become more 
involved at UCSB.

“The Second Year Experience is 
really more geared towards helping 
students to prepare to make the 
most out of those remaining years 
on campus,” Beck said. “They’re 
really in a place where they’re ready 
to start thinking about ‘What’s next 
for me?’ and ‘How do I get the most 
out of the rest of this time?’”

Along with roommates and 
in-person mixers and sections, 
students will also each have a 
third-year or fourth-year mentor 
through the INT 95C seminar to 
provide advice and support for a 
smooth transition into on-campus 
life. Beck explained that freshman 
year is characteristically crucial 
for meeting fellow students and 
making friends, which current 
freshmen have been unable to do in 
a traditional manner due to remote 
learning. 

“We’re excited to start giving 
students an opportunity to get to 
know each other … and build those 
friendships and all those other 
things that other students would 
have done at this point in their 
academic career,” Beck said. 

Many current freshmen feel 
they have been short-changed 

on important first-year college 
experiences. 

First-year biopsychology major 
Lily Waldrop said that she was 
excited to “live away from [her] 
family … and learn how to live in 
a different city independently” this 
summer.

 “I feel like I was kind of robbed 
of that first-year experience at 
UCSB and that first college year 
experience,” Waldrop said. 

First-year cultural anthropology 
major Emily Zomoroudi expressed 
a similar sentiment. Zomoroudi 
wanted to experience dorm life, 
including meeting new people, and 
had participated in FSSP online last 
summer.

“I originally did the Freshman 
Summer Start Program last 
summer, and I wanted to do the 
same thing again, but hopefully 
have it in person, so I’m able to 
experience the dorms and all of 
what the school has to offer,” 
Zomoroudi said. “I just want to 
continue doing summer classes, just 
be able to graduate on time and find 
some more friends.”

Ultimately, the program is looking 
to give some students a glimpse of 

what they missed from their first 
year, while also preparing them 
for the rest of college, according to 
Beck. 

Beck said she wants “to do 
something for this cohort of 
students who haven’t gotten the 

opportunity to live on campus, to 
really let them come experience 
the campus, enjoy being in Santa 
Barbara and get to know all the 
things you would expect a student 
to know by the end of their first 
year.”

Goleta Schools Return to In-Person Instruction

Alice Zhang
Staff Writer

The Goleta Union School 
District returned to in-person 
instruction in March on a five-
day modified schedule. Now that 
Santa Barbara County has moved 
to the orange tier of California’s 
reopening guidelines, the district 
plans to have all students fully 
return in-person in August for the 
2021-22 school year.

The school  district reopened 
after Santa Barbara County’s 
COVID-19 case rate remained 
below 25 cases per 100,000 residents 

for five consecutive days. Upon 
opening, the district required all 
nine of their school sites to adhere 
to a strict 19:1 student to teacher 
ratio to accommodate for the six-
feet social distancing protocol.

During the 2020-21 school year, 
Goleta Unified School District 
(GUSD) prepared three learning 
models that students and families 
could pursue according to their 
preferences, contingent on public 
health guidelines. 

The first model, for students and 
families who would like to return 
to in-person instruction, followed 
a five-day modified schedule with 

a shortened instructional day and 
reduced class size. Teachers were 
encouraged to use outdoor spaces 
when possible. 

Additionally, the district 
prepared two state-funded 
fully distanced learning models 
— Virtual Academy and Future 
Leaders Exchange (F.L.E.X.) 
Program — for families who did 
not wish their child to attend 
school in-person this year. Both 
options provided a hybrid-learning 
approach to support students’ 
academic needs. In the Virtual 
Academy program, students are 
assigned a distance learning class 
and teacher to provide instruction 
through Zoom meetings and 
online videos and assignments. 
In the F.L.E.X. Program, parents 
are responsible for providing 
instruction. The program is 
overseen by credentialed teachers 
who help determine students’ 
academic plans based on district 
curriculum. 

Twenty-five new teachers were 
added in the 2020-21 school 
year, allowing schools to reduce 
average class sizes to under 24 
students. Additionally, the district 
rearranged classrooms to ensure 
that desks are at least six feet apart 
and equipped each classroom with 
new medical-grade air purifiers. 

Richard Mayer, a professor 
in the Psychological and Brain 

Sciences Department at UC Santa 
Barbara and member of the GUSD 
School Board, said that the district 
carefully planned to implement 
in-person learning in a safe manner 
using various strategies.

“We have tested all employees 
for COVID every two weeks, and 
now we have more than 80% 
of our employees vaccinated,” 
Mayer said. “We monitor students’ 
temperature and health every day 
and have staggered schedules at 
each school site.” 

Cheryl Takahara, a first-grade 
teacher at Isla Vista Elementary 
School (IVES), said the transition 
back to in-person school since 
March has gone smoothly. Despite 
the challenges that come with 
pandemic learning, Takahara said 
she noticed that younger students 
tend to enjoy learning more in 
an environment with face-to-face 
interaction.

“The distractions of the squirrels, 
garbage truck, airplanes, custodian, 
wind and miscellaneous items on 
the ground make [learning] really 
hard,” Takahara said.“[But] my 
students have been cooperative 
and focused. They love getting to 
know each other and have enjoyed 
the playground time.” 

Mark Warren, a fifth-grade 
teacher at IVES, said that some 
obstacles he faced under the 
in-person model included the 

limited class sizes and inability 
to pursue project-based learning. 
“One of my biggest challenges 
has been to teach masked all 
day, projecting my voice over the 
whir of the air purifier. Due to 
social distancing, it is difficult for 
students to collaborate on projects 
and support each other in small 
groups,” Warren said. 

“Transition has been successful 
all things considered. Students 
were eager to return and most 
did,” he continued. 

Looking forward to the fall 
of the 2021-22 school year, the 
district has a clear plan of action 
and plans to employ a full-day 
schedule. Most general education 
courses will be delivered by 
classroom teachers in an in-person 
format, although music and art 
instruction may continue to be 
delivered through virtual lessons. 

Virtual Academy and F.L.E.X. 
Programs will not be receiving state 
funding next year, but GUSD plans 
to continue offering independent 
study remote-learning options 
for students with special needs, 
according to Mayer. 

Social distancing and mask 
wearing will continue to be 
required when returning to 
in-person learning. In addition, 
all parents will be expected to 
screen their children for COVID-
19 symptoms prior to bringing 

them to school. 
The district will also add 

approximately 13 more teachers 
in order to reduce average 
class sizes down to 18 students, 
hire permanent substitutes 
and implement professional 
development programs for teachers 
and staff, according to Mayer. 

In addition, Mayer said that 
GUSD plans to implement district-
run after-school programs in 
response to family requests. One 
such program is the Expanded 
Learning After School Program 
on all nine GUSD school sites, 
which will run five days a week. 
Mayer added that GUSD is also 
coordinating with the Isla Vista 
Youth Projects to run another 
program, After School Education 
& Safety, which will provide a 
safe and supportive environment at 
three sites for students after school 
ends.

In-person summer programs 
and additional academic and 
psychological support will also be 
offered at each school for small-
group and individual assistance.

“We are looking forward to a 
return to a more normal school 
life for our students and everyone 
in the District,” Mayer said. “My 
heartfelt thanks go to the teachers, 
staff, administrators, students 
and families who have made this 
possible.” 
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Holly Rusch
University News Editor

In partnership with local 
community organizations, the 
Santa Barbara County Department 
of Public Health has provided 77 
mobile vaccine clinics around the 
county — 66 first-dose clinics and 
11 second-dose — administering 
over 1,400 vaccinations. 

Locations close to Isla Vista 
include UC Santa Barbara 
Student Health, the Goleta Valley 
Community Center and the 
upcoming clinic at fraternity Sigma 
Chi’s chapter house. Generally, 
the county offers organizations a 
choice of providing the Moderna 
or Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
according to Jackie Ruiz, the 
public information officer at the 
Public Health Department. 

“We’ve gone to a variety of 
places, we’ve gone to places where 
people work, where they worship, 
places that they frequent. And so 
by creating more access points 
in the community, we’re just 
really eager to get more of our 
community members vaccinated 
in a way that’s accessible to them,” 
Ruiz said. 

To participate in the program, 
sites must fill out consent forms, 
assign appointment times to the 
eligible persons, provide a space 
to hold the clinic and tents, 
tables, chairs and water for the 
observation area and be able to 
secure anywhere between 80 
and 250 eligible appointments for 
the day of the clinic. However, 
smaller sites can potentially work 
with other organizations to host a 
combined clinic, according to the 
Department of Public Health. 

Appointments for the second 
vaccine shot, if necessary, are 
scheduled on-site, and the county 
will return to the sites to the pop-
up sites to administer the second 
dose. The clinics are assisting 
countywide efforts to combat 
the spread of COVID-19 through 
vaccinations — currently, 40% of 
the county is fully vaccinated. 

The program also aims to focus 
on health equity by removing 
the barriers that Santa Barbara 
residents might face when seeking 
vaccinations, according to Ruiz. 

“It’s our mission to continuously 
go to people where they are, meet 
them where they are, provide 
information and provide services,” 
she said.

“We look for locations in which 
we know folks who may be at 
greater risk for COVID, [like] 
folks living in congregate settings. 
We’ve had a couple of clinics 
… that really focused more on 
communities of color and non-

English-speaking communities,” 
Ruiz continued.

One such location was the 
Goleta Valley Community Center, 
which vaccinated 105 people 
during its one-day clinic held 
earlier this month. According to 
Charlie Johnson, the manager of 
the community center, the clinic 
— which offered the Moderna 
vaccine — focused on the local 
Latinx population. 

“The community center is 
central to our community and is 
where people come. So they’re 
very familiar with the place, it’s 
easy to get to, we have wonderful 
parking and it provided a safe 
haven for them to come and in this 
case, walk in, no appointment, and 
get their vaccinations,” Johnson 
said. 

The familiar, relatively small 

and walking-distance clinic 
removed many of the barriers that 
community members might face 
in going to larger and further away 
vaccination sites, he said. 

“I think all the advertising that 
they did, it worked wonderfully, 
they had 105 [people],” Johnson 
said of the site, which already 
administers around 75 COVID-19 
tests a day. “It’s not near what the 
testing is. But it was important 
because this is 105 people that 
[showed up], and they plan on 
showing up for the second one.” 

Johnson said that upon receiving 
the county’s request to host a 
clinic, he agreed to it immediately, 
excited for the center to once again 
serve the community. 

“I said, ‘If we’re allowed to be a 
community center, we’re all for it.’ 
This benefits the community, and 
that’s what we want to do,” he said. 

UCSB and the county partnered 
to host a mobile clinic for UCSB 
students on May 6 at Parking 
Lot 25. The clinic, which offered 
a choice of both Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson, vaccinated 
close to 300 students, UCSB’s 
medical director Dr. Ali Javanbakht 
said in a statement to the Nexus.  

“The county approached our 
executive director, Dr. Vejas 
Skripkus, about the county mobile 
clinic and if we wanted to host 
them on campus. We took them 
up on that offer and worked out 
a date that worked well for us and 
them,” Javanbakht said.

Although the clinic required that 
students make an appointment 

via their student health portal, 
they had the capacity to accept 
about 20 walk-ins, according to 
Javanbakht. 

“We are definitely continuing our 
mobile vaccination program efforts 
throughout our communities, 
including UCSB,” Ruiz said, noting 
that the county will be back to 
campus “very, very shortly” to 
administer second doses of the 
Moderna vaccine. 

“The partnership with UCSB 
has been a long-standing one, and 
it definitely will be ongoing as we 
move into the summer and into 
the fall,” she continued, noting that 
vaccination efforts extended onto 
campus will make the vaccine 
more accessible to students. 

Moving forward, UCSB will also 
be offering weekly vaccination 
clinics on Thursdays from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on May 20, 2021, 
May 27, 2021, June 3, 2021 and 
June 10, 2021. Students can sign up 
for the clinics, which will offer the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, on the 
student health portal. 

An upcoming May 22 mobile 
vaccination clinic, hosted in 
partnership with the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
(I.V. CSD) and UCSB Greek 
Life — including Panhellenic, 
Interfraternity Council and the 
United Sorority and Fraternity 
Council — also will aim to increase 
vaccine availability for students 
and I.V. community members. 

“The Inter-Greek Council 
realized that no vaccine clinic was 
easily accessible for I.V. residents 
without cars or who didn’t feel 
comfortable using rideshare 
services,” Sophia Lake, the 
president of UCSB’s Panhellenic 
Council, said in a statement to the 
Nexus. 

The council reached out to the 
I.V. CSD and then was put in 
contact with the county to host 
the clinic, which will run from 
1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Sigma Chi 
chapter house and provide the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine on a 
walk-in basis, according to Lake. 
“Because it’s a one-shot it’s easier to 
get people [vaccinated],” Jonathan 
Abboud, the general manager of 
the I.V. CSD, said of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine choice. “What 
we’ve heard from feedback is [that] 
we’ve got people who haven’t 
gotten vaccinated, and yet a one-
shot will be easier for them.”

Abboud said the clinic will be 
offering approximately 120 doses. 
Lake also said that due to the 
timing of the clinic, second-dose 
appointments would have been 
scheduled for after UCSB’s finals, 
making Johnson & Johnson a more 
efficient choice. 

“We wanted to make sure that 
there was a location that was 
convenient and easy for Isla Vista 
residents … just to make getting 
vaccinated as easy as possible,” 
Abboud said. 

During a May 7 COVID-19 
press conference, Santa Barbara 
County Public Health Director 
Van Do-Reynoso said that she saw 
mobile vaccine clinics as the future 
of the county’s vaccination efforts. 

“The mobile clinics are needed 
now to make sure that it’s available 
in communities, in places that 
individuals are comfortable 
getting their vaccination. So I 
anticipate that we will go to a 
smaller clinic model more specific 
to communities,” she said.
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University, Community Organizations 
and Public Health Bring Vaccines to I.V

and the fraternity was reported 
a second time, on Jan. 15, 2021, 
for allegedly hosting a gathering 
at their chapter house. The 
Delta Tau Delta national chapter 
responded to a request for 
comment with a news release. 

“Delta Tau Delta Fraternity 
expects its member chapters to 
obey all local health guidelines 
when planning events,” the 
release by Jack Kreman, Delta 
Tau Delta’s chief executive officer, 
read. “The safety of members 
and guests is our top priority. 
We are pleased with how our 
chapters have worked with the 
local authorities to preserve 
the fraternity experience while 
remaining good citizens in their 
communities.”

Alpha Tau Omega was 
reported three different times. 
On Oct. 10, they were reported 
for allegedly hosting a party at 
a chapter house. The fraternity 
received social probation until 
the end of Fall Quarter 2020 in 
response. 

Alpha Tau Omega was 
reported again one month later 
for allegedly hosting a party 
at a senior house, for which 
they received extended social 
probation until the end of Winter 
Quarter 2021. Alpha Tau Omega 
was warned that if it committed 
another offense, it would lose 
spring recruitment. 

Alpha Tau Omega was reported 
for a third time this January for 
allegedly hosting a party at a 
satellite house, resulting in the 
loss of spring recruitment. The 
national chapter did not respond 
with a comment to the UCSB 
chapter violation.

Pi Beta Phi received two 
separate reports in the span 
of two weeks in January. The 
first was for allegedly hosting 
a gathering of over 50 people 
at its satellite house.  The 
second report was for allegedly 
attending a gathering with 
Alpha Tau Omega. This is an 
offense because “no fraternities 
or sororities are permitted to 

socialize with organizations 
that are on social probation,” 
according to the warning letter Pi 
Beta Phi received from Suzanne 
Perkin, the associate dean of 
student life. The national chapter 
did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Alpha Phi was also reported for 
allegedly attending a gathering 
with Alpha Tau Omega. The 
national chapter did not respond 
with a comment to the UCSB 
chapter violation. 

Some time between Jan. 8-10, 
Sigma Chi was reported for 
allegedly hosting a gathering of 
more than 50 people at a satellite 
house. The national chapter did 
not respond with a comment to 
the UCSB chapter violation. 

Feb. 9, 2021, Sigma Phi Epsilon 
was reported for allegedly 
hosting a gathering at a chapter 
facility. The warning letter Sigma 
Phi Epsilon received from Perkin 
said that “the reporting party 
saw multiple groups of women 
entering the house without masks 
and also mentioned very loud 
music.” The national chapter did 
not respond with a comment to 
the UCSB chapter violation. 

Feb. 12, 2021, Zeta Beta Tau 
was reported for allegedly 
hosting a gathering at a senior 
house of around 30 maskless 
attendees. Libby Anderson, the 
chief executive officer for the 
national chapter, declined to 
comment and deferred to the 
North American Interfraternity 
Conference. 

Feb. 22, 2021, Zeta Psi was 
reported for allegedly hosting a 
gathering at its satellite house 
with more than 25 people. 

The national chapter of Zeta 
Psi and Perkins clarified that the 
gathering Zeta Psi was issued a 
warning, for it was hosted by a 
graduated student who was not 
an active member of the chapter 
anymore. 

Perkins said “the warning 
was issued to the organization 
because of the perception that 
the event was a Zeta Psi event.”

Continued from p.1

GREEK LIFE VIOLATING 
PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

We look for locations in which we 
know folks who may be at greater 
risk for COVID, [like] folks living 
in congregate settings. We’ve had 

a couple of clinics ... that really 
focused more on communities of 
color and non-English speaking 

communities.

“

JACKIE RUIZ, PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE 
INFORMATION OFFICER

During a May 7 COVID-19 press conference, Santa Barbara County Public Health Director Van Do-Reynoso said that she saw mobile vaccine 
clinics as the future of the county’s vaccination efforts.
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violated state orders, such as the 
Study Hall Bar. 

By May 26, the county began 
enforcing a face-covering 
mandate in public areas while 
businesses began reopening. On 
that same day, the UC Education 
Abroad Program suspended all 
study abroad programs for the fall 
quarter, affecting 3,313 students. 

Graduation, which normally 
marks the end of an academic 
year, took place virtually, with 
graduates celebrating at home 
across the state, country and 
world — many separated from Isla 
Vista. 

Summer 2020: Isla Vista 
Case Levels Begin To Rise

Chancellor Henry T. Yang 
announced to students by mid-
June that fall quarter would be 
mostly remote and, again, tuition 
and fees remained the same 
despite students being unable to 
access many of the resources paid 
for with student tuition, like the 
UCSB Library and the Recreation 
Center. 

In June, Isla Vista saw a 
significant increase in its cases. 
Slowly, the college town went 
from being stagnant at one case to 
an incline of cases from individual 
cases and small outbreaks, 
including one outbreak at a dining 
hall. By June 22, Isla Vista had 
seven cases. 

By the end of June, Isla Vista 
reached double digits in COVID-
19 cases for the first time, with a 
total case count of 14. 

Come July, a surge of COVID-
19 cases across the state prompted 

Newsom to shut down indoor 
operations for restaurants, wineries 
and movie theaters in counties 
that were on the state watch list, 
including Santa Barbara County. 
To prevent a further rise in cases, 
beaches in the county were shut 
down for the weekend of  July 4.

Though Isla Vista took a brief 
few months away from its party 
culture as a result of pandemic, the 
university got word on July 7 that 
a private residence in town threw 
a COVID-19 party, prompting 
an email outlining potential 
consequences — like warnings, 
suspensions or expulsions — for 
students who violate public health 
orders. 

The consequences of the 
pandemic also uprooted the 
lives of international students 
in the U.S. Following a new 
policy from Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (I.C.E.), 
international students were told 
that if their university were only 
offering remote learning during 
their fall term, they would have 
to leave the country. In response, 
the UC system announced on 
July 8 that it planned to sue the 
federal government to provide 
a “temporary restraining order 
and ‘preliminary and permanent 
injunctive relief ’ to block [I.C.E.] 
from forcing international students 
to leave the country.” Within the 
next few weeks, I.C.E. rescinded 
the policy. 

On July 21, a small part of 
the county began to reopen, 
with barbershops and hair salons  
operating outdoors. 

Isla Vista had its largest case 

jump on Aug. 6, with 13 residents 
testing positive. By Aug. 7, Isla 
Vista had a total case count of 
74. Half of those total cases were 
reported 17 days prior to the case 
jump. 

On Aug. 20, Isla Vista had the 
first — and so far, only — death 
from COVID-19. The deceased 
individual was between 50 to 69 
years old, lived in a congregate 
care facility and had underlying 
health conditions. 

A little over a week after the 
first COVID-19 death in Isla 
Vista, over 300 unmasked people 
in large groups were on Del Playa 
Drive, Sabado Tarde Road and 
Trigo Road between 10 p.m. and 
12 a.m. on Aug. 28 and 29.

Though student housing 
contracts for fall quarter were 
brief ly offered by the university, 
on Aug. 28, Yang reversed this 
decision and only allowed students 
with special circumstances to live 
in campus housing. 

Fall Quarter 2020: Parties 
and Punishment

Fall quarter instruction began 
Oct. 1, and Isla Vista had 239 total 
cases. 

By early October, it was clear 
that houselessness was increasing 
in Isla Vista as a result of the 
pandemic. In January 2020, there 
were 69 houseless residents in 
town. By June, there were 113. 
Late September, I.V. CSD Board 
President Spencer Brandt said 
the increase of houselessness was 
resulting in a new group of long-
term houseless residents. 

As a result of canceled housing 
for fall quarter, resident assistants 
(RAs) faced unemployment and 
housing insecurity. In response, 
RAs formed a coalition in early 
September to demand the benefits 
lost as a result of their severed 
work contracts. 

Oct. 9, more than six months 
into the pandemic, Isla Vista 
received its first COVID-19 testing 
site at the I.V. Theater. The site 
would later become a permanent 
testing location in Isla Vista. A 
week later, on Oct. 16, UCSB sent 
an emergency notification after 
finding two clusters with a total 
of 13 COVID-19 cases in privately 
owned Greek housing. 

To prevent the rise of partying 
and other large gatherings both 
in I.V. and across the county, the 
Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors passed an ordinance 

on Oct. 20 allowing peace officers 
and public health officials to 
enforce public health orders with 
fines. At this time, Isla Vista had 
35 active cases — the highest in the 
county. Van Do-Reynoso, director 
of the Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department (SBCPHD), 
said that the SBCPHD was 
monitoring COVID-19 outbreaks 
at five different Greek housing 
sites in I.V. on Oct. 23. 

Oct. 26, UCSB began offering 
free weekly testing on campus to 
all students following the dramatic 
increase in cases. 

By the end of October, Isla Vista 
had almost 400 total cases. 

On Nov. 16, Santa Barbara 
County joined a majority of other 
counties in the state by moving 
back into the purple tier, the most 
restrictive tier under Newsom’s 
reopening guidelines. Despite the 
rise in tiers, UCSB offered limited 
on-campus housing and a slight 
increase of in-person classes a 
day after moving into the purple 
tier. Newsom later announced 
that counties in the purple tier 
would have to adhere to a curfew, 
prohibiting nonessential behavior 
outside one’s home between the 
hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.

By December, I.V. CSD 
proposed, passed and placed 
20 temporary “pallet homes” 
that can collectively host up to 
40 houseless residents as the 
houselessness population in town 
continued to increase. Though 
houseless residents received one 
new housing option, they also had 
multiple taken away. Anisq’Oyo’ 
Park, Camino Corto Open Space, 
Sueño Orchard and Del Sol Vernal 
Pool Reserve were closed to 
houseless residents, leaving only 
one other park for encampments: 
People’s Park. 

Dec. 19 marked a turning point 
for the county: The first shipment 
of vaccines arrived. More good 
news followed on Jan. 11, 2021, 
when UC President Michael 
V. Drake announced that the 
UC system plans for in-person 
instruction come Fall Quarter 
2021. 

Winter Quarter 2021: 
Hope for Vaccines

January presented a clash 
between the start of a vaccination 
campaign and the winter surge in 
COVID-19 cases. 

The I.V. Theater became a 
permanent COVID-19 walk-up 

testing location on Jan. 8. The 
theater tried to incentivize testing 
by offering gift cards and coupons 
from local businesses, along with 
raff le prizes and Yerba Mates. 

One thousand undergraduate 
students moved into on-campus 
housing near the beginning of 
the quarter, while the county 
remained in the purple tier and 
was in the midst of a winter 
surge of COVID-19 cases. UCSB’s 
decision allowed a few RAs to 
return to campus. 

The weekend of Jan. 16, Isla 
Vista had 70 active cases — a 
record number — as the county 
had the highest COVID-19 spread 
out of all counties in California. 
At this time, the county was only 
vaccinating those in the Phase 1A 
category: healthcare workers and 
individuals over the age of 75. 

While most areas in the county 
were seeing a decrease in their 
cases by the end of January, the 
City of Santa Barbara stayed 
stagnant while Isla Vista cases 
continued to soar.

By Feb. 2, Isla Vista hit over 
1,000 total cases, 83 of which were 
active at the time. 

By Feb. 16, the county had begun 
vaccinating people 65 and older, 
and by Feb. 26, the county was 
vaccinating other demographics 
in the Phase 1B category: 
emergency services workers, food 
and agricultural workers and 
education and childcare workers. 
February also marked the first 
month the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine was available.

By the end of February, I.V. — 
along with the rest of the county 
— saw dramatic decrease in case 
rates, but the county still remained 
in the purple tier. 

On March 12, Do-Reynoso said 
the winter surge was officially 
over. Beginning March 15, country 
residents aged 16 to 64 with severe 
underlying conditions were added 
to the list of people eligible to 
receive the vaccine. 

March 16, Santa Barbara 
County moved back down into 
the red tier after staying in the 
purple tier since November. 

For the f irst time, some 
in-person campus services began 
to open for students. 

First came the March 23 
announcement that the university 
Recreation Center would be 
reopening in April, and the 
university library opened its doors 
again on March 29.

By April, people 50 and older 
were  eligible to get vaccinated, 
and beginning April 15, everyone 
16 and older joined them. 

Spring Quarter 2021: The 
Cautious Shift to a “New 
Normal”

Despite improvements in 
the county and Isla Vista’s case 
numbers, Deltopia weekend fast 
approached and with it came fears 
of a superspreader event. 

But large gatherings and positive 
COVID-19 clusters persisted. The 
UCSB women’s water polo season 
was cancelled in early April 
following a cluster of 10 positive 
cases.

Despite brief hiccups in case 
numbers, the county moved into 
the orange tier for the first time 
under Newsom’s tier system on 
April 20. Two days later, there was 
a cluster of three COVID-19 cases 
at an undisclosed sorority house. 

On April 22, the UC system 
announced, along with many 
other colleges and universities, 
that they will be requiring 
students to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 in order to access 
on-campus facilities this coming 
fall once the vaccine is fully 
approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. 

Following this announcement, 
UCSB gave their graduating 
students two pieces of news: 
Oprah Winfrey will be their 
commencement speaker, and they 
will have an in-person graduation 
walk. Later, the university 
announced that graduates can 
invite up to two people to the 
event. 

The county has thus far 
continued its downward trend of 
case metrics. On April 27, Ansorg 
said that the county’s case rate 
decreased by 41% over the course 
of the last two weeks. 

Soon, vaccination efforts 
targeted at students and Isla Vista 
residents began to increase. UCSB 
hosted its first mobile clinic and 
vaccination effort for students on 
May 6, and I.V. CSD is planning 
a mobile vaccination clinic in Isla 
Vista on May 22. 

One year and two months 
into the pandemic, the county 
and the university have begun 
easing restrictions and increasing 
in-person events. According to 
current plans, Spring Quarter 2021 
will be the last remote quarter of 
the pandemic.
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A TIMELINE OF COVID-19 IN ISLA VISTA

County residents 16 and older became eligible to receive a vaccine 
during Spring Quarter on April 15, 2021.
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After a year of closure due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, UC 
Santa Barbara’s campus is slowly  
coming back to life, with a few 
campus amenities now slowly 
reopening to students. The 
Recreation Center, University 
Library and Portola Dining 
Commons recently opened up this 
quarter and have offered a taste 
of on-campus life for students. 
For some, it’s a reminder of what 
campus used to be, while for 
freshman and transfer students, 
the buildings are a new experience 
altogether.

To aid with reopening, students 
are required to show a digital 
“green badge” to gain access to 
all on-campus facilities that are 
currently open, which indicates 
that the individual has had a 
negative COVID-19 test within 
the past week and has filled out 
COVID-19 Symptom Screening 
Surveys via the Student Health 
Patient Portal. 

The University Library
The UCSB Library was the first 

of the campus entities to reopen 
its doors to students on March 29, 
currently offering limited study 
space at 25% capacity. Students 
are required to make reservations 
up to two weeks in advance to 
book a seat. 

For first-year Spanish major 
Eliza Howard, the library provides 
a connection to UCSB she felt she 
largely missed out on during the 
2020-21 school year.

“Going to the library has not 
only allowed me to have kind of 
a quiet place to do work where 
I’m not just cramped in my house 
with all my roommates, it’s also 
just made me feel a lot more 
on-campus,” Howard said. “Being 
able to go on campus has allowed 

me to see new faces and feel 
more a part of the community just 
by walking around and getting 
myself acclimated to how life will 
hopefully be next year.”

Tables for study space in the 
library are spread out more than 
six feet from each other, and 
COVID-19 safety guidelines are 
in place, including a mask-and-
desk sanitation mandate. Howard 
noted that other library-goers 
adhered to the guidelines and said 
she felt safe in the environment.

Hannah Rael, the library’s 
communications & marketing 
manager, said that reopening 
is occurring in a four-phase 
process. Rael said Phase 3 began 
on May 17, with 261 open seats 
and 25% capacity. According to 
Rael, though the reopening plan 
required many approvals from 
university administration, there 
were only a few adjustments made 
by administrators to adhere to 
pandemic safety precautions. For 
instance, ventilation was not an 
issue because the air filtration 
system in the library is “the 
same level as what would be in a 
hospital.”

Rael said that along with being 
able to adapt to county guidelines, 
the four-phase opening model is 
f lexible to student feedback.

“When we started Phase 1, we 
were only allowing users to book 
up to 15 hours per week, and 
we got some feedback that some 
people wanted to be there longer,” 
Rael said. “So when we moved 
into Phase 2, that went up to 20 
hours per week.”

Other library offerings include 
access to print stations and private 
room reservations meant for job 
interviews or meetings, both of 
which are frequently requested by 
students.

By the end of Phase 4, the 
entire first and second f loor will 

be open, though still at limited 
capacity, while the rest of the 
building will remain closed. Rael 
said the goal is to open up the 
entire library by the summer, with 
the hopes that operations will be 
“near normal” by fall. 

“People coming into the library 
have been really good about 
following protocol … so far, only 
85 people, which is about 7% of 
the total people that have used 
this space, have had to have some 
sort of reminder or warning, such 
as needing to wear a mask or not 

being allowed to eat,” Rael said.
“I think people are really 

understanding of why we have 
some of the limitations that we do. 
And for the most part, people are 
being really positive that we were 
able to open at all before the end 
of the year,” she continued. “The 
library is so central to so many 
student memories and the general 
experience of being a Gaucho.”

The Recreation Center
The Recreation Center (Rec 

Cen) opened on April 12, but prior 
to its reopening, went through a 
rigorous process to gain approval, 
according to Jarrell Garcia, 
assistant director for operations 
at the Department of Recreation.

Because the Rec Cen usually 
accommodates physical activity 
in both indoor and outdoor 
settings, stringent health and 
safety standards were required 
and plans for reopening were 
constantly changing, Garcia said. 
Opening in spring quarter was 
the best plan because opening 
any earlier in the year would have 
likely resulted in an immediate 
shutdown.

“Things were literally being 
updated on a weekly basis. I’d 
put together a final plan and 

then people would tell me, ‘You 
just missed the press conference, 
all those things have changed,’” 
Garcia said. “But even if we 
were to open [earlier], we would 
have experienced what some 
of our colleagues at other UCs 
experienced, which was opening 
and then immediately getting shut 
down two days later, if not a 
couple weeks later.” 

Like the library, the Rec Cen 
is opening in a four-phase plan. 
Currently, the facility is in the 
first phase, with only outdoor 
amenities — including the outdoor 
fitness area, swimming pool and 
rock climbing wall — open for use. 
Individuals are required to wear 

face masks at all times and wipe 
down any equipment before and 
after use.

The Rec Cen also operates on a 
reservation-based system. During 
its opening week, it offered 
approximately 2,500 open slots 
per week and has now expanded 
to offer 4,400 slots per week. 
Garcia said that slots were fully 
booked during the first week.

According to Garcia, the most 
difficult challenge is not being 
able to offer the extra space that 
comes with indoor facilities, 
along with the number of safety 
protocols required, but he said 
most students have taken the shift 
in Rec Cen offerings in stride.

“We were prepared to receive 
a ton of complaints and issues 
and for everything possible to go 
wrong,” Garcia said. “But honestly 
… most people have just been 
happy that we’re open, and that 
makes me happy.”

Second-year biochemistry 
major Victoria Del Rosario said 
that she appreciated having 
the Rec Cen open, even under 
pandemic safety restrictions.

“It was definitely different 
having everything outside, but it’s 
still nice to have a place to get out 
of the house and work out,” Del 
Rosario said. “Obviously it’s not 
the same as last year, but I would 
say it still does make me feel very 
connected to campus.”

Del Rosario added that 
the center was very clean and 
organized, and in terms of safety 
protocols, the Rec Cen staff were 
“doing pretty much everything 
they can.”

Portola Dining Commons
The newest campus amenity 

to open is the Portola Dining 
Commons, which began offering 
in-person dining on April 26 for 
students living in the campus 
apartments. Students are required 

to wear a mask and display their 
green badge and sanitize their 
hands upon entry. They can then 
pick up a meal of choice and sit 
down with up to three people at 
one table.

Unlike the library and Rec Cen, 
which are open to all students, the 
dining commons are limited to 
students living in campus housing, 
primarily first and second years. 
First-year pre-political science 
major Illyana Cannon said she 
went to the dining hall the first 
day it opened and has eaten 
there nearly every day since, 
encountering and interacting with 
other students in the process.

“I actually see people on campus 
now and there’s interactions here 
and there. I’ve had people come 
up to me and I’ve made new 
friends,” she said. 

Cannon said she was slightly 
nervous to see “life change back 
to normal,” though she felt safe 
dining indoors with protocols in 
place and enjoyed meeting other 
students. 

First-year data science and 
statistics major Alex Roginski 
echoed Cannon’s feelings around 
indoor dining, as a student living 
in the university apartments who 
had been eating takeout from the 
dining hall since arriving at UCSB.

“It felt so foreign. I was like, 
“Wait, I just take this plate, and 
I eat it inside?” Roginski said. 
“The first few days, it felt very 
uncomfortable.”

Roginski  noted that he felt 
closer with his peers after being 
able to see both familiar and 
unfamiliar faces in the same 
dining area, but the dissonance 
in experiencing something so 
“normal” during a pandemic felt 
unfamiliar and strange.

“What was normal [pre-
pandemic] feels pretty weird now,” 
Roginski said.

Being able to go on campus 
has allowed me to see new 

faces and feel more a part of 
the community.

“
ELIZA HOWARD, FIRST-YEAR SPANISH MAJOR
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Few UCSB Campus Facilities Reopen in a Slow 
Return to Normalcy
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Re-opening is occuring in a four-phase process, with Phase 3 
beginning on May 17, according to Hannah Rael, the library’s 
communications & marketing manager.
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Currently, only the Rec Cen’s outdoor amenities — including the outdoor fitness area, 
swimming pool and rock climbing wall — are open for use.
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First-year pre-political science major Illyana Cannon said she felt safe dining indoors with protocols in place and enjoyed meeting other 
students. The dining commons are limited to students living in campus housing, primarily first and second years.
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By the end of Phase 4, the entire first and 
second floor will be open at limited capacity.
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From Woodstock’s Pizza 
to Bagel Café, Isla Vista food 
favorites faced declines in 
staff ing, f inancial losses and 
customer retention issues during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Though Santa Barbara County 
is in the orange tier of the 
state’s reopening plan and has 
administered  313,005 COVID-
19 vaccines, local restaurants 
have seen progression in their 
businesses between March 2020 
— the beginning of the pandemic 
— to the present. 

At Woodstock ’s Pizza, 
the initial declaration of the 
pandemic and the resulting 
quarantine required major 
changes to keep the business 
alive. 

“We had to shift gears a lot 
of times when things f irst hit 
in March,” Bryan Mathewson, 
general manager at the I.V. 
Woodstock’s, said. “We were all 
doing a lot of research, trying to 
f igure out what the best thing 
that we could do was.” 

“We got our whole staff wearing 
masks before it was off icially 
mandated [in the county],” he 
continued. “We were all taking 
notes and learning from what 
a lot of other businesses were 
doing.”

Because Woodstock’s Pizza 
focuses on food delivery, 
Mathewson believed that the 
business had an advantage 
during the pandemic. However, 
they said that Woodstock’s did 
lose signif icant dining room 
business and beer sales. Although 
they were originally unable to 
f ind a solution for the loss of 
on-site dining due to COVID-
19 regulations, Woodstock’s was 
able to make up for the loss of 
beer sales by creating a beer 
delivery service using mason 
jars. 

However, Mathewson said 
that the employee loss at the 
beginning of the pandemic 
created signif icant losses to the 
establishment, as well as to the 
restaurant’s sense of community. 

“I think across every 
Woodstock’s store, there was a 
kind of exodus, where we had 
a lot of people, either due to 
their parents or their personal 
feelings, no longer want to work 
in food service,” he said. “In I.V., 

there was a huge portion of the 
staff that left, probably about 
half or more.” 

Mathewson said that in the fall 
and winter months of COVID-
19, Woodstock’s was overstaffed 
every week in signif icant 
numbers to prepare for the 
possibility of staff members 
quarantining.

He added that Woodstock’s 
ensured that employees would 
stay home when feeling sick to 
prevent a possible COVID-19 
spread. In addition, the company 
strictly enforced emergency paid 
sick leave and required workers 
to have proof of 10 days without 
COVID-19 symptoms or a 
negative COVID-19 test in order 
to come back to work. 

“We didn’t want to be in a 
situation where workers had to 
choose between their money or 
employment,” Mathewson said. 
“We were very on top of getting 
people compensated for their 
time away from work.” 

Like Woodstock’s, Bagel Café 
has primarily focused on takeout 
orders even before COVID-19 
hit and wasn’t heavily impacted 
by the on-site dining closures, 
according to fourth-year global 
studies major Gigi Jackson, a 
server and barista at Bagel Café. 

“Everything’s already takeout 
at Bagel Café, so that wasn’t 
really a problem,” Jackson said. “I 
would say Bagel Café def initely 
suffered less in comparison to 
sit-down restaurants.”

Jackson said that Bagel Café 
implemented a one-party store 
capacity as a safety precaution, 
although the measure became 
diff icult to implement at times 
when parties picked up to-go 
orders while another party was 
ordering. 

“Sometimes it’s dif f icult 
because we call the orders out 
and put it on the counter, so a 
party might be ordering but then 
another party might be coming 
in to get the bagels, so there’s 
some overlap with that,” Jackson 
said. “But we def initely do our 
best to police that … And we’re 
not afraid to speak up and say, 
‘one party at a time.’”

At Naan Stop, like other 
food establishments, COVID-19 
safety precautions were enforced 
in response to the Santa 
Barbara County Public Health 
Department, according to an 
employee at the establishment. 

“I’ve been advised by the 
health department … to wear 
masks and [implement] social 
distancing,” an employee at 
Naan Stop said. Citing privacy 
concerns, the employee asked to 
remain anonymous. “So we took 
care of that.” 

UCSB, Santa Barbara City 
College and other neighboring 
schools closing also created a 
loss of some business for Naan 
Stop. 

Unlike other local businesses, 
the Isla Vista Food Co-op was 
initially met with a surge of 
sales last March, with swarms of 
customers panic buying after the 
announcement of the pandemic. 

“We were immediately 
inundated with panic-buying that 
happened basically across the 
grocery retail industry,” Allison 
Baymiller, marketing manager 
at the I.V. Food Co-op, said. 
“We had record amounts of food 
coming off of our shelves to the 
point that we were having a hard 
time keeping things stocked. It 
was immediate chaos.” 

Baymiller said the I.V. Food 
Co-op had to put sale limits on 
items such as beans, toilet paper 
and rice that were being bought 
in large quantities during the 
panic-buying season. 

Like other businesses, 
Baymiller said the Co-op saw 
a signif icant decline of staff 
members, with 10 staff members 
leaving. This was the result of 
many part-time workers, many of 
whom were university students, 
leaving I.V. 

Despite this loss, Baymiller 
said the I.V. Food Co-op ensured 
that their staff members felt 
supported f inancially during 
the pandemic, adding an 
additional $2 per hour COVID-
19 emergency hazard pay for all 
non-manager employees. 

“That means that our current 
starting wage with hazard pay 
is $15 an hour,” Baymiller said. 
“The goal is to not remove that 
$2 an hour and keep it at $15 
[from here on out].”

Baymiller said  that after 
tackling health and safety 
protocols the next step in 
enforcing COVID-19 regulations 
was limiting the number of 
customers allowed in the store 
at one time. The establishment 
received almost 60 to 70 
customers per hour before 
COVID-19 and now receives 

about 30 people per hour.
“With that small customer 

base, we have been focusing on 
ways to grow basket size per 
customer and what they spend, 
the value they got from the 
store,” Baymiller said. “That’s 
been a really big conversation 
that our interim general manager 
has been very much pushing.” 

Baymiller described the plan to 
enforce safety against COVID-
19 as “going above and beyond.” 
She said that a consistent supply 
of gloves for all staff members 
was readily available at all times 
and disposable masks were 
available for customers who 
entered the store without one. 
Another major strategy was 
requiring customers to sanitize 
their hands before shopping by 
placing hand sanitizer right at 
the door. 

“We would probably catch 85% 
of customers coming in and tell 
them, ‘make sure you sanitize 
your hands,’ and that seems to 
work out pretty well,” she said. 

Prior to the pandemic, the 
Co-op would set up a table on 
campus and participate in event 
sponsoring to communicate 
directly with students. Now, the 
effort has shifted to an online 
format through their Instagram 
and Facebook pages, their 
website and their newsletter. 

Baymiller emphasized that the 
bulk section of the I.V. Food 
Co-op, where customers could 
bring their own containers and 
self-serve desired items like 
spices and teas, has been hit the 
hardest by the pandemic. 

“It was a huge, huge part 
of the store and part of our 
identity,” she said. “It’s a great, 
great option for inexpensive 
grocery shopping and for zero-
waste grocery shopping, all of 
which aligned with our own 
values.” 

However, Baymiller noted the 
silver lining of the pandemic 
as the lessons I.V. Food Co-op 
learned amidst COVID-19.

“We learned that the 
community is still here for us, 
which is amazing,” Baymiller 
said. “We learned how resilient 
we could be and how many 
our staff is. The amount of 
commitment and care that came 
from everyone, all working 
together to make sure the store 
kept running — there’s no amount 
of gratitude that can repay that.” 
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Local Businesses in Isla Vista Speak on the 
Effects of COVID-19

At Naan Stop, like other food establishments, COVID-19 safety 
precautions were enforced in response to the Santa Barbara 
County Public Health Department, according to an employee at the 
establishment.
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 At Woodstock’s Pizza, the initial declaration of the pandemic 
and the resulting quarantine required major changes to keep the 
business alive.
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The university community joins together to give praise and thanks to those graduates who have demonstrated excellence 
during their years here.

The Thomas More Storke Award for Excellence,
symbolized by a bronze medal forged by Francis Minturn Sedgwick, is given to the graduating senior who has demonstrated outstanding 

scholarship and extraordinary service to the university, its students, and the community. This year this distinction is awarded to:

Ebelechukwu Veronica Eseka

The Jeremy D. Friedman Memorial Award 
is presented in grateful recognition of outstanding leadership, scholastic excellence, and innovative contribution to student and community life at the University of

California, Santa Barbara, in memory of Jeremy D. Friedman, undergraduate 1979-83. This year’s recipient is

Alyce Marita Whitted Memorial Award 
This award, established in 1993, is presented to one non-traditional graduating senior who has demonstrated endurance, persistence, and courage in the face of

extraordinary challenges while in pursuit of an academic degree. This year’s recipient is:

Yonie Harris Award for Civility in Public Discourse 
is presented to graduates who best exemplify the principles of free speech and respectful dialogue and who foster a campus climate of civility and open-mindedness. 

This year's recipients are:

Michael D. Young Engaged Scholar Award
This award recognized the legacy of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Emeritus, Michael D. Young, particularly his commitment to empowering students 
toward principled leadership. It is awarded to students who have skillfully integrated their scholarly knowledge and/or values into action. This year’s recipient is:

University Service Award
The following seniors and graduate students have been selected as recipients of this year’s University Service Award, given in recognition of unselfish and dedicated

service to the University, its students, and the community.

University Award of Distinction
The following seniors and graduate students have been selected as recipients of this year’s University Award of Distinction, given to students who have contributed

greatly to the quality of life by giving unselfish service to others within a particular area.

Vice Chancellor’s Award for Scholarship, Leadership, and Citizenship
This award is presented annually to one or more graduating seniors and graduate students who embrace the principles of scholarship, leadership, and citizenship —

through activities that enhance UCSB’s academic environment, contributions to a consequential project, or extraordinary service to the campus community.

Mortar Board Award
The Mortar Board Award is given each year in recognition of the graduating senior having the highest cumulative grade point average in the graduating class, 

combined with the fewest number of transfer units. This year’s recipient is to be announced at the ceremony.
Award winners, their families, & interested faculty & staff are invited to attend the Virtual University Awards Ceremony 

on Sunday, June 6, 2021 at 3:00pm.

Zenaida Alcantar
Michaela Allen

Pamela Yafte Cardenas
Julia Rose Chin

Cheryl Nicole Chui
Natalia Diaz Amabilis

Jeremy A. Edwards
Juanita Uchechi Iheanacho

Isabella Liu
Arzoo Manandhar

Dominique Mihaljevic
Kiyomi Morrison

Carolina Ramirez Moreno

Gabriel Reyes
Liseth Santos-Solano
Jocelyn Nicole Tapia

Madison Tilner

Tania R. Torres
Lea Mojan Toubian

Francis Vergara
Erfan Zeyaei Kajbaf

Dawit Aboye
Paul Alessio

Marcela Areyano
April Beath
Ulises Bucio

Balfred Carrillo Martinez

Kathryn Denise Casantusan
Benjamin Chocron
George D Degen
Shriya Deshpande

Andrew Fealy
Ector Flores-Garcia

Rachel Hildebrand
Luis Angel Larios

Joel Medina
Madeline Peng Miller

Kai Morquecho
Allyson Randall

Caroline E. Reilly
Alia Sky Reynolds

Dillon Ruddell
Mia Jaclyn Salas

Alyssa Nicole Tanig Sanjongco
Abel Semma

Norman Justin Sween
Chinmay Manish Vaidya
Anastasia Carolyn Veal

Mary Warmbier
Andrew Yan

Wendy Zanker

Adalis Yamilet Rojas

Amanda J May

Tianna White Essence M Wynter&

Eric Xavier Palacios

Aryn Amezcua
Amiya Dutta

Jorge Jimenez Mejia
Emma Mesches

Brian Woobin Mo
Cassidy E. Schells

Storke Committee Honorable Mention
Michaela Allen Carolina Ramirez Moreno&
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SPORTSCongratulations to Chris Paul 
for leading the Suns to the 2nd 
seed and a first-round date with 
the defending champion Lakers. 
Man, he’s never getting that ring.

Armchair QB

Congratulations to all UCSB athletes who 
played through a tumultuous year. It’s been a 

privilege to watch you play again.

UCSB Athletics

UCSB Wins First-Ever Big West Championship Title
Preston Espar
Sports Editor

Even with a disappointing 3-0 defeat to Hawai’i in the 
NCAA Tournament semifinals that saw their incredible 
run come to an end, the UC Santa Barbara men’s volleyball 
team had a year to remember, as they had one of the most 
successful seasons in program history as winners of the Big 
West Championship for the first time in school history. 

 The Gauchos finished the regular season holding the No. 
2 seed in the Big West rankings with a 13-4 record, while 
only losing three conference games the entire season. UCSB 
continued their success into the postseason, defeating Long 
Beach State and UC San Diego en route to the Big West 
Championship. The Gauchos had one more victory in the 
tank as they defeated Pepperdine 3-1 in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament before falling to their conference rival 
and eventual NCAA champion Hawai’i.  

 Throughout the year, UCSB was led by senior Randy 
DeWeese. With his average of 4.04 kills per set and .73 blocks 
per match in the season, DeWeese was awarded a spot on 
the Big West All-Conference First Team alongside UCSB 
teammates Roy McFarland, Casey McGarry and Keenan 
Sanders. UCSB and Hawai’i were the only programs with 
four players named to the All-Conference First Team. Junior 
Ryan Wilcox was named as an honorable mention. The 
Gaucho’s star-studded lineup had a big impact on the team 
and contributed to their success throughout the season. 

 The Gauchos began their unforgettable season undefeated 
as they started out 4-0 with two wins against UC San Diego 
and UC Irvine each. UCSB played strong in all four victories, 
as they only lost two sets over the course of their winning 
streak. However, UCSB’s solid play came to a stunning halt as 
they went on a three-game losing streak to bring their record 
down to a modest 4-3. All three defeats were against the team 
that would eventually end their season for good, Hawai’i. 

 In these three defeats, the Gauchos were only able to 

win one set, as they were swept 3-0 in two of their matches. 
Although Hawai’i showed why they were the best team in 
the country, UCSB kept the games closer than the final score 
suggests. 

In all three matches, most of the sets were decided by 5 
points or less. In fact, the biggest win was a 9-point victory for 
UCSB in the first set of the three-game series. Unfortunately 
for the Gauchos, this was not a trend as they lost every set 
after that. After the series, UCSB was able to put these defeats 
behind them to go on another winning streak. 

 After splitting a two-game series with Long Beach State, 
the Gauchos closed out the regular season with eight straight 
wins, all against Big West opponents. Out of  eight matches, 
only one went the five-set distance. During the winning 
streak, UCSB swept a two-game series against Cal State 
Northridge and 2 three-game series against UCSD and UCI. 
With the Big West Tournament around the corner, UCSB 
was playing their best ball. 

 In the first round of the conference tournament, the 
Gauchos defeated Long Beach State handily by a score of 
3-1. The championship game was a surprise matchup, as 
they went up against UCSD. The Tritons had just secured a 
major upset by beating Hawai’i, the top team in the country, 
the night before. Playing against a more inferior opponent 
than expected, the Gauchos were able to win the Big West 
Championship by defeating UCSD 3-1. UCSB was able to 
clinch a berth in the NCAA Tournament with the victory. 

 In their final victory of the season, the Gauchos were 
able to defeat the only non-conference opponent they faced 
in Pepperdine. The match was very close, as each set was 
decided by 3 points or less. However, the Gauchos were 
able to leave the court victorious, as they won the final set. 
In their final game, Hawai’i swept UCSB, and the Gauchos 
were sent home. Although UCSB ended the season with 
disappointment, the 2021 season was one that will not be 
forgotten, and it is a leap forward that the program can build 
upon in the future. 

Gauchos Take One Out of Three vs. No. 23 UCLA
Garrett Harcourt
Staff Writer

The UCSB men’s baseball team dropped this 
weekend’s series against No. 23 UCLA, picking up 
just one out of three games. While the Gauchos 
retain a solid overall record at 31-18, their conference 
record fell to 18-11. UCLA, which came in with 
nearly 10 less conference games, improved its Big 
West record to 14-10 and its overall record to 28-16. 

Over the course of the three games, Santa Barbara 
found itself struggling to maintain offensive leads 
despite some standout defensive performances on 
the mound. 

Game One Breakdown: Victory
The Gauchos gave a masterful performance on 

Friday, stomping out No. 23 UCLA Bruins with a 
10-4 win. In the top of the third inning, the Gauchos 
got the first runs on the board, putting up a 3 spot. 
The scoring continued into the top of the fourth 
inning, as the Gauchos got the score up to 7-0 by a 
combination of RBI singles and an RBI double. 

The Bruins finally got to the Santa Barbara starter, 
sophomore Michael McGreevy, in the bottom of 
the fifth inning via a solo home run. The Gauchos 
responded by adding 2 more runs in the top of the 
sixth, advancing the score to a 9-1 advantage. 

The Bruins added one in the bottom of the eighth 
and once again, the Gauchos responded with a solo 
shot by junior Jason Willow in the ninth inning. 
Despite the Bruins adding 2 late runs, the Gauchos 
secured the kickoff game of the weekend series. 

Game 1 by the Numbers:
Dominate performance by the ace…
Right-handed pitcher Michael McGreevy has 

been critical to the Gauchos’ success this year, 
putting up consistently spectacular performances on 
the mound this season. This game was no different, 
as he threw 6.1 innings giving up only 1 run and 
while striking out 12 batters.

Get out to a big lead…
The Gauchos got in front early, scoring runs 

consecutively in the second, third and fourth innings, 
eventually piling the score up to 7-0 heading into the 
fifth inning. 

Three through five batters produce…
It was the middle of the UCSB’s lineup that did 

the heavy offensive work this game. Freshman Zach 
Rodriguez, sophomore Christian Kirtley and junior 
Jason Willow had a combined 6 hits and 7 RBIs on 
the day. Rodriguez sports an impressive .378 overall 
batting average on the season. In conference play, he 
holds an equally notable .363.

Game 2 Breakdown: Loss
The Gauchos took their first loss of the series, 

falling behind the Bruins 2-5. Starting off the game 
with a bang, redshirt sophomore Broc Mortensen 
got the Gauchos on the board via a solo home 
run in the bottom of the first inning. Freshman 
infielder Kyle Karros, son of MLB great Eric Karros, 
responded for the Bruins with a solo home run in 
the top of the second inning. 

The game remained quiet until the top of the 
seventh inning. The Bruins took the lead 3-1 as they 

strung together a couple of key hits in the inning. 
Sophomore Kyle Johnson hit another solo shot 
for the Gauchos in the bottom half of the inning, 
making it a 3-2 ballgame in favor of the Bruins. 

Freshman Carter Benbrook, who is a typically 
reliable hand in the pen, gave up 2 ninth inning 
runs to the Bruins as they strung together hits in 
the inning. 

The Gauchos couldn’t get to Bruin’s freshman 
reliever Max Rajcic, leading to the 2-5 loss in the 
hands of the Bruins. 

Game 2 by the Numbers:
Trouble with the bullpen…
The Bruins managed to break down UCSB’s 

bullpen, which had been a key factor in the major 
win just a day earlier. The two teams were neck-in-
neck throughout the game, keeping mostly within 1 
run of each other. 

Despite UCLA seeing three pitching changes in 
the seventh, they took 3 runs against the Gauchos 
bullpen, while the Gauchos were only able to get 1 
run against the Bruins bullpen. 

Unlucky loss…
Sophomore lefty pitcher Rodney Boone picked up 

his fourth loss on the season, finding his impressive 
defensive performance unsupported on the offensive 
end. He tossed six innings giving up a mere 3 hits, 
2 runs and 3 walks, all while striking out six batters.

Game 3 breakdown: Loss 
An 11-3 loss at the series finale sealed Santa 

Barbara’s fate as the Gauchos found themselves 
unable to recover from an 8-run deficit. It was 

lucky No. 7 for the Bruins on Sunday when redshirt 
senior Kyle Cuellar’s grand slam and his freshman 
teammate JonJon Vaughns’ 3-run homer drove in 7 
runs in the seventh inning. Leading up to the break, 
UCSB trailed their opponent 3-4, keeping a steady 
momentum throughout the first five innings.  

Rodriguez led Sunday’s offensive charge going 
2-for-4 with an RBI. 

Yet still, it was the home runs that carried both the 
Gauchos and the Bruins through the day. Redshirt 
sophomore JT Schwartz matched Rodriguez with 
a rocket into right center. The Bruins rode the 
momentum, tallying with 3 more runs in the 
following inning.  

Game 3 by the Numbers: 
A surprise homer by Kyle Johnson…
Johnson capitalized on his time at the plate, 

beginning the fourth with a lead-off home run. The 
homer pulled the Gauchos within arm’s reach of the 
Bruins, who had held the lead for the previous three 
innings. 

Bullpen Troubles…
Freshman pitcher Cory Lewis (4-4) allowed 5 

walks in the seventh inning alone. The walks came 
before and after Cuellar’s grand slam, pinning the 
nail in the coffin for the Gauchos. 

What’s on the line?
The UCSB baseball team will now look to turn a 

page as Big West Conference play begins to wind 
down. The Gauchos will travel to face UC Irvine 
this upcoming weekend, marking their second-to-
last series before closing with UC Riverside. 
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Tennis Programs Reach New Heights in 2021 Season
Tiberius Hernandez
Staff Writer

For UC Santa Barbara’s tennis program, this unique year of 
competition mirrored the unique nature of professional game 
over the course of the pandemic — and yet, both our women’s 
and men’s teams pulled through exceptional seasons. 

Although both teams got off to less-than-ideal starts, both 
ended the regular season with Big West titles as well as berths 
in the NCAA Division I championship, along with several 
players from both teams earning individual accolades.

The women’s team started strong with their season opener 
win against UC Davis, but then slipped into a three-game 
losing streak and had a rare suspension in play in their match 
against USC. 

Things quickly turned around, however, as the Gauchos 
notched a strong 5-2 win against Colorado on March 26 and 
never looked back, proceeding to win their next 11 matches for 
a total win streak of 12 matches — a number that hasn’t been 
paralleled since 1996.

In the midst of this historic season, the team also produced 
some incredible individual performances that received 
conference recognition. Sophomore Shakhnoza Khatamova was 
recognized on two different occasions as the Big West Women’s 
Tennis Athlete of the Week for her stellar performances in both 
the singles and doubles categories. 

Khatamova was also recognized as 2021 Big West Player of 
the Year at the end of the regular season, along with several 
other players who got conference recognition.

Elizaveta Volodko, a senior, was also recognized as a Big 
West Athlete of the Week for her outstanding match play in 
early April and was also placed on the all-conference f irst team.

Head Coach Simon Thibodeau also received the title of Big 
West Coach of the Year for leading the team through this great 
season. 

After a solid performance in the early rounds of the Big 
West Conference Tournament, the Gauchos pulled off a 
comprehensive 4-0 rout of Cal Poly in the f inal to take the Big 
West title, punching their ticket to the NCAA tournament. 

Their f irst round matchup was a West Coast showdown 
against Stanford, which proved to be a solid but tough match 

for the Gauchos, with the Cardinal sweeping UCSB 4-0. 
Although it was a diff icult loss, the tournament capped off 

an otherwise historic year for UCSB women’s tennis that was 
hopefully just a preview of what’s to come.

On the men’s side, the Gauchos started off the regular 
season with tough losses in three of their f irst four matches, 
but they quickly turned their season around with a series of 
hot streaks to end the regular season with a record of 10-6, an 
impressive showing that secured the No. 3 seed in the Big West 
tournament. 

The regular season had its own diff iculties for the squad, 
as the Gauchos had to play f ive matches with a depleted 
roster after losing four players temporarily due to COVID-19 
protocols, but the remaining team managed to win four of these 
matches, just barely losing out to Cal Poly 4-3.

The Gauchos were also recognized for individual excellence, 
with junior Victor Krustev  receiving  Big West Men’s Tennis 
Athlete of the Week on two different weeks after outstanding 
play against powerhouses UCLA, UC Irvine and UC San Diego. 

At the end of the season, several Gauchos were recognized 
by the conference, with senior Joseph Guillin being named 
Big West Player of the Year and Head Coach Marty Davis 
selected as Coach of the Year, along with a plethora of other 
nominations from the team.

In the Big West Tournament at the end of the regular season, 
the Gauchos put up strong wins in the early matches and then 
pulled off a close 4-3 win against the top-seeded Cal Poly in 
order to secure the men’s team’s sixth straight Big West title 
as well as secure a spot in the NCAA tournament. Although 
the f irst round matchup against nationally ranked Pepperdine 
ended in a 4-1 loss for the Gauchos, the team still had an 
incredible season with a roster that is eager to achieve in the 
future years.

With the 2020-21 season in the books, the Gauchos of UCSB 
tennis are entering the offseason as defending champions of the 
Big West and favorites to continue dominating the conference 
overall. 

After such a strong showing in a year full of adversity, the 
Gauchos have shown their strength and resilience in a way that 
separates them from the rest of the pack, likely indicating that 
the sky’s the limit for both women’s and men’s tennis.

2021 NBA Award Predictions
Garret Harcourt
Sports Editor  

With the NBA regular season coming to a close, there 
are clear frontrunners for the NBA’s most prestigious 
awards and some that are still in close contention.

Coach of the Year (COTY)
Some of the names to consider in the race for this 

honor include Suns Head Coach Monty Williams, Jazz 
Head Coach Quin Snyder and Knicks Head Coach Tom 
Thibodeau. 

Snyder’s case for COTY is the tremendous progress the 
Utah Jazz have shown over the course of the season. They 
have made a leap from playoff pretenders to championship 
contenders, and they currently hold the No. 1 seed in the 
West. 

Williams’ case for COTY f its into the same billing as 
Snyder, the difference being that he made the Phoenix Suns 
jump from playoff hopefuls to championship contenders. 

My pick for Coach of the Year is none other than 
Thibodeau. He has turned around the New York Knicks 
franchise in a single offseason, going from the lottery team 
to clinching a playoff berth. 

Most Improved Player
The standout few in the running for most improved 

player this season include Julius Randle, Jerami Grant and 
Michael Porter Jr. 

Grant has made a huge leap from a mere 12 points per 
game to 22.3 points per game on his new team, the Detroit 
Pistons. He has a lot working against him for his award 
chances, as the Pistons are one of the NBA’s worst teams 
and he has missed signif icant time due to injury. 

Porter Jr. has made leaps in every major category — 
blocks, steals, assists, rebounds — and has been averaging 
10 more points per game for the Denver Nuggets. The 
case against him is he is still not reliable on the defensive 
end and he plays behind an MVP hopeful, Nikola Jokíc. 

My pick for Most Improved Player is Randle. He has 
been the leader on the new-look New York Knicks and 
is on track to be the f irst Knick to average 20 points, 10 
rebounds and 5 assists for a season. 

Rookie of the Year (ROY)
The race for the ROY comes down to three rookies who 

are above the rest of the pack: Tyrese Haliburton, LaMelo 
Ball and Anthony Edwards. 

Tyrese Haliburton wasn’t a top-three pick like Edwards 
and Ball but has played exceptionally well. Producing 13 
points per game and 5.3 assists per game for Sacramento 
Kings, Haliburton is the best rookie distributor. 

Edwards of the Minnesota Timberwolves  has been 
extremely impressive, living up to the billing of the No. 
1 pick. He is leading the rookie class in scoring and is 
second in rebounds and third in assists.

My pick for the ROY is none other than the youngest 
Ball brother, LaMelo. Despite missing a good chunk of 
the season with the Charlotte Hornets, Ball still ranks 
top f ive in assists, rebounds and points for rookies, 
including turning around the lottery Hornets into playoff 
contenders. 

Most Valuable Player (MVP)
There are many in the running for this year’s MVP race, 

but I feel the most deserving are Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
Joel Embiid and Nikola Jokíc. 

Antetokounmpo lost steam as an MVP favorite due to 
injuries this season and disappointing playoff performances 
of the past. 

With that in mind, he should still be considered top 
three with the Milwaukee Bucks pushing for the No. 2 
seed and a stat line of 28.4 points per game, 11 rebounds 
per game and 1.2 blocks per game.

Joel Embiid would be the MVP favorite if he has not 
dealt with the nagging injuries that have kept occurring 
throughout his career. He still has a great case though, as 
the Philadelphia 76ers are the No. 1 seed and he has a stat 
line of 28.5 points per game, 10.6 rebounds per game and 
2.8 assists per game. 

My pick for MVP is Jokíc, otherwise known as “the 
Joker.” A true point center, Jokíc� is averaging 26.4 points 
per game, 10.9 rebounds per game and 8.4 assists per 
game. Not to mention he has led the Denver Nuggets to 
a No. 3 seed in the loaded West without his co-star point 
guard, Jamal Murray. 

Annika Pearson and Brandon Victor 
Sports Editors 

What a year.
In March, we saw the sports world come to a 

screeching halt when the Utah Jazz’s Rudy Gobert 
tested positive for COVID-19. Around the same 
time, college basketball got its own shock when 
the Big West Basketball Tournament was cancelled 
— an anticlimactic end to incredible seasons for the 
UC Santa Barbara men’s and women’s teams.

No UCSB sports team would play another game 
for seven months.

It’s been a tumultuous year for UCSB athletics, 
and, as student journalists who primarily cover 
UCSB sports, it’s been a tumultuous year for us at 
the Daily Nexus sports section.

But UCSB sports have come back stronger 
than ever. In one of the f inest seasons in program 
history, the men’s basketball team won the Big 

West regular season and championship titles and 
came within minutes of pulling off an upset in 
the f irst round 2021 NCAA tournament against 
Creighton University. It was UCSB’s f irst time 
qualifying for the tournament since 2011.

Similarly, the men’s volleyball program made a 
run to the semif inals of the NCAA tournament, 
the women’s tennis team put together their longest 
win streak in 25 years and the track and f ield team 
set four school records.

One of the most beautiful aspects of sports is the 
comeback, when teams and individuals show their 
grit, determination and composure in the face 
of adversity. Much as the UCSB programs have 
put together incredible seasons while adhering 
to CDC guidelines and keeping student-athletes 
safe, we at Daily Nexus Sports have performed a 
comeback of our own.

With many of our writers graduating last spring 
and no collegiate sports to write about, our section 

felt isolated, and its future seemed bleak.
Throughout fall quarter, we focused our efforts 

on recruiting new writers, many of whom were 
f irst-year students eager to apply their love for 
sports to journalism. We capitalized on their 
knowledge and enthusiasm to brainstorm creative 
ways to report about the new and seemingly 
unfamiliar world of sports. 

Our writers produced stories about the NBA 
bubble and its applicability to UCSB athletics, 
stories predicting professional tennis matchups 
and weighing in on the future of professional 
soccer, stories ref lecting on the legacy of Colin 
Kaepernick and athlete activism, and so many 
more. 

As UCSB athletics began to slowly open up 
in the winter, beginning with the basketball 
programs, we turned our attention back home and 
got our writers accustomed to beat writing. Here, 
they kept up on the progress and statistics of our 

teams over the course of the season.  Come spring 
quarter, they were producing consistent coverage 
of four different UCSB sports. 

For all of this, we want to thank each and 
every one of our writers this year, including but 
not limited to: Preston Espar, Garret Harcourt, 
Jacob Davis, Tiberius Hernandez, Oliver Bley, 
Ella Wiemann, Jai Uparkar, Vir Pathak and 
Krishan Yadav for their hard work, f lexibility and 
dedication to the section.

This will be the last article we write for the 
Daily Nexus sports section. It’s been an amazing 
four years, and we cannot wait to see the incredible 
achievements of the section’s next editors: Garret 
Harcourt and Preston Espar. We leave the section 
knowing that it could not be in better or more 
capable hands.

Here’s to many more years of UCSB athletics 
and many more years of Daily Nexus sports 
coverage.

Looking Back: Sports in the Year of COVID-19
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NEXUSTENTIALISM
It’s Satire, Stupid.

DAILY NEXUS ART & COMICS

Emma Demorest
Nexustentialism Editor

With campus set to reopen this fall, Nexustentialism is 
priming incoming freshman    — as well as incoming sophomores 
(who science tells us are just more freshmen, really) — for the 
luxuries they can look forward to during an on-campus school 
year. One of these luxuries, as if returning students need to 
be told, is the Ortega Dining Commons. Known for both its 
unbeatable ambiance and five-star dishes, Ortega is more than 
a cafeteria — it is a place of community, of luxury and, in the 
spring/summer, a sought-after wedding venue. Of all the dishes 
new students should be on the lookout for when reveling in the 
Ortega experience, here are Nexustentialism’s all-time faves. 

Meat Cube
A timeless classic, Meat Cube™ just can’t be beat. This dish 

will have you thinking, “What type of meat is this? And why 
can’t I pin down the f lavor?” The answer to both? We’re legally 
not allowed to disclose that information! Meat cube runs S-XL, 
so you can curb your appetite with a cube no matter how 
hungry you are. 

Bowl of Water
This crowd pleaser is an innovative take on the classic 

gazpacho. Ortega chefs insist that this dish was in fact heavily 
requested by students and not created due to a tight budget.

Raw Fried Chicken 
A beautiful little paradox. 

Liquid Tostada 
The perfect lunch for the girl on the go! No need to waste 

energy moving those chompers when you can just slurp your 
meal down. Not only is the liquid tostada renowned for its 
convenience, but some say the consistency of the dish actually 
elicits a rich umami f lavor that can’t be found in your traditional 
tostada. 

Little Lettuce Piece
Get some greens with this popular go-to! The best thing 

about Little Lettuce Piece is that you never know which piece 
of the lettuce you’re going to get. Will it be the top layer with 
the bug holes? Or maybe the very bottom? Your fate lies in the 
hands of the great Ortega and the students your age that make 
the stuff in there. Though the thrill of the surprise is almost as 
good as the dish itself, there’s no beating the fresh taste of a limp 
lettuce piece paired with something we can’t legally call ranch. 

Shark Fins 
This one is not a joke. 

Emma Demorest is a huge foodie and hopes to pursue a career in 
culinary journalism.

Sam Franzini
Staff Writer

While normal students are excited 
for the in-person quarter ahead in Fall 
2021 to see their friends again and 
participate in sports or clubs, others 
are gearing up to participate in lectures 
solely to show classmates how smart 
they are.

The transition to online learning 
took a serious toll on the smart alecks, 
wise guys and teachers’ pets of UCSB, 
forcing them to consult professors 
during office hours or via email (where 
few, if any, students could hear the 
thought-provoking comments they 
were brilliant enough to think of ).

“It’s really infuriating,” Hazel 
Klink, a third-year student, told 
Nexustentialism. “Now, the only people 
I interact with who know how special 
I am are Mommy and my professors. I 
miss the feeling of my fellow students 
probably writing down every comment 
I make, wondering if they’re smart 
enough to even share a class with me.”

Thankfully, this year of minimal self-
indulgence and virtue signaling will 
soon be no more. In-person classes will 
mean that freaks like Klink can stop 
the professor in the middle of their 

sentence to ask the most meaningless 
question known to man in order to 
show that they’re critically analyzing 
the material. Second-year Joseph 
Newman reminisces on the time he 
challenged his Environmental Studies 
professor to host the midterm online 
instead of wasting hundreds of paper 
scantrons. “I bet everyone realized how 
environmentally conscious I am!” he 
somehow believes.

Once the woke-off resumes, tens of 
students will battle with each other 
every lecture to see who can rack up 
the longest speaking time other than 
the professor. And whether it be raising 
their hands to tell a random story 
about something tangentially related 
or to implicitly question the lecturer’s 
knowledge of the material, they’ll be in 
full force come September.

To the sickos waiting to close their 
laptops and re-enter the halls, a lecture 
is just a conversation between them 
and the professor, and nothing will stop 
their carnal desire to try and impress 
everyone in the room despite rarely 
succeeding.

Sam Franzini will sometimes miss the 
isolation of pre-recorded lectures, where the 
only person talking is the one who should be.

Campus Sickos 
Probably Can’t 

Wait To Hold Up 
In-Person Class with 

Useless Questions, 
Anecdotes

Five Meals Freshmen Can Look 
Forward to Eating at Ortega

Max Myszkowski
Nexustentialism Editor, Extraordinaire

It’s hard to put into words all of the experiences and opportunities the last year’s lack of in-person 
activities have taken from the students of UC Santa Barbara — not least of which is the unshakable and oft-
lamented camaraderie between students in the dining commons waiting in line together for a tasty little 
plate of meat.

“Sure, we’ve tried replicating situations like these in Zoom breakout rooms, but there’s really no way to 
precisely duplicate the bonding experience of slowly salivating with a stranger in anticipation of a 1-ounce 
plate of dubious, shredded mystery-meat,” said Student Meat Coordinator Sal Leyva.

Particularly morose over the loss of this meat-based bonding ritual was local student, Mia Tieter, who 
has since taken to preparing her own tiny plates of lagoon-foraged meat in a vain attempt to reclaim these 
missed bonding opportunities.

“I just throw whatever type of miscellaneous meat or meat-like substance I can find into a pan and cook 

it up until I’m transported back to my happy days at DLG,” Tieter told Nexustentialism. “But it’s just not 
the same!” she cried, eyes watering and voice cracking. “I finish cooking up the tiny little plate of subpar 
meat product, and —” she continued through a choked sob “— and then I’m left to salivate over it all alone!”

At this point, the Nexustentialism reporter on the scene reached into his pocket and graciously offered 
the distraught student both a tissue and a loose slice of deli meat to soothe her anguished spirit.

Vegetarian and vegan students — though obviously having suffered less traumatic a loss — have echoed 
the sentiments voiced by Tieter and others, mourning their lost bonding moments spent waiting in line for, 
like, an olive or something.

No steak is without its silverskin lining, however! Fortunately for those students wishing to return to the 
halcyon days of in-person, meat-sharing experiences, the university has announced it will be administering 
its unused surplus of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines directly to DLG’s carne asada in order to 
speed up campus inoculation efforts this fall.

Max Myszkowski knows exactly what kind of meat they’re using, but he’ ll never tell.

Student Misses Camaraderie of 
Waiting in Line for Little Plate of Meat

Max Myszkowski
Nexustentialism Editor, Extraordinaire
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Shereen Mohammadzadeh 
Reporter

An hour-long conversation 
over Zoom with Conner Cherland 
feels like minutes, but it’s enough 
to gather all the right things.

With his new LP, “Love Songs 
by Conner Cherland,” set to 
release in June, Cherland shared 
some backstory about the project 
and about his career as a singer-
songwriter.

The 29-year-old’s journey in 
music sprouted in Santa Barbara 
after he graduated from UC Santa 
Barbara in 2014, a quarter earlier 
than his friends with whom he 
had been living on Sueno Road 
for three years. Cherland’s newly 
earned environmental studies 
degree landed him a job in tech 
support on nearby Los Carneros 
Road.

Soon enough, he felt the 
dreaded constraints of the 9-to-
5 workday closing in on him. 
“Customer service for a tech 
problem is so boring because 
everyone thinks that their problem 
is unique, but you deal with the 
problem like 20, 40 times a day,” 
he explained. He turned to writing 
songs as a way to counteract the 
monotony, since playing Pokémon 
no longer satisfied that need. 

“My goal was to get so good at 
the job that I could play Pokémon 
while answering people’s questions. 
And I did get that good at that job. 
And yeah, so there’s all this brain 
space that you have, and you can 
either let your brain kinda die,” he 
laughed, “and just play Pokémon 
all day while doing your job, or 
you can try and problem-solve 
a song that you’re working on 
while you’re doing your job. That’s 
where my real focus was the entire 
time I was there, it was music.” 

Cherland also played the 
guitar, but described himself as 
still being very much stunted in 
his musicianship at that point. 
It’s curious what drew him to 
songwriting at all, especially since 
he was a volleyball jock for most 
of his life. Turns out, he and the 
desire to write songs have an even 
more enduring history together.

“[I was] raised on the Disney 
Channel, and if you’re raised on the 

Disney Channel, you just believe 
in your heart that you should be 
singing and dancing, along with 
every other child,” he said, almost 
dead serious. Then, laughing, he 
added that it was probably “some 
adolescent brainwashing.” But 
Disney only nurtured what was 
already there.  “I do think part of 
that is inherent. It seems like it’s 
one of my innate desires to really 
express myself through song … 
and secretly a little bit through 
dance, but we have yet to get 

there,” he added, tongue-in-cheek. 
Once it finally spawned in 2014, 

Cherland’s songwriting hobby 
grew into an itch. He set a deadline 
for himself: Write 40 songs in six 
months. “Ed Sheeran, I think, in 
an interview said he writes 40 
songs for every album that he puts 
out, so I thought I might as well 
do the same,” he said casually. “I 
think Bruce Springsteen, his thing 
is like 70.” 

Cherland explained that this 
“thing” he referred to is actually a 
kind of writing technique and one 
that is more often employed than 
broadcasted. The logic is simple: 
The odds of not having at least 
a few good songs out of many 
is extremely low. “So you’re just 
creating this giant mountain of 

bad songs to really lift up the good 
ones,” he put simply. 

“I think that’s why a lot of 
people don’t start songwriting — 
because they don’t want to feel 
stupid and they think they’re bad 
at it. And you’re going to feel 
stupid, and you are going to be 
bad at it, but I think everyone has 
some aptitude for creativity.” He 
sounded blunt, but he was not 
preaching. He was retrospectively 
describing what he himself went 
through. “If you can stomach the 

constant disappointment of a bad 
song, then I think anybody can 
write,” Cherland said.

With that being said, the three 
singles so far off of “Love Songs 
by Conner Cherland” are indeed 
true snapshots of its namesake. 
Although they are captured 
through a particularly cheerful 
lens, they include cameos of those 
more serious love themes that 
Cherland mentioned. In “This Is 
How I’ll Love You,” he narrates 
his expressions of love to his wife 
through practical, thoughtful acts, 
like preparing her coffee, sweeping 
the f loors clean and remembering 
that she likes to drink her 
bourbon neat. He knows this isn’t 
glamorous romance, but in a sense, 
this acceptance renders it more 

heartfelt. The track is a fun and 
heartwarming listen, but better 
yet, it’s relatable for the rest of us 
Joe Schmoes out there.

Cherland’s second single, 
“Gotta Have You,” is about the 
spice his wife adds to his life. It’s a 
cute track, but he doesn’t forget to 
include a minor dose of realism. At 
the song’s bridge, he sings to the 
Randy Newman-esque swing of 
his guitar, “Sometimes I worry just 
how I’ll screw this up / The mind’s 
an awful thing I’ve found / ‘Til I 

think about her smile as she says 
/ ‘Boy, just loosen up’ / ‘Maybe 
we can have a good life.’” From 
there, the lyrics pick up their giddy 
charm again and the song wraps 
up with an on-brand, Cherland-
style: lighthearted and sincere.

Of “Darlin,” the latest single 
released in April, Cherland 
commented with understated wit, 
“I used to be on time to everything. 
Then I got married.” This premise 
sounds simple enough, but given 
Cherland’s track record (no pun 
intended), the song nods to bigger 
themes, as explained, “Either I 
could get upset about that, or I 
could lean in and be like, ‘You 
know what? This is better than 
being alone, so I’m just gonna 
appreciate it.’” 

Translated more succinctly, 
he has learned to expect the 
unexpected as a relationship 
unfolds — in this case, a new habit 
of being late to everything. But to 
him, whether that’s good or bad 
is a question of perspective. “It’s 
better late by your side than not 
here at all,” he answered in the 
track’s verse. Right on.

With the successive release 
of these three singles over the 
past few months, it’s curious who 
the attractive young couple on 
their covers is. Friends? Strangers 
who capture the mood Cherland 
envisioned for the album cover? 
He delightedly revealed that it’s 
a photo of his parents, explaining 
that his mother was 20 years old 
in that photo, which blows his 
29-year-old mind. 

So the photo’s out-of-date 
look is authentic, but it could 
convincingly pass as a snapshot 
from any other day. Something 
about his dad’s mustache, his 
mom’s beachy waves and the 
overall charm rings true to Isla 
Vista culture. Cherland couldn’t 
help but agree with a smile: “Yeah, 
the fashion’s almost all the way 
back.” 

It’s an apt cover choice 
nonetheless. He explained that 
every track, either directly or by 
extension, is an homage to his 
parents. “All these love songs, 
they’re all kind of offshoots of what 
they first showed me when I was a 
kid.” He gave a brief, descriptive 
tour of the remaining foursongs to 
be released on the record this June. 
The last to-be-single, coming this 
May, will be a love song from the 
perspective of Cherland’s father, 
titled after Cherland’s mother. 
Another will be a tribute to his 
paternal grandfather, who he 
never has actually met; he passed 
when his father was 17 years old. 
But to Cherland, his grandpa is 
as relevant as any other person 
featured on the record. “A lot of 
my dad’s love and his ideals of the 
world come from the fact that he 
didn’t have a dad growing up. His 
entire outlook is like, ‘If my kids are 
alive and my wife is here, my day is 
good,’” Cherland said. Cherland’s 
respect for his father runs deep, 
and by that logic, he believes it also 
should for his father’s father. “[My 

grandpa’s] kind of what spurred 
that on. Or more so, his absence 
and his legacy spurred that on,” 
he said.

Cherland described that the last 
two tracks together seem to form 
a yin and yang. One, a stripped-
down recording of just his voice 
and his guitar, is described by 
Cherland to be an oddball with 
no real structure.  “It kind of has a 
chorus, but it’s kind of just a cute 
stream of consciousness song that 
I made,” he said.

Meanwhile, the other track 
features no guitar or drums at 
all, but a whole piano orchestra. 
It’s possibly designed to ref lect 
its subject, which is conceding 
conventionality in order for him 
and his wife to grow together. 
“She wants to take risks, and that 
was part of the reason why I 
wanted to marry her in the first 
place. Part of what’s conventional 
is safety, so letting go of some 
feelings of safety in order to pursue 
some feelings of adventure. Which 
is, again, part of the reason why 
I married her in the first place, 
but it is scary.” Sounds like an 
epic closing track, right? Actually, 
Cherland couldn’t say for sure. “I 
don’t know the track order yet,” 
he said with an easy-going shrug. 
That was surprising to hear at 
first, given how much forethought 
and care he seems to pour into 
each song. 

But then again, that might be 
exactly what gives Cherland’s 
craft the quality it has. As 
sophisticated of a musician as he 
is, he didn’t mind sharing that 
his dream touring mates would 
be Lars and Sigrit from the 
2020 movie “Eurovision Song 
Contest: The Story of Fire Saga,” 
or that he’s a pickleball coach 
on the side. In other words, 
the guy is full of fun surprises, 
a healthy dose of silliness and 
has no interest in contriving 
anything, no less the track order 
of his incoming LP. Not until it 
feels right. He’s keeping it real, 
and that’s why his music is so 
promising. 

That and, you know, his 
outstanding talent for singing.

Stay tuned for “Love Songs by 
Conner Cherland,” the full LP 
coming out this June.

A Conversation with Santa Barbara Musician Conner Cherland 

Record Recap: The Best and Worst of Music in the Pandemic (So Far)
Artsweek Staff

With quarantine seeming to 
come closer and closer to an 
end, now seems to be a time for 
ref lection on what has happened 
in one of the most chaotic years 
in recent memory.  Music found 
a larger role in people’s lives 
as they looked for anything 
to distract themselves from an 
increasingly distraught world.  
Whether it was laughing at 
woefully out-of-touch celebrity 
takes or trying to decipher the 
lyrics from one of rap’s most 
enigmatic artists, the music 
world seemed to have a little of 
everything for everyone.  While 
this year may be one everyone 
wants to forget, these are some 
of the moments that will be 
remembered.       

Getting Creative with Music 
Videos

When the coronavirus 
pandemic broke out, lockdowns 
and social distancing regulations 
were ushered in, bringing a halt 
to all gatherings, including the 
cast and crew needed to shoot 
music videos. Many artists, 
however, refused to let this stop 
their artistry, leading to a year 
f illed with creative ingenuity 
in the filming of music videos. 

High-budget professional crews 
and locations were ditched for 
casual at-home sets, allowing 
for glimpses of the lives of these 
musicians during quarantine 
and revealing a more laid-back 
version of many beloved stars. 

One of the earlier music 
v ideos released dur ing 
lockdown was Justin Bieber’s 
and Ariana Grande’s “Stuck 
with U,” a melodic pop song 
about the ups and downs of 
spending so much time with 
the person you love. Stitched 
together with recordings of 
Bieber and Grande — and their 
signif icant others — along with 
clips sent from fans showing 
their own quarantine activities, 
the music video fosters a sense 
of community during a daunting 
time while also raising funds for 
the First Responders Children’s 
Foundation. 

Another notable music video 
to come out of quarantine was 
Drake’s “Toosie Slide,” released 
in April  2020. The video follows 
the Canadian rapper dancing to 
the viral TikTok song as many 
others were in their own homes 
— although his $100 million 
mansion in Toronto was an 
unrelatable factor. 

Los Angeles-based indie rock 
artist Phoebe Bridgers released 
the music video for her song 
“Kyoto,” named after the major 

city in Japan, in April 2020. 
Bridgers intended to shoot the 
music video on location, but due 
to COVID-19 travel restrictions, 
the singer performed in front 
of a green screen that virtually 
transported her throughout 
Japan instead, ultimately 
producing a lo-f i video that 
adds to the vulnerability that 
Bridgers sings about on the 
record. 

These early quarantine music 
videos, as well the positive 
reception they received, 
demonstrate that large-scale 
productions aren’t always 
necessary in creative artistry 
and that “low-budget” videos 
can even add to the aesthetic 
value of a track. Hopefully, 
artists continue to branch out 
with alternative music video 
ideas in the future. 

— Marisol Cruz

The Unforgettable Cringe of 
“Imagine”

I know that we’re all trying 
to forget the cringey video of 
celebrities singing “Imagine” by 
John Lennon near the beginning 
of quarantine, but we can’t let 
that debacle go unaddressed. 
Not only was some of the singing 
questionably off-key, but the 
song choice and video were just 
terribly out of touch with the 

rest of society in general. There 
was something distastefully 
ironic about celebrities singing 
“Imagine no possessions” when 
that was quite literally the reality 
for millions of Americans who 
were becoming unemployed 
because of the pandemic. Many 
people started to resent these 
celebrities who partook in the 
social media challenge because 
the video seemed disingenuous; 
the celebrities were just singing 
and relaxing in their million-
dollar mansions while those 
who were heavily impacted by 
the pandemic could not have 
the same luxury. This tag-team 
cover was meant to unite and 
inspire others to come together, 
and the goal was indeed 
accomplished: People came 
together in order to share their 
mutual hatred of this video.

— Tam Le

The War Over Playboi Carti’s 
“Whole Lotta Red”

One of the wildest moments 
in rap over the pandemic was 
the ensuing chaos after Playboi 
Carti dropped his second studio 
album, “Whole Lotta Red,” on 
Christmas Day 2020. Fans had 
long awaited the album, being 
led on by false hints through 
tweets by the cryptic rapper, 
who rose to fame through 

intoxicatingly energetic hits 
like “Magnolia” and “Shoota.” 
However, Carti ’s gift of his 
album left listeners shocked 
with its rowdy mix of punk-rap. 

Among the album’s abrasive 
24 tracks, Carti interpolates 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s “Toccata 
and Fugue in D Minor” (“Vamp 
Anthem”), squeaks alongside 
Future through multiple verses 
(“Teen X”) and spends an entire 
track likening himself to a 
vampire (“King Vamp”). Day-long 
fights took Twitter and Reddit by 
storm, as hip-hop fans and Playboi 
Carti stans debated whether the 
album was a bumbling mess or an 
experimental innovation. Almost 
half a year later, no consensus has 
been reached, though the album 
has grown on a lot of diehard 
Carti fans. One thing’s for sure: 
The year 2020 ended with a bang 
of excitement amidst the gloom 
of the pandemic, with one of the 
most polarizing album releases of 
the past decade. 

— Jadon Bienz

Pop Finds a New Face 

While quarantine may have 
initially seemed like the kryptonite 
to upbeat pop music that usually 
dominates the airwaves during 
spring and summertime, pop 
found a way to persevere. There 
is no better example of this than 

Dua Lipa’s explosion onto the 
pop scene. Always a fairly well 
known artist, Dua Lipa’s anthemic 
“Future Nostalgia” propelled 
her to superstardom, especially 
with one of  the biggest songs 
of the year: her collaboration 
“Levitating” featuring DaBaby. 
The Weeknd’s massive year (and 
controversial Grammy snub) 
rode on a similar wave of ‘80s 
nostalgia. Filled with dramatic 
tales of excess and propelled 
by larger-than-life synthesizer 
work, his chart-topping album 
“After Hours” spawned a cultural 
phenomenon, with the single 
“Blinding Lights” becoming the 
first song ever to remain in the 
Top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100 
chart for an entire year.

While quarantine didn’t signal 
the death of pop music, quieter 
music seemed to find a greater 
audience. An artist with the 
inf luence as great as Taylor Swift 
dropping two pared-down albums 
with minimal production was not 
expected, but certainly ref lected 
the homebody mentality that 
quarantine entailed. Many indie 
artists found growing audiences 
over the past year, such as Phoebe 
Bridgers, who seemed to have her 
breakout year, being nominated 
for several Grammys and 
appearing on popular programs 
like “Saturday Night Live.” 

— Evan Gonzalez 

Conner Cherland performs on stage in the mountains above Santa Barbara. 
Courtesy of Connor Cherland
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ON THE MENU
On the Menu

Jill Ridens
Staff Writer

The weather is warming up, and our winter layers are coming off … spring has officially 
sprung! Spring means pastel colors and brunches with the girls with, of course, a cocktail in 
hand. Try this strawberry-vodka lemonade, a simple recipe that will add a pop of f lavor to 
your picnic or brunch table spread throughout spring and into summer!

Ingredients (makes 1 drink):
• 3 fresh strawberries, chopped
• 4-5 mint leaves 
• 2 ounces vodka (I use Tito’s Handmade Vodka)
• 3 ounces pink lemonade
• 5-10 blueberries
• Ice

Equipment:
• Shaker (if you have one)

Directions:
1. Take your chopped strawberries and mint leaves, and muddle them in the bottom 

of your cocktail shaker.
2. Pour vodka and lemonade over the strawberry-mint mixture. 
3. Add in a handful of blueberries for additional color.
4. Add ice and shake!
5. Grab a clean glass and add fresh ice.
6. Strain your mixture into the clean glass over the ice.
7. Garnish with fresh mint and enjoy! 

Cocktails ref lect the change in seasons. This spring, be on the lookout for lighter drinks 
with fresh herbs and seasonal fruits. 
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Spring Into Summer Strawberry-Vodka Lemonade

Michelle Lee 
On the Menu Asst. Editor

Fun fact: When I was a kid, I was terrified of 
blackberries. Their dark purple, almost black, color had 
me convinced that they were poisonous and I would 
physically pale whenever they were in my sight. It wasn’t 
until I accidentally ate a blackberry that was buried 
inside a slice of cake that I 1) conquered my fear of 
blackberries and 2) realized that blackberries slap.

While their plump, juicy texture and tart-yet-sweet 
f lavor profile make them satisfying treats on their own, 
blackberries are also a great fruit to bake with. I was 
feeling adventurous one Friday night, so I decided to 
take the blackberries I had in my fridge and whatever 
else I could find in my kitchen to make a blackberry-
mint crumble. The whole process took around an hour 
to make and I was blown away by how delicious it tasted 
despite the minimal effort. Here’s how I made it: 

Total Time: ~1 hr 
Yields 4-5 servings 

 Ingredients:
 Blackberry Base:

• 12 ounces blackberries
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice
• 2 tablespoons maple syrup 
• ¼ cup (50 grams) white sugar
• 1 tablespoon cornstarch (corn f lour)
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• 5-7 mint leaves, roughly chopped
• 1 tablespoon unsalted butter (melted)

 Crumble Mix:
• 1 cup all-purpose f lour 
• 4 tablespoons dark brown sugar
• 4 tablespoons (60 grams) white sugar
• 4.5 tablespoons cold unsalted butter 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon

Whipped Cream:
• ½ cup heavy cream
• 2 tablespoons powdered sugar
• ½ teaspoon vanilla extract
 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 340ºF. Grease the bottom of 

an 8x8 baking dish with butter or cooking spray 
and set aside.

2. Wash blackberries and pat dry to get rid of 
excess water. Transfer to a medium-sized bowl.

3. Add in lemon juice, maple syrup, white sugar, 
cornstarch, salt, mint and unsalted butter and 
mix until well combined. Set the bowl aside. 

4. Measure out 4 tablespoons of unsalted butter 
and dice into cubes. Make sure the butter is cold. 

5. In a food processor, combine the all-purpose f lour, 
dark brown sugar, white sugar, 4 tablespoons of 
cubed butter, cinnamon and vanilla extract. 
Pulse until all ingredients are incorporated and a 
sandy, crumbly mixture forms. 

6. Transfer blackberry base into the baking dish 
and top with the crumble mix, spreading evenly.

7. Cut remaining half tablespoon of butter into thin 
slivers and place slivers on top of crumble mix, 
spaced evenly. 

8. Bake the crumble for 30 minutes, or until the top 
is golden brown, bubbling and starting to ooze 
blackberry juice. Take out of the oven and let 
cool for at least 15 minutes.

9. Using a whisk or a hand mixer, beat together 
heavy cream, powdered sugar and vanilla until 
stiff peaks form. 

10. Scoop out a serving of crumble, top with whipped 
cream and garnish with a sprig of mint. Enjoy! 

 
If you’re not a fan of whipped cream or just too lazy 

to make it, feel free to leave it out or sub it with some 
vanilla ice cream! While the blackberries are really the 
star of this dish, the mint adds a nice freshness that 
makes for a light yet satisfying treat that tastes just like 
summer. 

Blackberry-Mint Crumble
MICHELLE LEE / DAILY NEXUS

Christine Tu
Staff Writer

Mantous are delicious, f luffy steamed buns that 
are a staple in Chinese cuisine. These delightfully 
chewy and soft buns are a great alternative to 
rice or bread and are super easy to make. Only 
consisting of five ingredients and taking around an 
hour to make, this recipe is perfect for anything 
from a light afternoon snack to a full-f ledged meal. 
If you’re craving a f luffy treat, this is the food for 
you! 

Ingredients:
• 1 cup warm water 
• 1 ¼ teaspoons active dry yeast
• 4 cups f lour 
• 2 tablespoons sugar 
• ½ tablespoon oil

Directions:
1. Add sugar and yeast to water, stir, and 

let sit for 10 minutes. By the end, you 
should see foam at the top, showing 
that the yeast is activated. If not, your 
yeast could be dead, so you would 
need to get new yeast. 

2. Add f lour to a large bowl and slowly 
pour the yeast mixture in while 
stirring it with a spoon. Then, add 
oil and continue kneading to form a 
cohesive ball of dough.

3. Place dough onto a f loured surface 
and continue kneading until smooth, 

for around 5 minutes.
4. Put dough into a bowl and cover with 

a wet towel to rest for 5-10 minutes.
5. Place dough onto a f loured surface 

and roll it until it reaches a 1-inch 
thickness, and ideally into a 
rectangular shape.

6. Brush the surface of the dough with 
water, tightly roll the dough into a log 
shape and pinch the ends closed. 

7. Cut dough into 2-inch rounds, place 
the rounds on squares of parchment 
paper and let it rest for 20 minutes.

8. To cook, use a steamer basket and 
steam for about 10-15 minutes. 
Alternatively, fill a pot with 1-2 inches 
of water and use aluminum foil to 
prop a plate (that’s smaller than the 
pot) above the water. Place the rounds 
with the parchment paper side on the 
bottom onto the plate and cover the 
pot with a lid. After the water boils, 
turn the heat down to medium-low 
and continue steaming for 10 minutes. 

The best part about this recipe is that 
it can be customized in so many different 
ways. Consider adding brown sugar to the 
dough to form a sweeter version of the buns, 
or add rousong (pork f loss) in the middle of 
the finished bun to form a delicious, savory 
sandwich. Overall, this is a fun recipe to try 
if you have a free afternoon! 

Chinese Mantou Recipe
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Sean Crommelin
Science Editor 

As interest in climate science 
has exploded with the looming 
threat of climate change, scientists 
around the world have sought 
to better understand how 
precipitation patterns may change 
in the future or have changed in 
the past due to corresponding 
changes in temperature. 

They do this by using both 
complex mathematical climate 
modeling and proxies found 
throughout Earth — like ice cores 
— to reconstruct paleoclimates 
found in Earth’s past.

“I think it is very valuable, 
societally, to understand 
climate change, climate 
variability and what drives this 
variability. Paleoclimate studies 
contribute signif icantly to this 
understanding,” Syee Weldeab, 
a professor in the earth science 
department at UC Santa Barbara 
who studies paleoclimate, said.

Weldeab has sought to better 
understand the paleoclimate 
of various places worldwide, 

including Central Asia, the 
Eastern Tropical Atlantic and 
the Bay of Bengal, using marine 
sediments and cave deposits, like 
stalagmites, as climate archives.

Along this vein, Weldeab, 
in collaboration with other 
researchers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Auburn 
University, Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution, 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and UNAM Campus 
Juriquilla, has worked to piece 
together data to better understand 
how the northern Yucatán 
Peninsula’s precipitation patterns 
have changed during the mid-
Holocene, roughly 5.2 to 5.7 
thousand years ago, to the late-
Holocene era, immediately before 
the industrial revolution.

Such information is important 
because rainfall patterns have 
profound implications for whether 
or not a landscape is hospitable for 
human beings. 

“If you have a wet climate, and 
it is not subject to large-scale 
frequent dry-and-wet cycles, then 
you also have a denser vegetation 

cover. In addition, agricultural 
activity is less affected by drought. 
That makes it more stable and a 
more conducive environment for 
human beings,” Weldeab said.

The Yucatán Peninsula is a 
relatively f lat low-lying landmass 
made almost entirely of limestone 
that extends northeast from the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec — the 
landmark that separates Central 
America from the rest of the 
North American continent to the 
Caribbean Sea.

The Yucatán is home to a 
mixture of tropical wet and dry 
forests. Its limestone landscape 
results in karst formations, like 
water sinkholes — otherwise 
known as cenotes — and caves. 
For the Maya, who have inhabited 
the Yucatán for millennia, such 
formations have served to harbor 
life-sustaining water resources in 
a landscape where no major rivers 
exist and pronounced dry seasons 
leave the region periodically 
parched. 

These limited surface water 
resources also leave the region 
vulnerable to extended periods 

of multi-year drought, which 
occasionally plague the region and 
have been linked to the decline of 
Maya civilization. 

But the Yucatán didn’t always 
exhibit the rainfall patterns that 
it does today. In fact, thousands 
of years ago, during the mid-
Holocene, the Yucatán was a 
wetter place with less frequent dry 
periods and more stable rainfall 
than either the late-Holocene 
or the present day, according to 
the findings of  Weldeab and his 
collaborators.

The team examined the isotope 
composition of stalagmites, 
mounds of mineral deposits found 
on the f loors of caves that grow 
upward as water drips from cave 
ceilings. As rainfall or other 
precipitation occurs above a cave, 
some of this water percolates 
through rock and is deposited 
onto stalagmites, immortalizing 
the chemistry of this water in their 
layers. 

Stalagmites and other related 
cave formations preserve a treasure 
trove of historical precipitation 
information, gleaned by looking at 
the isotope composition of oxygen 
present within the layers of the 
formation. 

Weldeab said that they focused 
on the ratio of two oxygen isotopes: 
Oxygen-18 and Oxygen-16.

“The ratio between those 
two isotopes ref lects mainly 
two factors. One, how much it’s 
raining over the cave, and where 
the moisture is coming from 
which precipitates over the cave,” 
Weldeab said. 

“We cannot go back in time 
and measure precipitation. But 
the environmental change — in 
what we call hydroclimate or the 
climate around precipitation — 
is basically manifested into the 
stalagmite. And by going and 
looking at the isotope composition 
of the stalagmite, we can make 
inferences about changes in 
precipitation in the past.”

Weldeab’s collaborators, led 
by Martín Medina-Elizalde with 
the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, unearthed a meter-
long stalagmite dated to 5.2 to 
5.7 thousand years ago from Río 
Secreto, a cave system near Playa 
del Carmen in the Mexican state 
of Quintana Roo.

They compared this stalagmite 
to one unearthed in the same 
cave dated to the late-Holocene 
to reach a verdict regarding the 

past hydroclimate of the northern 
Yucatán, and found that the mid-
Holocene had a wetter, more 
stable hydroclimate than the late-
Holocene and the present. 

However, according to Weldeab, 
it is important not to conf late 
the reconstructed past climate 
of the Yucatán with potential 
future climates inf luenced by 
anthropogenic climate change. 

“We know for instance that 
during the mid-Holocene in 
the Yucatán, the summer was 
warmer than today. But the 
warmer summer [than today] was 
caused by changes in the Sun and 
Earth’s configuration. So when 
we look at a warming climate 
due to greenhouse gas increase, 
it’s not only a warming during 
the  summer but also a warming 
winter,” Weldeab said.

This has an impact on the 
rainfall patterns that result from 
changes in average temperature.  

“You can learn fundamental 
climate behavior by studying 
paleoclimate like we did. You can 
also learn about the fundamental 
variability of climate and apply that 
knowledge to think about future 
climate. But it’s not transferable 
one to one,” Weldeab said. 
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In the rising use of renewable 
energy sources in the United States, 
solar generation is projected to 
consist of 48% of total renewable 
energy by 2050, according to the 

Center for Climate and Energy 
Solutions.

Mark Turiansky, a graduate 
student who is part of a research 
group headed by materials professor 
Chris G. Van de Walle, says that to 
ensure this growth, the efficiency by 
which solar energy is collected must 

be maximized. Materials, namely 
the use of perovskite crystals in solar 
cells, are an essential component of 
that goal. 

Van de Walle’s group has spent 
many years applying computational 
techniques to study different 
materials for collecting solar energy. 
Dr. Xie Zhang, a postdoctoral 
researcher in the group, led this 
project. Specif ically, they’ve 
studied recombination processes 
in semiconductors, where they 
analyze what happens to an excited 
electron in the semiconductor to see 
if it produces light or heat. In this 
instance, they sought to optimize 
the production of light in a solar cell, 
while minimizing the production of 
heat. The material they focused on 
was hybrid perovskites, consisting 
of the perovskite crystal itself as well 
as the incorporation of inorganic 
atoms.

“These hybrid perovskites 
have attracted a lot of attention 
because they are very low-cost to 
synthesize, and more importantly, 
they’ve been used to create solar 
cells with remarkable efficiencies,” 
Turiansky said. “They’re even 
rivaling the efficiency of silicon-
based solar cells, which are the 
current state-of-the-art.”

With this knowledge of the 
material’s potential, the team 

applied their methodologies to build 
a foundation and understand the 
perovskite itself, as well as its use. 
Rather than running experiments 

in a lab, the team performed 
computational research, running 
calculations using supercomputing 
resources provided by the National 
Energy Research Scientif ic 
Computing Center. 

Turiansky said their work was 
also from “first principles,” meaning 
that they were not fit to experiment 
— rather, they derived their numbers 
by solving the quantum mechanical 
equations that describe how 
electrons behave in materials. 

In their research, the group 

found defects that were limiting 
the efficiency of the solar cells. 
Experimentally, they could not find 
what those defects were. So, they 

used calculations to study candidate 
defects that could explain what had 
been seen. 

“We came across something novel, 
a hydrogen vacancy,” Turiansky 
said. “Most studies treat the organic 
molecule as an inseparable unit, but 
we found that it’s very possible to 
break off a hydrogen atom [from] 
these molecules.”

Their calculations quantitatively 
showed that this vacancy, according 
to Turiansky, explained the 
experimental observations and was 

a major source of efficiency loss. 
They also surveyed a second hybrid 
perovskite with formamidinium 
compounds and found that hydrogen 
vacancies were less problematic 
in that material. Thus, they found 
that alloying the perovskite with 
formamidinium rather than 
the original methylammonium 
increased the efficiency of hybrid-
perovskite solar cells.

“This is a major highlight of 
our work,” Turiansky said. “Not 
only can we interpret and explain 
experimental observations, but we 
can predict and find new promising 
research directions using our 
calculations.”

The Van de Walle group’s 
work is, Turiansky said, a very 
important step toward increasing 
the efficiency of solar cell devices. 
Their results suggest modifying 
synthesis conditions to minimize 
hydrogen loss by alloying the 
perovskite with materials not prone 
to hydrogen vacancy formation, like 
formamidinium is. 

“With this discovery, hybrid 
perovskite solar cells may very 
well become the leading low-cost, 
high-efficiency solar cell material,” 
Turiansky said. “It may not be long 
before people are putting hybrid-
perovskite-based solar cells on their 
roofs.”

Every Last Sun Drop: UCSB Researchers Increase Solar 
Cell Efficiency With Hybrid-Perovskite Crystals

New Evidence from Yucatán Caves Pour In, 
Suggesting Region Was Wetter Millennia Ago

“It may not be long 
before people are putting 
hybrid-perovskite-based 

solar cells on their roofs.”

“
MARK TURIANSKY

A photo of a perovskite crystal.

UCSB Earth Science Professor Syee Weldeab and a stalagmite under study in Central Asia, where other 
paleoclimate analyses happen.

Cuortesy of Syee Weldeab

Rio Secreto, the cave of the stalagmite, near Playa del Carmen, Mexico.
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Courtesy of Xie Zhang 
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Allergy season 

A sip of Baja Blast

One Sour Skittle

Diana’s ghost

Chugging a Four Loko

Sunlight

Oprah 

One last joy ride

An image of Jar Jar Binks

John Mulaney

Stepping on a LEGO

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

A picture accidentally taken with � ash

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
ARIES

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Toni Shindler-Ruberg
Staff Writer

As an atheist Chinese adoptee raised in white suburbia 
to white parents of Jewish and Protestant faith, “I don’t 
know” has become a staple in my vocabulary. 

Any time I try to put my experiences with Asian culture, 
the Jewish faith or my identity into words, an emptiness 
crawls across my sternum and burrows beneath my ribs.

It’s the same numb flood that came over me when I 
looked out from my synagogue’s bimah into a sea of 
congregates that looked nothing like me on the morning 
of my bat mitzvah or when that stranger pointed to 
7-year-old me on the street and whispered to my mother, 
“Adopted? Oh she must be so smart.” It’s the same hollow 
pit that drops out from within me when a person blinks 
oh-so-sweetly and suggests I should try finding my birth 
parents. 

Do I have a claim to either my Asian or Jewish heritage? 
I don’t know.

My faith, my culture, a hazy history. It means everything 
to me. It means nothing to me. I know. I don’t know. 

How could I possibly articulate my ultimately fleeting 
relationship with a culture and faith thousands of years 
old? I don’t know. How do I define something as intangible 
as identity? I don’t know. Why should I define such a 
thing? I don’t know. 

I continuously wrestle with a sense of cultural 
inadequacy, I’ve spent my whole life pressured to define 
my identity in terms I thought other people would 
understand and believe. I described myself in stereotypes 
which were an easy way to make my existence — years of 
confusion, doubt, anger, uncertainty and loneliness — into 
self-deprecating, palatable descriptions for others. I’m still 
not sure which came first — my loneliness or my anger. 

I don’t speak Mandarin, I don’t have a close relationship 
with God, I don’t have Asian parents. 

It was hard being one of the only Asian children on the 
playground. When kids talked about the Bible or having 
to go to church on Sundays, I bit my tongue. I didn’t want 
anything else setting me apart. I used to joke about being 
a “bad Asian” — a violin-playing banana. White on the 
inside, yellow on the outside. For more than five years, I 
refused to wear the color yellow.

I shamed myself for not fitting in. I measured myself, 
my existence and my worthiness, by everything I wasn’t. 
Faith made me uncomfortable. Difference made me lonely. 

My parents were completely transparent, supportive 
and educational about adoption. I understood my situation 
and I’m sure I understood the concept of gratitude before 
I could articulate such things. The questions still rolled 
in. Why was I left on the concrete steps of that rural 
orphanage? Was I unwelcome? And once: Did my family 
miss me? Ultimately, my anxiety led me to one question: 
How can I relate to a community that let me go?

For a short while, I clung to religion. Surely, the all-
knowing and divine God would care for and accept each 
soul. And despite the welcoming arms of my congregation, 
I still felt like an outsider. We were all well aware of the 
fact that I was one of the only Asian Americans in the 
entire congregation. I knew I was different. They knew I 
was different. 

But it wasn’t the knowing that separated me. It was the 
effort. The exaggerated effort to brush aside my differences 
as negligible to my relationship with God. The effort to 
pretend like I fit in, even when I didn’t. 

But in my wonderfully self-contradictory fashion, I 
didn’t want to fit in like that. I didn’t want one part of my 
identity erased to make room for adherence to another. 

Those damn “choose your identity” checkboxes on 
surveys are the ultimate reminder of my intersectionality — 
an overlapping, tangled mess of cultural threads. 

Do you identify as: Asian? Yes. Hopefully. I don’t know.
Which best describes your faith: Jewish? Yes. Sort of. In 

a cultural context, yes. I don’t know.
I am most likely the first member of my biological family 

to grow up in America. I am most likely the first member 
of my biological family to receive higher education. And 
yet, I always hesitate when I reach the “Are you first-
generation: Yes or No?” box. 

The world defines the minority experience by trauma 
and hardship. I felt like my claims were unjustified.

I am beyond grateful for all the opportunities adoption 
has given me — a house, food, education, family … The 
Jewish faith has given me a community and instilled a deep 
commitment to self-betterment and education. But I also 
recognize the immense privilege of my circumstances. 

I’ve gotten to where I am in life because of aid from 
the privileges of moderate, white generational wealth. 
My proximity to whiteness has given me a platform 
from which I can support others, but also separates me — 
physically, linguistically and psychologically — from other 
communities. 

Sometimes I wish I could neatly fit into a box, without 
hesitation or reservation. There’s the “other” box, but the 
minority experience is already one of otherness. I understand 
the attempted gesture, but I highly doubt anybody could 
describe their otherness within the allocated character limit. 
For me, the “other” box is simply another time I have to 
justify my appearance, my family, my feelings. It’s one thing 
attempting to internally confront my identity, but displaying, 
performing and assigning descriptors to myself for others is 
quite another. 

In a year of increasingly public and brazen anti-Asian and 
anti-Semitic discourse and violence, in some twisted way, I 
feel closer to these two communities than ever before. I’ve 
never heard so many voices raised together. I’ve seen people 
who look like me or look nothing like me share stories of 
otherness, togetherness, loneliness and anger. 

It’s human nature to divide, classify and clarify. We are 
afraid of uncertainty, of indefinite things. Life would be so 
much simpler without nuance, without minute descriptions 
and designations to neatly categorize the self. 

That’s not how life works. That’s not how identity works. 
The diversity of human life is just that, diverse. Definition 

may bring some peace of mind and clarity. But you don’t 
have to define anything and certainly not on other people’s 
terms.

I am no more or no less because of the languages I 
(don’t) speak, my precise religious beliefs, what my family 
looks like, a hesitancy to let others in on the nuances of my 
life or my new refusal to justify my existence for others.

The fluid uncertainty of identity isn’t a mistake or a 
deficiency. It’s my power. 

Do I fit: Yes or No? I don’t know. 
Does it matter? I don’t know.

Toni Shindler-Ruberg doesn’t know what else you 
would possibly want to know about her.

Kathleen Santacruz
Staff Writer

To the elderly man who blatantly sexualized me at the 
vaccination site:

Getting my second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine was 
supposed to feel like such an accomplishment. I was finally going 
to be closing the door on the pain of the past year and heading 
one step closer to putting it behind me. I was excited to do my 
part.

You looked like a nice elderly man. I wondered if you had a 
granddaughter my age who you would talk to me about. Then I 
said hello and asked if I could sit down, and you said, “You can sit 
on my lap if you want.”

Just like that, it was all gone. My stomach dropped. Was I just 
sexualized by a senior citizen at least four times my age? My 
confidence vanished, and I wished that I had never gone out that 
day. This wouldn’t have happened if I had come with someone, 
if I didn’t have to be so independent all the time. I sunk into my 
chair, and I was silent. Silent even when, moments later, you 
felt the need to explain how to use pain relief drugs to me, as if 
somehow I had lived 18 years of my life and never provided for 
myself. It didn’t take long for my silent shock to turn into a rage 
I didn’t know how to put effectively into words. But my silence 
is not to be mistaken for complicitness. I have a few things that I 
want to make very clear to you.

I have goals for my life, and I’ve had many accomplishments 
that I’m proud of. There are so many things that, with practice, I 
have learned to value and love about myself. But, at that moment, 
none of those things mattered. I was nothing more to you than 
the subject of a sick fantasy, with no worth other than what you 
bestowed upon me. In what world did you think it would ever 
be okay or remotely funny to sexualize a young woman like you 
did to me? 

Asking me to sit on your lap equated me to the status of a 
woman whom you might receive a lap dance from — and you did 
so in a nonconsensual, unwarranted and completely inappropriate 
environment. A woman should be able to take up space as she 
pleases without being automatically equated to a woman who 
gets paid to please men. My existence is not dependent upon the 
satisfaction of your desires. 

I also can’t help but wonder whether you thought that my 
appearance as a Latina of a darker skin tone made it appropriate 
to objectify someone so much younger than yourself. The 
hypersexualization of Latina women under the white male gaze 
is yet another manifestation of the oppression of women that also 
happens to intersect with race. Did you think that it would be 
okay for you to invite me to sit on your lap because of the racist 
stereotype that values Latina women only by how sexual they’re 
expected to be? It is sickening to think that your assumptions 
about my racial background would prevent you from taking me 
seriously enough to interact with me without sexualizing 
me. You should have enough respect for any woman to be 
able to see her as your equal and as deserving of respect 
simply out of human decency. You have no excuse. To 
believe that another person is less than yourself is not only 
ignorant, but inhumane.

You were supposed to be a hero, an elderly person 
administering vaccines amid a global pandemic. But you 

made me realize that even people who are meant to be 
your heroes are capable of objectifying and harassing women.

You might take all of this as me being too soft, overreacting 
about a “harmless joke.” But anyone who would perceive my 
anger as being soft would view the continued oppression of 
women with no aversion. Because it is never just about a little 
comment. Little comments or perverted jokes are contributors 
toward the oppression of women within the misogynistic society 
in which we live. Instances where women are harassed or 
degraded are perpetrated and fed by systems that men like you 
contribute toward and benefit from. It is the constant abuse of 
women based on the assumption that we are inferior to men 
that continues to uphold the systems around the world in 
which women are oppressed, objectified and sexualized without 
remorse. 

The idea of being “soft” about the sexualization of women is a 
concept held by those who remain unable to comprehend that 
the oppression of women in society has always been a problem 
— the only difference being that in today’s generation, women are 
not only more often allowed to stand up for themselves and are 
given the resources to do so, but they are also more likely to be 
heard. Your conceptions of women are products of an outdated 
society that openly upheld the assumption of the inferiority 
of women, and the abuse which allowed for this is no longer 
tolerated. 

This interaction may never cross your mind again, but it will be 
something that I remember for the rest of my life, whether I want 
to or not. I don’t even completely remember what your face looks 

like, yet your voice and your presence will be something I won’t 
be able to forget. 

However, my voice will still rise, regardless of how small you 
made me feel. The voice of the girl who you saw as no more than 
an object matters. Even if you never see my words, I am still able 
to offer this to those who will. 

I write for the girls who may find no problem with it, who are 
uncomfortable with situations like these for reasons they don’t yet 
understand, for the girls who have been conditioned to believe 
that they shouldn’t feel offended or uncomfortable because it 
was just a silly joke and they’re being too sensitive. My words 
are for the girls who deserve to have their voices heard, and their 
existence to be considered worthy. 

The sexualization of women has never and will never be okay. 
Yet still there are men like yourself in every walk of life who 
believe they’re on top of the world, degrading and contributing 
toward the continued oppression of women with no remorse. No 
comment or joke will ever be seen as little or harmless so long as 
it perpetuates the interests of the patriarchal paradigm in which 
we find ourselves. At the same time, no measure taken against 
those institutions of oppression will be seen as small in the 
fight for equality across all intersections of feminism. Women 
are so much more powerful than you will ever be able to 
comprehend, little old man. 

Sincerely,
Kathleen Santacruz strives to disrupt the status quo and 

demand the respect from men that all women deserve. 
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